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Thx. singlo end of this book is the presentation, in a compact and convenient 
form, of the more important &cts, votes, resolves, letters, speeches, reports 
and other documents, which elucidate the political contest now agitating this 
country. It has been our aun to let every candidate and other important per- 
sonage speak for hhnsel^ make his own platform, and vindicate (if he may) his 
own consistency and the soundness of his views on the great questions which 
underlie our current politics. 

Of course, such a work can have but a comparative merit. Make it ever so 
large, and still many things must be omitted that the compiler would wish to 
^insert ; and every critic will plausibly ask^ ^^ Why insert this and omit that ? 
Why give so much of A. and so little of B. f " Beside, it is not always possi- 
ble to remember, or, if remembered, to find, all that would be valued in a work 
like this. We can only say tha^ we have done our best : let him do better 
who can. • 

Inaccuracy of citation is one of the chief vices of our political discussions. 
You can hardly listen to a set speech, even from a well-informed and truthful 
canvasser, which is not marred by some misapprehension or unconscious mis- 
statement of the position and views of this or that prominent statesman. 
Documents, heedlessly read and long since lost or mislaid, are quoted from 
with fluency and confidence, as though with indubitable accuracy, when the 
citations so made do gross injustice to their author, and tend to mislead the 
hearer. We believe the documents collected in this work are so printed that 
their general accuracy may be safely relied on. 

By canvassers of all parties, we trust <iir Text-Book will be found conve- 
nient, not to say indispensable. But those who only listen, and read, and 
reflect, will also find it a manifest help to a dear understanding of the issues and 
contentions of the day. They will be interested in comparing the actual posi- 
tions taken by Mr. Lincoln, or Mr. Douglas, or Gen. Cass, or Mr. Everett, as 
faithfully set forth in this work, with those confidently attributed to that 
statesman in the flr-ent harangue of some political opponent, who is intent on 
blazoning his inooniustency or proving his insincerity. To verify and coir^Q^ 
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the citations of a frothy dedumer is sometimes the easiest and most convincing 
refutation of his speech. 

If a trace of partisan bias is betrayed in the thread of narrative which par- 
tially nnites the successive reports, bills, votes, etc., presented in this work, the 
error is unintentional and regretted. Our purpose was to compile a record 
acceptable and convenient to men of all parties, and which might be consulted 
and trusted by all. Whatever is original herein is regarded as of no use or 
merit, save as a necessary elucidation of the residue. Without apology, there- 
fore, or further explanation, the Text-Book is commended to the favor of the 
American public. 

Niw-TosK, Awgmt la<, 18M. 
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LiAKi, Sbelton F., of Virginia, for Disso- 
lution 178 

Lee, Henrt, of Massachusetts, supported 
by Soath CaroUna for Vice-President, 1888 11 

LsMOTNE, Francis J., of Pennsylvania, 
Abolition candidate for Vice-President, 1840 18 

Letcher, John (Governor of Virginia), 
forDissolntion 172 

Libbett Party National Convention held 
atBaflUoinl848 18 

Lincoln, Abraham, of Illinois, defeated for 

Vice-President in Republican Convention, 1866 ... 82 
Nondnated for Preddent by BeiHiblican Conven- 
tion, 1860 i 88 

Speech at Sprinfffleld, HI., Jun9 17, 1863 187 

Inscussion with Mr. Douglas at Freeport, Hi. . . . 189 

IH>eech at Cooper Institute, New-Tork, 1860 .... 144 
Letter to Boston Committee on the Jefferson 
Bfarttiday Festival; Letter to Dr. Canlslnson 

Nator^Qxatk>n 806. 

Accepts nomination for Pre^ency 810 

Lucas, G«n. Robert, President first Demo- 
cratic National Convention 10 

Madison, James, of Virginia, elected Presi* 
deatl8u8,and reelected mUia 9 

Maine Democract for the Wilxot Pro- 



Marsh, Ephraiic, of New-Jersey, President 
American National Conventtoa 88 

Mason, John T., of Yir^ia, beaten for 
Vice-President in Dem. Nat Con., 1848 16 

Massachusetts Declares for Freedom 
through Lfi^Matlve Besolves; WUgs of Massa- 
chusetts fbr freedom 802 

McLean, Jndge John, of Ohio, defeated for 

President in Bepublioan Convention, 1856 28 

Also, In Bepublican Nat Convention of 1860. . . 87 

MoKat, James J., of Nor^ Carolina, beat- 
en for Vice-President in Desa. Convention 1848 ... 16 

McRea, John J., of Missis^uppi, for Dissolu- 
tion 178 

Missouri Compromise, Adopted 64 

The Compromise K^pealed, 87 

Mitchell, James C, of Tennessee, against 
Slavery 804 

^*MoNhoK Doctrine.** — ^Extract from the 
Message of James Monroe on the influence of 
European Powers on this Continent 81 

Monroe, James, of Vii^nia, elected Presi- 
dent in I8I6 and reelected in 18S0 8 

Moors, Suydenbam, of Alabama, for Disso- 
luUon 178 

Morgan, Willlam, revealer of Masonic.Se- 
erets 
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Manoum, Willis P., of North Carolina, sup- 
ported by South-Carolina for President In 1886. . . 

Marct, William L., of New York, beaten 
for President in Dem. National Convention, 1868. 



801 
18 
80 



Morehead, John M., of North Carolina, 
President Whig National Convention, 1848 

Morris, Thomas, of Ohio, Liberty Party 
nonUnee for President hi 1844 

National Republican (Clat) Conven- 
tions, at Baltimore, 1881 ; at Washington, 1888. . . 11 

Nkw-Hampshirs Declares for the Wilmot 
Proviso through Legislative Resolves 808 

New-Jkrset Legislature for Free Tkr- 
rltory 61 

Nkw-Tork tor Frekdom.— Heriohitions of 
the Legislature against Slavery in the Terrlto- 

rieslnfsao, 60 

Ditto in 1847-8-8 2t6 

Gen. John A. Dlz juresents resolutions to United 

StatesSenate 807 

The Whigs in State Convention declare for f^ree- 

dom. Address reported ter James Brooks... 807 
Free Democracy ox New xork for Freedom. 
Kesolutions presented by John Cochrane. . • • • 807 

Ordinance of 1784 (Jefferson's) against 
Slavery In Territories 61 

Ordinance of 1787 (Dane's) prohibiting 
Slavery in Northwest Territory • 68 

O'CoNOR, Charles, New-York, defends 
Slavery as intrinsically Just In a K>eech at Union 

Meeting, New-Tork, 1860 164 

Uis letter to Committee of Uerchants 167 

Ohio Declares for Freedom through Legis- 
lative Resolves 808 

Pennsylvania Lsoislatujie for Free 
Territory « 61 

PiERCS, Franklin, of New-Hampshire, 
nominated for President in Democratic Conven- 

l^on, 1868 80 

Elected President, 88 

Defeated for President In National Con., 1866 . . 84 
Receives one vote for President in National 
Convention, 1860 

Pillow, Gen. Gideon J., of Tennessee, 
beaten for Ylce-Preddent in Democratic Conven- 
tion, 18ft8 .0 

PiNCKNST, Charles C, of South Carolina, 
beaten for Vice-President, I80O ; also for President 
In 1804 and 1808 ^ 8 

Political National Platforms. — None 
adopted by first Democratie Convention ; Nation* 
al Republican Platform U 
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No PUtlbrm adopted by second Demoentic 
Coorentlon ; oo Flatftirm adopted bj Whig 
Convention at Harrisbiui, 1889; lint Demo- 

crattc Vatfonai FleUii»rdLl840 19 

Whif National Flatrcrm, 1844 IS 

Democratic National Platform, 1844 IS 

Ubertj Party Platfonn, 1844 14 

No Platform adopted openly by Whig Oon- 

Tentlon.l84d 15 

Democratle National Platform, 1848. 18 

Boflklo Free 8oU Platlbrm, 1848. 17 

Whig Nattonal Platfbrm, 1869 18 

Democratic National Platform, 1851 M 

Free Democratic Platform, 1859 91 

RepobUcan National Platform, 18M 99 

American National Platform, 1856 98 

Democratic National Platform, 1866 94 

Whig National Platform, 1856 95 

BepubUcan National PUtform, 1860 96 

Oonstitntional Union Party Platform, 1860. .... 99 

Democratic (Douglas) Platform of 1860 89 

▲ddiUon thereto by Baltimore Convention. ... 48 
Beceders* Platform adopted at Charleston. .... 41 
Hie same readopted by the feeceders* (Breckin- 
ridge) Cenyeation at Baltimore.... 48 

Polk, James K., of Tennessee, nominated 
for and elected President, 1844 IS 

Popular Soterkiontt in the Territories, 
inrented by Gen. Lewis Oass, in Us Nichotson 
Letter ITf 

Prohibition or Slatsrt in the Territo- 
ries : Letter of Martin Van Boren thereon 181 

PuGH, James L., of Alabama, for Dissolu- 
tion 1T9 

Qititmak, Gen. John A., of Mississippi, 
beaten for Tloe-Presideat in Democratic Conven- 
tion, 1848 16 

Beaten for Tice-President in Democratic C6&- 
ventfon,1866 94 

AMDOLPH, John, of Virginia, on Everett, 204 

Eatnoe Kenneth, of North Carolina, de- 
feated for President in American Convention, 
1866 9S 

Repubucah National Ck)NYEMTioN, 1866 22 

Republican National Contention, 1860 26 

Betolutiqn Protoseo by William L. Taa- 
9ty ^ 176 

RiTBS, Wm. C, of Virginia, defeated for 
Vice-gwsldent in Devocratfo National Oobt«ii- 
ttoa .• 19 

Bush, Siobard, beaten for Vice-President 
U1898 1« 

BcsK, Gen. Thomas J., of Texas, beaten 
for Yioe-Presideat in DeoMcratie National Cen- 
▼entien,18M 90 

Scott, Qen. WuinEu>, of New-York, de- 

foated for President at HarrisbnnL 1869 19 

Defeated for President In Wfilg Convention, 

184S 7. IS 

Nominated fbr PresUent, 18S9 18 

Letter acoqyUng nomination for President, 

1868 19 

Defeated for President, 1859 99 

Seceders' Contention at Charleston, and 

Platform. 41 

8ECE0ER8* Convention at Baltimore nomi- 
nates John OL Breclcinridge for President, and 
Oen. Joseph Lane for Vice-President 48 

Seward, Wm. H., of New-York, candidate 
for President l»efore National Bepabliean Conven- 

tion,1660 97 

His •* LrrepressiUe Conflict *' flpeedi at Roches- 
ter. UO 

Sbroeant, John, of Pennsylvania, beaten 

for Vise-President in 1689 U 

Defeated for Vice-President in Whig National 
ConTention, 1844. 16 

SnroLEioN, Otho B^, of Mississippi, for Dis* 

179 



Slavert Extension or Bestriction, His- 
tory of the stmggie for .. 4A 

Origin and Progress of SlaTerj In America. ... 49 

British Dedsions afliBeting SlaTcry in the Colo- 
nies* W 

filaveiy under the Confederatton 61 

Jefferson's Ordinance of 1784, providing for the 
Ctovemment of the Territories and the exeta* 
sionofSlayerjthereflrom. 61 

Teas and Nays thereon in Continental Congress 09 

Ordinance of 1787, prohibiting SlaTery in the 
North-west Territory 6i 

The Federal Constitution on SlaTery 6t 

Gon«titutional Amendments aflbcting SlaTeiy ; 
Cessions of Territory by fllare SUtes iBariy 
attempts to override tlie Ordinance of ^87 ... 58 

Reports of John Randolph of Va., and Franltlin 
of N. a, in opposition thereto ; The first Mis- 
souri Struggle 64 

Slavery Restriction proposed by Otea. James 
Tallmadge of N. T. ; Proposition sostained by 
the House ; Remarlcs thereon by Mr. T. roller 
of Mass. 65 

Remarlcs of Qen. Tallmadge of N. T 66 

RepIyofMr.Scott of Mo. 57 

Restriction negatived in the Senate 66 

House refuses to concur; Second Missouri 
Struggle ; Mr. John W. Taylor of N. T. moves 
a Committee; Memorial of Daniel Webster in 
favor of Slavery Restriction. 66 

Resolves of Legislature of N. T., in favor of 
Slavery Restriction 60 

Resolves of N. J. and Pa. 61 

Resolves of Delaware; Counter Resolves of 
Kentuclv Legisiature ; Compromise proposed 
l^ the Senate 69 

Adopted in the Senate, and Bill passed ; House 
refuses to concur. 66 

Senate asks a Conference. 64 

Compromise finally carried in the House bw 99 
Teas (14 only from Free States) to 67 Nays 
(ail from Free States). 66 

The third Missouri Struggle; Bnlaigement of 
Missouri in 1686; Annexation of Texas. 65 

Address of John Q. Adams and other Wliig 
members against such Annexation 66 

Mr. Calhoun's dispatch to Mr. King; Mr. John 
P. Hale proposes a division of Texas 69 

Annexation prqiect of Milton Brown of Tenn. : 
Adopted, Teas 118, Nays 101; Proposition or 
Mr. Foster of Tenn. 76 

Annexation carried in Senate, 96 to 96; The 
WUmot Proviso 71 

The Clayton Compromise; Mr. J. M. Root's Re- 
solve for Slavery Restriction ; j^ropositton of 
Isaac P. Wallcerof Wisconsin 73 

Proposition of Mr. Udiaid W. Thompson, d 
Ini. ; Slavery exolnded tnm. Oregon Terri> 
tory 7S 

Mr. Douglas, «C DUnois, propo s es to extend the 
Missouri line of restrictton to the Pacific 74 

Senate agreeSf bnt House reAues ; The Compro- 
mise of 1860; Gen. Taylor's recommenda* 
tlons ; Oen. Sam Hbostoirs proposUion; Hen- 
ry Caay's plan of Cosaproiaise; John Bell's 
propomtlen........... ......... ...i......> W 

OiJeettNisto Mr. Cbiy's ichMne by Voote of 
Miss, and Mason, of va 76 

Ditto bty Jefferson Davis of MIssj Mr. Clsy 
In reply; Messrs. Downs of La., King of Aia., 
and Butler of & C, in Airther opposltfon to 

Mr. Clay n 

Mr. Foote of Miss, moves a Committee of Thir- 
teen ; Mr. Clay reports firom said CVnnmli>t»f>e ; 
Mr. Jefferson Davis's Amendment 96 

Mr. Chase of Ohto moves a prohlbltfon of Sla- 
very ; The Omnlbas defeated as a wliole, but 
passed in separate bills ; Ihe Kansas-Nebraska 
Straggle 16 

Mr. Atchison's remarica thereon; Presideofc 
Pierce protests against the rsaewal of agita- 
tion; Mr. Douxlas's fint Nebraska Report.. . 86 

He amends his biil; Mr. Chase proposes to ao- 
thorise the people of Kansas to prohibit Sla- 
very therein; Opposed by Messrs. Bell, Doug- 
las, etc., and defeated 81 

Mr. Clayton's ^American" amendment; Mr. 
Chase moves that the people of the Territory 
be authorised to elect their own Governor; 
Defeated by 86 to 10; Mr. Seward's speech 
against the bill 81 

The Kansas-Nebraska bU passes the Senate.. . 86 
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ntt Kuitu-NebrMka bin paatei the Houm. . 
Teat 118, Nayt, 10*% thereon 

The cUuue of uM bill repeaUng the MImoutI 
Compromise ; President llerce on Kansas Af- 
fairs in *M-*t ; >lr. Douglas's Report on do., 
March 12, *M 

Mlnorltjr Report of Mr. Colhuuer of Vermont. . . 

House orders an InvesUgation of Kansas frauds ; 
Report of Messrs. Howard and Sherman tiiere> 
on 

Uouse votes to admit Kansas as a Vr«e State. . . 

Mr. l>ouglHS reports a bill to pacify Kansas. . . . 

Mr. TruubuU's amendments thereto; Do. Messrs^ 
Foeter's. Wilson's and {reward's ; Passage of 
Douglas's bill 

Mr. Geo. G. Dunn's bin to reorganise K&nstis.. 

President Pierce's laat Message on Kansas 

Remarks of Messrs. Hale, Seward, Mason, Wil- 
son and Pugh thereon 

President Buchanan on the Lecomptou Constitu- 
tfon 



FAOI 
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86 
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1«9 
110 
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Mr. Douglas's speech agidnst Leoompton 114 

Actlen on Lecompton in Kansas 116 

Mr. Buchanan's special Lecompton Message .... 117 
Provisions of Leoompton Constitution respecting 

SUvery ISO 

The Leoompton bill ; Passed in the Senate, but 
defeated In the House ; The Crlttenden-Mont- 

gomerr substitute 121 

Teas and Nays on adopting substitui e 122 

Senate refuses to concur ; Mr. English moves a 
Conference Committee ; Carried by the Speak- 
er's casting vote; The Snglish Compromise 

biU 12S 

Carried through both Houses; The Wyandot 

C<mvention and Constitution ISO 

Mr. Grow proposes, and the House votes to ad- 
mit Kansas under the Wyandot Constitution ; 
'Senate refusee to act on the bill 126 

Slate-Tradb Adtocatsd in Democratic 
National Convention bv Mr. Oaolden. of Georgia. M 
Also by Governor Adams, of S. C, in Message to 
Legblatttre 808 

Bpekgir, Ambrose, of New-Tork, Presi- 
dent Whig Mattonal Convention^ 1844 18 

Spbhczr, John C, of New-York, Presi- 
dmt Anti-Masonic National Convention 10 

STETEVSOif, Andrew, of Virginia, Presi- 
dent Second Democratic National Convention 18 

Ditto, President National Democratic Oooven- 
tieB,1848 16 

Strange, Robert, of North Carolina, beaten 
for Vloe-Presldenft in Democratic Convention, 
186S 80 

Sumner, Oharlrb, of Massachusetts, de- 
feated for Vioe-Pteddent In Republican National 
Convention, 18S6 88 

Supreme Court, Power and Duties of — 

Opfaiiont of Thomas Jefferson 174 

Opinions of J<rfm Taylor of OaroUne, Va., John 
Randolph of Roanoke, Nathanid Macon of 

N. C, and John BacoD, of Massaohnsette 175 

Opinions of John J. Critteiiden, Nathaniel Macoo^ 
James BMrboar, Supeme Court of Georgia, 
Legislature of Georgia. Supreme Court of Penn- 
^Ivania, and Court of Appeals of Virginia .... 1 76 
Ofmoas of MaMoQ IMckerson, Richard M. Joh» 
BOB, Qea. Andrew Jackson, and Daniel Web- 
ster ^ 17T 

Tatlor RATinCATiON Mertino at Phila- 
delphia, 1848^ and Beseives 10 

Tatlor, Zaohart, of Lonisiana, Whig 

uominee for President, 1848 IS 

Beoted President in 1848 16 

TiLDKN, Daniel R., of Ohio, proposes 
Slsvevy Restrietlen la whig Ceuvention, 1843 .... 16 
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Ttler, John, of Virginia, nominated and 

defeated for Tice-Presldent, 1885-6 19 

Nominated for Tlce-Presldent, at Harriibiurg, 
1889, and elected In 1840 IS 

Two-Thirds Rule adopted bj first Demo- 
cratic Convention, 188S 

ToccET Isaac, of Connecticut, supported 
for President by Democratic National Convention. 

Van Bcrkn, Martin, of New-Tork, nomi- 
nated for Vice-President 10 

Nonihiated for President in 1885, and elected in 
I tttjj ^ ... 18 

Nou)iDatVd for reilection as President, 1840 .... 18 

Defeated for President hi 1840 18 

Defeated in Democratic National Convention, 

1&14 18 

Nominated for President by Buffalo Convention, 

184-^ 17 

On Slavery in the Territories, letter to Water- 
bury and others 181 

Vote i.n Whig Xati nal Contkntion, 
1858, on Resolve appreving Compromise Measures 
ofl850 19 

Waru, John E., of Gforgia, Pre^ideDt of 
the Democratic National Convention, 1856 84 

Wkbstkr, Danikl, of MM88achii<)ett9, sap- 
ported by MassachusetU for President, 1886 18 

Defeated for President \a Wldg Convention, 1848 15 

Beaten for President in Whig Convention, 1858. . 18 

Memorial to Congress for Slavery Restriction ... 50 

His view on the powers of Supreme Court 177 

Speech against Slavery Extension 802 

Weller, Col. JoHM B., of California, 
beaten for Vice-President In Democratic Natlonad 
Convention, 1868 80 

Whig National Contentions, held at Har- 

rlsborg, Penn., 1880 18 

Held at Baltimore, Md., 1844 18 

Held at Philadelphia, Penn.. 1848 15 

Held at Balthnore, Md., 1868 18 

Held at Baltimore, Md., 1866 85 

White, Hugh L., of Tennessee, unsuccess* 
fta candidate for President 18 

WiLMOT, David, of Pennsylvania, defeated 
for Tioe-Presldent in Republican Convention, 1856 88 
Temporary Chairman of BepabHcan National 
Convennoo, 1860 86 

Wilson, Gen. Henrt, of Ifassachusetts, 
President of Free Democratle National Conven- 
tloB,18B8 81 

Wirt, William, of Maryland, Anti-Ma- 
sonle candidate for Preddent, 1888 10 

WiLKiNS, William, of Pennsylvania, sup- 
ported by Pennqrlvania for Ylee-President, 1888 . . 11 

Wisconsin declares for Free Territory, 
through Legislative Befolves 801 

Woodbury, Levi, of New-Hampshire, beaten 
for President In Democratle OHrvttitlon, 1848 .... 16 

Wright, Silas, of New-Tork, nominated 
for Vice-President by Democratic National Con- 
vention of 1844, but declined 18 

Tancet,' William L., of Alabama, offers 
a ** non-interference " resolve in Democratic Con- 
vention, 1848 IT 

He advocates Revohxtkm In the South 178 

Young, Col. Samuel, of New- York, Presi- 
dent of the Barnburners* Convention at Utiea In 
^g^ Ij 

eCTen Anti-Slavery Resolves in Senate «f New- 
York 
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BsBOLUTioNS of '»8 and '99, (Va. di Ky.) 249 

DouOLAs' Opinions on Slatrrt in the 
Teffltorlei,WllinotP'ovlBd,4«, 851 



The Deed Scott Deoibioh 25S 

Slavert in New Mexico, with the aotkm 
of CoBgren thereoau 
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NATIONAL CAUCUSES, CONVENTIONS, AND 

PLATFOEMS. 



National Conventions for the nomination of 
candidates are of comparatively recent origin. 
in the earlier political history of the United. 
States, under the Federal Constitution, candi- 
dates for President and Vice-President were 
nominated by congressional and legislative 
caucuses. Washington was elected as first 
President under the Constitution, and reelected 
for a second term by a unanimous, or nearly 
unanimous, concurrence of the American people; 
but an opposition party gradually grew up in 
Congress, which became formidable during his 
second terra, and which ultimately crystalized 
into what was then called the Republican 
party. John Adams, of Massachusetts, was 
prominent among the leading Federalists, while 
Thouiaa Jefferson, of Virginia, was preemi- 
nently the author and oracle of the Republican 
party, and, by common consent, they were the 
opposing candidates for the Presidency, on 
Washington's ri'tirement in 1796-7. 

Mr. Adams was then chosen President, while 
Mr. Jefferson, having the largest electoral vote 
next to Mr. A., became Vice-President. 

The first Congressional Caucus to nominate 
candidHtes for President and Vice-President, is 
Mild to hare been held in Philadelphia in the 
year 1800, and to have nominated Mr. Jeffer- 
son for the first office, and Aaron Burr for the 
lecond. These candidates were elected after a 
decporate struggle, beating John Adams and 
Charles C. Pinckney, of South Carolina. In 
1804, Mr. Jefferson was reelected President, 
with George Clinton, of New-York, for Vice, 
mcountering but slight opposition: Messrs. 
Charles C. Pinckney and Rufus King, the op- 
posing candidates, receiving only 14 out of 176 
Electoral Votes. We have been unable to find 
aay record as to the manner of their nomina- 
tion. In January, 180S, when Mr. Jefferson's 
second term %m about to close, a Republican 
Cangressional Caucus was held at Washington, 
to decide as to the relative claims of Madison 
ftad Monroe for the succession, the Legisla- 
iitre of Virginia, which had been said to exert 



a potent influence over such questions, being, 
on this occasioD, unable to agree as to which of 
her favored sons should have the preference. 
Ninety-four of the 186 Republican members of 
Congress attended this caucus, and declared 
their preference of Mr. Madison, who received 
88 votes, the remaining 11 being divided be- 
tweein Mr. Monroe and George Clinton. The 
Opposition supported Mr. Pinckney ; but Mr. 
Madison was elected by a large majority. 

Toward the close of Mr. Madison's earlier 
term, he was nominated for reelection by a 
Congressional Caucus held at Washington, in 
May, 1812. In September of the same year, a 
convention of the Opposition, representing 
eleven States, was held in the city of New- 
York, which nominated De Witt Clinton, 6f 
New- York, for President. He was also put in 
nomination by the Republican Legislature of 
New- York. The ensuing canvass resulted in 
the reelection of Mr. Madison, who received 
128 electoral votes to 89 for De Witt Clinton. 

In 1816, the Republican Congressional Caucus 
nominated James Monroe, who received, in the 
caucus, 65 votes to 54 for Wm. H. Crawford, 
of Georgia. The Opposition, or Federalists, 
named Rufus King, of New- York, who received 
only 84 electond votes out of 217. There was 
no opposition to the reelection of Mr. Monroe 
in 1820, a single (Republican) vote being cast 
against him, and for John Quincy Adams. 

In 1824, the Republican party could not b« 
induced to abide by the decision of a Congres- 
sional Caucus. A large majority of the Repub- 
lican members formally refused to participate 
in such a gathering, or be governed by its deoi-. 
sion ; still, a Caucus was called and attended by 
the friends of Mr. Crawford alone. Of the 261 
members of Congress at this time, 216 were 
Democrats or Republicans, yet only 66 res- 
ponded to their names at roll-call, 64 of whom 
voted for Mr. Crawford as the Republican nomi- 
nee for President. This nomination was very 
extensively repudiated throughout the couaic^^ 
and three com^\hxi^ '^'^viX^^qasi ^<^:^^^i^aiNMiL 
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wers broDglit into the field through leeiaUUTej 
uid other mtchiner; — tie., Aodrew JuAton, \ 
Henry CUj, and Joho Quinoj Adims. Tha n^- ' 
lult of thU tamona " icrub ruce" for the Pre^- ; 
daacj vu, (hkt do one vu elected by the 
people, Oea. Jixkatm recelring 99 electonl 
TOIes, Mr. AduDi M, Ur. Crawford 41, sod Mr. 
Clay ST. The election Iben devoWed on the 
Houae of RepreBentatlres, where Mr. Adsoiii 
wu choBen, receiring the roles of 13 Stalci, 
■gainat T for Oen. Jackaon, and i for Hr. Craw- 
ford. Tbii wu the end of "King Cauooa." 
Oen, Jaeknon vu immadiately thereafter put 
1b nomlDHtion for the ensuing term by the L(.>- 
cislature of TonneMce, having only Ur. Adams 
for an opponent In 1828, when he was elected 
by a decided mqiority, reoeiTiog 178 EJectoral 
Totes to 8S for Mr. Adams. Mr. John C. Cal- 
houn, who had at first aspired to the Freudency, 
in 1824, withdrew at an early stage from the 
canTsaE, and was thereupon chosen Tice-Freai- 
dent by a Tery large electoral majority— Mr. 
Albert Qallatin, of PeDPaylTania, (the canclia 
candidate on the Crawford ticket,) b^ng bis 
only serious oompe^tor. In IBSB, Mr. CaSioiiii 
wu the candidate for Tice-Fresident on the 
Jackion ticket, and of course reelected. Jt 
waa currently stated that the ooQcentntton of 
the Crawford ftnd Calhoun strength on this 
ticket wu mainly etibcted by Messrs. Martin 
Van Buren and Churchill CCambreleog, of New- 
Tork, during a soathem tour made by them is 
IBST. In isas, lUchard Rush, of PennsTtranim 
was the candidate fi» Tice-Pi«alden( " " 
Adama tiokM. 



V. B. AOTI-MASONIC CONTENTION— 18S0. 

The first political National Conrention in thia 
conntn of which we have any record was held 
at'PhtJadelpbia in September, 1S30, styled tht! 
[Tplted Slates AnU-UasoDlo Conrentioa. It wbs 
composed of 96 delegates, represen^ng the 
States of New-ToA, Maasachusetc*, Coonecti- 
cnt, Vermont, Hhode Island, FenosylTauia, 
Ken-Jersey, Delaware, Ohio, Maryland and the 
Territory of Michigan. Francis Granger of 
New-York presided ; but no business was tracs- 
acted beyond tbe adoption of the following 
resolution : 

fiwutotd, Hut tt li rwommmdid ta tha paopla ■ 
UDlCtd BtalsL oppoMd to HoreC »e1«(le<, ID ni*L. ._ 
coiiTHiIlm m UoDdar Hi* Mti diT<»Bapiniil»r, 18S1, 
at th* ol^ er BidltnDr*, b7 dalenlM sqail Id Bomlier 
(a their rtnvaitallna In bolb hoius ol Oo in rw, ta 
■Bake DoidnaUoii* at iiduble ean^dstM lor Uu offloe 
at Prg(id*Bt and Tlm-PrttMent, to be lapponed si I' 
Biit (lecUeD, and tor tb* tfanuetlan of oucb oth 
biiila«M H the «■» of AdU-Kuodi]' Bay riqiure. 



moTe,-in September, 1881, which nominated 
William Wirt, of Maryland, for President, SJid 
Amos Ellmaker, of Peansylrania, for Vice-Pre- 
sident The conveotioo was attended by 112 de- 
legates from the States of Maine, New-Hampshire, 
Vermont, MassachuBelts, Rhode Island, Ccii- 
nectiout, New-York, New-Jersey, PennsylTama, 



being fyHj repiMented. John 0. Spencer, of 



New-Tork, presided orer the delil cratioBB of tht 
Caavention, and the nominees receired each 
108 Totes. The candidates accepted the nomi- 
nation and receired the electoral role of Ver- 
mont only. The Conrention did not enunciate 
any distinct platform of principles, but ap- 
pointed a committee to issue an Address to the 
people. In due time, the address was published. 
It Is quite as prolix and rerbose aa modem po- 
litical addresses; and, after stating at great 
length the necessary quliloatloas for the 
Chief of a great and free people, and present- 
ing B searching crltidsm on the Institution of 
Free-masonry m lis moral and political bearings, 
lomewhat intendfied from the excitement 
caused by tbe (then recent) alleged mnrder of 
William Iforgan, for baring rereued tbe secrets 
3 Masonic Order, the Address comes to the 
conclusion that, dnce tbe institution had be- 
ae a political engine, political ageneies most 
used to avert its baneful effects — in other 
words, " that an enlightened eierdas of the 
right of suffrage Is tbe constitntional and 
equitable mode adopted by tbe Anti-Masons is 
necessary to remove the evil they suffer, end 
produce the reforms they seek." 



There was ni 
■ s party to 
second term ; but the party were n 
well satisfied with Mr. Calhoun, tbe Vice-Presi- 
dent ; so a Conrention was called to meet at 
Baltimore in May, 1S8S, to nominate a candi- 
date for tbe second office. Delegates appeared 
and took their seats tmto the States of 
Maine, New-Bampshire, Vermont, Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New-Tork, 
New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Gleor^a, Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, Ten- 
issee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. 
Gen. Robert Lacas, of Ohio, presided, and 
the regular proceedings were commenced by 
tbe passage of the following resolution: 
Sttolvtd, That tub But! be anUltad, In tb* namloa- 
OQ to be made lor ib« Tlefr-PrealduioT, to a Dumber it 
Dtci equal to tha nnmber to vblob they wlU bo oalltlod 
In tha eleotoral «atl«(«s, ondar Uh Daw appotUonaianl, 
In tdUdi ISr Praldant and Tlaa-PraildaDl : and thai 
two-thlKU of th* wholB nnmbar al tb* toMa b the Ooa- 

ms to have been the origin of tha 
famous "two-thirds" rule which has prevailed 
of late in Democratic National Conrentions. 

The Gonrcntioo proceeded to ballot for a o«n- 
didata for Vice-President, with the following 

Martin Tab Boran: nnnesUnt, B; Dlinola, t| 

"-■" lfl;Ki!rUiO«rollBa,»;Goorfl»,lI; 

■ - " ■ d. T; *aw. 



bUna-tt: FennajlTula, SO; Marrland, T; ifaw. 
ay, BiUalH^i4,«iBiuidaIilaiiil^;Uiliia,10| 
.—•aghosatta, 14; Oelawar«,S; Wew- H a m pahl r ^ J; 
•w-York, 41 ; Tatmost, T ; ll^wma, 1— ToUL KH. 
tar BMiard H. Johnaon: Ullnols, I: InUasa, >[ 
[■ttaalo'.U-JTotaLM. 

Vor PbUlp P. Baibonr : Naith OarollDS, > : Tbglida, 
.J; HaiylaBd,!; Bonlh OanUna, U; llabama, ^ 
Total, 4>. 
Mr. Van Buren, having received more than 
ro-thirdi of all (be toM east, wm deaUi«d 



NATIONAL CONYXNTIONS AND PLATFORMa U 

dulT nomlDated as the candidate of the partj diate predecessor (J. Q. Adams) bj Gen. Jack* 

for Vice-President. son in his Inaagurai Address, and adds : 

The Convention passed a resolation cordially The Sadeeomm of thli demmdation was Iwrdlj itM 

concurring in the repeated nominations which gUkrinf than tti eMMtlal UUiurtice, and can only b« 

rL-.« r«^i.«^» u«^ m^^^iw,^A :« •r.^/«»<. Tva.fa ^r paralleled by that of the •nbsequent denunciation of the 

Gen. Jackson had received in various parts of ^^ Admliitratfon, on the laSie authority, to a foreign 

the country for reelection as President. goTemaent. 

Mr. Archer, of Virginia, from the committee Exception is taken to the indiscriminate re- 
appointed to prepare an address to the people, „^^i ^^f ^ officers within the reach of the Pre- 
reported that sident, who were not attached to his person or 

The committee, having Interdianged opinions on the party. As illustrative of the extent to which 

rehject inbmltted to them, and agreehig fUlly In the this political proscription was carried, it is stated 

prindplei and ientlments which they beUeve ought to be tha* within a mnnth nflpr thft inAUPurntlnn ftf 

Smbodied hi an addreee of this description, if such an J?"» ^"om a monin aner ine inauguration oi 

address were to he made^ nevertheless deem it adrisa- vreneral Jackson, more persons were removed 

ble under eadsting drcnmstances, to recommend the f^m office than during the whole 40 years that 

a<toption ^ the fojowlng resolution i ^^^ previously elapsed since the adoption of the 

Beaoi9§d, That It be recommended to the several de- """ pi^ vivuoi/ ^**ir^Y »»"*"» *"'' j *.!i: 'Tu a j 
legations in this Convention, fai place of a eeneral Ad- Constitution. Fault is also found with the Ad- 
dress from this body to the people of the United States, ministration in its conduct of our foreign affairs. 
to nmke such explanations by address, report, or other- Aitkin tfiA AHHr^m eava • 
wise, to their rwpective consUtuents, of the object, pro- ^^^^ ^^^ AQOress iayi • 

oeemngs and resiUt of the meeting, as they may deem On the great subjects of internal policy, the course 

cneiUentb of the President has been so inconsistent and vadllating, 

that tt is impossible for any party to place confidence in 

The retolt of this election was the choice of his character, or to consider him as a true and effective 

General Jackson, who received the electoral *J2«- By avowlnghls approbation of a judicious tary, 

. _- .. ^ r^n^J.: o*-*^- . •* Ae same time recommending to Congress precisely the 

▼Ote Of the foUowmg States : ,iuae policy which had been adopted as the best plan of 

Ohio, M ; LooMwia, 6 ; »n««S3>pl, 4 ; IndUna, » ; "•«»ttn»g ttie mort ImportMt bllli otUitai dMoriptlon 

Unnob, 5 i AtabamL T ; BItaourL 4-1-ToUL »1». »"<*! »«'•«'"!?"?**..'? "^ *' Oongwi^ the Proddent 

Mr. Van Buren received only 189 Totes for ,K°^*?»''^°oi'.''p°i*' '*!f'i'"**'°''T"" ^^H 

ir«!^i»lIrfjL!» D.™..,,i-2^!. Li.t^\. ^.^ ki. toe United States Bank, and the necemty and 

^t'W::L^"S^i^;noted'for W^ll'aL' ^'^r^ ^^ *»' ^ti'^^f «" "K-d icon- 

mil* ^-^-jp*"! SrV *r XT' T> JaZT siderable length. The outrageous and inhuman 

Wilkins of that State for Vice-President, ♦^^^^^^x ^Au^ pk««^i,^« i^Ai^^a k« *u^ c*-*^ 

John Seiveant, for Vice-President, received the ^^Jjf «^* ^^ the Cherokee Indmns by the State 

VZ^ «.£ t« Vr. rimZ \Z P^^«lA«f finn*!, ^^ Georgia, and the failure of the National Ad- 

sftme vote as Mr. oiay for irresiaent. soutn -„:„:„«.«,?;^' ♦« «.«^*««f «Ua». :« ♦!»«>;« «i:«.u*<. 

Qjr^„..^forHen^LeeofMa«achuset», ^^T^by 'TreSrwlth^he 'U'tSd &, 

for Vice-rresMlenL j^ ^j^ ^j^^ Buhiect of animadversion in the 

— — the Address. 

NATIONAL BEPUBLIC AN CONVENTION-. ^ ^^^""^ 7!f' »^P?«^ recommending to the 

♦ ^««v.. M «M» w ^*^^^ ^^^^ *^^ **^*^ young men of the National Republican Party to 

hold a Convention in the city of Washington on 

The NaUonal Republicans met in convention the following Hay. 
at Baltimore, Dee. 12, 1881. Seventeen States Such a Convention was accordingly held at 

and the District of Columbia were represented the Capital on the 11th of May, 1882, over 

by lb*l delegates, who east a unanimous vote which William Cost Johnson, of Maryland, pre- 

for Henry Clay, of Kentucky, for President, and sided, and at which the following, among other 

John Sei^eant, of Pennsylvania, for Vice-Pre- resolves, were adopted : 

rident James Barbour, of Virginia, presided, BtoUttd, That an adequate Protection te American 

and the States represented were : Maine, New« Industry is In^pensable to the prosperity of the eoun- 

Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode IsUnd, Con- ^"^j f °^ *^*i *°*****?*i^S?°* **' **** P^**°^i ** "? 

«M«.|«BiM.^ j»»x»v««Moc»»o, ^"vuc; jLDUkuu, v/vu ^^^ would be attended with consequences ruinous to 

neeacat, vennont, x<iew lorK, JNew Jersey, the best interests of the Nation. 

Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland. Virginia, J^MofoMf, That a uniform system of Intemallmprove- 

North Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, S«^h?*wi!2Ji°i".'SSJI^1n^^*^h!^^^^ 

T ^~t^ ^ ^-. J T_ js_ iTO- V« — A» J A J ment, is calculated to secure, m tne highest degree, the 

Lomtiana and Indiana. The Convention adopted harmony, the strength and the permanency of the Be- 
no formal platform of principles, but issued an public 
Address; mainly devoted to a criticism on the J2«wfe«f, That the todiscrtmUiate removal of public 

A ^•.:«u»..^An ^t /i« T.>..i.<.^«. ..<..^! officers, for a mere difference <tf political opmlon, Is a 

Adniniatration of Gen. Jackson, asserting, ^^ S,^. ^, po,^er ; and that the doctrine lately 

aiDOng other things, that— boldly preached hi the United SUtes Senate, that *' to the 

victors belong ttie spoils of the vanquished,'* Is detri- 

The potttleal history of the Union for the last three mental to the Interest, corrupting to the morals, and 

yean ezhibUs a series of measures plainly dictated In all dangerous to the liberties of the people of this ooun- 

their principal features by blind cupidity or vlndlcUve try. 

party spiri^ marked throughout by a disregard of good _ 

policy. Justice, and everv high and generous sentiment, 

5;S.£SjSSl^,iS5±it1S?^in*'i^^^^^^ DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION, 
be met with la the annals of the oivHised world. 1 o^^. 

The address alludes to the charge of incapa- In May, 1885, a National Convention t^^t^ 

tity and eormption leveled against his imme- senting twenty-oii<ft ^^\Aa^ ^savcc^^^ ^ ^"i^i^ 



it 
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more to Dominate candidates for President and 
Vice-President. The Hon. Andrew SteFenson, 
of Virginia, was chosen president, with half a 
dosen Tice-presidents and four secretaries. A 
rule was adopted that two-thirds of the whole 
number of votes should be necessary to make a 
nomination or to decide any question connected 
therewith. On the first baUot for President, 
Mr. Van Buren was nominated unanimously, re- 
ceiyinff 265 votes* For Vice-President, Richard 
M. Johnson, of Kentucky, received 178, and 
William C. Rives, of Virginia, 87. Mr. John- 
son, having received more than two-thirds of 
all the votes cast, was declared duly nominated 
as the candidate for Vice-President. This Con* 
vention adopted no platform. 

THE OPPOSITION IN 1886. 

In 1835, Gen. Wm. H. Harrison, of Ohio, was 
nominated for President, with Francis Granger, 
for Vice-President, by a Whig State Oonvention 
at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and also by a 
Democratic Anti-Masonic Convention held at 
the same place. A Whig State Convention in 
Maryland also nominated Gen. Harrison for Pre- 
sident, with John Tyler, of Virginia, for Vice. 
Gen. H. also received nominations in New York, 
Ohio and other States. 

Hugh L. White, of Tennessee was nommated 
by the Legislatures of Tennessee and Alabama, 
as the Opposition or Anti-Jackson candidate ; 
while Mr. Webster was the favorite of the Oppo- 
sition in Massachusetts, and Willie P. Mangum, 
of N. C. received the vote of S. C, 11. The 
result of the contest of 1836 was the election 
of Mr. Van Buren, who received the electoral 
votes of the States of 

Maine, 10; New-Hampshire, 7 ; Rhode Island, 4; Con- 
nectieat, 8; New Tork, 42: Pennsylvania. 80 : Tirginia,* 
M; North Carolina, 16: Louisiana, 5; Mississippi, 4; 
Illinois, 5; Alabama, 7 : Missouri, 4 ; Arkansas, 8 ; Miehi- 
gan,8-Totall70. 

QeiL Harrison received the votes of 

Termont, 7 ; New-Jersey, 8 ; Delaware, 8 ; Maryland, 
10 ; Kentucky, 15; Ohio, 21 ; and Indiana, i^Total, 78. 

Hugh L. White received the vote of Georgia, 
11, and Tennessee, 15: total, 26. Mr. Webster 
received the vote of Massachusetts, 14. 

WHIG NATIONAL CONVENTION,— 1839. 

A Whig National Convention representing 
twenty-one States met at Harrisburg, Pa., Dec. 
4, 1 839. James Barbour, of Virginia, presided, 
and the result of the first ballot was the nomina- 
tion of Gen. William H. Harrison, of Ohio, who 
received 148 * votes to 90 for Henry Clay, and 
16 for Gen. Winfield Scott. John Tyler, of 
Virginia, was unanimously nominated as the 
Whig candidate for Vice-President. The Con- 
Tedtion adopted no platform of principles ; but 
the parU in conducting the memorable cam- 

Ckign of 1840, assailed the Administration of 
r. Van Buren for its general mismanagement 
of public affairs and its profligacy, and the 

"Ballots were repeatedly taken in eammittee througfaout two 
or three days ; but as do candidHta received n mnjoritr, it was 
only reported to the convention that tiie committee bad not been 
able to a«rree on a candidate to be pr«Meiited to the oonvention. 
Filially, the delegates from New-Yorlc and other States which 
bad supported Gen. Scott, generally went over to Oen. Harrieon, 
who thoe received a majority, when the result was dertarod, m 
ftbove. 



result was the triumphant election of Harritom 
and Tyler, Van Buren receiving the electoral 
vote of only seven States ; viz : 

New-Hampshire, 7 ; YlrglnU, S8 : South Osrollna, 11 ; 
Illinoi8,5; Alabaml^7; MiM0iiri,4; and Aricansat,^— 
Total, 60. 

South -Carolina refused to vote for Richard M. 
Johnson for Vice-President, throwing away her 
11 votes on Littleton W. Tazewell, of Virginia. 
Harrison and Tyler received the votes of the 
following States: 

Maine, 10; Maasachtuetti, 14: Rhode Idand, 4 ; Ooa- 
nectieat, 8 ; Yermont, 7 ; New-Tork. 49 ; New-Jerscrr, 8 : 
Pennsylvania, 80 ; Delaware, 8; Mairland, 10; North 
OaroUna, 15 ; Georgia, 11 ; Kentaclnr, 16 ; Tenneeaee, 16 ; 
Ohio, 81 ; Louisiana, 6 ; MbdMlppLd: Indiana,*; Iflobl- 
gan, 8— Total, 884. 



ABOLITION CONVBimON,— 1889. 

A Convention of Abolitionists was held at 
Warsaw, K. T., on the 18th of November, 18S9, 
which adopted the fallowing : 

Ii4toh)sd^ That, in oar Judgment, every oonrideratfen 
of duty and ezpedienoy which ott|^t to control the 
aeUon of Christian freemen, requires of the AboUtlonlsu 
of the U. 8. to organise a distinct and Independent p(^ 
tieal party, embracing all the necessary means for nomi- 
nating candidates for office and sustaining them by 
public sofflrage. 

The Convention then nominated for Prerf* 
dent James 6. Birney, of New York, and for 
Vice-President Francis J. Lemoyne, of Penn- 
sylvania. These gentlemen subsequently de- 
clined the nomination. Nevertheless they 
received a total of 7,609 votes in various IVee 
States. 



DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION, 

1840. 

A Democratic National Convention met at 
Baltimore, May 5th, 1840, to nominate candi- 
dates for President and Vice-President. Dele- 
gates were present from the States of Maine, 
New-Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, New-York, New-Jersey, Pexmsylvanla, 
Maryland, North Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Ten.nessee,Ohio, Alabama,Mi88issippi, Louisiana, 
Indiana, Missouri, Michigan, and Ariutnaas. 
Gov. William Carroll, of Tennessee, presided, 
and the Convention, before proceeding to the 
nomination of candidates, adopted the follow- 
ing pUtform— viz. : 

1. Resolvsd, That the Federal Government is one of 
limited powers, derived solely firomthe Constitution, and 
the grants of power shown therein ou^t to be strictly 
construed by all the departmoits and agents of the 
government, and that it is inexpedient and dangerous to 
exercise doubtftil constitutional powers. 

S. Besolvid, That the Constitution d^es not confer 
upon the General Government the power to. commence 
or carry on a general system of internal improvement. 

8. Betolveal That the Constitution does not confer 
authority upon the Federal Government, directly or in- 
directly, to assume the debts of the several States, con- 
tracted for local internal improvements or other State 
purposes ; nor would such assumption be Just or ex- 
pedient. 

4. Besolvsd, That Justice and sound policy forbid the 
Federal Government to foster one branch of industry to 
the detriment of another, or to cherish the interest of 
one portion to the injury of another portion of our com- 
mon country — ^that every cttisen and every section of 
the country has a rig^t to demand and insist upon as 
equality of rights and priyileges, and to con4»iete and 
ample protection of persons and property firom domestic 
violence or foreign aggression. 
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fi. SstH^vtd, That it to the duty of ererj branch of 
Om fOTemment to enforce and practice the moft rigid 
MMkomy in oondoeiing oar pabUe affidrs, and that no 
more rerenae oo|j^t to be ra&ed than to required to de- 
tnj the necem^ expensee of the goTemment. 

<L £e$okMd,Tm Congrese has no power to charter a 
Unitad States Bank, that we belieye such an insUtution 
one of deadlj hostility to the best Interests of the coun- 
try, dangerous to our republican institutions and the 
Hberttes of the people, and calculated to place the busi- 
ness of the country within the control of a concentrated 
money power, and abore the laws and the wlU of tiie 
people. 

7. MetoUted, niat Congress has no power, under the 
OonsUtution, to interfere with or control the domestic 
institutions of the several States ; and that such States 
are the sole and proper Judges of everything pertaining 
to th^ own aflCurs, not prohibited by the Constitution ; 
that an efforts, by abolitionists or others, made to induce 
Oongress to interfere with questions of slavery, or to 
take Inc^ient steps in relation thereto, are calculated to 
lead to the most alamdng and dangerous eonsequ^oes, 
and Uiat all such efforts have an inevitable tendency to 
diminish the happiness of the people, and endanger the 
ttabill^ and permanency of the Union, and ought not to 
be countenanced by any firiwd to our PoUttcal InsUtu* 
ttons. 

8w Betoieed, That the separation of the moneys of the 
CerremmMit from banking institutions to indispensable 
v>T the safety of the ftinds of the government and the 
itodits of the people. 

f . Muoleedf That the liberal prlndples embodied by 
Jelforson in the Declaration of Independence, and sano- 
Ikmed in the Constitution, which makes ours the land 
of Kberty and the asylum of the oppressed of every 
Ballon, have ever been cardinal prindples in the Demo- 
oratte nith: and every attempt to abridge the present 
privilege of becoming dUsens, and the owners of soli 
among us, ought to be restoted with the same q>lrit 
whldi swept the Allen and Sedition Laws from our statute 
book. 

The Conyention then unanimously nominated 
Mr. Van Buren for reelection as President ; but, 
there being much diversitj of opinion as to the 
proper man for Vice-President, the following 
preamble and resolution were adopted : 

ITAereas, Several of the States which have nominated 
Martin Van Buoren as a candidate for the Presidency, 
have put in nomination different individuato as canm- 
dates for Vice-President, thus Indicating a ^versity of 
opkdon as to the person best entitled to the nomination : 
and whereas some of the said States are not represented 
la thto Convention, therefore, 

JSseolMd, That the Convention deem it expedient at 
the present time not to choose between the Individuato 
In nMuination, but to leave the dectoion to their Repub- 
Boiin fdlow-dusras in the several States, trusting that 
before the election shall take place, theur opinions will 
become so concentrated as to secure the choice of a 
Tke-Presldent by the Electoral College. 

WHIG NATIONAL CONVENTION, 1844. 

A Whig National Convention assembled in 
Baltimore, on the Ist of Maj, 1844, in which 
every State in the Union was represented. Am- 
brose Spencer, of New-Tork, presided, and Mr. 
Qay was nominated for President by acclama- 
tion. For Vice-President, there was some di- 
versity of preference, and Mr. Frelinghuysen, of 
N. J., was nominated on the third ballot as fol- 
lows: 

BALLOTS. 
Int. 

T. Frcllngfausrsen, N. J., 101 

John Da^ Mass., 88 

]iIUardflUmore,N.T., 08 

John Sergeant, Pa., 83 



Government, and dtocilminating with special reference 
to the Protection of the Domestic Labor of the country 



Distribution (tf the proceeds from the sales of tiie 
Pttblle Lands— a single term for the Presidency—a re- 
form of executive usurpations — and generally such an ad- 
mintotration of the affidrs of the country, as shall impart 
to every branch of the public service the greatest practi- 
cable efficiency, controlled by a well-regulated and wise 
economy. 

The contest resulted in the choice of the 
Democratic candidates (Polk and Dallas,) who 
received 170 electoral votes as follows : Maine, 
9; New-Hampshire, 6; New- York, 86; Pemu- 
sylvania, 26 ; Virginia, 17 ; South Carolina, 
9; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 6 ; 
Louisiana, 6 ; Indiana, 12 ; Illinois, 9 ; Missouri, 
7 ; Arkansas, 8 ; Michigan, 6 — 170. 

For Clay and Frelinghuysen: Vermont, 6; 
Massachusetts, 12 ; Bhode Island, 4 ; Connecti- 
cut, 6 ; New-Jersey, 7 ; Delaware, 8 ; Maryland, 
8; North Carolina, 11; Tennessee, 18; Ken- 
tucky, 12; Ohio, 28—105. 

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION, 

1844. 

A Democratic National ConTention assembled 
at Baltimore on the 27th May, 1844, adopted the 
two-third rule and, after a stormy session of three 
days, James K. Polk, of Tennessee, was nomi- 
nated for President, and Silas Wright, of New 
York, for Vice-President. Mr. Wright declined 
the nomination, and Oeorge M. Dallas, of Penn- 
sylvania, was subsequently selected to fill the 
second place on the ticket. 

The ballotings for President were as follows : 

BILLOTS. 

Ist. 2d. Srd. 4th. 5th. 6th. 7tb. 8th. 9th. 
M. Tan Buren.... 146 12T 181 111 108 101 99 104 S 

LewisCaM 88 94 92 105 107 116 128 114 29 

B.M. Jolmson.... 29888882262S21 — — 
James Buchanan.. 4 9 1117 292822 2 — 

J. 0. Calhoun — 1211112 — 

Levi Woodbury... — .— 2 — -~ — — — «- 

Oom. Stewart — 1 — ~^.._^^ 

James K. Polk.... — — -.^ — — .44 



2d, Srd. 

118 156 

74 79 

51 40 

82 withdrawn. 



Total, 275 275 274 

The principles of the party were briefly 

summed up in the following resolve, which was 

adopted by the Convention : 

Bstol/ved^ That theee princlplee may be summed as 
coaqitflilnf a w^ regulated National currency—a Tariff 
lor rereaue to defray the necessary expenses of the 



Mr. .Van. Buren^s name was withdrawn after 
the 8th ballot 

The platform adopted by the Conyention was 
the same as that of 1840, with the folio wmg 
additions : 

SeaoU)^ That the proceeds of the Publle Lands 
oug^t to be sacredly applied to the national objects sped- 
fled in the Constitution, and that we are opposed to the 
laws lately adopted, and to any law for the DUttribution 
of such proceeds among the StatM, as alike inexpedient 
in policy and repugnant to the Constitution. 

Mfwoedf That we are decidedly opposed to taking 
from the President the qualified veto power by which he 
is enabled, under restrictions and responsibilities amply 
sufficient to guard the public interest, to suspend the 
passage of a bill, whose merits cannot secure the ^> 
proral of two-thirds of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, until the Judgment of the people can be ob- 
tained thereon, and which has thrice saved the Ameri- 
can People ttom. the corrupt and tyrannical domination 
of the Bank of the United States. 

Be$olv6d^ That our tiae to the whole of the Territory of 
Oregon is clear and unquestionable: that no portion of the 
same ought to be ceded to England or any oUier power ; 
and that the reoccupaUon of Oregon and the reannex- 
ation of Texas at the earliest practicable period are 
great American measures, which this Convention recom- 
mends to the cordial support of the Democracy of the 
Union. 

LIBERTY PARTY NATIONAL CONVEN- 
TION, 1843. 

The Liberty Party National Convention met 
at Bufialo, on the 80th of Aa^s^v X^^wmMiet 



14 



A POLITIOAL THrr-BOOK FOR 1860. 



King, of Ohio, presided, and James 6. BirneT, of 
Michigan, was unanimously nominated for Pre- 
sident, with Thomas Morris, of Ohio, for Vice- 
President. Among the resolves adopted were 
the following: 

XMolMd, That human tnrotherhood li a cardinal prin- 
ciple of true Democracy, as well as of pure Ghristianitj, 
wnlch spurns all Inconsistent limitations; and neither 
ttie political party whldi repudiates It, nor the political 
9item which is not based upon It, can be truly Demo- 
vatlc or permanent. 

Beaolvedf That the Liberty Party, placing itself upon 
Us broad principle, will demand the absolute and un^ 
mallfied divorce of the General Government flrom 
uavery, and also the restoration of equality of rights, 
among men, in every State where the party exists, or 
cuur ezist. 

kuoUoed^ That the Liberty Party has not been organ- 
laed for any temporary purpose by Interested politidans, 
but has arnen from among the people in consequence of 
a convicUon, hourly gaining ground, that no other party 
In the counter represents the true prmclples of American 
Ubwrty, or the true sphrlt of the Constitution of the 
United States. 

£e»olv6df That the Uberty Party has not been organ- 
ised merely fbr the orerthrow of slavery ; Its first de* 
elded effort must, indeed, be directed against slarehold- 
ing as the grossest and most revolting manifestation of 
despotism, but it will also carry out the principle of 
eonal rif^ts into all Its practical consequences and ap- 
plications, and support every Just measure conducive to 
Individual and social fireedom. 

JBeaolv&df That the Liberty Party is not a sectional 
party but a national party ; was not originated in a de- 
lire to accomplish a nn^e object, but in a comprehen- 
sive regard to the great interests of the whole country; 
is not a new party, nor a thhrd party, bat is the party 
of 1T7<L reviving the principles of that memorable era, 
and striving to carry them into practical application. 

Jie9ok)eaf That it was underslood in the times of the 
Declaration and the Constitution, that the existence of 
slavery hi some of the States, was in derogation of the 
prindples of American Liberty, and a deep stain upon 
the character of the country, and the implied faith of the 
States and the Nation was pledged, that slavery should 
never be extended beyond Its then existing limits, but 
should be gradually, and yet, at no distant day, wholly 
ibolished by State authority. 

BMolvedf That the Iklth of the States and the Nation 
3»us pledged, was most nobly redeemed by the voluntary 
4boUtion of Slavery in several of the States, and by the 
idoptlon of the Ordinance of 1787, for the government 
it the Territory northwest of the river Ohio, then the only 
rsrrltocy in the Uidted States, and consequently the only 
erritory subject In this respect to the control of Congress 
Vy which Ordinance Slavery was forever excluded Arom 
iie vast regions wUch now compose the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and the Territory of Wlscon- 
rin, and an incapacity to bear up any other than freemen, 
was impressed on the soil itsell 

JBesolvedf That the faith of the States and NaUon 
thus pledged, has been shamefully violated by the omis- 
sion on the part of many of the States, to take any 
measures whatever for the Abolition of Slavery within 
their respective limits ; by tlie contLouance of Slavery 
in the Dutrict of Columbia, and in the Territories of 
Louisiana and Florida; by the Legislation of Congress ; 
by the protection afforded by natioual legislation and 
D^;otlation to slaveholding in American vessels, on the 
nigh seas, employed in the coastwise Slave Traffic : and 
by the extension of slavery far beyond Its original 
limits, by acts of Congress, admitting new Slave States 
Into the Union. 

Sesohedf That the fundamental truths of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, that all men are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights, among which are 
Ufe^ liberty and the pursuit of happiness, was made the 
fundamental law of our National Government, by that 
amendment of the Constitution which declares that no 
penon shall be deprived of life, liberty or property, 
wttbont due process of law. 

BMolted, That we recognize as sound, the doctrine 
maintained by slaveholdmg Juristo, tliat slavery Is 
against natural rights, and strictly local, and that its ex- 
iMence and continuance rests on no other support than 
State Legislation, and not on any authority of Congress. 

B—olctd, That the General Government has, under 
che Constitution, no power to establish or continue 
Slavery anywhere, and therefore that all treaties and 
acts of Congress establishing, continuing or favming 
Stovery In the District of Columbia, in tho Territory of 



Florida, fMr on the U|jh seas, are unconstitutional, and all 
attempts to hold men as property within the limits of ex- 
cliislve nallpnal Jurisdiction, oug^t to beprohiblted b7 law. 
JUaohea, That the provUon of the Constitution of the 
United States, which confers extraordinary political 

E^wen on the own^ of slaves, and therd)y constitute 
g the two hundred and fifty thousand slaveholders In 
the Slave States a privileged aristocracy ; and the pro- 
vision for the reclamation of fugitive slaves firom service, 
are Antl-Republlcan In thdr character, dangerous to the 
liberties of the people, and ought to be abrogated. 

JBetoivedf That the practical operation of the second 
of these provisions, is seen in the enactment of the act 
of Congress respecting persons escaping flrom their mas- 
ters, whldi act, if the construction given to it by the 
Supreme Court of the United States in the case of Prigg 
98, Pennsylvania be correct, nullifies the habeas corpus 
acts of all the States, takes away the whole lentl security 
of personal freedom, and ought therefore to be imme^ 
ately repealed. 

i?Mo/e«2, That the peculiar patronage and support 
hitherto extended to Slavery and Slaveholding, by the 
General Government, ou^t to be immediately with- 
drawn, and the example and Influence of National 
authonty oug^t to be arrayed on the ride of Liberty and 
Free Labor. 

Betolved, That the practice of the General Govern- 
ment, which prevails in the Slave States, of employing 
Slaves upon the public worlcs, instead of free laborers, 
and paying aristocratic mafitera, with a view to secure oi 
reward political services, b utte.ly Indefensible and 
oudit to be abandoned. 

IU>9ol€ed, That flreedom of speech, and of the press, 
and the rikht of petition, and the right of trial by Jury, 
are sacred and inviolable ; and that all rules, regula- 
tions and laws, hi derogation of either are oppressive, un- 
ConstttutionaL and not to be endured by free people. 

JBssotes<f, That we regard voting in an eminent de- 
gree, as a moral and religious duty, which, when exer- 
ciseo, should be by voting for those who will do all in 
their power for Immediate Emancipation. 

Buol«ed. That tUs Convention recommend to the 
friends of Liberty in all those Free States where any in- 
equality of rights and privileges exists on account of 
color, to employ their utmost energies to remove all such 
remnants and effects of the Slave system. 

Wh»r&<u, The Constitution of these United SUtes is 
a series of agreements, covenants, or contracts between 
the people of the United States, each with all and all 
with each ; and 

Whsrtas. It Is a principle of universal morality, that 
the moral laws of the Creator are paramount to aU 
human laws ; or, In the language of an Apostle, that 
**we oug^t to obey God rather than men:*' and, 

ITAersas, The principle of common law— that any 
eontract, covenant, or agreement, to do an act deroga- 
tory to natural right, is vitiated and annulled by its In- 
herent immorality— has been recognized by one of the 
Justices of tiie Supreme Court of the United States, who 
in a recent case expressly holds that *' any contract 
that rests upon such a basb is void ;** and, 

ITAsrMM, The third clause of the second section of 
the fourth article of the Constitution of the United 
States, when construed as providing for the surrender of 
a Fugitive Slave, does ** rest upon such a basis,'* in that 
it is a contract to rob a man of a natural rightp-namely, 
his natural ri|(ht to his own liberty; and is, therefore, 
absolutely void. Therefore, 

Sesolved, That we hereby give it to be distinctly 
understood by this nation and the world, that, as aboli- 
tionists, considering that the strength of our cause lies 
in its rii^teousness. and our hope for it in our conformity 
to the laws of Goo, and our respect tot the biobts or 
MAM, we owe it to the Sovereign Ruler of the universe, as 
a proof of our allegiance to Him, in all our civil relations 
and offices, whether as private dtisens or as public 
ftmctionaries sworn to support the Constitution of the 
United States, to regard and to treat the third clause of 
the fourth article of that instrument, whenever applied 
to the case of a fugitive slave, as utterly null and void, 
and consequently as forming no part of the Constitution 
of the United States, whenever we are called upon oi 
sworn to support It. 

Jis9ol9tdf That the power given to Congress by tht 
Constitution, to provide for calling out the militia to 
suppreu insurrection, does not make it the duty of the 
Government to maintain lUavery by military force, much 
less does it make it the duty of the citlsens to form a 
part of such military force. When freemen unsheath the 
sword it should be to strike for Liberty, not for Despotp 
iam. 

BetohoBd, That to preserve the peace of the citizens, ana 
essings of fireedom, the Legislature of each ot 



secure ths blessings 



KATBiSiL OORTKErnOZIB ASD FLAXPOSHB. 



OahHSUtMBaghttokM la bwoa nltaU* M 
rMdetu U pwi4l tat uy ortti inliilritaiiHta Iru 
•r lid & tmujiantiit tnn loA StaM, 107 i 
■tuU, tA b* Uiu tnnnigrMd, n«ntr beeuM B 
laSe Hut Un ot IU17 oUrn- SUM ; Ihli resiBuit 



WHIG NATIONAL COSVKNTION, 1818. 
A Whig Hstioaal CoiiTeation met nt Pblla- 
delpbla, on the 7cli of June, 1846, over nbiah 
John U. Harebead, of North Oarolina, presided. 
After a rather slonny Bessitfn of three days, 
Hen. Zacbarj T>;lor, of Louisiana, wat aomi- 
nat«d for President, and HiUard EllliDOre, of 
Ne«-Tort, for Vice-Preaideat, Gen. Taylor 
WBi DOmloatei on the faurth ballot, as fallows : 



MsSaa" !"'■!'■!""! I 1 — — 

ToUL 1T> 180 ill m 

Mr. Fillmore was nominated for Tica-Preai- 
dtM on the second ballot, by tbe foUowing 




terlBK vote < 
George Evans, of Maine, received 6 ; T. IC. T. 
UoKeanen,of Pa., IS; Andrew Blewwt, of Pa., 
U : and John Sergeant, of Pa., 6. 

The Convention adopted no Platform of 
Prineiples. After it had been orgaoiied, and a 
resolnlioa ofTered to go into a ballot for candi- 
dates for Freaideac and Yice-Fresident, Ur. 
Lewij D. Campbell, of Ohio, moved to amend 
mn follows : 

BttoUft, nut St CMdMate ilutl be ei 
«<lv* tb* agndnatlon at tUi Oanvtndaa In Pnatdaat 
ar Vlc>-Pnild«it, nnlra* ba has |It« anil 
hs wtu abide bv and upp«rt the namlailHii 1 ia« 11 
mointnattd h* irtQ ace«pt Iba nomloallaa; (lui ha wUI 
eouldv UmSlt the oaodldaU of iba WUn ud »• 
aU pnper inliunea ta briDf latspracUsal •peraltoa tba 
yanaplt and meaiiuai ot Uu Vnl^ Ttttg. 

This reeolation met with decided oppo^tion, 
•nd the president ruled It out of order, from 
which deelnon Hr. Canipbdl appealed, and Id a 
apeeeh contended (hat it wa« sbnetly In order to 
deSne what sort of eaadidiM idioald be voted 
for, and to declare that non* bnt mand Whfga 
•hould teoeive important DomlBatloiu at & 
hands of a Wbig National CoDveatian. Th« 
appeal was tabled. 

kr. FoUer, of New York, offered the foltoW' 



AModMd, IbuutbaliMdiMraratT 
-* "M Whli PartT la to pman tha pilad^M and b 
tf o( dM vanr. tta (Uu •( BO oao^iuo su b 



ne president rated Uiis reaolatioD o.. 
ordw, and Mr. Fuller appealed. Insisting 1 
•• Wm Whig could reaaonabij olfject t 



proportion. FUt appeal wat alw laid oa IIm 
table. 

After Ont. Taylor had been Bomioatedi, Xr. 
Charles Allen, of Ilassachosetta, offered tba 
following: 

SfotvKt, Hut the Vhif Pirtr, thnuh Urn repnn^ 
talivaa Ihtil anvea to ■bide b* tba nomuution ot Odw. 
laabaiT Taller, on condmon that ha wlU aaecfa tk* 
noBilBalloB u tba eandldaU ot the VUg Party, aat 
adhara to In p*flat fnnitmfintal prindpls-mo artl^ 
rion at ■!»« tanltory— 00 aeqaUllon ot ltirel[a t«n( 
tor/ bjconqmait-^ratectlaa to Amariaaa IndnWiT, and 
BpiioiUlaB ta becatlTa luurpatlaB. 

The preudent immediatelj deeded the raso- 
Intion oat of order, and no f\irther notice ww 

After the oominattoD (or V1ce-Pre«i<tent ha4 
been made, Ur. IfcCuUoDgh, of NewJettey, 
oObred the following: 

amli*i. That OaL Eai&aiT Tartar, of LodHaM, 
and UIDard niDMn, at Raw-Tork, b^aad (bw are 
becabj nnaakMualv Boohiated aa tbo wUc eaodMaUi 
tor Fneldaat andnoe-rndduit at tho l^lad BUUB. 

Hr. D. K. Tilden, of Ohio, propoeed the fot> 
lowing, eiprei^g the opinion that eome wieh 
declaration by the Conventian would be neces- 
sary. In order to secure the vote of Ohio for 



._ . with the iBollUtlaB at SlavaiT wttMa (ba sevanl 
atat(aattUsUataa,KMvirtk«lMShaa tha power Mri 
tt k tba daty at OouraH (a prsblUt tha inlndattlon «r 
■riataaea af Hanr/la aaj MrritMT BOW jainia'* •>■ 
wUsta Majt bareatlorbe aofdre^lv (ha Unltad tt 



order, and laid on the table. A motion waa 
made to divide Ui. UeCnUough's resolve, so 
that the vote could be takea ■eparal«ly on 
President and on Yice-Prendent, when, after 
discussion, the resolve was withdrawn. 

ICr. Hilliard, of Alabanta, offered a raiolve 
indorsing Gen. Taylor's letter M Cantua AIB- 
Bon, which, meeting opposi^n, was withdrawn ; 
so the Convention ■ijJourBed without paasing 
any resolvea having ref^renee to Whig prin* 
ciples, the issues before the eanatry, or of oob> 
otirrence in the nomloatloni. 



On the evening of the last day of the soMion 
(tHh Jane), a ratification meeting was held at 
Philadelphia, at which Gov. Wm. F. Johnston, 
of Pa., presided, and at which speeches were 
delivered by Governor Uorehead, Geu. Leslie 
Coomba, of Ey., and several others, and at 
which the following reeolvea, reported by W. 8. 
Price, of Pennsylvania, were adapted : 

1. J aaotBsJ; That Iba Vhlgi ot tha Dnltud Suia, 
ban asODibled brtbalr anmaaatallTa. bHitll; ntitr 
'01 OoB. iKbaif TiyLor u Preitdenc, 
- nt the Oniied 




thapria[:lplti b( 

^2 ant,' had ho 
Iha^mug Uokak 



A POLITICAL RXT-BOOK FOB IMOi 



■IniaitlH MraruM— (Bd bo b*tMr bimdad fhm a 

wU ua ulhtoiUi of our pDUILcil daitltiy, *b«i lltorj 
OlU ni osi MndldU* (nil wbtD Dot Onlf Wh1| prir 







n protMUre of Ida IntemU of the peopla, 

bptodnd M MWtni* itW tb* «1h ud mdo-'dds rul« 
wlikliWuhlnctoD MoMaita b, and vhaiu laliL (and 
mo WUi dwtTM uv oUmt awonino*) tluU h* wiU u.ue 
WuUn(l«'* AdnbilMnUoa tba moM ot bk on. 

1 JtowlMd, Itiat ■• Wbip aad .iBorlsaBi, *« are 
tmsd to MtawvMn mv nUInd* for Iha irMt mili- 
taiTMrrlca whIcih,M|lDDfiii at Palo AIM, aod citdlnK 
M Ban* VIM*, lint awakntd tha Inurlean pcopii id 
kJoU Mtlmata of bim who b no> oar Wblc Ciui«ldBli-. 
Ii tba daAargc of a painful dutj^for hia marcb into 
IboaiuBV'l eonntrj lu a rglananl ODa; In the coid- 

asd o( bMb conblnad ; In iba dcdiiva Ihoufta pmciuii 
dhalpllne of Ma camp, irbera all raanactad and bdavcd 
Ua ; In tha DagoUatlon of tarn tor • d^itcta) and 
daiparala nrmr; In tJie aitgtoa; of Mtaal Molllet, 
■ben Iha balance vu parilonilr doubltui— n haTO 
foqnd lilai tba aama— brave, dlaUnBiilabed and Booa^do- 
'«, no hoanlcu apaetator of Uoadihad, mo triBw ' ~ 
~iaD Ufa or hmnan bappinaaa ; and va da — ' ^ 
A to admire nbost, bli bandain In vUMl 




ra Uinr dalna on Iba 
n the clicnce < 



oilmen" for Tan Bnnn and Huokera Tor Dlek> 
iifOa). The ConTentlon dedded to mdmlt botb 
ilelentioni, which laciifled neitbcr, and botll 
Ict'lined u> take part id the proceedingi. Tba 
tno-third n:le was adapted, and Gen. Iieiiis Cut 
KtP notninnted for FrealdenC on the 4th ballot 
ufollowii: [ITO Toica neceasmrj to a chtnce.l 



DDdbBrraf H. U... 



U8 IM 



in 



lollOiirH : 

LmO.BuUar lU WIUUd R. King S> 

A. QnlUnao Tl JameaJ.HcKar IS 

T.Uaion M JtSariDD Daili 1 

No ohtnce. Qen. Butler wu uiaiilmouglj uonii- 

iiiiKd ou the third ballot. 
The CoiiTeiitioti adopted the fotloititig ptul- 






& Deoiocraej place 



i™;:ii«r.;^;e;i:';w, 

'f'°^V™m™t*'"rin^n| 



ncelm no Unpoaiart 



JtMltBd, TherefDra, that, anlartalnlAg thcae T^eirt 
Denooratlo partj of tbia UnloD, tbroagh the dalcfalra 
mblid In gmaral esnventloB of the Btatea, camloi 
tber biaapbtt of eoneord, of daTofloo la tha doc 
or a fro* rtpr«HnlaUT< nTamatnt *a< 

._._ ^., ... (,j g^ netitudaof 

. . . before the Amerkan 

people, lb* doolaratloo of pilndiilM aTOirtd hj Ibea, 
-lafOraHTeeeaaletk wbenln nneral oonrentloa, tb*r 
Healed tbdr oandldaui [or the popular nflVafltL 
rheo follow ruotationt l,S,i,4,of PlmtfonDd- 
of 1S40 and '44. The fitb reaolatlon is thnl of 
1S40 with an addition about providing for ntr 
debts, and as amended, reada aa follows ; 
Kmolta, Thai H li Iba dulf of arety brand of lb* 

. . '-— '-i praotloe tbe moal rigid eeoo- 

ibllo aabln, and that no nor* 



ptdoal 



HDf oor pabllo aflbln 
. lo be i^ied Ibu la 
oajHoaet of tba fOTerr 



and wltb raapeettoJ dam 

Thli election resulted 1 
Whig Caodidatca, aa fidio 

Turlorand TlUmore— 'erBi— , ., , .. . 

Bhad* lAand, t; CanDeetlant^l: New-yBrk,U; Ntn- 
JofiWi T: Pnnairlmila, M: Seianre, t; Harjlaad, 
B; KoiUi CareUna, llTOeonta, 10 1 LoiMlana,S: Tea- 
r4MM.l*iK«ntBehj,»; 11^da,S-ia. 
nwiBdBallar-ltob*, »; Neo-HampahlrB, 9: TIr- 
KntlMlhOtrollna,*; Alabama, 9; Illw',»lnp1, 
Qfai. MtMhuia. Uj ininoli. » i^Un^owi, I ; Ir- 
■gb't ■MI|n,B;T*iw,4l loira, ■ - -^ 



fni^BkOOBATIC CO>TSNTtOX, 1849. 
Tb* Umilllliiilli national Conveatlos fai 
UU»ai«3Al»d bi 



It proaecdtlon of a Jvt and naeaaaarr war, att« peaeO' 

The next (Aiiti-Natioiiml Bank and pro^Bub- 
Treasnrj) wu amended bj the addition of lh« 

Aod Ibal Iba rtaalu of DemoeraUe LeglilatloB, In tUi 
and ■iLoiberlnaadalmaaiuraa Bpon obkh laaaM kara 
been made betweao Ibe two poUUoBi partiaa of Iba 0«u- 

biauw portolti 



BMiitMiI,Tbal the prooae* of Iba Pnblle Laoda mbM 
lebaaaoiadlr applied to tba Halloaal objaela apaeUed 
la the CaniUtBUon ; ud Ibat «• an oppoaad ta ear 
U* (br tb* dMrtballen of ancb preeaada BBOa^ tha 
SiMs aa aUka taa^aiHamt In poBo; a ' 
tha OODatltaUaB. 



■e daaldedlj oppoaad lo taUng 



National ooNVBNnoNb and piaTFORiis. 



HnULlTo until tbe JiidMui .,( I 



Smo/niA ihit ttae wa-r with If tiles, proTotcd on bar 
[>*''*> b/ jaui of IjunLtuid Injury, wu oommencvd bj 
bar xtiay fii'OABlng Lbe Rio GniDdc^ atlAcl^ff tha Amati- 




_. my-lbi 

Into nia'talghHt lieraTiin' ud giie Ibam ■ r^t la Itat 
- Tanndjrultuila ot IhaLr caiutr;, ud tha kdmlnlloE 

«Bl>ad, ThU the DamocriUii NiUddhI Oonraatlaii 



^^t&^a1f^^v KaprcsaDtmilTH of Uia SHjierelgnLf of Ihlr 

tltoaa vtvoai prlDclplei of eqiuJ riglita for whlcb lb 

tk* rtruwlt foe our NaUoiul iDdepeDdenae; imd 
would eakiaclaUj conTtt to l^un aod to Itia ittuile p. 

orUiurtlbaitiei, lbroii(h the irlsdoin ttmt ibiU guide lb 

du.iad rrDm tbe gnaU or conceulona of Uiip 

the iuhareai lod iQsIjeciible ilgbt af tbe people, ta th 
■DTerelgn capedt;, lo mike &i>d to uncod tbalr for 



poDilu) truth, of the toferelgnlr of tha peopli 

SideiJotUmi^ili^oM «■'""'« fBe' thtt a^hlS 

iTua people, to •^•Uia ud ■d>uc!Min»og ui Goulf^ 
tiulaual LIU en/, Equnlity nod Friternllr. by aaBIbmlni 

boBoBi of the feir at the eipente of the miur, aadh; _ 
T^tflnht uid coQiUut Adherence to thoia prlaolplei uid 
dMnpromiieaof tbe GohiLltutlDQ which are broad enough 

great ftnd profrei^va people. 



llnUtai at Parti, to tl 



oraall^^g a SaUoul Bank, In pniaotlBg the aomipt and 



•>»• uwHuwiia: aiiu (uaTillDg til* moneT of (ha 
CMatrj far the u* of the people by the tetabllUimeai 
tt Itaa OonnltaUoDal IraaHiry ; kn th* sable Impoka 
^TM to the aaiiae af rre* Tm4e by the Npaal of tha 
UriS of a, and tha creaUos of Uie mors equal, hsnaet, 
udpiodiHUTa tariff of leU; and that, lo our opUdon, 
U WMld ba a Altai error to vetkaa tha basA of a pollU- 1 



tM>B adTeitariaa, wHli irbaUTar di 



ObIt lafkinard of llbartr. 

Xttoiwd. That tha eoDHdeai 
tha Union, ia the prinaiplei, ca 

andefeclloq™"lS«,° 

trlDea, b7 the purit; of 



It rigUaaaa wkiA k Mw 



u (l(n*ll7jiuilUed)irlka 

e, the eaers andaMlitr 
adiululilreilDn la aU bar 
hat ve tandar lo him ear 



people 1 



It United 81 



Pretidanl, and WlUlam 0. Butler of Hj, tar Vlcl-FrMi' 
dent of the U.S. 

lbe following resolution w;ii offered bjr Mr. 
Taiicj', of Ala. 
JietelH^ That the doctlnaof noB-lntarteroiM wU^ 

Oonfeaeraay, he II la Itia Btawi oc Tarrltoriai tharMl 
br any other than the puniea InloKited lo thaa, k Ike 

This reeolutioQ was rejeoWd : Ten, 36 ; D«ji, 

liltl— the veas lieiit^: lieargi», 9 j !5outli Guo- 
lina, B ; Alabaiua, V ; ArlutiuM, S ; Florida, S ; 
Maryland, 1 ; Keutuclij, 1. 



FREB DEUOCKATIC CONVENTION, 1B18. 

The Bambumert of Ne» Tock, who wore 
diagiiited wltb the proceedings of the National 
CoDTention wbich had nomiaited Cass and But- 
ler for President and Vice-Freaident, met ia 
CoDvention at Dtica, on the Hd of June, 184<. 
Delegates were also preient from Ohio, Wisctm- 
sin and Uassachitsetta. CoL Samuel Young pre- 
sided over the deUberationa of thla Conrention ; 
and Martin Tan Buren irog Dominated for Preit- 
dent, with Heor; Codge, of WisconaiD, for 
Vice-President. Qen. Dodge aubaequentl; de- 
dined. 

On the eth of August following, a ConTeo- 
tion was held at BuSalo, which was attended t? 
dalegatea from the States of If aina, New-Hamp- 
shire, Vermont, HaasachuseCIo, Connecliont, 
Btiode Island, New-Tark, New-Jersaj, Pennsjl 
Tania, Harfland, Delaware, Vireinia, Illinoii, 
Wiacoa^, Micbigan, Indiana, Iowa, and tha 
District of Columbia. Cbarlee Francis Adami^ 
of HassBcbusetta, presided, and the CoaTentitni 
aominated Uessrs. Van Bonn and Adanii m 
i»ndida(ea for President and V^ce-Pcesideo^ 
and adopted the following Basotrea, ainoo 
knowa as 
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«mm and fonuftl dedftrAtion of their IndepandenM of (he 
tdavtf power, and of their fixed determination to reaoae 
the Federal Oovemment fk'om its control ; 

Jt€§ol96df ther^fin'Bt That we, the people here aasem- 
bled, reniemOering the example of our fathen, in the days 
•( the first Declaration of Independence, patting our trust 
in Ood for the triumph of our cause, aud inrolcing his 
guidance in our endeavors to advance it^ do now plant 
onraelves upon the National platform of Freedom in of^^ 
«ltlon to the sectional platform of Slavery. 

MMohed. That SUvery in the several States of this 
Union wlUuh recognise its existence, depends npon State 
Uws alone, which cannot be repealed or modified by the 
federal Government, and for which laws that govern- 
ment Is not responsible. We therefore propose no Inter- 
iSerence by Congress with Slavery within the limits of any 
State. 

Miaciv&d, That the Proviso of Jefferson, to prohibit the 
existence of Slavery after 1800, in all theTerritoriesof the 
Untted States, Southern and Northern ; the votes of six 
States and sixteen delegates, in the Congress of 1784, for 
the Proviso, to three Sutes aud seven delegates against 
it; the actual exclusion of Slavery from the Northwest- 
era Territory, by the Ordinance of 1737, unanimously 
adopted by the States in Cougrens ; and the entire history 
of that period, clearly show that it was the settled policy 
of th^ Nation not to extend, nationaliae or encourage, but 
to limit, localise and discourage Slavery ; and to this pol- 
icy, which should nev r liave been departed from, the 
(ifrovernment ought to return. 

Betolfced^ That our fathers ordained the Constitution 
of the United States, in order, among other great national 
ol:(jeots, to establish Justice, promote the general wel&r^ 
and secure the blessiug3 oi liberty ; but expressly denied 
tu tlie Federal Government, which they created, all con- 
stitutional power to deprive any person of life, liberty, 
or property, without due legal process. 

Be9Qlt«dt That in the Judgment of this Convention, 
Coogtess has no more power to make a Slave than to make 
a Sang; no more power to Institute or establish Slayerj 
than to institute or establish a Monarchy : no such power 
can be found among those specifically conferred by the 
Constitution, or derived by Just implication from them. 

Bt§ol9&dt That it is the duty of the Federal Govem- 
aflut to relieve itself from all responsibility for the exist- 
ence or continuance of slavery wherever the government 
possesses constitutional authority to legislate on that 
sttUlect, and it is thus responsible for its existence. 

S4t9olved, That the true, and in the Judgment of this 
Convention, the only safe means of preventing the ex- 
tension of Slavery into Territory now Free, is to prohibit 
its extension in ail such Territory by an act of Congress. 

Bewlvedj That we accept the issue which the Slave 
power has forced upon va ; and to their demand for more 
Slave States, and more Slave Territory, our calm but final 
answer is, no more Slave dtates aud no more Slave Ter- 
ritory. Let the soil of our extensive domains be kept 
free for the hardy pioneers of our own land, aud the op- 
pressed and banished of other lands, seeking homes of 
comfort and fields of enterprise in the new world. 

lUtolvedf That the bill lately re|K>rted by ilie committee 
of eight in the Senate of the Uuited States, was no com- 
promise, but an absolute surrender of Uie rights of the 
Non-Slaveholders of all theStatoK ; and while we rejoice 
to know that a measure which, while opening the door for 
tiis introduction of Slavery into Territories now free, 
would also have opened the door to litigation and strife 
among ttte future inhabitants thereof, to the ruin of their 
peace and prosperity, was defeated la the House of Bepre- 
sentatives, its passage, in hoi haste, by a majorily, embrac- 
ing several senators who voted in open violation of the 
known will of their constituents, should warn the people 
to see to it, that their representatives be not suffered to 
betray tiiem. There must be no more Compromises with 
Slavery ; if made they must be repealed. 

Meaohed^ That we demand freedom and established 
institutions for our brethren in Oregon, now exposed to 
hardships, peril and massacre by the reckless hostility of 
the 3iave Power to the establishment of Free Government 
for Une Territories ; and not only for them, but for our 
new brethren in California and New-Mexico. 

itssotosd, It is due not only to this occasion, but to the 
wh^e people of the United States, that we should also 
declare ourselves on certain other questions of National 
Policy: therefore, 

itesotesd. That we demand Cheap Postage for the Peo- 
ple I a retrenchment of ttie expenses and patronage of 
thir Federal Government ; the abolition of all unneces- 
sary offices and salaries ; and the election by the people 
of ail civil officers in the service of '±e government, so 
tar Hs the same may be practicable. 

i^ssoftscf, Thatttiver and Harbor improvements, when 
demanded by the safety and convenienot of ooouaeros 



wlft foreign nations, or among the Mveral Statti, art 
ol^eets of national concern, and that it Is the duty of 
Congress, in the exeroise of its oonstitational powers, %• 
provide therefor. 

M§9ol9edt That the free grant to aetnal settlers. In con 
idderation of the expenses they Incur in making settle- 
ments in the wilderness, which are nsoally fUlly equal t« 
their actual c<At, and of the public benefits resulting 
therefirom, of reasonable portions of the public lands, 
under suitable Ifanitatlons, is a wise and Just measure of 
public policy, which will promote in various ways the in- 
terests of all the States of this Union ; and we therefore 
recommend it to the favorable consideration of the Ameri^ 
can people. 

BewUf&d, That the obligations of honor and patriot* 
ism require the earliest practicable payment of the na- 
tional debt, and we are therefore in favor of such a tariff 
of duties as will raise revenue adequate to defray the ne- 
cessary expenses of the Federal Government, and to psj 
annual instalments of our debt, and the interest thereon. 

BMoloedf That we inscribe on our own banner, ** Fres 
Soil, Free Speech, Free Labor, and Free Men," and under 
it we will fight on, and fight ever, until ft triumphant vie- 
tory shall reward our exertions. 



WHIG NATIONAL CONVENTION, 1852. 

This body assembled at Baltimore on the 16th 
of Jmie, and chose Oen. John G. Chapman, of 
lid., as presiding officer, and, after an excitine 
sesnon of six £ty8, nominated Gen. Winiiela 
Scott as President, on the 68d ballot, as follows : 
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William A. Graham, of North Carolina, was 
nominated for Vice-President on the second 
ballot 

The Convention adopted the following 

PLATTORM : 

The Whigs of the United States, in Convention assen- 
bled, adhering to the great conservative principles by 
which they are controled and governed, and now as ever 
relying upon the intelligence of the American people, 
with an abiding confidence in thefar capacity for self-gov- 
ernment, and their devotion to the Constitution and the 
Union, do proclaim the following as the poUtical senti- 
ments and determinaUon for the establishment and 
maintenance of which thtit national organisatioa as a 
party was effected. 

Mrtt. The government of the United States is of a 
limited character, and it Is confined to the exercise eC 
powers expressly granted by the Constitution, and soeh 
as may be necessary and proper for carrying the granted 
powers into full execution, and that powers not grantod 
or necessarily implied are reserved to the States respe^ 
tively and to the people. . ., 

Stoond. The State Governments ibovld be held steort 
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DEMOCRITIC CONVENTION— 1862. 

This ConreDtiOD assembled at Baltimore on 
the Ist of June, John W. Davis, of Indiana, 
presided, and the two-thirds rule was adopted. 
Gen. Franklin Fierce, of New Hampshire, was 
nominated for President on the 49th ballot, as 
follows : 
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The first vote for Vice-President was as fol- 
lows: 



Wm.R. KiDg,of Ala... 126 
O.J. Pillow, of Ten n... 25 
D. R. Atchison, of Mo.. 25 
T. J. Ru^k, of Texas,.. 12 
J<;a. Davis, of MlM..... 2 



Wm. 0. Butler, ofKy... 87 
Robt.. Strange, of N. a. . 88 
S U. Downs, of La.... 80 
J. B. Weller, of Cal.... 88 
Howell Oobb, of aa.... 8 



Wm. R. King, of Alabama, was unanimously 
nominated on the second ballot. 

THK PLATFOUM. 

The Platform was mude up of resolves. Here 
follow 1, 2, and 8, of tiiat of 1848, with 1, 2, 3, 
and 4 of that of 1840, see them heretofore), to 
which were added the following : 

B6»ol94dt That it is the duty of every branch of the 
Government to enforce and prnctice the most rifid 
economy in c(>nducting our public aff.iirs, and that bo 
luftre revenue ought to be raiz^eil than is required to 
tlefray the necessary expense;} of the Government, and 
r«>r the gradual but certain extinction of the public debt. 

Ji€6ok>ed^ That Oongre^ hH:i no power to charter a 
!%A ionai Banlc ; that we believe such an instituUon on« 
>f leadly iiostility to the best intereiit« of the coantrj, 
tai gerous to otir republican institutions and the liberties 



of the people, and calonlated to place the hnshiMi of the 
coantfjr within the control of a conoentratod moBoy 
power, and that above the laws and the will of the people: 
and that the results of Democratic legislation, in thli and 
all other financial oMasnres, upon which issnes have been 
made between the two political parties of the coontry have 
demonstrated^ candid and practical men of all, parliei, 
their sotmdnett, safety, and utility. In all business porraiti. 

Betoimtd^ That the separation of the moneys of the 
Government from Banlcing Institotions, is indispensable 
for Uie safety of the Amds of the Government, and the 
rights of the people. 

JSstohtdf That the liberal principles embodied by 
Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence, and sanc- 
tioned in the Constitution, which mi^es ours the land of 
liberty, and the asylum of the oppressed of every nation*, 
have ever been cardinal principles in the DeinocraUc 
faith ; and every attempt to abridge the privilege of be- 
coming citiiens and the owners of soil among us, ovght 
to be resisted with the same spirit which swept the auen 
and sedition laws from our statute book. 

BMolvecL Thtki Gongrese has no power under the Oon* 
stitution to Interfere with, or control the domestle insti- 
tutions of the several States, and that sneh Statee are the 
sole and proper Judges of everything appertaining to 
their own affairs, and prohibited by the Oonstitation ; 
that all efforts of the Abolitionists or others, made to 
induce Congress to interfiere idth questions of Slavery, 
or to talce incipient steps in relation thereto, are oalcu' 
lated to lead to the most alarming and dangeroiu conse- 
quences ; and that all such efforts have an inevitable 
tendency to diminish the happiness of the people, and 
endanger the stabiii^ and permanency of the Union, and 
ought not to l>e countenanced bj any friend of our politi- 
cal institutions. 

B49ol94d, That the foregoing proposition covers, and is 
intended to embrace, the whole subject of Slavery agita- 
tion in Congress : and therefore, the Democratic party of 
the Union, standing on this National natform, will abide 
by, and adhere to, a faitlifUl execution of the acts known 
as the Compromise measures settled by the last Congress 
— 4he act for reclaiming fugitives fk-om service or labor 
included ; which act, being designed to carry out an 
express provision of Uie Constitution, cannot wiUi fldeli^ 
thereto be repealed, nor so changed as to destroy or im- 
pair its efficiency. 

BMolved^ That the Democratic party will resist all 
attempts at renewing in Congress, or out of it, the agita- 
tion of the Slavery question, under whatever shape or 
color the attempt may be made. 

[Here follow the Resolutions of 1848, against 
the distribution of the proceeds of the Pablic 
Land Sales, and against the abridgment of the 
veto power of the President.] 

BuoVftd^ That the Democratic party will fklthftally 
abide by and mphoid the principles laid down in the 
Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions of 1788 and 1788, and 
in the report of Mr. Madison to the Yirginia Legislature 
in 1799 ; that it adopts those principles as constituting 
one of the main foundations of its political creed, and is 
resolved to carry them out in their obvious meaning and 
import. 

jB«M>Ies<2, That the war with Mexico, upon all the 
principles of patriotism and the law of nations, was a 
just and necessary war on our part, in which no Ameri- 
can citiien should have shown himself opposed to his 
country, and neither morally nor physically, by word or 
deed, given aid and comfort to the enemy. 

BtaoUatdt That we r^oice at the restoration of fHendly 
relations with our sister Republic of Mexico, and earnest 
ly desire for her all the blessings and prosperity whid 
we enjoy under Republican Institutions, and we con- 
gratulate the American people on the results of that war 
which have so manifestly Justified the policy and conduct 
0/ the J>emocratic party, and insured to the United States 
indemnity for the past, and setyirity for the future. 

Be»ol96dt That, in view of the condition of popular 
institutions in the old world, a high and sacred duty is 
devolved with increased responsibility upon the Demo- 
cracy of this country, as the party of the people, to up- 
hold and maintain the rights of every Stat«, and thereby 
the Union of States, and to sustain and advance among 
them constitutional liberty, by continuing to resist aff 
monopolies and exclusive legislation lor the l>eneflt of the 
few at the expense of the many, and by a vigilant and 
constant adherence to those principles and coropromisee 
of the CONSTITUTION, which are broad enough and 
strong enough to embrace and uphold the Union as it is, 
and the Union as it should be, in the fall expan^on of 
the energies and capacity of this great and progressive 
people. 



NATIONAL CONTSNTIONS ADD PLATTDK^IB. 



„, ^ . ,. _ « t . «* . I qitvHHi w> w iwwBH for oxcopt In (h« pnclioal r*- 
The Free-8oii Democricj held a NaUOBil niniiioD oTUh tnili Ihtl BIiit«tI(kcUodiI udfrM- 
OoQieutiaoat PituLiurgh, on the lUh AqzobI, dm buIsiuI ; bj ihs Uul H)>4nilsii of Uib QHMnl 
laaS, Henrj Wilwn, of Kiwa.. preuding. AH 1 2^™""'^"u™"7^fl"™«'o"re'*JldI ^1 ^ 
the Free SutcBwere rsprcMDled, U^ther irilli Idom; udbr lnTlii(lo Itaa BUui ttia wbnl* iuI^hI of 
Dclawiire, Vlrginji, Eeutuckv litid Hirvland. B1*tr7 udtlii uirtdlUimar foflLlvci (romitnr.o. 
John P H.le, of K. H., m^ uoiiiiDBted for FreBi- „','■ !5;*J!ii?^ rt."„!.'':t'^ '.L'ffl'?'i""'"'KL'^ 
dent, witli Geo. W, Julian, of Indisiia, for Vioe- 1 !^'t"rl^ otJl m " " """'"^"""^ ^ 

Prenident, The ConvenlJoi] ftdopled *■-- '' '^^*- '--- 



H4Tldi KBCmbled Is Nitlonil OoBToUon u tba Dt- 
■oana; at Ih* Unhcd BUim, lultod bj ■ eomuati 
rwoli* to duIdUIb ilAt u^nM monL ■M IrtcdoiD 
aiiliHl aanqp : mdUIsi fai the InMlUniKc, pUrlol- 
IMB, Wi4 llKitBluUnK JutlH of tha Anaitew paoplt, 
pilUnC MC ""t ■• »* IW tb4 trianph g( oar ca — 



!• st Ufa, llwtr, 

•adond bf ilw> OraUor, wd Dl Htiloli osD> «d bt 
<l«rlT*d b* Vklld lulilaUoD, azcspt (Or crlma. 

X nut UB tna lUialoD oi Amanoui I>«mo«rMf !• lo 
MilBUin til* Libanla* at tb* FMpU, tba SOTBalmtj oi 
tlia BMIM, ud tin parpatoll/ oI tha [IiiIbd, bj ttaa Ink 
wnlal ippHoitioa to pnblio iBUn, wUbout Me" — ' 
dlMriBilDMiaiu el tha tnndviieiitiil prlndplta a 
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•haold at OHO* proaeail to rallara iMett from all reipon- 

5^ That, to the pencTanof aod Impprtonata damandi 
ot lb* Blaia povar for mora Slara Blalaa, niw StiTa 
larrllailca and Ihe nationaliiallDn ot Hlavarr, our dli- 
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iMltallona oo tha povar of Caii(rai and (he pooplo— to 
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A FOUTICAL TEXT-BOOK fOR 18601 



PrwMent of the VniUd BUtai, Jom P. Hau, of Now- 
UuBpflblre, and m a amdUUto for the oflloe of l^oe- 
Preildent of the United 8t«tei, Oboub W. Juuaji, of 
Indiana, and earnestly oommend them to the eanpiurt 
of all Freemen and all partica. 

The result of this contest was an ovent helm- 
ing triumph of the regular Democracy : Fierce 
and King carrying eyery State except Massachu- 
setts, Vermont, Kentucky, and Tennessee, which 
cast their votes for Gen. Scott. The Free Demo- 
cratic vote in several States would have given 
those States to Scott, had it been cast for him. 



REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION— 

1856. 

This Convention met at Philadelphia on the 
I7th of June, and chose Col. Henry S. Lane, of 
Indiana, as presiding officer. An informal bal* 
lot for President resulted as follows : 



StatM. £ 

Maine. 18 

New-Hampebire.. 15 

Vermont 15 

Meei e c h usetti.... S9 
Rhode Island. . . 13 

Connecticut 18 

New-Tork. M 

New-Jersey 7 

Pennsylvania 10 

Ddaware — 

Maryland. 4 

Ohio 80 



i 

11 



8 

14 

71 

9 

8 

89 



o 

SI 
19 



a 
o 

S 

« 

Indiana 18 

Illinois 14 

Michigan 18 — 

Wisconsin 15 — 

Iowa 19 — 

Minnesota — 8 

Kansas 9 — 

Nebraska — 8 

Kentucky 6 — 

California. lit ~ 

859 196 



New- York also gave two votes for Sumner 
and one for Seward. 

Col. John C. Fremont was thereupon unani- 
mously nominated. 

William L. Dayton was nominated for Vice- 
Prerident, receiving, on the informal ballot, 
259 votes to 48 for David Wilmot; 110 for 
Abraham Lincoln ; 7 for Thomas Ford ; 85 for 
Charles Sumner; 4 for Cassius M. Clay ; 15 for 
Jacob Collamer; 2 for J. R. Giddings; 2 for 
W. F. Johnston ; 46 for N. P. Banks ; 1 for A. 
C. M. Pennington ; 5 for Henry Wilson ; 9 for 
John A. King ; 3 for Henry C. Carey ; and 8 for 
Gen. S. C. Pomeroy of Kansas. A fonnal bal- 
lot was then taken, when Mr. Dayton was nomi- 
nated unanimously 

The Convention adopted the following 

PLATrORX : 

TUs Convention of Delegates, assembled In pnrsoance 
of a call addressed to the people of the United States, 
vithout regard to past poUtical differences or divisions, 
wlio are opposed to the repeal of the Missouri Compro- 
mise, to the policy of the present Administration, to the 
extension of Slavery into Free Terdtory : In Ikvor of 
adn^tting Kansas as a Free State, of restoring the action 
of ttie Federal Giovemment to the principles of Waslilng- 
ton and Jefferson, and who purpose to unite in present- 
ing candidates for the offices of President and Vice- 
President, do resolve as foUows: 

J?#eolvedL Ttiat the maintenance of the principles pro- 
mulgated ia the Declaration of Independence and 
embodied in the Federal Constitntion is essential to the 
^resenratlon of our Republican Institutions, and that 
the Federal Constitution, the rights of the States, and 
the Union of the States, shall be preserved. 

Retol^tdf That with our republican fathers we hold it 
to be a self-evident truth, that all men are endowed with 
the inalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness, and that the primary object and ulterior de- 
signs of our Federal Qovemment were, to sectfre these 
-ights to all persons within its exclusive Jurisdiction ; 
that, as our republican fathers, when they had abolished 
Slavery in all oar national territory, ordained that nc 



person should be deprived of UIb^ Ubcrtjr or pn^m ri j r 
without due process of law, it beoomes our dutvto malD> 
tain this protlsion of the OonstUotlon against all att«Bq»ti 
to violate it for the purpose of establishing Slavery in 
any territory of the United States, by positlTe l^laUon* 
prohibiting Its ezlstenoe or extension therein. That wt 
deny the authority of Con g res s , of a territorial Isflilft* 
tore, of any individoal or assooation of Lndividaals, to 
|lve legal existence to Slavery in any territory of the 
United States, while the present Constitution shall be 
maintained. 

Betoivet^ That the Constitution confers upon CongreM 
sovereign power over the territories of the United Statee 
for their government, and that in the exordse of this 
power it is both the ri^t and the duty of Congress to 
prohibit In the territories those twin relics of barbarism 
— Polynuny and Slavery. 

£MolvMt That while the Constitution of the United 
States was ordained and established by the people in 
order to form a more perfect Union, establish Jwtlee, 
insure domestic tranquIlUty, provide for the common de- 
fense, and secure the blessings of liberty, and contains 
ample provisions for the protection of the life, nbertj 
and property of every dtisen, the dearest eonstitutfonal 
rights of the people of Kansas have been firandulently 
and violently talcen from them— their territory has been 
inv^ed by an armed force— spurious and pretended 
lei^ative. Judicial and executive officers have been set 
over them, by whose usurped authority, sustained by the 
military power of the Government, tyrannical and VO' 
consUtutional laws have been enacted and enforced— 
the rights of the people to keep and bear arms have 
been infringed — test oaths of an extraordinary and en- 
tangling nature have been imposed, as a condition of 
exercising the right of sufllrage and holding office— the 
rig^t of an accused person to a speedy and pnbUe trial 
by an impartial Jury has been denied— the right of the 
people to be secure In their persons, houses, papers and 
effects against unreasonable searches and seiiures has 
been violated — they have been deprived of life. Bberty 
and property without due process of law— that tne free> 
dom of speech and of the press has been abridged---the 
right to choose their representatives has been made of 
no effect—murders, robberies and arsons have been Insti- 
gated and encouraged, and the offenders have been 
allowed to go unpunished— that all these things hate 
been done with the Icnowledge, sanction and procture- 
ment of the present Administration, and that for this 
high crime against the Constitution, the Union and Ho- 
manlty, we arraign the Administration, the President, hia 
advisers, agents, supporters, apologists and accessonesL 
either before or after the facts, before the country and 
before the world, and that it Is our fixed purpoee to 
bring the actual perpetrators of these atrocious outrages, 
and tbeir acoompUces, to a sure and condign pnnUunent 
hereafter. r 

Besoktedt That Kansas should be Immediately admlW 
ted as a State of the Union, with her present free Consti- 
tution, as at once the most effectual way of secnring *• 
her citisens the enjoyment of the rights and privileges to 
which they are entitled ; and of ending the dvil strife 
now raging in her territory. 

J?Mo«eea, That the hlc^wayman*8 plea, that **n^t 
makes right," embodied in the Ostend Circular, was In 
every respect unworthy of American diplomacy, and 
would bring shame and dishonor upon any government 
or people that gave it their sanction. 

Rtwlm^d^ That a railroad to the Pacific Ocean, by the 
most central and practicable route, is imperatively de- 
manded by the interests of the whole country, and that 
the Federal Government ought to render immediate and 
efficient aid in Its construction; and, as an auxiliary 
thereto, the immediate construction of an emigrant route 
on the line of the railroad. 

EeHohtedf That appropriations by Congress for the 
Improvement of rivers and harbors, of a national charac- 
ter, required for the accommodation and security of our 
existing commerce, are authorised by the Constitution, 
and iustlfled by the obligation of government to protect 
the Uves and property ox its dtiseifl. 

This contest resulted in the election of the 
Democratic nominees, Buchanan and Breckin- 
ridge, who recciTed the electoral votes of 

New-Jersey, 7: Pennsylvania, 87; Delaware, 8; Yir» 
ginia, 15: North Carolina, 10; South CaroUna, 8; 
Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Loublana, 6; 
Tennessee, 12; Kentucky, 18; Indiana, 18; Illinois, 11; 
Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 8; Texas, 4; Califor- 
nia, 4.-174. 

For Fremont and Dayton: Maine, 8: New-Hampshii%, 
5; Yermont| 5{ Massachusetts. 18; Rhode Island, 4{ 
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CoiiB«Gtleiit.6; N«ir-Tork. 85; Ohio, 28; Michigan, 6; 
Iowa, 4; Wisconsin, 5 -114 
litlmoro and Donelson, Maryland, 6. 



AMERICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION— 

1856. 

The American National Council met in Phila- 
delphia February 19, 1856. All the States ex- 
cept four or five were represented. £. B. 
Bartlett, of Ey., President of the National Coun- 
cil presided, and, after a rather stormy session 
of three days, devoted mainly to the discussion 
of a Party Platform, the following, on the 2l8t, 
was adopted : 

AMERICAN PLATFOEM. 

1. An humble acknowledgment to the Supreme Belns, 
for Ida protecting care youchsafed to our fathers hi theur 
■veoeBsfkil Revolutionary struggle, and hitherto mani- 
fested to us, thehr descendants, in the preservation of 
the Bhertles, the independence, and the union of these 
Btatea.^ 

i. The perpetuation of the Federal Union and Oonsti- 
tation, as the palladium of our civil and religious liber- 
ties, and the only sure bulwarlcs of American Indepenr- 
denott. 

8. Amsrioana mtui ruls America ; and to this end 
woMfM-bom citizens should be selected for all State, 
Federal and municipal offices of ffovernment employ- 
ment, in preference to all others. JiTecertheUM^ 

4. Persons bom of American parents resid'ng tempo- 
nxVj abroad, should be entitled to all the rights of 
Dfttlve-bom citizens. 

ft. No person should be selected for political station 
(whether of native or foreign birth), who recognises any 
allef^ce or obligation of any description to any foreign 
IMinee, potentate or power, or who refuses to recognize 
the Federal and State Constitutions (each within its 
sphere) as paramount to all other laws, as rules of polit- 
ical action. 

C The unqualified recognition and maintenance of the 
reserved rights of the several States, and the cultivation 
of harmony and fraternal good will between the citizens 
of the several States, and to this end, non-interference 
by Congress with questions appertaining solely to the 
Individual States, and non-intervention by each State 
with the affairs of any other State. 

T. The recognition of the right of native-born and 
naturalised citizens of the United States, permanently 
residing in any territory thereof, to frame their constitu- 
tion and laws, and to regulate their domestic and sodal 
afliairs in their own mode, subject only to the provisions 
of the Federal Constitution, with the privilege of admis- 
sion Into the Union whenever they have the requisite 
population for one Representative in Congress : Pro- 
viaed^ahDaySy that none but those who are citizens of 
the United States, uuoer the Constitution and laws 
thereof, and who have a fixed residence in any such 
Territory, ought to participate in the f3rmatlon of the 
Constitution, or in the enactment of laws for said Terri- 
tory or State. 

8. An enforcement of the ptlnciples that no State or 
Territory ong^t to admit others than citizens to the right 
of snlhrage, or of holding political oiBces of the United 



9. A change in the laws of naturalization, making a 
continued residence of twenty-one years, of all not here- 
tofore provided for, an Indispensable requisite for citizen- 
ship hereafter, and excluding all paupers, and persons 
eonvlcted of crime, from landing upon our shores ; but 
DO interference with the vested rights of foreigners. 

10. Opposition to any union between Church and 
0t«te; no interference with religious faith or worship, 
and no test oaths for office. 

11. Free and thorough investigation into any and all 
alleged abuses of public functionaries, and a strict econ- 
omy In public expenditures. 

12. The maintenance and enforcement of all laws con- 
•tit ntionally enacted until said laws shall be repealed, 
or shall be declared null and void by competent Judicial 
•nthorfty. 

18. Oppodtion to the reckless and unwise policy of the 
present Administration in thr general management of 
our national affairs, and more especially as shown in re- 
moving ** Ame: leans ** (by designation) and Conserva- 
tl/«s in principle, ftrom office, and placing fore'gners and 
miralpis in their places ; as auown In a ti-nckling subaer* J 



vlency to the stronger, and an insolent and cowardly 
bravado toward the weaker powers; as shown In re- 
opraing sectional agitation, by the repeal of the Missonri 
Compromise ; as shown in granting to unnaturalized fox^ 
eigners the right of suffrage in Kansas and Nebraska ; at 
shown in its vadllatlng course on the Kansas and Ne- 
braska question ; as shown In the corruptions which per- 
vade some of the Departments of the G-ovemment ; ar 
shown in disgracing meritcrious naval officers through 
pr^ndice or caprice : and as shown in the blunderin£ 
mismanagement of our foreign relations. 

14. nierefore, to remedy existing evils, and prevent 
the disastrous consequences otherwise resulting there- 
flrom, we would btdld up the " American Party *' upon 
the principles herein before stated. 

15. That each State Council shall have authority to 
amend their several constitutions, so as to abolish the 
several degrees and substitute a pledge of honor, instead 
of other obligations, for fellowship and admission Into 
theparty. 

16. A free and open discussion of all political princ! 
pies embraced in our Platform. 

On the following day (Feb. 22,) the American 
National Nominating Convention, composed 
mostly of the same gentlemen who had deliber* 
ated as the National Council, organized at Phila- 
delphia, with 227 delegates in attendance, 
Maine, Vermont, Georgia, and South Carolina, 
being the only States not represented. Ephraim 
Marsh, of New-Jersey, was chosen to preside, 
and the Convention remained in session till the 
25th, and, after disposing of several cases of 
contested seats, discussed at considerable length, 
and with great warmth, the question of the 
power of the National Council to establish a 
Platform for the Convention, which should be 
of binding force upon that body. Finally, Mr. 
Killinger, of Pennsylvania, proposed the fol- 
lowing : 

BMolvedy That the National Council has no authority 
to prescribe a Platform of principles for this Nominating 
Convention, and that we will nominate for President and 
Vice-President no man who is not in favor of interdict- 
ing the introduction of Slavery into Territory north 99* 
80' by congressional action. 

A motion to lay this resolution on the table 
was adopted, 141 to 59. A motion was then 
made to proceed to the nomination of a candi- 
date for President, which was carried, 151 to 
51, the Anti-Slavery delegates, or North Ameri- 
cans, as they were called, voting in the nega- 
tive, and desiring to postpone the nomination. 
But being beaten at all points, they (to the num- 
ber of about 50) either withdrew or refused to 
take any further part in the proceedings of the 
Convention, and many of them subsequently 
supported Col. Fremont for President. 

An informal ballot was then taken for Presi 
dent, which resulted as follows : 
M. I111more,of N. T..... 71 } John Bell, Tennessee... 5 



Kenneth Kaynor, N. 0.. 9 
Erastus Brooks, N. T.... % 
Lewis D. Campbell, OUo. 1 
John M. Clayton, Del... 1 



George Law, N. T 87 

Garrett Davis, Ky 18 

J ohn McLean, Ohio .... 7 

R. F. Stockton, N. J 8 

Sam. Houston, Texas.. . 6 

A formal ballot was then taken, when Mr 
Fillmore was nominated as follows : 

Filhnore, 179 ; Law, i4 ; Raynor, 14 ; McLean, 1& 
Davis, 19 ; Houston, 8. 

Necessary to a choice, 122. 

Millard Fillmore was then declared to be the 
nominee. 

A ballot was then taken for Vice-President, 
and Andrew Jackson Donelson, of Tennessee, 
was nominated as follows : 

A J. Donelson, Ten., 181; Percy Walker, Ala« 8 
Henry J. Gardner, Mass., 8 ; Kenneth Raynor, N. C., 8 

Mr. Donelson was then declared \a >:^ xfiecixscu 
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aoulj Qondnttcd, ftiid the Conrantion ad- 



ThU CoarentiOD met st (^neinii*^ on the Sd 
or June, and choee John B. ^Tard, of Oeo^o, 
lo preaide, and nominated James Bucbanan on 
the nib ballot, ai foUon: 



IBit 



ZJ* 



lit » 

Mr. BuchansD baring been nnanimoiuil; 
.nominated Tor Prendent, the CotjTCDtion pro- 
ceeded to ballot for H candidate for Vica-Preii- 
dent, ihe first ballot reiultbig ae fotlowg : 
;. A. qnllRiaD, UJH,.. rarj.aBrMklDrtdn, Kr.,. SG 

Ltail Bofi!, Kr., 88 B. Flliptmilk, Ala 11 

a. V. Broan, Tenn.,... W H. T. JohDioo, (>>.,.,.. 81 

J. i. Kijuti, Dti 81 Tnni™ PdH.TfD., a 

T. J. BiuH, Tuu, a I J. a Dolitila, N. 18 

On the secoad ballot, the name of Oen. Quit- 
man WM vithdranD, as were alio those of other 
leading candidates, and Ur. Breckinridge 
Moanimouaty noTninated. 

The ConTen lion adopted the following 
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f froin and aphdd bj the popnlar 
I It with tha oTHd and pracUca of 

le GoiiaHIDanl, aAd which concelni 
iBtroDi for tha popular oredulifj. 
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Ihl' Dnloti, throoia thdt dcleiala, 

I OonTeBtloa. mmlos togtOict In a 



t-clilitu tor the Hotnnda of tbeir iDien 
i leUMrt before iba AMHieaa pcoplt 
Di of prtnidiiliii anwed In tham, whi._, ._ 
iMloni, In feiieral OoDTaaBuiiit thtf haw pre- 

Ir candidalei tor til* pc^rniar fnBrai*. 

1. that the >«leral<]oTennneDtIioB*orUinttedpower, 
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iiniTT hat a Tight to denand and bulit^ 
of rl^li and prlTncfci, and a nomfdeta 




lo sopend tbapaaata 
re tha approrafef tw^ 



10. Thi 



TDptlng i/atem of fener^ Internal 

lie liberal principle! embodied bj JeOtnoB la 

ifUhar^aad 



oral principles enib< 



dItloD lawi from oar itaiuta booka. 

.^Iwl ertarau BUM* Iba Ibrtfolnf dadaration waa wd- 
brmlj adopted bf odr pradaoiaaori In National Oaarat- 
lion, anadren* poUtloalaiul rtUclaoa teathaa beea a*- 
eretiy onaalaed bra party dalmint to be eaelnilTaly 
'-lartoao, andUlaprapwIhsltbe amerlcan DaBWOiaqr 
inid elaarly dtllM Ita ralaUana thereto ; and dednia 
dalennlned oppoiltton to all eecrel petlilcal nt\tHm, 
by whiUTcT name Ibai niaj be called. 

M te lmd , That lb* fonsdatioo or tbli Union of Stataa 
bavliii baan laid In, and IM praeparltr, enpanalaa, and 

— ■— • — * '- -"-TB nnminant, iHdII npni en- 

rdldloni ocnaeramanl, and n« 

renect of perKaa In Mard to rank, or place at Unht 

— patlx can jnsd; be detnMd natlanal, comlltaUoaal, 

In aceordanaa wlib Anartoan prlaclpln, wUob b*«i 

— ■_.. '--"on npon religion opInlODa and 

AndMnee a poinical oruade la 

„indln the United BlataioIAm*- 

hothn and breltii-bani, la ndlhar JutUtd 
iiT nor (Otora -■ •■-'■' >— 



alMrib^lae*. 



milDU apcDtlM *Mitlonal 
andoonoernlnf thatenmdrlghigol th* 
1. That Oonrreia baa no power — ' — '^ 
to lalarrara wiui or eontrDl tha 
the Hreral SUlia, and that all 
and proper Jndfs at arerrthlni 
own aOaba not proUMItl by tbg vouniuiuan : u 
~ ' ' " AboUUoBlM or Bihen made to iDdao 
81*Terjr, 



.□ lyiiaia ofpopalar . 
jMOll n di llMt Ire 



Ibal all inch eOirta 
nlDlib the happJnei 
iiabUlif and pei 




i( and daogeroiu ci 



to be coonlcnanead br ai 

1. That tha fontslng propeiJUon cdti 
taaded to ambraea tha wbcle inhlKt otS . _ 
In Oonfran, and Ibarafor* the Pemeoraile partj g( ih* 



NATIONAL CONTENTIONS AND PLATFORMS 



VidoB, Blandii^ on this national platform, will abide by 
■and adhere to a faithful execution of the acts known an 
the Compromise Measures, settled by the Congress ot 
ISfiO : ** the act for reclaiming ftigitives firom senrice or 
labor " included ; which act, being designed to carry out 
an express provision of the Constitution, cannot, with 
fidelity thereto, be repealed, or so changed as to destroy 
oriuipair its efficiency. 

8. That the Democratic Party will resist all attempts 
at renewing, in Oongreds or out of it, tiie agitation of tiie 
Blarery question, uuder whatever shape or color tiie at- 
tempt may be mHde. 

4. That the Democratic Party will faithftUIy abide by 
•nd uphold the principles laid down In the Kentudcy 
•ml Virginia resolutions of 1797 and 1798, and in the 
report of Mr. Madison to the Virginia Legislature In 1799 
— Ibat it adopts these principles M constituting one of 
the main foundations of its political creed, and is re- 
■olFed to carry them out in their obvious meaning and 
iauftort. 

And that we may more distinctly meet the iwue on 

vklch a sectional party, subsisting exclusively on 

- fllATery agitation, now relies to test the fi<ielity of the 

people. North and South, to the Conatitutloa and the 

union — 

L Sesolosd, That claiming fellowship with and desh> 
log the cooperation of all who regard the preservadon 
of the Union under the Constitution as the paramount 
issue, and repudiating all sectional parties and platforms 
•oBceming domestic Slavery, which seeic to embroil the 
fltates and incite to treason and armed resistance to law 
la the Territories, and whose arowed purpose, if con- 
aommated, must end in civil war and disunion, the 
American Demiocracy recognise and adopt the principles 
emilidned in the organic laws establishing the Territories 
«f Nebraska and Kansas, as embodyinj^ the only sound 
and safe solution of the Slavery question, upon which 
the great national idea of the people of this whole coun- 
try can repose in its determined conservation of the 
Union, and non-interference of Congress with Slavery in 
tlM Territories or in the District of Columbia. 

t. That this was the basis of the compromises of 1850, 
eoi^lrmed by both the Democratic and ViThig parties in 
Natii>nal Conventions, ratified by the people in the eleo- 
tlon of 1852, and rights applied to the organization pf 
tiM Territories in 1854. 
f 8b That by the uniform application of the Democratic 
prindple to the organisation of Territories, and the ad- 
adMon of new States with or without domestic Slavery, 
aatiiey may eleot, the equal rights of all the States wUl 
be preawed intact, the original compacts of the Consti- 
touoB maintained inviolate, and the perpetuity and ex- 
pansion of the Union insured to Its utmost capacity of 
•mbradng, In peace and harmony, every future Ameri- 
can State that may be constituted or annexed with a 
republican ibrm of government. 

MMolvtd. That we recognise the rif^t of the people of 
-all the Territories, including Kansas and Nebraska, act- 
ing throng^ the legally and fairly expressed will of the 
majority of the actual residents, and whenever the num- 
ber of thdr inhabitants Justifies it, to form a Constitu- 
tion, with or without domestic Slavery, and be admitted 
into the Union upon terms of perfect equality with the 
other States. 

MMol9edktJlnaUy^ That in view of the condition of 
popular institutions in the Old World (and the danger^ 
VOM tendencies of sectional agitation, combined with the 
attempt to enforce dvil and religious disabilities against 
tiM ri^ts of acquiring and ei^oying citixenship in our 
own land), a high and sacred duty Is involved with in- 
oreased responnbllity upon the Democratic Party of this 
ooontry, as the party of the Union, to uphold and main- 
taia the rig^ of every State and thereby the Union of 
• tiie States — and to sustain and advance among us con- 
•titntfonal llborty, by continuing to resist all monopolies 
aad exclusive l^iulation for the benefit of the few at the 
ocDMaso of the many, and by a vi^ant and constant 
auberenee to those principles and compromises of the 
Constitution — iridch are broad enough and strong 
ononf^ to embrace and uphold the Union as it was, the 
Union as it Is, and the Union as it shall be— in the fUU 
expression of the energies and capacity of this great and 
progresslTe people. 

1. R69ol»ed. That there are questions connected with 
tho Ibrdgn policy of this country which are inferior to 
■o domestic qne^on whatever. The time has come for 
the people of the United States to declare themselves In 
fiivor of free seas, and progreadve flree trade throughout 
the world, and, by solani» manifestations, to place their 
manA influence at the side of th^ successful example. 

% BsfOPMdy Tliat our geographical and political posl- 
ttoa with refsreneo to the other states of this oontinent, 
BO less than the interest of our commerce and the devel- 



opment of our growing power, requires that we should 
hold sacred the principles Involved in the Mokboi doo- 
trine. Their bearing and import admit of no mlsooa- 
structlon, and should be applied with unbending rigid- 
ity. 

8. Bs9ok)edy That the great highway, which nature as 
well as the assent of States most immediately interested 
in its maintenance has marked out for free communica- 
tion between the Atlantic and the l>aclflc Oceans, con- 
stitutes one of the most Important achievements realteed 
by the spirit of modem times. In the unconquerable 
energy of our people ; and that result would be secured 
by a timely and efficient exertion of the control which 
we have the right to claim over it ; and no power on 
earth should be suffered to Impede or clog its progress 
by any interference with relations that It may suit oar 
policy to establish between onrOovemment and the 
government of the States within whose dominions it lies ; 
we can nndor no circumstance surrender our prepon- 
derance in the adjustment of all questions ariaing out 
of it. 

d. B69oh»ed^ That, In view of so commanding an inter- 
est, the people of the United States cannot but sym- 
pathise with the eflbrts which are being made by the 
people of Central America to regenerate that portion of 
the continent which covers the passage across the Inter- 
oceuilc Isthmus. 

& Be»olvsd. That the Democratic Party will expect of 
the next Administration that every proper effort be made 
to Insure our ascendency In the G-ulf of Mexico, and to 
maintain permanent protection to the great ontieta 
through which are emptied Into its waters the products 
raised out of the soil and the commodities created by 
the Industry of the people of our western valleys and of 
the Union at large. 

£e8ok)ed^ That the Administration of Frahklim 
PiBBCi has been true to Democratic principles, and 
thorefore true to the great Interests of the country; 
In the face of violent opposition, he has maintained the 
laws at home, and vindicated the rights of American 
citizens abroad ; and tlierefore we proclaim our unquall- 
fled admiration of his measures and policy. 



WHIG CONVENTION— 1856. 

A Whig National Convention met at Balti- 
more on the 17th of Sept, 1856 — ^Edward Bates, 
of Missouri, presidiug. The nominations oi 
Millard Fillmore for President, and Andrew J. 
Donelson for Vice-President, were unanimously 
concurred in. The Convention adopted tbtB 
following 

PLATFORM : 

Beao^edj That the Whigs of the United States, now 
here assemi>led, hereby declare their reverence for the 
Constitution of the United States, their unalterable at- 
tachment to the National Union, and a fixed determina- 
tion to do all In their power to preserve them for them- 
selves and their posterity. They have no new prindpiea 
to announce ; no new platform to establish ; but are 
content to broadly rest— where their fathers rested— 
upon the Constitution of the United States, wishing no 
safer guide, no higher law. 

Resolved, That we regard with the deepest Interest 
and anxiety the present disorderedU condition of our 
national affairs — a portion of the country ravaged by 
civil war, large sections of our population embittered by 
mutual recriminations ; and we distinctly trace these 
calamities to the culpable neglect of duty by the present 
national administration. 

Resoloedy That the Government of the United States 
was Yormed by the coujunction in political unity of wide 
spread geographical sections materially differing, not 
only In climate and products, but In social and domestio 
institutions ;' and that any cause that shall permanently 
array the different sections of the Union In political hos- 
tiUt^ and organized parties founded only on geograpUcal 
distinctions must inevitably prove fatal to a continuance 
of the National Union. 

Resolved, That the Whigs of the United States declare, 
as a fundamental article of political faith, an absolute 
necessity for avoiding geographical parties. The danger, 
so clearly discerned by the Father of his Country, has 
now become fearfully apparent in the agitation now 
convulsing the nation, and must be arrested at once if 
we would preserve our Constitution and our Uiiion from 
dismemberment, and the name o( kxawAsa. tc«vsL Xk^-^i^ 
blotted out t.oui Ui« tamiVl <k^ Ck\H>S&iA^'&».>t^wDa. 
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In the election which enaued, Mr, Fillmore 
raeeiTed the vole of Maryland oulj, while Mr, 
Bucbannn obtaiaed those of the 14 other Slave 
Ijuiea, andofXew-Jereey, PenoBjilvaDia, lodiiDa, 
lllinoiB and California, making 173 in aU. Col 
Fremont received the Totoa of the eleven othet 
Free Slatee, making 114 in all. Pennsylrania 
■nd Illinois, had thej voted for Col. Fremont, 
voald have given him the eleeUon. 

REPUBLICAN CONTENTION— 1880. 
A Republican National Convention assembled 
■t Chicago, lIlinoiH, on Wednesday, Uay leth, 
18S0, delegates bt-iirj; jQ attendance from all the 
Free States, as also from Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, Kentucky, Mit-souri, Teias,' the Ter- 
ritories of Kansas and Nebraska, and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 
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David Wilmot as temporary Chniroian, and he 
was chosen. The usual Committees on perma- 
nent orgaitization, credentials, etc., were ap- 
pointed, and the Convention was permanentij 
civilized by the selection of George Aahmun, 
of Massachnafetls, as President, with a Vice- ' 
Prerident and a Secretary from each State and 
Territory represented. A Committee, of one 
from each Stale and Territory, was appointed 
(o draft suitable resolutions, or in other words 
a Platform, and the Convention atjjourned'. 

On the foilowitig day, an interesting debate 
•rose on a proposition (o require a Tote equal 
to a majority of full delegations from all the 
States to nominate candid^ee for President and 
Tice-Pri'sideni ; which, with the delegates actu- 
ally in attendance, would hnve been about 
equivalent to a t«o-third rule. This proposition 
was voted down, and the Convention decided, 
by a vote of 331 to 130, that only a m^oritj of 





«Tlng 


abate of tl 


epo 


nr 




t^-tiitl^y 


ao^nu: 


'■I 


^sr 


he people j 


.11/ 


view wit 


alarm the 


rccklm 






ee which 












'ed 










n to'^lgli 










Dd' 






to arrot tl 




oai 


C pill 




poU 




rj bj favor 


d p.nl. 








■ >a 






elopmenU 


rrranda 




lorropllooialthe 


Fed 






opoll>.>how 












ira 


on 


■ Imperatively df 
































n, of lu 




foroB, 


Carrie. Slat 








r aU of Itie 


Torrilo- 


rid 




3nlledBtate.,l> 




nge 


Diu poll Ilex 


here.,. 








apll 


1 P 




ooe oflli. 








Dnl»<< Slalce It that of freeiloni: Tlinl 



mh Icflilatloa li ntcemerj, loon 
r the eaD.utullDi] agalDil all altei 



NATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND PLATFOBMa 



Utore, 01 of any indlridanls, to glre legal existence to 
Stavery in any Territory of the United States. 

0. That we brand the recent reopening of the African 
sUtTe-trade, under the coyer of our national Aug, aided 
by perversions of Judicial power, as a crime against hu- 
manity and a burning shame to our country and age ; 
and we ca'l upon Oongress to take prompt aod efficient 
nie.-i lures for the total and final suppression of that exe- 
orM>!e traffic. 

10. That in the recent vetoes, by their Federal Ch>Ter- 
Bors, of the acts of the Legislatures of Kansas and No> 
oraAa, prohibiting Slavery in those Territories, we And a 
practical illustration of the bcasted Democratic princi- 
ple of Non Intervention and Popular Sovereignty embo- 
died in the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and a demonstration 
of the deception and ft'and involved therein. 

11. That Kansas should, of right, be immediately ad- 
mitted as a State under the Constitution recently formed 
and adopted by her people, and accepted by the House 
of Kepreaentatives. 

1%, That, while providing rerenne for the support of the 
General Oovemment by duties upon imports, sound poll€j 
requires such an adjustment of these imposts as to en- 
•ourage the development of the industrial interests of the 
irb<de country : and we commend that policy of national 
•xohanget which secures to the working men liberal 
wages, to agriculture remunerating prices, to mechanics 
and manufacturers an adequate reward for their skill, 
labor, and enterprise, and to the nation commereial pros- 
perity and independence. 

18. That we protest against any sale or alienation to 
Others of the Public Lands held by actual settlers, and 
ag^nst any view of the Homestead policy which r^^ards 
ttie settlers as paupers or suppliants for public bounty ; 
and we demand the passage by Congress of the complete 
and satisfactory Homestead measure which has already 
passed the House. 

U. That the RepubUean Party is opposed to any change 
in our Naturalisation Laws or any State legislation by 
which the rights of citlaenship hitherto accorded to imml- 
grants from foreign lands shall be abridged or impaired ; 
aad In favor of giving a Ml and efficient protection to 
the rights of all classes of citisens, whether native or na- 
Inralised, both at home and abroad. 

ISu That appropriations by Congress for River and 
ITarbor improvements of a National character, required 
IHt the accommodation and security of an existing com- 
merce, are authorised by the Constitution, and Justified 
hr the obligations of Government to protect the lives and 
|m»pertv of its citliens. 

141 That a Railroad to the Pacific Ocean is imperatively 
demanded by the Interests of the whole country ; that 
file Federal Government ought to render immediate and 
eBeient aid In its construction ; and that, as preliminary 
thereto, a daily Overland Mail should be promptly 
Established. *^ *^ ' 

IT. Finally, having thus set forth our distinctive prln- 
dtfAtB and views, we invite the coSperation of all oiti- 
oens, however diflTering on other questions, wlio sub«tan- 
tfaQy agree with us in their affirmance and support. 

On the following day, Friday, May 18th, the 
Chair having announced that the naming of 
candidates for President was in order, Wm. 
1L Evarts, of New- York, named William H. 
Seward. 

Mr. Judd. of Illinois, named Abraham Lin- 
coln. Mr. Dudley, of New-Jersey, nominated 
Wm. li. Dayton. Gov. Reeder, of Pennsylva- 
vania, nominated Simon Cameron. Mr. Cart- 
ter, of Ohio, nominated Salmon P. Chase. 
Francis P. Blair, of Maryland, nominated Ed- 
ward Bates, of Missouri. 
. Indiana seconded the nomination of Abraham 
Uncoln. Mr. Austin Blair, of Michigan, seconded 
^e nomination of Mr. Seward ; so also did Carl 
Scburz, of Wisconsin, Mr. Worth, of Minnesota, 
and Mr. Wilder, of Kansas. 

Mr. Corwin, of Ohio, nominated Judge Mc- 
Lean. 

Mr. Delano, of Ohio, seconded the nomination 
of Mr. Lincoln, as did also one of the delegates 
from Iowa. 

The balloting then proceeded, with the foUow- 
kigreeiilt:. 



natr BALLOT. 



Skdet. 



1 1 «■ i « J « 

** = « 3 5 • S 




Maine. ... 10 6 — — 

New-Hampshire 1 T i— *.!•-. 

Vermont — — .....^if 

Massachusetts. .Si 4 — . 

Rhode Island... 1 5 1 1 ..• 

Connecticut.... — 2 1— 7 — — 3 — — ~-. 

New-York 70 

New-Jersey....— 14 — 

Pennsylvania.. 1^4 — 47|— 1 — 

Maryland 8 8 — — 

Delaware — 6 — — -.• 

Virginia 8 14— 1 

Kentucky 5 6 8 1— 8-- 1 — — 

Ohio — 8 4 — 84 -^ 

Indiana — 26 — — 

Missouri IS — 

Michigan 12 ... 

Illinois — 22 — — 

Texas 4 2 — — •— — -• 

Wisconsin „10 — 

Iowa 2 2— 1 1 1— 1 

California. 8 -• 

Minnesota 8 — — ^-.-.....^ 

Oregon 5 -^ 

Territories. 

Kansas 6 — — •— — > 

Nebraska 2 1— 1 8 -• 

Dis. of Columbia 2 ^ 



Total.... 178n02 8 50^48 12 1 49 14 1 1 10 

Whole number of votes, 465. Necessary to 
a choice, 283. 
The second ballot was then taken. 
Mr. Cameron's name was withdrawn. 
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Maine 10 

New-Hampsliire 1 

Vermont — 

Massachusetts 22 

Rhode Island. 



li 

6 — 

9 — 

10 — 

4 — 

8 



i • § 

•c I I? * 
^ 6 Q o 



8 8 



Connecticut — 44 — —8—2 

New-York. 70 — — — — — — «. 

New-Jersey 4— . — -___»_ i0_ 

Pennsylvania 2^48— 1 2*— — — 

Maryland 8 — 8 — — — — — 

Delaware — 6 — — — — — — 

Virginia 8 14 — 1 

Kentucky 7 9 — — — 6— — 

Ohio — 14 — — 8 29 — — 

Indiana, — 26 — — — — — — . 

Missouri — —.18 — — — — _ 

Michigan 12 — — — — — _^ 

Illinois — 22 — — — — — — 

Texas 6 — — — — — — 

Wisconsin 10 — — — — — — . 

Iowa 2 6 — — 1 4 — 

CaUfomla 8 — -___' 

Minnesota 8 — — — — — — — 

Oregon — — 5 — — — — -« 

Territoii^s. 

Kansas 6 — — — — — ...• 

Nebraska. 8 1 — — — 2 — •— 

District of Columbia... 2— — — — — — — 



Total 184^181 85 2 8 42^ 10 t 

The third ballot was taken amid excitement, 
and cries for "the ballot." Intense feeling 
existed during the voting, each vote being 
awaited in breathless silence and expectancy. 

The progress of the ballot was watched with 
most intense interest, especially toward the 
last, the crowd becoming silent as the contest 
narrowed -down. The States, as called, voted as 
follows : 



* Proviousty withdrawn. 
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llAliie 10 — — « -. — -. 

/New-Hampshirt'. I — — 9 — — — 

Vermont — — — 10 — — — 

ICamachuaeits.... 8 — —IS — — — 

Bhode Island.... 1 — 15 i .. — 

Oonnecticut 14 8 4 — — 1 

New-Tork .70 — — — — — — 

New- Jersey. 5 — ~ 8 — 1 — 

Pennsylvania.... -> — ~ M 9 — — 

Maryland 8 — — 9 — — — 

Delaware -— — ~ 6 — — — 

TIrginia 8 — «— 14 — — — 

Kentucky (J— 4 18 — — — 

Ohio — — 16 89 9 — — 

Indiana — — — 86 — . — _. 

Missonri — 18 ~ — . — _ 

Michigan 18 — — — — -. — 

ininois — 88 — — — 

Texas 6 — — — ^ — ^ 

Wisconsin 10 — — — — . — — 

Iowa 8 -- I 6^ . — — — 

California 8 — — — — — — . 

Minnesota 8 — — — — — — 

Oregon 1— — 4 — — — 

TerritorlM. 

Kansas 6 — — — — — — 

Nebraska 8 — 8 1 — — — 

Dist. of Columbia 8 — — _ . _ — 

180 88 is Sli 7 7 1 

This gave Lincoln 281} votes, or within 2} of 
a nomination. 

Before the result was announced, Mr. Cart- 
ter, of Ohio, said — I rise, Mr. Chairman, to an- 
nounce the change of four votes from Ohio, 
from Mr. Chase to Abraham Lincoln. 

This announcement, giving Mr. Lincoln a 
majority, was greeted hj the audience with the 
most enthusiastic and thundering applause. 

Mr. McCrilKs, of Maine, making himself heard, 
8aid that the joung giant of the West is now of 
age. Maine casts for him her 16 votes. 

Mr. Andrew, of Massachusetts, changed the 
▼ote of that State, giving 18 to Mr. Lincoln and 
8 to Mr. Seward. 

Mr. B. Gratz Brown, of Missouri, desired to 
change the 18 votes of Missouri to the gullant Fon 
of the West, Abraham Lincoln. Iowa, Con- 
necticut, Kentucky, and Minnesota alito changed 
their votes. The result of the third ballot was 
announced : 

Whole number of votes cast 466 

Necessary to a choice 234 

Abraham Lincoln had received 864, and was 
declared duly nominated. 

On motion of \Vm. M. Evarts, of New- York, 
seconded by Mr. Andrew, of Massachusetts, tb<i 
nomiitation was then made unanimous. 

On motion of Mr. Evarts, of New-York, the 
Convention now took a recess till 5 oVlock, to 
afford time for consultation as to yjce-President. 

At 5 oVlock the Convention reassembled, 
listened to nominations, and then proceeded to 
ballot. 

The following is a record of the ballotings for 
Vice-President : 

[NoTK.— Col.Fremonthad sent a letter by one 
of the delegates from California, withdrawing 
his name from the list of candidates for Presi- 
dent. This letter was published before tho 
meeting of the OonveBtiopl 
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Maine ........ . •— — — — 16 — —"^ — • 

New-Hampshire...— — — — 10 — — — — 

Vermont — — — — 10 — — — .— 

Massachusetu....— 80 1 1 1 — — — — 

Rhode IvlHnd ....— — — — 8 — — — -• 

Oonnecticat 8 1— 8 5 — — — — 

New-Tork 9 4 8 11 86 1 8 

New-Jersej 1— 7— 8 — — «- — 

Pennoylvania... .4^8^84 Til — — 8 — 

Maryland 8 — — 1 8 — — — — 

Delaware 8 — — 1 8 — — — — 

Virginia 88 — — — — — — — — 

Kentucky ...88 — —. — -- — — ___ 

iiiiio *.......••... *"~ ~~ -^ ~~ m "~ ^~ ^" "^ 

Indiana 18 — — — 8 — — — — 

Missouri — 9— 9 — — — — — 

Michigan 4 — — _ 8 — — — — 

IlUnols 8 — 16 8 8 — — — -> 

Wisconsin 6 — — — 5 — — — _ 

Iowa — 1 1— • — -. — — 

Caiifornia — — — 

Minnesota 1 — — 



1 6 — — 



Oregon , 

Ten iloi-iet. 

i \ana a8. ........ ..^" "^ ^^ 

Nebraska 1 — — 

DistwOfCulumbia.. 8 — — 



- i-» 8 1 



6 
5 



Total.... ..luliSSiM 68 194 1 

Total 461. Necessary to a choice, 888. 



8 8 



m SSCOITD BALLOT. 



StatM, 



Hamlin. Clay. Hickmaa. 



Maine 16 

New-Hampshire 10 

Vermont 10 

Massachusettf 86 

Rhode Island 8 

Connecticut 10 

New- York TO 

New-Jersey 14 

Pennsylrania 64 

Maryland 10 

Delaware 6 

Virginia — 

Kentucky — 

Ohio 46 

Indiana 18 

Missouri 18 

Michigan .. 8 

llUnob 80 

Texas..... — 

Wisconsin S 

California T 

Blinnesota T 

Oregon 8 

Tf.trUoriet 

Kansas 8 

Nebraska — 

District of Columbia 8 

Total 86T 



88 
88 

14 
6 

4 
8 
6 
6 

1 
1 



8 

6 



Massachusetts withdrew the name of Mri 
Banks, and cast 26 votes for Mr. Hamlin. 

Pennsylvania withdrew the name of Gov. 
Reeder, and cast 64 votes for Mr. Hamlin. 

On motion of Mr. Blakey, of Kentucky, tb« 
nomination was made unanimous. 

Mr. J. R. Giddings. of Ohio, offered and the 
Convention adopted the following : 

Retolved, That we deeply sympathize with those men 
who have been driven, some from their native Statet and 
others f om the States of their adoption, and are now 
exiled fh>m their homes on account of their opinions ; 
and we hold the Democratic party responsible for the 
g.oss violations of that clause of the Constitution which 
declares that citizens of each State shall be entitled to 
all the privileges and immunities of citizens of tht 
errtral 8tat«ik 



\ 



NATIONAL GOKYENTIONB AND FLATFOBMa 



Mr. Asliinun made a brief speech, and the 
Convention adjourned Htu die^ with nine hearty 
rheers for the ticket. 

NATIONAL REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE. 

The Convention previous to its a^iournment 
made choice of the following gentlemen as the 
National Committee for the next four years : 

JfoifM—OHAHLKS J. GnjCAK, BnuunridL 
N^uhHampttMre—QiiOViQ^ O. Fooo, Coaoord. 
F^N*fjion^LAWRSNCK Brainaro, 9L. Albans. 
JftuwocAtMtfM— JoHM i. GoooBicn, Stoi^bridge. 
IKAocttf /«ton<2— Thomas G. Turhw, Provideiiee. 
ConatecUcui — Gldeom Wkllu, Hartford. 
Ktw- Yort — Edwin D. Moroam, Albany. 
3r««9V«rMy— Dbnmino DuBRf N. T. Uty. 
iV»n«yfoania— Edward McPHRBStnr, Oettj[rt>iirg 
Delaware — ^Nathaniel B. Shithkrs, I)over. 
Maryland— James F. WAOina, Balnmore. 
Virfftnia — Alfred OAU^WBiXf Wheeling. 
OiUo— Thomas Spoohbr, Reading, Hamilton Go. 
Indiana — Solomon Meredith, CenteryUIe. 
7IUAoi«— Norman B. Juod, Cmcago. 
Michiffan — ^Austin Blair, Jackson. 
Wieoonsin—CAKL Schurz, Milwaukee. 
Iowa — Andrew J. Stevens, Des Moines. 
Minneeota— Jobs McKusick, Stillwater. 
Jf{MO?*ri— Asa S. Jones, St. Louis. 
Xeniudbtf—0kaaiu9 M. Clat, Whitehall 
Oambmia — D. W. Ohbesmah, OroviUe. 
Oreffon^-W. Frank Johnson, Oregon C^ty. 
ixtneae — William A. Philups, lAwrenee. 
Jfebraeka — 0. U. Irish, Nebraska G^j. 
Diet. ^Oohambia^ Jobefh Gbehakot, Washington. 

At a meeting held in Chicago, May 18th, 
1860, the Committee organised by choosing the 
Hon. E. D. Morgan, of New- York, Chairman, 
and George G. Fogg, of New-Hampshire, Secre- 
tary. Siiosequently, the following persons were 
constituted the Executive Committee: 

E. D. Morgan, of New-Tork. 
Gideon Welles, of Gonnecticiit. 
N. B. JoDD, of Illinois. 
Oarl Sguurz, of Wlscoiudn. 
John Z. GKx>drich, of MassachusetU. 
Denking Dubr, of New-Jersey. 
Geo. G. Fogg, of New-Hampshire. 

CONSTITUTIONAL UNION CONVENTION— 

186a. 

A Convention of Delegates, coming from 
twenty States, and claiming to represent the 
^* Constitutional Union Party," met at Baltimore 
on the 9th of May, and nominated for President 
John Bell, of Tennessee, and for Vice-President 
Kdward Everett, of Massachusetts. The ballot- 
ing!* for President resulted as follows : 

1st. 2(1. iBt. 2d. 

Ji^nBell, 6Si 188, Edward Everett^ . . 25 %k 

Uooston,.. 67 69 Wm. L. Goggin,. . . 8 — 



Wm. A. Graham,.. 88 
Wm. L. Sharkey,.. 7 
Wm. G. Bives, ... 18 



18 
8* 



J«bnM. Botts, ... 9i 7 
John McLean,.... 21 1 
J.J. Orittenden,.. 88 1 

Necessary to a choice, 1st ballot, 1 28 ; second 
bftllot, 127. 

The nomination of Mr. Bell was thereupon 
■Mde nnanimous. 

Mr. Everett was unanimously nominated for 
Vice-President. 

The Convention adopted the following as 
their 

PLATFORM. 

^ Whsreati^ Expe ience has demonstrated that Plat- 
form« adopted by the partisan Oonventlons of the 
eioontry have had the effect to mislead and deceive the 

E50p»^, «in»l nr »hv tame t!m« *-<* widen the political 
vUions of Uie country, by the creation aad encourage- 
■leat of jceofrHpii.eal and sectional parties : (herelbrc^ 



Eeeol^ed, That It k both the part of patriotism aai 
of duty to reoogmi»e no political princfple other thaa 

TBfl COHSTITUTIOV Or TBI COOVTBT, THB UKIOH Or TBI 

Statu and thb EvFoaoKMBHT or •*m% Laws, and that, 
as representaUves of the Oonstitatlonal Union men of 
the country in National Oonvention assembled, we 
hereby pledf^ ourselves to maintain, protect and de- 
fend, separately and unitedly, these great principles ot 
public liberty and national safety, against all enemies 
at home and abroad, believing that thereby peace nay 
once more be restored to the country, the rights of the 
People and of the States reSstablished, and the Govern 
ment again placed In that condition, of Justice, fraternity 
and equality, which, under the example and Constitution 
of our fathers, has solemly bound every cltixen of tftc 
United States to maintiUn a more perfect union, estab- 
lish Justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for 
the common defense, promote the general welfare, and 
secure the blessings of lib<nty to ourselves and ear 
posterity. 

DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION— 186a 

A Democratic National Convention assembled 
at Charleston, S. C, on the 23d of April, 1860^ 
with full delegations present from everj State 
in the Union, and doable delegations from 
Illinois and New-York. One of the New- York 
delegations was elected by the State Nominating 
Convention which met at Syracuse the preced* 
ing autumn ; while its rival was elected by 
districta, and led by Fernando Wood, Mayor of 
the commercial emporium. From lUinoia, one 
of the delegations was favorable to Senator 
Douglas, and the other opposed to that gentle- 
man. Tickets of admission were given -by the 
National Committee to the former or *'Soft** 
Delegation from New York, thus deciding, so 
far as their power extended, against the Wood 
or ** Hard'* contestants, who were understood 
to be opposed to the nomination of Douglas. 

Fraiicis B. Flournoy, of Arkansas, was cho- 
sen temporary chairman, and the Conventioa 
opened with an angry and stormy debate on the 
question of the disputed seats. Mr. t^isher, o( 
Va., presented a protest from Mayor Wood, 
on behalf of his delegation, against their 
exclusion from the Hall. The reading of the 
protest was ruled out of order, and, after a 
wrangling debate, committees were appointed 
on Permanent Organization and Credentials, 
and the communication of Mavor Wood was 
referred without reading to the latter. 

On the following day, the Committee on 
Organization reported the name of Caleb Cush- 
ing, of Mass., for President, with one Vice- 
President and one Secretary from each State, 
which report was adopted. They also reported 
a rule ** that in any State in which it has not 
*' been provided or directed by its State Con- 
^^vention how its vote may be given, the 
** Convention will recognize the right of each 
** delegate to cast his individual vote." Which 
was also adopted. 

A Committee on Resolutions and Platform 
was now appointed ; and it was voted that no 
ballot for President and Vice-President should 
be taken till after the adoption of a Platform. 
Adjourned. 

On the following day, the only progress mad* 
by the Convention was the settlement of the 
question of contested seats, by confirming tho 
sitting delegates ; that is, the ** Softs '* from 
New-Yorl(, and the Douglas men from Illinois. 
On the 26th, no progress was made, though 
thare was much angry debate and many thr^t* 
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of bolting on th« put of delegate! from the 
Cotton States, ualeM thdr vie** in regard to 
PlBtrnrm should i>e adopted. 

On tlie 27th, tlie Platform Committee, fluling 
to agree, preeepted fin UMrtment of Platforms, 
from ithi;:li the Canvenljon was expected to 
malce its selection, Tba msjority report, pre- 
aented by Ur. Aver;, of N. C, was *l fol- 



Flaifbnn adopwd al ClndiuiaU ba 






3 adopted al 



B Colted Bi 



u'lUatDra 
i>Ill>il Slave 



.Ml prlDclplet on the miyoci _., 

1b Uia TirrlkirlH^ Rni, ihaiCoDgrai hH no povert 
aboHib Slavery In the TerriUrt« : iHODd, that th* Tei 
TtCorlal LtglalMure bii do power to abullih Hlarsr; Ii 
tka TirritorlB, nor to j'rolilblt the InlndDcUon of alaTg 
IfaflnliL, nor uof pawer to Aateoj or Impair tlie right o 
pnparto ^a eUTet br any teflilalloD whatoTor. 

Jtltnlfd, That the tniclinenu of Slate Leal 
•o dsfaU the fiJlhrul necalloa of the FnglU* 

Bttotwd. That It 1b the dnlr of the Vederal QDVin- 

Iil(hHaa,lii lli*Terriiorlsi,ornhereTer eUe lla Jurlidlo- 
Uon «teiidi. 

BfolBtd, That It li th< 
the Called SUtea to affo 

Baattid, That It la the dutv of Itae OoTemmeal of 
the Dnltad Statet to afqulr* Oaba al the earUiM prae- 
Uubts moment. 

Tbe principal minorilj report, which was pre- 
sented b? Mr. Henry B. Pajne, of Ohio, and 
aigned by the members of (he committee 
from Maine, Kew-Dampeliire, Vermont, Rhode 
Island, Conoecticut, New.Jersej, Ohio, Indiana, 
IlUnoiB, Uichigan, Wisconain, lows, Minncsola, 
New-Tork, and Penngjlvania, (all the Free 
States except Culifornia, Oregon, and Haaeachu- 
•etts), reaffirmed the Cincinnati Platform; de- 
clared that all rights of property are judicial in 
their character, and that the Democracy pledge 
themselTea to defer to the decisions of the 
Supreme Court on the sntject; ample protec- 
tXvD. to citizens, naliie or nataralized, at home 
or abroad; aid to "a Pacific Railroad;" the 
acqiUtiCioii of Cuba, and that «U 9ute mistance 
to the FugitiTe Slave Law is revolutionary and 
■qtlTeratve of the Constitution. 

Oca. Bern. F. Butler, of Massachusetts, pre- 
sented another minority report, reaSnnIng the 
Cinciniiatl Platform, and declaring Democratic ' 
prindples unchangeable in their natnra when ' 
applied to the same subject matter, and only ' 
recommendiog, in addition to the Cinciiinaii i 
Platform, a resolution for the protection of ail 
•ittiens, whether native or naluralixed, 

Mr. Fayno stated that his report, although a 
minority one, represented one hundred and 
serenty-two electoral votes, while tbe majority 
report represented only one hundred and 
twenty-seven electoral voles. 

Hr. Jame< A. Bayard (U. 9. Senator], of Dela- 
ware, preaented another series of resolutions, as 
follows; 

Tbe first afBrmed the Cincinnati PliCform. 

The second derhrcd chat Territorial Govern- 
meats are provisional and temporory, and that 
daring their existence all citiiens of the United 
Stales hare an equal rigblto stttle in the Terri- 
loriei without their rights of either person or 
property being destroyed or impaired by Coo- 
gresaional or Territorial legisUUon. 

Tb« third, that It it the dniy of th« Qovsm- 



mtnt to protect the rights of persons or pro- 
perty on the high seas, in the Territories, m 
wherever else Its constitutional authority ex- 

The fourth that, when the settlers in a Terri- 
tory have adequate populatioo to form a 8tat« 
Constitution, the right of Sovereignty cotn< 
mences, and, beinff conaummated bv thetr ad* 
mission into the Union, they stanJ upon an 
equal footing with the cltliens of other States, 
and that a Slate thus organized is to be admit- 
ted into tiie Union, Slavery or no Slavery. 

The day waa apent in fierce debate, withoBi 
coming to a vote on any of these various propo- 
sitions. 

On tbe S8th, Senator Wm. Bigler, of PeniH 
sylvania, moved that the majority and minority 

iporcs ba recommitted to the Convention, with 

strucliona to report in an hour, tbe following 
resolutions; 

Sttolvtd, That th* Flatlonn adopted br the Diae- 
eratle pirtj at CUudunatl ba affinned, with tho toUowtaf 
eiplUKtorT raMliitlMi; 

Sfelfd, That lb* OavmtnaBt et a Territorj, o^ 
laiiiimnMi iniiil iirrTiinfiias, liMiinleliiiiil iml temp^ 
latr. and, dsrlDg Us eiWaioe, all dUaeni arihe OaiU4 
8tBl« havs an aqnal rl^ to leUla in the Tsnttvy, ■ 
wlthont their rlglua, dther »t panan or propertr, bolu 
deatroTtd ot lBqialr*d bj CuisreMlenal or Tirrttorid 
LedBlatlon. 

SetoWtdf That Iho DemocrallD j^artj* itands pUdfed 

□lalJitalD all the Donalllntlonal tighta of propcrtj, sf 
whaUrer kind. In the Territorlea, aod to enforca all th« 

RaioletA, That It li the duly of the Doited Stalea to 



QoverDmeDt aid aa wUI timre [be eoikfllrmitloa of a 
railroad to the Paellle eoail at the carUeat praoloal 

SBKttmd, Thai the l>eBioerallo Partj ar* la tavsr of 
the HcqulilUon at tbs Idaad of Ouba, on neb lermi IS 
■hall be hoDorahla to onreelva and Josl to Bpata. 

BtKitBtd, ThatiheanaoiBenlaofSUta £e(Mata(«s 
Id deteal Ih* taltbrul anoatlOD et the rnslUvs Slave 
Law, are hoeiile la eharaclar, nbvenive of the OonM- 
latloo, and revoluiloDaij lo Ihtfr affecl, 

Jlr. Bigler moved the previous question. 

Mr. W.Houtgomery (M.0-), of Pennsylvania, 
moved to lay Ur. Bigler's motion on the table. 
Be did not regard as a compromise a proposi- 
tion for a Congressional dlave Code and tlio 
reopening of the African Slave Tr*de ; bnt, 
learning that the adoption of his moUoo would 
hare the effect of tabling the whole subject, bo 
withdrew it. A division of the question WSS 
called for, and the vote waa drst taiien on tho 
motion to recommit, which waa carried, 161 to 
161; but the proposiliou to in'lmct the com- 
mitlee was laid on the table, -iiili to 66j, u ' 



r«.a-Malno. ., 

lenaiihuiiiu, \H; Rhode 1 

ew-rcrk, 85; Penn 
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Da|6;'ul*<lialppl,I 



it-Hampihln, 
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Korala, Si— 



Sabseqasotlr, on tbe si 



b«lB tin nujorit; of liie CommiUee 
reported die fatloving: 
BtMtedt TbU (he pUtform (dopWd bf i 
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b tut OongnH BH 
[7 In the I>btrtct si 



DU!ta,titetattaie0aBtiitaaao6amaat ^n Umd Uw 
pawEi ta DT^Ut or MUblWi SUmy. Bvur Hirioa st 
nwLLiiM. Wnrthirn loaii, AMtbeiB Bioi, bmb of all pu- 
Hw. irihthUlht fn rrrtmit, rhrrfch inif nrhTlil ftt I"rr1 



_ti deputmeBtt, ta pnteofi, ^, .^.^ 

rbliH «( MnsD* and pi^tttf la l)i» Tsritulia, aod 
vGanrec the Ui o — "'-•' — ' ~" — '•- — -^ 
ntrti. That ■ 






nt ■•TB^^D^ eoBmeacai, 1 
•dvlirfOB lobo ttafl Dalaii, ISaw ataad «d aq .-, — . 
bifwdb Ui« fMpta or •tttriuiai; a>d Ibe Slate t 
«rauhed asght to be adnUed int* Ha Fsderal UU 
irfwhrr tfi ritwHIntliiTi rmMMti t rmplrtu Ihit ffwt 
Hon •( SaTcr;. 

AiH«L Tliat Uie SemKnUi: puV •" *■■ 't'vr «f 
aoqvliUioa or (he liUnd of Cuba, wi ivch tenna ai a] 
be kMnUe ta gnnelrea ud Joa (a ^alB, at Itae eanleM 



< AMA. T1iatliHl>eiaagiW7>f (be United Statea nng- 
■AaltaathelmneTatiTBd^ar Italg OaTcnun— • ■- -- 
el |h« uutnllud cUun tn all bla rlgbU, 




m !■ their power to I 

it OooKToi, fn tbe 
-HBtheMte^h-" 
■t pca(«lcahle 
Mr. A-Tery (oak tlie floor, and spoke *t leogili 



iuTi 



of ttie report, a.ad in the courae of b 




■■■UtbeZiBlznidAlitSKMrMtheNMtk. We 
nr dut tfe« Eialnut Aid BadO- UB aead ■ nter 10 ne 
oT Iba lanfuriei of tb* DklM aUMi M dtttnnlBe a 
aaaWlBn lelaUiig to Jarerr. far tbe Mb 0( IIML «Ule U 
vMldoMibeSaiiltaaniiaaBtbaaaBaflUM. Vtug. 

IbML Ihit arberenr Ifam la tttr—"^'-- '"• -"- 

Ml and Horlh, that the N«tk ea 
pMM vad Alciutr, *MDie paw, 
Bterlbe Ttrriloilea o( the PederaL .... .,.-_, 

thcia, FOB galabllata tbe docBliu that a Tenllorlal L^da- 
tato mtA was b* tatabUilul Iw Oaifreaa la aw Ttiri- 
toiT haa the il^ dbutJj or laAeetlT, to tffiMt t£* luU- 
t^D a( aarerr, (ben r«( eu aee that the LqUitne tr 
Ha aoloa, iftbcr dir«<^ or iorflnoUr, mu OBiUr ei- 
doda «Tei7 maa Aoib Ihe alaTChaUiiE Stalea aa el- 
hetaattu It roa had adopted iho Wfaaot Frarln oat 

Bid ae we teld that, la adrocatlBg the dodriaen BDV 
do, ve Me TblallBi; lh( pitndBlet of ttw floflBaaa plat- 
(Kh. ncgtHf UiiitUieaBdaulIvCatfHnbaFainlu 
Softfdaatr puUOrm; thatltvaalntendedlopnieiilud 
praetieahr tatanso that great nbidfle. Now, we who 
Bade Ihla report dtor that thlili the liUMBttncUon of 
tkeCtadaaMI platen. W* of the Aulh a^ that when 
*e Mtat Itr Ihe Oatlinna platkma va ■aderMud, team 
tkt het that the THTKoTlei (land ta (ha Bamepadtbn u 



At tbe §aalb, ve 

9l (bat II had M uiM(idlj; thatlt di 
■ - ■ 'ributowSoHh 



■rftnecdgatri but ow HoHhen Meada aay Hiat 

a Btaa Fopular SarerdgntT. Mow, If ve an 

aohu to o^laialt wad to dodan Ua pilD^lea,Iiv 
IM M ellber dedan UUn optnlT, bold^, aoaarelj', 
or let oaleaTelt HkklaUieaiidiDaattllM&na. I 
want, and vo of tho SHilh waal, ao HBra doohtfUl plat- 
larnm apoQ thla or aTotbw qmiftin. Wa dcdre (hat 
ihii OoDm^aaibaaUtakeabald,Bqan tf«nd. What 
iMiiillii n iii un iBiiT Tbeir Bfllatioa 

, to the iodriaaor Ibe Sivrmw 

Oowt aad iMira* to ahUa tiy aar dedrioo that nar bo 

—"1 brthattribmal hatww tba d^eoaot a TtnUorr 

(haaablecL Why, fealleaia* *t th e ndnort ty, jot 

raaMlbit JM an all kar^Udl 



. . 1; ead ir he ba Bi. . 

jdeiMoDottbaSweMeOaiut, 

res edtetie to Ha dewa, be win aabadt to IL .... 

Too ear that tU k aJoAlal vkMIu- Weavtbal 
.bBoL BiillfltbeajBddalqaalloa,lti>lnnilBlalla 
on )nwUieBlaUniiDlgBad«,becaaaeallTOBidllhaTela 

- la, - thlB £ a^AU^i^ttMj^lheaw'-^- -"— "-- 




*ilnclpJ?« are. 

Ur. a. B. Pafoe, of Ohio, r«pUed M length, 
md, iu the course of bis argument, eaid ; 
ThequeelloasiaaTnhadaMrMted ths Oamta aad 
he psrtr duee UN; aad we hoped br Ihe Ogmpnidoe 

roiof ISKLIheKuwMlawaf 18S4,aad U 

If lan aad 1851, that the polcT wt Uk Da 




laOo^peaioe 

To show that Squatter Soveraignty h&d been 
generally hceepled id tbe trae Demoorstk doc- 
(riae, Ur. Fsyae quoted from eminent SonUiera 

Democmtie Stateamen u fallows: 

'[(twidapoaaprtKlple. Ibold thatihe wlUottba 
ijority of tbe people of Kanaoa duald dedd* tUa 
eidon, aad I aar bcce t»«labt, before thla paepta aad 
fore ala oaoMn, ibbt I, lor eae, iball abide Itaa doet- 
kera. lboUlo(heri(titof tbeFMlB 
tbem to deddoltk 

'Si. 
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klA^W^ 



A POLITICAL TKXT-BOOK FOB 18«0. 



OoTcmment of the United Statei ihould not force the 
inititutioi) of Slavery upon the people either of the 
" Territoiien.' oi of the States against the will of the peo- 
ple, though my voice could bring about that result" 

FHOM ▲ SPCKCR or TICK-PHK«IDKirT BRCCUXKIDGlC. 

" But those w)io hold that the Territorial LeglsUture 
cannot past; a law prohibitiDg Slavery, admit that, unless 
Uie Terrhoriai J.egslHture pass laws for its pi otectlon, 
Slavery will not go Uiere. Therefore, practically, a 
majo ity of the people represented In the Territorial 
Legihiature decider the question. Whetlier they decide 
It by piohib.tiDg it, according to the one doctiine, or by 
refusing to pai:s lawit to protect it, as contended for by 
tite other party. It immaterial The majority of the peo- 
pie, by tlie action of the Territorial Legislature, will 
decide tlie question, and all must abide the decision when 



raOM THK SAMB. 

** But If non-intervention by Congress be the principle 
that underlies the Compromise of J 860, then the proMbi- 
tion of 1820, being inconsistent with that principle, should 
be removed, and perfect non-intervention thus be estab- 
lished by law. 

** Among many misrepresentations sent to the country 
by some of the enemies of this bill, perhaps none Is more 
flagrant, than the charge that It proposes to legislate 
Slavery into Nebraska and Kansas. Sir, If the bill con- 
tained such a feature it would not receive my vote. The 
rifl^t to establish Involves the correlative right to prohi- 
bit, and, denyUig both, 1 would vote for neither." 

rBOX TBS 8AMK. 

'* Upon the distracting qaestion of domestic Slavery, 
their position is clear. The whole power of the Demo- 
cratic organiaation is pledged to the followli^ proposi- 
tions : That Gong: ess shaU not Interpose upon this sub- 
iect In the States, in the Territories, or in the District of 
Columbia ; that the people of each Territory shall deter- 
mine the qnestlon for themselves, and be admitted into 
the Union upon a footing of perfect equality with the 
original States, witliout discrimination on account oX the 
aUowance or prohibition of Slavny." 

FROM ▲ SPBKCH BT BOX. JAUKS L. ORB, OF 8. C. 

*^Now, I admit that there is a difference of opinion 
amongst Democrats as lo whether this feature of Squat- 
ter Sover^gnty be in ttie bill or not. But the great point 
upon which the Democratic party at Cincinnati rested 
was, that the goveriunent of the Territories had been 
transferred from Congress, and, carrying out the spirit 
and genius of our Institutions, had been given to the 
people of the Territories.** 

yaOH A BFKKCB BT BOB. J. B. BTKntKBS, OF 6B0R8U. 

"The whole question of Slavery or No Slavery was to 
be left to the people of the Territories, whether North 
or South of 8ft* 80' » or any other line. Ttve question was 
to be taken out of Congress, where it had been impro- 
perly thrust from the beginning, and to be left to the 
people concerned in the matter to decide for themselves. 
This, I say, was the position originally held by the South 
when the Missouri Restriction was at first proposed. The 
principle upon which that position rats, lies at the very 
foundation of all our Kepubllcan institutions : It is that 
the citizens of every distinct and separate community 
or State should have the rig^t to govern themselves in 
their domestic matters as they please, and that they 
should be free from intCi meddling restriction and 
arbitrary dictation on such matters, ft-om aoy other 
Power or Government, in which they have no voice." 

Mr. Payne continued. But for consuming time, he 
could read for half an hour, to show that every eminent 
Southern man had held the same opinion on the doctiine 
<^ popular soverdgaty. 

Mr. Payne would read from the Cincinnati Platform 
to show what it laid down. All should be IkmiLar 
with It: 

**The American Democracy recogalxe and adopt the 
principles contained in the organic laws, establishing the 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska as embodying the 
only sound and safte sokitSon •f the * Slavery Question * 
upon which the great National Idea of the People of this 
whole country can repose in Its determined conserva- 
tism of the Union— non-interference by Congress with 
Slavery In State and Territory, or in the District of 
Columbia.** 

They nominated Mr. Buchanan on that Platform, 
agreed on by the representatives of every State in the 
Union, as the oflScial record would show There was not 
one diss mtlng voice In the whole list of States. In cast- 
ing the f ote of North QiroBna, hk friend, Mr. Avery, 



then acting as Ohalrmaa of his Delegation, and aowpr^ 
senting the majority report announced : 

" North Carolina gives ten votes for the Platform, ttld 
will give ten thousand minority in November." 
I In his letter of acceptance, Mr. Buchanan, in an m» 
phatic and clear manner, thus expressed hu vlewa of 
this Platform: 

** The recent legislation of Congress respecting domcB- 
tic Slavery, de.ived, as it has been, from the original 
and pure fountain of legitimate political power, the will 
of the majority, promises, e; e long, to allay the danger- 
ous excitement. This legislation is founded on princi- 
ples as ancient as Ftee government itself, and in accord- 
ance with them has simply declared tiiat theptophe qfa 
TerritofV^ like t/ioM o/ a State^ hAall dtviaejbr Uuam^ 
9tlu€». lohether SUfoe.y tihaU or nhall itot eai6t ieitA4n 
thHf' Umtuy 

Mr. Payne bad extracts yet behind of speeches from 
Stephens, of Geo. gia, one of the most distinguished btat«^ 
men of the South — from Mr. Benjamin, of Lou aiam^- 
Mason, of Virginia — more qualified, lie admitted, bat 
still emphatic. The Senator from Delaware, too, Mr. 
Bayard, had fUlly indorsed the doctrine of Popular 
Sovereignty. 

So had Mr. Badger, of North Carolina, and Judge 
Butler of South Carolina. Mr. Ilunter of Virginia, cer- 
tainly one of the wisest and purest statesmen which the 
Democracy now numbers amongst her leaders in the 
land — ^he, also, says that the people shall have the rig^ii 
to decide on all questions relating to tlielr domeaUc 
institutions. In his speech, he used these words, almost 
identical with the Platform of the minority : 

**The bill provides that the Legislatures of these Ter- 
ritories shall have power to legislate over all r ghtfal 
subjects of legislation consistently with tlie Constituiion. 
And, If they should assume powers which are thought to 
be inconsistent wkh the Constitution, the Courts Wiil de- 
cide that question whenever It may be ra sed. There ii 
a difference of opinion among the friends of this measure 
as to the extent of the limits which the Constitution im • 
poses upon the Territorial Legislatures. This bill p.v- 
poses to leave these differences to the decision of tue 
Courts. To that tribunal I am willing to leave thisded- 
slon, as it was once before proposed to be left by tkie 
celebrated Compromise of the Senator f-om Delaware.** 

He also read an extract of a similar character fi'ou a 
speech by Mr. Toombs, of Geor|^, one of the boldest 
men on the fioor of the American Senate, taking groutid 
In favor of non-intervention by Congress. 

Need he accumulate these extracts to show that not a 
s'ngle statesman who has figured in Congress, of lata 
years, bnt has taken this high ground? 

Mr. Samuels, of Iowa, presented the follow- 
ing report on behalf of the minority of the 
Platform Committee : 

1. Mesolved, That we, the DcBAOcracy of the Unlao, in 
Convention assembled, hereby declare our affirmance of 
the resolutions unanimously adopted and declared as a 
platform of principles by the Democratic Convention at 
Cincinnati, in the year 1856, believing that Democratfe 
principles are unchangeable in Uielr nature, when ap- 
plied to the same subject matters ; and we recommend 
as the only further resolutions the following : 

Inasmuch as differences of opinion exist In the DaflM>- 
cratic Party as to the nature and extent of the pawtra 
of a Territorial Legislature, and as to the powers and 
duties of Congress, under the Constitution of the United 
States, over the Institution of Slavery within the TerrW 
tories: 

2. Rtaoletdy That the Democratic Party will ablda ^ 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United Stalaa 
on the questions of Constitutional law. 

8. Meaolvtd^ That It is the duty of the United 9Mm 
to alford ample and complete protection to all its •Itl' 
sens, whether at home or abroad, and whether native or 
foreign. 

4. Beaolved, That one of the necessities of the ago. In 
a military, commercial, and postal point of view, ii 
speedy communicaUon between the Atlantic and Paofla 
States 1 and the Democratic Party pledge such Consttla' 
tional Government aid as will Insure the constraction of 
a railroad to the Pacific coast, at the earliest praetlcablt 
period. 

5. Jis9ohi4d, That the Democratic party are in faror 
of the acquisition of the Island of Cutia, on such tvam 
as shall be honorable to ourselves and ^ust to Spain. 

6. £esolt€d. That the enactments of State Legislatarea 
to defeat the faithful execution of the Fugitive Slav* 
Law, are hostile in character, subversive of the Coaat^ 
tution, anl revolutionary In their efiTect. 

Qen. Btttler, of Mat<aaehua«tt8^ again reported 



NATIONAL CONTXimoiTS AKD PLATFORMS. 



(u a minoriCf) the aautuoali Plaifoi 
tlUntion. 

It wu eridont, eveo before the reporl 
af the nuJDtitj wu presenMd, Ih&t it wonk' 
not be suaCatned bv the CoQVeatioa, though thi 
Free^late mMJority evinced not only willing 
new bat Bniiet; to conciliate their Southeti 
brethren at uij SHcriBce not absalutely ruiooiui 

The majorilj of the CanreQtion, confident <it 
their power to reject the majority report, weri 
uixtous for > TOte ; but the minority aeemed 
determined to etave off definite action for thuL 
dty, and carried their point by * system cur 
renlty termed "Blibusterine,'' which would havi 
dotie no discredit to the House of Represent* 
lifea at Wuhingtoo. The caofusion aud hiil> 
bob which prcYsiled may be comprehendei 
perhaps, by the following extract from the olH 
«ial report of the proceedings ; 

Mr, BIgLer obtained tlie floor, and detired to iDneel 
t* lb* OODTOiltai Hut, by eamman eaattxa, sod wjihoui 
tar futlier itmnlB, ttur iboaLd adJonrn. (Qrl« of '* ] 
Aetl-'-lobttotV*) 

nr. Ranter, of LoaKana.— I appeal lo 



M traateat dtoordar prcTaJliDg 1 



M— and the Obalrs 



!■ phftloaJlj Imiwailble i 



ir, the Otiair vlU U 



10 > propoiltloa of Ur. Hunter of LaulaLana. 



on, »-l«S, 



esolution fur the protec- 



!ili,Bi Conneaileat, •!) 
IS)1 De]airare,8; Man- 
tarolina,10;Oear«:li, 10; 
Leatuckr, I ; UlnucMta, 

Vo^Ma..., ., - , ._,_ 

MaiuehDflCtu, 5; Rhode Jilaad, 4 

"—Tort, M; NoirJenej.S: Peniiii , . . 

....,11; Virginia. S|: BDUlhCaraliaa, 8: rioridi 

Altbama, t; LouMaoa, t; Ulotujppl, 1 ; Teia . _. 

'-baiuai,4; Hi9aourl.M; TenDcsua,!; Kentackj, I; 
ilo, S9 1 lo^ua, 18 : Dllnnli, 11 -, Ulchlfan, S : Wlicau- 
h6;Io»a,4;UIiiD«au, !ll;CaUr>rnla,i— 193. 
So the amendment wiis rq'ected. 
the minority report (tliat of Ur. Samuels) 
IS then read, and. after IneRectoal attempta 
tabic the subject and proceed lo a nomina- 
in, the Toie was taken and the miuonty 
port wna adopted as an amendment or subsu- 
le, as follows : 

r«M— Maine, 8; Ne>'Ham|»blr^ S-, VoroioDt, S- 
.. i -■. . .. |_4. conoocllcui,*! New- 



."•7; 



J, i ; ^odt Iiluii 



.urk,8I>;Nev.Joruy,a; PennijlTaDta, IS ; Ua-rland, 
H; VlTilnla.1: Hlwiuri.4; Tenawee, L ; Kenlualn, 
H\ Obfe,»; Indiana, ISj lUinoli, 11; Ulc>ilgaD,e| 
VlsMiuIn, B 1 Iowa, 4 ; HmiMala, 4—1(11). 

JITovt— HsiaachiBsUe, t; Neir-Jenej, 1; Peniiarl- 
ranla, U; Delawan, »; Marjrland, 44; Tir(lDla,14i 



kToliiia, 8 



Is done, (he Ouir dailre 



nra npon their (eel and eoiaged 



•ther. The Chiii be 



Ho, 
esillj i bQ 



•rder, prseenllog luch a ipoclacle lo the people ot Boarti 

ahlabadf ot»inanjreep«!tabl«(FnU<iii«n of the M^ 
aat itaad h g In the commualtj, eo^ged In dehat^ud 
daHhArailoD upon the deareat interoiu of the caontrj, 
'Applauee^) 

It waa finally agreed that the vote ahould be 
ikta the next day — or rather the following 
lIondaT, and the Convention adjourned. 

On lioiiday the 80th, the President stated the 
qntaUoo as follows ; 

n« OonvenHim wni romenibcr (hat, In the Ant 
plaM, tbe fentleman trom North CaroUoa (Hr. Airerr) 
nporMd tba naolulooi of tho majorltr of the commlt- 
tf. Tbtt«spontkageiiUeniaiifri>nilawi(llr, Bamoeb) 
■orcd an ammdmaat totheee rsolatioiu, b; ilrilcinji 

HMlndDU propoHd br blm. In behalf of a portion of 
adaoritr of the committee. After which, the gaDUauan 

atbor portion of the minority oammlttee, to amend tba 

■ aiiil nl, bj ilryElnc ont all afKr Iha aord "ri- 

iolvad,*' and Inwifiiu th* propariUon propoied by him ' 
•■ bliiaU «t that mlnorltr. The Bret q^ieitlon wltl 
W Iharafhr^ npon lb* amendbenl mot ed bt the inn' 

^ Ute (Mr. Butler). If that amend- 

HI Will then come to a rote npon 

OTtd br the gantlemaa from Iowa 

•-IKS tl, faawaTor, the amandmenl of Mr. 

..aralli.tban that anendmant wfll have ta]»n 

■^ ■ " ■-' M •atoHtaUOf U ta lb* plau 



. , . . L0DWaDar<'l'Mlaeii>ipi4,T{ 

Luekf,' «t' ; Caii^roia, '4 ; Oregon, ^188. 

The question was then taken on the adoption 
if the report as amended, the vole being taken 
iin each resolution separately, and with the ex- 
ception of the one pledging the Democratio 
{larty to abide by the decisions of tbe Supreme 
Court oa the subject of Slarery in the Territo- 
ries — which was rejected — they were adopted 
liy a vote which was nearly unanimous. 

The delegation from Alabama, by ila Chair- 
man, then presented a written protest, signed 
!)y all its members, atmouncinf; their purpose to 
"ithdraw from tbe Convention. They were 
followed by the delegations from Uissiasip;^ 
Florida, Texas, all the Louisiana delegation 
except two, all the South Carolina delegaUon 
except three, three of the Arkansas delegation, 
two of the Delaware delegation (including 
Senator Bayard) and one from North Carolina, 
Tbe order of their withdrawal was as follows i 



J of JanoaiT, 1880, the Democratk 
A laba m a met In Ooatantlon, In th« 
and adoplod, wllli ilagnlac nnaot, 
iHoni hereiruh nibmllUd : 

ra uUIKfid and edted wlu tha fSr 
ub FarVr » bi tnfMor la lilillil llillllami 



A FOLITIOAL TSXT-BOOE FOB ISSO. 



of u^ Bum tm'iki Mb <S Juwr, U^ u 



nbuit 10 Ilia nil^Jtel otblii 






Ilia niliJtel otGliTHT.ls-wl 

— ^ pgopiB of tfca BU« hok»m B -, — , 

pftAArulB Ika 81Alc«,la Uw itirliortvi. ui4 Id Lhb 
(HilavlilckTuTlIiiilil OsTmuiuiil* tie u jel uuir. 



J^ StHlHJ/*tlltr,TlHtki(if4H'UBUtu)dc1e 
■MMtH 10 * roll (OtimHU <X IM> rt(M tn tlH 

m n4llni Iks ^S^ls of Ik* M nHtoUon l 

■mm mImM ta OHnrttaB kT Um Uouaner or UiU auH, 

Ik* Onanl HiiihjimiI. kT lU Bnpw luUlulou. 10 uoun 
u tun Mo ttoM lucttnfa M aU iJH ciSeu ■« the nmied 
DiMn liiiSav with Ikfpr^efUor arn? <«cri|iilBB. dvt 
a>iik*woHaiflilko n o mji »*V*e uuwi B«mwM»t 
4 SwM/war.TWlboOoiwlSalknotllHUiilMdBUUk 
Ink tooHif kotWMBHHonlcii owl co-tqwl Sinia, miUail 
OHB OBkiHk of P(l£it OtHlHT ol diUi ud HMK«« 
^ XwbM Ariir, nut Um TvAiwko of Oia ViilM mia 
onooBBsapcnm.tawMghlbe HUt» bon tqiul rlikta^ 
u* 10 wMiili^ •OShi or nuT Bton lUT rifluniUr eml- 
nailTodilBBMUootllie Unloa, or b j ihi 




WB wen dlrectad to InaUl Uiftt the platform adopted by 
tUi OoarenltDn ihoDld embody, *'ln wholej" tbe propoal- 
iioni embrmoed In the prccedlag reaoLuuona, prior to 
Doiuloatlng caDdldatea. 
AniloDB, If poulble, 

OmTfiDtlon, Bfld thvi 

i)BBiDcratlc partr, we agnad 



ft platform^ c! 



onaUtT of 11 



,, — .Jrtty of the Commit- 

■00 oa uaaiBBODi— tnu ntajorttr repreaentlDi; not only 
miforUf or th« Statco or th* Union, but alan ihn dd^ 
Elata ataniDielTtobecatTledhrttae Dcmacntlc paitf 
In the PrealdcDUal election. We beg to make Uieaa re- 
forlM a part of Ihia commuidcatlon. 

[Bee heretofore the t-nb aeta of reeotutjoiu re- 
ported bj Mr, A»erj.] 



at tha Dfawormlie pi 






pectiHlifecltoGillkLim, ire ikould d< 

lorlty of the Democrallc electoral Tote 
3[ thoae who oige It, emboilr In 



., _._ n priudpUo 

<i un Aiaimua lomuuuiii. Ilial PlalCorffl liaiCollow*: 

iHere follow Hr. SamaeU' resolutiona u ado;^ 
. See Platform.] 

iDd the power of (lie people of a Tsrltoir to cioloda It 

}j anrrbiiullj leglAlatlon; and 
&L Ai reitardi the dulr of the Fcdenl GoTeniiDCDt to 
Fnjojmont of bli pro- 
he PUlform adoptad, 

pie of a Terrilorr anj power to lecU- 
latllnllDii DteUTeir; and we ••Hrt 
>r th« Federal GoTenuDent, In aD In 



le Tenltoria 



Wo b^, air, to eomniDnleato thli bet tkrougb fou, and 

annr, but onder a aenaa or ImperallTe obUfstlon, p»> 
pfrlT Bppndatlni Ha reaponiiuililta aod ebeerfoUr auk 

Ii. P. WiLHa, CbatimaD. O. 0. HiiFU, 

J.&Liaa, LnraB.Oiw, 

JoMi A. Winioa, ito. w. Foam, 

Boim 0-. Boon, T, O. Sowmim, 

A. B. Un, W. 0. GoiLD, 

J, B. BauBi; Juudb 0. B. unauu, 

H.D. Bwra, W. aesaaaoB, 

Jil. lawn, a. a. Qtiina, 

W. !■. TIXOIT, J. T. BaiDroiD, 

h'. H.'r. Diwio>, a. d. Hmi. ' 

K. M. PlTTOIl, WlL H. BIOOES. 

W. 0. UolTn, B. CBIFNIK. 

Hr. Walker also presented a reaolation to tha 
effect that no other pergon than the retiring do1»- 
gated had any authoritj to repreeeut Alabama 
■- the CoQTGHtioii. 

The Alabama delegation then withdrew from 
thehalL 



ly teilre from Ibo 
.bima. (Cheera.) 



wu harmoolo«.°*<l^"KhU) ' 



Ian <ra It, wUla Kortheri 
r. PrHklent,ItliinkIiiE 



to Biht the Black Bepublloani 
Ih a bold Iront; let ua naa the la 
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nan nail' wef mini"* Ftn^o'rTn u lulud UiFm.mTid 
ta uke ■ Tote upon It, aiHl II thii pisUnnc did aol girt 

ConiHtoUon, Ihen wt would bRTS bora ready to do bIihi 
«• »» now dolog. Wio rUlfOr.n wWch the irljorlljr of 
mt OoBwollon En adopdid Jow not fti* n» those Eunf. 
utca wliloh we ue entitled to for Iht pronctlnr of our 

tntlilg oonteM. We wtah io "«'"]• .^'S?if*''frta d" 
the l>eKiiHn(g from Ibe Tm Buxa, e'eonotjnln <u and 
teM with ua, we mnHBfht oar own bailie. Wrarereadr 
tameel thilmne made t^ the Blagk Republlcani like 
men, bnl we dull bailie for what we conceive to bo the 

rlKd'hjmjdelegalion toannouDce that Sejwillidraw 
the bet that two of thedelegallon dnnol JolQ "'■^"'^ 



Ur. Uouton made some addltiooal remarks, 
bnt owian to the confusion which preTailed in 
aie halt, the reporter was anabie to heir them. 



■sMeB. ToB aar ttiai Ten CMoot rlT« u" an acVno. 
fadgntnt or thai rlghi,whloh I M IT fon hen now, I 
MbUw UbbwID *» yoor onl« aafety In jour oontcsl 
MkiE* Black BepnUIcani of Ohio and of the Norll 

Wkr. ilr, tatn b*ek ta the hialai; of jonr own leadln 
BM>. nwt«Bniiid]iUBcnldHdKnitl«BaB,(Hon.Oharlf 
M, aiMrt, er HlahlfU.) onoa a npnaentallTe of one c 

■ ~ - Or' - - ■■ ■ - -" 

„ „ tb 

BUI tta WUmot FNtlio, and to i 
Svittociw; $ad nn, iAm Ibt 



■lOre Ukt will aekDowleilgi (he piinelple whiidiwa 

ITk^'Han?, drl^ mM"u!'e wlldernelm ^nXS 
onc-but 1 l«ll ikiuilien. O.CO hcre,aiirt for them, 1 
t North, th»t. In leai liian aiiiy daj-, 70U will Dnd 
hI South itiniliiiKildcbj tide with na, (Prolonged 

,.-, -'B mnil respeet oaraelrai. And, genllamen, tel Be 
lar to joo of the North now. Uial IIh time mar '"""^ 



inr proteonon. The power of Ibe IMaw 



irlng. 



of UigBiaeipfH, then read the 
following document, 
fb Iht Frtitdmt cf Uta DmoeraHt Ommh^im .' 

ail : Ai Chairman of Uie deleiatlon. wbloh hae Ibt 
iLonor to repreaeot the Slate of Mlulnippl upon thla 
tloor, 1 dealrelo be heard by you and bytbcCotiTedtiod, 



U» aolentn act of b.r delegation npon thil floor, aod I 




aar to ron, ptDllenien, thU It ii not a huty acUoo ; Ihal 






kody of the people whom we repreient, which was ei- 






?Sed In IbeOonwnUoB that aennu here, ind thai re- 






We came here limply aibini ■ recognlllon cflhe equal 


BiIHalnatallMilaiidatillbaiirdi. (Lond eheeri.) 


righu Df our Slate under the lawi and OonOiiuUon of^or 






otlHrMTert^nBlatM. ffloee «haTeb™ii«re. ourln- 






necewary, should be yielded by Ibe Govemitient whUih 


soDeemed. We taye all aonghl, and I belieiebaye all 


clalmt our allegiance. We bid regarded lorerameal 










We eame lo MtUe Ibe prlnoiplM opon wblch our party 
moit rwt and inuBt Blind. We cann here, geatlemen of 
tbe North, not to aelc you to adopt a prtnelpie which you 


After a dcllljeratlon of nanydaya, It baa been aa- 




Utei of nearly one-halt the atatoi of Ihl* Qnion, and Utal 


oonld »y wai oppoeed lo yoor conaclencei and 10 yonr 


IDO, In the moit Klemn and ImpnwiTe manner, Chat OBT 






•qnal nien<ben of a oommon confedency. aimply 10 aik 


olaed. While It li granted thai the capacity of the 


nra to acknowledge our equal righli wllhln thai conlede. 


federal Government U ample lo prolect all other p«- 


raey. (Cheem) dlr, at OinelniatI we adopted a Plat- 


porty wilhln ila Jurlediollon, 11 li clalnwd to be ImpoMil 


at flu Mortl., of the Emi, of llie Sooth, and of the Weei, 




recognlicd In fifteen loTireign BIal«. Within ttaoM 


what vaa the eonitrucllon placed upon that Flatform In 


Slalei, eren Biack Repablicau admit 11 to be guaranteed 


|MteB.^«^on. »^*«^i;^"l^__^^ ^^^ »J Sea"" n"the" 






Law; without them, they claim the power to prohibit or 



^^M^'ti 
ttAlagiU 

KikVwiUar 



■nator from Ohio, (Mr. Pugta.) 
«, told HI from that itud that 
ent totally ndioMd thtbr powers 
a* abOHd (ham, OoMraM oooU wipe out that Tetrlbnia! 
M«««riuiiaiit allogcUir. And yet. when w« some here 
■Dd alt hin toglTeiHpnileollon In cue that Territorial 
flowmimant rote at of our properly and atrlkei the etar 
vhlihaaanntoUHUmioriliuiBlppl fromthiOagor 
the Colon, aa tar ai thi OomUutlon glVaiber proleollon, 
he Ma oa, with hla band npos Ui heart— aa Got. Payne, 
•t OUs, bad betbra done— (hat Ihey will put with ihif 



Ur. MalbewB tlien announced t^u^^n«ffiis<% 
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Udi ritpMIfullj 10 pr«eiit the MloirlaK documeDt. 
To Til Hon. Ojlu CisiiDra, 

tnUe aute CanTtDlloo of Bontb CinUu, b« ksTe re 
KACtfaU^ to atalB that, aoDDi^Uog to Uh prloci^cfl eaimct- 
M*d Id thdr PUtfarm mt GohmhiL lb« power, cUber nt 
ttw Vsdenl eonmnieDt or gf Ui agsnt, tlw Indto- 
ilil Oonnuntiit, u> (boIWi or letUita udut propnty 
taltmra.lv either direct or lDdtnctl(^aUil>iL,b «lp«c[- 
■llf denied : end aa the Ptitform adopted bj Ihe CooT«n- 
tloii ptlptLbXr end 1nt«DtlonA]ff prevents mjr eTprenliin 
ailrmliu the locepeclty of the Territorlel GorenimeQt lo 
1» legWatc, tlut Ihejr nonld out be ecUog In good Mtli ii. 

emlUuent*, to longer remeln In thli Coartnllon. BrjLl 
dKyberdiJieepectfuUf utooimcr their wlUidnirKl tbetc- 

ikua Bmoat, Tb09. Y. Butoxe, 

a HCGOVlIf, Jta. PlTIBSDH, 

B. B. BoTLnuH, J. A. Mim, 

K W. (^iiius, FUKIUVD OAlU.UIk 

G. N. BniouH, Jr. 
The rending or thid paper was greeted with 
livqaent bureiti of iiiose enthuuHntic cfaeenng 
m tbe floor aiid in the galleries. 



IbeBtBteof norJi)s,lll> vllt 
pmant mfielf before jon ti 
tdenl and men or hlfh ind no 



waMitlMj) 
Stnopl 



(tnnMb ud tnpport from the DeniDcraig ol the Sanii. 
I lUiida to the Buck Bepubllcaa pertj-^a pftrlT wUirli 

fmin. (OtaMnQ I >a> proud laiejrlhat nipporlen nt 
•nr olslin for aqoBl rlfhte hare holdlr prennted ihecn- 
Mlra from the good oldBUteorPeonB^lriDin. (Cheen.) 
Whllo re han enMrtalned (reat reipccl for jonr tileni 
•od Inttfiltrt ret ve bid sdiea to TDu of the Norlhutst 

UnBonUi. (Obeen and iauEbUO sSt, we laV'toVo^, 
nod other natei. who have come forwurd wim tl'e b»h,'i' 
heantilt eotrow. "' "" " J"" " ' "B" " 

Ur. Randall, of FenniTlTanls.— And New^Jerte;. 
Ibriat HaiiacbuHtts. Hrremarkirai geutral. Where- 

■aM or the Weat. baa had the minlinesi to rite up'anil 
Tindlcate onr rlgbla, osr heart! here been at hli con- 
Band. (Oheeri.) 
Wa thank roD, iciitlaiQVn, for the conrteaies wo ban 



iD^ 70a, >Dd which w< 






fctful adleiL (Loud cheer 
■Te done. Tbe delegation 



■eaie ot bnnor ambnlit nii- 
and the laM, and Iha WM, 
IB her* to repnunt riortda. 
, read ths foflowlDg piolMa- 



The IiDdsnIgned, Denocralle delegate! from the ■!■(■ 
>f Florida, enler ibli Ibeir lolenin protait ^ainattha 



T. J. ^p». B. T. nirdlaw. John MUun, J. B. Owana, 
C. ¥. DjVe, delegalei from Florida. 

nnantwooily adopted the fcllowing BckHdHdh ; 
Seiohid, That DO penon, not a Tegnlaily appotntad 

JOBi Wa-nt, Chatnnan ot DelegaUoo. 

Hi. Brjati, of Teiai. whe wai reeeind with load ohaaia, 

Texas, ihrongh her del^alM 00 this floor, on lbs land at 
Oalhoun, where "tmlb, Jastka and tbe OoniUtBUoB" 
was proclaimed U> the Bouih, lajpa to tbe South— this daj 
you Bland ertei. (Loud sheen.) WhIUI we depreeua 
the neceasiiy which calls fbr onr parting wllb the dele- 
galei from the other BtalM of this Contederaoj, yel It la 
laHy, have huig looked to. Xdn- 
■'— - ' ■— — ini learned thai 



Churches. 



Norlhem Oallege,! 

North ud * South ; there , 

ie Uetbodlst Ohnroh, the Baptist Oharoh, the 



re^e, wl 



rs then openly, v 
and Lot. I hare b 



<u ae the BUck BepeUl- 
at we ask, we can flgU 

eillj hold these DplnlOBa, 
let III separate, as did 

OD that 11 he spread hpoa 



Sot, CiiMa CnBaaa, 
PrutOtiUefOUDiiuienMolTaltBiMlGomiiUlen! 
The iindenlgiied, delegates from the State of Tena, 
weald respectfully protest ag^net the late acUoD of thh 
Conventlotj. fD renwDEto aoopt tbe report of the nu^oritj 
of the Conmdtlee on Beeolollona, wUch operates as Om 
1 adoptloDof priDdplceat&iiidngdoctrfakealnoppfr 
to the dedsloD of the Bnpreme Court Is tbe J>r#i 
Esse, and In oonfltet wUh the Federal CoDsUlallea, 
rpecully opposed to the platform of the Demooralk 
patty of Teus, which declares : 

1st. That Ihe Denooratio puty of the State of Texas 
. jafflrm and coDcnr In the prlndplea oontalned la Ibo 
^ifonn of Ihe National Democralla Cooieniloti, held at 
OhidnnaH Id June, ISIMI, as a tnie expression of poUliea) 



yATIONAL CC^NVUNTiOXS AND PLATFOBlfS. 



n 



piiadplM therein cobtalaeJ, m embraicing Ui« >d17 doc- 
tdne which can precenre the hitegriiy of Uie Union and 
Che equal rights of the States, "expreaxly rt^ectlng any 
interpretation thereof favoring the doctrine known as 
Squatter Soyereigatj," and that we will continue to ad- 
iMire to and abide by the prlnclpies and doctrines of the 
Virginia and Kentucky resolutions of 1793 and 1199 and 
Mr. Madison's report relative thereto. 

M. That it is the right of every dtisen to take his 
pii»erty, of any kind, mdading slaves, into the common 
(emtory belonging equally to all the States of the Con- 
IWeracy, and to hare it protected there under the Federal 
Oooetltution. Neither Congress nor a Territorial Legisla- 
tare, nor any human power, has any authority, either 
directly or indirectly, to impur these sacred rights ; and 
Unj having been affirmed by the decision of the Supreme 
Oowt in the Dred SooU ease, we declare that it is the 
duty of the Federal Government, the common agent of all 
the States, to establish iach government, and enact such 
laws for the Territories, and so diange the same, from 
Chse to time, as may be necessary to insure the protection 
and preservation of these rights, and prevent every in- 
flrlngement of the same. The affirmation of this principle 
of tba duty of Congress to simply protect the ri^ts of pro- 
perty, is nowise in conflict with the heretofore established 
aod well-organiaed principles of the Democratic party, 
thai Congress does not possess the power to legislate 
SUveiy into the Territories, or to exclude it thereflrom. 

Jtooognizing these declarations of prindples as instruo- 
tloBS to us for our government in the NaUonal Convention, 
mad believing that a repudiation of them by all the 
Northern States, except the noble States of Oregon and 
GaBfomia, the whole vote of which is more than doubtful 
la (be ensmng Presidential election, demand from as our 
gncmalifled disapprovaL 

ne andersigned do not deem this the place or time to 
discuss the practical illustration that has been given of the 
irrep re ss ible conflict between the Northern and Southern 
Slates, that has prevailed in this Convention for the last 



II is aaffident to say that, if the prindples of the 
Northern Democracy are properly represented by the 
t>pinkm and action of the majority of the delegates firom 
that section on this floor, we do not hesitate to declare 
Ibal thdr principles are not only not ours, but, if adhered 
to and enforced by them, will destroy this Union. 

In consideration of the foregoing facts, we cannot 
remi^ in the Convention. We consequently respectftilly 
withdraw, leaving no one authorised to cast the vote of the 
State of Texas. 

Oay M. Bryan, Chairman ; F. R. Lubbock, F. S. Stock- 
dale, EL Greer, H. R. Runnells, Wm. B. Ochiltree, M. W. 
Oovey, Wm. H. Parsons, R. Ward, J. F. Crosby. 

ARKANSAS RKTIRKS. 

Mr. Barrow, of Arkansas, read the following 
protest. 

Ooir. Calkb Cdshimo, 

Prstideni of CftarU&tom donventi&tt: 

The undersigned, ddegates accredited by ttie Demo- 
cracy of Arkansas to represent said Democracy in the 
CoDTeatkm of the Democracy of the United States, assem- 
bled on the 28d April, 1860, beg leave to submit the fbllow- 
Ing protest, against certain actions of this Convention, 
aM statement of the causes which, in their opinion, require 
tbem to retire from this Convention : 

1st. The Convention of the Democracy of the State of 
Arkansas, convened at Little Rock on the 2d day of April, 
1800, passed among other tUngs, the following resolutions. 



1st. Smatved, We the Democracy of Arkansas, through our 
rop r e ee ntatlveg in CoavenUon Msembled, proclaim our confl- 
denee ta the virtue and intelligenoe of the people, and un- 
abated Cdtb in the prliidples of the Democracy. 

2d. We re-affirm the poUtical principlfes enundated in the 
Cincinnati platfbrm by the Democracy of the United States 
m Jane, ISM, and aasert as Ulustrative thereof, that neither 
Ooagresa nor a Territorial legislature, whether by direct 
IsglrtstVin or by legtslaUon of an indirect and unfriendly char- 
aeter, possesses the power to annul or impair the constitutional 
rifhta of any eltixen of the United States to take his sUve pro- 

Kty into the common Territories, and there hold and enjoy 
saabe, and that if experience slrauld at any time prove the 
jii'tteiary and executive power do not possesK the means to in- 
•are protection to coosUtntlonal rights in a Territory— and if 
llw Territorial Government ehould fail or refuse to provide 
the aeoessary reme-lles for that purpose, it will be the duty of 
Oongrees to supply the deflclenev. 

Sd. That the repreaentatives ai the Democracy of ArkansaH 
fa the Charleston Convention be instructed to insist upon the 
neogaitkm by said Convention of the purpose hereinbefore 
dec l s r o d . prior to balloting fi>r any candidate for the PrcAl- 
dsaey : and if said Convention refuse to recognixe the rights 
■rtkoSonthlathaToRitortosorthe United Slates, the repre- 



sentatives of the Demoeracy of Arkansas be instructed to 
retire firom said Convention, and reAise to aid in the selection 
of any candidate whomsoever by said Convenilon. 

4th. That the unity of the Democratic party and the safety 
of the South demands the adoptioa of the two-thirds rule by 
the Ohariesion Convention of the Democracy of the United 
Slates, and that our delegates to said Convention be requirod 
to Insist upon and maintain the adoption thereof as an indls- 
pensabie necessity. 

In accordance with the instructions contained in resola- 
Uon 8d above, one of the undersigned had the honor, on 
the second day of the session of this Convention, to offer 
to the coDshkraUon of this ConvenUon the following rei^ 
lution, vix. :^ 

" Beaolved, That the (invention will not proceed to nomi- 
nate a candidate fi>r the Presidency until the I'la^form shull 
have been made "— 

Which said resolution was passed by the Convention with 
great unanimity. Subsequently, the Committee on Reso- 
lutions and Platform, appdnted by the Convention, in ac- 
cordance with the luages and customs of the Democratic 
party of the United States, agreed upon and reported to 
this Convention a platform of principles, recogi^ing the 
principle contained in the resolutions of the Democracy of 
Arkansas, above recited, and fkdly asseriixig the equal 
rights of the Southern States In the common Territories of 
the United States, and ^e duty of the Federal Govern- 
ment to protect those rights when necessary, according to 
the usages and customs of the Democracy of the United 
States, afi developed by the practice of said Democracy as- 
sembled in Convention on former occasions, and in strict 
accordance, as is believed by the undendgned, with the 
compact and agreement made by and between the 
Democrats of the several States, upon which the Con- 
ventions of the Democracy of the United States were 
agreed first to be founded, and assented to by the 
several Southern States. The report and determination 
of the Committee on Platform became and was hencefor* 
ward the platform of the Democracy of the United 
States, and this ConvenUon had no duty to perform in re- 
lation thereto but to receive, confirm and pubfish the 
same, and cause it to be carried into effect wherever in 
the respective States the Democracy were able to enforce 
their decrees at the ballot box. 

The undersigned are confirmed in this opinion by 
reference not only to the history of the past, which 
shows that in all instances the sovereignty of the States, 
and not the electoral votes of the States, has uniformly 
been represented in the Committee on Platforms, and 
that tile report of the Committer has invariably been 
registered as the supreme law of the Democratic party by 
nnanlmous consent of the entire Convention, without 
changing or in any manner altering any part or portion 
thereof! It is asserted, as a part of our tradltlonai policy, 
and confidently believed, that the Democracy of the 
United States, by a peculiar system of checks and 
balances, formed after the fashion of the Federal Govern- 
ment, were contracted and boimd themselves to ftilly 
recognixe the sovereignty of the States in making the 
platform, and the popialation or masses of the States In 
naming tiie candidate to be placed on the platform. That 
many States have been tmiformly allowed to vote the fhli 
strength of their electoral college in these Conventions 
when it was well known that said States never heretofore, 
and probably would never hereafter give a single elec- 
toral vote at the polls to the candidate which they had so 
large a share in nominating, cannot be accounted f)r on 
any other principle than that it was intended only sa a 
recognition of the sovereignty and equality of said States. 

Would it be right at this time for the numerical majo* 
rity to deprive all the Black Republican States repre- 
sented on this floor of their representation, which by 
custom they have so long epjoyed, simply because it to 
now evident that they are or will be unable to vote the 
Democratic ticket in the next Presidential election ? 

By common consent we say that a reclcless numerical 
msjority should not be thus allowed to tread under foot 
the vested rights of those States and well establi«Jied 
usages and ctistoms of the party. 

If thus it be wrong for the nume-'cal minority to 
deprive the Black Republican States of this long vested 
right, how much more uivfust is it for the numerical 
majority to deprive all the States of their vested right 
to make and declare the platform In the usual and 
customary manner ? and when we call to mind that the 
numerical majority resides chiefly in the Black Repubtt- 
can States, to whom the South has uniformly accorded 
so large a privilege, in naming candidates who were 
alone to be elected by Southern votes, we have much 
reason to believe that he to whom you gave an inch 
seems emboldened thereby to demand an elL 

The underslmed beg leave to state that many patriotio 
States* Right Democrats In the South, have long con- 
tended that theso Conventions of the D«caa«t%Rss^x^x%- 



A POLmCAL TEXT-BOOK SOB IMQ. 



■tnflDg Ib fket Ibe wkele contolldBled itrength of tlie 
Union, acthif throo|^ ^vtj sympathj upon u« IndiTt* 
dual membcn of aodclj, woud nIdnuUc in n despotic. 
coloflMti centnilism, poMCHed of povtr to orerride ^ad 
destroy at iu will and pleaaui c the conitltations and 
raorred rights of any and all Ike States. The Sonth, 
howerer, has heretoibre felt safe becanse of the diccks 
and balances imposed upon the machinery of the Con- 
rentlons. The South felt that where she retained an 
•qoal power to write the creed of lU^ she could trust 
her Northern skten, with their immense populations^ to 
name the candidate; and all would aUk^japport the 
creed and the candidate. 

The undersigned, wdl knowing the hostility of the 
Northern msMcs toward the ** peeuBar insUtutiona" of 
the South, and calling to mind the relative numben of 
the Northern and Southern Statce, assert with confidence 
that no Southern State in the Union would ever have 
consented to surrender, so abjectly and hopdessly, all 
their fortunes to the numerical majority who have Just 
BOW voted to set aside the Platform, unless upon the ftill 
aswirance that the Slates were entitled by agreement to 
make and establish the creed of faith and prescribe the 
rule of action. TMs vlolaUon of plighted Ikith wi the 
part of the numerical majority— this violation of the weD 
establshed usage and custom of the party — drive as to the 
conclusion that we cannot longer safely trust the fortunes 
of Slaveholding Slates to the chances of the numerical 
nu^rhy In a CoovenlSon, where all the Black llepubU- 
cans of the Union, the immense populations of Massa- 
chusetts, New-York, Pennsylvania and Ohio, and other 
Northern States, are Itilly represented, on the one side, 
agidnst the small populations from the slave States on 
the other. Had these populations adhered strictlQr to 
Ibe usages and customs of the party, longer association 
■ri^ have been practicable ; but annihilation h staring 
us In the face, and we are admonished of our duty to 
stand upon our reserved riglkts. 

We declare, therefore, tibat we beUeveour nds^on to 
lUs Convention at an end : 

1st. Becanse the numerical minority have usurped the 
prerogatives of the States in setting aside the Platform 
made by the States, and have thus unsettled the basis of 
this Convention, and thereby per manently d'sorganised 
Us eonstttution. Its decrees, therefore, become null and 
void. 

id. Because we were positively Instructed by the 
Democracy of Arkansas to insist on the recognition of 
the equal rights of the South in the common Territories, 
and p.otoction to those rights by the Federal Gov- 
ernment, prior to any nomination of a candidate ; and 
as this Convention has refused to recognise the prin- 
dtpU required by the State of Arkansas, in her popular 
ConvenUon first, and twice subsequently re-asserted by 
Arkansas, together with all her Southern sisters,^ there- 
port of a Platform to this Convention ; and as we cannot 
serve Iwe masters, we are determined first to serve tho 
Lord our Ood. We cannot ballot fur any candidate 
whatsoever. 

Sd. In retiring, we deny to any person, or persons, 
any right whatever to cast hereaftMr, in tfeJs Convention, 
either our vote or the vote of Arkansas on any propoei- 
don which may, or can, pormibly come up for considera- 
tion. The Delegates of Arkansas cMinot take any part 
in placing a sound cand.date on an unsound platform, 
because It would diitgrace any sound Southern man who 
would consent to stand on such a platform ; and, as a 
Squatter Sovereignty PUtform has been adopted, we 
heMeve good Ikith and honor requires that the Qkief of 
Squatter Sovereignty should be placed on it. We wish 
BO part or lot in such misfortune, nor do we beUeve that 
we can safely linger under the shade of the upas tree, 
tUi day planted certainly. 

P. J'tBDAS, 

B. Braauw, 
Tax U. Mamkzba. 

Mr. Burrow stated, afler reading the paper, 
that the gentlemen who had signed represented 
both wings of the State — all its public men, its 
hopes, it character, and its fortunes. 

Mr. Johnson, of Arkansas, as Chairman of the Arkansas 
delegation, derired to say a single word to go along witti 
the paper which had been read. It was his desire thHt that 
pi>raon of the Arkansjis delegation who bad concluded to 
leave the Convention should have paused until the delega- 
tion could have had a consultation. Why did he heritate ? 
U was because he conceived that the stahiUty of the Union 
itself was involved in the action taken here by Ibe 
Southern representatives. 

He had been taught from chOdhood to beUeve that if 
the Union was to be preserved at all, it was to be preserved 



bytheDemoermtfepBr^asBOBft. (Gfieen.) ITcwUeff 
lo consult wifli other B oBlliein men as to the best cobtw 
to be pttSBed—lcfaeefs) i tsci i lu g to himself the ifaht to 
decide the qwesnon, which he would do in a few boon. 
His heart and aB the feeUngs of UinaUure were with tbest 
SoothcrB men who had seen nroperlo leave the €sBrc»- 
tkm ; but, at the same tfane, he hesitated between Mi pci^ 
sonal feelings and his duty to hb own people. If be eoiU 
get a good sonnd Sootkem man for President, hewovldbe 
wffilng lo lake hhn on this platfionL (Cheers.) 

The Georgia delegation asked leare to retinr 
for consultation, which was granted. 

Messrs. Bayard and Whiteley, two of the Ax 
delegates from Delaware, retired from the Con- 
vention and joined the seceders. 

Mr. Sunlsburv, (U. S. Senator,) of Delaware^ 
■tated his reason for not retiring with his col- 
leagues, and the Convention adjourned. 

On TuesdaT, Mav 1st, the President stated 
the regular order of biwiness to be the motion« 
to reconsider, and the motions to lay the no- 
tions to reconsider on the table, bj whidi tha 
various resolutions eonstitnting the Platfrnrm 
were adopted. Pending the determination of 
these questions, jestfrdaT evening, the cfaaii^ 
man of several of the delegations rose to qiies- 
tiona of privilege, under which their delegatioDf 
retired from the halL When the ConrentioD 
adjourned the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
Merrick) was upon the floor. 

GEORGIA RRTIRK3. 

Mr. Benxdng of Georgia.— Mr. President : On yesterday 
afternoon the delegatiui fr«m Georgia obtained the leava 
of the Convention to retire for the purpose of coBSultfaif 
as to the course they would pursue in consequence of Um 
action taken by the ConvenUon in the previows part «l 
the day. They retired, and they have nince been engaged. 
in consultation. They have considered the qu estion s !»• 
volved, with as much maturity and care as they evmUk b^ 
stow upon them, and they have come to a conclu^on as te 
the course they ought to puisne. That conclusion is coih> 
tained in two resolutions which I hokl in my haad, and 
which I wQi now read to the ConventiMi. 

Be$olred^ That, upon the opening of the ConvenUon this 
morning, oar Chairman be rrqiirsttnl to state to ibe PresideBt 
that the (Georgia delegatioo, after mature d«>Uherati«B, have 
fell U be their dnty, under existing circumstances, not to par- 
tictpate fhrther kn the deHberaiioiis of the ConvenUon, and 
thai, therefore, the delegation withdraw. 

BeMhed, That all who acqniesce In the foregoing resoinlini 
sign the same, and request the Convention tv enter it on theW 
rocordii. 

(Signed.) 
Jvaius WizfcmcLn, Hekkv L. BcnamrA, 

UsMnr R. J^ason, P. Tsjtcv, 

J. M. Ciiaax, Jcrrxuso:! N. IiAWia, 

Wm. M. SLAwmrnu, Hsmwu J. McGsaaa, 

Joan A. JOHBS, ('BO. IIILLVBR, 

DAvin C. Bakbow, Vahk Jon»sTOH, 

Jas. J. DiAMAVj KnwARD K. liianoi, 

A. Fkaheuk liiLL, JoHA H. T.uupaui. 

Ed. L. Stbohbcksk, G. (}. Kjir, 

O. C. Oiasos, Jambs Hoor, 

Hbkrt O. Tnonas, W. J. Joa.NSOS. 

The undersigned, delegates flrora Oeor^ia, having voted la 
the meeting olthe delegation against wiih«lrawlng fHwn tha 
Convention, yet, believe, under the iosiructioos contained In 
the resolutton of the Georgia Convention, that the vote sf tte 
majority should control our motion, and we Iherelore wllb 
draw vnth the majority. _ 

J. T. IRVW, JrUAW nARTRiBaa, 

W. H. Urix, L. H. Driscoe. 

This paper Is signed by twenta[-elx out of I1>c thfrty-lliree 
or thirty-four delegates in that Convention f^om the Stale 
of Georgia. 

I have now, Mr. President, discharged the duly wUca 
has been intrusted to me by my delegation. 

Tlie majority of the Georgia delegation then retired 
from the ban. 

Mr. Johnson, of Arkansas.— I do not desire lo dotal* 
this Conventton for a moment On yesterday evening X 
stated to the Convention that I should come here this 
morning and tell them what was my conclusion, and whal 
was the conclusion of the portion of the delegation fhmi 
the State of Arkansas whldi then thought proper to re- 
main in the Convention. We are now ready to take that 
step which our Judgment dictates to be right. In acco»^- 
anoe with our duty here, we wanted time to pause and 
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llllltl • -J — nut *Mr Soulh.™ IUM,lD f^"' 1 '^-Jj^^ ''^[2^rt'SS'pS^!^SiS^'S«»lM 

Una It B bo'^ Imp^U-e'dmy wiiloh m'oh* lo tbt lE.nfntai^mlM'bT^'h'IIwr" '^^n ^'ur"MiMa*^ 
teuk, vic< >e ire niulr to tHk> our coune. I power, loKiura Un rtehix^ib- U>vrlioiJ«r. 

Bow, ill, 1 ilwlfe t* appml to VbutnU, the molW of | ^ pr;Del»l« mnndiMd in the fOregolog r««luUoo 
flUtassod llH mother o( Dtmoenujj, ind » •nk Ih*™ i ,,, _^„t^ u, oihy th* Coo.tllutlon ol the Uij.te* 
^te^ the prlndple eontufaied Id the m^ril; report of | ^['i^.^^r oooqulTOHl recagnlllDD My the Perns- 

snwcT Dld>l>ntoilm«it,oriUd7mino«'T [fl^[Vot'heV"Wrfcnl"l'ie""''='y "f '•'e^"'""''"' 

Mr enilch, of Wluonlii. nbed tlie qanUon ot •<t^',yf„il„aueiSrt'MyfByo\yti. TtiByb^wthecaanboiitt 



mdenlslid clie prindplel of IIM miijolity report la be I 
MSIiooaL I undcrgund them to be nUloOKL But, Ur. 

Hie prlndplen of OJr people mil ot Uie Union, and when 

prlncililea. we feel ourMlroe compelled to reUre (nm the 
tl^ I wlU only remarli Id concluii™, th«t the Vlee-Pre- 
iUant trom mj Sl;ile has been iharged wUh preseoUng 
kinleM OD the psirl of s portlun of our deeiantloa. 

Mr. Terry, of Ar»»nBM, then read the tolhiwli^ paper 
•o the CoDvrnlloD : 
lb Ota Hoa. CiLie Cdsuiho, PretideiU: 

nHDnderalimeil, DeleKiti«> froai ArlcsDui. aik permlo- 



Ehe tlmdaroeDra] prioclplea of 



■S.T" 



Moo, I17 th> 
flntbcmfiti 



imated on yeaterdar, bi thli 
ntmii, in whola or In pan, ol 
" -^ — counaeledourSoi-'^"- 

to Induce tlieo to 



prOlHUgalnal inaction. »d noon 

f the Con^nlion, and beg leave to «pre« 
Ion or,lhe Jurtloe and dlgnl'^"!'"*''*" 

A^M^r"'""" " ii..wm 

Jobs TutLaroK, *■ T.i^, 



■ not whul wai e jpeoted bj Loui^ana, and i 
wllHiig predpilalelr'lo retire fiom Ihe Coi 






I ahUllj presided over Ohr 

J bf dispelled, and her coun.- 
a like yourself— able, honen. 



atiked and obtained 



The Deiegulion from Virginia, and portioi 
of the Delcgatioiia frum Kentucky, North Car 
Una and Uar;laiid, had leave to retire for co 
Mlution. 

Mr. nonmor, of Arkanaaa.— May I be Indulged In 
mnark! My vrfce U ■' Never gl.a up the elilp "— (' 
pUi»)-4IiauBli the fearful BMnn ragei around ni 

b< OM of tbat gallant crew who, 'though Uie rtorm -— 

liH]l,iiDlll the noble remel be Bwallowel up by I 

vonriur wares, conUnue lo unite with Uieni In Uie 

t«edcryor"Uve,llvethe Republic I" (Great appUuat.l 

Mr, Preddenl, 1 am a Southern man. Tee, rfr, I havi; 

bMmTtaiedamlilgtthehulltatlon. AUIhaielall ~ 

•Be, and beneflclai alike to miuler and Blare. The 

dnct ofXve labor. 1 tnut, then, tliat, like Coiai'i iVa, 



raembera of Ihe delegallon were aolualed by Ihe 
llelng''Ei°ihe minoJtty'™^" e deleireUon, were willing 1. 

'°*'°'"''' J. A. MCHlTTOM, 

CHISIIITOS. S. C„ Xry 1, I860, 

A VOICB FROM GEORGIA. 
Mr. Gauldert, «f Georgia, addressed the Con- 
reDtion, giving his reneons for not retiring with 
Ilia colleaguea, as folloirs : 



lo TBI Hoi- C11.1B CcBHisa, 

Fretidtnt 0/ tt* Dtrmocn 
tn: Ite nndetelpied delegal 
LeoiataoiulDwIthdrairlngfroni th 



-^SiS 



y, (AppUuee i 



jr wiiole rlghi. I 
) le^S"eirpoi 
d Dhjecla with i 



_ i*iiior»tllntUiT»Bt-ralCDii«iiiiloiire«noli.i J 
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( Applause.) 1 am not in favor of breaking up this Got- 
ertinient upou an imp: acticable issue, upon • mere 
theory I believe that this doctrine of protection to 
Slavery In tlie Territories is a mere theory, a mere ab> 
St action. (Applause.) Practically, it can be of no con- 
frequence to the ttouth, for the reason that the infant has 
been strangled before it was born. (Laughter.) Tou 
have cut off the supply of Slaves ; yon have crippled the 
Institution of {Slavery in the States by your unjust laws, 
and it is mere folly and madness now to ask for protec- 
tion for a nonentity, for a thing which is not there. We 
have no slaves to carry to these Territories. We c«u 
never make another Slave State with our present supply 
of slaves. But if we could, it would not be wise, for the 
reason, that if you make another Slave State from our 
new Territories with the present supply of slaves, you 
will be obliged to give up another State, either Maryland, 
Delaware, or Virginia, to Free Soil upon the North. 
Now, 1 would deal with this question, fellow-Democrats, 
M a practical one. When I can see no possible practical 
good to result to the country from deipanding legislation 
tpon this theory, I am not prepared to disintegrate and 
Qkismember the great Democratic party of this Union. I 
believe that the hopes of this country depend upon the 
mahitcnance of the great Democratic party NorUi. It 
Is no trouble for a man to be a saint in Heaven. 



^ Wlien the devil wm tick. 

The devil h monk would be ; 
The devil got well. 
But devil a munk wait he." 



(Great iHugliter.) 



We, the Democracy of the South, are mere carpet- 
knights. It is no trouble for us to be Democrats (Ap- 
plause and laughter.) When I look to the Northein 
Democrats, I see them standing up there and breasting 
the tide of fanaticism, oppression, wrong, and slander, 
with which they have to contend. I view in these men 
types of the old ancient Romans ; I view in them all that 
b patriotic and noble ; and, for one, I am not wilUng to 
cut loose from them (Great cheering.) I say, then, 
that I will hold on to my Democratic friends of the 
North to the lest day of the week — late in the evening. 
(Oreat laughter.) I am not willing to present to them a 
half issue of this sort. I am not willing to disintegrate, 
dismember, and turn them over to the ruthless hands of 
the thieving Black Republicans of the North. I would 
ask my friends of the South to come up in a proper 
spirit, ask our Northern friends to give us all our rights, 
and talce off the ruthless restrictions which cut off the 
•upply ot slaves f;om foreign lands. As a matter of 
right and justice to the South, I would ask the Democracy 
of the North to grant us this thing, and I believe they 
have the patriotism and honesty to do it, because It is 
right in itself I tell you, fellow-Democrats, that the 
African Slave-trader is the true Union man (Cheers and 
laughter.) I tell you that the Slave-trading of Virginia 
Is more immoral, more unchristian in every possible 
point of view, than that AfHcan Slave-trade which goes 
to Africa and brings a heathen and worthless man here, 
makes him a uneful man. Christianises him, and sends 
him and his posterity <lown the stream of time to join in 
the blessings of civlIlzatloiL (Cheers and laughter.) 
Now, fellow-Democ ats, so far as any public expression 
of the State of Virginia — the great Slave-trading State 
of Virginia — has been given, they are all opposed to the 
African Slavet-mde. 

Dr. Reed of Indiana. — I am from Indiana, and I am in 
fiBivor of it. 

Mr. Gaulden— Now, gentlemen, we are told, upon 
h!^h authority, that tliere b a certain class of men who 
strain at a gnat, and swallow a cameL Now, Virginia, 
which authorizes the buying of Christian men, separat- 
ing them from their wives and children, from all the re- 
lations and associaUons amid whom they have lived for 
years, rolls up her eyes in holy horror when I would go to 
Africa, buy a savage, and introduce him to the blessings 
of civilization and Christianity. (Cheers and laughter.) 

Mr. Rynders of N. Y. — You can get one or two re- 
cruits from New- York to join with you. 

The President. — The time of the gentleman has ex- 
pired. (Cries of '* Go on t Go on !'*) 

The President— stated that if It was the unanimous 
wish of the Convention, the gentleman could proceed. 

Mr. (iaulden.— Now, Fellow-Democrats, the slave- 
t.ade in Virginia forma a mighty and pow jrfnl reason 
for its opposition to tlie African slave-trado, and In this 
remark I do not intend any disrespect to my friends 
from Virginia. Virginia, the Mother of States and of 
statesmen, the Mether of Presidents, I apprehend may 
err as well as other mortals. I am afraid that her error 
\n thto regard lies in the promptings of the almighty dol- 
lar. It has been my fortune to go into that noble old 
State to buv a few darkies, and I have had to pay from 
11,000 to $2,000 a bead, when I coald go to Africa and 



buy bettor negroea ftur $60 apiece. (Great lanclilin) 
Now, unquestionably, It is to the interest of Virgula !• 
break down the African slave-trade when she can odi 
her negroes at $2,000. She knows that the African slavvi 
trade would break up her monopoly, and hence hor ob> 
jection to it. If any of you Northern Democrata^fbr I 
have more f lith in you than I have In the Carpet-Knighl 
Democracy of tki South — will go home with mo to a^ 
planutlon in Georgia, but a little way ftrom hero, I wfll 
show you some darkies that I bought in Maryland, somo 
that I bought in Virginia, some in Delaware, somo In 
Florida, some in North Carolina, and I will also ahoir 
you the pure African, the noblest Roman of thorn aU. 
(Great laughter.) Now, Fellow-Democrats, my fbeblo 
health and falling voice, admonish me to bring the fov 
remarks I have to make to a close. (Cries of '* Go <«, 

So on.**) I am only sorry that I am not in a better oon 
Ition than I am to vindicate before you to-day tbo 
words of truth, of honesty, and of tight, and to sboir 
you the gross InconstoUnciet of the South in this regard* 
I came from the First Congressional District of the dtat« 
of Georgia. I represent the African Slave-trade intor- 
ests of that section. (Applanse.) I am proud of tbo 
position I occupy in that respect. I believe that tiM 
African slave-trader Is a true missionaiy, land a tnM 
Christian (applause), and I have pleaded with my ddbt* 
gation from Georgia to put this Issue squarely to tlM 
Northern Democracy, and say to them. Are you pr«> 
pared to go back to first principles, and take off your 
unconstitutional restrictions, and leave this question to 
be settled by each State? Now do this, fellow-dtlsona, 
and you will have peace in the country. But so long as 
your Federal Legislature takes jurisdiction of this queo- 
tion, so long will there be war, so long will there be III* 
blood, so long will there be strife, until this gloriooa 
Union of ours shall be disrupted and go out in blood 
and ni^t forever. 1 advocate the repeal of the laws 
prohibiting the African Slave-trade, because I beUevo U 
to be the true Union movement I do not believe that 
sections whose interests are so different as the Southern 
and Northern States can ever stand the shocks of fanatt* 
cism, unless they be equally balanced. I believe by ro- 
openlng this trade, and givhig us negroes to populate tte 
Territories, that the equilibrium of the two sectlona w81 
be maintained. But if the South lies suphiely by, and 
allows the people of the North to people all the Terri- 
tories, until we come to be a hopeless fraction in tlM 
Government, then that gallant band of Democrats North 
may in vain attempt to stay the torrent that will roll 
down upon us. It will not be In your power to do it. It 
should be the object of the South now to say to the North : 
Let us have all our rights in this matter ; let us take off 
these restrictions against the African Slave-trade, and 
leave It to each State to settle for itself. Then we would 
want no protection, and then I would be willing to loft 
you have as much Squatter Sovereignty as you mkkk 
Give us an equal chance, and I tell you the inatitntloa 
of Slavery will take care of iteelf. We will givo yon aH 
the Squatter Sovereignty that the North can deslro, mx, 
Douglas, or anybody else, if you will take off the uncon* 
stitutlonal restrictions on the Slave-trade and let tbo 
negroes come. Then, gentlemen, we should proeood 
harmoniously, go on to prosper and prospering, nnnl 
the last trump of God should sound ; until time was 
merged In the ocean of eternity. (Applause.) I _ 
Fellow-Democrats, that I remained here because I hftT« 
great faith In the Northern Democracy. If I am ft>ro«d 
to part with you. It wiUbe with a bleeding heart. I 
know not exactly what position 1 occupy here (langb- 
ter), for the majority of my delegation have voted to 
secede. We came here instructed to vote as a nim^ 
Whether the minority are bound to go out with tM 
majority Is a question which I have not yet fully dote^ 
mined In my own mind, but at any rate, I told them tbh 
momhag, and I tell them now, I will not go out yet;_I 
intend to stay here ; I Intend to hold on to the grMt 
Democratic Party of the Union so long as I can comM* 
ently with honor and propriety, for I believe that If w% 
break up in a row here, and the Democratic Party of 
the country is destroyed, this Union falls as certainly M 
the sun rises and sets. I warn you, seceders. If yo«r 
action here to-day should have the effect of dismembor- 
ing and destroying the great Democratic Party of tbo 
North, that you destroy this Government beyond all 
question (applause) ; and the Union falls, and falls for- 
ever I Now, I am not a disunionist. I love this UnloB 
for the memories of the past and for the hopes of tbo 
friture. (Applause.) The blood of my ancestors wai 
poured out around this city and throughout the South to 
rear aloft the proud banner of our glorious Union. I, as 
an humble descendant of theirs, feel bound to maintain 
this Union and the Constitution so long, and no longer 
than I can do it honorably and justly to myself and my 
country. Bat I do not yet despair of the KopubUo. Ma^ 
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On the 3d of Mar, and the 10th daf of tb« 
sesaion, Hr. RuMeli, of Virginia, offered clia 
Ibllovlng : 



rF«p0ii;rulFf reauuw 



After the failure of ntternpU to cliniigi! the 
place of ineel^iiR to Kew-Yorli. Pliliadeipliia, 
etc., and also to change the time to a later pe- 
riod, the rewire xaa adopted — 193 to 5S — aa 
followa: 

MuuchuHlU. 10: Rhoile lilind. 4 : Dounul 
Vork.BS; Nav-Jerwr.l) I 
S; Vlr«lql.,14H ArUaa: 



iK, llT MichlVnn, 8;Wlfc 
',; OallfanilK 3— lU. 



<c,Sl KsDIi 



Gen. Cushing. the 
ipeeoh, and the Conve 
igaiu in Baltiiuore, on 



Ui-O.ro. 



The retiriog delegates met at St. Andrew'k 
Hall, arid were waited Od with maiiirenUtiona of 
HFmpathj by a portion of the Wood Delegation, 
from New-York, who, however, were not liv- 
rited or Hdmiitcd to seats Tliu secedera or> 
gani£ed b; the appointment of Senator Jiiitiea 
A. B4jard,of Doiaware, aa Chairman, and, after 
iimch animated disoussion, adopted the follow- 
ing Platform : 

Sitohtd. Ihat the PUtrorra idnpUd bt the DeiDo- 



^grrltorj without their ilghu. ti 

CerriUrli] LigidUUin. 
Siamd, That It li the duty of tl 
a nil lu deparuuealB, la protei 
'IchliDf periDDi and properly 

TMrd, TiL.lwLen the seltlen 

.ureu»nceDfl.w,lhe rlflil of lov^giltj™ 









a oFihe Ulani) oCOoba, oi 



Rmitti. That Ui 



— — at the suLint pragUoibla a^^aij 



liil> p^int of 
Ihel-udllcand 

. hereby plml«« 
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After Ulkiog for four dAja, the Seceden' Con- > 
▼ention adjourned to meet in Riclimoud, Vir-j 
giiiia, on the second Monday in June. Dele- > 
gates were present from the following States ; | 
Alabama, Texas, Arkansas, Missouri, Louisiana, 
M.is8i8i«ippif (lorida, Georgia, South. Carolina, 
Virginia, Delaware. 

THE SECEDERS AT RICHMOND. 

According to adjournment, the Seceding 
delegates met at Richmond, Ya., on the 11th 
June. Delegates were present from Alalwima, 
Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Greorgia, 
South Carolina, Florida, 2d Congressional Dis- 
trict of Tennessee, and the 7th Electoral District 
of Viipnla. The Hon. John Erwin, of Alahama, 
was chosen President, with sereral Yice-Fresi- 
dents and Secretaries. The Conyention adopted 
the following resolutions, and on the 12th, at 
12 o^clock, adjourned: 

Betolvedj That as the delefatton from BUtes repre- 
■ented io this Conyention are assembled apon the Imds 
of the platform recommended by a majority of the States 
at Charleston, which we indors^ we deem it unneceMary 
to talie any farther action on the sutifect at the present 
time. 

Xt solved. That when this Conrentfon adjourn It 
a(U'»urii to meet in this city on Thursday, the 21st Inst. : 

{trovidetl that the Pre«ident of this Convention may call 
t together at an earlier or a later day, if it be deemed 
necessary. 

The Convention reassembled on the 21st; 
but, without doing any business, adjourned to 
the following day, and so continued to meet and 
adjourn, awaiting the action of the Convpntion 
at Baltimore, till after the nomination of Breck- 
inridge and Lane ; when such of the Delegates 
as had not joined the Seceders in Baltimore, 
adopted the candidates and platform of the 
Breckinridge party, and adjourned sine die. 



as iktf BOW come np tag coMlderatiua bctera 



THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC CONVEN- 
TION AT BALTIMORE. 

In accordance with the adjournment at 
Charleston, the National Democratic Convention 
reassembled at Baltimore, on Monday the 18th 
June, and held their se:MioiLS in the Front street 
theatre. 

At eleven o'clock. President Cuxhing. who Appeared on 
the platform, bat did not take the cliHir, directed the Se- 
eretary to call the roll of States in oruer to ascertain if 
the delegates were present. 

On the calling of the roll, the following States were 
found to be fully represented : Maine, New-HampMhire, 
Vermont, Manachusetts, Rtiode Inland, New-York, New- 
Jersey, Maryland, Virffinia. North Carolina. Missouri. 
Ohio, Indiana, lllinola, MIclilgan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Min- 
nesota, California, Oregon. 

Connecticut was representeff in part, there being some 
misunderstanding as to the hour of meeting, which had 
been fixed at 10 o'clock. 

Two delegates were present from Delaware. 

When the State of South Carolina wa« called, the Chair 
directed that only those States be calleil which were 
present at ttie adjournment of the Convention at Charles 
ton, consequeutiy South Carolina, Georgia, Florida. 
Alabama, LouiHlana, Mississippi, Arkansas and Texas, 
were not called. 

In consequence of a misapprehension as to the time, the 
President delayed calling the Conrention to order till 12 
o'clock, when he took the oiiair and said : 

GavTuuiBa of the Comtemtioh : Permit me, in the first 
place, to congratulate you upon your being reassembled 
here for the discharge of your ImporUnt duties in the 
Interests of the Democratic party of the United States ; 
and I beg leave, in the second place, to eommimloate to 
the Conyention the state of the Tarious branches of its 



biHli 
yoB. 

Prior to the sAj larnment of the Convention, two prUMl> 
pai solg'ceto of action were before H. Oue, the adopda* 
of the doctrinal resolutiuna coostitntiag the platform nt 
the Coaveotlon ; the otlicr, Tofing upon the queatioa of 
the nomination of a candidate for the Presidency. 

Io the course of the discussion on the adoption of a 
platform, the Conrention adopted a Tote, the effect of 
iridch was to amend the report of the msjority of the 
Committee on Platform by substitntinf the rvpon tit tha 
minority of that Committee ; and after the adoption of 
that motion, and the substitution of the mlnorliy for the 
msjcrlty report, a dlidsion was called for upon tba 
■ereral reMuntions constitnUng that platform, being tm 
in number. The 1st, 8d, 4th and 5th of those resolntlmii 
were ado|rted by the Conyention, ai;d the 8d wa? r^ecteC 
Alter the rote on t^e adoption of the 1st, Sd, 4th and 6th 
of those resolutions, a motion was made in each ease ta 
reconsider the rote, and to lay that motion of reeonsW* 
eration upta the table. But neither of those motions ta 
reconsider or to lay on the table waa pot, tne putting of 
those motions harlng been prevented by the interrentioa 
of questions of priTflege, and the ultimate Tote compeCeot 
in such case, to wit, on the adoption of the report of tha 
majority as amended by the report of the minorltyt hai 
not l>een acted upon by the Convention. 8o tliat at tbs 
time when the CouTentfon adjourned there remainedl 
pending before it these motions, to wit ; To reconsider— 
tite resolutions constituting the platform, and the ulterior 
question of adopting tlie majority as amended by the 
substitution of the minority report. Those questions, and 
those only, as the Chair understood the motions befbrt 
the Convention, were not acted upon prior to the adljoum- 
meat. 

After the disposition of the intervening questions of 
privilege, a motion was made by Mr. McC«Mok, of Ohio, to 
proceed to vote for candidates for President and Tloe- 
Ptesident. Upon that motion, the Convention instmetcd 
the Chair (not, as has been erroneously supposed, in the 
recess of the Convention, the Chair detemdning for tb« 
Convention, twt the Convention instructing the ChaiO to 
make no declaration of a nomination except upon a vota 
equivalent to two-thirds in the Electoral College of the 
United States, and upon that balloting, no such vote be- 
ing given, that order was, upon the motion of the gentle* 
man from Virginia (Mr. Russell), laid on tlie toble, for tha 
purpose of enabling him to propose a motion, which he 
subsequently did, that the Convention adjourn from tb« 
dty of Charleston to the city of Baltimore, and with a 
provision concerning the filling of vacancies embraced la 
the same resolution, wldch resolution the Secretary will 
please read. 

The Secretary read the resolution as foDows : 

" 12e«ofr«ri, That when this Convention adiouma to-dayi it 
ac^oum to reassemble at Baldmore, Md., oa Monday, tlie iw 
day of June, and that it be respectnilly recommended to tto 
Democratic party of the several Statea, to make provlskmfiir 
supplying all vacanciea in their i ^e sp ee th e dels g atea te ttis 
Convention when it shall reassemble." 

The President.— The Oonvention irill thus perceiTeflut 
the order adopted by it provided, among other things, 
that it is respectftUIy recommended to the DemocraiiO' 
party of the several States to make provisions for snp* 
plying all vacancies in their re»pectives delegation to this 
Convention when it shall reassemble. What is the eon* 
struction of that resolution ? — what is the scope of its ap- 
(dication f— Is a question not for the Chair to determine 
or to suggest to the Convention, but fbr the Conventloo 
itself to determine. 

However that may be, in the preparatory arrangements 
for the present assembling of this Ctmvention, there were 
addresiicd to the Chair the credential!! of memhers elected, 
or purporting to be elected, aflBrmed and confirmed by 
the original Conventions and accredited to this Conven- 
tion. In three of those cases, or perhaps four, the cre- 
dentials were authentic and complete, presen'ing no 
question of controverting delegates. In four utherf, to 
wit — the States of Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana and Dde» 
ware — ^there were contesting applicutions. Upi>n Uiom 
applications the Chair was called to determine whether 
it pos!>e8sed any power to determine prima facie mem- 
bership of this Conventioiu That qu- stion whs presented 
'n Its most absolute and complete form in ti>e case of 
MlMisMippi, where there was no contest either tnroujih 
irregularity of form or of competing deleg»tions,'and so 
also in the cases of Florida, Texas and Arknn^as. In 
those four States, there being an apparent anfhentieiiy 
of commission, the Chair was called upon to (ietermtnc 
the naked, abstract question whether he had power, per^ 
emptorily and preliminarily, to determine l\\e prima fbuie 
membership of alleged members of this Oonvention. The 
Chair would gladly have satUfied himself that he hiul Ws 
power, but upon examining the sonreo of hia powari to 
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vtti— ttw ralM of the Hoote of RtpresentrntiTes— he was 
unable to discern thai he had anj authority, even 
fkrlMa ./boie, to scrutiniM and canraiis credentials, 
altiMNigh thejr were such as, upon their face, were f^ee 
fWMD eontest or controversj either of form or of subetance, 
and tharefure he deemed it his duty to reserve Uie deter- 
mination of that question to be submitted to the Conven* 
ttao. And in due time the Ohalr will present that ques- 
lion aa one of priTiiege to this body. 

Cteotlemen, the Convention is now in order for the 
traoiftotion of buirtnest. 

The Address of the President was delivered 
In a dear, loud Toice, with much emphasis, and 
ma Ustened to with close attention. The state- 
ment of the position in which the business was 
left at the time of the adjournment at Charles- 
ton, created an cedent sensation, inasmuch as it 
indieated that, according to the opinion of the 
Chair, the platform queraon, as well as the re- 
tolntlon declaring that a yote equal to two-thirds 
of the fbll electoral college to be necessary to 
the nomination of a candidate for the Presi- 
dency, were each in a position to be again 
brooght up for the action of the Convention. 

▲DXISSIOK or DELXGATKS. 

Mr. Howard, of TenneHea, oflTered the following 
iffolotion: 

MeaoUed, that the President of this Convention direct 
the fikrgeant-at-Ama to issue tickets of admission to the 
d«l«f(aftei of the Convention as originally constituted and 
orgaadsed at Chaiieston. 

Mr. Oavanangfa, of Minnesota, moved to lay the reso- 
Intlon on the table, and npon that motion called for a 
vote by States ; but by request withdrew his motion to 
Mtmit Mr. 8anfbrd B. Church, of N. T., to offer the fol- 
bwiiiff, which was read for the informiation of the Con- 
tvntton and created much excitement : 

M6$oi9Mlt That the credentials of all persons claiming 
■call in this Convention made vacant by the secession 
of ddegates at Charleston be referred to the Committee 
on Qredentialt, and said Committee Is hereby instructed, 
as toon aa practicable, to examine the same and report 
the names of persona entitled to such seats, with the 
dMrlet— ondentanding, however, that every person ac- 
oq^ing a seat hi this Convention is bound in honor and 
good faith to abide by the action of this Convention and 
nqiport its nominations. 

After a running debate on questions of order, 
in which Messrs. Cochrane, of N. Y., Saulsbury, 
of Del., Clark, of Mo., Montgomery, of Pa., 
C^vanaugh, of Min., and the Chair participated. 

Mr. Chnrch moved his rssolutlon as an amendmont to 
thai offered by Mr. Howard, and npon that he called fur 
tho previous question. 

luMra. Qilmor and Randall rose to debate the qnes- 
tfon, bnt the Chair ruled debate not in order. 

Ifar. Avery, of North Carolina. — I call for a division of 
tho ooestlon, so that the first question shall be npon 
rotenng those credentials to the Committee, and the 
■oeond question npon the proposition to Initiate test- 
oMhi in the Democratic Convention, [Applause.1 

1^ Chair could not entertain such a proposition at 
that time, as the previous question had been demanded. 
Tho question waa— Would the Convention second the 
dfoiand for the previous question ? 

Mr. Rnsaell, of Ya.— I ask that this Convention will 
allow me to make a friendly, can^d and sincere appeal 
to tho gentleman who made the call for the previous 
4^MStlon (Mr. Chnrch, of New-Tork) to withdraw hk 



The Preddent.— The Chair has no authority over that 
qnortlon. 
Mr. RnsseU.— I ask the Chair to appeal to the gentle- 
to allow fUr play In this Convention. 
Mr. Stuart, of Mich.— I insist that the Chair preserve 



The President.— The gentleman from Vlr^^a (Mr. 
loisell) Is not In order. 

Mr. RoaselL— If we are to be constrained to silence, I 
Off gentlemen to consider the silence of Virginia as 
lewhat omlnona. (Applause and hidses.) 
The qa»-ation waa stated to be upon seconding the 
4cmand fbr the previous question. Being taken viod 



nia Prasldciit stated thJai tho noes appeared to have it. 



Mr. Richardson, of IlL, doubted the ani;oancement, 
and asked that the vote be taken by States, which waa 
ordered. 

Mr. Brodhead, of Pa., stated that Mr. Church was 
willing to withdraw his call for the previous question. 
The Chair decided that it was too late. 
Mr. Saukbnry, of Delaware, moved a recess to 4 p.m. 
Lost: 78»to 176^. 

Mr. Howard, of Tennessee^— I hold in my hand a respect* 
ta\ communication from one of the States of this Union, 
Mi ss i ssippi, not now represented upon tlils floor, addressed 
to the President of this Convention. I desire that it be 
read for the information of the Convention. 

The President. — It can only be done by common consent, 
as the seconding the demand for the previous question is 
now pending. 
Ciiea of "* object," " ofciject," fh>m varloos quartersi 
The President— Objection behig made to reading this 
c ommu nication, the Secretary will proceed to call the roll 
of States upon the secondOng the demand for the previova 
question. 

The question being then taken by States upon second* 
Ing the demand for the previous question, U was noi 
agreed ta 

YxA&— Maine, « ; New-Hampshire, 6 : Vermont, 4k ; 
Massachusetts, 4 ; Connecticut, 8i ; New-Jersey, Si ; Penn* 
syhrania, 9i; Maryland, 8; MiMOurl, 8i; Tennessee, 8; 
Kentucky, U ; Ohio, 28 ; Indiana, 18 ; llUnois, 11 ; Michi- 
gan, 6; Wisconsin, 5; Iowa, 4 ; Mhmesota, Si— 16Si. 

NAva. — Maine, 8; Vermont, i; Massachusetts, 8i; 
Rhode Island, 4 ; Connecticut, 8— one absent ; New- York, 
85; New-Jersey, 4i; Pennsylvania, 16^; Delaware, 9; 
Maiyland, 6; Vfa^nla, 15; North Carolina, 10 ; Arkansas, 
1 ; Missouri, 6i ; Tennessee, 8 ; Kentucky, 101 ; Minno* 
sota, li: California, 4; Oregon, 8—1404. 

On calling the roll, the New- York delegation asked per- 
mission to retire for consultation, and during the interim 
there was an entire cessation of business. The vote of tho 
State as a unit was flnal^ rendered against the call for tho 
previous question. 

The question wsa then stated to be npon the amendmont 
to the amendment. 

Mr. QUmor, of Pennsylvania, offered the following 
amendment to Mr. Church's resolution : 

^Mofoscf, That the President of the Convention be dt 
rected to issue tickets of admission to seats In the Conven- 
tion, to the delegates from the States of Texas, Florida, 
Bflssissfopi, and Arkansas, in which States there are no 
contesting delegations. 

Without taking a vote on Mr. Oilmor's resolution, the 
Convention, on motion of Mr. Randall, of Pa., took a re- 
cess till 5 P.M. 

When the Convention reassembled, the President said : 
Mr. Randall, of Pennsylvai^a, has the floor upon an 
amendment moved by Mr. OUmor, of Pennsylvania. 

Before proceeding in the debate, the Chair begs leave to 
state to the Convention that he has had placed in hia hands 
the credentials of gentlemen claiming seats In the Conven- 
tion, from the States of Delaware, Georgia, Alabama, Flo- 
ridal Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, an<i Arkansas, includ- 
ing in that enumeration the letter presented to the Con^ 
ventlon, In hiii place, by Mr. Howard, of Tennessee, in be- 
half of the irentiemen claiming seats from tlie State of 
Mississ^pl, and in addition to that, tiiere has been ad- 
dressed to the Chair, a communication from Mr. Chaffee, 
claiming a seat Arom the State of Blassachusetts. The Chab 
deems it his duty to cominunicate the fact to the Conven- 
tion that those several documents have been placed in his 
hands, to be presented at the proper time to tiie con^ero- 
tion of the Convention. 

Mr. Gllmor, of Pennsylvania. — I have made a small ad> 
dHion to the amendment I offered this morning to the 
amendment of the gentieman from New-York (Mr. Church), 
for ttie purpose oi coveriog the cases mentioned by the 
Chair just now. 
The amendment, as modified, was read as follows : 
Resolved ^ That the Piealdent of the Convention be aift* 
thorised to Issue tickets of admission to seats in this Con- 
vention, to the delegates firom the States of Arkansas, 
Texas, Florida, and MissisB^pi, In which fc^tates th^re are 
no contesting delegations, and that In those States, to wit : 
Delaware, Georgia, Alabama, and Lonlsiuna, where there 
are contestinff delegations, a Committee on Credentials 
shall be appointed, by tho several delegations, to report 
upon said t^tates. 

After discusdng points of order, Mr. Clark, of Missouri, 
offered a substitute for Mr. Gllmor's amendment, which 
was read for the informctlon of the Convention, as fol 
lows: 

Strike out the proviso In the amendment of Mr. Church, 
of New-York, and add the following : 

Betolif€df That the citiaons of the several States of tho 
Union have an equal x^glit to settle and rem^ulo t\A T« 
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On Thnrsda;, the Slat, the Cooimittee on 
Crodenlinls presented their report, or nttborr^ 
porta, for there were three ; the majority repoTt 
being prescuted bj Mr. Krnm, of Misiioun, ■■ 
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IbL Bitohed, That Ocorge H. Oordon, I. Barkidalt, 
W, IT. Barry, M. 0. Ohamben, Joe, R. Dartt, BeTeHjr H«- 
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Sui«or HlHbnlppl. 
id. Bn-ohed. Tliat Pierre Sonii, T. Cclterman, tt. O. 
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4th. Bfioiind, That J. M. Bryan, >. B. LubboBk, t. B. 
Btockdsle. B. artrn, H. U. Runtieli, Wm. U. OoUUrec, 
U. W. Carey, IVm. H. Parrowi, K. Ward, J. ¥. Oroebr, B. 
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Mr. Stnnt, of Onfon.— 1 




Ho Idk HDirdllcil W tha ChvloMn CoDTmtloi 
*lud Id UJ» •«!• In tlili CDQTUitlaD uul out 
•fib* SUM af Vlorlda. 

The Coiiimktee preseated an elabonletj' 
Hrgufd repuri to i'Uguin iheir reiolutiuns, whick 
wiw signed by 

1. 1. Stitkns, Oregon, E. W. HuBBABn, Ta., 
A. K. tSpxiiR, N. J., R. a BuDaKBS, N. C. 
H. M. North, Penn., W. H, C»R^u^L^ Tenn.^ 
John H. Bbwlet, Del, Oxo. H. Udrhow, K; 
D. S. Uheookt, Cal, 

In iha poiiita of difference betveen tlic me 
Joritj and minority reports of the Comniitte 
on CredenliiLls, I coacur in tbe conclusioaa oC 
the minority report in (lie cues of Oeurgii, 
AUbama, Missouri and Hasaachnaetla. 

AiRON V, UnaBKB, New.H»nipsli 

Ur. Git^ngB, of Uaryland, preMiited sti 
(FtheK report, concluding with tbe following 
Ksolationa : 
JtMVlMd, TbUK iDDcb or the nuJorltT report ortht 

■Oiuul, DulawBrE, Aikiuiut, Qoorgla, LcuWui ud. 
Teni, bo adopted. 

Muolmd, That the dd^aUon or irhioh U P. Walker 
kohabman, he, andUier are hereb;, declared theonlj 
ranlarlr authoilKd rcpiiiieDUilia at tba Stale or 
Abbama, and aa tach ue eaUUed to aeati In tbt 
HaUwallldiiocratJc CaDTeoIloa. 

Mr. Stevens ilematided the prerions qnestion, 
which was euatiiined bj tbe Conveation, and 
the main qnestion wan ordered, but, without 
taking the Toie, the Convention aijjourned. 

When the Convention asaembted on the %ld, 
Mr. Oitlings withdrew his report, which brought 
tbe minority report proper — that of Mr. Ste- 
ven*, of Oregon — first in order, and the question 
being put on the substitution of the whole 
tulnoritj report for the report of the majority, 
the hiulioH wus luHt, lOUJ to 15u, as follows : 

Tai»-M»ina,Sl: New-Haapdilra, ) ; Vonnont, U; 
Haaachnietli, 8 ; ConiiBethnit,S{-, >lew.jBH)>,4i Peas 



«lTBii1a,JT; DeUwan,3i Hairtaad:, ») : t]rHnl a,M ; 

Id: KeDtnokjriO :' Wtmcaoia, l|:(klUDr(Ua,«: UrcfOD, 
t—l«H. 

NiTS-Hdne, D| ; Nev aampehlre, H ; rennonl, g| ; 
Nen-YorMOj New-JerMj,8; Pr'nEi-lvBdia, 10; jlarj- 

MLiuri « : fSneH^e. 1 : KEnWcUr*' 3 ;' Ohlo^^V 
dlape. 19 ; llUooli, 11 ; Mlcblgan, S; WiicQniln.A; Iowa. 

'wa^laniQ yolo not TOled : TenneMee, 1 Tote not call 



Yua— Maine, ftii New-Uampihlre, 4^ ; Venoost,*); 
MaHaehoKtu, S; Rhode Ijland, 4; (Joanectlcut, SI: 
New-York, Bfl ; N.wJermj.S* ; Penniyl. aula, ID ; Harj- 
laiid, SI ; VlrilDla, ] 1 Nonb CarolMa, S ; ArkaogaL 1 l 
HlHourLt: TeDDHiee,!; Becluekj,!; Ohio, 18; In- 
diana, U ; lUInoli, 11 : iUghlgaD, « ; WiK^DDiln, G ; Iiiita, 
1; MIooeioU.SI-ieS. 

HaiiaclmiettI, 's ; 'Connectlcul, H ; ' kiv-ltney, ii \ 
iTlvanla, lli Delaware,*; Uarjrlind.Bt ; Virftola, 




mnjorltj Kport, admlttW the erigtnal dekgatkiD tr 
the Stale of Teiae, whk^ wai ado|i4ed almott diu 

Adopted' wlthoBtdt 



vSSaa. 



i Wtalutej rrom Bt 

1 naolnllon. ^vlng R. L. Ohaf ee 



LCD adopted — yeu, IJ^, na^ 1 1 41. 

Mr. Buitrt, of Mlctdga", " Oo* punt, made molloni Idtc- 




^ „„ -idrawlng troio 

oiuiteat, andtbe reaaJn^Dwailait— liMI 10 lla. The 
orlrlDal (Roedlivl delefatlna fram Oeorgle, tieaded bj 
U. L. BeoDLng^ waa lubeociueiitij admLtted. 

Tbe PrctUent elated Ibe n«it queitlon to he upon lay- 

Ids upon the table the moUoa to recomldrfr tho vote by 

-^'-S the CoDTentioD refuaed lo aubsiituti: tbe rveolu' 

reported by the mlnorltr of the CouiiDlttue on Gr^ 

ala for Ihoei] reliortvd by Itio mj^orkf of jjtld Com- 

lajonthutahltwiiaaotaircodle— yeuillHl; Niiy(,)tSi 
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•i^eney, 8i : PennaylTanla, 10 ; Maryland, % ; North Garo- maintained and ia|»ported the Northern DenMXsracjfor mw 

Una, 1 ; Arkansas, i : Iflaonii. 4( ; Kentucky, '2 ; Ohio, reason that they are willing to attribnte to us In the Soolh 

X9 ; Indiana, IsTllUnols, 11 ; Michigan, 6 : Wlsconshi, S; equality in the Union. The vote to^ay has saftbiled tte 

loira, 4 ; Minnesota, 2| — ^llSf. majority of the North OaroUna delegates that, that beliw 

NATS—Malne, 2i; New-Hampshire, 2; Termont, i; reftised by our brethren of the Northern Democracy, NortS 

Massachusetts, g ; OonnecUcut, 2* ; New-York, 85; New- Carolina— lUp Van Whikle, as you may caU her— can no 

Jersey, 8i ; Pennsylvania, IT : Delaware, 2 ; Maryland, longer remain hi this Convention. The rights of soverela 

6 ; Vh-ghila, 15 : North Carolina, 9 ; Arkansas, i ; Missouri, States and of genttemen of the South have been denied tj 

4i ; Tennessee, 12 ; Kentucky, 10 ; Mhinesota, H : CaB- a majority of this body. We cannot act, as we ooneehre, 

fomia, 4 ; Oregon, 8— 188i. in view of this wrong. I use the word " wrong " with no 

When New- York was called, her delegates asked time intention to reflect up<m those gentlemen of the North 

to consult, but finally gave her ttdrty-flve votea against Carolina delegation who differ with me or wiUi the m^loillj 

the motion to lay upon the table, which, had it prevailed, of the detegaUon. For these rcascms. without assigninf 

would have precluded all flirther reconsideratfon of the any more, as I have no Idea of infilctmg a iq>eech i^mmi 

■abject. this Convention, who are in no state of preparation to ro- 

The question recurred upon the motion to reconsider the cei^e it, I announce that dlght out of ten of the votes ctf 

vote rejecting the minority resolutions. North CaroUna aak to reUre. 

Mr. Cessna, of Pa., moved the previous question, which „,«„.v« . «, . , ^. «.«T%.»a<,»« 

was sustained, and the question betag tsken by States, WITHDRAWAL Of TENNKSSEK. 

the motion to reconsider was r^ected— 108 to 140— as fbl- Mr. Ewing, of Tennessee.— Mr. President, in beludf of 

lows : the delega&n flrom Tennessee, I beg leave to address thl» 

Ybas- Maine, 2^ ; New-Hampshire, 2 ; Termont, 1 ; Mas- Oonventton upon this oecaiion, so important, and, to Oiii 

•aohusetts, 8 ; Connecticut, 2^ ; New-Jersey, 4^ ; Pennsyl- so solemn in Us consequences. The delegation from Tew 

vania. 17 ; Delaware, 2 ; Maryland, 6 ; Virginia, 15 ; North nessee have exhibited, so far as they knew how, every dia* 

Carolina, 9 ; Arkansas, ^ ; Missouri, 4i ; Tennessee, 10 ; position to harmonise this Convention, and to bring Its 

Kentucky, 10 ; Blinnesota, li ; California, 4 ; Oregon, 8— labors to a happy result. They were Uic first, when tha 

108. majority platform was not adopted, to seek for some pnn 

Navs — Maine, 5i ; New-Hampshire, 8 ; Vermont, 4; Mas- position for compromise — something that would enable a 

sachusetts, 5 ; Rhode Island, 4 ; Connecticut, 8i ; New- to ..armonise. They have a candMate who was dear to 

York, 85 ; New-Jersey, 2^ ; Pennsylvania, 10 ; MaryUnd, them. They cast away his prospect for the sake of har- 

2 ; North CaroUna, 1 ; Arkansas, i ; Missouri. 41; Ten- mony. They have yielded all that they can. They haw 

nessee. 2 ; Kentucky, 2 ; Ohio, 28 ; Indiana. 18 ; Illinois, endeavored, with all their power, to accomplish the reanll 

11 ; Buch^iran, 6 ; ^nsconsin, 5 ; Iowa, 4 ; Mmnesota, 2i — they came here for ; but they fear that the result is not to 

149. be acoomplbhed in a manner that can render a Just and 

The several motions to lay on the table the question of proper account to their constituents. We have consolted 

reconMderinff the votes by which each of the resolutions together, and, after anxious and long deliberation, witboMk 

of the majonty had been adopted, were then put and car- knowtag exactly what phase this matter might finally pr*> 

ried in the affirmative, and the several delegates who had sent, we have not adopted any decisive rule for our actlm ; 

been voted in were then admitted to seats. but a large majority of our delegates— some twentv to ftwr 

— have decided tiiat, upon the result now obtained, wa 

VIRGINIA WITHDRAWS. ghaU ask leave of tUs (>)nvention to retire, that we may 

Mr. Russell, of Virginia.— If it be the pleasure of your- consult and announce our final action. We shall take vo 

■elf, Mr. President and the Convention, I will now make further part in the deliberations of this Convention, nnka 

the brief announcement of which I made mention this ^^ minds should change; and of that I can offer yon no 

morning. reusouable hope. 

I will detain the Convention but a very brief time. I . -^„-,^„ >»- «.«-o.T.«.Tf» ttrrmrwr^nAr^a 

understand that the action of tills Convention upon tiie ^ PORTION OF MARYLAND WITHDRAWB. 

various questions ariskig out of the reports fk'om the Mr. Johnson, of Maryland. — Mr. President, I am aothort 

Committee on Credentials has become final, complete and ised by my colleagues to report tlie btutu of facts in re] 

irrevocable. And it has become my duty now, by direc- to a portion of the Maryland delegutiou. Hepreaenl 

tlon of a large majority of the delegation fi-om Virginia, In part, a district hi MaryUnd upon wliicti tiie first hi 

respectfully to inform this body that it Is inconmtent of the irrepressible conflia was shed, a district which i 

with their convictions of duty to participate longer in its fifteen men in midwinter to the rescue of PhiladelpUo 

deliberations. (Loud applause in the Oonvention and in and New-Jersey, we are obliged now to take a step wmeh 

the galleries, with loud cries from the galleries.) dissolves our connection with you, and to Ud you a final 

The disorder continued for some minutes, after which adieu. We have made all sacrifices for the grand old 

Mr. Russell resumed— The delegates firom Vii^nla, Democratic party, whose mission it has been to pn 

who participate in this movement, have come to the con- the Constitution and to care for the Republic for 




elusion which I have announced, after long, mature and than sixty years, until it now seems as if yon were lolnff 

anxious deliberation, and after, in their Judgment, hav- to substitute a man in the place of prindple. (OaJla to 

ing exhausted all honorable efTorts to obviate this neces- order.) I desire to be respectfuL I desire to say that Hit 

sity. In addition to the facts which appear upon your action of the majority of the late Convention — a majoil^ 

record, I desire the attention of this body long enough created by the operation of a technical unit rule impoiM 

only to state that it is ascertained that the delegations upon the Convention contrary to Demooratic precedeiiA 

to which you, sir, under the order of this Convention, and usage — States have been dlsftanchised, and d h fa lota 

have Just directed tickets to be issued— some of them at deprived of their rights, until, in our opinion, it is no longer 

least and all of them whom we regard as the represetita- conitistent with our honor or our rights, or tiie rights of 

tiTes of the Democracy of their States— will decline to our constituents, to remain here. Cherishing dev^ and 

Join here in the deliberations of this body. For the rest, warmly the remembrance of the many gallant deede jotf 

the reasons which impel us to take this important step have done for us in times past, hoping that hereafter no 

will be rendered to those to whom only we are responsi- occasion may ever occur to weaken this feeling, I now, on 

ble, the Democracy of the Old Dominion. To you, sir, behalf of the representatives of Marj-land, tell yon tiuft 

and to the body over which you preside, I have o^y to In all tature time, and in all ftiture contests, our lot h coil 

say in addition that we bid you a respectful adieu. with the people of ttie South. Their (iod shall be our Qod, 

The portion of the delegation from Virginia which re- and their country our country. (Applause.) . 

tired then left their seats and proceeded out of the Hall, xgj. n^M of Virginia Hoclim.rl onv furtluiv 

shaking hands with members of various delegations as Mr. uiass, 01 Virginia, acclinea any lurtner 

they passed along. participation in the proceedings of the Ck>nyeB* 

Mr. Moifatt, of Virginia— made a speech in *^®"» **"* ^^ ^^^ indorse the jujtion of bia cot 

defense of his course, and that of his colleagues leagues m witlidrawing. 

who remained in the Convention. .M*"- Watterson, of Tennessee, dechncd Ul 

withdraw 

WITHDRAWAL OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. Lander, of North CaroUna.— Mr. President, pahiful CALIFORNIA WITHDRAWS— AN EXCITEXBVT. 

as the duty is, it is, nevertheless, my duty to announce Mr. Snrith, of California, said : While I cannot say 

here, as a representative of the delegates from North Caro- with the genUcman from Tennessee (Mr. Jones) that m§ 

Una, that a very large majority of them are compelled to Democracy dates back to that time of wliicli I have no ro 

reth-e permanently from this Convention on account of the collection, yet I can say that It iii untipotled mk the vaaH 

unjust action, as we conceive, that has tiiis day been per- of henven. California Is here witii luelanoholy face— 



petrated upon some of our sovereign .States and fellow Call'ornia is here with a lacerated Jieat, hleeiling 

citizens %f tii« South. We of the South have heretofore weeping over the downfall and tiie dedtruction of thr Da^ 



KATxoKAif voixvmnom aio) rukSfomta. 



nocMtic V>uif, (AppUoM and Uqffater.) Tct^ lir, Hm 

'oa of tiM DoBOcratle p^t*f, eoBmidin»t«d bj 

fiw now- grinntef upon thff floor. (Losd eriei of 



* «r<ir,** •* order," •^ p«( Urn oat,** and great eooAuloa,) 

INILA.Wl.iUe WXTHDBAWB. 

Mr. flaqMraiy did not deatre to occapj the attentipa off 
die OoQTention but for a moment Tbe ddegatei from his 
ttate had done all In their poww to promote tbe harmony 
and unity of this ConTention, and It was their purpose to 
oonUnoe to do so. I am, however, instracted by the 
dtlefatlon to anooance that th^ desire to be excaaed 
Ikrom Totinf on any ftirther ballots or Totet, unless dr- 
Gumstanoes should alter tbia determination. It is our 
desire to be left free to act or not acit, tiiieir desire being 
to. leare.the question open for the consideration of their 
wnslitaents after their return home. 

Mr. Steele, of North Carolina, briefly addrtssed the 
Convention, stating that be, for tbe present, at least, 
rtKrtldiiotrethre. 

After eocpianatioQS and debate, the motion ** Shall tbe 
aaia^iMftion be now pnt,'*<torgo intonominatton of cao- 
flijilatea for President and Yioe-Pretidtnt) was carried, and 
CIhe Oonvention adjourned. 

KIVTUGKT WITHOIUWS IN PUtT. 

Otaflatnrday (S8d), Mr. Caldwtil, of Kentodiy, ia be- 
hlUf of the delegation fh>m that State, said : 

The drcnmstanoes in whidi we (the Kentudqr Delo- 
galioB) are placed are exceedingly embarrassing, and we 
Mvo not therefore been enabled to come to an entirely 
hannenloas conclusion. The result is, howevsc, that nine 
of flie delegates of Kentucky remain in the Oonrentk»n, 
(appose.) There are ten ddtqgatei who withdraw Icom 
KM OoBTwtloa. 

Tbe onM character of thdr withdrawal it aet fortii hi a 
tfo^ naragraph, with thdr names appended* which I 
denre die Secretajy to read before I sit down. There are 
flvo oChers— corafrieting tlM delegatfon— who desire for 
Iho MOient to su^end their eeaneotion witb the action 
of tbia Convention. I will add here, that there may be 
no mtennderstanding, that I myself am one of those flve^ 
•od wa have abo si^ied a short paper, whidi I lhaU also 
mif. tbe Secretary to read to the Convention. 

I am requested by those who withdraw fcom tbe Opn- 
vontion, and by those who suspend their action for tbe 
preaent with the Convention, to say that It is ttieir wish 
Ihftt tbair aeats ia this Contention shaU net he flUed or 
ooonpiad by any others ; aid that no one shall <daim the 
ffl^t to cast their votes. The right of those remaining in 
me OoBVtatiea to cast their individual vote, is not hy us 
^saaMaoed la any degree. Bat we enter oar protest 
igatoit aqy one ca^ng ear votci . 

1 will 9ak the Secretabry to read the papers I have Indl- 
otCed, and also one which a gentleman of our delegation 
baa hanrtad me, which he deairea to be read, I ask that 
the tinvo papers be road. 

Tbe fint paper leeid mea signed James G. 
iMfih, the writer of vhieli animadTerted in 
rel^bflr atrong terms vpoathe action of the Con- 
feelioa, in the matter of the admissien and 
t^jeetiom of delegates fieom eeitain States. The 
oomMunleatiott was r^ardedas disrespectful te 
the CionTention, and, on motion of Mr. Fayne, 
oi Ohio, it was returned to the writer. The 
Ssctel ar y then read tlie other two eommnnica- 
CkHU fiom the Kentacky delegation as foUows : 

Ifr Ai JibM. OoMb OmehMnff, Prettdmi ofVisSiMofMl 
J}emooraiio Oom^enUon, atstmbled im Mo eiif of 



Tbo DoBocratic Coaveatioa for the State of Kentncl^, 
beld in tbe city of Frankfort, on the 9th day of January, 
ISflO, among othera, adopted the fottowing resolution : 

Aeeobwo, That we pledge tbo Democcacy of Kentucky 
to an hoaeat and induatiioiiB aopport of the noslDoe of 
tbo Charlfaton Convention. 

Sbico tboadoptloaof thia reaobrtjen, and tbe aaaewbllng 
of tbia Oonventioii, oventa bavo traaspbed not then con- 
tamplatod, net wbhatan ding wbfeh we have laboced dill- 
finUy to preserve the hannoqy and unity of aald Con* 
vaatlon; but dlaoord and <Urintegration bavo prevailed 
to aneb an extent that we fed that our efforta cannot 
aoeompUab tbia end. 

Theiefofe, without Intending to vacate oar aeats, or to 
|ebi or portfaipato In -aoy other Convention or organlaa- 
Hoa in tbia city, and wllb tbo intention of again co- 
S p er a tlag with thIa Coaveotion, abould lu uni^ and! 
baraaoay bo reatored Jqraey fltton ovcnti wo now do* 



dare that we will not partkipata ia tbo aMaatimo la tbo 
ddS>erationa of this Convention, nor hold ouraolvea or 
oooatltaenta bound by tta action, but leave botii at fbli 
llb«rbr to act as future circumstances may dictate. 

N. W. WUXLiMSOK, W. BaAMJtTj 

G. ▲. Caldwkll, Samdil B. fiklo, 

TROfi. J. TOUHO. 

RtiKXntdy That the Chairman of our delegation be 
iaalructed to Inform the Convention in our behalf that. In 
tbe preaent condition of that body, we deem it Inconsist- 
ent witb our duty to oucsdyea and our constituents to 
participate further In Its deliberationa. Our reasons for 
ao doing will bo given to the Democracy of Kentucky. 
Jaa DiSBicAK, L. 0aaav^ 

J. 8. KivoALL, R. M. JoHjraoir, 

Job. & BacK, Cal. Bcruta, 

D. W. QOAKUB, R. Nbckib, 

~ Gfc. liSAOL 



OQUBBV OlfOIL, 



Jajih 



ttr. Reed, of Ey., spoke briefly in defense oc 
the course of the nine delegates from that State, 
who remained with the Convention. 

laSSOURI DKTIMBS HXR FOSITIOX. 

Mr. ClarlE, of Missouri, announced as the re- 
sult of a consultation of a portion of the Mis- 
souri delegation, that two of that delegation 
had decided to withdraw from the CoaventioB. 

Mr. Hill, of N. G, who had refused to letirs 
with his colleagues on the previous day, now 
announced his intention of witiidrawtng. 

Mr. Cessna, of Pennsylvania, called for the 
vote upon his resolution to proceed to uominatA 
candidates for President and Vioe-President. 

MS. CI28HWO RESiaVS THE CHAIR. 

Mr. Cushing resigned his post as prettdiqg 
officer, in a brief speech, and left the chair. 

Gov. Tod, of Ohio, iounediateiy assumed the 
cliair, and was greeted with enthusiastic and 
hearty cheers* After ocder was restored, he 
said: 

Aa the preaent prealdtag olBoer of this Coaventlaa \m 
common consent of my brother yice-Presidenta, wMb 
great diffidence I aseumo the chair. When I annnmiaa 
to you that for thirty-four years I have stood iw in tbaS 
diatrict ao long miarepreaeated by Joshua B. biddings, 
with tbe Democratic banner In my band (applause), I 
know that X shall receive the good wiabea of thia Conven- 
tion, at leaat, for tbe diacbai:geof tbe datka of the chair. 
If there are no privllciged questiooa Intervenim^ tbo 
Secretaiy WUl proceed with tho call of the fltatea. 

MAS8ACHI7SSTTS DESIRS8 ▲ HEUftlKO. 

If r. Butier, of Maaa., addreasod tbe ohafar, and dcalred 
to preaent a proteat. Ot^^o^a waa made by Ifr. 



Cavanaai^, of Ifinneaota. and tbe Statea werecalled on 
the quemoa of praoeedlag to a vote for Predde^^ 
Whoa Messaffhasotta was called, Ifr. Butler aaid: lir. 
President, I bavo tho iaatructlon of a mejority of tbo 
delegation fkom Masaachasette to preaent a written pro- 
teat. I wiU aond It to tbe Chair to have tt load. (Catta 
to order.) And ftirther, with your leave, I desire to —^ 
whati think will bo pleoaant to tUs Convention. Flnt, 
that, while a nu^oriUy of the delegation ftrant Mnssacha- 
aetta do not purpoae fbrtber to participate In tbe doinga 
of tbia Convention, we desire to part, if wo may, to moefc 
you as friends and DeaMcrata again. We desire to pait 
In tbe aame aplrit of maaly courtesy witb which we came 
together. Therefore, If y<Mi will allow me, Inatoad of 
rea^ng to you a long document, I wiM atate,witbla par- 
Uamontaiy aaase, exactJly tbo reaeona why wo take tba 
at^ we do. 

Thanking tbe Conventhm for their courteay, allow me 
to aay that though we hare protested against the aoUon 
of thia body exoludiag the ddegates, althouj^ wo are no4 
aatisfied with that action^ 

Wo have not discusaed tbe queation, Hr. Preddem^ 
whether tbe action of the Convention, In excluding cap- 
tain delegates, could be any reason for withdrawal. We 
now put our withdrawal before you, upon tbe eimplo 
ground, among others, that there Ims iioen a withdrawal 
in part of a mijjority of the States, and further (and tiiat, 

ferfaops, more personal to myself\ upon tbo grouad tiiat 
wiU not jit la a Coa^eatioa where tiM AtiElaaa. «bis«ar 
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•nd*— whtiAla pbwj b; Ui*Un «f my cMumr-l* V- 

ImiliigLy •dTocaisiL (Unu •mutton.) 

■ilcKkilim li^Dji Id vouiuIUUdq u w Ihdr rtcbti. 

TI10 uuU iii'iKHHidod, the cbairiuaD of each Coa- 
trutiuu uuikiug a speecli ou delivering the rote 
01' bia tSlatii ; Hud Ur. Blerena Uuall; Biated thtt, 
■libougii a (lortioD of tbe Uuxaohiuctta delegu- 
Uuu liud withdr&Mn, be «>■ iiulruaUd b; tiia 
nuuaiaiug colUoglua to cut (be entire Tote of 
lh«Sute. 

Ur. Kunell, of N«w York, withdrew the nuue 
of Uoratio 8e;moac u a candidate. The lul- 
lowing ii the lenilt of the ballotiiigi fur Fieu- 



Hon, whalarer It nuj ba, Inniiad Iit 

tnUcincaiUHiHwcrat >lHTanlu>ilMrLegtiUtu»< 

iliall harcinir be, llnaUr determined bj Ifae Bapnma ObbI 
it the United Btu«, ihunld be 
leio, aad enforced vlUi promt 

Ur. Payne, of Ohio, moTed the prCTioua qar*- 
don, and thii molntion wju adopted, with onljr 
two dlHenting toUb. 




On tbe Birt IwlM, Heuy A. THh, U vliiUa, recced 
i a TOte from Uarf laad; uacocic, or Vl, rawtved 1 toto 
from VlrglDbi; UuIbJ a. IHckluun, 1 Tote [rsm Vlrg^a; 
and Uorallo Sejamir 1 Tula (niui teuujrlTiuiU. 

On tba aiuKHinoiuncnl of Ili« nm ballol, Ur. Chureli, 
Maw-Yorii, olhnd Uie f«Uinrtiig : 

JEanslfM uuaniman^, Tuat Stepben A. Douilae, 

l]Hn4a^TeaLitiibCiiDV«iiUoji,U^rebydeGl«rwl,iDi 
——■--- -■-'--■- niiee go¥eniinjf till* '---'-- — '' ' 




delcgiitei mho had withdrawn frOiD ih* 
itiuu at the Froiit^treet Theater, to- 
gether with the delegaiioiil from Louisiaoa and 
AliOiaiiia, wlio wpre rvtoxed admiwion ti> that 
CoiiTeiiiion, met at the Marrland lustituta OB 
Saturdij the 18th of Juue. Tweutj-one StaM 
were reprewnted eitlier by full op partial dele- 
gation!!. The States not repre^eoled at all 
■ere Conneclicut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Malae, 
Miuhigmi, Ktw-Qampgihire, JJewJerwjr, Ohio^ 
Rhode 1 aland, South Uarollna, and Wiacooelv. 

The Ooii, Caleb Cuahiug, of tla>taiiuliiuetl>>i 
wai choecn 10 preside, aMinted bj Tice-pM- 
ndentt and aecretarie*. 

The Coiiveiitioti adopted a rule re<t>driiig ■ 
rota of two-tliirde of all the delegatoa prMCUl 
to nominate caudidatea for Preeideut and Ttea- 
Freddent ; alao that each delegate cut thovMt 
to which he ia entitled, and that each Slato caH 
onlj the nuinber of Totea to wblch it i« eniltlsd 
\>j iU actual repreaeiitation in the CouTcndML- 

The delegates from South Carolina aad 
Florida aeerediled to the lUcbmond Ctmran- 
tioD, were ioTited 10 take eeata in this. 

A committee of five, of which Mr. 0>M 
Guehiug waa chairman, wai appointed to M^ 
drew tlie Democracy of the Union apon th< 
priuuiplei which have governed the ConrendM 
in uiakiiig the nominationa, and in vindimtSiM 
of the principle* of Che part;. Tbe CooTcntioB 
also decided that the next Demoonrii 
Katioual Convcnlion be held at FblladelpUfc ' 

Ur. Averjr, of S. 0., shaimaa of Com^ttM 
on Resolutione, reported, with the iiiiaiilinnM 
sHuctioD of the Comimttee, the Flatfbna ■•• 
parted bj the majoritj of tbe Flatfonn Con- 
uiittee at Charleiton, and r^eoted b; tbo Coo' 
vetilion, (we page SO) which wm naanlntomlr 
adopted. ■> 

The Convontion adopted a reaotnlioD !»• 
struoting tbe National Committee not to taMi 
tickets of adoussion to their next Natioiial Ol«> 
ventLon in ati; case where there It a UmaJUi 
cODleltaul. 

The Convention then proceeded to bsHot Ibr 

acnndidate lor PreKident ; and John 0. BresUn- 

ridge, of K),, received the onanlmool vol* of; 

preaeut as follows : 

linoridk.... 



itipatrick, of Alabamn, was noudoated > 
Prewdeut, reueiviug IVS^ votes, and' 
Ur. WilUam C. Alexander, of .S. J., 1. [Ur.] 
ntxpaiiiek declined ilie uouiinaliou two days 
.alterward, and tbe Nittioual UuuiiiiUtee aui^lied 
(he vacancy, by tbe nouiliuiiuu 01 Ui-tm.-uii V. ' 
JobnsoD, of Ueorgia' 

lOwJ Ihe fcUewlai f«M>» 
neewtLbftt li« fciteiyi'iO 



... d 

... r 
. .'tiT^ioHul'iii ii 

I'ur Viue-Preudfut Qen. Joiieph Lane, of 
UregoH, received tbe uuaiiimoui vote of ih» 
ConVEiitiu'i (lOi), ou the first lullol. And 
tlieu, after lUteniug to a speech from l£r. Taudji 
tbe CouTsutiou adjourned nni iU. 
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SLAVERY EXTENSION OR RESTRICTION. 

MAINLY BY DOCUMENTS. 



<ii»> 



SLAYXBT IN THE COLONIES. 

LuBT of gold and power was the main im* 
pabe of Spanish migration to the regions beyond 
the Atlantic And the soft and timid Abori- 
ffiiiea of tropical America, especially of its 
■hndi, were first compelled to surrender what- 
ever tbey possessed of the precious metals to 
the iroperioos and grasping strangers; next 
favoed to disclose to those strangers the sources 
ttlMnee they were most readily obtained ; and 
fiaelly driven to toil and delve for more, wher- 
ever power and. greed supposed they might 
moet readily be obtained. From this point, the 
tnmaition to general enslavement was ready and 
■rapid. The gentle and indolent natives, unao- 
ewtomed to ragged, persistent toil, and revolt- 
ing a( the harsh and brutal severity of their 
Christian masters, had but one unfailing re- 
•enrae— death. Through privation, hardship, 
ezpofure, fiitigue and despair, they drooped and 
died, nntil miiUons were reduced to a few miser- 
aUe thousands within the first century of Span- 
ish mle In America. 

A humane and observant priest (Las Gasas,) 
witnessing these cruelties and sufferings, was 
moved by pity to devise a plan for their termi- 
nation. He suggested and urged the policy of 
■■betitnting for these feeble and perishing 
"Indians *' the hardier natives of Western A^ 
linn, wliom their eternal wars and marauding 
inYialont were constantly exposing to captivity 
and sale as prisoners of war, and who, as a race, 
might be said to be inured to the hardships and 
detgradations of Slavery by an immemorial ex- 
perience. The suggestion was unhappily ap- 
proved, and the woes and miseries of the few 
remaining Aborigines of the islands known to 
ne as " West Indies,'* were inconsiderably pro- 
longed by exposing the whole continent for un- 
nttmbered generations to the evils and horrors 
of African Slavery. The author lived to per- 
eefve and deplore the consequences of his ex- 
pe^ent. 

The sanction of the Pope having been ob- 
tained for the African Slave-trade by represen- 
tations which invested it with a look of philan- 
thropy, Spanish and Portuguese mercantile 
avarice was readily enlisted in its prosecution 



and the whole continent, North and South of 
the tropics, became a Slave-mart before the 
close of the sixteenth century. 

HolUind, a comparatively new and Protestant 
State, unable to shelter itself from the re- 
proaches of conscience and humanity behind a 
Papal bull, entered upon the new traffic more 
tardily ; but its profits soon overbore all scruples, 
and British merchants were not proof against the 
glittering evidences of their success. But the 
first slave ship that ever entered a North 
American port for the sale of its human mer- 
chandise, was a Dutch trading-vessel which 
landed twenty negro bondmen at Jamestown, 
the nucleus of Virginia, almost simultaneously 
with the knding of the Pilgrims of the May- 
flower on Plymouth Rock, December 22d, 1620. 

The Dutch slaver had chosen his market with 
sagacity. Virginia was settled by Cavaliers — 
gentlemen-adventurers aspiring to live by their 
own wits and other men's labor— with the neces- 
sary complement of followers and servitors. 
Few of her pioneers cherished any earnest liking 
for downright, persistent, muscular exertion ; 
yet some exertion was urgently required to clear 
away the heavy forest which all but covered the 
soil of the infant colony, and grow the tobacco 
which early became its staple export, }^y means 
of which nearly everything required by its 
people but food was to be paid for in England. 
The slaves, therefore, found ready purchasers 
at satisfactory prices, and the success of the first 
venture induced others ; until not only Virginia 
but every part of British America was supplied 
with African slaves. 

This traffic, with the bondage it involved, had 
no justification in British nor in the early 
colonial laws ; but it proceeded, nevertheless, 
much as an importation of dromedaries to re- 
place with presumed economy our horses and 
oxen might now do. Georgia wae the first 
among the colonies to resist and condemn it in 
her original charter under the lead of her noble 
founder-governor. General Oglethorpe; but 
the evil was too formidable and icveterate for 
local extirpation, and a few yesrs saw it estab- 
lished, even in Georgia ; first evading or defy* 
ing, and at length molding and transforming the 
law. 
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A POLITICAL T£XT-BOO£ FOB 1860. 



It is rery common at this day to speak of our 
revoIutioDary struggle as commenced and hur- 
ried forward by a union of Free and SlaTO 
colonies; but such is not the fact. However 
slender and dubious its legal basis, Slavery ex- 
isted in each and all of the colonies that united 
to declare and maintain their independence. 
Slaves were proportionately more numerous in 
certain portions of the South ; but they were 
held with impunity throughout the North, ad* 
vertised like dogs or horses, and sold at auction, 
or otherwise, as chattels. Vermont, then a ter- 
ritory in dispute between New-Hampshire and 
New-Tork, and^ with very few ciTilized inhabi- 
tants, mainly on its Southern and Eastern bor- 
ders, is probably the only portion of the revolu- 
tionary confederation never polluted by the 
tread of a slave. 

The spuit of liberty, aroused or intensified 
by the protracted struggle of the colonists 
against usurped and abused power in the 
mother country, soon found itself engaged in 
natural antagonism against the current form of 
domestic despotism. *^ How shall we complain 
of arbitrary or unlimited power exerted over us, 
while we exert a still more despotic and inex- 
cusable power over a dependent and benighted 
race?'* was very fairly asked. Several suits 
were brought in Massachusetts — where the fires 
of liberty burnt earliest and brightest — to test 
the legal right of slave-holding ; and the lead- 
ing Whigs gave their money and their legal 
services to support these actions, which were 

?;enerally, on one grouud or another, succesa- 
ul. Efforts for an express law of emancipation, 
however, failed even in Massachusetts; the 
Legislature, doubtless, apprehending that such 
a measure, by alienating the slave-holders, would 
increase the number and power of the Tories ; 
but in 1777, a privateer having brought a lot of 
captured slaves into Jamaica, and advertised 
them for sale, the General Court, as the Legis- 
lative Assembly was called, interfered and had 
them set at liberty. The first Continental Con- 
gress which resolved to resist the usurpations 
and oppressions of Qreat Britain by force, had 
already declared that our struggle would be 
** for the rights of human nature," which the 
Congress of 1776, under the lead of Thomas 
Jefferson, expanded into the noble affirmation 
of the right of ** all men to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness,** contained in the immor- 
tal preamble to the Declaration of Independence. 
A like averment that ** all men are born free 
and equal,'* was in 1780 inserted in the Massa- 
chusetts Bill of Rights; and the Supreme 
Court of that State, in 1788, on an indictment 
of a master for assault and battery, held this 
declaration a bar to slave-holding henceforth in 
the State. 

A similar clause in the second Constitution of 
New-Hampshire was held by the courts of that 
State to secure Freedom to every child, born 
therein aft£r its adoption, Pennsylvania, in 
1780, passed an act prohibiting the further in- 
troduction of slaves, and securing Freedom to 
all persons bom in that State thereafter. Con- 
necticut and Rhode-Island passed similar acts 
in 1784. Virginia, in 1778, on motion of Mr. 
Jefferson, prohibited the further importation of 
slaves; and in 1782, removed all legal restric- 



tions on emancipation : Maryland adopted botK 
of these in 1783. North-Carolina, in 1786, de- 
clared the introduction of slaves into that State 
** of evil consequence, and highly impolitic.** 
and imposed a duty of £5 per head thereon. 
New-Tork and New-Jersey followed the example 
of Virginia and Maryland, including the domes- 
tic in the same interdict with the foreign slave- 
trade. Neither of these States, however, de- 
clared a general emancipation until many years 
thereafter, and Slavery did not wholly cease in 
New-Tork until about 1830, nor in New-Jersey 
till a much later date. The distinction of Free 
and Slave States, with the kindred aasumptieo 
of a natural antagonism between the North avd 
South, was utterly unknown to the men of the 
Revolution. 

Before the Declaration of Independence, but 
during the intense ferment which preceded it, 
and distracted public attention from everything 
else, Lord Mansfield had rendered his judgment 
from the King's Bench, which expelled Slavery 
from England, and ought to have destroyed it 
in the colonics as well. The plaintiff in this 
famous case was James Somerset, a native of 
Africa, carried to Virginia as a slave, taken 
thence by his master to England, and there in* 
cited to resist the claim ctf his master to hie 
services, and assert his right to liberty. In the 
first recorded case, Involving the legality of 
modern Shivery in England, it was held (1677) 
that negroes, ** being usually bought and sold 
among merchants as merchandise, and «/se 
being infiddn, there might be a property in thes - 
sufficient to maintain trover.** But this waa 
overruled by Chief Justice Holt from the King'a 
Bench (1697,) ruling that ** so soon as a negrQ 
lands in England, he is free ;** and again, (17ui) 
that " there is no such thing as a slave by the 
law of England.'* This judgment proving ex* 
ceedingly troublesome to planters and mer- 
chants from slave-holding colonies visitLng tba 
mother country with their servants, the merohaiiti 
concerned in the American trade, in 1729, pro* 
cured from Yorke and Talbot, the Attorney 
General and Solicitor (jeneral of the Grown, a 
written opinion that negroes, legally enslaved 
elsewhere, might be held as slaves in England, 
and that even baptism was no bar to the mat- 
ter's claim. This opinion was, in 1749, held lo 
be sound law by Yorke (now Lord Hardwicke,) 
sitting as judge, on the ground that, if the oon* 
trary ruling of Lord Holt were upheld, it would 
abolish Slavery in Jamaica or Virginia as well 
as in England ; British law being paramoont fat 
each. Thus the Uw stood until Lord ManidleUi 
in Somerset's case, reversed it with evident v^ 
luctance, and after having vainly endeavored to 
bring about an accommodation between iho 
parties. When delay would serve no loojierj 
and a judgment must be rendered, Manafffij 
declared it in these memorable words : 

" We cannot direct the law : the law miut direot wk 
The state of Slaveiy is of such a nature that Ifc H 



• . . • 



incapable of bdng introdaeed on anj reasons, moral or 
political, but only by positive law, which prcservas Itp 
force long after the reasons, occwiion, and time Itsell 
whence it was created, is erased flrom the memory. It ll 
so odious that nothing can be suffloient to support U bet 
positire law. Whatever inconvenienoes, therefore, maa 
follow f^om the decision, I cannot say that this cate^ 
allowed or approved by the law of England, and thtre> 
fore the black must be discharged.*' 
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The natural, if not neoesBary, effect of this 
decision on Slavery in these colonies had their 
connection with the mother country been con- 
tinned, is suffioientiy obvious. 

SLATERT UNDER THE CONVEDBBATION. 

The disposition or management of unpeopled 
territories, peitaining to the thirteen recent 
eolonies now confedeirated as independent 
States, early became a subject of solicitude 
and of bickering among those States, and in 
Congress. Bv the terms of their charters, 
tome of the colonies bad an indefinite extension 
weStwardly, and were only limited by the power 
of the grantor. Many of these charters con- 
ileted w!th each 6theiS-Mihe same territory 
being included within the limits of two or mot*e 
totally distinct colonies. As the expenses of 
the SeToiutionary struggle began to bear 
Iwavily on the resources of the States, it was 
keenly felt by some that their share in the 
adTlmtages of the expected triumph would be 
l€M than that of others. Massachusetts, Con- 
neoticut, New-York, Virginia, North Carolina, 
and Oeoi^, laid claim to spacious dominions 
outride of their proper boundaries ; while New- 
Hampshire (save in Vermont), Rhode Island, 
New-Jersey, Maryland, Delaware, and South 
Carolina, possessed no such boasted resources 
(0 meet the war-debts constantly augmenting. 
Tbey urged, therefore, with obvious justice, 
that these unec^ual advantages ought to be 
Ittrrendered, and all the lands included within 
the territorial limits of the Union, but outside 
of the proper and natural boundaries of the 
several States, respectively, should be ceded to, 
and held by, Congress, in trust for the common 
benefit of all the States, and theyr proceeds em- 
ployed in satisfaction of the debts and liabilities 
of the Confederation. This reasonable requisi- 
tion was ultimately, but with some reservations, 
retoonded to^ 

The IXth Continental Congress, under the Ar- 
ticles of Ck>nfederation, assembled at Philadel- 
phia, Nov. 3, 1783, but adjourned next day to 
AnnapoliSi Md. The House was soon left without 
a quorum, and so continued most of the time — 
of course, doing no business — till the Ist of 
March, 1784, when the delegates from Virginia, 
in pursuance df instructions from the Legisla- 
tive of that iSCate, signed the conditional deed 
of cession to the Confederation of her claims to 
territorv northwest of the Ohio River. New- 
Tork, ()onn^ctic^t^ and Massachusetts had al- 
ready made similar concessions to the Confede- 
ration of their respective claims to territory 
westward of their present limits. Congress 
hereupon appointed Messrs. Jefferson of Vir- 
ginia, Chase of Maryland, and Howell of Rhode 
Island, a Select Committee to report a Plan of 
Gk>vemment for the Western Territory. This 
plan, drawn up by Thomas Jefferson, provided 
for the government of <ill the Western terri- 
tory, including that portion which had not yet 
been, but which, it was reasonably expected, 
^iK>uld be, surrendered to the Confederation by 
Uie Siiitt'S of North Catolina and Georgia (and 
which now forms the States of Tennessee, 
Alabama and MiH^-iHsippi), as well as that which 
had already bvah conceded by the more 
uoriiivrn Statew 



The report of the committee was in the 
following words : 

THE JEFVERSONIAK ORDINAKCE, 1784. 

Rewlved^ That the Urritory eeded^ or to he ceded 
by individual SttUea to the United States, wheDsoerer 
the same sbidl have been purchased of the Indian 
inhabitants and offered for sale by the United States, 
■hall be formed into additional States, bounded in the 
following manner, as nearly as such ceuions will admit ' 
that is to say, northwardly and southwardly by parallels 
of latitude, so that each State shall comprehend from 
sonth to north, two degrees of latitude, beginning to 
count from tiie completion of thirty-one degrees north ot 
iht equator ; [the then southern boundary of the U. S.] 
but any taiitorj northwardly of the forty-seventh degree 
shidl make patt of the State nelt below. And east- 
wardly and westwardly they shall be bounded, those on 
the Id^issippi, by that river on one side, and the meri- 
dian of the lowest point of the rapids of we OUo on the 
other: and those adjoining op the east, by the same 
meridian on their western side, and on their eastern by 
the meridian of the western cape of the mouth of the 
Great KaUawha. And the territory eastward of this la^t 
meridian, between the Ohio, Lake Erie, and Pennsyl- 
Tsnia, shall be one State. 

That the settlers within the territory so to be pur- 
chased and offered for sale shi^l, either on their own 
petition or on the order of Congress, receive authority 
trom them, with appointments of tune and place, for 
their flree males of rail age to meet together for the pur- 
pose of establishing a temporary government, to adopt 
the constitution and laws of any one of these States, so 
that such laws nevertheless shall be subject to altera- 
tion by their ordinary Legislature, and to erect, subject 
to a like alteration, counties or townships for the elec- 
tion of members for their Legislature. 

That such temporary government shall only continue in 
force in any State until it shall have acquired twenty thou- 
sand tree inhabitants, when, giving due proof thereof to 
Congress, they shall receive from them authority, with 
appointments of time and place, to call a convention of 
representatives to establish a permanent constitution 
and government for themselves : Provided^ That both 
the temporary and permanent govemmente be eetab- 
liehed on these principles cm their ba>sis : 

1. That they shall forever remidn a part of the 
United States of America. 

2. That in their persons, property, and territory, 
they shall be subject to the Government of the United 
States In Congress assembled, and to the Articles ol 
Confederation In all those ca^es In which the original 
States shall be so subject. 

8. That they shall be subject to pay a part of the 
Federal debts, contracted or to be contracted, to be 
apportioned on them by Congress, according to the same 
common rule and measure by which apportionmentd 
thereof shall be made on the other States. 

4. That their respective governments shall be in 
republican forms, and shall admit no person to be a 
citizen who holds a hereditary title. 

5. JTMt ctfter tfte year 1800 of the Ohriaiimi era, 
there shaU oe neither slavery nor iwoohintary servi- 
tude in any of the said States^ otherwise than in 
punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted to have been personally guilty. 

That whenever any of the said States shall have, of 
free inhabitants, as many as shall then be in any one of 
tlie least numerous of the thirteen original States, such 
State shall be admitted, by its Delegates, into the Con- 
gress of the United States, on an equal footing with the 
said original States ; after which the assent of two-thirds 
of the United States, in Congress Assembled, shall be 
re(|pilsite in all those cases wherein, by the Confederation, 
the assent of nine States is now required, provided tlie 
consent of nine States to such admission may be ob- 
tained according to the eleventh of the Articles of 
Confederation. Until such admission by their Delegates 
into Congress, any of the said States, after the establish- 
ment of their temporary government, shall have autho- 
rity to keep a sitting member in Congress, with a ri^^ht 
of debating, but not of voting. 

niat tiie territory northward of the fotty-flfth degree, 
that is to say, of the completion of forty-five deg. ees 
from the equator, and extending to the Lake of t)ie 
Woods, shall be called Syhoania; that of the territ^r.v 
under the forty-fifth and forty-fourth degress, that which 
lies westward of Lake Michigan, shall be called MU-.h^ 
gania ; and that which is eastward tliereof, within the 
peninsula formed by the lakes and waters of Michigan, 
Huron, 8t Clair, and E.ie, shall be called ChersoneifHf, 
and shall include any part of the peninsula which ciikf 



A POLinOAL TEZT-BOOE FOB IHa 



utcDd iboTe ths f«lr-flnh dcgraa. Of the tertitnr] 
BiLdv the fDrly'lhVrd and fDTtjr'iecond Atgtam, Ihftt t^ 
Ibc volwud, IhrDngh iiUch Iho Aucntilpl or BncK HItei 

ths tCoUUunla gl the Ohio. lh« ttaliuh, Iba IUudIi 
the Mlunl ol the Lake, ud tha Suduikf riTtn ibaU bi 
ulJad dftiropotanla. Of tbe terrUary which Uo uDdei 
the rorir-ant and tonlelli depn), ths vHitni, ihreugl 
Thich the rivsT IlUooli niu, ih>n be oiled JlUmia , 
that DCTi adjolnlni IB the ewtwud, SanUoaa; ani 
that bttwcsn Ihb lul and Fenn>yl>aDla, and eitendlnb 
from Ihs Ohio lo Lahs Krie, nhall ba called Wa-MitgUiH. 
Of iha WnltOT nhkh llM undsr the ItalrtT-Dlnlfa - - ' 
ihlnjsWith di ■ ' ■^ * - 

riuippr •« list 



be fork of tbe Ohhi uid Uli- 

M under the Ihlrti-eereBlta dains i that to 

_. ._. _. I, rltbln and adjaceot to i^efa are tbc 

Ohio, llUnolI, Ulululppl, ind Uluogrl, thaU be callT^ 

Ohio, olhDwlig Dilted the PiUilpl, aluU be ealte^r 

Tvu 'lit tU p'teidia] artioUi Ada hi JbmtS. 
Into eiarltr of rampaei, ahall be dnlj sxaeutad hy 
(he Prcddenl of the United Statia, In CufrcM mtma- 
bltd, under hlf hand and tha leal or the Uollcd SMtea, 
•hall be proiuulfiitd, and t^all MkimI (ufiiiHlaintntal 
ei>»aitlmit tietwssD the Ihhteen orlilnal Blatta and 
Oioie oewlr dctcrihed, uaallerablt Eul bf the Joint 
eoBHDt or IbE Hulled gtitsi^ In Coaireei aHembled, 
acd at Uit taiilirulur Elala itlLhIn irhlch lucb altcntloni 
la propoied to be nude. 

April 19, this reported plan came up for 
consideration in Congress, Mr. Speight of S, 
C. moved timt tUe fitli propoaition (prohibiting 
Slaver; sfler the year 1B(H)) be stricken out of 
tbe plan of ordinance, and Mr. Read of S. C. 
aecondeil ihe motion. Tbe question vaa put in 
tbia form: ■' Shell the words moved lo be 
stricken out st;iiiil f" and on this qnestion Hie 
Arcs and Xoea were Ukeo, and reaulted bb 
followa : 






r. roalai,.. 



Mr. MonlnHnerr,.. 

Mr. Hand, 

..Mr, M(U»Br7 



fl. OiiOLnu... 



MrJBp^lhh, 

Mr.Resi.. 

Mr. Bereafsn 



'.'.al I-** 
faror of Mr 

barely ttven against it 



Here we find the 
Jefferson'! restriction 
and the Btaies dirid 
■gainst it. But tbe Articles of Cod fed oration 
(Art. IX.) required en affinuative vote of a. 
icsjoritj of all (he Stales — that is, a vote of 
seven BCates — to carry a proposition ; so thin 
clange was defeated through the absence of one 
delegate from New-Jeraey, in sinte of a vote of 
more than two to one in its favor. Had ttic 
New-Jersey delegation been full, it must, to «. 
moral certainty, have prevailed ; had Dctawart 
then been representeii, it would probaUy have 
been carried, even without Kew-Jersey. Yet, 
it is this vote, lo given and recorded, that Mr, 
Douglas in his " Barpei" eiuiay claims ae lii.»- 



' n0n4iitarTantloii bj 



taining hi* views of ' 
Congress." 

The Ordinance, thus depleted, after nndefgo- 
lug some further amendinenls, was Gntllj cp- 
proved April iSd — all the delegates, but UOM 
from Sonth Carolina, voting In the afflrmative. 

In ITST, the last CondneDtol CoDgrew, sit- 
ting in Kew-Tork siiuultaiieDuslj with the 
Convention ac Philadelphia which framed onr 
Federal Constitution, took np the tutiject of the 
government of the Western Territory, rising a 
Ciommtttee thereon, of which Ksthui Dane, o( 
UassacbusetCs, was Chainnan. That Comnuttei 
reported (Jul; llth), "An Ordiunce tor tt« 
government of the Tenitoriei of tbe tTnlled 



the provisions originally drafted and reported 
by Mr. Jefferson, but with some modifioations, 
and concludes with six unalterable artiolee of 
perpetual compact, tbe last of tbem as follows : 
"There ahall he Detther Bla*«i7 



To this was added, prior to Its passage, tbe 
stipulation for the delivery of fugitives tnm 
labor or service, soon after embodied In tbe 
Federal ConstilutioD ; and in this shape, tbe 
entire ordinance was adopted (July ISth) bj a 
unanimous vote, Georgia and tbe Carallnas 



cNDu TOK oMmtmox. 

Tbe old Articles of Confederation bariag 
proved inadequate to the creaUon and mab- 
tenance of a'capable and elBoient natioiial or 
central authority, a Convendon of DelegUai 
from the sevenu States, was legallj aaseiuded 
in Philadelphia, la 1T8T— George WaahlDgton, 
President ; and the result of Its labotf wu our 
present Federal ConsUtutlon, thotigfa eoma 
amendmenlamainly of the nature Of reatriodms 
on Federaf power, were proposed by tbe eeretal 
State Conventions assembled to pass upon fbtt 
CoDslttution, and adopted. Tbe foUowIag tie 
all the provisions of that icstrumeiit, whid m 
presumed to bear upon the subject of Blaver; : 

{PTMUDble) : Ve, tha pwwia of tha JJnIted Irshs^h 
order to form a mora eetftot Dnloo, MtsMWi Justlsa, 
Inaore donuatla tranqDUlttr, provld* tbr lb* ea^BMB 
dafeni*, pronot* the t<Bval wtUtn, and SMOia lb* 
*-' — 'nn of Bbertr la oanelTM and onr posMritf, <• 
.__j and cUabBah tUi OomtHiithin tot tbe IMIsd 
SIMM of America. 

Art. 1. 1 1. All legtalatlvepoweithaielnirsiite^iball 
le rated in a OoDgreu of (be United ttatss. rtU 
hall cooilit of a Beniie end Haoee ol BayiMiulsllTSS, 

jS. . . . . HeprsaestadTei and direst taxes riall te 
ipporUoaed among th* Hvaral States wMok mar bs 
ncluded within thli UdIoq, aooonUna to'their re^ssUt* 
^tunben, which thaU be detennlnei bj addlnf le Ihs 
rbole namber of free penoM, laelodmi Uioss EiMiiid M 
■errltude for a term of vean, and axolBant iBdlass DM 
taxed, Ihree-Bftbe of ill uher pereons. 

° V. The mlgrillon or ImporlalloB ot saeb persoH et 
of the Stalei now edi^f ihiU Ihhk proper la 
li. ibuU not he prohlblied bftho OonpMB priorle 
rear 1SU9 ; bat a tax or du^ mar balmpoaed, bM 

leprliUen of the writ of AoAku eerpvt ihallnat 
luipBnded, Dnlesi wben, In caaea of rebalUon ■ 
aloD. the publlo •■(ttty mi; reqnlr* U. 
_ 1 blU of attalndar oi ae poM JUxto lawa sbaQ b« 

",I1L I S. Traaaon Sf^nit tha Tnlud Btatsi 



TBB .BTBCOOLB FOR SLITEBT BESTEICnON. 




Iha imUuiritr of Uie UalMd BUtci, tbll b* t)i« sn; 
Uw ot tbe luid ; ud Iba JadM In aroT Bute sh 
baODd ihsrtbi, ujiAliig [n tt» CDUtllaUaD or h 
•SJ Btmts lo Ibe coatrtij BOtwUtuUiidlDf . 

The above tra M — and perhipa more . 
•U — Ibe cUuses of the Cooslitution, that have 
been qaoted on one side or the other u bear- 
log upon the sulyect of Slavery. 

It will be noted that the word "slare" or 
** eltTerj " doee Dot appear therein. Ur. Uadi- 
•on, who wti a leading and obserraDt member 
of the CanvenCioQ, and wbo look notes of iU 
^ily proceediDffa, afflrme that this silence 
deatgned — the GonTention being unirilline that 
the CoDBlJtution of the Uaited States uiouM 
recogiiite prapertj in hamaa beiogs. In pae- 
■igea where etavee are presumed to be contem- 
plated, ifaey are uniformly designated aa "per- 
•ons," never aa property. Coatemporarj his- 
tory prores that it vae the belief of at least a 
Urge portioD of the delegates that Slavery 
CoSd not lone survivB the final aloppage of the 
alave-trade, which was expected to (and did) 
occur in 1808. .And, were Slavery thia daj 
baniahed forever frem the country, there might, 
indeed, be some superfluous Blipulatiaoe in tht> 
Federal compact or charter ; but there are none 
which need be repealed, or essentially modi- 



Tbe State of Keotuckr was eet off from the 
State of Virginia ia 1790, bf mutual agree- 
ment, and admitted into the CnioD by act of 
Congress, passed Febrnary 4th, 17S1 ; to take 
effect June 1st, 1792. It was never a territory 
of the United States, nor under Federal juria- 
liclion, except as a State, and inherited 
llavery from the ■' 01^ Domimon." 

The State of Nonb Cerotiua, like several 
ilhert, claimed, duriDg and after the Revalii- 
ion, that her territory extended westward to 
the Miseiasippi. 

On the 2Sd of December, lies — one month 
niter the raUBc'tion of the Federal Constitution 
— North Carolina passed an act, cediog, on cer> 
lain conditions, all her territory west of bei 
present limits to the United States. Among 
the conditions exacted by her, and agreed m 
bj Congress (Act approved April 2iid, 17Sl}) is 
the following : 

Pt^pld^ aitoajf\ tliat do regbtatloiu Diade, or %9 
1H mad«, br GonxrcH ihaU t«ad to «maii<jlpAtc ilaTBt. 

Were it not then conceded that Congress 
had the power to make regulations for the 
territories which would " tend to emancipate 
ilaves," this proviso would be utterly meaning- 

Georgia, In like manner, ceded (April Sad, 

1SC2) the territories lying west of her present 
limits, now forming the States of Alubama and 
Ulssissippi. Among the coaditions exacted by 
her, and accepted by the United States, is the 
following ; 
fUllilT. Tliat tbe territerj thui ceded ilialllieHn^ 



A direct provision for the reetoratioii of 
(tag^tive slaves to their masters was, at leant 
' once, voted down by the ConrentiOQ. Fiuallf, 
the clause respecting persona *' held to service 
or labor," was proposed by Hr. Butler, of South 
Girotiua, and adopted with little or no oppoai- 
Soa. 

Tbe following, among tbe amendments to 
the Constitution, proposed by the ratifying con- 
Tendons of one or more Stales, and adopted, 
«re supposed by some to bear on the questions 
now agitated relative to Slavery : 

AiL I. Oongrtu ihill nuke no tiw rapectbiK an 

■MabUitiment o[ rellrfen, or pmhlbfllng "- • 

die IhiTHif ; «r ibrldglpg the medom d; 



e propntj tw taken lot pubUo n 



a Unlnn 

inau aontau aaj uooiana ir« Iflbabilanu, or, ai aa 

tarllw pariod, U Congreaa ihall tblok It eipedient, on 

hm unM couditlotia and reitrietiona. with the sanie 

idhi tbeBmaaiBiuter.asiijiroTtded Intbe 

QoDgrtii of tbe Ifttta dar ot Jalf, ITBT, tOt 

iSat of the ITcatwn lerrltoir of tiie Uolled 

tu ; iruch ordbiuue iliaU, in lU lu parte, eilead to 

tanilory oontalBBd In the prtaant act ot owaloo, tb< 

Icle anlj sicepted wlikb forbldi ilaverj. 



When Ohio (1802-3) was made a State, the 
residue of the vast regions originally conveyed 
by the ordinance of '87 was continaed under 
Federal pupilage, by the name of "Indiana 
Territory," whereof Wm. Henry Harrison (since 
President) was appointed Ooremor. It was 
quite commonly argued that, though ^avery 
was it^urioug in the long run, yet, as an expe- 
dient white clearing away the heavy forests, 
opening settlements in the wilderness, and sur- 
mounting the inevitable hardships and prlva- 
tioos of border life, it might be tolerated, and 
evMi regarded with favor. Accordingly, tbe 
new Territory of Indiana made repeated efforts 
to procure a relaxation in her favor of the re- 
strictive clause of the Ordinance of 'S7, one of 
them ibiougb the instrumentality of a Conveu- 
"""- tion assembled in 1802-8, and presided over by 
Ifljllr to ' t*"* Territorial Governor ; so he, with the groat 
irgdreu body of bia fellow-delegates, memorialised Con- 
I gress, among other things, to suspend tempor- 
'"V\i \o ' "■''? '^* operation of the sixth article of the 
1 Ordinance aforesaid. This memorial was re- 
i of Ufa, ferred in the House to a select committee of 
*wlihoS ' three, two of them from Shije States, with the 
I since celebnited John Bandolph aa chairman. 



A FOUTiCAL TEXT-BOOK TOE isea 



On the 2n<l of March, 1808, Mr. Randolph made 
what appears to have been a untininioufl report 
from this Committee, of whieh we give ao much 
ua relates to Slavery — as follows : 

The rapid popnlaUon of the State of Ohio lofBicientllj 
evinces, in the opinion of your Oommlttee,that the labor 
of Blaves is not necessary to promote the growth and 
settlement of colonies in that r^on ; that this labor— 
demonstrably the dearest of any— can only be employed 
In the cultivation of products more valuable than ai^ 
known to that quarter of the United States ; that the 
Committee deem it highly dangerous and Inexpedient to 
Impair a provision wisely calculated to promote the hap- 
piness and prosperit of the northwestern country, and 
to i^ve strength and security to that extensive frontier. 
In the salutary operation of this sagacious and benevo- 
lent restraint, it is believed that the Inhabitants of Indi- 
ana will, at no very distant day, find ample remnnera- 
lion for a temp<Mraxy privation of labor, and of emlgra- 
tioo. 

The Committee proceed to discuss other rob-< 
Jects set forth in the prayer of the memorial, 
and conclude with eight resolves, whereof the 
only one relating to Slarery is as follows : 

B49ohed^ That it is inexpedient to suspend, fbr a 
Bmited time, the operation of the sixth article 6f the 
compact between the original States and the people and 
States west of the river Ohio. 

This Report having been made at the close 
of the Session, was referred at the next to a 
new Committee, whereof Cssar Rodney, a new 
Representative from Delaware, was Chairman. 
Mr. Rodnev, from this Committee, repotted 
(February 17 th, 1804), 

Tbat| taking faato their eonstderation the fects 
stated In Uie said memorial and petition, they are in- 
duced to believe that a qualified suspension, for a limit- 
ed time, of the sixth article of compact between the 
original States and the people and States west of the 
river 01^, mlf^t be productive ef benefit and advan- 
tage to sidd Territory. 

The Report goes on to discuss the other 
topics embraced in the Indiana memorial, and 
concludes with eight resolves, of which the first 
(and only one relative to SUvery) is as follows : 

B^9ohed, That the sixth article of the Ordinaaee of 
1787, whieh prohibited Slavery within the said Tertitory, 
be suspended in a qualified manner, for ten years, se as 

to permit the introduction of slaves, born within the 
United States, ftrom any of the indivldoal States ; pro- 
vicUdf that such IndlTidual State does not permit the 
importation of slayes from foreign countries : and pro- 
9id6d./urthery that the descendants of all sach slarss 
shall, ii males, be free at ttie age of twenty-five years, 
and, if females, at the age of twenty-one years. 

The House took no action on this Report. 

The original memorial from Indiana, with 
several additional meiuoriitls of like purport, 
was again, in 18«id-^, referred hy the House to 
a select committee, wiiereot' Mr. 'Oarnett of Vir- 
ginia was chairman, who, on the 14th of Febru- 
ary, 1806, made a report in favor of tlie prayer 
of the petitioners — as follows : 

That, having attentively considered the Ibcts stated 
la the said petitions and memorials, they are of opinion 
that a qualified suspension, for a nmlted time, of the 
rfxth arude of the eompaet between the original States, 
and the pe<^le and States west of the river Ohio, would 
be bendldal to the people of the Indiana Territory. 
The suspension of this article is an object almost univer- 
lally deshred in that Territory. 

After discut^ing other subjects embodied in 
the Indiana memorial, the Committee close with 
a series of Resolve^, which they commend to 
the adoption of the House. The tirst and only 
one germane to our subject is as follows : 

BuoPttdy Tliat the sixth article of the Ordinance of 
i787,M liioli prohibits Slavery within the ludiana Territory, 
ttf kurpvnded for ten years, so as to permit the introduc- 



tloB Of sUves. bom witUn the UaUed Stales, frma asf sf 
the individual States. 

This report and resolve were committed and 
made a special order on the Monday following, 
btt were never taken into consideration. 

At the next session, a fresh letter from Got. 
William Henry Harrison, inclonng resolves of 
the LegislatiTe Council and House of Repreien* 
tatives in favor of suspending, for a limited pe- 
riod, the sixth article of compact aforesaid, was 
received (Jan. 2l6t, 1S07) and referred to a So* 
leot Committee, whereof Mr. B. Parke, deleffate 
i>om said Territory, was made Chairman. The 
entire Committee (Mr. Nathaniel Macon, of N. 

C, being now Speaker,) consisted of 
Meseea. Alstox, of N. 0. Raai, of Tenrn. 

Mastbis, of N. T. SAlmroBn, of Ky. 

Moaaow, of Ohio. Taieo, of Ta. 

Paau, of Ind. 

Mr. Parke, from this Committee, made (Febi 
12th,) a third Report to the House in iavor of 
granting the prayer of the memorialists. 

This report, with its predecessors, was com* 
mitted, and made a special order, but neT^ 
taken into consideration. 

The same letter of Gen. Harrison, and resolvM 
of the Indiana Legi:«lature, were submitted to 
the Senate, Jan. 2lst, 1807. They were laid on 
the table ^* for consideration,** and do not ap- 
pear to have even been referred at that ses^on ; 
but at the next, or first session of the fourth 
Congress, which convened Oct. *2Gth, 1807, tho 
President (Nov. 7th) submitted a letter from 
Gen. Harrison and his Legislature — whether a 
new or old one does not appear — and it was now 
referred to a Select Committee,* consistins of 
Messrs. J. Franklin, of N. C, Kitchel, of si, J., 
and Tiffin, of Ohio. 

Nov. ISth, Mr. Franklin, from said committee, 
reported as follows : 

The Legislative Council and House of Bepteecnta 
tives, in their resolutious, express tiieir sense of the pnv 
priety of Introducing Slavery into their Territory, and 
solicit Uie Oongress of the United States to suspend, SMr 
a given nnmkwr of yean, the sixth article of eompael, 
in the ordinance for the goTeruuient of the Territory 
northwest of the (Miio, passed on ttie 14. h day of July, 
17S7. That article declares: *•> There shall he neither 
Slavery nor involuntary servitude within the saki Tef- 
rltory." 

The cittiens of Clarlc Oounty, in their remonstrance^ 
express ttieir seuAC of the iinpropriety of tiu: measora, 
and solicit the Oongress of tlie Uniietl StHtes not to aet 
on the subject, so aa to permit the introduction of slaves 
intotiie Territory; ai least, until their popuiatlon shaU 
entitle them to form a Constitution und State €Kiver» 
meut. 

Your Committee, after duly couxideriug the matter, r^ 
spectfuiiy submit the following re^olutiou : 

iSeeotoed, That it is not expedient at this time to su^ 
pend the sixth article of compact for tiie government «f 
the Territory of the United States norltiwest of the rivar 
Oiiio. 

And here ended, so far as we have been able 
to discover, the effort, so long and eamestlj 
persisted in, to procure a suspension of the re- 
striction in the Ordinance of 1787, so as to 
admit Slavery, for a limited term, into the Ter> 
ritory lying between the Ohio and Missisilppi 
rivers, now forming the States of Ohio, iDdiaaa^ 
liliiK>is, Michigan, and Wisconsin. 

Till yiRST MISSOURI BTRITOeLK. 

The vast and indefinite Territory known m 
Louisiana, was ceded by France to the United 
States in the year 1808, for the sum of tl5,0(*0,- 
000, of which $8,750,000 was devoted Vo the 
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flynmt of Am«ri«an eWmt on Fiincr. Thia 
Utrilory Imd juat before been cudeJ br Spsiu to 
France vilhoui pevuniari coiiBldeniiioii. SUve- 
boldlnc hud loug bren allOMed therein, alike 
under Bpantsb and Frenob rule, ind the Titatj 
«f CeMion coiitsined tbe follovnig BlipiUtion : 
Art. ni. The liihsblUnli ot Uh cslid ts'titorj 



dpi* or it> 
alTthirigh 



^rdtaif M tka pi 



The State of Louisiana, embodving the sonth- 
era portioQ of tbis acquired territorj, wae re- 
oogntsedb; Congress in 1811, and full; admit- 
ted in 1S12, witb a State Constitution. Tboiie 
who choee to dwell among tbe iubabitatitd 
du> reridue of [be LouiBiHtia purcbaee, hei 
fcrth called Hi^aouri Terrllorj, continued 
bold (lavea !□ ita Bparse and aniall bnt iiiur 
Ing MttleBienls, maiiilr in its Bouibeastern qi 
ter, and a pro-Slnverj Court — perhapaanj Court 
—would undoubteillj bare pronounced SlaTer; 
1««1 anTwbere ou iig vast expanse, from th« 
Hutissippl to tbe crestsortheRockTHountaini, 
If Dot beyond them, and from the Kcd Bii 
Losidana to tbe Lalie of the Woods. 

The XVlb Congreaa assembled at Waaiiington,. 
an ICondaj, Dec. l^t, IBIT. HenrT Clay was 
•bona Spvsher of the House, lit. Johu SuoU 
appeared on tbe Bth, aa delegiile from Missouri 
TerfitOrj, and was admitted lo a Seat as saoh. 
On the 16tb of Uarcb following, he presented 
pttidons of suudrj inbabilants of Missouri, in 
d^tion to simitar petitions already presented 
b; bim, praying for the adinission of Uiasouri 
Into the Quion as a State, which were, on mo- 
tion, referred to a Select Committee, consist- 
log Of 

lUmn. Bwit, or Mn. ; Polndutn-, or MIsl ; RoMrk 
ma, at if.; llRidricki,Bt Ind.; UTansort, of N. U.: 
HUH, etk»u. ; BaldTtm, nf ra. 

April Sd, Hr. Scott, troia this Committee, re- 
ported a bill to Buchorize the people of Uissourl 
Tarritory to form a ConsUtnClon and State 
Qo'vemment, and for tbe admission of such 
Bute into tbe Unioo oq an equal footing w 
>dM original States; which bill was read the fl 
-nd second time, sad sent to tbe Committee 
th« Whole, where it slept for the renuunder of 
tbawinon. 

That CoDKress conTened at Wuhington for its 
tBOond sesaion, on the 16th of Hovember, 18IS. 
t'eb. 18th, tbe House went into Committee of 
>th* Whole — Gen. Smith, of Hd., in the Chair-- 
■nd took up the Uissourl bill aforesaid, which 
Waa considered through that sitting, as sliio that 
of tbe Inth, when several amendmeDta were 
adopted, the most important of which was the 
feBowing, moved in CommitlM by Oen. Jamet 
Tallmodge, of Duohesa coonty, New- York. 
(ktely deceased] : 

Amil pmrldtd alM.TbUUnrnnhfrlDtrndugilonor 
lar UMpanlihiiicalar cilnid, nbcreaf Ifa* |Urlf ihiUl b, 

-OiilaD,ihallbiirre<,Wn>sjb«li<dd lo lervlija uDitl tb! 



I this smendiDeiit, whieh was sastsined bf the 
Hawing vote : [lahen lirst on sgreelug lo so 
iicli of it as precedes and includes the wjrd 
eonvic^ed.•^ 

T*«»—fbr On RtlrieUon ; 

iw-Hininliire 4 : Nrw-Tork Ij 

UHiEhu«i» IS NewJene; i 

iKds IilsDil 1 ' PunDiTtisDla n 



,1 y»s 87^idy one (Debiwai-e) from a 




Total Xars.ie— 10 from Free Slates, 46 

The House now proceeded to vote on the 
residue of the rcporled amendment (from tbe 
word " coaricted abore), which was likewise 
eua Wined.— Yeas, 82 ; Nays, 78. 

So the whole amendmeot — as moved by Qen. 
Tnllniaiige in Committee of the Whole, and 
there carried — was sustained when reported to 
the House, 

Sir. Siotra, of Kew York (opposed to the Re- 
striction), now moved the striking out of so 
much of tbe bill HS provides that the new State 
shall be admitted into tbe Union " on an equal 
fooling with the original States "—which, he 
contended, was nullified by the votes Just takea. 
The HouM negatived the motion. 

Mesfrs. Desha, of Kv., Cobb, of Oa., and 
Rbca, of Tenn., declared against the bill ■• 
amended. 

Mea.-r5. Seott, of Ho., and Anderson, of Kj., 
preferred tbe blU as amended, (o none. 

The House ordered Ibe bill, as nmended, to 
a tiiird reading ; Yeaa, 98 \ Nays, 66. The bUl 
thus- passed the House neit day, and was sent 

The following sketch of the debate on this 
qneation (Feb. Ifith) is condensed from that 
ill the Appendix to SUeit RegiiUr. voL ivi. 

HOUEI or RtPBMKNTiTlVKS, tt%. 16, 1B19. 

Mr. T:illmadge, of New York, having moved 
the following amendment on the Saturday pro- 
ceding - 

" AndpFinidld tta( tilt intrcdtK^Uni ofStatty. «r 
inmlantary HrvUudt, it pFoMbittd, ntcept for M« 
emifsAntenl o/cn'mte. wiWrurCi* Banv hathiii dlih 
eant!i<>U4 ; aadOmUM ehOdrtn Um wUMn ik» M<3 
8laie after fit adtnlnUn Iktrxtf into the l'iti<m,AaU 
bi diclaridfi-et at U« ag- nfViytaT'." 

Ur. Puller, of MHsactasieUt, arguod that, lo eVKt a cod- 
om of intorenU, ll »»• piopsr W mslie omiceiilfflni. Tlw 
SutEi uliiire 'Slavery (Uind not only cliilnicd the rigfal Is 
ooullnoe lI.batHwas msntful Ihul a s^^ral emuicijia- 






irohlblwd tlU IS 



_, , ^.flc.— An-isK-t 

HpiDvUoaillectaaUj'ncap^adUietlglia bl (be 
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Btatet, which, at the tlm« of frunlng tb« Constitatloc, held 
the blacks In 8Uivei7f to e<mUmt4 ao to hold theu until 
ttiej ahould think proper to meliorate their condition. 
The GooaUtatloa b a compact among all the States then 
eadsUng, by which certain principles of goyemroent are 
e«UbU«he<l for the whole, and for each indlrldual State. 
The p'-edotnimtHt principle In both respects is, that 
ALL MBN ARB paiR, and hare an kqcal kioht to ubistt, 
and all other privileges ; or, In other words, the pre- 
dominant principle Is ekpublicakism , In its largest sense. 
But, then, the same compact contains certain excep- 
tions. The States then holding slaves are ptrmiUtd^ 
from the necessity of the case, and for the sake of union, 
to exclude the repablican principle so far, and only 
•o far, as to retain their slaves In ser>-itude, and also their 
progeny, as had been the usage, until they should think it 

e roper or safe to conform to the pure principle, by abollah- 
kg Slavery. The compact oontauis on VtM face the 
a^tural principle and the ^oeeptloipt. But the attempt 
v> extend Slavenr to the new 8taU9y Is In direct violation 
of the clause which guarantees a republican form of gov- 
•mment to all the States. This clause. Indeed, must be 
construed in connection with the exceptions before men- 
tionod ; but It cannot, without violence, be applied to any 
other SUtvs than those in which Slavery was allowed at 
the formation of the Constitution. 

The Speaker (Clay) cites the first clause hi the 2d 
•ectlon of the 4th article— "The cltlsens of each State 
shall be entitled to all the privileges and Immunities of 
dtlxens of the several States,** which he thinks would be 
▼lolated by the condition proposed in the Constitution of 
lOnouii. To keep slaves— to make one portion of the 
popnjation the property of another— hardly deserves to be 
called a privlUgi^ since what is gained by the masters 
must be lost by the slaves. But, independently of this 
eonaideratlon, I think the observations already offered to 
the committee, showing that holding the black population 
In servitude Is an exccptkm to the general principles of 
the Oonstitutlon, and canuot he allowed to extend beyond 
the fair Import of the terms by which that exception is 
provided, are a sufficient answer to the objection. The 
gentleman proceeds In the same train of reasoning, and 
asks, if Congress can requhre one condition, how many 
more can be reqidred, siid where these conditions will 
•nd f With regard to a repubUoan constitution, Congress 
are obliged to require that condition, and that Is enough 
for the present (|uestion ; but I' contend, further, that 
Congress has a right, at their discretion, to require any 
ottier reasonable condition. Several others were required 
of Ohio, Indiana, lUlnols and Mississippi The State of 
Louisiana, which was a part of the territory ceded to us at 
the same time with Missouri, was required to provide in 
her Constitution for trials bv Jury, the writ of habeas cor- 
pus, the principles of clvU and reUgious liberty, with 
several others, peculiar to that State. These, certainly, 
are none of them more indispensable ingredients In a re- 
publican form of government than the equality of prlvl- 
Lges of all the population ; yet these have not been denied 
to be reasonable, and warranted by the National Consti- 
tution in the adniission of new States. .... 

One gentleman, liowever. has contended against the 
amendment, because It abridges the rights of the slave- 
holdhig States to traus|)ort their slaves to the new States, 
for sale or otherwbe. This argument b attempted to be 
enforced in various wayA, and particularly by the clause 
In the Constitution Inst cited. It admits, however, 
of a very clear answer, by recurring to the 9th sec- 
tion of arUcle 1st, whicli provides that "the migration or 
Importation of such per>ons as any of the States then ex- 
isting shall admit, shall not be prohibited by Congress till 
ISOSb** Tills clearly implies that the migration and im- 
portation may be prohibited after that year. The impor- 
tation has been prohibited, but the migration has not 
hitherto been restrained ; Congress, however, may restrain 
It, when it may be Judged expie<Uent. 

The expetlit-ncy of this measure ii very apparent. The 
opening of an extensive slave market will tempt the 
cupidity of those who, otherwise^perhaps, might gradu- 
ally emancipate thehr slaves. We have heard much, 
Mr. Chairman, of the Colonisation Society ; an institu- 
tion which is the favorite of the humane gentlemen in 
the slave-holding States. They have long been lament- 
ing the miseries of Slavery, and earnestly seeking for a 
remedy compatible with their own safety, and the happi- 
ness of their slaves. At last, be great desideratum is 
found — a colony in Africa for the emancipated blacks. 
Uow will the generous IntenUons of these humane per- 
sons be frustrated, if the price of slaves Is to be doubled 
by a new and boundless market ! Instead of emancipa- 
tion of the slaves, it is much to be feared that unprinci- 
pled wretches will be found kidnapping those who are 
already fk>ee, and transporting and selUng the hapless 
Tiotims Into hopeless bondage. Sir, I really hope that 



OoDgron will not eontribiito to dlacoantenanee and m- 
4er abortive the generous aud phuanthropiu viewi of 
tills most worthy and laudable society. 

Mr. Tallmadge, of New York, followed — 

Sir, said he, it has been my desire and my IntentloD ti 
avoid any debate on the present painful and unpleaaaai 
subject. When I had the honor to submit to thb 1Ioih>9 
the amendment now under consideraiion, I accompaaio4 
it with a declaration that It was Intended to oonflno Hi 
operation to the newly acquired Territory across tlio 
Mississippi; and I then expressly declared that I would 
In no manner intermeddle with the slave^toiding States, 
nor attempt manumission in any one of the original States 
in the Union. Sir, I even went further, and stated that 
I was aware of the delicacy of the sul^ectr-and, that I 
had learned from Southern gentlemen the difliciiitias 
and the dangers of having free blacks Intermingling 
with slaves ; and, on that account, and with a view to 
the safety of the white population of the a^oinfng 
States, I would not even advocate the prohibltloa of 
iSlaveiy in the Alabama Territory ; because, aurroniided 
a* it was by slave-holding SUtes, and with only imagtoaiy 
lines of division, the Intercourse between slaves and 
free blacks could not be prevented, and a serrile war 
mli^it be the result. While we deprecate and monni 
over the evil of Slavery, humanity and good morals re> 
quire us to wish lu abolition, under drcumstances eon- 
sistent with the safety of the white popuUtion. WU* 
llogly, therefore, will I subm.t to an evil which we can- 
not safely remedy. I admitted all tliat had been said of 
the danger of having free blacks visible to slaves, and. 
theiefore, did not hesitate to pledge myself that I wonia 
neither adviie nor attempt coercive manumission. BoL 
sir, all these reasons cease when we cross the banks or 
the Mississippi, into a Territory separated by a natural 
boundary — a newly acquired Territory, never eoDtem^ 
plated in the formation of our government, not inoloded 
witliin the Compromise or mutual pledge in the adcqitloo 
of our Constitution — a new Territory acquired by our 
common fund, and wldch ought Justly to be sattleei ta 
our common legislation. 

Sh-, when 1 submitted the amendment now under ood- 
slderatlon, accompanied with these explanations, and 
with these avowals of my Intentions and of my SMtlres 
I did expect that gentlemen who might differ fhna 
me In opinion would appreciate the liberality of mj 
views, and would meet me with moderation, as up<m a 
fair subject for general legislation. I did exp«Bt, at 
least, tliat the frank declaration of my views would pro- 
tect me from harsh expressions, and flrom the unfriend^ 
Imputations which have been cast out on this occasion. 
But, rir, such has been the character and the violenco of 
this debate, and expressions of so much Lntemperanca, 
and of an aspect so threatening have been used, that 
continued silence on my part would ill become me, who 
had submitted to this liouse the original proposition. 

Sir, has St already come to this : that In the Congress of 
the United States— that^ In the Legislative councils ol 
Republican America, Uie sut^ect of Slavery has beoome 
a subject of so much feeling — of such delicacy^-of such 
danger, that it cannot safely be discussed f Are meni> 
bers who venture to express their sentiments on this 
sutiJect, to be accused of talking to the galleries, with 
Intention to excite a servile war ; and of meriting the 
fate of Arbuthnot and Ambrlster f Are we to be tohl of 
the dissolution of the Union, of cirll war and of sess of 
blood r And yet, with such awful threatenings before ns, 
do gentlemen, In the same breath, insist upon the enoonr- 
agement of this evil ; upon the extension of this monstrous 
scourge of the human race? An evil so fraught with 
such dire calamities to us as Individuals, and to onr 
nation, and threatening, in its progress, to overwhelm the 
civil and religious Institutions of the country, with the 
liberties of the nation, ought at once to be met, and to be 
contrttUed. If its power, Its influence, and Its impending 
dangers, have already arrived at such a pohit, that It Is 
not safe to discuss It on this floor, and it cannot now 
pass under consideration as a proper subject for general 
legislation, what will be the result when it is spread 
through your widely-extended domain? Itt present 
threatening aspect, and the violence of its supporters, so 
far from inducing me to yield to Its progress, prompt me 
to resist lu march. Now is the time. It most now be 
met, and the extension of the evil roust now be prevented* 
or the occasion Is irrecoverably lost, and the evil eao 
never be controlled. 

Sir, extend your view across the MissisrippI, over yoo» 
newly-acquired Territory— a Territory so far surpassing, 
in extent, the limiu of your present country, tlial 
country which gave birth to your nation — which aclileved 
your Revolution— consolidated your Union— formed yoar 
Constitution, and has subsequently acquired so nuicb 
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^(Htj, hangs but as an appendage to the extended empire I 
oyer which jonr Republican Governmeut Is now called to I 
bear sway. Look down the long vista of futurity ; see ' 
your empire, in extent unequated, in adraniageous I 
titaation without a imrHlIel, and occupying all the valua- 1 
bl« part of one continent. Behold tins extended eibpire, 
iDhablted by the hardy sons of American freemen, 
knowing iheir right.Ot and inheriting tlie will to protect 
Uiem-^owuers or the soil on which they lire, and inter* 
,6iited in the ini<titution4 which they labor to defend ; with 
two oceans laving your tthores, and tributary to your 
purposes, bearing on their bosoms the eommerce of our 
people; compared to yours, the governments of Europe 
dwindle into in«lgniflcHnce, and the whoia world is witli- 
out a pamUel. but, vir, reverse this scene; people this 
fkir dotiiHin with the slaves of your planters; extend 
iSVcHwry, this bane of man, this abomination of heaven, 
over your extended empire, and you prepare its dissolu- 
tion ; you lum its accumulated strength into positive 
weakness; you cherisli a canker in your breast; you 
put poison in your bosom ; you place a vulture preying 
on your heart— nay, you whet the dagger and place it in 
the hands of a portion of your population, stimulated to 
lue It, by every tie, human and divine. The envious con« 
trast between your happiness and their misery, between 
your liberty and thetr slavery, must constantly prompt 
them to accomplish your destruction. Your enemies will 
learn the source aud Uie cause of your weiikness. As 
often as external dangers shall threaten, or internal com- 
motions await you, yuu will then realise that, by your 
own procurement, you have placed amidst your families, 
and in the bosom of your country, a population produc- 
ing at once the greatest cause of individual danger, and 
of national weakness. With tliis defect, your govern- 
ment must crumble to pieces, and your people become the 
•coff of the world. 

8lr, we have been told, with apparent confidence, that 
we have no ri^t to annex condltfons to a State, on its ad- 
mhalon into the Utdon ; and it has been urged that the 
propoaed amendment, prohibiting the further introduction 
of Slavery, is unconstitutionaL This position, asserted 
with so much confidence, remains unsupported by any 
argument, or by any authority derived from the Oonstitu* 
tlim itselt The Constitution strongly indfcates an opposite 
oonetoiion, and seems to contemplate a difllerence be- 
tween the old and the new States. The practice of the 
government lias sancUoned this difference in many re- 
Vpeela. 

flir, we have been told that this is a new principle for 
which we contend, never before adopted, or tiiought ot 
Bo tax from this b^g correct, it is due to the memory- of 
our ancestors to say, it is an old principle, adopted by 
them, as the policy of our countiy. Whenever the United 
States have had the right and the i>ower, ihej have here- 
tofore prevented the extension of Slavery. The States 
of Kentucky and Tennessee were taken off from other 
States, and were admitted into the Union without condi- 
tion, because their lands were never owned by the United 
States. The Territory northwest of the Ohio is all the land 
wlilch ever belonged to them. Shortly after the cession of 
those lands to the Union, Congress passed, in 1787, a com- 
pact, wliich was declared to be unalter^te, the sixth arti- 
cle of which provides that, '■^ihere afuiU b& neither 
Slavery nor in/coltmUtry aervUude in i^e said TerrU 
tory^ wher;toi»e ihan in tAe ptmielMnsnt for crimen, 
mtirtof iKe 'parties ahaU have been dtUy convicted," 
In pursuance of this compact, all the States formed firom 
that Terxitory have been admitted into the Union upon 
Tarions conmtioiu, and, amongst which, the sixth article of 
this compact is included as one. 

Let gentlemen also advert to the law for the admission 
of the State of Louisiana into the Union ; they will find it 
flUed with conditions. It was required not only to form a 
Constitution upon the principles of a republican govern- 
ment, but it was required to contain the " fundiunental 
piindbies of civil and religious liberty." It was even re- 
qnfared, as a condition of its admission, to keep its records, 
•nd Its Judicial and its legislative proceedings, in the Eng- 
lish language ; and also to secure the trial by jury, and to 
surrender all claim to tmappropriated lands in the Terri- 
tory, with the prohibition to tax any of the United States* 



Alter this long practice and constant usage to annex 
eondiUons to the admission of a State into the Union, will 
genttemen yet tell us it is unconstitutional, and talk of our 
principles being novel and extraordinary ? 

Mr. Scott, of Missouri, said : 

He trusted that his conduct, during the whole of the 

ttme in which he had hid the honor of a seat Ln the House, 

had convinced gentlemen of his disposition not to obtrude 

' Us sentiments on any other subjects than those on which 

the interest of his constituents, and of the TerrttoTj he re- 



presented, were immediately concerned. But irtiea a 
question such as the amendments proposed by the gentle* 
men from New York (Messrs. Tallmadge and Taylor), was 
presented for coxuideration, involving constitutional prin- 
ciples to a vast amount, pregnant with the Aiture fate ef 
the Territory, portending destruction to the liberties of 
that people, directly beamg on their rights of property, 
their state nghts, tiieir all, he should consider it as a dere- 
liction of his duty, as retreating from his post, nay, double 
criminality, did he not raise Ids voice against tLelr adop- 
tion. 

Mr. Scott entertained the opinion, that, under the Con- 
stitution, Congress had not the power to impose this, or 
any other restriction, or to require of the people of Mis- 
souri ^eir assent to this condition, as a pre-requisite to 
their admission into the Union, lie contended tliis horn 
the language of the Constitution itself, from the practice 
in the admusion of new States under that insti untent, and 
from the express terms of the treaty of cession. The 
short view he intended to take of those points would, he 
trusted, be satisfactory to all tiiose who were not so 
anxious to usiup power as to sacrifice to its attainment 
the principles of our govemm^t, or who were not desir* 
ous of prostrating the ri^ts and independence of a 8tat% 
to chimerical views of policy or expediency. The author!^ 
to admit new States into the Union was granted in the 
third section of the fourth article of the Constitution, which 
declared that " new States may be adbiitted by the Con- 
gress into the Union." The only power given to the Con- 
gress by this section appeared to him to be, that of pass- 
ing a law for the admknon of the new State, leaving it in 
possession of all tiie rights, privileges, and immunities, en- 
Joyed by the other States ; the most valuable and prond- 
nent of which was that of forming and modifying thetr 
own State Constitution, and over which Congress had nc 
superintending control, other than tiiat expressly given in 
the fourth section of the same article, which read, " Th« 
Uidted States shall guarantee to every State in this Unira 
a republican form of governments" This end accomplished, 
the guardianship of the United States over the Constitu 
tions of the several States was fulfilled ; and all restrictions, 
limitations and conditions beyond this, was so much powei 
trnwarrantably assumed. In illustration of this position, 
he would read an extract from one of the essays written 
by the late President Madison, contemporaneously with 
the Constitution of tiie United States, and flrom a very 
celebrated work : ** In a confederacy founded on repubU> 
can prindples, and composed of republican members, the 
superintending government ought clearly to possess au- 
thority to defend the system against aristocratic or 
monarchical hmovations. The more intimate tiie nature 
of such an union may be, the greater interest have tiiu 
members in tiie poHtical institutions of each other, and 
the greater right to insist that the forms of government 
tmder which the compact was entered into, should be sub- 
stanti^y maintakied. But this authority extends no ftir- 
ther than to a ffuaraniee of a r^mblican form of gov- 
ernment, wiiich supposes a preSx&ting government of the 
form which is to be guaranteed. As long, therefore, as the 
existing republican forms are continued by the States, they 
are guaranteed by the Federal Constitution. Whenever 
the States may choose to substitute other republican 
forms, they have a right to do so, and to clahn the Federal 
guarantee for the latter. The only restrioHon imposed 
on them is, that they shall not exchange republican for 
anti-republican Constitutions: a restriction which, it is 
presumed, will hardly be conttdered as a grievance." 

Mr. Scott believed it to be a Just rule of hiterpretation, 
that the enumeration of powers delegated to Congress 
weakened tbefar authority in all cases not enumerated ; 
and that beyond those powers enumerated they had none, 
except they were essentially necessary to carry into effect 
those that were ^ven. The second section of the fourth 
article of the Constitution, which declared that *' the dtl- 
sens of each State shall be entitied to all the privileges 
and immunities of citisens in the several States," was 
satisfactory, to his Judgment, that it was intended the dti- 
sens of each State, forming a part of one harmonious 
whole, should have, in aU thhigs, equal privileges; the 
necessary consequence of which was. that every man, in 
his own State, should have the same rights, privileges, and 
powers, that any other citizen of the United States had hi 
his own State; otherwise, discontent and murmurings 
would prevail against the general government who had 
deprived him of tills equaUty. 

For example, if the citisens of Pennsylvania, or Tir- 
ginia, enjoyed the right, in their own State, to decide ttra 
question whether they would have Slavery or not, the 
citizens of Missouri, lo give them the same privileges, 
must have tJie same right to decide whether they would or 
would not tolerate Slavery in their State; if it were 
otherwise, then the citiaens of Pennsylvania and Virginia 
would have more rights, privileges and powers hi their 
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reipsctlve State*, th«n the :. tiiens of Miuouri would 
have ia thein. Mr. 8. said he would make another quo- 
tation flrom the same work he had before been indebted 
to, which he believed had considerable bearing on this 
aut^ect. ** The powers ddegated by the proposed Consti- 
tution, to the Federal Government, are few and defined ; 
those which are to remain in the State Oorernments, are 
numerous and indefinite: the former will be exercised 
principally on external oqectf, as war, peace, negotia- 
tion, and foreign commerce, with which^ast the powers 
of taxation wlil, for the most part, be connected. The 
powers reserved to the several States will extend to all 
the ol\iects, which In the ordinary course of affairs con- 
cern the lives, liberties, and properties of the people, and 
the internal order, improvement, and pro8p«rity of tiie 
6tate.*' The applicability of this doctrine to the question 
ander consideration was so obvious, that, he would not 
dotiUn the House to give examples, but leave it for gentle- 
men to make the application. 

Mr. Scott believed, that the practice under the Oonsti- 
lution had been different from that now contended for 
bj gentlemen ; he was unapprised of an^y similar provi- 
■ion having ever been made, or attempted to be made, in 
relation to any other new State heretofore admitted. The 
argument drawn from the States formed out of the Terri- 
tory northwest of the river Ohio, he did not consider as 
Analogous ; that restriction, if any, was imposed in pur- 
Mance of a compact, and only, so far as Congress could 
do, carried into effect the disposition of Virginia in refe* 
rence to a part of her own original Territory, and was, 
in every respect, more Just, because that provision was 
■iAde and published to the world at a time when but few, 
If any, settlements were formed within that tract of coun- 
try : and the children of those people of color belonging 
to the inhabitants then there, have been, and still were, 
beld in bondage, and were not firee at a given age, as was 
•ontemplated by the amendment under consideration ; nor 
did he doubt but that it was competent for any of those 
States admitted in pursuance of the Ordinance of '87, to 
call a Convention, and so to alter their Constitution as 
to allow the introduction of slaves. If they thought pro- 
per to do so. To those genUemen who had in their argu- 
ment, in support of the amendments, adverted to the In- 
stance where Congress had, by the law authorising the 
people of Louisiana to form a Constitution and State 
Oovernment, exercised the power of imposing the terms 
and conditions on which they should be permitted to do 
•o, he would recommend a careftil examination and com- 
parison of those terms with the Constitution of the 
Unitei States, when, he doubted not, they would be con- 
Tinced that these restrictions were only such as were in 
6X|)ffes8 and positive language defined in the latter instru- 
■Irument, and would have been equally binding on the 
people of Louisiana had they not been enumerated in the 
law giving them autiiority to form a Constitution for 
themselves. 

Mr. S. said, he considered the contemplated conditions 
and restrictions, contained in the proposed amendments, 
to be unconstitutional and unwarrantable, Arom the pro- 
visions of the Treaty of CeMion, by the third article of 
which it was stipulated, tiiat ** the inhabitants of the 
eeded Territory shall be incorporated in the Union of the 
United States, and admitted, as soun as possible, accord- 
ing to the principles of the Federal Constitution, to the 
wjoyinent of all the rights, advantages, and immunities 
of citiaens of the United States, and, in the mean time, 
they shall be maintained and protected in the free e^joy- 
ment of their liberty, property, and the religion which 
Iher profess.*^ 

The people were not left to the wayward discretion of 
this or any other government, by saying that they map 
be inysorporaUd in the Union. The language was differ- 
ent and imperative: **M«y 9haU b§ inoorparaUd,** 
Mr. Scott understood by the term {noorparaUd^ that 
they were to form a constituent part of this republic ; 
that they were to become Joint partners in the character 
•ad councils of the country, and in the national losses 
•ai aational gains; as a Territory they were not an es- 
•tntial part of the Government ; they were a mere pro- 
Tince, subject to the acts and regulations of the General 
Government in all cases whatsoever. As a Territory, they 
had not all the righU^ adpantaget and immunmet^ of 
oltiiens of the United States. Mr. S. himself furnished an 
example, tiiat, in their present condition, they had not all 
the rights of the other citiaens of the Union. Had he a vote 
in this House? and yet these people were, during the war, 
ttthject to certain taxes imposed by Congress. Had those 
people any voice to give in the imposition of taxes to 
which they were sul^ject, or in the disposition of the 
Aands of the nation, and particularly those arising from 
the sales of the public lands, te which they already had, 
and still would largely contribute? Had Uiey a voice to 
give in selectiogthe officers of this Governmenti or many 



of their own ? In short. In what had they equal H^Mt. 
advarUagea and immuniU*'8, with the other eitisens of 
the United States, but in the privilege to submit to a pro- 
crastination of their riglit», and in the advantage to sub- 
scribe to your Iawf>, your rule*, your taxes, and your 
powers, even without a hearing ? Those people were alw 
** to be admitted into the Union as soon as possiUe.** 
Mr. Scott would infer from this expression, tliat it wastlie 
understanding of the parties, that so soon as any portion 
of the Territory, of sufficient extent to form a State, 
should contain the number of inhabitants required by law 
to entitie them to a representative on tho floor of this 
House, that they then had the right to make the call for 
admission, and this admission, when made, was to be, not 
on conditions that gentlemen might deem expedient, not 
on conditions referable to future political view*, not on 
conditions that the Constitution the people sliould form 
should contain a clause that would particularly open the 
door for emigration ft'om the North or from the South, 
Dot on condition that the future population of the State 
should come firom a Slaveholding or Non-Slaveholdinfr 
State, ** but aocording to thepHncipUi qf the FedertU 
ConatUuHon,^ and none other. 

Mr. Scott had trusted that gentlemen who professed to 
be actuated by motives of humanity and principle would 
not encourage a course of dissimulation, or, by any vote 
of theirs, render it necessary for the eitisens of Missouri 
to act equivocally to obtain their rights. He was nnwiU- 
Ing to believe, that political views sione led gentlemen on 
this or any oUiet occasion ; but, from the lang;uage of the 
member firom New-Tork (Mr. Taylor), he was compelled 
to suspect that they had their influence upon him. That 
gentlemen has told us, that if ever he left his present te^ 
sidence, It would be for Illinois or Missouri ; at all events, 
he wished to send out his brothers and his sons. Mr. Scott 
begged that gentleman to relieve him firom the awftd ap- 
prehension excited by the prospect of this accession of 
population. He hoped the House would excuse him whUe 
he stated, that he did not desire that gentieman, his sons, 
or his brothers, in that land of brave, noble, and inde- 
pendent freemen. The member says that the latitude \a 
too far North to admit of Slavery there. Would the 
gentleman cast his eye on the map before him, he would 
there see, that a part of Kentucky, Virginia, and Mary- 
land, were as far North as the Northern boundary o( the 
proposed State of Missouri. Mr. Scott would thwok the 
gentieman if he would condescend to tell him what pre- 
cise line of latitude suited his conscience, his humanity, 
or his political views, on this sul^ecU Could that mera-^ 
her be serious, when he made the parallel of latitude the?* 
measure of his good-will to those unfortunate blacks f 
Or was he trying how far he could go \a fallacious argu- 
ment and absurdity, without creatiiur one blush even on 
his owncheek, for inconsistency? What, starve the ne- 
groes out, pen them up in the swamps and morasses, con- 
fine them to Southern latitudes, to long, scorching days 
of labor and fatigue, until the race becomes extin^ that 
the fair land of Missouri may be tenanted by that gentle- 
man, his brothers, and sons ? He expected flrom the ma- 
jority of the House a more liberal polity, and better evi- 
dence that they really were actuated by htmiane motives. 

The House bill, thus passed, reached tbe 

Senate, February 17th, when it was read twice 

and sent to a Select Committee already raised 

on a like application from Alabama, consisting of 

Messrs. Talt, of Georgia ; Morrow, of Ohio ; Williams, of 
Mississippi ; Edwards, of Illinois ; Williams, of Tennessee. 

On the 22nd, Mr. Tait, from this Committee, 
reported the bill with amendments, striking out 
the Anti-Slavery restrictions inserted by the 
House. This bill was taken up in Committee of 
the Whole, on the 27th, when Mr. Wilson of 
New-Jersey moved its postponement to the 5th 
of March — that is, to the end of tbe sesnon^** 
negatived : Yeas 14 ; Nays 23. 

The Senate then proceeded to vote on agree- 
ing to the amendments reported by the Select 
Committee, viis. : 1, to strike out of the Houae 
bill the following : 

And that ail children of slaves bom within the said 
State, after the admission thereof into the Union, shaB 
be Free, but may be held to lervice until the age of 
' twenty-one years. 

Which was stricken out iJy the following rote . 

Teae—Affalnst the JieetricUon—21. Ifave—Iif^ 
the ReetHcHon—t, 
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Tba Senate then proceeded to vote on the 
rMidue of the House Restriction, as follows : 

Aftd profiidtd alao^ That the further Introduollon of 
^rtry or inroluntary senritude be prohibited, except 
for the punishment of crimes, whereof the party ahaU 
bav^ been duly conrlcted. 

The TOte on this clause was as follows : 

Yaat^For striking <mt (K€B49tricii<m'^^&, J^ay 
'm^f/aiiMt striking out i— 16. 

The bill thus amended was ordered to be en- 
grossed, and was (Harch 2nd-<-Ia8t day but one 
ojr tb« Session) read a third time, and passed 
without a division. The bill was on that dav 
returned to the House, and the amendments of 
t|i0 Senate read : whereupon, Mr. Tallmadge, of 
|9ew»Tork, morcd that the bill be postponed 
indefinitely. Teas 69 ; Nays 74. 

(The record showi hardly a yote changed ft-om Tea, on 
ttw original passage of the Restriction, to Kay now, but 
WMMj ■Mmbers vrtio voted then were now absent or 

The Tote was then taken on concurring in 
the Senate's amendments, as aforesaid, and the 
Hqnse refused to coxicur ; Teas 76 ; Nays 78. 

fBardly a vote dianged ; bat more members Toilng 
than on the previous division, and less than wbea the 
Eaptrlctton was carried.] 

The bill was now returned to the Senate, wiib 
• message of non-concurrence ; when Mr. Tait 
moved that the Senate adhere to its amendment, 
which was carried without a division. The bill 
bluing thus remanded to the House, Mr. Taylor, 
•IT New-Tork, moved that the House adhere to 
its disagreement, which prevailed. Teas 78 ; 
Nays 66. So the biU m11 between the two 
Souses, and was lost 

The Southern portion of the then Territory 
of Missouri (organized by separation from 
Louisiana in 1812) was excluded from the pro- 
posed State of Missouri, and organized as a 
seMrate Territory, entitled Arkansas. 

The bill being under consideration, Mr. Tay- 
lor, of New-Tone, moved that the foregoing re- 
striction be applied to it also ; and the clause, 
{proposing that slaves bom therein after the 
passage of this act be free at twenty-five years 
of age, was carried (February 17 th) by 75 Teas 
U> 78 Nays; but that providing against the 
tother introduction of ^aves was lost ; Teas 
70; Nays 71. The next day, the clause just 
Udopted was stricken out, and the bill ultimately 
passed without any allusion to Slavery. Ar- 
kansas of course became a Slave Territory, and 
ultimately (1836) a Slave State. 

TBS SIOOND MISSOURI STSUOGUS. 

A new Congress assembled on the 6th of 
Peoeraber, 1819. Mr. CitLj was again chosen 
Speaker. On the 8th, Mr. Scott, delegate from 
Missouri, moved that the memorial of her Ter- 
ritorial Legislature, as also of several citizens, 
praying her admission into the Union as a State, 
be referred to a Select Committee ; carried, 
and Messrs. Scott, of Missouri, Robertson, of 
Kentucky, Terrell, of Georgia, Strother, of Yir^ 
einia, and De Witt, of New-Tork, (all' but the 
uist from the Slave region,) were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Strong, of New-Tork, that day gave 
notice of a bill ** To prohibit the further exten- 
sion of Slavery in the United States.*' 



On the 14th, Mr. Taylor, of New-Tork, moved 
a Select Committee on this subject, which was- 
granted ; and the mover, with Messrs. Liver- 
more, of New-Hampshire, Barbour, (P. P.) of 
Virginia, Lowndes, of South-Carolina, Fuller, oC 
Massachusetts, Hardin, of Kentucky, and Cuth 
bert,.of Georgia, were appointed such committee, 
A majority of this Committee being Pro-Slavery, 
Mr. Taylor could do nothing ; and on the 28th 
the Committee was, on motion, discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. 

On the same day, Mr. Taylor moved : 

That a Oommittee be appointed with instructions to 
report a bill prohibiting tlie fdrthier admission of slave* 
into the Territoriee of the United States West of the river 
Mississippi. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Maryland, this 
resolve was sent to the Committee of the Whole, 
and made a special order for January 10th; 
but it was not taken up, and appears to have 
slept the sleep of death. 

In the Senate, the memorial of the Missouri 

Territorial Legislature, asking admission as a 

State, was presented by Mr. Smith, of South* 

Carolina, December 29th, and referred to the 

Judiciary Committee, which consisted of 

Meesvi. Smith,of South Carolina ; teake, of Bfisslssippi ; 
BorriU, of Khode Inland ; Logan, of Kentucky ; Otb of 
Hasaacbttsetts. 

DANIIL WXB8TKB ON 8LAVIBT EXTENSION. 

. The following is extracted from the *'' Memor- 
ial to the Congress of the United States, on the 
subject of restraining the increase of Slavery in 
New States to be admitted into the Union," in 
pursuance of a vote of the inhabitants of Boston 
and its vicinity, assembled at the State House 
on the Sd of December, 1819, which was 
drawn up by Daniel Webster, and signed by 
himself, George Blake, Josiah Quincy, James 
T. Austin, etc. It is inserted here instead of 
the resolves of the various New England Legis- 
latures, as a fuller and clearer statement of the 
views of the great body of the people of thai 
section during the pendency of the Missouri 
question : 

**1CEM0IIIAL 

To the Ssnat& and Houss of BspresenUitioss qf $ks 
Un4M Statss^-in Congress asssnibled : 

The undersigned, InhaUtante of Boston and its 
Vidnity, beg leave most respectfully and humbly to repre^ 
sent : That the question of the introduction of Slavenr 
inter the new States to be formed on Uie west side of the 
Mississippi River, appears to them to be a question of 
the last importance to the Aiture welfare of the United 
StatesL If the progress of this great evil is ever to be 
arrested, it seems to the undersigned that this is the time 
to arrest it. A false step taken now, cannot be retraced; 
and it appears to us that the happiness of unborn milUoi* 
resta on tuie measure wblch Congress on this oocas^ 
may adopt. Considering this as no local question, nor a 
question to be decided by a temporary expediency, bat 
as involving great interests of the whole United StateiL 
and aA)Cting deeply and essentially those oliijects or 
common defense, general welfare, and the perpetuation 
of the blessings of liberty, fbr which the Constitution it* 
sdf was formed, we hare presumed, in this way. to (^for 
our senUments and express our witfies to the National 
Legislature. And, as various reasons have been sugw 
gested against prohibiting Slavery in the new States, it 
may perhaps be parroitted to us to state our reasons, 
both for believing that Congress possesses the Constltu* 
tional power to make such prohibition a condition, on 
the admission of a new State into the Union, and that It 
is Just and proper that they should exercise that power. 

** And in the first place, as to the Constitutional aa* 
tboritj of Congress. The OoQstttuttoa of the Uatta* 
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Btat«i hafi ileclansil that " CongreM ahitll hare power to 
dbp<iM! uf and make all nvetiful rule* and n^ulatlon* re- 
ffpecting the Territory or other propeny belotigingto the 
UuiteU Stales: ami uothlng in thU Conntitutlon shall be 
so construed as to prejudice the claims of the United 
States or of any particular S:ate.*' It is very well known, 
that tlie saving in this clause of the claims of any par- 
ticular Srate, whs designed to apply to claims by the then 
czisiing btateSf of territory which was also claimed by 
the United Stated as their own property. It has, there- 
fore, no bearing on the pre>ent question. The power, 
then, of Congress over its own Territories, is, by the very 
terms of the Constitution, unlimited. It may make all 
** needful rules and regulations," which of course include 
all such regulaiion!^ as its own views of policy or expedi- 
ency shall, from tiuie to time, dictate If, therefore, in 
ha Judgment it be needful for ttie benefit of* Territory to 
enact a prohibition of Slavery, it would seem to b« as 
mnA within its power of Legislation as any other act of 
local policy. Its sovereignty being complete and anl- 
▼ersal as to tlie Territory, it may exercise over it the 
most ample Jurisdiction in every respect. It possesses. 
In this view, all the authority which any Bute Leglsla- 
tare possesses over its own Territory ; and if any dtate 
Legislature may, in its discretion, abolish or proldbit 
Slavery within its own limits, In virtue of its general 
L<^islative authority, for the same reason Oongreas also 
may exercise the like authority over its own Territories. 
And that a State Legislature, unless restrained by some 
Oonstitutlonal provision, may so do, is unquestionable, 
and has been established by general practice. .... 

If the constitutional power of Oongress to make the 
proposed prohibition be satisfactorily shown, the JtisUce 
and policy of such prohibition seem to the undersigned 
to be supported by plain and strong reasons. The per- 
mission of Slavery in a new State, necessarily draws after 
It an extension of that Inequality of representation, 
which already exists in regard to the original States. 
It cannot be expected that tliose of the original States, 
Idiich do not hold slaves, can look on such an extension 
as being politically Just. As between the original States 
the representation rests on compact and plight«d faith ; 
and your memorialists have no wish tliat that compact 
•honid be disturbed, or that plighted faith in the slightest 
dwree violated. But the subject assumes an entirely 
dijferent character, when a new State proposes to be ad- 
mitted. With her there is no compact, and no faith 
Eighted ; and where is the reason that she could come 
to the Union with more than an equai share of political 
importance and political power? Already the ratio of 
representation, est abfished by the Oonstitution, has given 
to the States holding slaves twenty members of the Uouse 
of Bepresentatives more than the/ would have been en- 
titled to, except under the particalar provision of the 
Constitution. In all probability, this number will be 
doubled in thirty years. Under these circumstances, we 
deem it not an unreasonable expectation that tlie Inhabi- 
tants of liissonri should propose to come into the Union, 
renouncing the right in que^on, and establishing a 
Oonstitution prohibiting it forever. Without dwelling on 
this topic, we have still thought it otir duty to present it 
to the consideration of Oongress. We present it with a 
deep and earnest feeling of its importance, and we re- 
■pectfully solicit for it the full consideration of the Na« 
tional Legislature. 

Tour memorialists were not without the hope that the 
time had at length arrived when the inconvenience and the 
danger of this description of population had become appa* 
rent in all parts of this country and in all parts of the civil- 
laed world. It might have been hoped that the new States 
themselves would have had such a view of their own per- 
manent interests and prosperity as would have led them 
to prohibit its extension and increase. The wonderftil in- 
erease and prosperity of the Sutes north of the Ohio is un- 
questionably to be ascribed, in a great measure, to the ooo> 
sequences of the ordinance of 1787 ; and few, indeed, are 
the occasions, in the history of nations, in which so much 
dan be done, by a single act, for the bMeneflt of future 
fenerations, as was done by that ordinance, and as may 
now be done bv the Congress of the United States. We 
appeal to the justice and to the wisdom of the National 
&mncils to prevent the farther progress of a great and 
serious evil. We appeal to those who look forward to the 
remote consequences of their measures, and who cannot 
balance a temporary or trifling inconvenience, if there 
were such, against a permanent, growing, and desolating 
tvlL We cannot forbear to remind the two Uounes of 
Congress that the early and decisive measures adopted 
ky the American Government for tlie abolition of the 
slave-trade, are among the proudest memorials of our 
nation's glory. That Slavery was ever tolerated in Uie 
Republic is, as yet, to be attributed to the policy of an- 
Government. No imputation, thus far, rests on 



any portion of the American ConfMeracy. The Iflstonrl 
Territory is a new country. If its extensive and fertllt 
field shall be opened as a market fur slaves, the Govern- 
ment will seeia to become a party to a tru&c which, la 
so many acts, through so many years, it has denounced as 
impolitic, unchristian, inhuman. To enact laws to pun- 
, ish the traffic, and, at the same time, to tempt cupldi^ 
■ and avarice by the' allurements of an Insatiable mariceti 
. is inconsistent and irreconcilable. Governmeut, by sa^ 
a course, would only defeat its own purposes, and render 
: nugatory its own measures. Nor can the laws derivt 
' support Arom tiie manners of the people, if the power of 
moral sentiment be weakened by oAJoying, under the per- 
mission of Government, great facilities to commit 0^ 
fenses. The laws of the United States have denoimc^ 
heavy penalties against the trafllc in slaves, because sneh 
traflic is deemed ui^ust and inhuman. We appeal to the 
spirit of these laws. We appeal to thisjustice and human- 
ity. We ask her whether they ougl it not to operate, on the 
present occasion, with all their force f We have a stronf 
feeling of the ioijustice of any toleration of Slavery. Cbw 
cumstances have entailed it on a portion of oar commiml- 
ty, which cannot be immediately relieved from it wlthoul 
consequences more iqjuriotu than the sufiiering of the erllL 
But to permit it in a new country, where yet no habits art 
formed which render it indispensable, what is it, but to en- 
courage that rapacity, and fraud and violence, against 
which we have so long pointed tiie denunciations of our 
penal code f What is it, but to tarnish the proud fkme of 
the country f What is it, but to throw suspicion on its good 
fkith, and to render questionable all its professions of r^ 
gard (br the rifrtits of humanity and the liberties of man- 
kind f 

As inhabitants of a free country— as citiiens of a 
great and rising Bepublio-«s members of a Christian 
community— as living In a liberal and enlightened ags, 
and as feeling ourselves called upon by the dictates of r^ 
ligion and humanity, we have presumed to offer our senti- 
ments to Congress on tiiis question, with a solicitude fbr the 
event Car beyond what a common occasion could Inspire:* 

Instead of reprintiDg the Speeches elicited by 
this fruitful theme, which must necesa&rilj, to 
a great extent, be a mere reproduction of ideas 
expressed in the debate of the last sessiow, 
already giren, we here insert the ResoWes of 
the Legislatures of New- York, New-Jersey, 
Pennsvlvania, Delaware and Kentuckv — the first 
three being unanimous expressions in favor of 
Slavery Restriction ; the fourth, from a SlaTe 
State, also in favor of such Restriction, thoagb 
probably not unanimously agreed to by tht 
Legislature; the last against Restriction, and 
also (we presume) unanimous. The Legisbitarei 
of the Free Slates were generally imanimooa for 
Restriction ; those of the Slave States (Dela- 
ware excepted) against it. It is not deemed 
necessary to print more than the following : 

NEW-TORK. 

State of New-York, in Assembly, Jan. 17, 1820 : 
Whereat^ The inhibiting the f^irther extension of 
Slavery in these United States is a sul\ject of deep concern 
among the people of this State ; and whereas we coiMider 
Slavery as an evil much to be deplored ; and tiiat every 
constitutional barrier should be mtenioeed to prevent ito 
f^irther extension ; and that the Constitution of the United 
States clearly gives C<>neTess the right to require of new 
States, not comprised within the original boundaries of 
these United States, the pn^bition of Slavery, as a oondV 
tionof its admission into the Caion: Therefore, 

BMtdved (if the honorable the Senate concur hereinV 
That our Senators be Instructed, and our Representative 
in Congress be requested, to oppose the admission as a 
State into the Union, any territory not comprised as afore- 
said, without making the prohibition of Slavery therein an 
indispensalde condition of admission ; therefore, 

Reaolted^ Tliat measures be taken by the clerks of 
the Senate and Assembly of this State, to transmit oo|4ea 
of the preceding resolutions to each of our Senaton and 
Representatives in Congrc 



(Unanimously concurred in by ^he Senate.) 
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xsw-jiMcr. 



Jaumary 14U, 18Ml f 

Mr. Wilson, of N. J,, communicated the fol- 
lowlog Re«oliiiiODs or the Legislature of the 
Btate of New JoPBey, which weri read : 
Wlitnat, A BUI li DOW depcndlni In the Cc 



ted Su.Ua, an the ippUBUlon St the pea^e In the 
rj ot MlHourl for Itie adodiilitii of Ifaat Tenitoir 



■^tnU HUfgr; In nidi propoMd BUta, sad a qsaMlOD It 
Mda iQioa the right aod expedlBD^ ofncfajpnTlitoB, 

Rh lepreeentatltei of Uw people of l)*w-J«i*n, 
la LefbUtlTe CoudcQ ud Oenenl Anamblj «f the 



L nf A) rtaolvi and declare. That the (urthi- 
■dMlHlBD of lenltotlei IdIo the UdIod, wllhoDt leatilo- 
Hob of ei*T*r}, mrald. In tbelF apimoD, eamitlaUT In- 
pair Iba tUitot thk and other exliUng Statea lo eqoal 
npiauilatli» In Cangroe (a il^t at tlu ImnuUtlDD af 
tba poUileal nirpaet), Inanimch ai taah nmrlv-admlttad 
daTaboldiQg tttatca would bo rcproeated on ue ba^ oT 
Aafa' liar* popalatltn ; a conceMleii uada at the bnaa- 
Itoa of the CoanltDtlon In fanr ot the then txtaOnc 
Kale*, but oertr Mlpnlatad f« dbw Statat, nor to b* In- 
brrad trom anr arUcla or clauie Id that hulnunan' 

I SttelHd, That to adniJI the Terrlloirot UI 

*> • Staw hito the Fnlon, wUhoM proUbWai Blaterj 
Ibar^ weald, In ttae opIoloD of the repreienlatlTea of the 
penpli e( Ktm-imtj afarculd, be dd loa than to eano- 
tloa lUairat polltlcat and moral erll, runilih the reidj 

Pitniti aUIhe dangen, crimae, and pemlclou effcel* el 
■ameaUe bondage. 

S. SaecAwI, Ai tba oplDloa at tht BepruentatlTei 
■Bliwald, That iDaiDineh la no Itnttorr bae a rMit to 
baailailtted liitoibc Union, but od the prlndpleeol Ibe 
•Meral OanaKiatlon, aad inglj bj a Uw of CwgnH, eon- 
HDttng ibereio nn tbe part of Uh eitMIng Blatei, Con- 
paai max rlghlfully, andodghtto rerun nab 1air,UDlBb 
apont<areiBanableiiDd]uUoandltloni,aiBentedlDOBIbe 
pan or the iMqrti: irpl/lag to beconu one of tbe llutn. 

4. StKlvd, In ibe oirinlon of the RepreeentaUTea 



OonireM bare a dear right \o refUae Uie ailnilaaloQ of a 
TarrilorytDta Ibe DulDn.bjr the lenne of tbe Conitltu- 
llOB, tbaj aiiabi. Id Uie preacDt caaa. to aiarcla* that ab. 
aalala dlacnUsn Id onttr to preaerTB the poUtleal rigbu 

Oaatf dl vase and muklplitd la1ae£IT^ wbleb muat enwe 
frofa ooneeding tt, aa a Diatter of right, In the Immeoee 



ft* OoTeTDOi of ihla Aataba raquaatad 
af the foregoing rceoLr" — " """*" "' 
loKnotaUTM of Ihl 
MriBtaiea. 



each of the Seoalon 



lUetmbT IIM, 18l>. \ 
X motion wag made bj Hr. Duace and Ur. 
Tbaokata, and read aa follows i 

nn ieaaleaad Houeot BepreHntatlTceorthiCom- 

BOBDMllh of FaDDirlraaim, whila the; shtrlib the right 
of the IndlTldua] Btatce to rjtprtia their cplnloD npcD all 

are awarr that lia uiofulnfaa mnat Id a groat dagree iv- 

Cebare thatllie rli^onght notio be rceon«d to'upnn 
kiilal >sh|e«i or BnlniponaTil oscaalDni; buIUief are 



la anient]; anpponed li 



the laal Congreee of the UDltad BUtei, and tUI prohablp 

bodj, wblch bae a paJpable lendeDor la Impair the polity 

Bur Lhe KciaJ happlnoia of the preaaat and fulnre geo^ 
ratloDt; which. If adopted, would impede Ihe march of 



When 



caDOoD 



Blnetcentb ceDtvrr, tbt eeieral Butee are InTokad bj lb* 
dntr whiob Iher ewe to tbal>(li]r, tn lb* reneratlon whkh 
tbe; entertalD for the mamarr ot the foiiDden ot the B*> 
public, asd br a t*Ddar regard tor poeierit;, t« ptotaM 
ag^nat lie adoption, ID rduM to earenani wlib ciIb^ 
._. ._ -^ . __ — .. ..._. iiresdy hai^ 1b 



awful bodhigOTtt 10 larg* a ponton at Hie Uulan. 

Nor can meh a proMtt be Miiend bf an/ Slate ■!•> 
graatac pvoprletj Ihan by PeDmrlTaDla. Tbia Oomraom- 
wealth ha! a* Meradly Teepeattd the rlgbia af otbw 
gtataiaalthaabnngantulor lu own; Itbu hunt >!>■ 
tavarlaUa alnt of th* people of PennijlTai 
to tba unlnrae, bj tbalr example, the i 
Ueaeiin of drll and rellgtou fnadem ; a 
prida uiat thv hara baen at all Umeatbe pt»uu>i»i>iB 
catea at Iboee hnproTementa and charlila among men 
wbloh are lo well calculated to enable them lo aniwer tha 
porpoHaot thebr Orcatorj and aboTeall, 1)ityDia;b0Bit 
ihal thej were roremeal In lamoTbig tbe pollulion ot Hf 

U, Indeed, lbs meantre, agalnit which FcDDryl^anla 
coDilderi It her datT to ralie her voice, vera calcoiatrd 
to abiidga any of uie rlghta guaranteed to The fereral 
State! ; ir, ediouaaa aaTer; li, It waipropoteillohaateB 
lu txllDcUoD bT maana InJnrlDiia to Uie Stalea upon whlob 

the Bnt to Inalal npon a uored abeerTince of the OddKi- 






Uih a RepabUcao It 



. lerrllerr hae no right, Inboent or acquired^ each aa 
liou gtaiaa peeieieed whieh eaiabilihed the aiUtlDg Con. 
tiiDtion. When tbaiOoDiUtuUoDwai framed InSepiem- 
er, IT^T, the GODceialoa that ItaTefrflllhaor the il area Id 

reel, could not have been Inlended to emhrace rcgiooi 
I that lima held bf a foreign power. Od Ihe oonlrarx, 
' — - —'re the Oongrraa gf ii*-' ■^--»" *'■--■.-- ■---- 




^ ", a^H eatd 



6S 
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that M t]M fkirther introduoUoD of SUvery or involuntary 
■f nrltttde, except for the panishmfiii of crimee wher«K>f 
the p»ny •hall have been daljr convieted, ihall be pro- 
htbiied ; and that all children bom within the said Ter> 
ritory. after its admiasion into the Onion as a State, shall 
be ttt^t but may be held to service until the age of twenty- 
firw years.** 

Re$olie^^ That the Goremor be, and he is hereby, re- 
quesred to CHUice a copy cif the foregoing preamble and 
resolution to be tranrmitttd (o eaeh of Vcn Senators and 
Represeuttttlvtut of this State in the Cungresa of tlie Unitad 

8r'»iet. 
Laid on the table. 

TauaaiuT, i>MM»5«r 16, 1819. 

Agreeably to the order ef ftha day, tha House reeumed 
Om oondderatlon of the resolutiona postponed on the 
Idth Uttk, reiativa to preventing tht introduction of 
fltovery uto States hereafter to be admitted Into the 
Cnion. And on the question, " Will the Housa agree to 
Che resolution ?" the Teaa and Nayi wara required by 
Mr. RandaU and Mr. Souder, and stoed-oTeae 74-^64 
Damoorats, iO FederaUsU); Nayt nofM. Among tha. 
Taas were David R. Porter, late Governor, Joslah Ran- 
dall of Philadelphia, late Whig, now a leading Demoerat^ 
WUUam WUkins, late mlnbUir to Russia, bUqc In the 
ftata Senate. Dr. Daniel Sturgeon, late tJ. S. Senator, 
•bo., eta. William Duane, editor of 7%a Aurora, then 
the Demooratio organ, alao voted for tha resolutiona, u 
he had prominently advocated tha principle they 



The Senate nnanimonsly oonourred, aiyd th« Rwolvee 
signed by Gov. WUUam Undlay. 

DKLAWARE. 

In Senate of the United States, early in 1820, 
Mr. Van Dyke commuDicated the following 
ResolntionB of the Legislature of the State of 
Delaware, which were read : 

Bsaolvtd, by the Senate and House of Representativei 
of the State of Delaware, in Gener^ Assembly met: 
That it li| in the opinion of this General Assembly, Uia 
constitutional right of the United States, in Congress 
assembled, to enact and eatabliah, as one of the condi- 
W>ns for tha adndssion of a new State into the Union, a 
provision which shall effectually prevent the further 
Uttrodnotion of Slavery into such State; and that a due 
r^ard to the true interests of such State, as well as of 
the other States, require that the same should be done. 

MMolvid, That a copy of the above and forgoing 
resolution be transmitted, by the fitoeaker of the 
Senate, to each of the Senatwa and Representatires 
teoax this State in the Giongress of tha United S^ktes. 

KIKTUCKT. 

In Senate, January 24th, 1820, Mr. Logan 
communicated the following preamble and Re- 
solutions of the Legislature of the State, of 
Kentucky, which were read : 

JThsrea^ The Constitution of tha United SUtes pro- 
vides for the admission of new States into the Union, and 
U is Just and proper that all such States should be estab- 
lished upon the footing of original States, with a view 
to the preservation of State Sovereignty, the prosperity 
of such new State, and the good of their citisens ; and 
whereas^ successful attempts have been heretofore 
snade, and are now making, to prevent the People of the 
Tarritory of Missouri firam being admitted into the Vnlm 
as a State, unless trammeled by rules and regulations 
whidi do not exist in the original States, particularly in 
relation to the toleration of Slavery. 

IF^srsos, also, if Congress can thus trammd <Mr 
control the powers of a Territory in the formation of a 
State government, that body may, on the same principku. 
reduce its powers to little more than those possessed 
by the people of the DIstriet of Goiumbia, and whilst 
professing to make it a Sovereign State, may bind It in 
perpetual vassalage, and reduce it to the condition of a 
province; such State must necessarily become tha 
dependent of Congress, asldng such powers, and not the 
ludependent State, demanding rights. And tohereaa^ it 
is necessary, in preserving the State SovereigntieB in 
their present rights, that no new State should be sub- 
jected to this restriction, any more than an eld one, and 
that there can be uo reason or justice why it should not 
be entitled to the same privileges, wbeu it is bound to 
bear all the burdens and taxes laid upon it by Congress. 

In passing the following resolution, the General 
Assembly refrains fh>m expressing any opinion either in 
Ckvor or against the principles of Slavery ; but to sm^ 



port and maintain State rights, which it c^ncetTSS 
sary to be supported and maintained, to presanra the 
liberties of the firaa peopla of these United States, II 
AVOWS iu solemn eonviction, that the States alraadf 
confederated nndtf one common Constitution, have nol 
a right to deprive new SUtes of equal privllsffes wtth 
themsdves. Thereft»re, 

R^oleed^ by th% General Assembly of the Oommoa* 
wealth of Kentucky, That the Senators in Ck>ngress from 
this State be instructed, and the RepresentatiTes kt 
reqaeeted, to ose their effbrto to procure the psssaftof jki 
law to admit the people of Missouri into the Union, as a,. 
Stats,, whether those peopU will sanction Slavscy by 
their Gonstitatioa or not. 

JZesotosd, That the Kxeeatlve of this Comnonweattk 
be requested to transmit tUsResolution to the SsMtSM 
and Representatives of this State in Congress, thai Hr 
may be laid before that body for its consideration. 

The bill authorising Missouri to form a cob- . 
stitution, etc.. came up in the House as. %, 
special order, Jan. 24th. Mr. Taylor, of N. T^ 
moTed that it be postponed for one week;. 
Lost: Teaa 87; Kajs 88. Whereufion thA. 
House adjourned. It was considered in cnx^r 
mittee the next day, as also on the 26th aii4 
80th, and thence <iebated daily until the 19tb 
of February, when a bill came down from tlM 
Senate " to admit the State of Maine into th» 
Union,** but with a lider authoiizing the peopla 
of Missouri to form a State Ckinstitution, etc^ 
without restrio^n on the subiect of Slarery. 

The House, very early in the session, passed 

a bill providing for the admission of Msine as a 

State. This bill came to the Senate, aid waa 

sent to its Judiciary Committee aforesaid, which 

amended it by addling a proyision for MiBSoari M 

aboye. After aeyeru days* debate in Senate, Mb. 

Robert**, of Pa., moved to recommit, so as to - 

strike out all but the admission of Maine ; which 

was defeated (Jan. 14th, 1820)— Tesa 18; K»y» 

2$. Hereupon Mr. Thoma.", of Hi., (who voted 

with the majority, as uuitbniilv s^iist anj 

restrictioa on Miasouri) guye notice thai hm 

should 

*" asic leave to bring a bm to prohibit the introdoctlosi 
of Slavery into 1h6 TsrrilariM qf the DMUd Statm 
yorth and Wni qf ths contemplated StaU ^ Jfi^ 
tourt ;»' 

— which he accordingly did on the 19th ; when 
it was read and ordered to a third reading. 

[NoTii.-^^reat eonfbsien and mlsoonceptioa eadsCs 9m 
tha pttblie mind with regard to the " Missovri Bsstri» 
tloo,^ two totally dlfl)R«nt propositions being caUed by 
that name. The original Restriction, which Mr. Olep 
vehemently opposed, and Mr. Jefferson in a lettw 
characterised as a ** lircbeli in the night," oontemplataA 
the limitation of Slavery in its exclusion firom the AfllS 
o/Afifutouri, This was altlmately defeated, as we ahaA 
see. The second proposed Restriction was that of M^. 
Thorass, Just cited, which proposed the ezelaioa af 
Slavery, not ftrom the State of Missouri, hni/ifom |hs. 
Territoriee ^ths UMUd States IJorth and WeeiqfMk 
State. This proposition did not emanate from the 9^9^ 
nal Missouri Kestrictionists, but f. om their adversarlei, 
and was but reluctantly and partially accepted by the 
former.] 

The Maine admi&sion bill, with the proposed 
amendments, was discussed through eevvnl 
days, until, Feb. 16th. the question was takc» 
on the Judiciary Committee's ameudmenta 
(authorizing Missouri to form a State Gonstits* 
tion, and saying nothing of Slavery), which 
were adopted by the following vote : 
Fmm— Against the Restriction on Missouri, 88L 
[20 from Slave States ; 8 from Free States.] 
Nays— lor Restriction, tl. 
[19 from Free States; 2 from Delaware.] 
Mr. Thomas, of 111 , then proposed his amend- 



THS STRUOaU FOR SLiiTEBT RESTRICTIOir. 



aient, which, on the following day, he withdrew 
«iid sobetitnted the following : 

.JlKI ^ tf^yWrOar «iMk!^ Thftt In aU that Territory 
iidsd by franee to the United States under the name of 
LooMana which lies north of thirty-six degrees thirty 
■iintes north latitade, excepting only each part thereof 
aa litedaded within the limits of the State contemplated 
by tUs ael, Slavery and involontary serritade, otherwise 
than in the ponlshmoit of erime whereof the party shall 
hanra b«en dniy eonvioied, shall be and is hereby forever 
nroUMfced. /Vo9<(2«({a<toay», that any person escaping 
into the same, lh>m where labor or service Is lawftilly 
dafaned In any State or Territory of the United States, 
aaeh ftigltlve may be lawftiUy reclaimed and conveyed 
to tha ff'**'^ claiming his or her labor or service as 

Mr. Trimble, of Ohio, moved a substitute for 
this, somewhat altering the boundaries of the 
regions shielded from ^ayery, which was 
rdected: Yeas 20 (Northern); Nays 24 
(Soathem). 

The question then recurred on Hr. Thomases 
amendment, which was adopted, as follows : 

Teoi — For excluding Slavery from all the 
Territory North and West of Missouri : 



Brown of La., 
IlarrmofR.t, 
Dana of Ck>nn., 
IMekMrson of N. J., 
Xaton of Tenn., 
Bdwards of HI., 
Hors^ofDeL, 
Banter of R. L, 
Johnson of Ky., 
Johnson of La.. 



Mellen of Mass., 
tforrlUofN.H., 
Otis of Mass., 
Palmer of Yt., 
ParrottofN. H., 
Pinkney of Md., 
Roberts of Pa., 
Ruggles of Ohio, 
SanfordofN. T., 
Stokes of N. 0., 



Khig (Wm. R.) of Ala., Thomas of HI, 

Klng(Rafti8)ofN.T., Tichenor of Yt., 

Tianman of Conn., Trimble of Ohio, 

Leake of Miss., Yan Dyke of Del, 

Lowrle of Pa., Walker of Ala., 

Uoyd of Md., Williams of Tenn., 

Logan of Ey., WOson of N. J.~4k 

Nay — ^Against such Restriction : 

Baxbonr of Ya., Pleasants of Ya., 

miott of Oa., Smith (Wm.) of S. C 

Qaillard of a 0., Taylor of Ind., 

Macon of N. 0., Walker of Ga., 

NoUe of Ind., Williams of Miss.— 10. 

[It will here be seen that the Restriction ulti- 
mmly adopted — that excluding Shivery from 
an territory then owned by the United States 
North and West of the Southwest border of Uie 
State of Missouri — was proposed by an early and 
steadfiist opponent of the Restriction originally 
propoeed, relative to Slavery in the contem- 
plated State of Missouri, and was sustained by 
the TOtes of fourteen Senators from Slave States, 
ipclttding the Senators from Delaware, Mary- 
land, ]^ntucky, Tennessee, Alabama, and 
Lou&ana, with one vote each from North 
OaroKna and Mississippi. 

The current assumption that this Restriction 
was proposed by Rufus King, of New-Tork, and 
mainly sustained by the antagonists of Slavery 
Extension, is wholly mistaken. The truth, 
doubtless, is, that it was suggested by the more 
moderate opponents of the proposed Restriction 
on Missouri — and supported also by Senators 
from Stave States— as a means of overcoming 
the reiristance of the House to Slavery in Mis- 
souri. It was, in effect, an ofifer from the 
milder opponents of Slavery Restriction to the 
more moderate and flexible advocates of that 
Restriction — ** Let us have Slavery in Missouri, 
ind we will unite with you in excluding it from 
all the uninhabited territories North and West 
of that State.** It was in substance an agree- 
MBTlMtween the North and the South to that 



effect, though the more determined champions, 
whether of Slavery Extension or EOavery Re- 
striction, did not unite in it] 

The bill, thus amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading by the following 
vote: 

FecM— For the Missouri Bill : 



Messrs. Barbour of Ya., 
Brown of La., 
Eaton of Tenn., 
Edwards of IlL, 
Elliott of 6a., 
GaillardofS.a, 
Horsey of Del., 
Hunter of B. L, 
Johnson of Ky., 
Johnson of La., 
Khigof Ala., 
Leake of Miss., 



Lloyd of Md., 
Logan of Ky., 
ParrottofN H., 
Pinkney of Md., 
Pleasants of Ya., 
Stokes of N. OU 
Thomas of IlL, 
Yan Dyke of DeL, 
Walker of Ala., 
Walker of Ga., 
WiUiams of Miss., 
Williams of Tenxk-M. 



Nays — Against the Bill : 

Messrs. Burrill of R. L, Otis of Mass., 

Dana of Conn., Palmer of Yt., 

Dickenson of N. J., Roberts of Pa., 

King of N. T., Ruggles of Ohio, 

Lanman of Oonn., Sanford of N. T., 

Lowrie of P8», Smith of 8. C, 

Macon of N. 0., Taylor of Ind., 

Mellen of Mass., Tlchoior of Yt., 

Morrill of N. a, Trimble of Ohio., 

Noble of Ind., Wilson of N. J.--aO. 

The bill was thus passed (Feb. 18th) without 
further division, and sent to the House for con- 
currence. In the House, Mr. Thomas's amend- 
ment (as above) was at first rejected by both 
parties, and defeated by the strong vote of 159 
to 18. The Teas (to adopt) were, 

Messrs, Baldwin of Pa., Meech, of Yt., 

Bayly of Md., Mercer of Ya., 

Bloomfield of N. J., Qnarles ofKy., 

Oocke of Tenn., Ringgold of Md., 

Grafts of Yt., Shaw of Mass., 

Oulpq)per of N. 0., Sloan of Ohio , 

Kinsey of N. J., Smith of N. J., 

Lathrop of Mass., Smith of Md., 

UtUe of Md., T*r of Pa— 18. 

Prior to this vote, the House disagreed to 
the log-rolling of Maine and Missouri, into one 
bill by the strong vote of 98 to 72. [We do 
not give the Teas and Nays on this decision ; 
but the majority was composed of the repre- 
sentatives of the Free States with only four ex- 
ceptions ; and Mr. Louis McLane of Delaware, 
who was constrained by instructions from his 
legishiture. His colleague, Mr. Willard H^ 
did not vote.] 

The members from Free States who YOted 

with the South to keep Maine and Miraouri 

united in one bill were, 

Messrs. H. Baldwin of Pa^ Henry Meigs of N. T., 
Bloomfield of N. J., Henry Shaw of Mass., 

The House also disagreed to the remaining 
amendments of the Senate (striking out the re« 
striction on Slavery in Missouri) by the strong 
vote of 102 Teas to 68 Nays. 

[Nearly or quite every Representative of a 
Free State voted in the majority on this divisioni 
with the following from Slave States : 

Lovds MoLaae, DeL, Nelson, Md., 

Alney McLean, Ey. Trimblab Ey.] 

So the House rejected all the Senate's 
amendments, and returned the bill with a oor- 
respouding message. 

The Senate took up the bill on the 24th, and 
debated it tiU the 28Ui ; when, on a direct Yote, 
it was decided noi to recede from the attach* 
ment of Missouri to the Maine bill : Yeas 21 ; 
(19 from Free States and two from Delaware^ 



M 
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Nayi, 23; (20 fromSlaTe States with KeMra. 
Tajlor of lad., Edwardi and Thomafl of III) ^ 

The Senate also voted not to recede from iti 
ameodiueut prohibiting Siaverj west of Mis- 
soari, and north of 86° 80', north latitude. 
(For receding, 9 from Slave States, with Messrs. 
Noble and Taylor of Ind. : against it, 88--(22 
from Slave Slates, 11 from Free States.) The 
reoiaining amendments of the Senate were 
then insisted on without division, and the 
House notified accordingly. 

The bill was now returned to the House, 
which, on motion of Mr John W. Taylor of 
V, Y , voted to insist on its disagreement to all 
but Sec. 9 of the Senate's amendments, by Yeas 
97 to Nays 76 : (all but a purely sectional vote : 
Hugh Nelson of Ya. voting with the North; 
Baldwin of Pa., Bloomfield of N. J., and Shaw 
of Mass., voting with the South). 

Sec 9, (the Senate's ezeluuon of SUvery 
from the Territory north and west of Missouri) 
was also rejected— Yeas 160 ; Nays, 14, (much 
as before). The Senate thereupon (March 2nd) 
passed the House's Missouri bill, striking out 
the restriction of Slavery by Yeas 27 to i^ays 
15, and adding without a division the exclusion 
of Slavery from the territory west and north of 
■aid State. Mr. Trimble again moved the ex- 
chision of Slavery from Arkansas also, but was 
again voted down. Yeas, 12 ; Nays, 80. 

Hie Senate now asked a conference, which 
the House granted without a division. The 
Ciommittee of Conference was composed of 
Messrs. Thomas of Illinois, Pinkney of Maryland, 
and Barbour of Va. (all anti-restrictionists), on 
the part of the Senate, and Messrs. Holmes of 
Mass., Taylor of N. Y., Lowndes of S. C, 
Parker of Mass , and Kinsey of N. J., on the 
part of the House. (Such constitution of the 
Ciommittee of Conference was in effect a sur- 
render of the Restriction on the part of the 
House.) John Holmes of Mass., from this Com- 
mittee, in due time (March 2nd), reported that, 

1. The Senate should give up the combina- 
tion of Missouri in the same bill with Maine. 

2. The House should abandon the attempt 
to restrict Slavery in Missouri. 

8. Both Uonscs should agree to pass the 
Senate's separate Myssouri bill, with Mr. 
Thomas's restriction or compromising proviso, 
exduding Slavery from all Territory north and 
west of Missouri. 

The report having been read, the first and 

most important question was put, viz : 

Win the House concur with the Senate In so much of 
the said amendments as proposes to strike from the 
fbnrlh section of the iBTisBouri) bill the provision prohib- 
ttlng Slavery or Involuntary servitude, In the contem- 
plated State, otherwise than In the ponishment of 
crimes? 

On which question the Yeas and Nays were 
demanded, and were as follows : 

YiAS — For giving up Bittrietiom on Jtfft- 

souri : 

MissiOBVsms.— Mark Langfdon HIU, John HoImms, 
Jonathan Mason, Henry Shaw— 4. 

Rhodb Islavd.— Samuel Eddy— 1. 

CloviraoncuT.— Samuel A. Foot, James Stephens— S. 

lliw-ToBK.— Henry Meigs, Henry B. Storrs— 9. 

Naw-JaassT— Joseph Bloomfield, Charles Kinssy,Bsr- 
•tf d Smith— 8. 

PsmsTLVAXiA.— Henry Baldwin, David Vollerton— £• 

Total from Free-Sutes 14. 



Psi mil Tiiiiils IfoTsine 1 

MASTLiJm.--flteplMaiOB Archer, Ibomas teVi 
Thomas Oolbretfa, Joseph Kent, Peter Uttle, XaraMl 
Nealc, flanuMi BlnHold, fiamiiflt Smith, Hamy B. in»i 
fleld-9. 

YiaeunA.— Marie Alexander, WlBiam & ArdMr, Vh0ta 
P. Barbour, WUIIam A. Barwell, John Floyd, Xobeit & 
OaraeO, James Johnson, James Jones, WlUlam MoOefi 
Charles F. Mercer, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Nelaoa, Bsrvan 
B. Parker, Jas. PlndaU, John Bandolph, Ballard Smlthi 
Alexander Smyth, George F. Strotiier, Tho — Taa 
Bwearingen, George Tucker, John Tyler, Jared wnikyM 



Novni Casouxa.- Hotdiins G. Barton, John Onlpep* 
per, ^niUam Davidson, Wddon N. Bdwards, Cowries 
FW^, Thomas H. Hall, Charles Hooks, Thomas Bettlei, 
Jeese Slocnmb, James S. Smith, FeUx Walker^ Lawk 
Williams— 12. 

SoDTR Cabouiia.— Joslah Brevard, Ellas Earle, Jamcf 
Krwln, wnUam Lowndiis, James McCreary, James Oraiw 
street, Charles Plnckney, Bldred Btanklos, StarUm 
Tooker— 9. 

GxoaoiA.— Joel A. Abbot, Thomas W. Co bb. J otl 
Crawford, John A. Cathbert, Robert R. Reid, wmam 
Terrlll-4. 

ALAXAifA.— John Crowell— 1. 

MissBSiPPL— John Rankin— 1. 

LovnuxA.— Thomas Botler^l. 

KsxTUCKT— Richard C. Anderson, Jc** Wmiam Srowa. 
Benjamin Hardin, Alney McLean, Thomas MetcalX^ Toor 
stall Quarles, Cteo. Robertson, Darid Trimble— 9. 

TxKXBSsaic— Robert Allen, Henry H. Bryan, Newton 
Cannon, John Cocke, Francis Jones, John BJIiea— & 

Total Yeas from Slave States, 76 ; in all 90. 

Nats — Against gioing up the BsstricHon on 
Slawerg in Missouri : 

Niw-Hakpsbixb.— Joseph Buflhm, Jr.. Joslah Butler, 
Clifton Clagett, Arthur Livermore, William Plaaier, Jr., 
Nathaniel Upham— 9. 

Massaohusrts (including Maine). — BeoJamhi Adams, 
Samuel 0, Allen, Joshua Cushman, Bdward Dowse, Wa^ 
ter Folger, jr., Timothy Fuller. Jonas KendaD, MartiB 
Kinsl^, Samuel Lathrop, Enoch Uncoln, Marcos M<Hf^ 
ton, Jeremiah Nelson, James Parker, 2abdicl Saaqwea, 
Nathaniel SUsbee, EseUel Whitman— 16. 

Rhode Islaxsl— Nathaniel Hasard — L 

CoxxxcTiouT.— Jonathan 0. Moceley, Kisha HialpSi 
John Rttss, Gideon Tomllnson— 4. 

YxRMOXT.— Samuel C. Crafta. RolUn CL MaUary, Bsm 
Meech, Charles Rich, Mark Richarde, William fllronf— «. 

Niw-YoRK.- Nathaniel Allen, Caleb Dakar, Robert 
Clark, Jacob H. De Witt, John D. Dickinson, John Fay, 
William D. Ford, Ecra C. Gross, James Gayon, |r., 
Aaron Hackley, jr., George HaU, Joseph 8b I^bmb, 
Robert Monell, Nathaniel Pitcher, Jonathan BtrhiniHid| 
Randall S. Street, James Strong, John W. Taylor, Atbesa 
H. Tracy, Solomon Van Renssdear, Peter H. Wendorar. 
Silas Wood-49. 

Niw-Jcas2T.— Ephridm Bateraan, John Linn, HlWf 
Southard— 8. 

PsxxsTLTAHi A.— Andrew Boden, William Darlln|loa, 
George Dennison, Samuel Edwards, Thomas Fenrist, 
Samuel Gross, Joseph Hemphill, Jacob PHrtuhmn. 
Joseph Heister, Jacob Hostetter, William P. Mads^ 
Dayid Marchand, Robert Moore, Samuel Moore, John 
Murray, Thomas Patterson, Robert Fbilson, Thomas J. 
Rogers, John Sergeant, Christian Tarr, James M. Wal» 
lace— 31. 

Ohio.— Philemon Beecher. Henxy Brush, John W. 
Caaqtbell, Samuel Herdck, Thomas R. Ross, John fltoana 
-6w 

IXDiAXA.— William Hendricks— 1. 

Ixxixois.— Daniel P. Cook— 1. 

Total, Nays, 87— all from Free States. 

(The members apparently absent on this iBi» 
portani division, were Henry W. Bdwardt of 
Conn., Walter Case and Honorins Peek of X. T» 
and John Gonditof N. J., from the Free States; 
with Lemuel Sawyer of N. C, and Datm 
Walker of Ky., from the SlaTe States. Hr* 
Clay of Ey., being Speaker, did not TOte.) 

This defeat broke the back of the Northerm 
resistance to receiving Missouri as a SUft 
State. 

Mr. Taylor, of N. Y., now moved an amtnd- 
ment, intended to indode Arkansas TonteC 
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tader the proposed Inhibition of SlaTerj west 
of KlMoiiri ; but this motion was cut off by the 
Pfovious Question, (which then cut off amend- 
ments more rigorously, according to the rules 
of the House, than it now does), and the House 
proceeded to concur with the Senate in inserting 
tbo oxdusion of Slavery from the territory 
tPMt and north of Kissouri, instead of that iust 
stricken out by, 184 Teas to 42 Nays, (the Nays 
being from the South). So the bill was pawed 
in the fbrm indicated above ; and the bill ad- 
mitUng Maine as a State, (relieved, by a confer- 
ence, from the Missouri rider,) passed both 
Houses without a divison, on the following day. 
Such was the virtual termination of the strug- 
1^ for the restriction of Slavery in Missouri, 
wUch was beaten by the plan of proffering in- 
stead an exclusion of Slavery from all the then 
federal territory west and north of that State. 
It is unquestionable that, without this compromise 
or equivalent, the Northern votes, which passed 
the bill, could not have been obtained for it. 

TBI THIRD MlSSOCai STRUGOLl. 

Though the acceptance of Missouri as a 
State, with a Slave Constitution, was forever 
settled ^y the votes just recorded, a new excite- 
ment sprang up on her presenting herself to 
Congress (Nov. 16, 1820) J with a State Consti- 
tution, framed on the 19(h of July, containing 
the following resolutions : 

The General AsMinblj ihall ha^e no power to pus 
lavsi nrtt, for the emaooipation of slaTee wltbout the 
eonaent of their owners, or wiUiout paying them, before 
nek emandpationf a fUll equiralent for sach slaTes so 
emancipated: and, Second, to prevent htmajlds eml- 
granti to this State, or actual settlers therehi, from 
bringing fh>m anj of the United States, or from anj of 
tMr Territories, such persons as may there be deemed to 
ba slaves, so long as any persons of the same deecrlptlon 
are allowed to be held as slares by the Iawb of this State. 

... It shall be their duty, as soon as may be, to 
yaii soeh laws as may be necessary, 

fint, to proTont fi^e negroes and mnlattoes ft>om 
f— itog to, and fettling In, this State, under any pretext 



The North, still smarting under a sense of its 
defeat on the question of excluding Slavery from 
Missouri, regarded this as needleMly defiant, 
intuiting, and inhuman, and the section last 
quoted as palpably in violation of that clause 
of the Fedleral Constitution which gives to the 
dtiiens of each State (which blacks are, in 
•everal Free States), the rights of citixens in 
ererj State. A determined resistance to any 
anch exclusion was manifested, and a portion 
of the Northern Members evinced a disposition 
to renew the struggle against the further intro- 
dnolion of slaves into Missouri. At the first 
effort to carry her admission, the House voted 
it down— Yeas, 79 ; Nays, 98. A second at- 
tempt to admit her, on condition that she would 
eipnnge the obnoxious clause (last quoted) of 
her Constitution, was voted down still more de- 
oliively— Teas, 6 ; Nays 146. 

The House now rested, until a Joint resolve, 
admitting her with but a vague and ineffective 
qealiAcation, came down from the Senate, where 
It waa passed by a vote of 26 to 18— six Sena- 
tare trwa Free States in the affirmative. Mr. 
Oaj, who had resigDed in the recess, and been 
SQoeeeded, as Speaker, by John W. Taylor, of 
lev-Tork, now appeared as the leader of the 
Mlsanifi sdmiiriooiiti, and proposed terms of 



compromise, which, were twice voted down 
the Northern members, aided by John Randol^^ 
and three others frt>m the South, who womd 
have Missouri admitted without condition or 
qualification. At last, Mr. Clay proposed a Joint 
Committee on this subject, to be chosen by bal- 
lot—which the House agreed to by 101 to 65 ; 
and Mr. Clay became its Chairman. By this 
Committee, it was agreed that a solemn pledge 
should be required of the Legislature of Mis- 
souri that the Constitution of that State should 
not be construed to authorize the passage of 
any Act, and that no Act should be passed, 
** by which any of tlie citizens of either of the 
States should be excluded from the enjoyment 
of the privileges and immunities to which they 
are entitled under the Constitution of the United 
States.*' The Joint Resolution, amended by 
the addition of this proviso, paseed the House 
by 86 Teas to 82 Nays ; the Senate concurred 
(Feb. 27th, 1821,) by 26 Teas to 16 Nays— (all 
Northern but Macon, of N. C.) ; Missouri com- 
plied with the condition, and became an ac- 
cepted member of the Union. Thus closed the 
last stage of the fierce Missouri Controversy, 
which for a time seemed to threaten— as so many 
other controversies have harmlessly threatened 
— the existence of the Union. 

XXTEXSION OV MISSOURI. 

The State of Missouri, as originally organized, 
was bounded on the west by a line already 
specified, which excluded a triangle west of 
said line, and between it and the Missouri, 
which was found, in time, to be exceedingly 
fertile and desirable. It was free soil by the 
terms of the Missouri compact, and was also 
covered by Indian reservations, not to be 
removed without a concurrence of two-thirds 
of the Senate. Messrs. Benton and Linn, Sena- 
tors from Missouri, undertook the difficult task 
of engineering through Congress a bill includ- 
ing this triangle (large enough to form seven 
Counties) within the State of Mi«(ouri ; which 
they effected, at the long session of 1886-6, so 
quietly as hardly to attract attention. The bill 
was first sent to the Senate's Committee on the 
Judiciary, where a favorable report was pro- 
cured from Mr. John M. Clayton, of Delaware, 
its Chairman ; and then it was floated through 
both Houses without encountering the perils of 
a division. The requisite Indian treaties were 
likewise carried through the Senate ; so Missouri 
became possessed of a large and desirable 
accession of territory, which has since become 
one of her most populous and wealthy sections, 
devoted to the growing of hemp, tobacco, etc, 
and cultivated by slaves. This is the most pro- 
Slavery section of the State, in which was 
originated, and was principally sustained, that 
series of inroads into Kansas, corruptions of 
her ballot-boxes, and outrages upon her people, 
which earned for their authors the appellation 
of Border Rufiam. 

TBI ANMIXATION OP TEXAS. 

The name of Texat was originally applied to 
a Spanish possession or province, lying between 
the Mississippi and the Rio Grande del Norte, 
but not extending to either of these great rivera. 
It was an appendage of the Viceroyalty q€ 



A FOUnOAL T£XT-BOOK FOB 186a 



Mexico, but had rery few oinliied inhabitants 
do^m to the time of the separation of Mexico 
from Spain. On two or three occasions, bands 
of French adventurers had lauded on its coast, 
or entered it from the ac^'oining French colony 
of Louisiana; but they had uniformly been 
treated as intruders, and either destroyed or 
made prisoners by the Spanish military authori- 
ties. No line had erer been drawn between 
the two colonies; but the traditional line be- 
tween them, south of the Red Kiver, ran some- 
what within the limits of the present State of 
Louisiana. 

When Louisiana was transferred by France to 
the United States, without specification of 
Doundaries, collisions of claims on this frontier 
was apprehended. General Wilkinson, com- 
manding the United States troops, moved gra- 
dually to the west ; the Spanish commandant in 
Texas likewise drew toward the frontier, until 
they stood opposite each other across what was 
then tacitly settled as the boundary between the 
the two countries. This vras never afterward 
disregarded. 

In 1819, Spdu and the United States seemed 
on^ the verge of war. General Jackson had 
twice invaded Florida, on the assumption of 
complicity on the part of her rulers and people 
— first with our British, then with our savage 
enemies— and had finally overrun, and, in effect, 
annexed it to the Union. Spain, on the other 
hand, had preyed upon our commerce during 
the long wars in Europe, and honestly owed our 
merchants large sums for unjustifiable seixuros 
and spoliations. A negotiation for the settle- 
ment of these differences was carried on at 
Washington, between John Quincy Adams, Mr. 
Monroe's Secretary of State, and Don Onis, the 
Spanish embassador, iu the course of which Mr. 
Adams set up a claim, on the part of this 
country, to Texas as a natural geographical 
append^e not of Mexico, but of Louisiana. 
This claim, however, he eventually waived and 
relinquished, in consideration of a cession of 
Florida by Spain to this country — our govern- 
ment agreeing, on its part, to pay the claims of 
our merchants for spoliations. Texas remained, 
therefore, what it always had been — a depart- 
ment or province of Mexico, with a formal 
quit-claim thereto on the part of the United 
States. 

The natural advantages of this region in 
time attracted the attention of American adven- 
turers, and a small colony of Yankees was set- 
tled thereon, about 1819-20, by Moses Austin, 
of Connecticut. Other settlements followed. 
Originally, grants of hind in Texas were prayed 
for, and obtained of the Mexican Government, 
on the assumption that the petitioners were 
Roman Catholics, persecuted in the United 
States because of their religion, and anxious to 
ind a refuee in some Catholic country. Thus 
all the early emigrants to Texas went pro- 
fessedly as Catholics, no other religion being 
toleiatod. 

Slavery was abolished by Mexico soon after 
the consummation of her independence, when 
very few slaves were, or ever had been, in Texas. 
But, about 1884, some years after this event, a 
quiet, but very general, and evidently con- 
certed| emigration, mainly from Tennessee and 



I other southwestern States, began to eoneentnti 
I itself in Texas. The emigrants carried rifles ; 
' many of them were accompamed by slaves; 
and it was well understood that they did not 
intend to become Mexicans, much less to relin- 
quish their slaves. When Gen. Sara. Houton 
left Arkansas for Texas, in 1884-6, the Littlt 
Rock i/otwrna/, which announced his exodus and 
destination, significantly added: ** We akailj 
da%U>tle89^ hear of hU raUing Am Jiag thtn 
thortly,^^ That was a foregone oonelosion. 

Of course, the new settlers in Texas did not 
lack pretexts or provocations for such a stepi 
Mexico was then much as she is now, vm* 
governed, turbulent, anarchical, and d^qtotio. 
The overthrow of her Federal Constitution 1^ 
Santa Anna was one reason assigned for toe 
rebellion against her authority which broke out 
in Texas. In 1885, her independenoe was 
declared ; in 1886, at the decisive battle of San 
Jacinto, it was, by the rout and capture of the 
Mexican dictator, secured. This triumph wu 
won by emigrants from this country almost 
exclusively ; scarcely half a dozen oi the old 
Mexican inhabitants participating in the roToIu- 
tion. Santa Anna, while a prisoner, under 
restraint and apprehension, agreed to £ pesos 
on the basis of the independence of Texas — a 
covenant which he had no power, and probably 
no desire, to give effect to when restored to 
liberty. The Texans, pursuing their advantage, 
twice or thrice penetrated other Mexican pro- 
vinces — Tamaulipas, Coahuila, etc., — and waved 
their Lone-Star flag in defiance on the banks 
of the Rio Grande del Norte ; which position, 
however, they were always compelled soon to 
abandon — ouce with severe loss. Their govern- 
ment, nevertheless, in reiterating their declanh 
tion of independence, claimed the Rio Grande so 
their western boundary, from its source to iti 
mouth, including a large share of TamauUpai^ 
Coahuila, Durango, and by far the more irapor* 
tant and populous portion of New Mexico. And 
it was with this claim, expressly set forth in tha 
treaty, that President Tyler and his respondbls 
advisers negotiated the first ofiftcial project of 
annexation, which was submitted to the Senate, 
during the session of 1843-4, and rejected by a 
very decisive vote : only fifteen (mainly South* 
ern) senators voting to confirm it. Col. Benton, 
and others, urged this aggressive claim of 
boundary, as affording abundant reason for tht 
rejection of this treaty; but it is not known 
that the Slavery aspect of the case attracted 
especial attention in the Senate. The measore, 
however, had already been publicly eulogised 
by Gen. James Hamilton, of S. C, as cal- 
culated to ** give a Gibraltar to the South,** and 
had, on that ground, secured a verr general 
and ardent popularity throughout tne Soath- 
West And, more than a year previously, seve- 
ral northern members of Congress had united In 
the following : 

TO THI PEOPLE Or THE f BIB BTATn Off XHI 

UNION. 



We, the undersigned, in cloeing oar dntiei to our < 
■titaento and our coontrj ae memben of the STth Ooa* 
greas, feel bound to call your attention, very brleflj, to 
the project, long entertained by a portkni of the poopls 
of these United States, stUI perUnadoarij adhertd to, 
and Intended soon to be consonunated: THSAmaxiTioB 
or Taxis TO this Unox. In tht piwi of ImuIimh UnI' 



t STRUOOLE FOR BLATEBT BESnUGTION. 



int to tha lu( diji ol 



o of Goncrcflij wo bar 

4W*Uvl%tKlemeiUffrUia reMOOM wh'idi fOrca npon on 

Ptaitdoiuil: UuliUrgeportlimc^lbc coimtrr, InMr 
■ted !■ IfaA eabtlBikiiBAA nf naiucMio SIbtai^ uid tb 

AaUE 

. . utlbRhtirtld)!.. 

Bit* TdTltoiT and SUto SUMs, U< wuIk 

moyij/M^ ^M-AoUiit^ pouie i»AtGi.- - 

Mall ii« ttcurid and riveted tityimd all ridmtir- 

That Itviavllb thiUTlewi u 
■khoiiU were effected la (bo prov 
Vuttod Sutei, difficulties fomeDl 
Sareramenl, i reToIt brosght ab 
iMt aeremment dHUnd,oiiw 
^wHy 4BdUul, hlUwto, >U aUi 

iOM bar roTolted prsriBoo lo s 

- - - taboMUlbiiMdiDtbaiuiUwna 



At of kMou 1/ lir pople a 
pUuiittyar^ tad wbMe vti 



bnt proTed 



Til* opM knd np«*ted ealWmeot or Iroopa In •■ 
BlUea ot Uita Cn[M,Ia aid of thoTeiui RevalutioD 
Intrarton ot mi Amerioaa Arnv, bj order of tho 
dot, fU into the territorr of the Mexican OoTera 

M > mcnwiit eriUciU Ittrllia latcottha lonrgenli, 

■rateaM o( prarantlng Uaiku Mldlen tram ftHBontlDc 
InilaB dMiuliaiHM, but In mJtij latUet, and aoUiif 
ta ttintar eonsart and eolneldaace wUh, tha armjroriha 
Prniatlonlita ; Uia entlro neglect of oar QoTemment to 



tan, and amli- _._ — 

nmii. In aJdoT fr«boolan and li „ 

matvro reccgnltloD of the Independ^ce v i^^ui uj > 

taap TOta, U tha beel of a MBaloa or CongreH, and that, 

too, M the Ta7iai^n whan PrMldenlJu' -— ■^- 

««cdal Uaiaan InilMed thai "tha ma 

ha oonbaij to the pollej tnrailablj oburred by the 
tJtStea Bum In all ilmUar naet;" would bt marked 
Mih great injiutloe to hiedco, and peouUarl/ liable ' 
Um darkaat uMolotiL ^l^a^nm<:^ at iht Tetnani we 
obiHMt aa amtgraiiU from the United Slatti. m 



tbiranSimi Theaa oeenrrenceB uv toa heI 
and too freah In the memoi? of all, to nee 
Hub a pawing notice. Th«e haie become 
•f UMott. Jm Aiilfaer eridcnce upon all lli< 

Ijmch orJohn Onlncj Adami, deliiered in the t 
ScpreoentatlTca daring the morning hour la J 
Ja&, IMS, ud lo hb addicH to hli coDiUtst 
Uvared at Brmlntree, ITtb Beptember, 1S4X. 

XlM open aronl of iha Toiuu themBcliea— 
qBODt end enxloiia negotiation! of our Dvn Got* 
—Om raaolDtlotiB of vaiiooj Btat« of the L'nl 

Hon or the Taiao SoierDmeot, mate it impott. 

•faartnl new DUraholdlag Btttoi, wpre origin: 
fattar and deilgn of the IJlaTehoIding Btiua : 
btaOBtl** of the Nation. 

tkesw^eaJai-Dyaetoof thli neir icqalilUou i 
TW iU o tj ware tsi nwiacriTioa or Suiui j 

■hloh mlEht be adduced, n 
tma wiot VMOi ua annexation wai tJun nrgec 

irTaiBi to ibla Xepn^Ueupo'iirouade lODUivliu 
■ailngloiUH people who Inhabit the 8oadiem portfo 
jUoufoderacr. where It la known thu a ^ledei of 
naMUlad br Oa legal regnlallora of whar Siaiei of 
bderaar ; nfch ejelan of Btererr ii bi 



Tba rbllowing oKtracI* 
adopted br the Lwlilatni 



Inud wllh n> pnclfu) eS'^cU, U U t^ ki. 




denTarwItnMew-'Iart.lemwbn , 

Ihu Iha reHD* Ika InlaHdUi mMMB WH 11* Bbl 
—WW of Slanrr hi the Booth, and aiult Mh*t In the enfev i> 

■iilima liiiiMii a ihiiiliiimat MA. B* alM lint* 

diaelKiniaiaklaitilhiorof AbtMiai and thai, balu pre- 
-salad imen and aided br ttw pewaiftillaflaeiHa of rellidoiM 
ftMllH, It w«Ud b*c«MlrM4Hll>toBadenrwhehi>lu. 

"Tub ■-"■">■ *rttwiiif aw 11 dlidnnlihed an 
u Mr. wSSer, BSmlSr wU ihoSaSif* of Iha 



I akicerely hope there la aumgh Mod nun en 

•*^og[^I%Mi* oa lUinllfatl : >el '- 

oreipedlHitftirthepniilBatfhe Sou 

djelr dkragard Iha eOtorU ofjha ^uda. and Ae (v 




prared and dourlibed bajond 

^ ComHaH vt /t^pwtaalid ,._ 

4 inOrtttM vfil Aa af^dtd bti die mmu ti ll i m of Ttaatj 
aat<t^ipotm^ MimetS^^^^ammtiailitmrtd. 

he ipeech of Hr. Adam, oxpodng tha whole ipt^ 
Inplfcltjr and perBdr toward Mexico, had mMktd the 

duct of our aDVemmenI; and the emphatic expiaaioij 
sppoiltlaa wblcb began to oome up from all panlei 
Free Btatn, however, tor a time, nearlr altenced 



_iM^,lnfa.._ 

forwarded them to CoDgrtaa. 

I. Wlea, a member of Omgreaa from 

- - preaent Chief Maglatrate reilded 




U A POUTIOAL TSXT-BOOK FOB IISO. 

B* Mid at Tuu, Hut— 



■Dl * ODdtuwlof panr. Bbe bad bai il Apan* fopHlsttniii Aod oUhUdlu 10 U of fe iCtdhi, ud, LniDrJ»1^iunt,dKMr« 

■■d nnUhflr men hot mwmf Drbar own. to rklH wid vqdlp %a «tauWMr. 

IfiutirtaQr oVD dftferua; bui Jet hefBoMnittOktWiot "I ht]kirt U 10 b« fbr tt4 Intenit tBA If ppl M M if ft* 

ErSncaBDi»«-luhir(KWS|»wl>lBia(nHd ■— ■ "- ->■-'-'■-■— .. — .... -^.v — ^._. — . .—1.1 — . 



CnwSn ^ xSaS^SSaiitBUffMSS^ knar. ^Iiej • ' i.i..i,,.t.<.._.i— .i_ 



tiaCaoMlnUBB 



WMldlHn^gtrinralnuHiBilniBHiTM^ulMT^ ™ mutrr'idopiMre^rcBir "(^(kwv »«ft{aM<iVf4^ 

■uUniixa|i(Slbf*d,woiiUiiii^BuklaToiii,iov>Tbu' u ImmadlaL* upraaloa «r roar Tlan on Uilt ntjHl, 

•oW>n7.*bir»teaiatarnM*ilabi,uid pnA bu-triateriou In niA DMnwr u fnu na; dtem bMt oUoiilkUd U 

Ana to Ihe nrj aO/ma at lAa PKUb. Aad wdoU dA »U aiuwv Uu and DroHHed. 

SnUndltebailBdaBrBlaFRTt Tifc tha naaU wooW ba. •"■•■-"■'■"1"''*™='^ 

baftwe uMksr tOMUr^ a MUor}. Ito BliHjn rf Joaa <lmiiDT Aoiiu, NinuiaL B. Boasn, 

jMwyTiawMwt.iiBi.ihortafitoWaa Mrm.O oya. 1ft faJ B»r» M. Giin, Taoua a OnmniBf, 

fi!L!::^i?!?SSTJSu!JliLkSr»!Zl^>!b7£^ Wiuji" HuDa, Jon Hhtocd, 

fr^CTH.»-a»«*?yi**»»M*i*ra»r«M,»f>>IM.y.a> ~ _ Oilhodm. OBuamnaa Unau. 



tM«iw otoMiHlluiMHraiiWrtrwaroat >m*U4i j,^^^ ,^ OiomEnia,' JoBDl IL Hmui 

"Tolalkef mtralBfeiclhapaoslaotaieBvMTaDOTlkam gauLooa J. Aidu — " " 

M^lliiCtojotabiiirHnlMm^>«b: JSlt^ I 

&«!alikdbr>tiwMBdoriaL n>i>»p j >— SSlraa^; WAmiBnn, J/iiri 
Sut^tiSijii ^ aSm, titt wiiaiBi Oa.i Harlma Md, bad [NaR.-t)w mb»a » 

•MsiaUr raMraad to ibidr beaaaa. BuouoaM b<*n thorn autt, nf NurTDTk. >t 

vaUalMoplloiloplfaawhid. rfla Q(wamm«irBlSfimi and not to mtmber. 
Ha iniapiuthalMtor,to(BtBiboabaok,ud thajiiniiud 



. _ Jd taS"lbii.~bSiod Icaftr. tr«. roddcf 'T """ -PP""" l^nUj- •* «■ 

M,llliaa[rkkkadtha%aaJahprtgaiB«atgrihatuapleatbor ■» ^ 

Pfofbaad." (ton, IL.,,.^^ ...».«,. — . pp. 

Kr.WMBraoMdedlolDBlnihataa^orllri'lbapaoplaat T™, J^ „„ t,^,„ ^_ 

Ifca UoMad BlalM vara la knr o(5a usouUoaTiil all ™'*'' *"" '""- ""'la. 01 n 

•iwila,ba would rlAtt with IboDoaoonnoriba North. alfnlnftt.] 

aHuu'd^i^a^aidl^'^^^m •£'%o°S^' The letten of Heun. Cttf and Tu Bomu, 

£S^™SSL°*MSii«'Si^fSi?uia*SSifrfto; "'''''« g™""^ agalMt winexatioD, withont the 

■■ iiai iiiiiiiiii lull lima, ■ml lot ■ bsrdi </•!»>•. consent of Ueiico, 118 an act of Iwd filth knd 

'°Sft"!llTa toi'd^'ai OM w^rTS ■gS****'""' "hich would Dsceaaujlj lenlt in 

.. - — — jj. . ._j u ■■-.i.-j war, which appeared in the iprtnc of 1S44, 



^If 



, wii itrOi nr ;■ and u Eagiud, war, which appeared m the ipring of 1S44, 

,S«^S!Smj^bt-'^£3 ""•'a "liKht iilluaIon», if anj, to tlie SUtbtj 

upeet ofthe CMS. Id ■ later letter, Xr. CUjr 

declared that he did not oppoie annexatioii us 

ite, account of SlsTerj, which be regarded >i a 

■Bed al^larTlawa and dtalroa, aod iJioj are ■III! temporary institution, which, therefore, QBjrht 

fram Tli^Ma, and focmarlr a floTomor or that BtaM, '>'>i' ^nd, though Mr. Clay'a lagt letter OD the 

■umibaTeSaasna of ih* " Oiurd," and of uuna ondar- subject, prior Co the etectiOQ of 1M4, reltaratod 

t!:^^tX:^:Sf]^^tT^k%X,^^l '"^ etnphuaiaed aU hU ol^ection. to umexatlon 

«i|ned u apiiVua aiidMBBdtBUal lotw 10 ■ Mend, ""aer the eiisung circnmeUDccB, he did not in- 



•aliudalib 

laelloB, ■ 

tbnoa; udh* 



(lt>M tt •* hb daliborato optotOB, after moch oumlnatlon dude (he eiieteace of Slavery. 
—■ • mieelloB, thu Tn« wiu. u xnuis to n. The defeat of Mr. Tan Buren, 1 

'i^SS^^^l^b,'t^t'^t*S^Sii^'u» "">" NomiQating Conrention— Up. Folk being 




■an, aiMnf other iUdh : selected in his stead, bj a body which had been 

. "iUflBa ygnlred I*i3*y" aad/lprtda. woton^M |n- aupposed pledged to renominate the ez-Freii- 

I oioao onr cTU. dent — excited considerable feeling, eapetdall; 

_ iitoiaiiartor. wobanidnS^adui'I aniong the Democrataof Naw-Toik. A number 

oia^oa oCboDDdaiyoiiiToiBaVolharqaaailtBamiiitioon of their leaders united i a a letter, tanned the 

t^iSS^^'^SPitmi^SmSmS'^flS^ "Secr«t Circnlar," adxising their bmbntn, 

■mAm tf nn.aiidtn'TrfaiintirfiboUvfBHnaHiiu.ari while ther supported Folk and Dallas, to ba 

S£,S!!i:^^iM^ai^'^!S^JS^'^'tSi,m!^ ci^M to vote for candidate* for Congreas who 

HSX^i^J^""^**™*" '^'^ "^ lioS ww'oh''ww^^gnefb? "'"' '^'"* ""*"' 

IfoB* oaa ba •■ tlhWI now, uddI (o know (hat tbe real Oaoiai P. Biuta. Sinn Dddut Fiil*, 

Oadin aod otdsc* of tbeBoathta, to "inn law w»oht Wiluih 0. BaT/— ''- * 



!bft«r placed hta oppoittlaa. In hli apaeob on laii 

lnNew-Taifc,lnUweb,lSBT. Intbatneeoh, r;i.. TT.r^ht •■.=., 

ilhath* aa« lanrmMaUbla oldeotkEHM „ Bilae Wright, then 

Son ofTexaa, that Ihe puohaaootLonMau States, and who, 1 



T^OMtB W. IDOU^ 



aad JloiidatBrakhedBopreeedtiitllir 1t,tbatUieaaaia Tjler Treaty of Anneiation was now run 

SwS'iKCilSiSSSSJl^.^n'Ste'SS? '" Q»"mor, as the only man who eonld «rry 

" Ctaaii™|irSi^^^^to»Id™^^ the Bute Of New-Torli for Polk and DalUa. In 

a™ OTmfi°iJ5AfliS^^d^iSSM°iiii*^Il ' 'l«""«™''o speech ai Skaneateles, N. T., Mr. 

■itoiid^ai>TeiTottiiji!iMiHineooai!uiHDiiB«it.oraiu Wright had recently declared that he eould 

!SlrtSJllS^lSW*£!3r?£?i?Sil.!SwLid{^!^ """ consent to AnueiaUon on any term* 

«AI onlraH lanfnaso irt^^^b^ .diHiUd bTdSito: which would giTe Slavery an adranlaga orer 

SSdS5Si2TSi£Vl!l*™%f!SSJSi^iffiSSii Freedom. This sentiment was reiterated and 

^^^^^^^™i..,, u«™c inao tiuplifiedlna peat CouTention of the Demo- 



THE STBUOOLB VOB BLATBRT KBaTBICnOH. 



Mer, which met at Berklmer, in the ■ntnn 

ni« MOtett prooeaded with grtnt eamestneu 
throaghont the Free Sutes, the snpporten of 
hlk knd of BJraej (the Abolilioo candidate 
for Pmtdent}, ftillj ■grecing in the esMrtlon 
tb«t Hr. Clair's position was eqtiatlj favorable •" 
AnneKMtloa with He. Folk'i. Ur. Bimey b 
ktMr published on the ere of the Election, de- 
dwed that he regarded Mr. Claj's eleotion ai 
men &Torabte to Annexation than Ur. Polh'a, 
beoaiue, while eqnall; inclined to fortiiy aad 
(itend SlaTcrj, he poeaegged more abilitj 
■nflaenee Congreae Id its favor. 

Befofe thia time, bat u jel withheld from, 
Mid oobnowD to, the public, Kr. Calhotin, now 
Preudent Tyler's Secretarj of State, and kd 
t%r\j and powerfnl advocate of Annexation, had 
addreued to Hon. Wm. B. King, our Embaasa- 
dor at PuriH, na official dispatch from wbioh we 
make the fullowiDg exlrscta : 

DuFiiTitDi or Br^kn, I 

WtuMnfflmi, AnfuH IS, 18U. f 
Sw— I have liJd jonr dtapatch. No. 1, b«fDre the 

h* kM rtad n vlita mick pleaeure, opedBllT Ifae piinlon 
wUah Niatai to vour ooidhil mepthni br uh Kliu, and 
Ua anuuM* 0} Mendlr imiBa Utirard tlw tTiiltwl 
fltatw, . ne Pnildent, In particular, hl^l; appraoSata 
He !■ Jtrirlnn at Uie Ktot, that la no Bveat, wonlJ any 
at^a b« takm b; bk lovcniraBil In Uie aUgtatcat degrse 

1. — n .,_, - BiarivjiouienniledBtHeaJiulcaQM 

'U ihe more fratlrjrlng from Iha (Ml, 



kfSutlb 



ralaKa to ftance, Is la all pro:jabUlt7 ulttioiit .. 
Hn. Toa did oat go ftirtlier than Toa ought, In awnr- 
b>( th* King Itaat iba oltlect or Amiaution would be 

Einuedwilh unabated vigor, uidln giving your oplnlDn 
at a dwtded msjorltf of Itie Ameiieaa peopla were In 

dlitaot daj. 1 !«] coDSdeDt thai jour aatldpatloo wU] 
b* lUllr [caliied at no diiUuL period. 

gaaaiBie, and to itreneilian Uw convlcHan that U wu 
pot Dslf eipe^ent, bst JoH and Bsceiaair. 

B«t to dtacand to parUcolan : 11 k cert^a that 
who* Budand, like VraDoe, dMiret lb* indcpatidaue of 
TeiM, wUh 111* Tlcw ta oommanlal cwineetloDL It b uol 
llv« or Engii ■ " 



•rdtollf deiirelbr her, w« bav< daoUv* pioob la th* 
JtHrnHim of Iba Karl ot Abardaaa, deUverad to Ihia 
Bapaitmaot, and of which jon wlu Bad a eopj anHing 
Ihe dMDBUBt* tranaadtlad to OoDgreM with th* Ttxao 
IrwtT. nu ilu dalrei It* aboUtfain hi laui, and hai 
■Md Mt hdneiHie and dlploraaor to aOMt It ui«r«, iba 
«>■■ lunniint, wltti Ihe Mrreepondtaa* of tU> Deparl- 
BntwMhMr. FackadiBm,alis Is h« brand amonglba 
dwinhiiinti. ftimbbM prow not Ion eaaelailv» Rial 
!• st Ow ablocu of abolUdng It there Ii to (adntala 
. -»......_ ^ .^_ "-..-J hul<B,aBd thrauAoatlbe 

th* d*«laialloa of ib« AboU- 



laod, IB &e(, Um** ii nod 
Mfewa of abolUdag It hi Tb 
IMoBlathannlt*dBtat«a,aB 

■Blad wBb lb* proadaent Dumlxn of Iho parlj la th* 
Unltad BMUe ; and was Bnt broaehed by HMm in Iha 
(•0 oaUed) Woild'i Oonventlon, b*1d In London hi the 
rear IHIL and through Its agenof bnm^ to th* noUc* 
•flhoBriU" 



lia oontliieBL eilg^ 
>f th* panjla i£* 



Now, I bold, not on]; thai Fnuio* oas bavt 



The election of Jsme£ K. Potk as President, 

and George U. Dallas as Tice -President, (Nov. 
184*1 having virtually settled, affirmalivelv, the 
question of annexing Teias, the XXVlllth 
Congress commenced lis second session at 
Washii^tDn, oq the !d of December, 1841— Xr. 
John Tyler being still acting FreaJdeDt up lo 
the end of the CcngresB, Uarch 4th following. 

I>tt. 19.— Hr. John B. Weller, (then member 
from Ohio) bj leave, introduced a joint resoln- 
tjon. No. 61, providing for the annexation of 
Texas to the United States, which he moved to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. E. S. Hamlin, of Ohio, moved a reference 
of said resolve to a Committee of one from each 
State, with instructions to report 

Whether the ■nnoialloii of Teiu would not oiUnd 
and penxtuele Bliver; In the Stive SMln, and alio, the 
iDWnia] Blive-trade : and whether the bnlted Stalen 

tn Uu Stattt, dlher to pecpetuata U Ibtm, or toOoil 

The qaeatiott on commitment was insisted 
upon, and first taken — Yeas, 103 (Democrats) ; 
Naya, 61 (Whigs) ; whereupon it was held that 
Hr. Hamlin's amendment was defeated, and the 
origioal proposition alone committed. 

/anuory \Olh, 184G.— Hr. John P. Hale, of 
New-Hampshire, (then a Democratic Kepresen- 
tative, now a Republican Senator) proposed the 
following as an amendment to any act or resolve 
— LtemplatiQg the snneiation of Texas to this 



Unioi 
JTorided, Tl 



Uateir ifler Ihe 1 



u ebaU be admitted li 



>e divided ae roUowa, 10 
t ■ polot on the Gulf of Meiloo, aiidwaj 
hern and Soutbem boundarlei ibaioot 



T.erf,''; 



rerritorj Ijlnf 



equal parte, and hi that pc 
South and Wiat of tht Ilni 
ehall beatilhorSlaverr nor 

rlie than In Ihe panUuneul of ciimei, whereol the party 

ball have been duly eoavicted. 
And protfdad fitrOtr, That thle provMon ihatl be 

unaidered ai a coopact between the people of ibo 

Inlted StatM and the people of the laid Tgrrllerr, and 

irever remain luialtarabi*, nnlesi by the couaol of 

M*4oiiitha of Ihe Btalas of thoDnlon. 

Ur. Hale asked a saspension of the rules, to 

enable htm to oflir it now, and have it printed 

and committed. Befused— -Yeas, tl3 (not twa 

thirds) ; Nays, SI. 

Tsos— All the WhiKS* and moit of the Demo- 

wta from the Free States, with Hesars. Duncan 
L Clinch and Alexander H. Stephens, of Geot^ 
and George W. Sunimera, of Virginia. 

JIToys — All the members Irom Slave State*, 
except the above, with the following from Free 
Butea: 

:«, If 0S(* Sorrii, Jr.— * 

- . es O. CUnton, Selah R StroD^-^' 

u.— James Black, Rlohard Biodhaa4 
L D. toner. ^>ttpMt.JngtrMU, Xiduul B. Jtmkt i. 
Qjait^ — Jeieph J. McDowell— 1. 
InuXA.— Wm. J. Brawn, J. W. Davis, John Fetttt— & 



70 



A FOUTICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR IMO. 



iLUion.— Orlando B. Flcklln, Jowph P. Hoge, Robert 
BbIUi-8. 
ToUl Democrats firom Free Statea, 17. 

December 12th, — ^Mr. C. J. Ingersoll, of Penn- 
iBylvania, from the Gomniitiee on Foreign Afikira, 
reported a Joint Resolution for annexing Texas 
to the Union, which was committed and dis- 
cussed in Committee of the Whole from Ume to 
time, through the next month. 

January 1th, — Mr. J. P. Hale presented re- 
solves of the Legislature of New-Hampshire, 
thoroughly in favor of Annexation, and silent 
on the subject of Slavery, except as follows : 

Beeohedf That we agree with Mr. Clay, that the re- 
annexatlon of Texas will add more Free Uian Blare 
SUftea to the Union ; and that it wonld be nnwise to re- 
ftue a permanent acqulaition, which will ezbt as long as 
the globe remains, on account of a temporary institution. 

January IZth, — Mr. Gave Johnson, of Ten- 
nessee, moved that all further debate on this 
subject be closed at 2 p.m. on Thursday next. 
Carried— Yeas, 136 ; Nays, 57 ; (nearly all the 
Nays from Slave States.) 

January 25M. — ^The debate, after an exten- 
sion of time, was at length brought to a close, 
and the Joint Resolution taken out of Commit- 
tee, and reported to the House in the following 
form ; ( that portion relating to Slavery, having 
been added in Committee, on motion of Mr. 
Milton Brown, (Whig) of Tennessee : 

Beeolvedf ly the Senate and ITouee qf Eepresenta- 
Ueee in Oongreae aeeembled^ That Congress doth con- 
sent that the Territory properly included within, and 
rightfully belonging to, the Republio of Texas, may be 
erected Into a new State, to be called the Sute of Texas, 
with a republican form of Qovernment. to be adopted by 
the people of said Kepublic, by deputies in Conrention 
assembled, with the consent of the existing Government, 
in Older that the same maybe 
Mates of this Union. 

8. And be Ufwrther reeoVeedy That the foregoing con- 
sent of Congress is given upon the following conditions, 
and with the foUowmg guaranties, to wit : 

First. Said State to be formed, subject to the adjust- 
ment by this Qoyernment of all questions of boundary 
that may arise with other governments ; and the Con- 
stitution thereol with the proper evidence of its adoption 
by Uie people or said Republic of Texas, shall be trans- 
sotted to the President of the United States, to be laid 
before Congress for its final action, on or before the 1st 
day of January, 1840. 



aforesaid was agreed to— Yeas, 118; ^*T%% 

101. „ , 

Feoa— 114 Democrats, and Messrs. MiltOD 
Brown, of Tennessee ; James Dellet, of Alabaii^ 
and Duncan L. Clinch, and Alexander H. 
Stephens, of Georgia, (4) Southern Wbigs. 

i^a^f— all the Whigs present from Free Stetee 
with all from Slave States, but the four Just 
named; with the following Democrats frokn 
Free States: 

IfAm.— Robert P. Dnnlap, Hannibal HaiDllD-8. 

Vkbmoiit.— Paul Dillingham, Jr.— 1. 

Naw-lUMPMnaa.— John P. Hal»— 1. 

CoxwcncOT.— Creorge 8. CatBn— 1. « « ^ 

Naw-YoaK —Joseph U. Anderson, Charles 8. BenUm, 
Jeremiah %. Carey, Amasa Dana, Richard D. Daviiv 
Byram Green, Preston King, Smith IL Pordj, e«orge 
Rathbun, OrvUIe Robinson, David L. Beymoor, Mnuial 

Stetson— 19. ^ •• -^ • 

OHia— Jacob Brinckerfaofl; William 0. ICoOaiSlflat 
Joseph Morris, Henry St. John— 4. 
BfiCHiOAv.— James B. Hunt, Robert McClelland— S. 

Total Democrats lirom Free States, .tt. 

Total Whiffi from Free and Slave States,. . . .78L 

The House then ordered the whole proposi- 
tion to a third reading forthwith — Yeas, 120 ; 
Nays, 97— and passed it. Yeas, 120; Nays, 9& 

y>a«..-all the Democrats from Slave StateSi 
and all the Democrats from Free States, except 
as above ; with Messrs. Duncan L. Clinch, Mu- 
ton Brown, James Dellet, Willoughby Newton, 
of Virginia, (who therefrom turned Democrat), 
and Alexander H. Stephens of Georgia, (now 
DcmocratX from Slave States. 

Naye-^d!^ the Whigs from Free States; all 
those from Slave States except as above ; with 
28 Democrats fxam Free States. 

So the resolve passed the House, and wit 
admitted as one of the | gent to the Senate for concurrence. 

lu Senate, several attempts to originate action 
in favor of Annexation were made at this 8e»> 
sion, but nothing came of them. 

February 24<A.— The joint resolution aforo* 
said from the House was taken up for oou- 
sideration by 80 Yeas to 11 Nays (all Nortbern 
Whigs). On the 27th, Mr. Walker, of Wiscon* 
8in, moved to add an alternative proposition, 
contemplating negotiation as the means of 



Second. Said State, when admitted Into the Union, ' efFectine the meditated end. 
after ceding to the United State* aU public edifices.fortl- ; ^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^y^^^^^ ^^ Tennessee, proposed 



fioations, barracks, ports and harbors, navy and navy 

yards, docks, magazines, arms, armaments, and all other ! That the State of Texas, and sach other States as may 

Sroperty and means pe: taiiilug to the public defense, be formed ont of that portion of the present Territory oft 
elonging to the said Itepublln of Texas, shall retain all Texas, lying soath of thirty*Bix degrees thirty ndnotei 
the publio funds, debts, taxes, and dues of every kind ' north latitude, commonly known as the Mlisoiiri OoiB* 
which may belong to, or be due or owing said Republic ; promise line, shall be admittad Into the Union with or 
and riiali also retain all the vacant and unappropriated without Slavery, as the people of each State, so hertaftif 

asking admission, may denre. 

On which the question was taken. Yeas, (all 
Whigs but 8) 18 ; Nays, 84. 

Various amendments were proposed and voted 
down. Among them, Mr. Foster, of Tenn.» 
moved an express stipulation that Slavery shoala 
be tolerated in all States formed out of tha 
Territory of Texas, south of the Missouri Una 
of 86^ 80*. Rejected — Yeas, 16 (Southern 
Whigs, and Sevier, of Arkansas) ; Nays, 88. 

Mr. Miner, of N. J., moved that the esdatenoe of 8la> 

admitted into the Union, with, or without Slavery, as the '''^^ J^^^'IfT^J'S^JSi^^J^JS^^M^ SSSiTSf 
people of each State a-king admission may desire ; and f ^';,.?jr~t'SL^™^'nTr.« L^ V^SeS^ 

bsuoh State or States as shaU be formed out of said .»*'''"'*; ^^^j*™?,*^"^^ 

Twritory, north of said Missouri Compromise Une, I " '^I'.it^J^lI^^^^jL^lMS^f^^t^^ 
aaTery or hiyoluntary servitude (except tor crime) shall Slaveholding and Non-SlavehoWing States. 



lands lying witbin its l;niiti), to be applied to the pay- 
ment of debts and liabil.ties of said Kepublic of Texas ; 
and the residue of itald lauds, after diiicharglng said debts 
and liabilities, to be diitpoded of as said 8tate may direct : 
but ia no event are said debts and liabilities to become 
a charge upon the United States. 

ThircL New States of convenient size, not exceeding 
four in number, in addkion to said State of Texas, and 
haTiiu; sufficient population,may h«reafter,by the consent 
of saw State, be formed out of the Territory thereof, 
which shall be entitled to adndsslon under the provisions 
of the Federal Constitution. And such States as may be 
termed oat of that portion of said Territory, lying south 
of tbirtj-ate degrees thirty minutes north latitude, com- 
monly known as the Missouri Compromise line, shall be 



be prohibitod. 
Mr. Gave Johnson, of Tennessee, moved the 

?rcvious question, which the House seconded — 
'eas, 118 ; Nays, 106 — and then the amendment 



Yeas, 11 ; all Northern Whigs, except Mr. 
Crittenden, Ky. Nays, 88. 

The vote in the Senate on the joint resolntioii 
for Annexation stood, Yeas, 26, all Demo* 



THB STSDOeUE FOB SLATEBT RESTRICTIOIT. 



emw bat 3; Kajs, SB, (■nWbigB> Id tlie 
Hook. TeaH 134, &U DeiuDcraUbnt 1 : Nbjh, 11, 
(all Whig*). 

Taui IwTiQg been iDiiexed dnrlug the Bam- 
m«r of 1846, in panusace of the Joint resolu- 
tion of the two HooBca of Congren, & portion 
of the United Slat«8 Armjr, under Oen. T>Tlor, 
WM, e«rly in tlie spring of 1846, nio»ed down 
to the east bank of tte Bio Brsnde del Norte, 
cUimed by Texas u her veatem bonndarr, but 
not to regarded b; Heiico. A hoaUle colMon 
ensued, reaulUng in war between Che United 
States and Mexico. 

It waa earlj thereafter deemed ftdyisable that 
a eonaiderable sum should ba placed hj Con- 
pM* *t (he President'e diapoaal to neeotiate an 
•dTanttReous Treaty of Peace and Lunita with 
tbe Menean GoTernment. A, meisage to this 
e&bet waa aubmitied bj Pretident Polk to Con- 
gn«i,AiigiuC Sth, 1646, and a biJl in aocord- 
■noa with ite suggestions laid belbre the House, 
wbleb proceded to couaider the subject in Com- 
nuttoe of the Whole. The bill appropriating 
980,000 for immediate uae in negotialiona wl' 
■esieo, and placing (a,OUO,iX>0 more at t 
diinowl of the Preaident, to be employed 
maUng peace, Hr. Darid Wilmot, of Ph., after 
COniultation with other Norihern Democnita, 
«lbred the following FrovUo, in addition to ' 
trst leetion of the bill : 



Sl«re™ noi 



.ODVji hemln tppraprlab 
«rj Hrdtuds (ball aroi u 



TerTllor7, except fo: 






Thia prOTiso waa carried In Committee, by the 
Btrong TOte of eighty-three to eiity-four — only 
tiine Vembera (Democrala) from the Pree- 
Statea, it vu eald, opposing it. (So record ie 
made of IndiTidaol votea in Committee of the 
Whole.) The bill was then reported K 
Hoaae, and Mr. Kathbun, of N. Y., moved the 
(mTioua qneation on it» engroEsment, 

Kr. Tibbatts, of Ey., moved that it do !ii 
ihe table. Defeated— Yeas, 7S ; (Stephen 
Douglas, John A. HcCIemand, John Fet^t, 
and Bobert C. Schenck, voting with the South 
to lay on the table ;) Mays 9S ; < Henry Grider 
and William P. Tbomaaaon, of Ky. (Whlgsj 
ToUng witlrthe North againet Ic 

The bill waa then engroeaed for Ite third 
reading by Yeas BE, Nays, 80 ; and tboa poaeed 
without torther division. A motJou to re 
Met was laid on the uble— Yeas, 1 1 ; Nays 
So the bill was passed and eent to the Set 
where Hr. Diiau U. Lewis, of Alabama, moved 
that the Froviui above cited be stricken out; 
on which debtite aroiie, and Ur. Joba Davis of 
Bass., wae speaking when, at noon of August 
10th, the lime fiied for a^ourament having 
arrived, both Houses B(|jourued without day. 

The XXXth Congress assembled Deo. 6, 1841. 
Ftb. :i8th 1848, Mr. Putnam of New-Tork 

movui) the following ; 

Wlitrtat, In tbe uWunaat «t tba dUniialUa pnAnt 

batiTMa Ibta coiLBtrj asd Uuka, terrltarj staj 

%aSiti In whloti SUr«7 doia not now «dal. 



loofrtM, in the orgaDlialion or a tarrt- 
at an aaHy peilod ot our ptrilUeal bto- 
• prlncdple vorttv ot ImiUIMn IB aB 
tut ams,(Orblddlii| llituiliteDca of SlaveiT In tn* 
■rilDiTt llurctora, 

EttSlitd, IbM In anr Cwrltorj'. Ibal an; be ac* 
qnlrel from Kailoo, oiar nhich ihall lie HtabUihad 
terrlnulal (ovanunaBt*, Uaicrf, or iDvoliiDlai; ■(nf- 

p°ar^ ikai^Ta baao dnlir Mnvleted, ihi'u be 



Mr. B. Brodhead, of Penn., moved that tMa 
•olutlon lie on the table. Carried: Yeas, lOfi; 

ytat — all the members from Slave Statea, 
but John W. Houston (Whig), ef DeUwnrc^ 
wlih the following from Free States (all Demo- 
arats bat Levin) : 

Hi[n.— Am W. H. OUpp, ftiaklln Cluk, Jai. B. 
Wller, HaeUah WUUami— ^ 

Nev-Tou.— Aoibura Blrdull, DaTid B. JaAaoa, 
Freilnlek W. Lord, WULIsm B. Macla^-*. 

Ltalt a ZrvUti Jab Man-4. 
Ohio.— William KeimDm Jr., Joba K. UUloF.Thomaa 

l!iiiuvA.— CbarlH W. Cathcart IIiomM J. Heolar, 
Jdbn tettlt, Jobs L SaUuoii, WiMam W. mok~lL 

iLUBOis.— Otiando B. neklln, Jobn A. UeOlerDaad, 
WUiiun a. ElcbaribOD, Bobert BmHli, Ibomaa J. 

A'ayi— all the Whiea and a Urge majority of 
the Ueuiocrata from Free Sutes, with Jobn W. 
[Tousion afarewid. 

This vote terminated all direct action in 
fiivor of the Wilraoi Provieo for that Session. 

J«lg ISlh.— In Senate, Mr. Clayton, of DeL, 
froui ttie Select Committee to which was re- 
ferred, on the ISth iust., the bill providing a ter- 
rUorial government for Oregon, reported a hill 
m catabliata Territorial governments for Oregon, 
N'tH Heiico, and Califomis, which was read, 
([[proposed to submit all questions ae to (be 
riglitful eiietence or extent of Slavery in the 
Territories to the dedliou of the Supreme Court 
of the United States.) 

J:^!/, 24th.— Becend reading. Mr. Baldwin, 
uf Conn., moved to strike out so much of said 
bill u relates to California and New Mexico. 
Uejscted : Yeas, 11 (Northern Free Soil men of 
liolh parties) ; Kays, ST. 

Tae bill was discussed through several eao- 
ctec^ng days. On the S6th, Mr. Clarke, of B 
I., moved to idd to tbe flth section : 

Piitvided, hinetrtr, 



Lng Blavarj or Iniol 
rabd, UDlU tbe aa 



Toment of .KldiMrllorj p« 



ntaiTi. 



e tberein 

KibjO 






Itejecled: Yeas, IS [Ck)l. Benton, and IB 
};or(hern Freesoilurs of both panjes]; Nays, 88. 

Ur. Beverdj Johnson, of Md., moved to 
aniond the bill by inserting: 

Eiccpl onlj, that in 111 eaia at title M ilave^ Iha 
■Bid write of error or appeal* iball be allowed and da- 



CiTried; Yeas, 31 (all sorts); Nays, IB (all 
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Cbe dnty of the sttoniaTB tot mM Terrltoriet, rapM- 
tf rdj, on the conqilaiot of anj penon held In mToran- 
tar7 Mrrltode tberda. to mue ^q^leatlon tn hie bo- 
half In due form of law, to the eoort next thereefler to 
be holden in Mid Terr it ory ^ f»r a writ of habene eorpoi* 
to be directed to the pereon eo hohOnf eoeh appMcan t 
In senrtee aa aforeuld, and to pntsne all needral sms- 
farei In hb behalf; and if thedecMon of radi eoort riiall 
be adTene to the ap^eattcm, or U; on the reton of the 
writ, relief ihall be denied to the applieant, on the 
gronnd that he Is a slaTo hdd In eenduiae In mM Terrl* 
tory, said attorney shall caoie an appeal to be taken 
therefhtm, and the record of all the proceedings In the 
ease to be transmitted to the Supreme Gout of the 
United States as speedily as may be. and to giTe notice 
thereof to the Attorney General of the United States, 
who shall prosecote the same before saM Oonrt, who 
diall proceed to bear and determine the same at the 
flnt term thereot 

Yeas, 15 (all Northern, except Benton); 
Kays, ftl. 

Mr. Daris, of Mass., moved to strike out nc- 
tion 12, and insert as follows: 

Sec 12. And he Ufitrth4f enacted. That so mnch 
of the sixth section of the ordinance of the ISth July, 
1787, as Is contained In the fbllowing words ; Tia. * There 
ihaQ be nether SUvery nor involontary serntnde In the 
■aid Territory, otherwise than In the punishment of 
•rimes, whereof the party shall have been dnly con- 
rieted,* shall be and remain In force In the Territory of 
Oregon. 

This was defeated ; Yeas, 21 ; Nays, 83. 
The bill was then engrossed for a third read- 
ing ; Yeas, 38 ; Nays, 22 ; as follows : 

Ye4u — For Clayton's Compromise : 



Atchison, 

Atherton. 

Benton, 

Berrien, 

Borland, 

Breese, 

Bright, 

Butler, 

Calhoun, 

Clayton, 

Daris, ICisc 

Dickinson, 

Douglas, 

Downs, 

Foote, 

Hannegan, 



Tulee— 88. 



Houston, 
Hunter, 
Johnson, M d. 
Johnson, La. 
Johnson, Q^ 

fSSSi, 

Mangam, 

Mason, 

Fheipe, 

Rusk, 

Sebastian, 

Spruance, 

Sturgeon, 

Tumey, 

Westeott, 



Hale, 

Hamlin, 

Metoalt 

Miller, 

NUes, 

Underwood, 

^ham, 

Walker- 



Nay$ — Against Clayton^s bill : 

Meisri. Allen, Vekh, 

Badger, lltigerald, 

Baldwin, Greene, 

Bell, - - 

Bradbury, 

Clarke, 

CorwiI^ 

Daris, Mass. 

Dayton, 

Diz. 

Dodge, 

So the bill was engrossed, and immediately 
massed without a dirision. 

Jfdy 28<A.— This bill reached the Honse, and 
was taken up and read twice. 
^ Mr. A. H. Stephens, of 6a., moved that the 
)ill do lie on the table. Yeas and Kays orderd, 
ftnd the motion prerailed: Yeas, 112; Nays, 
97. 

Teoi, all the Free Stete Whigs, with 8 Whigs 
from Slave States; 20 Democrats from Free 
States. 

J^aye — 21 Democrats from Free States, with 
T6 Democrats and Whigs from Slave States. 

Mr. Pollock, of Pa., moved that this vote be 
reconsidered, and that the motion to reconsider 
do lie on the table; which prevailed: Yeas, 
118; Nays, 96. 



So Mr. CUyton^t pn^ect of Gomprondit ▼■■ 
defeated. 

The next session of the same Congress openad 
under very different anspices. The Me:deui 
War had been terminated, so that none ooold 
longer be deterred from voting for SUveir Ss 
elusion by a fear that the proeecudon of ho^ 
tilities would thereby be embarrassed. General 
Taylor had been elected President, receiTing 
the votes of Delaware, Maryland, North Oaro- 
lina, Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Louisiana, 
and Florida— a moiety of the Slave States— orer 
Gen. Cass, now the avowed opponent of SUvery 
Restricti<m. Manv of the Northern Democnts 
considered themselves absolved by this vote ftma 
all extra-constitutional obUgations to the Sooth, 
and voted accordingly. 

Dee. 18.— Mr. J. M. Boot, of OMo, oflSmd 

the following : 

Se9ol9ed^ That the Committee on Tenitories he ti* 
structed to xcport to this House, wHh as tttle delay as 
practicable, a Vm or bQIs proriding a Territorial OewB- 
ment fl»r eadi of the Termorieeor New Meade* and QeM^ 
fomla, and ezcbuUng SlaToy therefinom. 

A call of the Honse was had, and the prev i oii 
question ordered. 

Mr. W. P. Hall, of Mo., moved that the naw 
do lie on the table. Lost : Yeas, 80 ; Nays, IOC 

The resolve then passed: Yeas, 108; Ktyt, 
80, viz. : 

Tea*—AU the Whigs from Free States, and all ths D» 
mocrats, but those noted as Nays below, nwlnding the M 
lowing, who had Toted against the same pAidgXe al tht 
former session : 

Madii.— Asa W. H. Clamt, James B. WD^— t. 

Ncw-ToaK.— Frederick w. Lord^l. 

Ohio. — ^Thomas Rldiey->1. 

ImiAMk. — Charles W. Cathcart. Thomas J. Henky, John 
L. Robinson, William W. Wick— ^ 

iLLoron. — ^Robert Smith— 1. 

Messrs. Clark and H. WHUams, of Maine, BfadsaB and 
Maday, of New-York, Brodhead and Mann, of Pa., Pullll, 
of Ind., ricklln and McClelland, of HL, who voted with 
the South at tiie former sesslon-«ow failed to vote. 

Mr. Jackson, of N. T, who then roted with the Vaolh, 
had been succeeded by Mr. H. Greel^, who voted wtthtte 
North. 

IS^aft^AH the Members rotfng trcm the Slavs Static 
with tbe foUowing from the Free States : 

Ncw-ToaK.— Henry 0. Murphy— 1. 

PsmsTLVAXiA.— Cluules Brown, Charles J. Ing wsoll— H 

Obic— WHUam Kennon, Jun., John K. MOter, Wmhm 
Sawyer— 8. 

iLUNoa.— winiam A. Richardson:— 1. 

Iowa.— Shepherd Lelller— 1. 

Total Nays from Free States— 8. 

Mr. Robinson, of Ind., moved a reoonadsni" 
tion of this vote, which motion (Dec. 18), on 
motion of Mr. Wentworth, of DL, was laid on 
the table : Yeas, 105 ; Nays, 83. 

The Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation bill 
having passed the House in the usual fonii,oaiM 
up to the Senate, where it was debated several 
days. 

Feb, 21<^.— Mr. Walker, of Wise, moved an 
amendment, extending dl the laws of the United 
States, so far as apjMicable, to the Territories 
acquired from Mexico. 

Mr. Ben, of Tenn., moved to add further seo- 
tions organizing the State of California, to be 
admitted into the Union on the Ist of October 
next. This was rejected : Yeas, 4 (Bell, Dodge 
of Iowa, Douglas, Davis) ; Nays, 39. 

Feb, 2Qth, — ^Mr. Dayton, of N. J., moved thr 
the President be vested with power to provic 
a suitable temporary government for the T^ 
ritories. Rejected : zeaa, 8 ; Nays, 47. 



OBSCk)ir. 



n 



The qtiettloii recurred on Mr. Walker's amend- 
.IMmt, which was carried: Teas, t9; Nays, 
ST. 

The bill being returned to the House, thus 
Amended, this amendment was (March 2d) TOted 
[down: Teas, 101; Nays, 115 — as follows: 

Tmm— 4ill the members fW)m the Slave 
States, with the following from the Free States, 
Tis.: 

VAin— HeMkUh WlUIams— 1. 
Viw-TOEK— Atubam BirdsaU— 1. 
FonraTLTAMiA— Samael A. Bridges, Udiard Brod- 
fcsaJ, Oharlea Brown, Charlts J. Ing«rtoll, Ltwii C 



Oaio— WillUm Kennon^., William Sawyer— 9. 
Iu j50»— Orhmdo B. FlckUn, John A. MeClemand, 
WHSam A. IUchardM>ii~8. 
Iowa— Shepherd Leffler— 1. 

Total, thirteen from Free States ; eiehtj-cight 
from Slave States. (Only two ft'om Stave States 
absent or silent.) 

Jiay» — all the Whigs from Free States, and aU 
the Democrats from Free States, except those 
named above. 

6o the House refused to concur in this amend- 
ment, and the bill was returned to the Senate 
Moordmgly. 

The Senate resolved to insist on its amend- 
ment, and ask a conference, which was granted, 
but resulted in nothing. Messrs. Atherton, of 
N. H., Dickinson, of N. T., and Berrien, of Ga., 
were managers on the part of the Senate, and 
insisted on its amendment, organising the Ter- 
ritories without restriction as to Slavery. 
Messrs. Vinton, of Ohio, NicoU, of N. T., and 
Horehead, of Ky., were appointed on the part 
of the House. These, after a long sitting, re- 
ported their inability to agree, and were dis- 
oharged. 

The bill being now returned to the House, Mr. 
McOlernand, of HL, moved that the House do 
recede from its disagreement. Carried : Teas, 
111; Nays, 106. 

Mr. R. W. Thompson, of Ind., moved that the 
House concur with the Senate, with an amend- 
ment, which was a substitute, extending the 
lavs of the United States over said Territories, 
but leaving them unorganized,—; 

And that, until the fonrth day of July, elu^tetn hundred 
and flfty, unless Congress shall sooner provide for the 
goT«mment of said Territories, the eerieUng lawe there- 
^eh^tU be retained and obeerved, 

Tlie question being reached on amending the 
8eni.te*s proposition as proposed by Mr. Thomp- 
son, it was carried : Teas, 111 ; Nays, 105. 

(All the Southern members in the negative, 
with Levin and a few of the Northern Demo- 
crat! ; the residue, with all the Northern Whigs, 
in the affirmative.) 

The House now proceeded to agree to the 
Senate^s amendment, at amended : Teas, 110 ; 
Kays, 108, (the same as before ; the friends of 
the Senate^s proposition voting agidnst it, as 
amended, and vice verea, on the understanding 
that Mr. Thompson's amendment would exclude 
Slavery.) 

The bill as thus amended being returned to 
Ihe Senate, it refused to agree to the House's 
amendment, and receded from its own proposi- 
tion ; so the bill was passed and the session 
dosed, with no provision for the government of 
the newly-acquired Territorlet 



OBiCKnr. 

Auff, 6, 1846.— Mr. Douglas, from the Coin> 
mittee on Territories, reported to the House a 
bill organizing the Territory of Oregon. 

Said bill was diseussed in Committee of the 

Whole, and the following amendment agreed to : 

And neither Slarery, wuc tnvohintary Mrritode shall 
ever exist in aaid Territory, except for crime vhereof 
the party shall have been duly eonvicted. 

On coming out of Committee, this amend- 
ment was agreed to — ^Teas, 108 ; Nays, 44. (The 
Nays are all Southern, but Charles J. IngersolL, 
Orlando B. Ilcklin, and possibly one or two 
others ; and aU Democrats, but some half a 
dozen from the South, of whom Robert Toombs 
has since turned Democrat.) Stephen A. Doug- 
las did not vote. The bill passed the House 
without further opposition, was read twice in 
the Senate, and referred ; and Mr. Westcott, of 
Florida, made a report thereon from the Com- 
mittee on Territories; but the session closed 
without ftirther action on the Mil 

This Congress reassembled, Dec. 'Tth, 1846. 
On the 28(^ Mr. Doug^ again reported his 
bill to provide a Territorifd government for 
Oregon, which was read twice and committed : 
Jan. 11th, 1847, was discussed in Committee, 
as also on the 12th and 14th, when it was 
resolved, to close the debate. On the 15th, it 
was taken out of Committee, when Gen. Burt, 
of S. C, moved the following addition (already 
moved, debated, and voted down in Committee) 
to the clause forbidding Slavery in said Terri- 
tory: 

Inasmuch as the whole of said Territory lies north of 
thirty<siz decrees thirty minutes north latitude, known 
as the line of the Blissouri Compromise. 

The purpose of this is clear enoueh. It was 
intended to recognize the Missouri line, not as 
limited to the Teiritories possessed by the United 
States at the time said line was established, 
but as extending to all that has since been, or 
hereafter should be, acquired, so as to legalize 
Slavery in any Territory henceforth to be 
acquired by us south of 86<^ SO'. 

Mr. Burt's amendment was negatived : Teas, 
82; Nays, 114. 

The vote was very nearly sectional ; but the 

following members from Free States voted in 

the minority : 

pKiTKSTLTivLi— Charles J. Ingersoll— 1. 
iLLorois— Stephen A. Douglas, Robt. Smtthr— 8. 
Iowa— C. S. Hastings— 1. In all, 5. 

No member from a Slave State voted in 
the majority. The bill then passed : Teas, 184 ; 
Nays, 85, (all Southern). 

Jan. 16. — The bill reached the Senate, and 

was sent to the Judiciary Committee, consisting 

of 

Messrs. Ashley, Ark. Berrien, Ga. Westcott, Via. 

Breese, 111. Dayton, N. J. 

Jan. 26.— Mr. Ashley reported the Oregon 
bill with amendments, which were ordered to 
be printed. 

29.— Said bill, on motion of Mr. Westcott, 
was recommitted to the Judiciary Committee. 

Feb 10. — Mr. Ashley again reported it with 
amendments. 

March 8.— It was taken up as in Committee 
of the Whole, when Mr. Evans, of Maine, moved 
that it be laid on the table. Defeated : Teas, 



u 
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19, (all Whigs but Calhoan, of S. C, and Yulee 
of Florida) ; Nays, 26, (24 Dem., with Ciorwin 
of Ohio, and Jonnson of Lonisiana.) 

Mr.Westoott, of Fla., immediatelj mored that 
the bill do lie on the table, which preyailed : 
Yeas, 26 ; Nays, 18 (a mixed vote, evidently 
governed by various motives) ; but the nega- 
tives were all Democrats, but Corwin and John* 
son aforesaid. This being the last day of the 
session, it was evident that the bill, if opposed, 
as it was certain to be, could not get through, 
and it was, doubtless, in behalf of other press- 
ing business that many Senators voted to lay 
this aside. It was, of course, dead for the ses- 
sion. 

Dee, 6, 1847. — ^The XXXth Congress assem- 
bled ; Robert C. Winthrop (Whig) of Mass, was 
chosen Speaker of the House. President Polk, 
in his Annual Message, regretted that Oregon 
had not already been organized, and urged the 
necessity of action on the subject. 

Feb. 9.— Mr. Caleb B. Smith, of Indiana, re- 
ported to the House a bill to establish the terri- 
torial government of Oregon ; which, by a vote 
of two-thirds, was made a special order for 
March 14th. It was postponed, however, to 
the 28th ; when it was taken up and discussed, 
as on one or two subsequent days. May 29th, 
it was again made a special order next after the 
Appropriation bills. The President that day 
sent a special message, urging action on this 
subject. July 25th, it was taken up in earnest ; 
Mr. Wentwortb, of Illinois, moving that debate 
on it in Committee cease at two o'clock this 
day. 

Mr. Geo. S. Houston, of Ala., endeavored to 
put this motion on the table. Defeated : Teas 
85 ; Nays 89, (nearly, but not fully, a sectional 
division). Mr. Gko. W. Jones, of Tenn., moved 
a reconsideration, which was carried : Yeas, 
100 ; Nars, 88 ; and the resolution laid on the 
table : Yeas, 96 ; Nays, 90. 

The bill continued to be discussed, and 
finally (Aug. 1) was got out of Committee; 
when Mr. C. B. Smith moved the Previous 
Question thereon, which was ordered. 

Aibg. 2. — The Hou^iie came to a vote on an 
amendment made in Coinmittee, whereby the 
following provision of the original bill was 
stricken out : 

That the inhabitants of said Territory shall b« enti- 
tled to enjoy all and singular, the rights, pririleges, and 
advantages granted and secured to the people of tJie 
Territory of the United States northwest of the river 
Ohio, by the articles of compact contained in the ordi> 
nance for the government of said Territory, passed the 
18th day of July, seventeen hundred and eighty-seven ; 
and shall be subject to all the conditions, and restric- 
tions, and prohibitions in said articles of compact im- 
posed upon tlie people of said territory, and — 

The House refused to agree to this amend- 
ment: Yeas, 88; Nays, 114. 

The Members from the Free States who voted 
with the South to strike Qjut, were — 

New Tork.— Ausbum Birdsall— 1. 

Ohio.— William Kennon, Jun., John K. Miller— 2. 

luJMoid. — Orlando B. Vicklin, John A. HcClernand, 
WiUlamA Richardson— 8. 

Ijidiava.— John L. Robinson, William W. Wick— 2. 

Mr. John W, Houston of Delaware voted in the ma- 
jority. 

The bill was then passed : Teas, 128 ; Nays, 
71. 
[This vote was almost completely sectional 



Mr. Houston, of Delaware, voting in the nujoilty 
as before : otherwise, members from the FrM 
States in the affirmative ; those from the SUtV 
States in the negative.] 

Aug, 8. — This bill reached the Senate, whea 
Mr. Badger, of N. C, moved its indefinita poil- 
ponement : negatived, 47 to 1, (Yulee). It wii 
then sent to the Committee on Territories. 

The Senate had had under consideration, 
from time to time through the Session, a bflf 
of its own, reported by Mr. Douglas, which wm 
finally referred to a select Committee— Mr. Clay* 
ton, of Delaware, Chairman — and by said eonw 
mittee reported some days before the receptioa 
of the House bill It was then dropped. 

Aug, 6.— Mr. Douglas reported the House 
bill, with amendments, which were printed. 

Aug, 10. — After some days' debate, the 
Senate proceeded to vote. Mr. Foote, of MisiL, 
moved that the bill do lie on the table. De* 
feated : Teas, 15 (Southern) ; Nays, 86. 

On the question of agreeing to this amende 
ment: 

Inasmuch as the aaid Territory Is north of thlrty-tlx 
deg. thirty min., usually known •« the [line of the] Ml» 
■ottrt G<»npromls6. 

It was rejected : Teas, 2 (Bright and Dou 
glas) ; Nays, 02. 

Mr. Douglas moved to amend the bill, by la* 
serting after the word ** enacted :** 

That the line of thirty-siz degrees and thir^ 
minutei of north latitudCt known as the Missouri Oon* 
promise line, as defined in the eighth seetion of aa a«l 
entitled, *^ An Act to authorise the people of the MlMOWf 
Territory to form a Oonstitotional and State Goven^ 
ment, and for the admission of such State Into the Unloo* 
on an equal footing with the original States, and to pce- 
hibit Slavery in certain Territories, approved March tth, 
1620," be, and the same is hereby, declared to extend to 
the Pacific Ocean ; and the said eighth section, togethtf 
with the compromise therein effected, is liereby revtvad, 
and declared to be Id full force and binding, fbr the 
Aiture organisation of the Territories of the Unltad 
States in the same sense, and with the same undentaad* 
ing with which it was originally adoi^ed ; and— 

Which was carried : Yeas, 88 ; Nays, 21 ; ai fbl 
lows: 

TeciM — ^For recognizing the Missouri line as 
rightfully extending to the Pacific : 

Messrs. Atchison, Hannegan, 

Badger,* Houston, 

Bell, Hunter, 

Benton, Johnson of Md«« 

Berrien, Johnson of La.« 

Borland, Johnson of Ga.« 

Bright, King, 

Butler, Lewis, 

Oalhoun, Mangum, 

Cameron, Mason, 

Davis of Miss., Metoalf, 

Dickinson, Pearco, 

Douglas, Sebastian, 

Downs, Spruance, 

Fitcgerald, Sturgeon, 

Foote of Miss., Tumey, 
Underwood— 38. 

Nays — Against recognizing said line : 

Messrs. Allen, Dodge, 

Atherton, Felch, 

Baldwin, Greene, 

Bradbury, Hale, 

Breese, Hamlin, 

Clarke, MlUer, 

Corwin, Niles, 

Davis of Mass., Phelps, 

Dayton, Upham, 

Dix, Walker, 
Webster— 21. 

The bill was then engrossed for a third roa4 
ing : Teas, 33 ; Nays, 22 ; (nearly the 8am« ai . 
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befbre— Westeott of Florida added to the 
Kays— and thus passed). 

A^ff. 11. — ^Tbe bill, thus amended, having 
been returned to the House, the amendment 
of Kr. Douglas, just recited, was rejected : 
Yeaa, 82 ; Nays, 121. 

Teas from Free States : 

Nkw Toxk.— Ausbum Birdsall— 1. 

PaniTLVASiA.— Chairlei Brown, Charles J. IntrersoU— 2. 

Otherwise, from Slave States, all Yeas : from 
Free States, all Nays. 

Aug. 12. — ^The Senate, after voting down 
various propositions to lay on the table, etc., 
finally decided to recede from its amendments to 
the Oregon bill, and pass it as it came ftom the 
House : Yeas, 29 ; Nays, 25 (all from Slave 
States}. 

So the bill became a law, and Oregon a Terri- 
tory, under the original Jefferson or Dane Pro- 
viso against Slavery. 

THB COMPROMISE OF 1850. 

.The XXXIst Congress commenced its first 
Seenoo at Washington, Dec. 8, 1849 ; but the 
House was unable to organize — no person re- 
cei^g a majority of all the votes for Speaker 
— until the 22nd, when, the Plurality rule hav- 
ing been adopted by a vote of 118 to 106, Mr. 
fiowell Cobb, of Ga., was elected, having 102 
votes to 100 for Robert C. Winthrop of Mass., 
and 80 scattering. It was thereupon resolved 
—Teas, 149 ; Nays, 86—" That Howell Cobb be 
declared duly elected Speaker;" and on the 
84th President Zachary Taylor transmitted to- 
botii Houses his first Annual Message, in the 
course of which he says : 

Vo dvil goTemment having been provided by Con- 
flor California, the people of that Territory, im- 
[ bf the neceMities of their poHtleal condition, 
itlj met in Convention, for the purpose of forming 
a OowKitatlon and State Guremraent ; which, the latest 
advices give me reason to itippoae, has been aecom- 
pBahad ; and it is believed they will shortly apply for the 
admlation of California into the Union, as a Sovereign 
State. Should such he the case, and should their consti- 
tatton be conformable to the requisiUons of the Consti- 
tution of the United States, I recommend their appltca- 
tfon to the favorable consideration of Congress. 

Tbe people of Neir*Mexico will also, it is believed, 
at no very distant period, present themselves for admis- 
sion into the Union. Preparatory to the admission of 
California and New-Mexico, the people of each will have 
Imtitoted for themselves a republican form of govern- 
ment, laying its foundation in such principles, and 
organising its power In such form, as to them shall seem, 
most llkdy to efTect their safety and happiness. 

At awaiting their action, all nneasinees may be 
avoidsd and confidence and Idnd feeling preserved. 
With a view of mdntaining the harmony and tranquillity 
so dear to all, we should abstdn flrom the introduction of 
tboM ezdting topics of a secUonal character which have 
Utherto produced painfull apprehensions in the public 
mta&d : and I repeat tiie solemn warning of the first aad 
most Dlnstrioua of my predecessors, against ftimishing 
aaj arovnd for eharaoterlxing parues by geographlcu 
ttwnminationi. 

Jan, 4 — Gen. Sam. Houston, of Texas, sub- 
mitted to the Senate the following proposition . 

Whereae, The Congress of the United States, possess- 
tic only a delegated authority, have no power over the 
Ruject of Negro Slavery within the limits of the United 
itates, either to prohibit or interfere with it, in the States, 
Torritoriea, or District, where, by ntnniclpsl law, it now 
•xIbU, or to establish it in any State or Territory where 
It does not exist ; but, Si an assurance and guaranty to 
Momoto harmony, quiet apprehension and remove seo- 
ttonal prdadlce, which by possibiUty midit impah: or 
woakSD love and devotion to the Union in any part of 
Iha eoanftiy, it is hereby 



Beeolved, That, as the people in Territories have Um 
same inherent rigfata of edd^'govemroent as the people im 
the States, if in the exercise of such inherent rij^ts the peo- 
ple in the newly-acquired Territories, by the Annezatioa 
of Texas and the acquUtion of California and New-Mtsi* 
CO, south of the parallel of 86 degrees and 80 ndnntes o# 
north latitude, extending to the Padflc Ocean, shall estab* 
lish Negro Slavery in the formation of their state goveni- 
ments, it shall be deemed no objection to thdradmiiiioB 
as a State or States into the Union, in accordance with 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Jan, 21. — Gen. Taylor, in answer to a resolu- 
tion of inquiry, sent a message to the House, 
stating that he had urged Uie formation of 
State Governments in California and New- 
Mexico. 

Feb, 18, 1850. — Gen. Taylor communicated 
to Consress the Cousdtufcion (free) of the State 
of California. 

Jan. 29, 1850.— Mr. Henry Clay, of Eentuckyy 
submitted to the Senate the following pro- 
positions, with others, which were made a special 
order and printed : 

1. Seeoivedf That Califortda, with sidtable boun- 
daries, oui^t, upon her applicauon, to be admitted as 
one of the States of this Union, without the imposition by 
Congress of any restriction in respect to the exclusion or 
introduction of Slavery within those boundaries. 

S. Beaded. That as Slavery does not exist by law, 
and is not likely to be introduced into any of the terri- 
tory acquired by the United States ftrom the Republic of 
Mexico, it is inexpedient for Congress to provide by law 
either for its introduction into, or exclusion Arom, any 
part of the .said Territory; and tiiat apprc^riate terri- 
torial governments ought to be established by Congress, 
in all the sidd Territory, not assigned as within the boun- 
daries of tiie proposed State of California, without the 
adoption of any restriction or eondltion on the subject of 
Slavery. 

5. Heeotvedf That it is inexpedient to abolish Slavery 
In the District of Columbia, whilst that institution coo* 
tinues to exist in the State of Maryland, without the con> 
sent of that State, without the consent of the people of 
the District, and without Just compensation to the 
owners of slaves within the District. 

C But Jieeoived^ That it ie expedient to prohibit, with- 
in the District, the slave-tntde in slaves brought Into it 
from States or places beyond the limits of the District, 
either to be sold Uierein as merchandise, or to be 
transported to other markets without the District of 
Columbia. 

7. Seeolvedf That more efltectual provision ought to be 
made by law, according to the requirement of the Con- 
stitution, for the restitution and delivery of persons bound 
to service or labor In any SUte, who may escape into any 
other State or I'erritory in the Union. And, 

8- Be9olvedf That Congress has no power to prohibit OT 
obstruct the trade in slaves between the slaveholding 
States, but that the admission or exclusion of slaves 
brought from one into another of them, depends exclu- 
sively upon their own particular laws. 

Feb, 28.— Mr. John BeU, of Tennessee, sub- 
mitted to the Senate the following proposi- 
tions: 

Wherecu, Considerations of the hisfaest interest to the 
whole country demand that the exlsung and increasing 
dissensions between the North and the South, on the 
subject of Slavery, shonld be speedily arrested, and that 
the questions in controversy be a4Justed upon some basis 
which shall tend to give present quiet, repress sectional 
animosiUes, remove, as far as poarible, the causes of 
future discord, and seeore the nntnterrupted enjoyment 
of those benefits and advantages whldi the Union was 
intended to confer in equal measure upon all its mem- 
bers; 

And, iohereat, It Is manifest, under present circum- 
stances, that no a4Jttstment nan be effected of t!ie points 
of difference unhappily existing between the Northern 
aad Southern sections of the Union, connected with the 
subject of Slavery, whidi shall secure to dther section all 
that is eontended for, and that mutual concessions upon 
questions of mere policy, not Involving the violation of 
any eonstltutional ripU or principle, must be the basis of 
every projoct affording any assurance of a favorable ao- 
eeptance; 

And, MJbsrsos, The Joint resolution for annexing 
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TwsM to the United SUteiL approred March 1, 1845^ eott- 
t-.t>.»» tbe foUowing oondition nod guarantj— that Is to 
nay : '* New States of cooTenlent slae, not exceeding foar 
in number, in addition to said State of Texas, and bar- 
iug sufficient population, may hereafter, by .the consent 
of said Sute, be formed oat of the territory thereof, 
wbicli shall be entitled to admission onder the provi- 
Bious of the Federal Constitution ; and such States as 
may be formed out of that portion of sidd Territory lying 
south of thirty -six degrees tiiirty ndnutes north Iswtude. 
commonly known as Uie Missouri Compromise line, shall 
be admitted into tlie Union with or without Slavery, as 
the people of each State, asking admission may desire ; 
and in such State or Sutes as shall be formed out of 
said territory uorUi of said Missouri Compromise line, 
Slavery, or Involuntary servitude (except for crime;, 
shall be prohibited :" Therefore, 

1. HtMohed, That the obligation to complv with the 
oondition and guaranty above recited in good ftiith be 
distinctly recoguised, and that, in part compliance with 
the same, as soon as the people of Texas shadl, by an act 
of their legislature, signity their assent by restricting the 
limiU thereof, within the Territory lying east of the 
Trinity and south of the Red River, and when the people 
Of the residue of the territory didmed by Texas adopt a 
constitution, republican in form, they be admitted into 
Union upon an equal footing in all respects with the ori- 
ginal States. 

S. Beaolvifdt That if Texas shall agree to cede, the 
United States will accept, a cession of all the onappro- 

firiated domain in all the Territory claimed by Texas, ly- 
ng west of the Colorado and extending north to the 
forty-second parallel of north latitude, together with the 

torisdiction and sovereignty of all the territory claimed 
ly Texas, north of the thirty-fourth parallel of north 
latitude, and to pay therefor a sum not exoeeding — • 
millions of dollars, to be applied hi the first place to the 
extinguishment of any poril(m of the existing public 
debt of Texas, for the discharge of which the united 
States are under any obligation, implied or otherwlso, 
and the remainder as Texas shall require. 

8w Rfoimed^ That when the popuhttion of that portion 
of the Territory claimed by Texas, lying south of the 
tUrty-fourth parallel of north latitude and west of the 
Colorado, shall be equal to the ratio of represen t ation in 
Congress, under the last preceding apportionment, ao* 
cording to the provisions of the Constitution, and the 

Epic of sudi Territory shall, with the assent of the new 
te contemplated in the preceding resolaUon, have 
Adopted a State ConsUtution, repablican im form, they 
he adn^tted into the Union as » State, upon an equal 
V>ting with the original States. 

iSsso^eeef , That all the Territory now claimed by Texas, 
lying north of the Uiirty-foorth parallel of north latitude, 
and which may be ceded to the United States by Texas, 
be incorporated with the Territory of New-Mexico, ex- 
e^t such part thereof as lies east of the Rio (i^rande and 
south of the thirty-fourth degree of north latitude, and 
that the Territory so composed form a State, to be ad- 
mitted into the Union, when the inhabitants thereof shall 
adopt a State Constitution, republican in form, with the 
consent of Congress ; but in the mean time, and until 
Congress shall c^ve such consent, provision l>e made for 
the government of the Inhabitants of said Territory suit- 
able to their condition, bat withoat any restriction as to 
Slavery. 

fi. JcMolvedf That all the Territory ceded to the 
United States, by the Treaty of Qaadalowpo Hidalgo, 
lying west of said Territory of New Mexico, and east of 
the contemplated new State of California, for the present, 
constitute one Territory, and for which some form of 
government suitable to the condition of the inliabltants 
be provided, without any restricUon as to Slavery. 

ft. MMolvidf That the Constitution recenUy formed 
by the people of the western portion of California, and 
presented to Congress by the President, on the 18th day 
of February, 1850, be accepted, and tlaat they be admit- 
ted into the Union as a State, apon aa tqaai footing in 
all respects with the original States. 

Betolved^ That, in future, the formation of State Con- 
stitutions, by the inhabitants of the Territories of the 
Un ted Stales, be regulated by law ; and that no such 
Constitution be hereafter fonned or adopted by the in- 
kabltants of any Territory belonging to the United 
States, witliout the consent and authority of Congress. 

8. S«ioifedf That the Inhabitants of any Territory of 
the U'Uted States, when they shall be authorised by Con^ 
gross tc f'^rm a State Constitution, shall have the sole 
and exclusive power to regulate and adjust all questions 
of internal aitate policy, of whatever nature they may be, 
controlled only by the restrictions expressly imposed by 
Uie Coniititutiou of the United States. 

9. JiMolv&df That the Committee on Territo:ies be 



inatnicted to report a hOI In oonformhif with ttMipMl 
and principles of the foregtrfng resolutiona. 

A debate of unusual duration, earnestoeiSi 
and abiiity ensued, mainV on Mr. Clay's Reio- 
lutious. They were reg^irded by uncompromis* 
ing champions, whether of Northern or of South- 
em views, but especially of the latter, as ooii> 
cediug substantially the matter in dispute to 
the other side. Thus, 

January 29<A. — Mr. Clay having read and 
briefly commented on his propositions, sfrurftm, 
he desired that they should be held over with- 
out debate, to give time for consideratioii, and 
made a special order for Monday or Tuesday 
following. But this was not assented to. 

Mr. Foote, of Mississippi, spoke against them 
generally, saying: 

If I understand the resolutions properly, they art ob- 
jectionable, as it seems to me, 

L Because they only assert that it is not tofp^Umt 
that Congress should abolish Slavery in the District of 
Columbia : thus allowing the implication to arise that 
Congress nas power to legislate on the subject of SiaveiT 
In the District, iriilch may hereafter be exercised, if it 
should become expedient to do so : whereas, I hold thai 
Congress has, under the Constitution, no such power at 
all, and that waj attempt thus to legislate would be a 
gross flraud iq>on all the States of the Union. 

8. The Reoolutions of the honorable Senator Mscrt 
that Slavery does not now exist by law in the Te i rit or lM 
recently acquired from Mexico; whereas. I am ^ 
opinion that the treaty with the Mexican republic carried 
the Constitation, Vfitk tiU it» guarawtlM, to all the TW- 
ritofy obtained by treaty, and se<wred the privikm te 
every Southern slaveholder to enter any part of tt, alp 
tended by his slave-property, and to ei^oy the lanif 
therehi, free firom all molestation or hindrance irtiatso* 
ever. 

8. Whether Slavery Is or is not likely to be hitrodaeai 
into these Territories, or into any of them, is a propose 
tlon too uncertain, in my Judgment, to be at praient 
positively affirmed: and I am unwilling to make a 
solemn legislative declaration on the point. LU I4# 
fuiurt prcvUU th€ appropriate tolutian q/* tkii imt^ 
ruling queaUon, 

4. Considering, as I have several times heretofort fbi^ 
maUy declared, the title of Texas to all the Tfenitioiy 
embraced in her boundaries, as lidd down in her law of 
1886, AilL complete, and undeniable, I am unwllUng to 
say anything, by resolution or otherwise, which maj la 
the least degree draw that title into question, as I tUak 
Is done in one of the resolutions of the honoriUtle Son^ 
tor fi-om Kentucky. 

6. As to the aboUtion of the •UM€4rade in the District 
of Columbia, I see no particular objection to it, provided 
it is done in a deUcate and Judicious manner, and is not 
a concession to the menaces and demands of fafitionhts 
aad fanatics. If other questions can be adjostod, tUs 
one will, perhaps, occasion but little dUBculty. 

7. The resolutions which provide for the restoration <rf 
fu^tlves from labor or service, and for the establlshoisiit 
of territorial governments, flree from all restriction on 
the subject of Slavery, have my hearty approvaL Tho 
last resolution— which asserts that Congress has no power 
to prohibit the trade in itlaves fjrom State to State I 
equally approve. 

8. if all other questions connected with the snlijoet el 
Slavery can be satisfactorily adj'^sted, I see ao oUoSi 
tion to admltthig all California, above the lino of M 
degrees 80 minutes, Into the Union ; provided amalk$r 
new iSXoce State can he laid qf wiihin Me preeeiU 
UnUte q^TMatf so as to keep the present equipouder* 
anoe between the Slave and Free States of the Unloa: 
and provided further, all this hi done by way of ooia- 
promiee^ and in order to eave the Utvion^ (a« dear to 
me as to aoy man living. ) 

Mr. Mason, of Virginia, after expressing 
his deep anxiety to ** go with him who 
went furthest, but within the limits of itr&ot 
duty, in adjusting these unhappy diiferenceSi'' 
added : 

Sir, so fkr as I have read these resolutions, Ihsrt Is 
bat one proposition to which I can ^ve a hearty Msant, 
and that is the resolutioc which proposes to nrfanlie 
Territorial governments at once in these Terrllorltff. 
without a declaration one way or Uie other aa to tti 
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Mr. WUUnm R. King, of Alabaran, was in- 
olioed to look with Uvm on Mr. Clsjs pro- 
iH>aLUODaj and as^otAd to some of tbem; but 
tie objeoted to the made in which Caiifomia hid 
formed what Is called a State GonatitittioD. H« 
ireferred the good old way ot flrat organking 
^'enitoriea, aud so training up their peofde " for 
the exercise and eqjojnieiit of our insticntioDs." 
Besides, be thonght "there vsa not that kind 
of populatjon there that iosdfied the formation 
of a BtatB OoTenunent.'' On the question of 
Slarerj in the new Territories, he said ; 
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Hr. Ckj, in reply, aald : 
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utonlflbmact hu nerer been greater than it was when I 
WW thli (Ur. Olay'i) pnposlaoa broo^ forward aa a 
comprondH -, and I iIh now, ilr, not for Iha pocpoee of 
'tacoHbig It at all, bat lo prolail nuHl aolemnlj anlnat It. 
oonilder lUi compromlH ai no compromise at all. What, 
r, doallHranttolbeBoBtbr 1 oan lee noOJng at »B. 
Hr. Bntler, of South Carolina, said : 
ia I Bndeiitaud U, the Senator tram Kentackj'i whole 
propoaUnB ef nimroinlea la nolUng more than Itale 1 ThU 
OeUDinte b abwbdlniHd etbarlag fOimad a Btale 
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it Is deariy to (be bade that nareiy Shan so 

Ttie debftte haiing engrossed the attentioD 
of the Senate for nearly two months — 

March 2B.— Mr. Donglsa, from the Cbm- 
littee on Territories, reported the following 
ills: 

Baoate, IDS.— A blU tor Ou admlvlan of GaUronla Into 
tba Uldon. 

Senate, ITO.— A bill to tstabllah Ibe Territorial GOT- 
emmenli of Utah and New-Maika, and for other par- 
paaat. 

These biOs were read, and passed to a second 
reading. 

April II.— Mr. Douglas raored that Hr. Bell'* 
reaolTea do lie oa the Ubta. Lost : Teas, S6 ; 
Nayg, SS. 

April IS.— The discuMioii of Hr. Clay's reso- 
lutions Mill prooeeding. Colonel Benton moTed 
that the prerlous orders be postponed, and that 
tbe Senate now proceed to consider tbe bill (S. 
169) for the admission of the State of Cali- 

Mr. Clay mored that Ibis propoijtion do lie 
on the table. Carried : Teas, 27 (for a Com- 
promise); Nays, U (for a aettleiueiit without 
compromise}. 
I Tbe Senate now look up Hr. Bell's resolTM, 
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tforesait!, when Mr. Benton moved that they 
lie on the table. Lost: Yeas, 24; Nays, 28. 

Mr. Benton next moved that thej be so 
Amended as not to connect or mix up the ad- 
mission of California with any other question. 
Lost: Yeas, 23; Nays, 28. 

Various modifications of the generic idea 
were severally voted down, generally by large 
maiorities. 

On motion of Mr. Foote, of Miss., it was now 

Ordtrtd^ That the reiolationf inbmltted by lir. Bell on 
the iSth February, together with the reeolotloDf submitted 
on the 89th of Januarv, by Ifr. Olay, be referred to a se- 
lect Oommittee of thirteen ; Pro9idtd^ that the Senate 
does not deem it necessary, and therefore dedineB, to ex- 
press in adrancie any opinion, or to give any instruction, 
either general or specmc, for the goldaaoe of the said 
Ooiualttee. 

April 19. — ^The Senate proceeded to elect by 
ballot such Select Committee, which was com- 
posed as follows : 

Mr. Henry Claar, of Ey., OhMirman, 

Mears. Dickinson, of N. T. Cooper, of Pa. 

Phelps, of Yt. Downs, of La. 

Ben, of Tenn. King, of Ala. 

Cass, of Mich. Kangnm, of N. 0. 

Webster, of Mass. Mason, of Ya. 

Berrien, of Q^ Bright, of Ind. 

May 8. — Mr. Clay, from said Oommittee, re- 
ported at length, the views and recommenda- 
tions of the report being substantially as fol- 
lows : 

1. The admission of any new State or States formed out 
of Texas to be postponed until they shall hereafter pre- 
ieot themselves to be received Into the Union, when It will 
be the duly of Congress fairly and faithftilly to execute 
the compact with Texas, by admitting such new State or 
Statei. 

8. The admission forthwith of CaUfomla into the Union, 
with tibe boundaries which she has proposed. 

8. The establishment of Territorial Oovemments. wtth- 
ont the "Vnimot Proviso, for New-Mexico and Utan. em- 
bradng all the territory recently acquired by the ifnited 
States firom Mexico, not contained in the boundaries of 
OUlfomla. 

4. The combination of these two last mmtioned mea> 
■ares In the same bill ; 

6. The establishment of the western and northern bound- 
aries of Texas, and the exclusion firom her Jmls^tlon of 
all New-Mexico, with the grant to Texas of a peoiniary 
equivalent; and the section for that purpose to be Incor- 
porated in the bill admitting California and establishing 
Territorial Gk>vemments for Utah and New-Mexloo. 

6. More effectual enactments of law to secure the prompt 
delivery of persons bound to service or labor In (me C^te, 
under the laws thereof, who escape into another State ; 
and, 

7. Abstahilng fi-om abolishing Slavery ; but, under a 
heavy penalty, prohibiting the uave-trade in the Dl^rlct 
of Columbia. 

The Senate proceeded to debate from day to 
day the provisions of the principal bill thus re- 
ported, commonly termed ** the Omnibus." 

June 28. — Mr, Soul6, of Louisiana, moved 
that all south of 86^ 30' be cut off from Cali- 
fornia, and formed into a Territory entitled 
South California, and that said Territory 

** shall, when ready, able, and wUUng to become a Stat^ 
and deserving to be sudi, be admitted with or withmit 
Slavery, as the people thereof shall deirire, and make 
known through thdr Constitution.** 

This was rejected : Yeas, 19 (all Soutnem) ; 
Kays, 86. 

July 10. — The discussion was interrupted by 
the death of President Taylor. Millard flllmore 
succeeded to the Presidency, and William R. 
King, of Alabama, was chosen President of the 
Senate, pro tempore, 

July 15.~The bill was reported to the Senate 
and amended so as to substitute ** that Congress 



shall make no law establishing or prohibiting "' 

Slavery in the new Territories, instead of '* in 

respect to ** it Yeas, 27 ; Nays, 25. 

Mr. Seward moved to add at the end of the 

87th section : 

But neither SlaveiT nor Invc^untary servitude shall be 
allowed In either of the Territories of New-Mexloo or Utah, 
exoept on legal conviction for crime. 

Which was negatived; Yeas and Nays not 
taken. 

July 17. — ^The Senate resumed the oonsidem* 
tion of the *' Omnibus bill.** 

Mr. Benton moved a change in the proposed 
boundary between Texas and Ifew-Mexicoi. Be- 
jected : Yeas, 18 ; Nays, 86. 

Mr. Foote moved that the 84th parallel of 
north latitude be the northern boundary of 
Texas throughout. Lost : Yeas, 20 ; Nays, M; 

July 19. — ^Mr. King moved that the panflel 
of 85^ 80* be the southern boundary of the 
State of California. Rejected : Yeas, 20 ; Nayi| 
87. 

Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, moved 86^ SC Be* 
jected : Yeas, 28 ; Nays, 82. 

July 28d. — Mr. Tumey, of Tenn., moved that 
the people of California be enabled to form • 
new State Constitution. Lost: Yeas, 19; 
Nays, 88. 

Mr. Jeff. Davis, of Mississippi, moved to add: 

And that all laws and usages existing In said Terrttoiy. 
at the date of its acqulsitbn by the United States, whkb 
deny or obstruct the right of any dtlsen of the Unttsd 
States to remove to, and reside in, said Territory, with aaa 
species of property legally held in any of the States or 
this Union, be, and are hereby declared to be, nuS aad 
void. 

This waR rejected : Yeas, 22 ; Nays, 88. 

Ptfas— For Davis's amendment : 



Messrs. Atchison, Mo. 
Barnwell, S. a 
Bell, Tenn. 
Berrien, Ga. 
Butler, 8. 0. 
OlemenSj Ala. 
Davis, Bfiss. 
Dawson, Ga. 



)n, »a 
Downs, La. 
Houston, Texas. 

ra. 



Kfaiff, Ala. 
• Maugum. N. €L 
BImnoq, 7a. 
Morton, Fla. 
Pratt, Md. 
Rusk, Texas. 
Sebastian, Ark. 
Soul6,La. 
Tumey, Tenn. 
>n, Texas. Underwood, Ibr, 

Hunter, Ya. Tulee, Via.— ML 

yaye — Against Davis's amendment : 

Messrs. Badger, N. 0. Foote, Mlflb 

Baldwin, Oonn. Greene, B. I. 

Benton, Mo. Hale. N . H. 

BradbuW, Me. Hamlin. Me. 

Brlj^t, Ind. Jones, lomu 

Cass, Mich. Miller, N. J. 

Chase, Ohio. Norzis, N. H. 

CUrke, R. L Pearce, Md. 

Clay, Ky. Seward, N. T. 

Cooper, Pa. Shields, DU 

Davis, Mass. Smith, Conn. 

Dayton, N. J. Spruance, Del. 

Dickinson, N. T. Sturgeon, Pa. 

Dodge, Wbc Upham, Yt. 

Dodge, Iowa. Wales, JkL 

Velda, Bllch. Walker, Wise. 
Whitcomb, Ind.— 88. 

Aug, 10. — ^The California bill was now takes 
up. Mr. Yulee, of Fia., moved a substittttfl^ 
remanding California to a territorial conditioii, 
and limiting her southern boundary. Sheeted : 
Yeas, 12 (all Southern) ; Nays, 85. 

Mr. Foote moved a lilce project, cutting off 
so much of California as lies south of 86 deg, 
80 min., and erecting it into the Territory of 
Colorado. Bejected : Yeas, 13 (ultra Southern); 
Nays, 29. 

Auff, 12.— Still another proposition to liotfk 
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Gtlifomia southwardly, by the line of 86 deg. 
SO min^ was made by Mr. Tumey, and rejected : 
Teas, 20 (all Southern) ; Nays, SO. After de- 
feating Southern motions to adjourn, postpone, 
and lay on the table, the bill was engrossed for 
9L third reading^ : Teas, 83 (all the Senators from 
Kee States, with Bell, Benton, Houston, Spru- 
•nee, Wales and Underwood); Nays, 19 (all 
from Slave States). Mr. Clay still absent, en- 
dearoring to restore his failing health. 

Aug, 18. — The California bill passed its third 
reading: Teas, 84; Nays, 18 (aU Southern). 

Alia, 14. — The Senate now took up the bill or- 
ganizmg the Territories of New Mexico and Utah 
(as it was originally reported, prior to its indu- 
mon in Mr. Clay's " Omnibus"). 

Ur. Chase, of Ohio, moved to amend the bill 
by inserting : 

Mm Shall there be In said Territory either Slavery or 
lav^inntary ■errifcade, otherwise than in the poniahineDt 
of eriliBM whereof the party shall have been duly con- 
▼IfCed to have been personally guilty. 

Which was rejected : Teas, 20 ; Nays, 25. 

The bill was then reported complete, and 
paooed to be engrossed. 

Aftff. 15. — Said bill had its third reading, 
and was finally passed : Teas, 27 ; Nays, 10. 

[The Senate proceeded to take up, consider, 
matwe, and pass the Fugitive Slave bill, and 
the bill excluding the Slave-Trade from the 
District of Columbia ; but the history of these 
is but remotely connected with our theme]. 
We return to the House. 

At^, 28. — ^The California bill was taken up, 
read twice, and committed. 

The Texas bill coming up, Mr. Inge, of Ala. 
objected to it, and a vote was taken on its rejec- 
tton : Teas, 34; Nays, 168 ; so it was not rejected. 

Mr. Boyd, of Ey., moved to amend it so as to 
create and define thereby the Territories of 
New-Mexico and Utah, to be slaveholding or 
not as their people shall determine when they 
fhall eome to form State governments. [In 
other words, to append the bill organizing the 
Territory of New Mexico to the Texas bilUj 

Sent. 7.-*-The California bill now came up. 
Mr. Boyd moved his amendment already moved 
to the Texas bill Mr. Vinton, of Ohio, declared 
it out of order. The Speaker again ruled it in 
order. Mr. Vinton appealed, and the House 
OTerruled the Speaker : Teas (to sustaUi), 87 : 
Nays, 115. 

Mr. Jacob Thompson, of Miss., moved to cut 
off from California all below Z6^ 30'. Rejected: 
Teas, 76 ; Nays, 131. 

The bill was now ordered to a third reading : 
Teas, 161 ; Nays, 57, and then passed : Teas, 
160; Nays, 56 (all Southern). 

The Senate bill organizing the Territory of 
Utah (without restriction as to Slavery) was 
then taken up, and rushed through the same 
4ay : Teas, 97 ; Nays, 86. [The Nays were 
Dudnly Northern Free Soil men ; but some 
fiouthern men, for a different reason, voted 
with them]. 

J3^L 9. — The House having returned the 
Tfixas Boundary bill, with an amendment (Linn 
Boyd's), including the bill organizing the Ter- 
ritory of New Mexico therebi, the Senate 
meeeded to consider and agree to the same : 
JwHk 31 ; Nays, 10, namely: 



Messrs. Baldwin, OenxL, 
Benton, Mo., 
Chase, Ohio, 
Davis, Mass., 
Bodge, Wis., 



Ewing, Ohio, 
Hamun, Me., 
Seward, N. T., 
Upham, Yt., 
Winthrop, Mass. 



So all the bills originally included in Mr. 
Clays " Omnibus " were passed— two of them in 
the same bill — after the Senate had once voted 
to sever them. 

THB KANSAS-NEBRASKA STRUGGLE. 

Out of the Louisiana Territory, since the ad- 
mission first of Louisiana and then of Missouri 
as Slave States, there had been formed the Ter- 
ritories of Arkansas, Iowa, and Minnesota ; the 
first without, and the two others with. Congres- 
sional inhibition 6{ Slavery. Arkansas, in due 
course, became a Slave, Iowa and Minnesota 
Free States. The destiny of one tier of States, 
fronting upon, and westward of, the Mississippi, 
was thus settled. What should be the fate of 
the next tier ? 

The region lying immediately westward of 
Missouri, with much Territory north, as well as 
a more clearly defined district south of it, was 
long since dedicated to the uses of the Aborigines 
^-not merely those who had originally inhabited 
it, but the tribes fW>m time to time removed 
from the States eastward of the Mississippi. 
Very little, if any, of it was legally open to 
settlement by Whites ; and, with the exception 
of the few and small military and trading posts 
thinly scattered over its surface, it is probable 
that scarcely two hundred white families were 
located in the spacious wilderness bounded by 
Missouri, Iowa, and Minnesota on the east, the 
British possessions on the north, the crest of the 
Rocky Mountains on the west, and the settled 
portion of New-Mexico and the line of 86<> dO' 
on the south, at the time when Mr. Douglas 
first, at the session of 1852-3, submitted a bill 
organizing the Territory of Nebraska, by which 
title the region above bounded had come to be 
vaguely indicated. 

This region was indisputably included within 
the scope of the exclusion of Slavery from all 
Federal Territory north of 36° 30', to which the 
South had assented by the terms of the Mis- 
souri compact, in order thereby to secure the 
admission of Missouri as a Slave State. Nor 
was it once intimated, during the long, earnest, 
and searching debate in the Senate on the Com- 
promise Measures of 1850, that the adoption of 
those measures, whether together or separately, 
would involve or imply a repeal of the Missouri 
Restriction. We have seen on a former page 
how Mr. Clay's original suggestion of a Compro- 
mise, which was substantially that ultimately 
adopted, was received by the Southern Senators 
who spoke on its introduction, with hardly a 
qualification, as a virtual surrender of all that 
the South had ever clidmed with respect to the 
new Territories. And; from the beginning to 
the close of the long and able discussion which 
followed, neither friend nor foe of the Compro- 
mises, nor of any of them, hinted that one 
effect of their adoption would be the lifting of 
the Missouri restriction from the Territory now 
covered by it. When the Compromises of 1850 
were accepted in 1852 by the National Conven- 
tions 3f the two great parties, as a settlement 
of the distracting Qontroversy therein cooteni* 
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plated, no hint was added that the Xebraeka 
re ion was opened thereby to Slavery, 

Several petitions for the organization of a 
Territory westward of Missouri and Iowa were 
pre:<ciitcd at the se^ion of 1851-2, but no de- 
ci.'^ive action taicen thereon, until the next ses- 
sion, when, 

Dec. 1H</*.— Mr. W. P. Hall, of Mo., pursuant 
to notice, submitted to the House a bill to organ- 
ize the Territory of Platte, which was read 
twice, and sent to the Committee on Territories. 
From that Committee, 

Feb. %dy 1863.— Mr. W. A. Richardson, of III., 
report-pd a bill to organize the Territory of 
Kebraika, which was rea(i twice and com- 
mitted. 

Feb. 9th, — ^The bill was ordered to be taken 
out of Committee, on motion of W. P. Hall. 

Feb, lOth, — ^The bill was reported from the 
Committee of the Whole to the House, with a 
recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. Richardson moved the previous question, 
which prevailed. 

Mr. Letcher, of Va., moved that the bill do lie 
on the table. Lost : Teas, 49 (mainly Southern) ; 
Nays, 107. 

' The bill was then engrossed, read a third 
time, and passed. Yeas, 98; Nays, 48, (as 
before.) 

Feb, 1 HA.— The bill reached the Senate 
and was referred to the Committee on Terri- 
tories. 

Feb, ntft. — ^Mr. Donglas reported it without 
amendment. 

March Id. — ^Lost day but one of the session), 
Mr. Douglas moved that the bill be taken up : 
Lost ; Teas, 20 ; (all Northern but Atchison and 
Gteyer, of Mo. ;) Nays, 25; (21 Southern, 4 
Northern.) 

March Srd. — Mr. Douglas again moved that 
the bill be taken up. 

Mr. Borland, of Ark., moved that it do he on 
the table. Carried : Teas, 23 ;; (all Southern but 
4 ;) Nays, 17 ; (all Northern but Atchison and 
Geyer.; So the bill was put to sleep for the 
session. 

On the motit>n to take up — Mr. Rusk of Texas 

objecting — Mr. Atchison said: 

I most ask the indulgeDce of the Senate to say one 
word in relation to this matter. Perhaps there is not a 
State in the Union more de^ly interested in thi* qae»> 
tion than the State of Missouri. If not the largest, I will 
say the best, portion of that Territory, perhaps the only 
portion of It that in half a century will become a State, 
lies immediately we8t of the State of Missouri. It is 
only a question of time, whether we will organise the 
Territory at this session of Congress, or whether we will 
do it at the next session; and, for my own part, I 
acknowledge now that, as the Senator from Illinois well 
knows, when I came to tliis city, at the beginning of the 
last session, I was perhaps as much opposed to the pro- 
position, as the Senator fi-om Texas now is. The Senator 
from Iowa knows it ; and U trcM for rea^one toMoh J 
vfiU not now tMntion or suggetA, But, sir, I have 
from reflection and inrestigatlon in my own mind, and 
from the opinions of others — n^ constituents, whose 
opinions I am bound to respect— come to the concUirion 
that now is the time for the organization of this Terri- 
tory. It is the. most propitious time. The treaties with 
the various Indian tribes, the titles to whose possessions 
must be extinguished, can bettor be made now than at 
any future time ; for, as the question is agitated, and as 
it is understood, white men, speculators, will interpose, 
and Interfere, and the longer it is postponed the more 
we will hare to fear firom them, and the more difficult It 
will be to extinguish the Indian tiUe in that country, 
and the harder the terms to be imposed. Therefore, 
Mr. PTflrident, for this reason, wHboat going ioto detail, 



I am wining now tbat the qnoitloii shal h% tataj 
whether we win proceed to the eonslderailoa of IIm MB 
or not. 

The meaning is here diplomaticaUy veiltd, 
yet is perfectly plain. Qteu, Atchison had beeo 
averse to organizing this Territory until be 
could procure a relaxation of the Miaaoori Re- 
striction as to Slavery ; but, seeing no prennl 
hope of this, he was willing to waive the point, 
and assent to an organization under a bill lileiit 
with respect to Slavery, and of course leaving 
the Missouri Restriction unimpaired. 



Gen. Pierce was inaugurated President on the 
4th March, 1853. 

The XXXIIId Congress assembled at Wash* 
ihgton, Dec. 5th, 1858, with a large Adminis- 
tration majority in either House. Linn Eoyd 
of Ey., was chosen Speaker of the Hooiie. 
The President's Annual Message contained the 
following allusion to the subject of Slavery : 

It is no part of my purpose to |^ve prominenoo to aaf 
snl]|}ect which may properly be regarded as set at rest bj 
the deliberate Judgment of the peoi^e. But, idille the 
present is bright with promise, and the Aitare tviSi <rf d0> 
mand and inducements for the exercise of active intelB- 
gence, the past can nerer be without nsefUl lessons of 
admonition and instruction. If its rfantfers serve not as 
beacons, they will evidently fail to fulfill the ol^eet of a 
wise design. When the grave shall have closed ovtr all, 
who are now endeavoring to meet the obligations of dn^, 
the vear 1850 will be recurred to as a period fUIed wttb 
anxious apprehension. A snccessful war had Just tJRinl* 
nated. Peace brought with it a vast aiigmentatlon of 
territory. Disturbing questions arose, bearing upon th» 
domestic institutions of one portion of the confederacy, 
and involring the constitutional rights of the States. 
But, notwithstanding dllTerences of opinion and seottaMBI 
which then existed in relation to details, and spedfio wo- 
visions, the acquiescence of distinguished dUiens, wftOM 
devotion to tiie Union can nerer be doubted, has glr^ 
renewed vigor to our institutions, and restored aseiue of 
repose and security to the public mind thronghoot the 
coiifederaoy. That this repose is to suffer no ihodi 
during my official term, if I have power to avert it, tbose 
who placed me here may be assured. 

Dec, 15. — ^Mr. A. G. Dodge of Iowa rahndtted 
to the Senate a bill (No. 22) *' To organiie the 
Territory of Nebraska," which was read twioe^ 
and referred to the Committee on Territoriees 

Jan, 4 — Mr. Douglas, from said Committee^ 
reported said bill with amendments, whioh veff 
printed. He said in his Report : 

The principal amendments which your oommHlee 
deem it their duty to commend to the favoraUe adloo of 
the Senate, in a special report, are those In wliAA tbf 
principles established by the Oompromlse Heasinei el 
1S50, 80 far as they are applicable to territorial orgawlsai 
tions, are proposed to be affirmed, and csurried Inio 
practical operation within the limits of the new TMrri* 
toi^. . . . 

With a view of conforming their action to irtiat tfNy 
regard as the settled policy of the Ctovemment. esae 
tioiied by the approviofr voice of the American Feo|ili^. 
your Committee have deemed it their duty to inoorporale 
and perpetuate, in their territorial bill, the prioelBAes and 
spirit of those measures. If any other eonaldenttoa 
were necessary to render the propriety of this ooar# 
imperative upon the Oommittee, they may be found la 
the fact that the Nebraska country oocuples the aaa» 
relative position to the Slavery question, as did 2lev 
Me^dco and Utah, when those Territories were organla-d« 

It was a disputed point, whether Slavery wai pro* 
hibited by law in the country acquired firom Mexleo. 
On the one hand, it was contended, as a legal propoel> 
tion, that Slavery having beeo prohllrited by the enaetpi 
ments of Mexico, according to the lawt of nattooe, we 
received liie country with all its local laws and ^ o mesri f 
institutions attach^ to the soil, so far as tiiey did set 
conflict with the Oonstitution of the United Sutee; aad 
that a law either pre tecting or prohibiting Slavery, was 
not repugnant to tliat instrument, as was evideneed hff 
the fact that one-half of the States of tin Union tol«i*»^ 
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vhlto tilt •tlwr half DTohibitod, the Infttitation of SlaTery. 
Qa th« otiier kand, it wm insitted that, by virtae of Uie 
Oonsdtation of the United States, every citisen had a 
rifht to remove to any Territory of the Union, and carry 
hta property with him under the protection of law, 
wtuwier that property conBlsted of persons or things. 
Tbt dlHoolties arising from this diversity of opinion were 
greatly aggravated oy the fact that there were many 
penont onboth sides of the legal controversy, who were 
anvUttng to abide the decision of the eoturts on the legal 
maMert in diwate ; thus, among those who claimed that 
tM Mesioan laws were still in force, and, consequently, 
that Slavery was already prohibited in those Territories 
Igr Talld enactments, there were many who insisted upon 
Congress making the matter certain, by enacting anottier 
prohibition. In like qianner, some of those who argued 
that Mexican law had ceased to have any binding force, 
and that the Oonstltution tolerated and protected Slave 
property in those Territories, were unwilling to trust the 
deelBion of the courts upon the point, and insisted that 
GoograBB ahonld, by direct enactment, remove all legal 
ohataoles to the introduction of Slaves into those Territo- 
rMSL • • • 

Tour Committee deem it fortunate for the peace of 
tba oouKtry, and the security of the Union, that the con- 
trovert thea resulted in the adoption of the Compro- 
mise ifeasnrei, which the two great political parties, 
wlOi singular unanimity, have affirmed as a cardinal 
article of their faith, and proclaimed to the world as a 
llaal settlement of the controversy and an end of the 
agitation. A due respect, therefore, for the avowed 
opinions of Senators, as well as a proper sense of pa- 
tnotlc duty, eqjoins upon your Committee the propriety 
and neeessi^ of a strict adherence to the principles, and 
eren a literal adoption of the enactments of that aqjust- 
meot. In all their territorial bil!s, so far as the same are 
not locally ioapplicable. These enactments embrace, 
among other things, le«s materiel to the matters under 
eontf aeration, the following provisions : 

When admitted as a State, the said Territory, or any 
portion of the same* shall be received into the Union, 
frith or without Slavery, as their constitution may pre- 
eerOM at the time of their admission ; 

That the legislative power and authority of said Terri- 
tory shall be vested in the Governor and a Legislative 
▲memUty. 

.That the Legislative power of said Territory shall 
eidend to all rightful sul^eots of legislation, consistent 
with the Constitution of tiie United States, and the pro- 
▼ifionfl of this act ; but no law shall be passed interfering 
with the primary disposal of the soil ; no tax shall be 
impoeed upon the property of the United States ; nor 
■hall the Lands or other property of non-residents be 
taxed higher than the lands or other property of resi- 
dtnta. 

Jan, 24. — The bill thus reported was con- 
adered in Committee of the Whole and post- 
poned to Monday next, when it was made the 
order of the day. 

The bill was further considered Jan. 81st, 
Feb. 8d, Feb. 5th, and Feb. 6th, when au amend- 
nMnt reported by Mr. Douglas, declaring the 
UwOQii Restriction on Slavery ^Miioperative 
aad Yojidf^ being under consideration, Mr. Chase, 
of Ohio, moved to strike out the assertion that 
n!d Beatriction 



superMded by the principles of the legislation of 
18M, commonly called the Compromise Measures.** 

This motion was defeated by Yeas, 1 3 ; Nays, 
80. 

■ Mk 15. — ^The bill having been discussed daily 
ttntil now, Mr. Douglas moved to strike out of 
Ijdt amendment the words above quoted (which 
Uw Senate had refused to strike out on Mr. 
Obfl8e*8 motion,) and insert instead the fol- 
lowing : 

■ WUeh being tneonsistent with the prindple of Non-In- 
lerventioa by OOngrem with Slavery in the States and 
Vsnllorlee, as recognised by the legislation of 1850, (com- 
ilmily eaUed the Compromise Measures,) is hereby declared 
faMperative aad void ; H being the true intent and mean- 
klgof this act not to legislate Slavery Into any Territory or 
flhsle, nor to exdnde It thereflrom, but to leave the people 
thereof perfectly free to fbrm and regulate thdr domestic 
faMltatloas la their own way, iul](Ject only to the Constitu- 
tttihOrtheUaltedata m- 
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which prevailed — Teas, 25; Nays, 10-- as fol- 
lows: 

Yea8 — ^For Douglas's new amendment : 

Messrs. Adams, Gwln, 

Atchison, Hunter, 

Bayard, Johnson. 

BeU, Jones, of Iowa, 

Benjamin, Jones, of Tenn., 

Brodhead, Mason, 

Brown, Morton, 

Butler, Norris, 

Cass, Pearce, 

Clayton, Pettit, 

Dawson, Pratt, 

Dixon, Sebastian, 

Dodge, of Iowa, Siidell, 

Douglas, Stuart, 

Evans, Thompson, of Ey., 

Fitxpatrick, Toombs, 

Ceyer, Weller, 
Williams— 85. 

^ays — Against said amendment ; 

Mesiri. Allen, Foot, 

Chase, Houston, 

Dodge, of Wise, Seward, 

Everett, Sumner, 

Fish, Wade— 10. 

[Non.— Prior to this move of Mr. Douglas, Mr. Dixon, 
(Whig) of Kentucky, had moved to insert a clause directly 
aad plainly repealing the Missouri Bestriction. Mr. Dixon 
tlwttght if that was Uie object, (and he was la favor of it,) it 
should be approached in a direct and manly way. He was 
assailed for this in The Union newspaper next morning ; but 
his suggestion was substantially adopted by Douglas, after 
a brief hesitation.* Mr. Dixon's proposition, having been 
made in Ciommittee, does not appear in the Journal of the 
Senate, or it would here be given In terms.] 

The bill was further discussed daily until 
March 2nd, when the vote was taken on Mr. 
Chasers amendment, to add to Sec. 14 the fol- 
lowing words : 

Vnd&r which ihs peopls of ths Territory^ (hrorigh 
{hair appropriate reprM&iUoHves^ ^"^oy^ v '^^ 'M 
^ proMbU tks eaaiitenoe of Slavery therein^ 

which was rejected: Teas, 10; Nays, 86, as 

follows : 

YetM — For Mr. Chasers amendment : 

Messrs. Chase, Hamlin, 

Dodge, of Wise, Seward, 

Fessenden, Smith, 

Fish, Sumner, 

Foot, Wade— 10. 

Nays — Against Chase's amendment : 

Messrs. Adams, Hunter, 

Atchison,. Johnson, 

Badger, Jones, of Iowa, 

BeU, Jones, of Tenn., 

Benjamin, Mason, 

Brodhead, Morton, 

Brown, Norria, 

Butier, Pettit, 

CUy, (C. C.\ Pratt, 

Clayton, Rusk, 

Dawson, Sebastian, 

Dixon, Shields, 

Dodge, of Iowa, Siidell, 

Douglas, Stuart, 

Evans, Toucey, 

Fitspatrick, Walker, 

Gwln, WeUer, 

Houston, William8~66. 

Mr. Badger, of N. C, moved to add to the 
aforesaid section : 

Provided^ That nothing herein contained ehall "b 
construed to revive or put in force any la/uo or reffu* 
lotion which may have existed prior to the ad of 6th 
of March^ 1820, either protecting^ establishing, pro- 
MbiUng, or abolishing Slavery. 

Carried : Yeas, 85 ; Nays, C. 
Mr. Clayton now moved to strike out so much 
of said Douglas amendment as permits emigrants 
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from Europe, who shall have declared their in- 
tention to become citizens, to vote. Carried : 
Teas, 23 ; ^&78t 21— 4i8 follows: 
Yea* — ^For Clayton's amendment : 

Messrs. Adams, Dixon, 

Atohisoxi, Evans, 

Badger, Fitspatrlck, 

BelL Houston, 

Beiyamin, Hunter, 

Bro^ead, Johnson. 

Brown, Jones, of Tenn., 

Butler, Mason, 

Clay, Morton, 

Clayton, Pratt, 

Dawson, Sebastian, 
SUdeIl-S8. 

Nays — ^Against Clayton's amendment : 

Messrs. Chase, Norrls, 

Dodge, of Wise., Pettit, 

Dodge, of lowa^ Seward, 

Douglas, Shields, 

Fessenden, Sn^th, 

Fish, Stuart, 

Foot, Sumner, 

Qwin, Toucey, 

HamUn, Wade, 

Jones, of Iowa, Walker, 
Williaros— 21. 

Mr. Chase moved to amend, by providing for 
the appointment of three Commissioners resid- 
ing in the Territory to organize the Territory, 
divide it into election districts, notify an election 
on the first Monday in September then ensuing, 
etc., at which election the people should choose 
their own Governor, as well as a Territorial Legis- 
lature — the Governor to serve for two years, and 
the Legislature to meet not later than May, 1855. 

This extension of the principle of *^ Squatter 
Sovereignty " was defeated — Yeas, 10; Nays, 80. 

Mr. Douglas's amendment was then agreed to, 
and the bill reported from the Committee of the 
Whole to the Senate. 

The question on the engrossment of the bill was 
now reached, and it was carried : Yeas, 29 ; 
Nays, 12. 

March 8. — The rule assigninff Fridays for the 
consideration of private bills having been sus- 
pended, on motion of Mr. Badger, the Senate 
proceeded to put the Nebraska-Kansas bill on 
its final passage, when a long and earnest de- 
bate ensued. At a late hour of the night Mr. 
Seward, of New York, addressed the Senate, in 
opposition to the bill, as follows : 

Mr. PaniBiXT : I rise with no purpose of further re- 
lasting or even delaying the passage of this bilL Let its 
adrocates have only a Uttle patience, and they will soon 
reach the object for which they have struggled so earnestly 
and so long. The sun has set for the last ttme upon the 
guaranteed and certain liberties of all the unsettled and 
uaorganized portions of the American continent tiuU lie 
within the Junsdietlon of the United States. To-morrow*8 
sun will rise in dim eclipse over them. How long that ob- 
scuration shall last, is known only to the Power that di- 
rects and controls all human events. For myself, I know 
only this — that now no human power will prevent its com- 
ing on, and that its passing off will be hastened and se- 
cured by others than those now here, and perhaps by on^ 
those belonging to ftiture generations. 

Sir, it would be almost factious to offer Airther resist- 
ance to this measure here. Indeed, successAil resistance 
was never expected to be made in this Hall. The Senate- 
floor is an old battle-ground, on which have been fou|^ 
many contests, and always, at least since 18S0, with fortune 
adverse to the cause of equal and universal freedom. We 
were only a few here who engaged in that cause in the 
beginning of this contest. All that we could hope to do 
—all that we did hope to do— was to organize and pre- 
pare the issue for the House of Represent^ves, to which 
the country would look for its decision as authoritative, 
and to awaken the country that it ndght be readv for the 
appeal which would be madr, whatever the decision of 
Congress mif^ be. We are no stronger now. Only four- 



teen at the first, it will be fisftanile If , amoBfr tlw nif aal 
aoddents which sorronnd ns, we shall matntatn ttiat xnnr 
ber to the end. 

We are on the eve of ttie coDsammatlon of a great na* 
tional transaction— A transaction which wHl doee a eyek 
in the history of our country— and it Is Impoistble not tp 
desire to pause a moment and iiirvey the soeiie arond 
us, and the prospect before us. However obeoiire we Mar 
Indi^nally be, onr connection with this great traiMMlioa 
will perpetuate our names for the praise or for the MB- 
sure of Aiture ages, and perfaape in regioxM ftur raaota 
If; then, we had no ottier motive for our aettiMM ttiaa M 
that of the honest derire for a Just flune, we ooold not be 
Indifflerent to that scene and that prospeet. BvtlndlTldaal 
interests and ambition sink into msigntfleaiiee In vIeW of 
ttie interests of onr country and of manUnd. T1MMl■le^ 
ests awaken, at least in me, an intense solidtade. 

It was said by some in the beginning, and it has beei 
said by others later In this debate, that it was douMIU 
whether It would be ttie cause of Slavery or the came of 
Freedom tiiat would gain advantages fhwi the pssssge U 
tills bUl. I do not find It necessary to be eensoiloiii^ Mr 
even uqjust to others, In order that my own course any 
be approved. I am sure that the honorable Senator fhn 
Illinois [Mr. Douglas] did not mean that the Blavo Stales 
should gain an advantage over the Free States ; for be 
<&claimed It when he introduced the MO. I beHvre la all 
candor, that the honorable Senator firom Ckorgk, \}b» 
Toombs,] who comes out at the close of the battle as ens 
of the cmefest leaders of the victorious party, is sinoere Id 
declaring his own opfadon that the Slave States wHI gab 
no uqjust advantage over the Free States, because be db* 
claims it as a triumph in their behalf. Notwithstandbig 
all this, however, what has occurred here and In the 
country, during this contest, has compelled a o<mvlotlaB 
that Slavery wUl gain something, and Freedom wUl endON 
a severe, though I hope not an Irretrievable, loss. The 
slavehol(ung States are pasrive, quiet, and eonlsBlk 
and satisfied with the prospective boon ; and the Wtm 
States are excited and alarmed with fearful foretMHHngi 
and apprehensions. The impatience for the speedy pss> 
sage of the bill, manifested bv Its fHcnds, betnys a 
knowledge that this is the condluon of public sentiment b 
the Free States. They thought In the beginning that It 
was necessary to guard the measure by inseiiing the 
Clayton amendment, which would exclude unnaturallnd 
foreign inhabitants of the Territories firom the right of 
snffhige. And now they seem willing, irith almost pei fas t 
unanimity, to relinquish that safeguard, rather ttiaa to 
delay the adoption of the principal measure for at moil a 
year, perhaps for only a week or a day. Soppolw that 
the Senate should adhere to that condition, iridcn so lati^y 
was thought so wise and so important— what then? The 
bill could only go back to the House of Representatlviiy 
which must either yield or Inskt ! In the one case or hi 
tiie other, a decision in favor of the bill would bo seeued: 
for even if the House should disagree, the Senate woan 
have time to recede. But tiie majority wHl hasard n^ 
thing, even on a prospect so certun as this. They wll 
recede at once, without a moment*s further straggte. fkwa 
the condition, and thus secure the passage of this fcdU now, 
to-night. Why sucli haste ? Even if the question were to 
go to the country before a final decision here, what woidd 
there be wrong m that? There Is no man living wlio irfi 
say that the country anttdpated, or that As antjolpatei, 
the a^tation of this measure in Congress, when thw Oon- 
gross was elected, or even idien it assombled to D 
ber last. 

Under such circumstances, and In the nddst of 
tion, and excitement, and debates, it is on^ fair to iayi 
that certahily the country has not decided in flavor of ttfe 
bill. The refusal, then, to let the questUm go to the oO«A> 
try, is a conclusive proof that the Slave States, as tepsi 
sented here, expect from the passage of this blu iHiat tti 
Free States insist that they will lose by It — an advuiftags^ 
a material advantage, and not a mere abstraction. Thaie 
are men in the Slave States, as in the Free States, who to> 
sist always too pertinaciously upon mere abstractions. Bit 
that is not the policy of the Slave States to-day. ThSf 
are in earnest in seeUng for, and secaring, an ob^oel. an 
an important one. I believe they are gomg to have Ilk I 
do not know how long the advantage galneia will last, nor 
how great or comprehensive it wUl be. Svery Senator 
who agrees with me in opinkm must feel as I do tliat «s* 
der such circumstances he can forego nottdng that eaa he 
done decently, with due respect to dUferonoo of optalsi^ 
and consistea^ with the constitotional and settled nisi 
of legislation, to place the true merits of the qne^ttoa he- 
fore the country. Questions sometimes occur iriiloh ssito 
to have two riight rides. Such were the questions that il> 
vided the English nation between Pitt and Fox— sndi 4hi 
contest between the assailant and the defonder of Qnohoa 
The Judgment of the world was spspsadod by Ito 
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IUml and Memed ready to descend in fiiTor of him who 
riMNiId b« most gaDant in eondaefc. And lo. when both 
Ml wltti equal chivalry on the same field, the Burviron 
ttntted in ralaing a common monument to Uie glorious but 
rival memories of Wolfe and Montcalm. But this contest 
In v ol v es a moral question. The Slave States so present it 
Ih^y mahitain tiitU African Slavery is not erroneous, not 
luillaat, not inconsistent with the advancing cause of hu- 
man nature. Since thev so regard it, I do not expect to 
■ee statesmen represenong those States indifferent about 
a vfaufication of this system by the Congress of the United 
States. On the other hand, we of the Free States regard 
fllsveiy as erroneous, unjust, oppressive, and therefore 
absolstetr inconsistent with the princ^les of the American 
ConstituBon and Government Who will expect us to be 
faidiflbrent to the decisions of the American people and 
ofmanUndonsodianissue? .... 

Sir, I am surprised at the pertinacity with which the 
faonorable Senator from Delaware, mine andent and hon- 
orable friend. [Mr. Qavton,] perseveres in opposing the 
oantlng of the right of suffrage to the unnaturalized for- 
eigiier m the Termories. Congress cannot deny him that 
xldit. Here is (he tUrd article of that convention by 
mlch Lonlsiana, including Kansas and Nebraska, was 
ceded to the United States : 

**ThB Inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be incor- 
p<n»ted In the Union of the United States, and admitted 
ae^soonas possible, according to the principles of the Fede- 
ral Constitution, to the ei\|oyment of the rights, privileges, 
and Immunities of the dtkens of the United States ; and 
In the meantime they shall be maintidned and protected 
In the fkee eAjoyment of their liberty, property, and the 
reHi^on they profess." 

Ibe inhabitants of Kansas and Nebraska are citizens 
alreadyt and by force of this treaty must continue to be, 
and as such to eqjoy the right of su&age, whatever laws 
joa make to the contrary. My opinions are well known, 
to wit: That Slavery is not only an evU, but a local one, 
kdvrioas and ultimately pernicious to society, wherever it 
ensts, and in conflict with the constitutional principles of 
soel^ in this country. I am not willing to extend nor to 
permit the extension of that local evil into regions now 
free within our empire. I know that there are some who 
dUbir from me, and who regard the Constitution of the 
United States as an instrument which sanctions Slavery as 
well as Freedom. But if I could admit a proportion so in- 
congruous with the letter and spirit of the Federal Consti- 
totlra, and the known sentiments of its illustrious found- 
ers, and so should conclude that Slavery was national, I 
most still cherish the opinion that it is an evil ; and 
bceause it is a national one, I am the more firmly held and 
booild to prevent an increase of it, tending, as I think it 
manifestly do^ to the weakening and ultimate over- 
throw of the Constitution itself, and therefore to the 
Injury of all mankind. I know there have been States 
which have endured long, and achieved much, which 
tola«ted Slavery ; but that was not the slavery of caste, 
fike African Slavery. Such Slavery tends to demoralise 
equally the subjected race and the superior one. It has 
been the absence of such Slavery from Europe that has 

gven her nations their superiority over other countries 
that hemisphere. Slavery, wherever it exists, begets 
fear, and fear is the parent of weakness. What is the 
secret of that eternal, sleepless anxiety in the legislative 
halls, and even at the firesides of the Slave States, al- 
ways asking new stipulations^ new compromises and 
abrogation of compromises, new assumptions of power 
and abnegations of power, but fear ? It Is the apprehen- 
sion, that, even if safe now, they will not always or long 
be secure against some invasion or some aggression from 
ttw Free States. What is the secret of the hundllating 
pmrt which proud old Spain is acting at this day, trem- 
bttng between alarms of American intrusion into Cuba 
CO one side, and British dictation on the other, but the 
tsci that stie has cherished Slavery so long and still 
dieririies it, in the last of her American colonial posses- 
sions 1 Thus far Kansas and Nebraska are safe, under 
the laws of 1820. against the introduction of this element 
of national ddbility and decline. The bill before us, as 
we are assured, contains a great principle, a glorious 
princ^le; and yet that principle, when fully ascertained, 
proves to be nothing less than the subversion of that 
security not only within the Territories of Kansas and 
Nebraska, bat within all the other present and future 
Territories of the United States. Thus It is quite clear 
UuX It is not a principle alone that is involved, but that 
ihose who crowd this measure with so much zeal and ear- 
nestness must expect that either Freedom or Slavery 
ehaU gain sometUng by it In those regions. The case, 
then, stands thus in Kansas and Nebraska : Freedom 
may lose, bat certainly can gain nothing ; while Slavery 
may g^n, but as certainly can lose nothing. 
So iar as I am concomsd, the time for looking on the 



dark side has passed. I feel quite sure that Slavery al 
most can get nothing more than Kansas ; while Nebras* 
ka— the wider northern region — will, under existing 
drcumstances, escape, for the reason that its soil and 
climate are uncongenial with the staples of slave culture 
— rice, sugar, cotton, and tobacco. Moreover, since the 
pubic attention has been so well and so effectually 
directed toward the subject, I cherish a hope tltat 
Slavery may be prevented even from gaining a foothold 
In Kansas. Congress only gives consent, but it does not 
and cannot introduce Slavery there. Slavery will be 
embarrassed by its own overgrasping spirit No one, I 
am sure, antldpates the possible recstabUshment of the 
African Slave-trade. The tide of emigration to Kansas 
is therefore to be supplied there solely by the domestic 
fountain of slave production. But Slavery has also other 
regions besides Kansas to be filled from that fouutain. 
There are all of New Mexico and all of Utah already 
within the United States ; and then there is Cuba, that 
consumes slave labor and life as fast as any one of the 
slaveholding States can supply it; and besides these 
regions, there remains all of Mexico down to the 
Isthmus. The stream of slave labor flowing from so 
small, a fountain, ■ and broken Into several divergent 
channels wUl not cover so great a field ; and It is rea- 
sonably to be hoped that the part of it nearest to the 
North Pole will be the last to be inundated. But African 
slave emigration Is to compete with free emigration of 
white men, and the source of this latter tide is as ample 
as the dvilization of the two entire continents. The 
honorable Senator from Delaware mentioned, as if it 
were a startling fact, that twenty thousand European 
Immigrants arrived In New-Tork in one month. Sir, he 
has stated the fact with too much moderation. On my 
return to the capital a day or two ago, I met twelve 
thousand of these emigrants who had arrived in New- 
Tork on one morning, and who had thronged the 
churches on Uie following Sabbath, to return thanks for 
deliverance from the perils of the sea. and for theb* arrival 
in the land, not of Slavery but of Liberty. I also thanlc 
God for their escape, and for their coming. They arc 
now on their way westward, and the news of the passage 
of this bill, preceding them, will speed many of them 
toward Kansas and Nebrasica. Such arrivals are not 
extraordinary — they occur almost every week ; and the 
immigration from Germany, from Great Britain, and 
from Norway, and from Sweden, during the European 
war, will rise to six or seven hundred thousand souls in 
a year. And with this tide is to be mingled one rapidly 
swelling from Asia and from the islands of the South 
Seas. All the immigrants under this bill, as the House 
of Representatives overruling you have ordered, will be 

good, loyal. Liberty-loving, Slavery-fearing citizens. 
!ome on, then, gentlemen of the Slave States. Since 
there is no escaping your challenge, I accept it in behalf 
of the cause of Freedom. We will engage in competition 
for the virgin soil of Kansas, and God ^ve the victory 
to the side which Is stronger in numbers as it is In right 
There are, however, earnest advocates of this bill, who 
do not expect, and who, I suppose, do not desire, that 
Slavery shall gain possession of Nebraska. What do 
they expect to gain? The honorable Senator f. cm 
Indiana (Mr. Pettit) says that by thus obliterating the 
Missouri Compromise restriction, they will gain a tabula 
raaa^ on which the inhabitants of Kansas and Nebraska 
may write whatever they wilL This is the great princi- 
ple of the bill, as he understands it Well, what gain is 
there in that? Ton obUtcrate a Constitution of Free- 
dom. If they write a new constitution of freedom, can 
the new be better than the old ? If they write a Constitu- 
tion of Slavery, will it not be a worse one? I ask the 
honorable Senator that But the honorable Senator says 
that the people of Nebraska will have the privilege of 
estabUshlng Institutions for themselves. They have now 
the privilege of establishing free institutions. Is It a pri- 
vilege, then, to establish Slave y ? If so, what a mockery 
are all our Constitutions, which prevent the inhabitant* 
from capriciotisly subverting free institutions and estab- 
lishing Institutions of Slavery ! Sir, it is a sophism, a sub- 
tlety, to talk of conferring upon a country, already secure 
in the blessings of Freedom, the power of self-destruction. 
What mankind everywhere want, is not the removal 
of the Constitutions of Freedom which they have, tiiat 
they may make at their pleasure Constitutions of ^lavery 
or of Freedom, but the privilege of retaining Constitu- 
tions of Freedom when they already have them, and the 
removal of Constitutions of Slavery when they have 
them, that they may establish Constitutions of Freedom 
In their place. We hold on tenadonsly to all existing 
Constitutions of Freedom. Who denounces any man fb* 
^igently adhering to such Constitutions? Who would 
dare to denounce any one fqr disloyalty to our existing 
Gonstitations, if they we. e Constitutions of Despotism and 
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Slaverr f But it ii lopposed by lome that this principle 
b leu importaQtln regard to Kkiuaa and Nebraska than 
1 ^^ general one— a general prindple applicable to all 
otner present and ftitore Territories of the United States. 
Do honorable Benatprs thai indeed sappose they ^re 
establishing a principle at all? If so, I think they 
egregiously err, whether the principle is either good or 
bad, right or wrong. They are not establishing it, and 
cannot estabUsh it in this way. You snbyert one law 
capriciously, by making another law In its place. That 
Is alL WUl your law haye any more wei|^t, authority, 
solemnity, or binding force on Ititore Congresses, than 
the first had? Yon abrogate the law of your predeces- 
sors— others will hare equal power and equal uberty to 
abrogate yours. You allow no barriers around the old 
law, to protect it from abrogation. Yon ere<^ none 
around your new law, to stay the hand of future innora- 

tors 

Sir, in saying that your new prindple will not be 
established by this bill, I reason from obvious, clear, well 
settled prindples of human nature. Slarery and Freedom 
are antagonistlcal elements in this country. The 
founders of the Constitution framed.it with a knowledge 
of that antagonism, and suffered It'to continue, that it 
mi£^t work out its own ends. There is *a commercial 
antagonism, an irreconcilable one, between the systems 
of free labor and slave labor. They have been at war 
with each other ever since the Government was estab- 
lished, and ttiatwar is to continue forever. The contest, 
when It ripens between ttiese two antagonistic elements. 
Is to be settled somewhere ; It Is to be settled in the seat 
of central power, in tiie Federal Legislature. The Con- 
stitution makes it the duty of the central Government to 
determine questions, as often as they shall arise, in favor 
of one or the other party, and refers the decision of 
them to the majority of the votes in the two Houses of 
Congress. It wiU come back here, then, in spite of all 
the efforts to escape from it. 

This antagonism must end either in a separation of the 
antagonistic parties — the Slaveholding States and the 
Free States— or, secondly, in the complete establishment 
of the influence of the Slave power over the Free— or 
else, on the other hand, in the establishment of the 
superior Influence of Freedam over the interests of 
Slavery. It will not be terminated by a voluntary secee* 
sion of either party. Commercial Interests bind the 
Slave States and the Free States together in links of gold 
that are riveted with iron, and they cannot be broken by 
passion or by ambition, mther party will subndt to the 
ascendency of the other, rather than yield the commer- 
cial advantages of this Union. Political ties bind the 
Union together — a conmion necessity, and not merely 
a common necessity, but the common interests of 
empire— of such empire as the world has never before 
seen. The control of the national power is the control 
o# the great Western Continent ; and the control of this 
continent is to be, in a very few years, the controlling in- 
fluence in the world. Who is there. North, that hates 
Slavery so much, or who. South, that hates emancipa- 
tion so intensely, that he can attempt, with any hope of 
success, to break a Union thus forged and welded to- 
gether f 1 have always beard, with equal pity and dis- 
gust, threats of disunion in the Free States, and similar 
threats in the Slaveholding States. I know that men 
may rave in the heat of passion, and under great poliU- 
cal excitement ; but I know that when it comes to a ques- 
tion whether this Union shall sUnd, either with Freedom 
or with Slavery, the masses will uphold it, and it will 
-tand until some inherent vice in its Constitution, not yet 
Usclosed^ shall cause its dissolution. Now, entertaining 
hese opmlons, there are for me only two alternatives. 
Viz. : either to let Slavery gain unlimited sway, or so to 
exert what little power and influence I may have, as to 
secure, if I can, the ultimate predominance of Free- 
dom. .... 

Sir, I have always said that I should not despond, 
even if this fearful measure should be effected : nor do I 
now despond. Although, reasoning from my present 
convictions, I should not have voted for the compromise 
of 1620, 1 have labored, in the very spirit of those who 
established it. to save the landmark of Freedom which it 
assigned. I have not spoken irreverently even of the 
compromise of 1850, which, as all men know, I opposed 
earnestly and with diligence. Nevertheless, I have al- 
ways preferred the compromises of the Constitution, and 
have wanted no others. I feared all others. This was a 
leading prindple of the great statesman of the South. 
(Mr. Calhoun). Said he : 

"I see my way in the Constitution : I camiot In a com- 
promise. A compromise is but an act or Congress. It may be 
everruledatanytlme. It gives us no security. But the Coosti- 
tu'Jon is stable. It is a rook on wliioh we can stand, and on 
wiileh we can meet our friends from the non-slaveholdlng 



States. It Is s firm and stable tfroUnd, on wUflih wa eta M> 
ter stand in opposition tofknatielsm than on the afatfUBg aaads 
ot compromise. Let us b«» done wlih oompromlsea. Lit us 
go back and siand upon the Oonsdtutloa.'* 

I stood upon thia ground hi 1880, deflmdim Vreedom 
upon it as Ifr. Calhoun did In defendisf Slavery. I WM 
overruled then, and I have waited sinoe without pnpoi* 
ing to abrogate any compromlsea. 

It has been no proposition of mine to abronte tbtm 
now ; but the proposition has come fh>m anotoer qaa^ 
ter— flrom an adverse one. It is about to preralL TIm 
shifting sands of compromise are passing fh>m ondtr nj 
feet, and they are now, without agency of my own, tak* 
Ing hold again on the rock of the OonstitntioB. It abaO 
be no fault of mine if they do not remain firm. TUi 
seems to me auspidous of better days and wiaor legkte* 
tlon. Throurii all the darkneaa and gloom of the pre* 
sent hour, bright stars are breaking, that inapSre m« with 
hope, ana excite me to perseverance. They ebow that 
the day ot compromises has past Ibrever, and that hanee> 
forward all great quesUona between Freedom and 
Slavery legitimately coming here— and none other eaa 
come— shall be decided, as they ought to be, npon tbslr 
merits, by a fair exerc se of legislative power, and not by 
bargains of equivocal prudence, if not of doubtfU 
morality. 

Mr. Douglas closed the debate, reltentiDg 
aud enforcing the riews set forth in his Beport 
already referred to ; and at last the vote was 
talcen, and the bill passed : Teas, Zl ; Kays, 
14 ; ad follows : 

Fsoe— For the Kansaa-Nebraaka bill : 



Messrs. Adams, 


Hunter, 




Atchison, 


Johnson, 
Jonea, orlowa, 




Badger, 




Bayard, 


Jones, of Teon., 




Benjamin, 


Mason, 




Brodhead, 


Morton, 




Brown, 


Norria, 




Butler, 


Pettit, 




Cass, 


Prat^ 


^ 


Clay, of Ala., 


Ruak, 


I 


Dawson, 


Bebastiao, 


1 


Dixon, 


Bhielda, 


m 


Dodge, of Iowa, 


Bfldell, 




Douglas, 


Stuart, 




Evans, 


Thompson, of &• 
Thomson, of M. J., 




Fltspatrick, 




Geyer, 


Toucey, 




Owin, 


Weller. 




Williams— OT. 




^a2^«— Against the said blU 


• 
s 




Messrs. BeU, 


Honatoa, 




Chase, 


Jamea, 
Seward, 




Dodge, of Wise, 




Fessenden, 


Smith, 




Fish, 


Sumnw, 




Foot, 


Wade, 




Uamiin, 


Walker-U 





So the bill was passed, and its title declfered 
to be '*An Act to organize the Territorlef of 
Nebraska and Kansas,** and the Senate ad- 
journed over to the Tuesday following. 

In the House, a bill to orj^aniae the Terriloiy 
of Nebraska had been noticed on the fint day 
of the session, by Mr. John O. Miller, of Mo., 
who introduced it December 22d. 

Jan. 24th. — Mr. Oiddings gave notice of a 
bill to organize said Territory. 

Jan. 80. — ^Mr. Pringle, of N. Y., endearored 
to have the bill passed at the last session (Imt- 
ing the Missouri Restriction intact), reported by 
the Committee on Territories ; but debate aroie, 
and his resolution lay over. 

Jan. 81. — Mr. Richardson, of III., ohainnan 
of the Committee on Territories, reported a 
bill ** To organize the Territories of Nebnaka 
and Kansas,** which was read twice and eom- 
mitted. 

Mr. Richardson* s bill was substantiallT Mr. 
Douglas*s last bill, and was aocompanied by no 
report. Mr. English, of Ind., submitted the 
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liews of a minority of said Committee oq Ter- 
ritoriea, proposing, without argumenti the two 
IMlowing amendments : 

1. Amend the section defining the boundary 
of Kansas, so as to make ** the summit of the 
fioeky Mountains" the western boundary of 
said Territory. 

2. Strike out of the 14th and d4th sections of 
■aid bill all after the words "United States," 
and insert in each instance (the one relating to 
Kansas, and the other to Nebraska) as fol- 
lows: 

Prprdded^ That nothing in this act shall be so con- 
strued as to prevent the people of said Territory, throned 
tha properly constituted legtslative aathority, from pass- 
ing sach laws, in relation to the insUtatien of SlaTtry, as 
Ihey may deem best adapted to their locality, and most 
condadve to their happiness and welfare ; and so mach 
of any existing act of Congress as may conflict with the 
above right of the people to regulate their domestic 
institutions in their own way, be, and the same is here- 
by, repealed. 

This appears to have been an attempt to give 
practical effect to the doctrine of Squatter 
Sovereignty ; but it was not successful. 

May 8/ A.---On motion of Mr. Richardson, the 
House— Yeas, 109; Nays, 88— resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole, and took up 
the bill (House No. 236) to organize the Terri- 
tories of Nebraska and Kansas, and discussed it 
— Mr. Olds, of Ohio, in the chair. 

On coming out of Committee, Mr. George W. 
Jones, of Tenn., moved that the rules be sus- 
pended so as to enable him to move the print- 
ing of Senate bill (No. 22, passed the Senate as 
aforesaid) and the amendment now pending to 
the House bill. No quorum voted — adjourned. 

May ^th. — This motion prevailed. After de- 
bate in Committee on the Kansas-Nebraska bill, 
the Committee found itself without a quorum, 
and thereupon rose and reported the fact to the 
House — only 106 Members were found to be 
present. After several fruitless attempts to ad- 
journ, a call was ordered and a quorum ob- 
tained, at 9 P.M. At 10, an adjournment pre- 
Tailed. 

May \Oth, — Debate in Committee continued. 

May Wth. — Mr. Richardson moved that all 
debate in Committee close to«morrow at noon. 

Mr. English moved a call of the House : Re- 
fused ; Yeas, 88 ; Nays, 97. 

ICr. Mace moved that Mr. Richardson^s mo- 
tion be laid on the table : Defeated. Yeas, 95 ; 
Nays 100. 

Mr. Edgerton, of Ohio, moved a call of the 
House. Refused : Yeas, 45 ; Nays, 80. 

The day was spent in what has come to be 
ealled " Filibustering "—that is, the minority 
moving adjournments, calls of the House, ask- 
ing to be excused from voting, taking appeals, 
etc., etc In the midst of this, Mr. lOchardson 
withdrew his original motion, and moved in- 
stead that the debate in Committee be closed 
In five minutes after the House shall have re- 
sumed it 

The hour of noon of the 12th having arrived, 
Meesrs. Dean and Banks raised points of order 
as to the termination of the legislative day. 
The Speaker decided that the legislative day 
eould only be terminated by the adjournment 
of the House, except by constitutional conclu- 
sion of the session. Mr. Banks appealed, but 
at lungth withdrew his appeal 



Finally, at 11} o'clock, p.m., of Friday, 12th, 
after a continuous sitting of thirty-six hours, 
the House, on motion of Mr. Richardson, ad- 
journed. 

May 18/A. — The House sat but two hours, 
and effected nothing. 

May Ibth, — Mr. Richardson withdrew his de* 
mand for the Previous Question on closing the 
debate, and moved instead that the debate 
close at noon on Friday the 19th instant. This 
he finally modified by substituting Saturday the 
20th ; and in this shape his motion prevailed by 
a two-thirds majority — Yeas, IST ; Nays, 66— 
the following opponents of the bill voting for 
the motion, namely : 

MAurL—Thomas J. D. Fuller, Samuel Mayall— 8. 

Nbw-Hampshibi.— Geo. W. Kittredge, Geo. W. Moa 
risen— 8. 

Massachusrts.— Nathaniel P. Banks, Jr.— 1. 

CoHVBCTicuT.— Orig^en 8. Seymour — 1. 

Nkw-Tgrk.— Gilbert Dean, Charles Hughes— 8. 

Pknnstlvania.- Michftel 0. Trout— 1. 

Ohio— Alfred P. Edgerton, Harvey H. Johnson, An- 
drew Ellison, William D. Lindsley, Thomas Richey--^ 

Indiana.— Andrew J. Harlan, Daniel Mace— 8. 

iLUNOia— John Wentworth— 1. 

Michioan— David A. Noble, Hestor L. Stevens— 2. 

WisGOSsnr.— John B. Hacy— 1 

ViRQiNiA.— John S. Bfillson— 1. 

Total— 21. 

Mr. Richardson, having thus got in his reso- 
lution to close the debate, put on the previous 
question again, and the House — Yeas, 118; 
Nays, 59 — agreed to close the debate on the 
20th. 

Debate having been closed, the opponents of 
the measure expected to defeat or cripple it by 
moving and taking a vote in Committee on 
various propositions of amendment, kindred to 
those moved and rejected in the Senate ; some 
of which it was believed a majority of the 
House would not choose '^or dare) to vote 
down ; and, though the names of those voting 
on one side or the other in Committee of the 
Whole are not recorded, yet any proposition 
moved and rejected there, may be renewed in 
the House after taking the bill out of commit- 
tee, and is no longer cut off by the Previous 
Question, as it formerly was. But, when the 
hour for closing debate in Committee had 
arrived, Mr. Alex. H. Stephens moved that the 
enacting claitse of the bill be stricken oitt ; which 
was carried by a rally of the friends of the 
bill, and of course cut off all amendments. The 
bill was thus reported to the House with its 
head off; when, after a long struggle, the 
House refused to agree to the report of the Com- 
mittee of th4 Whole — Yeas, (for agreeing) 97 ; 
Nays, IVI — bringing the House to a direct vote 
on the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Richardson now moved an amendment, 
which was a substitute for the whole bill, being 
substantially the Senate's bill, with the clause 
admitting aliens, who have declared their in- 
tention to become citizens, to the right of suf- 
frage. He thereupon called the Previous Ques- 
tion, which the House sustained — Yeas, 116; 
Nays, 90 — when the House adopted his amend- 
ment — Yeas, 116 ; Nays, 95 — and proceeded to 
engross the bill — Yeas, 112; Nays, 99 — when 
he put on the Previous Question again, and 
passed the bill finally — Yeas, 113 ; Nays, 100— 
as follows : 
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YiAf— 118. 

TROM TBI JEII iTATEB. 

Minri.— MoBea HeDonald— 1. 
Niw-Hampshibk— Harry Hibbard— 1. 
OovintonouT.--Oolin M. Ingenoll— 1. 

Niw-TOBC—Thomas W. OaininIn|L Vnmela B. Oat- 
ting, Peter Rowe, John J. Taylor, William M. Tweed, 
Hiram WalbridfB, William a Wallcer, Mike Walsh, Tbeo. 
R. Westbrook-^. 

PmraTLyAm.— Samnel A. Bridget, John L. Dawson, 
Thmnas B. Florence, J. Olaney Jones, William H. Kmts, 
John McNair, Asa Paeker, John Bobbins, Jr., Christian 
M. Straub, William H. Wltke, Hendrick B. Wrlgbt— 11. 

Nbw-Jbbskt— Samuel Lilly, George Tall— ft. 

OHio.~DaTid T. Disney. Frederick W. Green, Edson 
B. Olds, Wilson Shannon--4. 

Induva.— John G. Dayis, Cyrus L. Dunham, Norman 
Eddy, William H. En^ish, Thomas A. Hendricks, James 
H. Lane, Smith Mlller-T. 

iLLnou.— James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Wm. A. RIdi* 
ardson— a. 

MicHiOAM.— Samuel Clark, David Stuart— 9. 

Iowa.— Bemhart Henn— 1. 

WtaaoiKBn(,—yon4, 

CAuroRKiA.— liilton S. Latham, J. A. HcDougall— 8. 
Total-44. 

TROM tHI 8LATI STATK8. 

Dblawaru.— George R. Riddle— 1. 

Mabtlavo.- William T. Hamilton, Heniy Mayi Jaeob 
Shower, Joshua Tansant— 4. 

ViROiNU.— Thomas H. Bayly, Thomas S. Bocock, John 
8. Oaskie, Henry A. Edmundson. Charles J. Faulkner, 
William 0. Goode. Zedekiah Kidwell, John Letcher, 
Paulas Powell, William Smith, John F. Snodgrass— 11. 

NOBTB Cabouv A.— William 8. Ashe, Burton Cralge, 
Thomas L. OUngman, «/bAi» Kerr, Thos. Baffin, Heniy 
U. Shaw— 6. 

South Cabouha.— William W. Boyce, President S. 
Brooks, James L. Orr— 8. 

GsoBOiA.- DaTid J. Bail^, Elijah W. Chastaln, Alfred 
H. Colquitt, Junius Hlllyer, Doffid A. Besee, Alex. H. 
Stephens— 0. 

Alabama.— J'(i9»M ^&srcromM«, WiUiamson R. W. 
Cobb, James F. Dowdell, Sampson W. Harris, George S. 
Houston, PbUlp Phillips, WlUiam R. Smith— 7. 

MiasiBSirpi.— William & Barry, William Barksdale, 
Otho R. Singleton, Daniel B. Wright— 4. 

LouiBiAXA.- William Dunbar, Roland Jones, Jdtm Per- 
kins, Jr.— 8 

KiSTUCKT.— John C. Breckinridge, James 8. Chris- 
man, Leander M. Cox^ Clement S. Itill, John M. EUiot, 
Ser^, K Orey, William PretUm, Richard H. Stanton 
—8. 

Tonrnsu.— William Bl Churchwell, George W. Jones, 
Okarlee Beady. Samuel A. Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, 
FeUnZoOioofir-^ 

MissouBL— Alfred W. Lamb, Jamee J, lAndley, John 
O. Miller, Mordeeai Olivr, John 8. Phelpe— 5. 

Abxashab.— Alfred B. Greenwood, Edwin A. Warren— 8. 

Flobioa. — Augustus B. Maxwell— 1. 

Texas.— Peter H. Bell, Geo. W. Smyth— 9. Total— dO. 

Total, Free and Slave States — 118. 
Nays— luO. 

FREB 8TATBS. 

UAaB,--8amuel P. Beneon^ B. Wilder ^rl&y, Tho- 
mas J. D. Fuller, Samuel Mayall, lerael WaeMmrn, jr, 
— 5. 

Miw Hampshibb.— George W. Kittredge, George W. 
Morrison— 8. 

Massaobusitts.— Nathaniel P. Banks, Jr., Samuel L, 
Oroeker, Alkx. Db Witt. Edtcard Dickinson, J. WUey 
Simmnae, ThomaeD. Eliot, John Z. Goodrich, Charloe 
W, Vpham, Samuel H. Walley, Tappan WenUoorth-- 
10. 

RaoDB Island.— Ttiomas Davis, Benjamin B. Thurston 
-9. 

CoBBBCncvT.— Nathan Belcher, James T. Pratt, Origen 
8. Seymour — 8. 

Ybbmont.— c/ames ICeachcun, AlvahSdbin, Andrew 
Tracy— %. 

New Yo%x^— Henry Bennett, Jkufie Carpenter, GH- 
bert Dean, Caleb Lyon, Reuben B. Fenton. Thonuie T. 
Floffler, Gkorge Hastings, Solomon G- Baven, Cliarles 
tfague«, Daniel T. Jones, Or»am/ue B. Mattteon, Edwin 



B. Morgan^ WttUam Mamy, Andrew Olivmr, JanA ^. 
Peck, RufOs W. Peekham, JHsliop Perkins, Mte^mmtm 
Pringle, BueeeU Sage. George A. 3te»mo»§f G—wr 
Smtth, John Wheeler--89. 

Naw-jBRflBT.— j12s0. CM'.Pmmlttgton^ObMsAmEk^ 
ton, Nathan T. Stratton— 8. 

Pbbbstlvabia.— iToispAjB. OAOfidlir.CartUm B. Ou^ 
tis, John IHckt Augustus Drum, WuHam JPverhartf 
James Gamble, Chausha A. Grow, Jeaae K BietH^t 
Thomae Jf. Bowe. John MeOuUoeh, Bet M Idd ietw a Hk, 
J>a9idBitohie,»muelL,BtueeU,msiiMslQ.Tr<ni^ 

Omo,— Edward BaU, Lewie 2>. OaimpbeU, Alfred P. 
Edgerton, Andrew Ellison, Jobhua R. GmDiWiB, Aarem 
Bdrlan, John Scott Harrieon, H. H. Johnson, WilUan 
D. Lindsey, M. H. Nichols, Thomas Rlchey, WUUam B, 
tp, Andrew Btuart, J<^n L, Taylor, &wabd Wabi 



IvDiABA.— Andrew J. Harlan, Daniel Maoe, Sammti 
W. Parker-^ 

iLURois.- •Tamef JTnoce, Jeeee 0, JSTorton, XUhet B. 
Waehbwme, John Wentworth, Biohard Tatee—ik 

MiOHiOAB.->David A. Noble, Hester L. Stevens— ft. 

WxdOOBsiB.— Benjamin 0. Eastman, Daniel WeHa, Jr.-* 

a. 

lowA,—2rone, 
0AUfOMMiA.^yone, Total— 01. 

BODTHBBK 8TATBS. 

ViBGiNU.— John 8. Millson— 1. 

NoBTB Cabuliba.— JIMoAard C. P^ryear, SUm Si 
Bogere—%. 

iMSvtsBKn.—Bobert If. Bugg, WUUam OvOomMmm 
eon Etheridge, Mtthaniel G. Taylor—^ 

LouisiABA.— Theodore G. Hunt—l. 

MB80UBI.— Thomas U. Benton— 1. 

Othbb 80UTHKBB SxATBS.— .37b9M. Total— ft* 

Total, Free and SUve States— 100. 
Absent, or not voting — 21. 

N. Bkolabo SfrkTKB.— William Appleton, of Ml. 

Nrw-YoBK.— &S0. W. Chaee, James Maurice— ft. 

Pbbmstlvabia.- .37biM. 

Naw-JBHSBT.— JI7bn«. 

Ohio.— €K)orge Bliss, JfbsM ^. Corwin—%, 

Illikois.- Wm. U. Bissell- 1. 

CALirOBBIA.— AofM. 

iBoiABA.— Eben M. Chamberlain— 1. 

MlCHIOAB.— AbTM. 

loir K.— John P. Cooh-A, 
WisooBsiB.— John B. Macy— 1. 

Total from Free States— 9. 

MABTLAHn.— a/b^ B, FromlMn, Auguetut M. BoO^n 
—ft. 

ViBQiNiA.— Fayette McMullen— 1. 

NoBTH Cabouha.- JITofM. 

Dblawabb.- ^o»e. 

South Cabouna.— Wm. Aiken, Lawrence M. Keltl. 
Jolin McQueen— 8. 

Ghoboia.— Wm. B. W. Dent, James L. 8eward-4L 

Alabama.— Jl^e. 

MississirPL— Wiley P. Harris— 1. 

Kbrtuckt.— Linn Boyd, (Speaker,) PreeUy Wwlmg ft. 

VLvBaovM.—Samuel Caruthere^l, 

Abkabsab.— JITofM. Flobida.— .d^bfie. 

Tbxas.— ilTons. Tbhsbsbkb — ITone. 

Louisiana.— ^o»«. 

Total from Slave States— 12. 

Whigs in BaUce, Abolitionists in bmaul OAPtTAIJi 
Democrats in Roman. 

May 28<;.— The bill being thus sent to the 
Senate (not as a Senate but as a House bill), 
was sent at once to the Committee of thel^niole, 
and there briefly conridered. 

May 2Uh. — Mr. Pearce, of Maryland. mov»d 
to strike out the clause in section 6, wmeh e^ 
tends the right of sufiRrage to 

those who shall have declared on oath their IntaA* 
tion to become such, [citlaens] and shall have taken aa 
oath to support the Constitation of the United States, aaf 
the provisions of this act 

Negatived— Yeas : Bayard, Bell, Brodheadi 
Brown, Clayton, Pearce, and Thompsoa w 
Kentucky. Nays, 41. 

The bill was thea ordered to be engrossed 
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Ar ft third rwdlog— Teu, 86; ^aja, IB, h 

Ttat — For Engroraing ; 

> 'Md. AtclilHin, Ho . yuan, V»^ 

Madatr, tt. a, JTortM, lit., 

An/and*. L^ Horrli, N. U., 

BnHlbnd, P*^ ftar«4, KcU, 

Bnmo, Ulu , P«tlll. Indl, 

BuUtr, B. 0., jn^tULUi^ 

OiH, Mich., RukiTeui, 

CIh;, Ala,, BebuUu, Aik- 

Dareta*. Qa., Ihtaldi, IJL 

DKUglu, lU., SUdtU, La., 

riiipLtiUI^ Ala., SUiiut, Hkh~ 

Owls, O*!., nos^pwiLb., 

HoDiH, Ti.. nunuan. It. J- 

jDhuoD, Ark, Tooinbt, 0*., 

Jono, Iov4, Toucfy, Ol, 

Ami, TeaD., WcUei, OiL, 

HaUoiT.rU., WILUiiu,H. a, 
Wright, N. J.V-6S. 
JT^ra — Agungt EngtMaiag : 

Hcun. Allfn, R. I., QiLLRTi. Ct, 

.BgU,VeDn., UwuUii Us., 

AM, Vt., ITod*, Ohio. 

Walter, Vlh— IS. 
DlDocrMa la Boniiui ; Whip In ItaUot; Prtt Daaiv- 
wt» In Bmill Oik. 
The bill vaa then passed without furtlii 



HrlnapplloaUa, , 
iitahi tha laM M 



bnaka, H ctiewhero wHbln the ijoliad Suuca, unpi il 
"■~^"'" — -"-- -'-»----■ -irvpBratoiT tv the HdEaluLon c 

rllnto (h« Ddlon, Bpp(OT«d Marcb aliih, elthtai 

hacdred and twentr, which belnKlnconiUtuil wlUi tl 



or pertedlr tin to fonn and ruulati 
MhaltoiMrntbelrowDwa7,nit)l«IODtata th*Oontll 
UoaartbeValttdBiaMa; PrtJUiJ, That BMhIng hi 

auj Uir or regulation which majr hiTo axlalsd prloi 



Dm- 8, 1865.— The XXXIVth CongreBs con. 
Tened at tho CapiMl, in Wash iog ton. —Jeese D. 
Bright, of Ind., holding orer u FreaJdent pro 
Utnport at the Senate, in place of Vice-Presi- 
dmt WiUiam R. King, of Alabama, deceased. 
A qnoruiD of either Hon«e waa found to be 

But the Hou&e found ilaelf unable to organise 
hj the choice of a Speaker, nntit after an un- 
precedented struggle of nine weeka* dtiration. 
RnaUj, on Saturday, Feb. 20, ISflS, the plu- 
rklitj-rule iras adopted — Teia, 113; Naja, )04 
— ^nd the Qouae proceeded under it to jts oiu 
Imtidred and Ihirlg-ihird ballot for gpealcer, 
when Nathaniel P. Baniu, jr. (anti-Kebraaka) 
of JfaaiiachuBettH, was choseu, having lOS 
Totel to lui), for William Aiken, of South Caro- 
Hu. fileven voiee scattered on other perlons 
did not count against a choice. It WM there- 
&re molved— YeM, 16S ; Kajrs, 40— that llr. 
Banks was duly elected Spesker, 

But, during tfie pendency of this election, the 
Fiarident had c-anamitted to botb Bobsm. flru 



(Dec Slat) ^ils Annual Hewage, and next (Jan. 
24th) a spediil menage with regard to the eon- 
dition of KuiMS, in which he thus allndes to 
those who tbiuic SItiTery not the best inititntioD 
to make a proaperoiu and happy Sute, and to 
those who opposed the repeal of the Hlnoorl 
reitriotion : 



It tb* BOlare 



vam oi uur ognrnvf- Bna uaiwa maiTiauaiB, OUMnnia 
atrlotlo asd law«HdlDC, (a loll with Blsdlreoted sni 
1 the atlampt to propinu Ihelt loclal thcorlt* hj the 
■TTcnlon and abaie or the powen of Gonfrai. 
The perwiu and partlM whom Uh tenor of the aet 
ta orianlas iht Turllailea ot Hebraaka aiid Kanu* 
thwarted In the eadMTor to Impoae, throagh the ageoef 
" CoDfrm, ib^ partienlar tlewi of loclal orfaoiu- 
<D on (ha peoplt of the tntsre new Stain, now per- 
celTlDg that too pdUej of leaving the InhililtBota of oadi 
Stale (oJudgalorthainielKeilD thit reipect wu Ineradl- 



id reooDru,ln 



^panultof their ftnerj 



The President makes the following refer> 
ice to the action of the people of Sansa^ 
ho, clitiming the right " peaceably to assai^ 
a and petition for a redress of grieTsncesT* 
d so smeuible, and sent a petjiion to Con* 
grees, lo permit them to form a State GoTern- 
, with the CoQStituiiOQ submitted : 



March 12.— In Senate, Hr. Douglas, of Illi- 
nois, from the Committee on Terriiories, made 
report on matters relating lo Kansas atbirs, 
1 which he ssys ; 
The act of CoDgreH for the orgaolaallon o the ler- 

form 10 the i|Uilt and Ietl« uf the Federal OoDitllaUoD, 
L _. _^ _._,_._._. — .t_ *^p||4lDeQtl^ principle 



■UuidlDi Uie tcaMCtlOE 



?,£"-£s: 



lie then refers to the formaUon of the " Emi> 
grant Aid Compaoj,"* which had been orean- 
ised oil the principle of " State equality " bj 
the people of Ussaachusetts. This proceeding 
he calls " a perrereion of the plain proTlsioos 
" the Eanaaa-Nebraska Act — that the oulj 
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kiod of bnful emigntioD wu " sucb us hu 

filled ap our Daw Sutea tad Territoriei, when 
esch indiiidiul hu gone on hia own aeconDt, 
to improve his condition and that of bia 
famil;." Tlie report then Bt&tcs that the peo- 
ple of Missouri were graatlj alarmed at the 
rapid filling ap of Kansas bj people opposed to 
8Uverj— that thil might endaoKer the eiiit- 
•nce of Sbverj in UisBonri — and that, aa the 
people of Uissouri had a right to defend their 
awa inatitutioDB, the; might properly reilat the 
formation of an Anti-Slaverj State in their 
neighborhood. The report 

ForlhB nccessfti) ,.._ _ _.. , 

amrdUlc viclnllj f«mrmti 

fimUrcaald HDd ods'o 

, — , ,, lent U lira Um u 

iwiu a ilalit ta ba dHmed an aotual KtUir and ipuUlM 
voUr ■■ iBoM wbo ««• iMtu ImpOTtsl bf tli« Culiraiit 
AldBodedca, lnuDiiDaniiudTSTTku7,wb<rBtlwluida 



eftirttaMldatlHMali.,^ „, . 

-"^prebended raait of U» new Importation. 
The report tbeu glTs* a hiatorf of the Legida- 
ire elected Uarch ROth, I86G, iti renbralflim 
Pawnee Cit; to the Shawnee Uisdoo, ita aabae- 
quent qiurrel with Gov. Reeder, and ooutinuei : 
dan aftflrr Goremor Be«dcT d1aHlT«d Ida oflSdal 
i^mii tlM IcrUitan, an actoiioi <rf the tmarnl 
. --"wliUe thalbodjwai itm 



Han* and ui 

McUon*, andwbereno kfal UU* oould be had until 

lb* lilr**n dMDld IM BWda, (Bainta, qnamla, TU*nee, 
and btaodihcd nil|fa( ban been expected a» the natnrnl 

wdineTitabIa«Hieeqii(n«eiotia(ileMraordlnar7ir~* 

of amliiatton, which divided and aiiared Ih« utai 

twe great boitlle partiea, eaoh bavln^ "" '~' 

elalDi nor* than ■aibbrliht.bi order _. 

Baw4iiiBsor hiaawnparVtandalUieumelliBeprennt 
•-•-^'OM taOui •lmMtvml^tnawt01bm^t•- 
i. Um t renft or Ibli — - - -" — ■ 




tion in the Territory was held for a delegatt . . 
Congress. This was a very short time after the 
Arrival of the Free Stale emigruita in suffi 
oienC bodies to protect tbenuelves. At thie 
election, according to the returns, J. W. WUt- 
field bad received 2,1168 votes; other persons, 
6T6. Whitfield, of course, received the Govei 
nor*< certificate, but great dissatisfaction wa. 
expressed by the Free State setclera, charging 
that many of (he votes recetred by Whitlelii 
were given by men living in Uissouri ; and it 
afternard appeared that at the time of the first 
election there were but 1,114 legal votersin the 
Territory. Never! lit less, the report 





IniL and unlgalHlr obob ft 
■peedr tinHUn af a «ala Oeaa 

"inKlHhiHOf 

so tar as roar OewmWas ba 

■ tliiiriiit iliiiilallntiiiiliiiii ji eiiiana 

. jiihaadoiitlonat aOanttttoHanaBdMaM 
to be pnt la opoatlon OB Ibe 4lh (f tte» 



eiilliiiilllHiir IhiiTiiiilliiii liliiiiiiliiii lliii ssiinilliai 
'if KauaaTeRftoiThavabeeBrinnlli 
« an, wttbont anvlaw-vaiklBtpantrf 
■ea.known (hctTttiat IhaTnAmlatl* 



ir, audtfae or 



(lbSH» 

lawo/o* 



reputable to them- and i_ ^_,, , 

fMti proentod, wltbont SMdOo diaivee and direct 
Intbeabi«ii« of all proof and pnbabla troth, ibe c 
that the MbioDrlani had invaded Itaa Terriloir anc ___ 
trolled the coDfrtudonal eleetkn by fraid and vMence 
was draulaledlhroDtfioat the Tree Mates, and made the 
bailBOl the noet Inflammatiiiy Wpeab to all men onpoeed 
to Iba pilnctpio at tba Xanaas-NebraikB act to enbrate 
or eend tndpanla to Kansoi, Ibr tbo pnrpoag of repSUng 
the Invaden, and amlitliitf thalr frleadi wbo ware than In 
the Territory In putting down Ibe ilaveiiawer, and proU- 
bMng naverr la Kaneao, wltb the view af maklnc It a 
rrce Stale. BxaEnerated aaoovota of the large numbtr 
Of epdmnta on Uislr waj under the anploei af th* eml' 
nanl aid companlea, with Ibe vlaw of coBtrolttDBlheeleg. 
Bon far memben of the Tnrttorlal Laifalalure, wUeh wu 
to labe place on tha Uth of Mardi. ll», were pnbllihed 
and droibiled. nuaeaaeoBnli,beb1Bi'^>lh1UwdandbF- 
fcvedlu Uiuourl, ohan the eulMnenttaad atreadrbMc 
toAamed ta a fearful Inlen^jr, Induaad a oorta^oodiaf 



clamatlon of Goi 

The report then proceeds to narrate tbs dr 

imatanoci attending the formation of a State 
Qovemment in Hlebigan, Arkaoias, Florida and 
California, and states that "in every inatano* 
the proceeding hai oria;inated with, and bMn 
conducted in subordination to, the antboiit; of 
the local governments establisbed or twn^fnlMd 
by the Goventmeut of the United Btataa." It 
then refers to the case of the effort to change 
the organio lav, made in Khode Island WNne 
yesm ego, from vhlcb it says the " insnrgenta" 
(as the Free-State party in Kansaa U called) 
" can derive uo aid or comfort." 

The following concludes the Report; the 
words in Italics below perhaps eiplun in vhal 
leoie the people of a Territory are "perfeotly ttce 
to form their own InsCitudons, in their own way :" 

Wlthonl deeming 11 ne«»rT to eiprtn any optadoB ad 
thli oaudon, In HfrrHuw ta tlu merlU at that oolltn. 
Ten7, [rtterrisg 1 
prlncfpjea upon w 

reann, Ibat Aa MiMr«i^iii^ wj. m , .„ 

ibtmHuu, ntpendid in Ma UiMtd Statil, III 

lm«aSi(rt«. llilh4mtaiUlm*,atrar»tiHMUt 
ii4f»midtiBintU4aaiSapr1Mege»aadHgktttf 
iVftminmatt, fa mAonf AuMm (d Ma OmMbuUa* 
QTMa VMUd Statu, and t» obtdtent* le Ikttrervlc 
£h* pa— id if OiMvrtm <i> jmmamet of Oat laiiie 
mttU. Theie right* and ptirUctei are au derived from 
the OoHtHotlon, Ibrou^ Oh act of CoDROa. and SUM bo 
eiardird and «n|ayed1n n 
and ttatrleUaDi whtah that 
It li olear that the people ol 
■orerelgn rlfht, nnder the Ct 



_nd,] It li evident that Iba 

undocled ar* not favalvad 
ugjle DOW gofaieon In Kaaaaa; ' 
•trt(giiUi of a TtrrUan/ rtmal 
ed <n Ma CMMd Aitas, M In 



I Terrltoiy have M hd 

ttntloaoribe United I 

.^ anihortij o( Iba Te 

wbl^ Congrea bai eatabtUfaed In at 
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ta tneba, itep by rtep, the origto uA hkrtoiy at Oiat 
Wtt"' dImcDiUca, yonx Cvmnlctce bBve been profoundJy ' 
fcMiw . ll nUb tia dgoUiuDl fut, Uul eufa ana bu re- 
•DBSd from u auempl to rlalila or clcoupir«nt Ui« prin- 

ft of CongreM fnrthe orgBD- 

The leidloK faleft *nd 
... iihNtbrulK ut, u mt- 
BTMMd la Uh tew Uteit, m to ^« U< oeMHiI «t- 
Kw« and bDMulda tm&alilaiat of eaeh Territert 
^pvficilff f-tt to Jim una ntrulai* IMr dometMe 
tuMmtiolu in lketro%atmiu,iM4eloiUv to IlitOMi- 
tUtnUon/^ 04 IMUd StuUt." While Ibfi II deeluwl 
t* IM the "Inia tntcnt und mnidiig ot Oa act," tbe« 

prepantory to 

tododds Ilia B , , 

■CGompUih their pnnroafl hj the _. _ . _, 

do lhe>utboifl9 oT an OoutltDtlon, Immediately renrted, 

iDlbdr Te^McUTt StateLto nnou*! and eitntor^' 

ineua to conuol Ibe poliUcal deUtnls aod i3u^ t 
mMtle inrffaidrtw ol Kantat, Ln dellanee oT the v 
•Bdngardleaol tti»rl^it«,(ilthe people of that 
(•17, H fOSmiteed by Uielr organic law. Comblsj 
In iDe aectlDD or theUDli>D,i«tilnulBteaDaiuudar_. — 
tali* lyitaiii «r amlgraUon, with (be Tlew of eonlrollfaii 

llM*lK41aiia,aiid rorclng Iht d«iie«tls '--'---' 

Tantton to aolndlata lo tboaa of lh( 

re followed, aa n^ght bare b««n foreaaan, by the 




wUbtbelotenialaflafai aoddcoqea- 

: Territory, It la apparant that the remedy 



nmw b« Moght Id a itrlct iiJheTeiice , ., .^ — 

tl§M enTDroeiDaDt of the proTUou of the OTgaLla law. 
lBnilaoo>um;tlan,yoinGammltl«elSe1(bMereiatWaeaoii 
la eommeDdlng the m ei aawa and proclamation of the Pre- 
Maa of the UnHcd Stalei. lo <rtifch wa bare the grttlry- 

Aad; that 



original SUlei, w 
LuUHrity Q 



la Cnlon ob in tijatl foaUnt with 
OD aa It ihall appear, by a cent 

iture, that the Terrllory conla^ 
Four huodred and twenty Inbabi- 

_ _. .. _ mbar Teqolred by lb? praeQt ntlo 

repreieUUlim for amember of Coogrcsa. 
In cmnpltaBca wllh Ibe other recmmueiidBflon, yonr 
-jmmlltae pnpoaa to offer lo the appropriatloa bill an 
ftmaidmeiit appropriating aocli sum aa ■hall be found ne- 
ewiy, by Ibe eulnutei to be oblalned. for Ibe pvrpoie 
All o( vblch ta reapectfltUy ubmttted (o Ibe Senate by 

Mr. Cotlamer, of Termont, the Republican 
nenibtiT af same Committee, submitted a nii- 
iov\ly report, in which he Bs;a : 

TUrteen of lbs preient proaparou* Btalei o( Ihk nnlon 
laraed IhriHigh the pettad of epprentlcnhlp or pupUaga 
if tentlorlal training, under tbe gua rd la nri i l p otCongreM, 
weparatorr to unming tbelr proud rank of Diwi^»d 
la loTerelgB and indepokdent SUK*. Ihli period ot 
bdr pupi)B«a waa, ta ovary ewe, ■ period of the good offl. 
lea of puent and efalld, tatlie Und relaUoniUp Hitalncd 



We"Hve 1 



ot gialUade and 

1 UniUay e( 

lb rtalcDCa and die 



ID be BUppreased i that aggreBelre inlmgian fbr the 
pnrpoaa ot daodfaig aleotli^u, or nJij other pnrpoae, wiU 
b« repelled ; thai unanthoriied IntenneddUng In tba local 



alentiiwa, or any other pnrpoae, wiU 
^author'- - ' '""-- "- --' - 

rarauted ; that the rtderil and loci] Un 

>d igdnat alt attampti at arganlied reabrt- 

wid that tbe people of the Terrllory will 
,_ ^. .^_,,._. . -■--'- own Imtfintioi 



. , . . . .. . .odlnUi^nnen- 

JoyBene of the rlghli of aelf-goTamment aiaiired >o then 
' vy the Conititntlon and tbe organie law. 

In ilaw tf tbeia aennoeca, given under the eoDflelleti 
Ibal tha exiling lawi «mlH all the aulixolty neceaiiry la 
tb* parfbrmanoa ot thew inpertant dutlea, and that tbe 
wMe aTallable fOrca of the DnHed Statai viU be exerted 
te the extent reqslrcd fbr their performance, your Con^ 
■dtlaa x*paH in euUra canfldenee that peace, and aeobrity, 
■Dd law, win prarail In Kuaaa. It any fortiier erldenr- 
«tr* neeeeHiy to prore tbal all the coUblana and dUBei 
Ilea ta Kaoiaa hare been produced by the acbemea ot fO 
algn Interference which have been dereloped ta thii r 
(«i, la vIolalloD of the priDclpka and In eladoD ot t1 
proTUoDi ot the Kaniai-Nebraika act, it may ba found 
ihe (act thai bi NebraikFi, lo which the emigranl-ald ud . 
tlea did not extend their operation!, andlnlo wUch the 

ttod natural'chaimelB, nothing baa occurred to dlttorb t 
peam and harmony of the TerrlTcry, while the principle 
■el^gvvanunvut, in obedleDce to the Conttltuthin, haa h 
Wr play, and ia ipdetlj worldof out iu legitimate reaul 

It lunr only renulBa for your Commliiee to reipond . _ 
Ibe two epectflc reeommeniutlona of tbe Preeldent, in hki 
ipadal menage. They ate aalbllsin: 

lag tbu, wben (he taWiliaola of Ku 
tt M rf detenMa, dulyeteeled b] 
regular and lawful maana, (br lla 
■ WaW. Ireapaeltullyreeomms 

" I raaomnand. aliO) that a q>40ttJ approprlaUon he 
la dafk«y uy eipcuH which may become raquUla 
lh(T«Mloryc«KuL^" ""^^ Pn " 

In eompnaDea wHh the Brat recommendatloB, yourCom- 
nlUe* aik lean torepoit ablUaulberiilDglhellBglalatBru 
at Iha Teirilory to prorlde by law (Or tbe aiection of dele 
^ latea by Che people, and the aaiembling ot a Oonrentloj: 
w ftno a CaanUiaion and State OcTeRuDanl pieparMar^ 



itlona and deTebrtimeiiU, while the rani, procuripg 

1 opp«]t1on lo lav exiiti ta Kan- 
ay probably be suppreiacd by Ibe 



eatblala done, 



.na by iLrmed bodiei f 

trouble remaina, tbe : 

d IncresBEd darekipmenta ot danger. 

Let ui, then, look Mrly vid unAgdaedly at Ihia lab- 

.jl-lnlutmeehararterandhlitoty. Wherein doeathta 

Kanua Territory dUIr from gU em other Territoriea wUch 

■ ive been ao peaeetolly and aucceotully carried throng 

id been dereloped Inlo the masbiiod ot Independent 

ntea I Can Ihal difference accotmt for eilittag trou- 

eg t Can that difference, aa a canae of trouble, be te- 



imdvcUd on a unifi>ttii and prudent 

~ tit, by a <£car protmon,lk/i 

■'--•-"" 1 toit optr"- 

anbtectof « 



SirritoHet tci-. — 

prtturfcUfoirff.- 7S) Kitle, b, . , 

Taw in rd.iUoa to tItttvMtcl of Slomrv tobt optra- 
- ■ Territom, vMtt 4 rtmaineA^ fueKi not 



leaTlng It ta any one ei Ihoie caiea to be » aubjeotif OMJ- 
iroieiay vltbta the aama, wUle In the plaatki grlatla of Hi 
yonih. ThtawaadonebyCongreaa talheexerdaa of the 
me pcirerwUchmolded IbetDrmotthdrorganiolawl, 
d ippi^led tbelr eieeutlre and Judidary, and aome- 
o«e their le^alatire officer! ; it wai the power prorided 
the ConatllulioD, hi Iheaa worda ; " Coogreaa abaU hare 
wer to dlapoaa ol and malie all needful mlea and rtgn- 
lona reWMSng the territory or other properly belong- 
( to the Urited Blatsa." BeWtog the anbJecl ot Kmoy 

„., .____.aianthei -■— - 

„„jttbeterrttorlalgoTer[iment,aD.. _. 
taprindpaltuaelloniulea. Tbiapractlcee 
i^ National OoTemmeul, andwaa eontta 
^ermpled ubltdmdty, tar mora than tfai 
pTECUcal aontcmponuwoua conMruotton i 



arta Congreaa, (ban therqn>i*f<>n oftbetUDi 



iddiarax 

if tbe tunc 



. ind aaaaactory erldwioe, alio, of the wladom and 
Ldeiice wUJiwhlDbthiaww*r<TaB«u>-c<>M. Detadad 
si be that people who, in tbe punuit of plauaiblo tbe<h 
L becoma deaf lo tbe kiiani, and blind to the reanlt^ 
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LH as next inquire by what role of uniformity Congress 
was governed, in the exercise of this power of determining 
the condition of each Terrltonr as to Slayery, wliile remain- 
ing a Territory, as manifested in those thirteen instances. 
An examination of our liistoiy wiU show that this was not 
done flrom time to time by agitation and iocal or party 
triumphs in Ck>ngre88. The rue pursued was uniform and 
clear ; and, whoever may have lost by it, peace and prot- 
f erlty have been gained. That rule was this : 

Where Slavery was actually existing in a country to any 
considerable or general extent, it was (though somewhat 
modUled as to further importation in some instances, as in 
IfUisissippi and Orleans Territories) suffered to remain. 
The fact that it had been taken and existed there, was 
taken as an indication of its adaptation and local utiHty. 
Where Slavery did not in fact esdst to anr appreciable ex- 
tent, the same was, by Congress, expressly prohibited ; so 
that in either case the country was sotted tqt without diffi- 
culty or doubt as to the character of its institutions. In no 
instance was this difficult and disturbing subject left to the 
people who had and who might settle In the Territory, to 
be-there an everlasting bone of contention, so long as the 
Territorial government should oondnue. It was ever re- 
garded, too, as a subject in which the whole country had 
an interest, and, therefore, tnq>roper fbr local legislation. 

And though, whenever the people of a Territory come to 
form their own organic law, as an independent State, they 
would, either before or after their admission as a State, 
form and mold their institutions, as a Sovereign State, in 
thuir own way. yet it must be expected, and has always 
proved true, tnat the State has taken the character her 
pupilage has prepared her for, as well hi respect to Slavery 
as in other respects. Hence, six of the thirteen States are 
Free States, because Slavery was prohibited in them by 
Congress, while Territories, to wit: Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Iowa. Seven of the thbteen 
are slaveholding States, because Slavery was allowed in 
them by Congress while they were Territories, to wit : Ten- 
nessee. Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, Louisiana, Arkansas 
and MIssouiL 

Oil the 6ih of March, a.d. 1820, was passed by Con- 
gre.«i$ xhv act preparatory to the adniisiiioa of the State of 
Mltfsouri Into the Union. Much controversy and discus- 
nien arose on the question whether a prohibition of 
Slavery within said State should be inserted, and It re- 
sulted in this : that said State should be admitted without 
such prohibition, but that Slavery should bejbr&verpro' 
hibiUd in the rest of that country ceded to us by France 
lying north of 86* bO' north latitude, and It was so done. 
Tills contract is known as the Miwouri Oon^nmUte, 
Under this arrangement, Missouri was admitted as a 
slaveholding State, the same having been a slaveliolding 
Territory. Arkansas, south of the line, was formed into 
a Territory, and Slavery allowed therein, and afterward 
admitted as a slavtrhulding State. Iowa was made a 
Territory north of the line, and, under the operation of 
the law, was settled up without slaves, and admitted as a 
trvt State. The couutry now making the Territories of 
Kansas and Nebraska, In I82t), was almost or entirely 
uninhabited, and lay north of said line, and whatever 
Hittiers entered the same before 1654, did so under that 
Ihw, furever forbidding Slavery therein. 

Ill 1864, Congress pasite<l Mn 'act establishing two new 
Territories — Nebraska and Kanrias — In tliis region of 
country, where Slavery hud been prohibited fur more 
ilian thirty years; and, instead of leaving said law against 
Slavery in operation, or prohibiting or exprestily allowing 
or establishing Slavery, Congress left the subject in said 
Territories, to be discussed, agitated, and legislated on, 
from time to time, and the elections in said Territories to 
be conducted with reference to that oubject, from year to 
year, so long as they should remain Territories; for, 
wiiaiever laws might be passed by the Territorial legisla- 
tures oil this subject, must be sutgect to change or repeal 
by tliose uf the succeeding years. In most former Terri- 
t-riai guvemments, it was provided by law tliat their 
law« were sutgect to the revision of Congress, so that 
tliey would be made with caution. In these Territories, 
that WIS omitted. 

The provision in relation to Slavery in Nebraska and 
Kansas is as follows : '* Tlie eighth section of the act pre- 
paratory to the atiuiission of Missouri Into the Union 
(which being inconsistent with the principle of non-inter- 
vention by Congress with Slavery in the States and Ter- 
ritories, as required by tlie legislation of 1851S commonly 
called tlie Coinproniii<e Measures) is hereby declared 
inoperative and void; it being the true intent and 
meaning of this act not to legislate Slavery into said Ter- 
ritory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave 
the people thereof perfectly free to form and regulate 
their domestic institutions iu Uieir own way, subject only 
to the Constitution of the United States: Provided^ 
That notliing herein contained shall be construed to 



revive or put In force any law or regulation which msf 
have exUted prior to the act of 6 March, 1920, either pro- 
tecting, estabUshhig, prohibiting, or abolishing Vivnsrffi 
Thus it was promolgAted to the people of thla irtioto 
countiy that here was a clear field for competitio n — 
open course for the race of rivalahip; the goal of wMeh 
was, the ultimate establishment of a sovereign State} and 
the prise, the reward of everlasting liberty and Its hutltn* 
tions on the one hand, or the perpetuity of Slavery and 
its concomitants on the other. It is the obvious duty of 
this government, while this law continues, to seo thU 
manifesto fUthftilly, and honorably, and honestly per- 
formed, even though its particular supporters may MS 
cause of a result unfsvorable to thehr hopes. 

It Is farther to be observed that, in the performance of 
this novel experiment, it was provided that all white 
men who became inhabitants in Kansas were entitled to 
vote without regard to their Mme of reeidence^ osuallr 
provided hi other Territories. Nor was Uiin right of 
voting confined to American citizens, but included all 
such aliens as had declared, or would declare, on oath^ 
their IntenUon to become cit linns. Thus was the proda- 
maUon to the world to become Inhabitants of Kansas, and 
enlist In this great enterprise, by the f<irce of nnmbeni 
by vote, to decide for It the great question. Was It to M 
expected that this great proclamation for the poUttoal 
tournament would be listened to with indifference and 
apathy? Was it prepared and presented in that spirit f 
Did It relate to a sutgect on which the people were eool 
or indifferent ? A large part of the people of this countiy 
look on domestic Slavery as " only evil, and that con- 
tinually ," alike to master and to slave, and to the eom- 
munity ; to be left alone to the management or enjoy- 
ment of the people of the States where it exists, but net 
to be extended, more especially as it gives, or may ghre^ 
political supremacy to a minority of the people of this 
country in the United States government. On the other 
hand, many of the people of another part of the UiUted 
States regard Slavery, if not in the abstract a Uessinff,al 
least as now existing, a condition of society best toi 
both white and black, while they exist together; while 
others regard It as no evil, but as the highest state oi 
social condition. These consider that they cannot, with 
safety to their Interests, permit political aaeendeney te 
be largely in the hands of those unfriendly to this peets* 
liar in^ittttion. From these conflicting views, long and 
violent has been tlie controversy, and experience seons 
to show it interminable. .... 

A succinct statement of the exercise and progrties of 
the material events In Ksnsas is this : After the passafa 
of this law, establishing the Territory of Kansas, a large 
body of settlers rapidly entered Into said Territory with a 
view to permanent Inhabitancy therein. Most of these 
were from the Free States of the West and North, who 
probably Intended by their votes and Influence to Mtab- 
lish there a Free State, agreeably to the law wliich invited 
them. Some part of those from the Northern States had 
been encouraged and aided in tills enterprise bjthe 
Emigrant Aid Society formed In Massatdinsetts, inildi 
put forth some exertions in this laudable ot^ct, by open 
and public measures, in providing facilities for transpor- 
tation to all peaceable citisens who desired to become per- 
manent settlers in said Territory, and providing there- 
in hotels, mill^, etc., for the public accommodation of tliat 
new country. 

The Governor of Kansas, having. In pursuance of law, 
divided the territory into districts, and procured a census 
thereof, issued his proclamation for the election of n 
Legislative Assembly therein, to take place on the 80th 
day of March, 1855, and directed how the same should 
be cotiducted, and the returns made to him agreeable to 
the law establishing said Territory. On the day of election, 
large bodies of armed men from the State of Missouri, 
appeared at the polls in most of the districts, and, bj 
most violent and tumultuous carriage and demeanor, 
overawed the defenseless inhabitants, and by their own 
votes elected a large majority of the members of both 
Houses of said Assembly. On the returns of said eleo- 
tion being made to the Governor, protests and olUeotlons 
were made to hitn in relation to a part of said dutriets ; 
and as to them, he set aside such, and such only, as by 
tlie returns appeared to be bad. In relation to others, 
covering, in all, a majority of the two Houses, equality 
vicious in fact, but apparently good by formal returns, 
the inhaliitaiits thereof, borne down by said violence nnd 
intiiiiidation, scattered and discouraged, and laboring 
under apprehensions of personal violence, refk-ained and 
desisied from presenting; any protest to the Oovernor in 
relation thereto; and he, then uninformed in relation 
thereto, issued certificates to the inenjbers who tppear«^<l 
by said formal returns to have been elected. 

In relation to those districts which the Governor le Mt 
aside, orders w fte by him issued for new dectloas. Hi- 
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The mnjoritj und minoritr Hoporta being re- 
ceived, various matters rcUtliig to Eaneaa wen.- 
debated miUl tbe IBth of lUrch, tha Hoiml> 
wu brought to ri vote on the propoaitioD of 
tbs committee of elections to empORer saiJ 
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Kperg, which wu modifled on motion of Ifr. 
inn, of lod., 8o as to ralu t ipecial committee 
of three members, to be appointed b; the 
Bpeiker. The resolniiona maing this com- 
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ThcM gentlemen prooeadad to Kmamt, mi 
■pent lereral weelu there in taking tutlnoaj u 
to the etectioni, etc.. which had taken pkoa In 
that TerriloiT. The leailmon; thus taken fbrm 
a Tolamo of nearl; twelve hundred large •nd 
vioacif -primed pages, the substance of wfaich 
was summed up on their return by the nu^orltj 
(McBars. noward and Bberman), in the following 
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Bo tlic resolution prevailed, and Hessn. Wil- 
liam A. Ilownrd, of Michigan, John Sliermun 
of Ohio, and Uordeeai UUver, of Missouri, were 
appointed the Committee of Investigiitiou tliere- 
bj required. 
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dscHt^ bu been controlled, not bj the actual ■ettlen, 
bnt by citizens of Missouri ; and, as a conseqnence, erery 
oflDioer in the Territory, from constables to legislators, ex- 
wpt tiiose appointed by the President, owe their posittons 
to non-reddent votvs. None hare been elected by the 
•ettlen ; and your Committee have been unable to find 
tbftt any political power whatever, however unimportant, 
luM been exercised by the people of the Territory. 

In October, a. d. ISM, Gtoremor A. HL Boeder and the 
olber officers appointed by the President arrived in the 
Territory. Settlers from all parts of the country were 
moving in in great numbers, making their claims and 
building their cabins. About the same time, and before 
any election was or could be held in the Territory, a secret 
potttfeal society was formed in the State of Missouri. It 
wai known by different names, such as ** Social Band," 
•* Friends' Society," '*Blue Lodge," "The Sons of the 
Bocrtfa." Its members were bound together by secret 
mtthfl, and they had passwords, signs, and grips, by which 
they were known to each other. Penalties were unpoeed 
ftnr violating the rules and secrets of the Order. Written 
■dnntes were kept of the proceedings of the Lodges, and 
Ihe different Lodges were connected togetlier by an effec- 
ttve on;anization. It embraced great numbers of the citi> 
nm of HisBouri, and was extended into other Slave States 
and Into the Territory. Its avowed purpose was not only 
to extend Slavery into Kansas, but also into other terri- 
tory of the United States ; and to form a union of all the 
friMidi of that institution. Its plan of operating was to 
organlie and send men to vote at the elections in the Ter* 
ittory, to collect money to pay their expenses, and. If 
neo cssai y, to protect them in voUng. It atoo proposed to 
l&dace Pro-Slavery men to emigrate into the Terntory, to 
aid and sustain tiiem while there, and to elect none to 
office but those fHendly to their views. This dangerous 
aodetj was controlled by men who avowed their purpose 
to extend Savery into the Territory at all hazards, and 
was altogether the most effective instrument in organizing 
flw snbaeqnent armed invasions and forays. In ils Lodges 
bi MlBBonn, the afliairs of Kansas were discussed, the force 
neoessaiy to control the election was divided into bands, 
and leaders selected ; means were collected, and signs and 
badges were agreed upon. While the great body of the 
actual settlers of the Territory were relying upon the 
rfi^tB secured to them by the organic law, and had formed 
no organization or combination whatever, this conspiracy 
against their rights was gathering strength in ftOssouri. and 
would have been sufficient at their fint election to nave 
empowered tbem, if th^ had been united to a man. 

Tour Committee had great difficulty in eliciting the 
proof of the details in regard to this secret society. One 
witneas, member of the legisIaUve council, refiised to 
answer questions In reference to it. Another declined to 
answer fioUy, because to do so would result to his injury. 
Others coidd or would only answer as to the general pur- 
poeei of the Society, but sufficient is disclosed in the 
uatlmony to show the influence it had in controlling the 
Sections in the Territory. 

The first election was for a Delegate to Congress. It was 

appointed for the 29tb of November, 1854. The (Governor 
nded the Territory into seventeen Election-Districts ; 
appointed Judges and prescribed proper rules for the 
election. In the Ist, Hid, VlUth, IXth, Xth, Xllth, 
XIIIUi, and XVIIth Districts there appears to have been 
but little If any flraudulent voting. 

The election in the Ild District was held at the village 
of Douglas, nearly fifty miles firom the Missouri line. On 
the day before the election, large companies of men 
came into the district in wagons and on horseback, and 
declared that they were trom the State of Missouri, and 
ware golnff to Douglas to vote. On the morning of the 
election, they gathered around the house where the elec- 
Cl<Ki was to be held. Two of the judges appointed by 
the Giovemor did not appear, and other Judgeft were 
etected by the crowd. All then voted. In order to 
make a pretense of right to vote, some persons of the 
eompany kept a pretended register of squatter claims, 
on which any one could enter nls name and then assert 
be had a claim in the Territory. A citizen of the district 
who was himself a candidate for Delegate to Congress, 
was told by one of the strangers, that he would be 
abused and probably killed if he challenged a vote. He 
was seized by the collar, called a d — d Abolitionist, and 
was oompeUed to seek protection in the room with the 
Judges. About the time the polls were closed, these 
atrangers mounted their horses and got into their wagons 
and eried out : 

** All aboard for Westport and Kansas City." A num- 
ber were recognized as residents of Missouri, and 
among them was Samuel U. Woodson, a leading lawyer 
of Ind^endence. Of those whose names are on the poll- 
books, 85 were resident settlers and 826 were not. 

The election in the IVth District was held at Dr. 



I Chapman's, over 40 miles from the Missouri State i!ne. 
It was a thinly-settled region, containing but 47 voters 
in February, 1855, when the census was talcen. On the 
day before the election, from lUO to 150 citizens of Case 
and Jackson Counties, Mo., came into this districti 
declaring their purpose to vote, and that they were 
bound to make Kansas a Slave State, if they did it at 
the point of the sword. Persons of the party on the way 
drove each a stake in the ground and called It a claim— 
and in one case several names were put on one stakes 
The party of strangers camped all night near where the 
election was to be held, and in the morning were at the 
election-polls and voted. One of their party got drunk, 
and, to get rid of Dr. Chapman, a judge of the election, 
ttiey sent for him to come and see a sick man, and in his 
absence filled his place with another judge, who was not 
sworn. They did not deny nor conceal that they were 
residents of Missouri, and many of them were recognized 
as such by others. They decliured that they were bound 
to make Kansas a Slave State. They insisted upon their 
right to vote in the Territory if they were in it one hour. 
After the election, they again returned to their homes in 
Missouri, camping over night on the way. 

We find upon the poll-books 161 names ; of these not 
over 80 resided in the Territory ; 181 were non-residents. 

But few settlers attended the election in the Vth Dis- 
trict, the district being large and the settlement scattered. 
83 votes were cast: of these between 20 and 80 were seV 
tiers, and the residue were citizens of Missouri. They 
passed into the Territory by way of the Santa Fe road and 
by the residence of Dr. WestfalL who then lived on the 
western line of Missouri. Some little excitement arose at 
the polls as to the legaUty of their voting, but they did 
vote for General W^hitfleld, and said they intended to 
make Kansas a Slave State, and that they had claims in 
the Territory. Judge Teazle, judge of the court in Jack- 
son County, Missouri, was present, but did not vote. He 
said he did not intend to vote, but came to see that others 
voted. After the electi<l^ the Missourians returned the 
way they came. 

The election in the Vlth District was held at Fort Scott, 
In the southeast part of the Territory, and near the Mis- 
souri line. A party of about one hundred men, from Cass 
and the counties in Missouri south of it, went into the 
Territory, traveling about 45 miles, most of them with 
their wagons and tents, and camping out. They appeared 
at the place of election. Some attempts were made to 
swear uem, but two of the judges were prevailed upon 
not to do so, and none were sworn, and as many as chose 
voted. There were but few resident voters at the polk. 
The settlement was sparse — about 25 actual settlers voted 
out of 105 votes cast, leaving 80 illegal votes. After the 
voting was over, the Missourians went to their wagons acd 
commenced leaving for home. 

The most shamoKss fhtud practiced upon the rights of 
the settlers at this election was in the Tilth District. It 
is a remote settlement, about 75 miles trom the Missouri 
line, and contained in February, a.d. 1855, three months 
afterward, when the census was taken, but 58 voters, and 
yet the poll-books show that 604 votes were cast. The 
election was held at the house of Frey McGee, at a place 
d^ed ** 110.** But few of the actual settiers were present 
at the polls. A witness who formerly resided in Jackson 
County, Missouri, and was well acquainted with the citi> 
sens of that county, says that he saw a great many wagons 
and tents at the place of election, and many individuals 
he knew from Jackson County. He was in their tents, and 
conversed with some of them, and they told him they had 
come with the intention of voting. He went to the polls 
intending to vote for Flenniken, and his ticket being of a 
different color from the rest, his vote was challenged by 
Frey McGee, who had been appointed one of the Judges, 
but did not serve. Lemuel Ralstone, a citizen of Missouri, 
was acting in his place. The witness then challenged the 
vote of a young man by the name of Nolan, whom he 
knew to reride in Jackson County. Finally, the thing was 
hushed up, as the witness had a good many friends there 
from that county, and it might lead to a fight if he chal- 
lenged any more votes. Both voted, and he then went 
down to their camp. He there saw many of his old ac- 
quaintances, whom he knew had voted at the election in 
August previous in Missouri, and who still resided in that 
State. By a careful comparison of the poll-lists with the 
census-rolls, we find but 12 names on the poll-book who 
were voters when the census was taken three montlis 
afterward, and we are satisfied that not more than 20 legal 
votes could have been polled at that election. The only 
residents who are known to have voted are named by tlie 
witness, and are 18 in number— thus leaving 584 illegal 
votes cast in a remote district, where the settlers within 
many miles were acquainted with each other. 

Tue total number of white Inhabitants in tiie Xlth 
District, In the month of February, a.d. 1S55, including 
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Ihiujonr Oommlttee find that in this, the first election 
ki Um Territory, a rery large majority of the rotes were 
•Mtby dticeiu of the State of Miuoori, in yiolation of the 
oifBiiio law of the Territory. Of the legal votes cast, 
Qen. Whitlldd receired a plurality. The settlers took 
kot ntfle Interest in the election, not one-half of them yot- 
Ib^ This may be accounted for, from the fact that the 
Mttiaments were scattered over a great extent^-that the 
tenn of th« Delegate to be elected was short— and that 
tiM VM>Uon of Free and Slave institutions was not gene* 
rallj regarded by them as distinctly at issue. Under 
ttk6M elreumstances, a systematic invasion from an 
MUoiniag State, by which large numbers of illegal votes 
were cast in remote and sparse settlements for the 
•vowed purpose of extending Slavery into the Territory, 
even though it did not change the result of the election, 
was a crime of great magnitude. Its immediate effect 
was to further excite the people of the Northern States — 
Induce acts of retaliation, and exasperate the actual set- 
tief* against their nelghborj in Missouri. 

Ill January and February, a.d. 186S. the Governor 
oaoMd an enumeration to be taken of the inhabitants and 
qoalUled TOters in the Territory, an abstract of iddch is 
hareglTen: 

Total population. 6601 

TMalvoters 2906 

Natives of the United States. T161 

Of fordgn birth 409 

Staves 242 

yt«e negroes 161 

On Uie same day the census was completed, the Oovemor 
hsued bis prodamatdon for an election to be held on the 80th 
at Maxdtj a.d. 1865, for members of ttie Leglsla^ve Aasem- 
kb^ of the Territory. It prescribed the boundaries of dis- 
mta, the places for polls, the names of Judges, ttie appoint- 
SBont of membeih, and reated the qualification of voters. If 
It luid been observed, a Just and fair election would have re- 
fleded llie will of the people of the Territory. Before the 
liedlon, false and inflammatory rumors were busily circula- 
ted aaong the people of Western MlssourL The number and 
charaoter of the emigration then passing into the Territory 
wsm grossly exaggerated and misrepresented. Throuj^the 
mel^tfm ezeraons of many of its leading dtizens, aided by 
Hm l e crct societies before referred to, the pasdons and 
prqiiidloes of the people of that State were greatly exdted. 
wveral residents there have testified to the diaracter of 
reports circulated among and credited by the people, 
efforts were successraL By an organised move- 
j irbidi extended from Andrew Ck>unty in the north 
to JupOT Oounty in the south, and as far eastward as 
Booae and Gole counties, companies of men were arranged 
InccKolar parties and sent intoeoerffOouncU district in 
tk4 TKniiory^ €Md into every representaUee dietrict 
but one. Ibe numbers were so distributed as to control 
the dedfam in each district. They went to vote, and with 
the avowed dedgn to make Kansas a Slave State. They 
won generally armed and equipped, carried with them 
their own providons and tents, and so marched into the 
Tttiitory. The detdls of this invadon from the mass of 
the testimony taken by your committee are so voluminous 
that «• can here state but the leading facts elidted. 

Ibt District— March 80, 1S55.— Lawrxhck. 

Tbe company of persons who marched into this Strict 
ooUected in Ray, Howard, Carroll, Boone, La Fayette, 
Randolph, Saline, and Oass counties, in the State of Mis- 
•oori. Thdr expenses were paid— those who could not 
eomeeontribating providons, wagons, etc Provisions were 
depodted for those who were expected to come to Lawrence, 
fai the house of William Ly kins, and were distributed among 
the Missourians after they arrived there. The evening 
before and the morning of the day of election, about 1000 
mea from tlie above counties arrived at Lawrence, and 
encamped in a ravine a short distance from town, near 
the plaice of voting. They came in wagons— of which there 
were over one hundred — and on horseback, under the 
eoounand of Cdonel Samuel Toung, of Boone County, Mis- 
iooif, and Cldbome F. Jackson, of MissourL They were 
armed wltti guns, rifles, pistols, and bowie-knives, and had 
teats, mnsi^ and flags with them. Iliey brought with 
ttem two pieces of artillery, loaded wiUi musket-balls. 
On their way to Lawrence, some of them met Mr. N. B. 
Btenton, who had been sppointed one of the Judges of 
eleetlon by Governor Reeder ; and, after lear^g firom 
him that he conddered it his duty to demand an oath firom 
tliem as to their place of reddence, first attempted to 
bTB>e, and then threatened him with hanging, in order to 
ladnoe him to dispense with that oatii. In consequence 
of these threats, he did not appear at the polls the next 
morning to act as Judge. 

The evening before the election, while in camp, the 
Missourians were called together at the tent of Captain 
ChdbenM ff. Jackson, and speeches were made to them 



by Colond Toung and others, calUng for volunteers to go 
to other districts where there were not Missourians enough 
to control the election, as there were more at Lawrence 
than were needed there. Many volunteered to go, and 
the morning of the dection several companies, from 180 to 
200 men each, went off to Tecumseh, Hickory Point, 
Bloomington, and other places. On the morning of the 
election, the Missourians came over to the place of voting 
from their camp, in bodies of one hundred at a time. Mr. 
Blanton not appearing, another Judge was appdnted in 
his place — Colonel Toung claiming that, as the people of 
the Territory had two Judges, it was nothing more than 
right that the Missouriims should have the other one, to 
look after their interests ; and Robert E. Cummins was 
dected in Blanton^s stea!d, because he conddered that 
every man had a right to vote if he had been in the Terri- 
tory but an hour. The Missourians brought thehr tickets 
with them; but, not having enough, they had three hun- 
dred more printed in Lawrence on the evening before and 
the day of election. They had white ribbons in thehr but- 
ton-holes to HUtin gninh themsdvcs from the settlers. 

When the voting commenced, the question of the legality 
of the vote of a Mr. Page was raised. Before it was de- 
dded, Cotonel Samud Toung stepped up to the window 
where the votes were recdved, and said he would settle 
the matter. The vote of Mr. Page was withdrawn, and 
Colond Toung offered to vote. He refused to take the 
oath prescribed by the Governor, but swore he was a resl- 
dent of the Territory, upon which his vote was recdved. 
He told Mr. AbbottTpne of tho Judges, when asked if he 
intended to make Kansas his Aiture home, that it was 
none of his budness ; that if he were a reddent then he 
should ask no more. After his vote was received. Colonel 
Toung got up in the whidow-sill and announced to the 
crowd that he had been permitted to vote, and they could 
ail come up and vote. He told the Judges that there was 
no use &i swearing the others, as they would all swear as 
he had done. After tiie other Judges concluded to recdve 
Colonel Toung*s vote, Mr. Abbott resigned as Judge of 
election, and Mr. Be^Jiunin was elected in his place. 

The polls were so much crowded until late in the evening, 
that, for a time, when the men had voted, they were obliged 
to get out by being hoisted up on the roof of the building 
where the dection was being held, and pass out over the 
house. Afterward, a passage-way through the crowd was 
made, by two lines of men being formed, through which 
the voters could get up to the polls. Colonel Toung asked 
that the old men be allowed to go up first and vote, as 
they were tired with the traveling, and wanted to get back 
to camp. 

The Missourians sometimes came i^ to the polls in pro- 
cesdon, two by two, and voted. 

During the day, the Missourians drove off the ground 
some of the dtisens, Mr. Stevens, Mr. Bond, and Mr. WilHs. 
They threatened to shoot Mr. Bond, and a crowd rushed 
after him, threatening him ; and, as he ran from them, 
some shots were fljred at him as he Jumped off the bank of 
the river and made his escape. The dtisens of the town 
went over in a bod^, late in the afternoon, when the polls 
had become comparatively clear, and voted. . . . 

The whole number of names i^pearlng upon the poll- 
lists is 1,084. After full examination, we are satisfied 
that not over 282 of these were legal voters, and 802 
were non-resident and illegal voters. This District is 
strongly in favor of making Kansas a Free State, and 
there is no doubt tiiat the Free-State candidates for the 
legislature would have been dected by large minorities, 
if none but the actual setUers had voted. At the precede 
ing election in November, 1864, where none but legal 
voters were polled. General Whitfield, who received the 
full strength of the Pro-Slavery party, got but 46 votes. 

IID DiSTBIOT— BLOOMINOTOir. 

On the morning of election, the Judges appointed by 
the Governor appeared and opened the polls. Thdr 
names were Harrison Burson, Nathaniel Ramsay, and 
Mr. Ellison. The Missourians began to come in early in 
the morning, some 600 or 600 of them, in wagons and car- 
riages, and on horseback, under the lead of Samud J. 
Jones, then Postmaster of Westport, Missouri, Claiborne 
F. Jackson, and Mr. Steely, of Independence, Missouri. 
They were armed with double-barreled £;uns, rifles, 
bowie-knives, and pistols, and had flags hoisted. 1%ey 
held a sort of informal election, off at one side, at first 
for Governor of Kansas, and shortly afterward announced 
Thomas Johnson, of Shawnee Bfisdon, elected Governor. 
The polls had been opened but a short time, when Mr. 
Jones marched with the crowd up to the window, and 
demanded that they should be allowed to vote without 
swearing as to their residence. After some noisy and 
threatening tdk, Claiborne F. Jackson addressed the 
crowd, saymg they had come there to vote, that they had 
a right to vote if they had been there but five minatesi 
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ftDd be nas not willing to fo home without Totlng ; this 
%H* received with cheen. Jackson then called apon 
(heui to rem into little bands of fifteen or twenty, which 
they d d, and went to an ox-wagon filled with guns, 
which were ditttributed among them, and pi'oceedtrd to 
load Home of them on the ground. In pursuance of 
Jackson'tf request, they tied white tape or ribbons n 
iheir buttonholes, so as to dLitinguisii them from the 
*' AboUtion.sts." Tliey again demanded that the Judges 
should res'gn, and upon their lefuslng to do so, smasihed 
In Uie Window, sash and all, and presented their pistols 
and guns to them, threatening to shoot tliem. boiue one 
ou the outside c.ied out to them not toslioot, as there 
were Pro Slavery men in the rootu w.th the judges. 
They then put a pry under the corner of the house, which 
was a log house, and lifted it up a few inches anU let it 
fkU again, but dtxisted upon being told there were Fi >- 
Blavery men in the boose. Daring this Ume, the crowd 
repeatedly demanded to be allowed to vote without being 
sworn, and Mr. Ellison, one of the judges, exiHressed him- 
self willing, but tlie other two Judges refused ; thereupon 
a body of men, headed by " tSheriff Jones,** mshed into 
the judges' room with cocked pistols and drawn bowie- 
knives in their hands, and approached Burson and Raffi- 
sh. Jones pulled out his watch, and sidd he would give 
them five minutes to resign in, or die. When the five 
minutes had expired and the jadgoe did not resign, Jones 
•aid he would g^ve them another minute, and no more. 
Ellison told tiia associates that if they did not resign, tiiere 
would be one hundred shots fired in the room in kss than 
fifteen minutes ; and then, snatching up the ballot-box, 
ran out into the crowd, holding up the ballot-box and 
bturahing for BUssouri. About that time Burson, and 
Kamsay were called out by thdr fHends, andnot suffered 
to return. As Mr. Burson went out, he put the ballot 
poll-books in hia pocket, and to(^ them with him*; and as 
he was going out, Jones snatdMd some papers away Drom 
him, and shortly afterward came out himsdf holding 
ttem up, cryhig " Huri-aii for alia^ori !" After he discov- 
ered they were not the poll-books, he took a party of men 
with him and started off to take the'poU-books from Bur- 
son. Mr. Burson saw them coming, and he gave the 
books to Mr. Umberger, and told him to start off in 
another direction, so as to mislead Jones and his party. 
Jones and his party cau^ Mr. Umberger, took the poll- 
books away froui him and Jones took h.m up behind him 
on a horse, and earned him t>ack a prisoner. After Jones 
and his party had taken Umberger back, they went to the 
house of Mr. Kamsay and took Jud^e John A. Wakefield 
prisoner, and carried him to the place of election, and 
made him get up on a wagon and make them a speech ; 
after which they put a white ribbon in his button-hole 
and let him goi They then chose two new judges, and 
proceeded with the election. 

They also threatened to kill the judges if they did not 
receive their votes without swearing them, or else resign. 
They sidd no man should vote who would submit to be 
iwom — that they would kill any one that would offer to 
do so — " shoot him," " cut h'.s guts out," etc. They said 
DO man should vote tills day unless he voted an open 
ticket, and was *' all rigtit on the goose,*' and that if they 
could not vote by fair means, they would by foul means. 
They said they had as much right to vote, if they bad 
been in the Territory two minutes, as if they had been 
there for two years, and they would vote. Some of the 
citisens who were about tlte window, but bad not voted 
when the crowd of Missou.-iaiis marctied up there, upon 
attempting to vote, were driven back l>y tike mob, or 
driven otL One of tiiem^ .Mr. J. .\I. Macey, was asked if 
he would take the oath, and upon his replying that he 
would If the judges required it, he was dragged through 
(he crowd away from tne polls, amid ciies of ** Kill the 
d-^ nigger-thief," ** Uut his tiu-oat,'* '* Tciir his heart 
out," etc. After they had got liim to the outside of the 
crowd, they stood around him with cocked revolvers and 
drawn bowie-knives, one man putting a knife to his 
heart so that it touciied him, anotlier holding a cocked 
pistol to his ear, while another struck at him with a club. 
The Miflsourians said they had a right to vote If they liad 
been In the Territory but five minutea. Some said they 
had been hired to conte there and vote, and get a dollar 
a day, and, by G— d, they would vote or die there. 

They said the 80th day of March was an important day, 
as Kansas would be made a Slave State on that day. 
They began to leave In the direction of Missouri In the 
afternoon, after they had voted, leaving some thirty or 
forty around the house wheie the election was held, to 
guard the polls until after the election was over. The 
cltiaeos of the Territory were not around, except those 
who took part in the mob, and a large portion of them 
did not vote: 841 votes wee polleti there that day, 
of which but some thirty were citisens. A protest 
•gainst the election was made te.tbe Oorernor. The 



ratams of the election made to the Oomemor vera iNl 
bj the Committee of llections of the Leglfllatnre at FMN 
nee. The duplicate returns left In the ballot-box vert 
taken bv F. £. Laley, one of the judges dectad by the 
Missounans, and were either lost or destroyed in Irii 
house, so that your Committee have been nnabte to 
Institute a comparison between the poll-lists and oumm 
returns of this district. The testimony, however. Is nni' 
form, that not even thirty of those who voted there that 
day were entitled to vote. leaving 811 illegal votes. We 
are satisfied from the testimony &at, had the actual set* 
tiers alone voted, the Free-State candidates would have 
been elected by a handsome mi^rity. 

IIId DisTaiCT— Tccums h. 

For some days prior to the election, companies of men 
were organised In Jackson, Cass, and Clay counties. Mo., 
for the purpose of coming to the Territory and voting fai 
this Vth distr.ct. The day previous to tlie dectlon, some 
400 or 600 Missourians, armed with guns, pistols, and 
knives, came hkto the Territory and camped, some at 
Bull Creek, and others at Potawatamle Creek, Thslr 
camps were about sixteen miles apait. On the oreniag 
before the election. Judge Hamilton of the Cass Cotrnty 
Court, Mo., came from the Potawatamle eek camp to 
Bull Creek for rixty more Missourians, as they nad 
not enough there to render the election certidn, and 
about that number went down there with him. te the 
evening before the election. Dr. & 0. WestfitU was dect* 
ed to act as one of tiie Judges of £leotion in the BuB 
Creek precUict, in place of one of the judges appointed 
by the QoTcmor, who. It was said, woald not be there the 
next day. Dr. WestfitU was at tliat time a oitlaen of 
Jackson County, Mo. On the morning of the riectloB, 
the polls for Bull Creek precinct were opened, and, whh* 
out swearing the judges, they proceeded to receive the 
votes of aU who offer^ to vot& For the sake of •miear' 
ance, they would get some one to come to the wndew 
and offer to vote, and when asked to be sworn he woald 
pretend to grow angry at the Judges and would go away, 
and \^ name would be put down as having dffered to 
vote, hut **r^ected, refusing to be eworn.** This 
arrangement was mMe previoosly and perfectly nnder* 
stood by the Judgee. But few of the roddenta of the 
<U8trict were present at the election, and only thbteen 
voted. The number of votes cast in the precinct wm SM 

One mwourian yoted for himself and Uieo voted tor 
his little son. but 10 or 11 years old. CoL Cofflsr, Henry 
Younger and Mr. I^klns, who were voted fbr and electa 
ed to the Legislature, were residents of Missouri at the 
time. CoL Coffor subsequently married in the Terrileiy. 
After the polls were closed, the returns were made^ and 
a man, claiming to be a magistrate, certified oa them 
that he had sworn the Judges of election before 
the polls. In tiie Potawatamle product, Uie . 
attended the election, and after threatening Mr. 
nut, the only judge present appc4nted by the Oevemor, 
to Induce him to resign, they proceeded to doet two 
other judges— one a MUsourian and the other a rcridsnl 
of another precinct of that dbtrict. The polU were then 
opened, and all the Missourians were allowed to rote 
without being sworn. 

After the polb were closed, and the retoma made oat 
for the signature of the Judges, Mr. Chesnot t eft iee d to 
sign them, as he did not consider them oorreot ffetorm 
of legal voters. 

CoL Coffer, a resident of Bflssoari, hot eleoted to the 
Kansas Legislature trxxa that Strict at that el ee ti ep, sb> 
deavored with ottte/s to Induce Mr. Chesnot hy tlveali 
to sign the returns, whldt he refused to do, and left the 
house. On his way home, he was fired at bgr eoine Mli- 
sourians, though not Injured. There were three iUegel 
to one legal vote given there that day. At the Big Lejrer 
precinct, the judges appointed by the Qorwnat met 
at the time appointed, and proceeded to open the pdls, 
after being duly swo. n. After a few votes had hr^n n> 
celved, a party of Msssourians came into the yard of 
the house where the election was held, and, onUMuHng a 
wagon filled with arms, stadced their guns in the yard, 
and came up to the window and demanded to be mdmSSr 
ted to vote. Two of the judges dedded to recdve th^ 
votes, whereupon the third Judge, Mr. J. U. Arthor, re- 
signed, and another was chosen In his place: OoL 
Youni^ a dtlaen of Missouri, but a candidate Hmt, and 
elected to, the Territorial Le^latlve Coondl, was pre- 
sent and voted In the prednct. lie claimed thai all 
Missourians who were present on the day of deetloo 
were entitled to vote. But thirty or fbrty of the ekinns 
of the prednct were present, and many of them did not 
vote. At the Little Sugar prednct, the dectlon soemed 
to have been conducted fair^, and there a Ft-ee Bin e 
mnjority was polled. From the testimony, the whele 
district appears to have been largdy Free-State, an^ 
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Mr. Heiia. Od the def ot electloD, e crowd o( froa dOt 
In .vn men collected mroiind the polli, of wUah the wnat 
bodf were oltluu of MiMmirL One of the iDdp* of 

meDced'crowdlM enmoi Hi* polli, and that then the 
reeldeota left. ^re«< were made before mod during the 
election da* that there ihonld be do Free^State can- 
dlilata, allhouxfa there wer* tuarlr or iinlte ai. aanj 

Moat of ibe crowd were drinUni and onniilut, coiitni 
the AbolillonliU and thrMtmLv the a^tiia ttitt 
Judge of eleolhui. A BUdorllr (^thoaa wba TM*d *0» 



tl the moit prominent clliiene or St. Joeeph, Mo. B^l 
aaaoriheJu^eeDf eleetloo, appointed bj the aoTcmor, 

npplr th* TuaoCha. 

The UbaoBilui) tald Iber time there to rats for, and 

SlahardMH, aleetad to the Coondl, had a farm In 
Hlnmr), wliere hia wife and daughter lived nlih hl> >i>n- 

iD-tan, WillardP. ^ILhehlr--" 

'- ■"--inrl aterr Sato-' 

rltorr, upon wl 

I7 remained du 



IhattharhBdarlt; 

itu were preieiU on the grotuid oi 
Ae rre»4tal* men nnerilly 
thote who did Tole, TOteiT generalli 
head, Pra.ai»Terr, fBr Conoeil, ag 



iTsall majorltr, • 



conntlei. Uluourl. ume lota lhl> oreidnct, with tenl; 
PDualc, wagona^ and proTiilou, aod armed with gnn 
rides, piitolB, and bawle-koiTBi, and encamped aboi 
tire iiilleifremtbepiHe of ToUng Thejiaid the; cam 
ta TOIe, to milce Kaniaa a SlaTe Btate, and Inteoded I 
relirnts MlBimri after thaT had nted. 



imlse. In regard ts UU >l|ht ot rati 

Dod to eicKM the Hiaeoarlani tOrTA 

arK utMled that be did not TOto. 1 

I all to TOto, and be hoped n 

ita were, much dkHli 



uioclato. who at dnt were dlipoeed to waire it, coln- 
3ided with him, and the Totera all teak U after aoma 
^omblLog, One Bald he cut him tome polea and laid them 

knother Bald that tie had cut Uma ftw itlcto or wood, 
indlhst made hJm a claim. The Free^tate men did aal 

10 the Pro-aiavBryielllere, and lome claimed thai Uiejr 
liad the m^orltr. The/ were deterred b; throau 
throughout b; the Hluouilau, before and on the day of 
election, from putting op oandldaleL and no candldataa 
were ma, for ihia reaaon— that. there wai a oredltMl 
rumor pravhiiulir that the Waiourlani would control 
ileclion. The Free-ittale judge wae threatened with 



^.Toll^Hd the 

.rt, voted, lour 
igal Toten at Ml 



THB KAHSAS-NEBSASEA ffTBHaaLB. 



HDlMtoaaiiHanr ta tU TtnUanr ud nt«, ud tb« 
■■r btftin, uUI oa 0» dar at alanloii, lane bodln r>r 
ltlMour\va Inm nitlc, CUr, Rn, DbuitoD, OutoI. 
3lnMD, ud SallH oonBtlB, Mlwiiul, suds Tnlo Uili 



lad badgH oT bemp In 
kiMnt Uwlr psnoni; 
Ob Ui« moTnlDc tl U 



rK»«wt*]udis(Ki 



_ , _is«lorMlgo,bjio»tong tlitMtJorpirjoiial 

Tioivice to theiD, one of whom ml^aedon IhA moral Dg 
«f BleeUon, and Uw vrawd choH aflDUier to fll^ hit plxfc 
But (Hi« of Ibc Judfei, Uie Frec^taie judge, voaldtske 
tb* oath priKrilKd b; the Ooreraor, the other mo 
deciding Uiat IhcT huF do right to iwcKt aDTanii who 

iBdlaoi, lODie Su Wjiudoi ludlani being (Uond to 



and, BWO^lDg to a nr; Micfull; prcpinul llit ol Tolersl 
•rqiaKd for ihi Pro-BlanrT eapdJdaiei and alher Pra- 

rotcioutiraillU. ' 
rottd. Tom GoBiDii 

uiiDK E14 Illegal TO 



XVmn DoraiiTV, 
Pnrloai Id Um iIuUod, Oen. DitM K. AtetaliOB at 

■ D>) puling through WeitoD, UIhouH, not a«er luu 

I he Territory. HtmnalDid allalihtit tbehoateoF 

aadibenHhiUtcdhlaanni,otwhTiiiihe bad an aband- 
■nee. Heproceedad Is the N<maha(XTUIUi) dlilrtcl. 
On biB way, b« aod Ml partir attended a SamlnaaogOoD- 

ta be Dominated a Kt at caadldUei in oppoallton to H>( 

in the Terrltorr- 

Xmilta DIMricl. taking Ibe oalh tbat they were reeldenla 



Tlie n^lowlng t&THd embody the rBinll of thi 
Ion of jour Commltlce in regard to thia eU 
omn of the dIdtrJcli, It waa Impoulble to ui 

hTxmhrXTlh, and" xWili DUlhi™. lo 1 
be number ot legal and Illegal Totei cait Ig at 
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■rUw eleOlaB, ai eendnetwl. the Pro^arerj i 



A POLITICAI. TEXl-BOOK 70B ISflO. 

10 bt th* tnc lEKHt iBd, rouOiwaliiMhnMtHlokcaiMrMTBrtaQlila 



«I11J, lh«t to •tcare l( U IKe KDpll -*•' ' 



ir "— -*•— T kiT* attend tba jadi- 

■ iTai u (TldCIH* !■ 

a or *ll who CUM 
U la Harck, ISH, 



or ihc eiHiun. thni Uwlf nvn bihuir, (bo t 

. „ JJiTcrr inipMHTbr lb> , Bp th« MiiHarl Uth 

MuKurt ComjiroailK. Aud ;ct tlUi nikt, » anfUUr ' abetter Iter leuil or sol, abu viiusi lui:/ i^HBa ■_• 
■snrcil, vu itau I17 brce ud fk'ind DTcnhroim I7 s ; ilM Territnr ■• oU or dM] wd tka iho rqmor* wUeb 
poniOB <t ite pcopu oroD wyolidBieuia. ' wtndmUicd aoioiigibg 111 mill nf Mh«iim1 priTlmn rn 
Tlw MciUat di^rcDct bct*c«n Ihli Rfpsblls ud other ' Ite dcelloB. Vte |ut bodw or Urn totlnoBr tak« tt 
Bt^»Ua DO ibli CoBilant, li not to tte pioililau of ibi Ibmu« of tte (liiint oAfirt* ta of thio ehuaotw. 
tomiiiaUaqi lod Usi, hot U«t b«* chaafa la ite ad- Wtan Uh dadaralkni e( pulk* pairial «p tkt rtt«r 
BiBkiuaHoD of thaaelavaliatabamaiadapoaotMljaiid varepfli:red Id «tUcd«, joar CoBmiltae nnlved thea 
Vluir tbroagh Uh ballottex. TMi iaiaiioB k Ite liU npoo ItedlillBet naUsiut ""'"- "-" "■ "-'-' 

vUeh u orgaalacd loru (com dim Slata hai deetcd ■ proof iliovn id bira ten « 
Wlilaton (or aaotter 8uu or TcrHtorj, and u luch Jt Thh pn»( ■•■ am mule, u 



Tuur ComisiKa ars of tti 



powtr f.,r iMl puriMM. Itej eoold odIj 

OB*uig aiiUitntla Inhmialloa of Um tacu 1 but when rc- 
ctiTaf, wneiber balOre or aftar Ite ecrtiflcaia of elecllon 
wcm craDted, thli powtr ibonld Itara Ikcd eurclied to 
U*r>Lbi txleut. It U DM to te tolmtad Ihat a Itfiila- 

in I»al nDMD» ai ■ leciiiailira bodj ba dwermloal by 
■T^ ** "'." "°'^'' *" ■'1°*«W 0» crimlDal la Judge at 



iDTailoa st Kutb, IBK, an 

, £d Saeidj at Boatan mi 
Lhen ImpanlDg lata the TcTTHorTUrgiBuiiibeTa ot wt»t 
Derdr fi>r the purpoae of eontrDiUiif tiie dectloni. Hiat 



usple Inclnded [a ihe 



Ite lb* Tnrftorr. add* lo wott, 

10 dolsB to saka It > hwa fltaMb 

Bf IbaTermerT parpoialj pod- 

■nawtUi enilcratlan to 



lHipnnldad,lhal'*thepmoimiaTlnftliehlihe«IBOin- loulo Ihe KaUeruSutea,ot thadaroT dwUaii,»i. ._ 

ter or k(a] lotei la eub of laU Cuoaeil'dlHrlGU fbr tefajeaoiUxioltepespleaf lllw>ar)>iidIbBT*rrtlo>r. 

■nbcnoflbeCoaiKll.iliaUbediBlBiwll^iliaQaRnior Tliat tbae chargei vera lodoalrloBily olronlated ; that 

10 be du] J elected to ihc CuukII, and tlie iicrMHu hairing gmeity eiagKecaicd itateoiaBU vera mad* In regard la 

Iba hlghvflLmiiiiter of legal roleafor IbeUouic ofRepro- rh«m ^ t>»i ihe aewtpaper preaa and leading maa ta 

leDtaUTca, iball te de<:Ured bj tlx GoTeraor duly publicrneerliiKtiD Wetlera Mlmul,alded In onasaiabr 

alwiilea memben of laid Uniue" Tbe urodamailon of » Cliaplam of tlie Dniled Statea Arao, i»Ta eatnn^ 

Ite CnTtrnor nqulnd a TerlBed DPllEO ot a coBleit irttaa *Pd credit u them, and thai eidlod tha peopta, awl 




OntlieSlttadaror Jalr,1KM,oert«la paraooa'Dl 

'^~ " "hBaeltiLOODCIiided artlslia at Agreeiujit 

.»v-» ■» ^j — ■»«■ — ' -,_fbr aaKinlgrtiit AldBoda^, Inapordoa 

word* -bj lawful ihli naiociatlon waa dteUrad M_te ' 
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_.. . _ jitiruU 

» «:.u>, .u Dn Wed." Under theaa aitlelea of aiaada- 

ilon, each i locUwlder waa indlTMiialljP Uabla. T« «TiiU 
ihli djBculi;. an appllcalioa wa> lUda to tha Oeaeral 

wych wai graoted. Do the Slet aij of Tebnurr, UHL 
an act Wat peued to Incorporate the New feg*»mi 
BmLgrani Aid Company, The porpoaca of Ibla act wtra 



Inguidproi^lniae 
iriog at their pled 



If demnaUoa." _Tha 

Toor Commltlee have *rt*"^'^ ,, . ^^ 

been dcme by It. Tbe pn^o att^uoo ai that 



n«IUl 




if U11II7 great ai In Uieie, ipel,ae the Gnvcmor bad so accooipauj tbem. Theli baggage iraa cliedced, and all 
iufonnsUon In regard to theni, ha luued cenlflcatei ac- trouble and danger o< hw to tte endgrant la Uifa *w 
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tnM the I th« lenUorj, m ■ mmu to contnl Ihe eltcUon BBd m 



WB nAirred In. Tbc aoupur dU not pu inf partlon ar The nal pnipcm It treim) wul lllaBn.ial bj the teM- 
m*_Un, oottanMi my pmbml or r«l pnpnty to the Inciir ud oooduct of OoloselJolui BcWl, dT Bl. JoMfji'i, 
* "»""t . nMoiiiDpiinT,diiriii(18tlB,HiitbM(taeTeRl-|ia»uri, vlio mcUd u tba >ttoiin;(or tilt (luliig dcle- 
t«7 lt«iD ei^ to ten MS-mUk, pontiued one hstgl In : nte behm jour OanmiUtet. Tba IIiIIoiiIiik tre eitracti 
r-^. «.. _u..u iiuj lubMquBBHj «old, boUl am hotti frem fab depoilUaa : 

nto Ctaem by to»n UBOcUllon In tht. Ktat,™lJ^n*''ihSli'!SlSSS£ltf^ 6lSS U^;i^"'».S! 
I or waiB ■ rMldem of KanM* T mt I Hm ' j , On t^e dHy pri-iiDiu is 
imU I i^>u elKihiD, I HtUod up oar board ftt my bovdintt-bouK, In 



Umw u 

tontotaw 

TciritMv. 

dHolptlai 



BUiloiB.°ra«utJ»niount (SMaledby Ih^^in^l™' l»iriUn| i7Mri&.*Urjuit iiM?wbiiu bouw SJ'tmlbi 



•Dd contrilHibHl 




•UW,OMt 

TlUJP pOrpOKI, I 
won iHrhiL (Dd i. 
weiieBMa 1b till I. . . . 

n* onljr pcnono or i 
TnillaiT under Ihaaiui 
In IBSS, prior - ' ' 

Iq thb pftdft there irore AT womei 
eune u iictiul aculen, Intending u 
the ThtIuut, nod (or no oliier purpoM. The; hnd il 
their penoni but little biggnge ; luudlr luffldsDC cl 

bntLiuk u doUiiog, 

•ad boleo; ukd for raavcDiEnceln'selecUng, 

niMi !■ tnUUUoRIng, wu marked "Kanue psny bsg- 

mWi can & BUtcr, SL Lauli." Ocaenill]', ttit wu eon- 

■SM ■■ fright, In Che luiul wiy.to "■ ' - — 

■UsB iwniliul. Thil party had. In gi 
■UovuBoe of on* bundred pouodi to 
lujp oBwidi} atbaggive on which the 
p*a At uul eitn freWgi. Xuh pu 
Hid U or Ibdr OHB eipenui ; and tCe 
doilnd ftoa the 8a< ' ' 

lb* Ttarrilorr, WM 
prleoof ihebre, tb 

puir iMtead ef (Isf-, ^ j 

trunrUnathfli'Irelitatlliroii^ T^olu^ieDli. Sob 
QDenOr, iBEny endgnalt, behig dtfacr dlivpointed vl 
■U osiiBtrj or lu poUtlul ooodHloB, or duetreC' - ' 
Mat w e ntt nide by the Mnp*pen mod by (he u 

UU8oelaV,beoiim*dfaullileI,udretuTaed,bo£- 

udiflerth* election, to tfaeir old hoDU. itortoTlheB 
u« DOW HUlen fai the TenUory. Some tnr TOtod it Itw 
deeUOB In I«vteDoe, but the nunber «m Dnna' The 
oamM or Iheie eraJftniM hare been ueeitalBed, ■ ~ 

>— of thea were found upon the polUwoki, T 

compaaj «t ptusflil (ndgnnlt, uoviug with their hon 
wtd Mode, w« diNorted Into u Inndlng herde of pnni 

la MBtnl the domiMlo ImlUoUoiK of the Terrlloir, mi 

am oreitan (hae et n ntli^beflBg p '■' —-•- 

In reianl to the eeeond ehv^e : nc 



or Induced ts co 



I proof thit 



In HMVh, UK, Ii oUnuted I 

~~ ind cblldr a a. Tui^ woo on 

r „-^ Blnr, In the ordlnuy coniie 

, Mnay returned for eamei ■LnUiu to thoie 
; hid the body of them ixe Aas reddenti. 

IM O^eleMioil, were huh wha"l^°°rDie ^^B^e 
nadMt In the Zlh DIttilet, ud u Pawnee, In the IXth 

■HBerpwt of 1^ rnort. 

Tb* thkd ohtnn b entirely tmnndlrii The orgudc 
Inw iHiAe* ifaa Gorenior to cuue ua enomBiation of tlie 
In h n hH e ntt and legal toten to be made ; and that he tp- 
poftlM the meabenef the CaincU and Boom, aoodidlDg 
m tUi csomeralloe. For reueoa itatad by penoni en- 
rwtd In taUBi tta« cenna, It wai not eonmlcted ontU the 
eulrpaRoriIaRh,I8U. At that Ume, A' <lv of hotd- 
«f the elecNon had not been, and could not hm been, 
oamed by tho Ooieraor. So eoon ai naoUcable after the 
ritami were broufht In, he toned Oa piocluiatlan for 
aa eleotlon, and named the eaiHeit day, ranililf nl wllb 
^>Botto(,*(theday oreleoUon. The day oa wMch the 
ilM il aB wu to be held wai a matter of emjeclure all 
•nr the eau9ti7; but It wu generally known that It woDid 
halnfte^latterpartorMareli. Thepreclie day wa. not 

inl AM Bodtlr In 
(liioe an armed {nrauon Into 



ly prominent 
viHa agreed 

xABd inx lyfkirHlfifc^lMi nrWdup (n Ot 
i* korflnrfW'lKieVaiir MeKltd nwnaf M Ike n. rfurv (• 

. . _. ttie"Law and Order" wty. The other 

par^, at Drat lurpriaed and eontOunded, wae greatly Irri- 
tated, and HDH resolred to preTent the nKceat of the fai- 
raalou. In »me dlitrlcta, aa before itated, prvteeta were 

Ihreati', In othen, 1^ the want of Hme,«nly (bur dv> 
bein* allowed by the pndamation fbr tfak purpcee : and 
iBOIben, tv the belief that a Be* aleotlon would bring a 







of the 


ubllc mind n 




Inueaudby 




vioti 


nee In y 


eitem Hl» 


oil wher 


.In AnrU.; 








dertniyed by 


a mob. 










t the 




ima, Mdcobs 


Clark u 


eaultedCole 












Uc^ea In all 


ndael&ef 

Bay.miBai 






Oni 


e nth day of 


nPtaniipa, 


a lawyer at 






wai flnt BotUed to 


leaTeian 


npoo hi. re- 



_,__ fcrdbiy adaed, taken a( 

d leTeral mlM Into Wmnrl, and then tured and 
..jthered, and one aide of hla head ahaved, and other 
iroat lodlgDltlea put npoo Ui peTvon. 
n — ■- — fgf tuaoubage, apublle meeting waa held, at 

InUont were nnanlnoialy paned, looking to 

onlawttal Tlolenoe, and gTomly Intolerant In Ih^r charao- 

ler. Tbe right of free apeeeh upna Um inhlect of Slavery 

waa eharacteriied ai a dlitarbanee of the peace and quiet 

of the community, and u " drculatlng Incen^ry lenll- 

'Dta." They flay ^^to the peculiar frlendi of nortbem 

latlci," ^' Go home and do your treaaon where you may 

d ijmpathy," Among other rcaolvea la the following : 

' Hwhal, ThatthelnfllhutlanafGlavflry la honwa and re- 



A Comndttee of TMIance of M men wu appointed **)• 
obiVT> aul I'eport all ■■■oh ptnoai at tfiall • . . br 



lOi 
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the expresdios of aboBttoa •entluMBU, produce dbtanb- 
kOM to the qnlfft of the rtrtiniM, or danger to tbdr domet- 
lie rifUUoiu ; itnd all mdi penoot so offendiof diall be 
Dodfled, end nude to leave the TAritory.*' 

Tlie meeting waa**at4j avJ eloquentlj addreaed by 
Jndge Leoompte, Oolond i yarr' '■* Western Miaoiui, 
and othert." Thos the hea^ the jacaeuaj fai the Terri- 
tory not only atrirted at a poOlie and bittei^ partisan 
meetlngfWbase Arect tendency was to inodnoe Tlolenoe and 
disorder, botf before any law Is passed In the Tenitwy, be 
pr^ndges the lAaracter of the doaestfc instifeations vriudi 
the people of the Territonr were, by their OTganic law, " left 
perfectfr free to form and regolate In thdr own way." 

On tids committee were several of those who held certl- 
flcatcs of election as memben of the le^slatare ; Mme of 
the otheis were then and sdll are r«ddt:nu of Miaoarl; 
and many of the committee bare dnce been appointed to 
the leading offices In the Territory, one of wMch is the 
sheriflUty of the county. Their first act was tliat of mob- 
bing PIdUlpa. 

Sobsequent^. on tlie 89lh of May, a.jk 155S, a pdbBc 
meeting was held, at widch R. R. Re«s, a member elect of 
the council, presided. The fbUoving lesolntions, offered 
by Jodge Pa^ie, a mem hft r elect of the hoose, were nnani- 
moos^ adopted: 

"Jtasofeed, ThatweheaitQytiidorwiheaciloaofthecQmmit- 
tae of dozens ihat ahared, tarred and featberad, rode on a 
rail, aal bad soU, by a negro, Williaai >* t» »iip» tbe uiural 
peijarer. 

" Rmoifl, That we recnm oar thmnks to th* romsainee tnr 
bfcbfUUy performing ibe bnrt eqJobkPd apon ihem by Oie lYo- 
tkUvery pkny. 

" Mtmtieed. That the committwf be now diMbarg'^ 

"RmolreiL That we Mfrerely eoodims 'Jioie l*ro->Ur*'rT 
men who. from mercenary moaTea. are ea2£n« upon tb^ Pro- 
Slarery party to sabmli wUKHit farther ae(k». 

**Jtootooi. That la order to mecm peace and birn>nn«-to 
the eommuntay. we now aoleaBnlj di^lare :aax ihe Pru- 
Slarery party wIU aund flmly by aad urry out Hk r^-^n.i- 
lioos reported by the nnmmimre appoiozed lor L^at p jrpcwe -cb 
Ue memorable atJi.'* 

Hie act of moral pojiwy bere referred to Is the swear- 
ing by FUlBps to a tmt hfkil p rxwett in regard to the elee- 
tioa of Siarch 8D, in the XVIth Dbtrirt. 

The members receiving theh- ccrtificatec of the Goremsr 
as members of the General Assembii- of the Territory, met 
at Pawnee, the place Hipoinied by the tiovemor, on the 
U of Joly. A.i>. 1^& Thdr procec^Ungs ar« suued in 
three primed books, herewith submitted, entkkd r«^»ec- 
dvely. '■The Statutes of the Terrifcxy of Kai»as.** **'nie 
Joomal of the CooncD of the Territory of Kaivas." and 
" The Journal of the House of Kepr«ieni*iives of the Ter- 
ritory of Kanuiw" 

Tour Commlnee do not regard their omctments as vaBd 
laws. A lesklasare thm imposed upon a pe<yple cannot 
affect theh- poUikal rigfata. such an attempt to do m. If 
sneeeasfoL b virtual^ an owenhrow of the orgaide law, 
and redaces the people of the Teniiocy to the '■«~«»«V*t» 
of vassak to a nei^ilwrinf States To aroid the eviiLs of 
anarchy, m armed or oqrudsed rceiw imc va them should 
be madie, bat the diiims sbouSd appeal lo the baikx-box 
ai pnbttc ekctiMS. to the federal jAfictJiiT. and to Con- 
gress, for reUeC. Such, fnm the prooC wouM have i «e& 
tiie cooTK of the people, but for the ziature c4 iLc«e enacs- 
menis and the maniyr ia wtiich they are eaforced. H^ir 
character and their exev-u*«MC bare been so iosmately 
connected vuh one br&nch of tibit Invesdgnkikm — thas r«- 
latlag to ~ vialeat and lucttxaxfef proeeciSafs in the Ter- 
riUM7 " — that we were CDsipetied lo *^f*— *■** ttaem. 

nie **liTs** in the tiUim^^'n^* are ptaenl and spe^ 
dal : the Xxmr are suicdy •->f m b>cal character. KlasSn; lo 
bffiijPGS. HMis, attd t^i« lice. The jrrsas t!i>dy of the gene- 
ral laws are exact traaacripto frvm i^w Mkcoai code. To 
make thea in socae cuet co&fora to the or^aaic ad. 
•eparaie actt wrre raa^d. definizif she meiaakif of w«K\ia 
Uns the w.iid ~ S«aie ** ts to be azkde»s«^d a* meaniar 
*-Tyerritoiy :** the wxrds " Conuy C^^ut" shali be CAMirued 
to Bkcan the board of commlMk.-<o<» Iraosaciing oMiey 
hnrftifss. or the Probate Coan, wcno1k:g to the is;ent 
ifcereaC The wocdi -* Cbmi: Cotm " V) laean ** I%aiei 



of the new coondl wore to Iw 
tore Is l e quh c d to omcC as the first Monday In Janoary, 
ISSa. Thns, b7 the terms of these **Uwii,'* the people 
have no control whatever over either the liei^alntare, tfat 
executive, or tiie jodldal departments of tlie Terrkori^ 
gorerament nntO a time before which, by the natural pro- 
gress of population, the Territorial government will be sn- 
peneded by a State gu ve ium ent. 

No session of the legUature Istobeheld during 18U, 
but the members of the Honie are to be elected In OctcAier 
of that year. A candidate, to be efiglble at this election, 
nwst swear to wappoti the fbgitive riave law ; and each 
Jtadge of election, and eadi -voter. If challenged, must take 
the same oath. The same oath is required of every oflloer 
elected or appainted In the Territoij, and of every tMor- 
ney admitted to practioe in the courts. 

A portion of the sdlltia Is reqidred to muster on the day 
ofelectioiL ** Every free white male dlben of the United 
States, and every free male Indian who Is made a ddsen 
by treaty or otherwise, and over the age ct twenty-one 
years, and wtio shall be an inhabiiatU ot the Territory 
and of the county and dbtiict In which lie offen to vote, 
and shall bare paid a Territorial tax, shafi be • qnaflfied 



iiSereD.*«e» in the IQacuri and Ka^as sm- 
1 are upon the f oU^wiaj sc^jeru : T«m qru£itfa:i:>a* 
«f voseis aad cf um'.<«rf of tSe Irx^tLasiTe aaaesiMy : t:w 
•Adal oat2: rf aU o:Sis!^ a::ocTKTf. aad r-xers : ^-e c»Je 
«r sekciiz^ c-*^--» A=i thei- ^UAii£cA:>xu : the sL»Te 
code. aE>i zbf 4.£A.i5caiao3f of jurpn^ 

Upon thftfcr «^*.-r*. :?*e provUv;!* ?^ «h- Mwocrf cvvie 
are so.-h as j^re ss^;^ in maay of ir^ Scm:««. Bat ^r &::« 
*Ka3KU >ta;-i:?s" *r«ry oS.-* ia i.-.? T-rritorr. ex«<u- 
*T« asi j Jiic-Ui. wa* lo be ap^K^iased by uie >^b;a»re. 
«r by i«33e o£.-«r ap7«inced t>T II ThM« appccueaene* 
Were s« »ire*y so =re« a lesrorary exir-orr. bat were 
to bc'-J «?Ter Jw-> r»jr=kftr e>iRk>ai. aai -izil after t;-.e 
-' el.'v'dLC is v.\-w*«<r, laST, at wtxt 'Jm a:«=sben 



elector for afi elective <^Boet.** Two cJasies of _ 
were thns excluded, who, b7 the organic adt, were allowed 
to vote, vis. : those who would noi swear to the oath re- 
quired, and those of fbre^n birdi who had dedaied on 
oath thdr intention to become rirtsent Any mam of 
proper age who was In the Territory on the day etf else* 
tion, and who had paid one dollar as a tax to the riieri^ 
who was required to be at Hie pctik to receive It, could 
vote as an -^Inhabhaal,** although he had brealdSssted In 
Xbsouri, and intcDded to return there for supper. 
can be no doubt that tfab unusual and imconstj 
provision was Inserled to prevent a fnfi and Ihlr 
sioo of the popular wiD fat tlie election ot memben el die 
house, or to eoolrol It by nm-reridents. 

An jaron are l e q i uli e d to be selected by Ike shcrlS; 
aad " no pervon who li conscientionity oppeee d to the 
holding of slaves, or who dees not admit the lUbt to 
hold slaves In the Territory. shaO be a Juror In any 
cause ** affecting the rig^ to bold slaree, or i tlatliig to 
alare property. 

The Slave Cede, and every pewvUon rstoUm to 
slaves, are of a character Intolerant 
for that dass of leghlaiion 
duct of the men appointed to bold ofltoe ia the Terri- 
tory eoatrftutcd rery much to pradaee the erenti 
wUdi fallowed. Thus Samud J. Jones 
ihertff of the eouaty of Douglas. wUch 
It the Isi and Ud Election Districts. He had 
self peculiar^ obnosdoos to the ictHaw t^ Ui < 
on the ftMi of March hi the Ud Dktarin, aad ^7 
burning the caKa* of Joseph Oakley and i 

An election fbr delegate :o Congress, to be keU ea 
the 1st di^y of October. laS5, wMpt o vlded Isr, wfththt 
saae rules and rcfulations as were applied to ether 
elections^ Ttt Fiee fltats men took do pari la tUi 
election, havinir saade arrangemaiu for aaltfcff aa 
election on the fiih of the same month. The cMreat ef 
MaMuri ancndcd at the dection of the let of October, 
»>=ie pay^ the doUar tax, and othces not bdag r^ 
qa!red lo pay It. They were present and vutad at tht 
voting places of Atchison and Doniphan, ia A toMto a 
County : at Greene Sprinp. Johaaon County ; at WBtov 
Spriagi. PraiAian. and Lecomptoa, In Douglaa Chiaalj ; 
at Fon Scon, Bcurten Cminty; 
Lykins Cxiair, whene 
payiag t^.e fl tax for 
at Kickapoo City. Leai 
plaoe, Gcder the lead of 
Lewis Barries of SCsMcr. From two 
prrdauai which h 
— va . Delaware and 
fa&ed to obtain the aacndance of wiaieMae Tear 
Coeos^ttee £d not de«a It aecessaiy, in rafevd to tUi 
election, to en:er in:o de^aib, ae it wm 
from there beicg bat one raadldm I 
he man bare reccfred a m^Jorily oi 
T^b dec;l<^e. Therefore, depcsdf net oa the 
characte- it the Totei necefTed. bal ipoa the TaMtf 
of the Uwf anSer which it was hdd. fitiflMent leslS- 
m-^&y was taken to show that the Toiiaf of ctHaeBe of 
Mjw^sri vas practieed at this electiea, ae at allfs-sscr 
el«rr>K-3 ia the TWv*toiry. TIm fsUowtag tabis wlB e» 
h:*<:i t\e nMult rf t£:e sertimcoy as regards the 
of '.efa: aad Ulefal roce» at thsf election. ~ 
Manama;: erabnbces the same territory ae 
t^e Xlth DaKrict : aa>l the reMons b«f >re elated 
c«:e taas the g-vat s ^pxi£v of the retca chea cast 
ei:l<r lleg^ or Scci^^-oa*. la :\e ceoaiica to wMdi our 

eva-v.'-as ■= evecd*!. :he e w-r- iHejtal rotes i 

as a.:a.- w tae proof woi eta^jle ist to i 
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•u oanaWMi wu nwiT dtaeuHd In tiM Terrllsr; dniing 



eacail lij miminon ncci.a.lli-.mJuriuiOl'daiiHm.otp moiolln. 
Ih-i cammon Boad, Un b'relj) ui> !l uinn ud nqueilBll bonajklt 

trl.-u Hud in nw^nonvFiiUdii or inhnrwUP. (IcolUireB (btlecUri 
tor EiqimprcieiilMive u which uli! KleeUon DtalFtot !• en- 
i4ilHl l« Uia Uviuia bf JtdpnwiitAili'flidriUfl LbcIiiIkUvv Aoein- 
bj>> bf proalunatUtD uf Ooveruor Hnedflr, of dila LBUl of 

Gtn of Tttji^ti. on Ihf 19'h dn.; of Bt^lcmbBr, We&, ib'ea and 
fbon bi (nfioMi^ BIUI dPWmlBP npon fcUmtf)*™^ P^^^^ *"- 

Gulau uf itaj DjilHiil !4[AicB of AmarlciL." 

Oihcr iHetlnin Kcn heM Id nrlDuuni of ihg Tenl. 
I«7, vliloli liHluHsd 111* kUw uf tlic tiiinmc* meeUsf, 



elEgniu vera Hltctad Id complltDM wilh lu nconi- 

atal arnn EHoallTe OomiDlttK.ta Cogim SI •CTW pcr- 
QDB, who ven reqnlnd to " keep d recoTd of their pro- 
aedLDgi, ud ita»ll liiTa ■ gtatni inperinieDdeDce of 
be iJfliln ol tha Turttoiy w (u u rtgiirdaibe orgulu- 

'rbDnnitnuVn|idaptDmo[Bli^~u'rar'thep«^ 
ui nsniu, ud Uka lOl iieednil meuoree tat orgsnlilni 
■ StiCe OcTcrnineDt, prepmtatr >« Uie sdmiuloD of 
KiDBUlQUlbellDlgDUBBUIe.'' The rnlei prewallKd 
were mch M uaDalLj loran eLectLoDe Id mon of U14 

the clecUoD of Hard! SO, IBBS. 



L6Kt K^ TopekL 1b 



IM 



▲ FOUnOlL nZT-BOOK FOB IMO 



to C* agn. n w*§ alioMrty mi, pnyfaif for die adaivlca r ^«>«.— ■ ■■ » ' yi 
of lUmM into Uw Cialoa wider that Cenitiiatloa. Tbe . the Uth daj cf 
Caorcstica al*o prorided ttei the ^acstion of the adop> j prodamalioB 
ttoa of the Coofttitatioo aihI otWr quertioiia be taboiuod > rrtorui of this 
lo the people* ao^ roqaired the EzeeotiTe Ooaunitice to j mlttce, aiid an 
take Um neccuiiy ftepe tar that porpoMi I lowi&g table : 



W J for that L 
>, 1809, in eospiiaBoe with 
the ExecadTe Oommittee. 

made bj the Ezeeattre Oob- 
of them is contained in the f ' 



ABSTRACT OF THE ELECTION OS THE ADOPTIOX OF THE 
STATE COXSTITCTIOX, DEC. 15, 1855. 
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S. B.— Poll-Book at Leayenworth was destrojed. 



The CzecntiTe Committee then issaed a proclamation 
reciting the results of the election of the 15lh of Decem- 
ber, and at the flame time prorided for an election to 
be neld on the 15th dny of Jannary, 1S56, for State ollL- 
eeri and members of the General Assembly of the State 
of Ka ns a s . An dection was aecordinglj held in the seve- 
ral tiectioii-precincts, the retoms of irtiich were sent to 
the szecatiTe Oommlttee. 

The rcsnU of this election was announced bj a proda- 
OMtion by the Executive Committee. 

In accordance with the Constitution thus adopted, 
the members of the 8tate Leglilatare and most of the 
State officers met on the day and at the place dedgnated 
by the State Coustitution, and took the oath therdn 
prescribed. 

After electing United States Senators, pasring some 
preliminary laws, and appointing a Codifying Committee 
and preparing a Memorial to Congress, the General 
Assembly acUoumed to meet on the ^h day of July. 
1856. • 

nie lawi passed were all conditional upon the admis- 
sion of Kansas as a State into the Union. These pro- 
ceedings were regular, and, In the opinion of your 
Committee, the Constitution thus adopted fklrly ex- 
presses the will of the majority of the settlers. They 
now await the action of Congress upon their memorial 

These elections, whether uiey were conducted in pur^ 

ince of law or not, were not illegaL 

Whether the result of them is sanctioned by the actios 



of C o n g r es s, or they are regarded as tb» mere ■ 
of popular will, and Congress should reftise to grant ttM 
prayer of the memorial, that cannot aflbct their legaBtj. 
Ilie right of the peofue to assemble and ezprea thiv 
political opinion in any Ibrm, whether by me«ns of ■■ 
election or a oonventicm, te secured to them by the Oea- 
stitotJon of the United Sutea. Even if the elaeUons are 
to be regarded as the act of a party, wliethar polWeal er 
otherwise, they were proper. In accordance with exam- 
ples, both in States and Territories. 

The elections, however, were preceded and IbOowed 
by acts of violence on the part of thoae who oppoesd 
them, and those persons who approved and enitahni 
the invasion flrom Missoori were pecuUaiij iiusllle to 
these peaceftil movements preliminary to the rrwiiriw- 
Uon of a State government. Instances of thia iToloncn 
wlU be referred to hereafter. 

Tb provide for the election of delegates to CTmigiwi. 
and at the same Ume do it in such a nuumer ■■ to obtain 
the Judgment of the House of RepreaentatlTea upon the 
validity of the alleged legislative assembly aitllnr at 
Shawnee Mission, a convention was held atBlg^nigi 
on the 5th and 6th days of September, 1S05. This was a 

garty convention, and a party caWng Itself the fkve- 
tate party was then organised. It was In no way coa- 
nected with the State movement, except that the dectien 
of a delegate to Congress was fixed by it on the same 
day as the election of members of a couitltutlonal eun> 
veutidn. instead of the day prescril>ed by the alltfed 
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toi^ilatire AMembly. Andrew H. Reeder wm put in 
nomination at Territorial delegate to Congress, and an 
•lection was provided for under the regulations pre- 
■crlbed for the election of March 80, 1855, excepting as 
to the appointment of officers, and the persons to whom 
the returns of the Sections should be made. The elec- 
tion was held in accordance with these regulations, and 
A. H. Keeder receired S,827 votes. 

The resolutions passed by this convention indicate the 
ftate of feeling which existed in the Territory in conse- 
quecse of the invasion from Missouri, and the enactr 
ments of the alleged legblative assembly. The language 
ef some of the resolutions is violent, and can oi{ly be 
fttstified either in consequence of the attempt to enforce 
Ute grossest acts of tyranny, or for the purpose of guard- 
ing against a similar invasion in future. 

In the fall of 1S50, there sprang out of the existing 
d:«coi(la and excitement in the Territory, two secret 
yIe«•^^tate societies. They were defensive in their cha- 
racter, and were designed to form a protection to Uieir 
members against unlawful acts of violence and assault. 
One of the societies was purely of a local character, and 
was confined to the town of Lawrence. Very shortly 
after its organisation, it produced its desired effect, and 
tlien went out of use and ceased to exist. Both societies 
were cumbersome, and of no utility except to g^ve con- 
fidence to the Free-^tate men, and enable them to know 
and aid each other in contemplated danger. So far as 
the evidence shows, they led to no act of violence in 
redstance to either real or alleged laws. 

On the 21st day of November, 1855, F. M. Coleman, a 
Pro-Slavery man, and Charles W. Dow, a Free-State 
man, had a dispute about the division line between their 
respective claims. Several hours afterward, as I)ow was 
passing fh)m a blacksmith shop toward his claim, and 
by the cabin of Coleman, the latter shot Dow with a 
double-barreled gun loaded with slugs. Dow was un- 
armed. He fell across the road and (Ued immediately. 
Tide was about 1 o'clock, p m. His dead body was al- 
lowed to lie where it fell until after sundown, when it was 
conveyed by Jacob Branson to his house, at which Dow 
boarded. The testimony in regard to this homicide is 
voluminous, and shows clearly that it was a deliberate 
murder by Coleman, and that Harrison Buikley and a 
Mr. Hargous were accessories to it. The excitement 
caused by it was very great among all classes of the 
settlers. On the 20th, a large meeting of citizens was 
held at the place where the murder was committed, and 
resolutions passed that Coleman should be brought to 
justice. In the meantime, Coleman had gone to Missouri, 
and then to Ch>v. Shannon, at Shawnee Mission, in 
Johnson County. He was there taken into custody by 
8. J. Jones, then acting as Sheriff. No warrant was issued 
or ezam^natkm kad. On the day of the meeting at Hickory 
Point, Harrison. Bradley procured al peace warrant 
against Jacob Branson, which was placed in the hands 
of Jones. That same evening, after Branson had gone 
to bed, Jones came to his cabin with a party of about 
96 persons, among whom were Hargous and Buckley — 
burst open the door, and saw Branson in bed. He then 
drew his pistol, cocked it, and presented it to Branson's 
breast, and said, ** You are my prisoner, and if you 
move I will blow you through." The others cocked their 
gfUM and gathered round him, and took him prisoner. 
Tbey all mounted and went to Buckley's house. After 
a time, they went bn a circuitous route toward Blanton s 
Bridge, stopping to " drink " on the way. As they ap- 
proached the bridge, there were thirteen in the party, 
several having stopped. Jones rode up to the prisoner 
and, among other things, told him that he had "heard 
there were one hundred men at your house to-day," and 
** that he ro^retted they were not there, and that they 
were cheated out of theLr sport.** In the meantime, the 
als^rm had been given in the neighborhood of Branson*s 
•xrcst, and several of the settiers, among whom were 
■ome who had attended the meeting at Hickory Point 
thait day, n^ered together. They were greatly excited ; 
the alleged iidustice of such an arrest of a quiet settler, 
aoder a peace warrant by " Sheriff Jones,*' aided by two 
men believed to be accessory to a murder, and who were 
allowed to be at large, exasperated them, and they pro- 
ceeded as rapidly as possible by a nearer route than 
thai taken by Jones, ahd stopped near the house of J. S. 
Abbott, one of them. They were on foot as Jones's 
party approached on a canter. Hie rescuers suddenly 
ibnaed across the road in fh>nt of Jones and his party. 
Joaes halted, and asked, " What's up?" The reply was, 
** Tliat's what we want to know. What's up ?" Branson 
aaid, ** They have got me a prisoner.'* Some one in the 
rescuing party told him to como over to their side. He 
dUd so, and dismounted, and the mule he rode was driven 
over to Jones's party ; Jonea then left. Of the persons 
•ogaged in this rescue, three wer* flrom Lawrence, and 



had attended the meeting. Tour Committee have 
deemed it proper to detail the particulars of this rescue, 
as it was made the groundworic of what is known as tlie 
Wakenisa War. On the same night of the rescue, the 
cabins of Coleman and Buckley were burned, but by 
whom, is left in dcubt by the testimony. 

On the morning of the rescue of Branson, Jones was 
at the village of Franidin, near Lawrence. The rescue 
was spoken of in the presence of Jones, and more con- 
versation passed between two othei-s in his presence, as 
to whether it was most proper to send for assistance to 
CoL Boone, in Missouri, or to Gov. Shannon. Jonea 
wrote a dispatch and handed it to a messenger. As soon 
as he started, Jones said : ** That man is taking my 
dispatch to Missouri, and by G — d 1*11 have revenge 
before I see Missouri." A person present, who waa 
examined as a witness, complained publicly that the 
dispatch was not sent to the Governor ; and within half 
an hour one was sent to the Ocvemor by Jones, through 
Hargous. Within a few days, large numbers of men 
from the State of Missouri gnaend and encamped on 
the Wakenisa. They brought with them all the equip- 
ments of war. To obtain them, a party of men under 
tho direction of Judge T. Y. Thompson broke into the 
United States arsenal and armory at Liberty, Missouri, 
and after a forcible detention of Captain Leonard (then 
in charge), they took the cannon, muskets, rifles, powder, 
harness, and indeed all the materials and munitions of 
war they desired, some of which have never been 
returned or accounted for. • 

The chief hostility of this military foray was against 
the town of Lawrence, and this waa especially the case 
with the officers of the law. 

Tour Committee can see in the testimony no reason, 
excuse, or palliation for this feeling. Up to ihU Umfj no 
toarrant or proclamaiion of any kind had been in the 
hands of any (Mcer against any ciUnen of Lawrence. 
No arrest had been attempted, and no writ resisted in 
that town. The rescue of Branson sprang out of a 
murder committed thirteen miles firom Lawrence, in a 
detached settlement, and neither the town nor its 
citisens extended any protection to Branson's rescuers. 
On the contrary, two or three days after the rescue. 8. 
N. Wood, who claimed publicly to be one of the rescuing 
party, wished to be arrested for the purpose of testing 
the Territorial laws, and walked up to Sheriff Jones and 
shook hands with him, and exchanged other courtesies. 
He could have been arrested without difficulty, and it 
was his design, when he went to Mr. Jones, <to be ar- 
rested ; but no attempt was made to do so. 

It is obvious that the only cause of this hostility is the 
known desire of the citizens of Lawrence to make Kansas 
a Free State, and their repugnance to laws imposed upon 
them by non-residents. 

Tour Committee do not propose to detail the incidents 
connected with this foray. Fortunately for the peace of 
the country, a direct conflict between the opposing 
forces was avoided by an amicable arrangement. The 
losses sustained by the settlers in property taken and 
time and money expended in their own defense, added 
much to the trials incident to a new settlement. Many 
persons were unlawfully taken and detained— in some 
cases, under circumstances of gross cruelty. This was 
especially so in the arrest and treatment of Dr. G. A. 
Cutter and G. F. Warren. They were taken, without 
cause or warrant, sixty miles firom Lawrence, and when 
Dr. Cutter was quite sick. They were compelled to go 
to the camp at Lawrence, were put into the custx)dy of 
**Sheriff Jones," who had no process to arrest them— 
they were taken into a small room kept as a liquor shop, 
which was open and very cold. That night, Jones came 
in with others, and went to *' playing poker at twenty- 
five cents ante.** The prisoners wei e obliged to sit up 
all night, as there was no room to lie down, when the 
men were playing. Jones insulted them frequently, and 
told one of them he must either *^ tell or swing." The 
guard then objected to this treatment of prisoners, and 
Jones desisted. . . . 

Willie we remained in the Territory, repeated acts of 
outrage were committed upon the quiet, unoffending citi- 
zens, of widch we received authentic intelligence. Men 
were attacked on the highway, robbed, and subsequently 
imprisoned. Men were seized and searched, and their 
weapons of defense taken from them witliout compensa- 
tion. Horses were frequently taken and appropriated. 
Oxen were taken from the yoke while plowing, and butch- 
ered in the presence of their owners. One young man 
was seized in the streets of the town of Atchison, and, un- 
der circumstances of gross barbarity, was tarred and cotr 
toned, and in that condition was sent to his family. All 
the provisions of the Constitution of the United Statea^e- 
curing persons and property, are utterly disregarded. The 
oAcari of the law, uistead of protecting the people, were 
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In Mme lutancet engaged in theae outrages, and In no in- mlna on hb peril, we dacllned to give him anj ptoiecdM 
aUnca did we leam that any man waaarreated. Indicted, or take anj action In the matter. He reftwed to obv tha 



or puniahed for anj of theae crimes. While such dDTensea 
were committed with impunitj, the laws were oaed as a 



any action In the matter. He lefti ae d to obqr 
writ.beleTmgiltobeamere p wtea a e to gat tha cti . 
of his perMm, and fearing, as ba allured, that he woold ba 




means of indicting men for holding elections, preliminary ' Msasnoated bj lawleas banda of men then gnthering li 

to ftraming a Constitution and applying for admission into and near LacMnpton. He thai left the Territory. 
Uie Union as the State of Kansas. Charges of high trea- Subsequently, H. Milea Moore, an attorney In LearcB- 

aou were mjide against prominent dtlsens upon grounds worth C6j^ but for several Tears a cWaen of Weston, Mai, 

which seem to your Committee absurd and ximcnloiiB, and kindly ftirnlahed the Conmuttee Information aa to the reaW 

onder Uiese charges they are now held In custody and are dence of persons voting at theetedlona, and In somecasci 

refused the privilege of bidL In several cases, men were examined witnesses before ns. Ha was arreated on tta 

arrested in the SUte of lUssouii, while passing on thehr atroets of that town by an armed band of aboat tUrtj 

lawful business through that State, and detahied until In- men. headed by W. D. WQkea, withont any color of a» 

dictments could be found In the Tenttory, thority, confliMd, wiUi other cWaena, mider a mUtaiy 

These proceedings were followed by an offense of still guard Tor twenty-four honra, and then noCUled to leave the 

greater magnitude. Under color of legal process, a com- Territory. His testimony was regar d ed aa fanpartaofc, and 

pany of about 700 armed men, the great body of whom, vpon Us sworn statement that It would tadMnger Us fcr> 

your Committee are satisfied, were not dtliena of the Ter* aon to ahre it openly, the m^Jorl^ Ot yoor CoBBm&ca 

ritory, marched Into the town of Lawrence, under Mar- ■*-— »-^ » -.«.«..— *^ ^^m^u,^ ■.•-. ^^..^^„^ ..^ ma -. 
shal Uoualdson and 8. J. Jones, offlcers claiming to act 
under the law, and bombarded and then burned to the 

ground a valuable hotel and one nrivatehoose ; destroyed tore ns daring- a greater portico' of tba time, «nd jovr 

two printing presses and material ; and then, being re- Committee were required to ascertain tha truth In tfiebcst 

leased by the officers, whose posse they didmed to be, pro- manner they ooold. 

octtded to sack, pillage, and rob houses, stores, trunks, etc. Tour CoBmdttee report the following faeH and 

even to Uie clothing of women and children. Some of the alons as estabUshed by the testimony : 
letters ttius unlawfully taken were private ones, written by FirtL That each election In the Territory, held 

tlte uootestliig DelegiUe, and they were dDTered In evidence, the organic or alleged Territorial law, has been eanlsA hf 

Your Committee did not deem th«t the persons holding orgubed Invasions firom the State of Mlssonri, by whidk 

Uiuiii had any right thus to use them, and reftiaed to be the people of the Territory have beoi prevoited flma 

made Uie instruments to report private letters thus <^ ezercleing the rights secured to them by the otfude 

taluud. law. 

Tills force was not resisted, because it was collected and Second. Tliat the alleged Territorial Leglslatiire was 

marshaled under the forms of law. But thla act of bar- an illegally-coD»tituted body, and had no power to pass 

barity, unexampled In the history of our (Government, was ^Jid lawa, and their enactments are, therdbre, nnB and 

followed by its natural consequences. AU the restraints Toid. 

which American dtlsens are accustomed to pay erta to Third, That these alleged laws have not, as a gtiwral 

the appearance of law, were thrown off; one act of rio- tUng, been used to protect persons and p rop erVf and to 

lence led to another; homiddea became fk^uenk A pnntafa wrong, but for unlawAal pnrpooea. 
party under H. C Pate, composed chiefly of dtlsens of FmiriK. That the election under which the dtttng Dde- 

MUwouri, were taken prisoners by a party of settlers ; and gate, Jdm W. Whhlleld, holds his seat, was not Eidd te 

iriille your Comndttee were at Westport, a company chiefly pursoance of any vaBd Uw, and thatltdwold berqgardcd 

of SiUasourians, accompanied by the acting Ddegate, went only as the expresdon of the dMlce of those resldenl dtt> 

to reUeve Pate and his party, and a collision was prevented sens who voted for hfan. 

by the Uidted States tro<nis. aril war has seemed Im- F^. That the dectbm under which the imdiilhit 

pending In the Tenitory. Kothhig can prevent so great a Ddegate, Andrew H. Reeder, dafana his seat, was not feed 

calamity but the presence of a laige force of Cdted States In porsBancc <rf law, and that It shonld be regarded mif 

troops, under a commander who wHl with prudence and aa the eiq) Tt s Bl o n of the dmlce of the wi s Munt dt l a s M WlM I 

discretion quiet the exdted passions of both parties, and Toted for Um. 

expd with force the armed bands of lawless men condng iSSkelA, That Andrew H. ReederrecdTed a gnalerBai^ 

flrom Missouri and elsewhere, who with criminal pcstina- her of votes of resident dtisena than John w. WUtfldd, 

dty faifest that Territoiy. for Delegate. 

In some casea, and as to one entire dection fflstzicti the Betmith. That In the present condMencf the T eiiftuiy, 

condition of the country prevented the attendance of a fair dectbm cannoi be bdd without a new eeaiH, a 

witnesses, who were either arrested or detahied while obey- stringent and weB-gnarded dedJon law, the aslsrtka cf 

Ing our process, or deterred from so doing. TheSeneant- Impartial Judges, and the presence of United BtatMttoopt 

at-Arms, wlm served the process upon them, was himself at every jdaoe of deetfon. 

arrested or ddahied for a short tim« by an aimed force, JN^uCThat the various deellone keU by the peoplt 

claindng to be a part of the posse of the Manhal, but of the Tenftoiy prdfanlnary to the ftnnatkn of the Bide 

was allowed to proceed upon an examination of his pa- Government have been aa regular as the d is turti ed eoadl- 

ra, and was tarnished with a pass, signed by ^Warren tion of the Territory would aSow; and that the OoMlllB^ 

Wllkea, of South Carofina.** John Upton, another offi- tlon passed by the Convention, hdd in poeuanoe of asld 

oer of the Committee, was subsequently stopped by a law- elections, embodies the wM of a SMjorf^ of the pesfte. 
less force on the b<Htlers of the Territory, and after bdng As It Is not the province of your Ooeuidttee to wm 

detahied and treated with great faMUgnlty, was released, remedies for the existhig troubles hi the TdvUmy of] 

He also was ftamished with a pass signed by two dUsens saa, they content themselves with tiM feregofaiff i 

of Mlssonri, and addressed to "Pro-Slavery men.** Qy of ftctsi 

reason of these disturbances, we were delayed in Wc stuoi i , Al of which if i M ji r r i^ l^ly ritrniittfMl, 
so that while In sesdon there, our time was but paitlaHy WiL A. Howan^ 

occupied. Joam "»—»*■ 

But the obstruction wUch created the most serious em- _ 

barrassment to your Committee, was the attempted arrest 

of Gov. Reederjihe contorting D^^ The Free-Sute ConstituUon framed at To- 

S?hra?wnSSSl2^^'^;J:rth'fS^ peka for Kan«m by the ConvenUon calledb, 

Douglaa County. Wilfiam Fane, renntty ftam the Mate the Free-State partT, (as flet fortli in the lore- 

pf QeorgU, and ciatadng to be the Dnu^Manhai, came going document^,) was in due season rabmltted 

Into the room of the Committee, while Gov. Reederwaa ?« rv.«~«^__"u2™. An<i~» if k^ajI*- /clia 

examining a witnesB before us, and prodndng the writ re- ^ CJongress— Messrs. Andrew H. Beeder (thi 

quired Uov. Keeder to attend hhn. Subsequent evoits Free-State Territorial delegate) and Jamcf H. 

have only strengthened the conviction of your Committee, Lane haTine been chosen by the first Freo*8Ute 

that tliis was a wanton and unlawftil hiterference by the T^tr;ol«#«»-. C^««#*v.* /»f thl TTttit*^ R»a»M and 

Judg«wlK>blsuedthewri^tendhlggreatlytoobstructk^lD If 8™!^'*^^^^^'? Of the Umted Btate^ ana 

and fair invesUgaUon. Gov. Reeder and Gen. Whitfield Mr. M. W. Delahay elected RepresentatlTe in tbi 

alone wen* (uuy possessed of that local hiformation which HoQse, by the Fiee-State men of Kanns. 

would enable us to eUdl the whole truth, and it was obvl- nf roura^ tliM^ w^re not entitled to their aeaU 

cut to every one that any event which would separate "* .^O*™^ "»««« ^f*]? "O* enuiiea U) ineir aeau 

either of them fhwi the Committee, would necenarOy bin- ^^^1 ^he aforesaid instrument (known as the 

der. delay, aud embarrass ik Gov. Reeder claimed that, ** Topeka Gonstitntion ") should be accepted by 

under Uie circumstances in which he was placed, he was Coneress, and the State thereupon admitted 

privileged from arrest except for treason, felony, or breach r^tV: t' • mu- V^ IJl J *^u • rl-1 

Sf the peace. As ihls was a Question of privSJge, proper mto the Union. This Constitution, bemg form. 

^ ihi Courts, or for the privileged person alone to deter- ally presented in either Honse, was received and - 
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Tdferred to their respeoC re Committees on Ter- 
ritories ; but the accompan jing Memorial fVom 
tbe Free-State Lerislature, setting forth the 
grounds of the application, and praying for ad- 
mission as a Slate, was, after having been re- 
ceived by the Senate, reconsidered, rejected, 
and returned to Col Lane, on the allegation 
that material changes had been made in it since 
it left Kansas. The Senate, in like manner, re- 
jected repeated motions to accept the Constitu- 
tion, and thereupon admit Kansas as a Free 
State->tbere never being more than Messrs. 
Hamlin and Fessenden, of Maine, Hale and Bell, 
of New-Hampshire, Collamer and Foot, of Ver- 
mont, Sumner and Wilson, of Mass., Foster, 
of Connecticut, Seward and Fish, of New-Tork, 
Wade, of Ohio, Durkee and Dodge, of Wiscon- 
sin, Trumbull, of Illinois, and Harlan, of lowa^ 
(16) Senators in favor of such admission, and 
these never all present at the same time. 

In the House — the aforesaid Constitution and 
Memorial having been submitted to the Com- 
mittee on Territories — its Chairman, Mr. Grow, 
of Penna., from a majority of said Committee, 
reported in favor of the admission of Kansas 
under such Constitution, as a Free State ; and 
lifter debate the Previous Question thereon was 
ordered (June 28th) by a vote of 98 Ayes to 
63 Noes. Previous to this, however, Mr. Ste- 
phens, of Georgia, had proposed, as an amend- 
ment or substitute, a radically different bill, 
contemplating the appointment by the Presi- 
dent and Senate of five Commissioners, who 
should repair to Kansas, take a census of tbe 
inhabitants and legal voters, and thereupon pro- 
ceed to apportion, during the month of Septem- 
ber, 1856, the delegates (52) to form a Consti- 
tutional Convention, to be elected by the legal 
TOters aforesaid; said delegates to be chosen 
on the day of the Presidential election (Tues- 
day, Nov. 4th, 1856), and to assemble in Con- 
Tention on tbe first Monday in December, 1866, 
to form a State Constitution. The bill proposed, 
also, penalties for illegal voting at said election. 

To this substitute-bill, Mr. Dunn, of Indiana, 
proposed the following amendment, to come in 
at the end as an additional section : 

8bc. IS^-'And be Ufwrtheir enacted, That so much of 
the fourteenth section and of the thirty-second section of 
the act passed at the first session of the Thirty-Third Con- 
grets, commonly called the Kansas and Nebraska act, as 
* reads as follows : " Except the eighth section of the act 
preparatory to the admission of Missouri into the Union, 
approTed March 6, 182«s which, being inconsistent with 
tlie principle of non-intervention by Congress with 
Havery in the States and Territories, as recognized by 
the legislation of 1S50, commonly called the Compromise 
Measures, Is hereby declared inoperative and void ; it 
being the true intent and meaning of this act not to legis- 
late BlaTery into any State or Territory, or to exclude it 
Ibertfirom, but to leave the people thereof perfectly free 
to form and regulate their domestic institutions in their 
own way, subject only to the Constitution of the United 
BtmUaa : Provided^ That notliing herein contained shall 
be eonttrued to revive or put in force any law or regula- 
tion which may have existed prior to the act of 6th of 
Maroh, 18S0, either protecting, establishing, prohibiting, 
or abolistting Slavei^," be, and the same is hereby, re 
pealed. Potided^ That any person or persons lawfiilly 
held to service wlUiin eiUier of the Territories named in 
•aid act shall be discharged from such service, if they shHll 
Dot be reraovttd and kept out of said Territories within 
twelve montht firom the passage of this act^ 

Mr. Dunnes amendment to the Stephens 
amendment or snbstitate, was carried : Yea.4, 
lOtt ; Nays, 102. 



Mr. Stephens*s substitute, as thus amended by 
its adversaries, was abandoned by its original 
friends, and received but ttoo votes — those of 
Messrs. George G. Dunn, of Indiana, and John 
Scott Harrison, of Ohio— Nays, 210. 

Mr. Dunn had previously moved a reference 
of the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. This was now defeated : 
Teas, 101 ; Nays, 109. 

Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, now moved that the 
bill do lie on the table, which was defeated. 
Yeas, 106 ; Nays, 107 ; (Barclay of Pennsyl- 
vania, Dunn of In(^ana, Haven and Williams, 
of New- York. — Yeas : Bayard Clarke, of New- 
York, Hickman and Millward, of Pennsylvania, 
Moore, of Ohio, and Scott, of Indiana. — yaya : 
Scott Harrison, of Ohio, not voting. Wells of 
Wisconsin, absent). The House now refused 
to adjourn by 106 to 102 ; and, after a long 
struggle, the final question was reached, and the 
bill r^eeted : Yeas, 106 ; Nays, 107. 

So the bill was lost. 

July IsL — ^Mr. Barclay, (Dem.) of Pennsyl- 
vania rose to a privileged motion. He moved 
a reconsideration of the preceding vote, by 
which the Free-Kansas bill had been rejected. 
A stormy debate ensued, in the midst of wliich 
Mr. Howard, of Michigan, rose to a question of 
higher privilege (as affecting the right of a 
member [delegate] to his seat) and submitted 
the report of the Kansas Investigating Com- 
mittee (already given). The Speaker sustained 
the motion, and the House sustained the 
Speaker. The report was thereupon presented 
and read, consuming a full day. 

July drtL — The question of reconsidering the 
vote defeating the Free-Kansas bill was again 
reached. Mr. Houston, of Alabama, moved that 
it do lie on the table ; defeated : Yeas, 07 ; 
Nays, 102. The main question was then order- 
ed : Yeas, 101 ; Nays, 98 ; and the reconsidera- 
tion carried: Yeas, 101 ; Nays, 99. The previous 
question on the passage of the bill was now 
ordered : Yeas, 99 ; Nays, 96 ; a motion by 
Mr. McQueen, of South Carolina, to lay the bill 
on the table was defeated : Yeas, 97 ; Nays, 
100 ; and then the bill was finally panned : Yeas, 
99; Nays, 97. 

Mr. Grow,' of Pennsylvania, moved the recon- 
sideration of this vote, and that the motion to 
reconsider do lie on tbe table, which was per- 
mitted, without further division. 

Jmie SOth, — Mr. Douglas reported to the 
Senate on several bills submitted by Messrs. 
Clayton, Tombs, and others, for the pacifica- 
tion of the Kansas troubles, as also decidedly 
against Gov. Seward's proposition to admit 
Kansas as a Free State, under her Topeka Con- 
stitution. Mr. Collamer, being the minority of 
the Territorial Committee, made a brief and 
pungent counter-report. Mr. Douglas gave 
notice that he would ask for a final vote on the 
day after the next. 

July Ut, — Bill debated by Messrs. Thompson 
of Ky., Hale of N H., Bigler of Pa., Adams of 
Miss., and Crittenden of Ky. 

JiUy 2d — Debate continued through the day 
and following night, the majority resisting all 
motions to adjourn. Messrs. Wade, Pugh, 
Briggs, Bigler, Toombs, CUyton, Crittenden, 
Bell, Seward, Hale, and nearly half the Senate 
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parlicipiU J. Au inieDdnieiit mmed by Mr. 

AiluoiH, of ii'iat., ihe tia; berore, striking out to 
much of the billMsecurvB the Right of Suf- 
fnge, in tbe proposed reorgiiiitiLlion of Ka nsi w , 
to aliea residents Hho shall liive ileulared their 
intemion lo biit^orue citiieiu, and i-enouiiued 
all allegiance to foreig[i goretunienU, waa 
adopted: Yeas,a£; Saya, lH. 

Some time la the morniiig of Jut; 3d, the fol- 
towing anieudmcnt, reduced to ehiipe by Ur. 
Gejer, of Mo , vas added lo the 18tb seotion of 
tbe bill— oniy Brown, of Miaa., Filz)iiilrici[, of 
Ala, and Uu.son, of Va., roling ugaioat it; 
Yeas, ill. It provides IhsC 



K trick, OtTtTi Hunter, Innon, JohoMa, JoMS ar iawm, 
illorr. NuoD, Pratt. Pu()i, Buhl, MaiUan, lUdaU, 
Hiiurl, ThoiDiiMa of KnitBckr, Tmmlx, Tuuce; > Wadtr. 
Wrif Lit, inil fnWl^-M. 

, Foster, of CoDDeclicut, moved tbe faUoir- 

ing ameadmeot: 
tec.— JiiJ at U iWMtf MHKtod, Hiat, onlU Um H- 
ablianuor Hid TiTTluiiTiliaU prsossit u hold a Ooii- 
CDtkiii lorormi Bum CooBUUtioii aa:orillD|tatha|in>- 
Iftkoni af IhiB uc, and K loDf u HUd Territory ■■■■lin 
Twriu>rT, ihv foUoirltig Mctloai cDQtaliied Id ahaDCa 




: Iburtat peifflCIlJ fr« Ibroogh UifIt Tmi 
uturg to rcfulals the IniUtutlOL of BlaietT la tfaelr 

; and that, udUI (ha Turllorlal Ledtlatnra aiu 
tlie aabjgct, tha Dvnar of a iUtb In ona of (h« 
hunorlgblorantborltguuliB tucb ilara Into 
irdtory ot Kauai, and lli<« hold him aa a ilave ; 
f«y ilava taken lo ths TcfTitorr of RaiiHt bj hla 
' for puipoHa of ■vUlameDt l< herabj declared to be 

atlve Anemblr of lald TerrlMrr, andu vlilcti he 
e Yeas and Kafs being ordered, tbe pro- 



— Mourt, Ddrkee, Fa^iendeii, 



ler, Hale 



Bright, Brudhaad. 
rDage, Iluuglaa, KVani, 

TuouipsOBOf Ktnlui.Jiy,'roumb»,Tuucejr, Wellel Wrighl, 

Ur. Trumbull then proposed Chat theEBnsaO' 
Kebruska act 



This, too, wiia voted dona. Ur. Trumbull 
then proposed the fullowiog; 
Ana bt UfitrOw nacua. Thai i 

Legliiiilve AffleraMy ihrrw.r, wIlli au 

u be wurlj' null and void, and ao penon ahall li 
an/ olliM, or e(iin;l» anr aulhoriir sr Jorlidlcllan 
■aid Terrliopj. uuder or by v'-* — -' — -- — 



19 voted done, a» foUons : 



acBea. Ueojainiii, HlgKi, Ulglor, BrlEbl, Bra 
Oaii, Claj, UnuaDiWu, I>iid(a, lioii|lai. 



iL If aaj ftee pereoa, by apaablac i 

. vT ■alalala Uiai paw kaw not Ihe r.. 

bli TarMloqi, ar itaUlalnidBea lals tUi TiRlUrr ■a]' M*! 
tta'rilSa'^pMulobiSd i^Taa t iWa Tan««.aack 

--^^ . — T(mllij*Woai,aBdBjii^htdb7ta- 



Tau.— I 



U, Wade, and WilKD^ 
I Riuri), Benjamin. 
1, CaUfClaj, 1 



rejected [ai superduoui, or corered 
r ameudtuent,] ai followe : 
ttr±. Allen. B«11 of Naw-Haaipdilre, Oay- 
iden. Toot, toiUr, Uall, 

BIfta. BMer, 

Bright, Brodhead, BrowD,'Cau,&lBj, Dodga, Oaaciai, 

"—It, Fllipairick. Gi^iir, HanWr, Ivenon, Johiueii, 

■ DfIosa,Uallor]r, Ha»n,Pralt,Pu(h, Rald,Hiba>- 

Slldell, Hiuan. Thonipton of KcDloeky, ToeiBbi, 

ty, WcUor, W^^^^ «id TUia-M. 

r. Wilson, of Hassachuietls, moved that th* 

whole bill be stricken out and another inurled 

iastead, repealing all th« Territorial taws of 

Rejected: Teas, B, (Bell, of Kew-Hampshire, 
CoUamer, Uurkee, VegHenden, Foster, Bevard, 
Wade, and Wilson ;) Najs, 3G. 

Hr. Seward moved lo strike out tbe whole 
bill, and insert inatead one admitting Kansal al 
a Free State, under the Topeka CousdtulioD : 
Defeated— Yeas, 11 ; Naya, S8— aa foliaws : 

iipthlre, Collamcr 
de<rard,T[imibBll, 



i-lL 






Bright, Brodhoad, Broi 



..,^, -..:tciideD, Dodite, Donglu, ZtbiUjUu- 

pairloli.Qtier, Hqnler, Ivenoa.JohBton, Jonaoflowa, 
Uallory. Muon, Prall, Pagh, Bald, Srthiitlaa, BIMell, 
etuan, ThomuoD of Kenlai^, loomlK, Touoer, Vclkr, 
Wrlgl,l,ai.d*ql»-«1 

The bill wu now reported a« amended, and 
the amendment made in Committee of ths 
Whole concurred in. Tbe bill was tben(Ba. 
il) ordered to be engrossed and read a uird 
time ; and, on tbe question of its final puiage, 
tbe vote stood— Yeaa, 33; Nayajia — u follows: 

Tiu,— Maun. ^an.BiTard.BellofTeDDaM^Bn- 

Cl>y, 'CrliUD^cn, Dou^u, Eriiu, nii^lrick, Oaycr, 
Hualer. Ivanon, Jahnun, Jnitei or Ian, Milloir, Pran, 
Pugh,Bcld,BabuUaD,glldell, Btuart, Thompaon af Kea- 
lack J, Toombs, ToaiKy, Wtllcr, Wrl|dll, and tnl— W. 

NifS.— Sleun. Ibll of Naw-UampiMn, Ooliwac, 
Dodge, Durk», Peaaeod en, Foot-Pouer, Uale, tvwinL 
Trnlnbull, Wade, aad WIUOD— 11 

The bill waa then sent to the House. It pro- 
vides that five competent persona appointed bj 
the Fresident, shall take a censua of the legal 
voters of the Territorj on the 4th of Ja);, IBSB, 
these to be apporUoned into S2 diatricta, for the 
purpose of electing delegates to form a Sc*l* 
Coustitation ; it imposes penalties '~~ --'-- 
force or threau to influence anj qr 
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in giving his vote, or to deter bim from going 
to the polls ; the delegates elected under this 
act to assemble in Convention on the Ist Mon- 
day of December, 1856, to first determine by 
vote whether it is expedient to form a State 
Constitution and GoYernment, and if it is 
decided to be expedient, to proceed lo form a 
Constitution and GoYemmentfor the State of 
Kansas, with the boundaries defined in this act. 

The bill was never acted on in the House, but 
lay on the Speaker's table, untouched, when the 
session terminated by adjournment, Monday, 
Aug. 18(h. 

Julff Sth. — In Senate, Mr. Douglas reported 
back from the Committee on Territories the 
House bill to admit Kansas as a State, with an 
amendment striking out all after the enacting 
clause, and inserting instead the Senate bill 
(No. 866) just referred to. 

Mr. Hale, of N. H., moved to amend this 
substitute by proYidiug that all who migrate to 
tlie Territory prior to July 4th, 1857, shall be 
entitled to a vote in determining the character 
of the institutions of Kansas. Lost: Teas, 18 ; 
Nays, 8*2. 

Mr. Trumbull, of 111., moved that all the Terri- 
torial laws of Kansas be repealed and the Terri- 
torial officers dismissed. Rejected : Teas, 12 ; 
Navfi, 82. 

Mr. Collamer, of Yt., proposed an amendment, 
prohibiting Slavery in all that portion of the 
Louisiana purchase north of 8t>o go' not in- 
cluded in the Territory of Kansas. Rejected — 
Yeas. 12 ; Naya, 80 — as follows : 

Ybas— Messrs. Bell of N. H., Collamer, Dodge, Fes- 
aeuden, Fish, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Seward, Trum- 
balli^dWade. 

Nats — Me88rs.Adams, Bayard, Bei^min, Biggs, Bright, 
ftx)dhead, Butler, Cass, Clay, Cdttenden, Douglas, Fits- 
Patrick, Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, 
Jones of Tenn., Mallory, Mason, Pearee,Pugh, Reld, Se- 
Itastian, Blidell, Stuait, Iliompson of Ky., Toombs,Weller, 
and Ynlee. 

The substitute reported by Mr. Douglas was 
:hen a^rreed to — Yeas, 82 ; Nays, 18 — and the 
bill in this shape passed. 

[This amendment was not concurred in nor 
ever acted* on by the House.] 

JtUif t^th. — Mr. Dunn, of ind., called up a bill 
** To reorganize the Territory of Kansas and for 
other purposes,'' which he had originally (July 
7th) proposed as a substitute for the Senate bill 
(No 85(S) aforesaid. Its length, and the substan- 
tial identity of many of its provisions with thc^c 
of other billK organizing Territories contained 
in this volume, dissuade us from quoting it 
entire. It provides for a legislative election on 
the first Tuesday in November next ; and sec- 
tion 15 proceeds: 

I Vk And beitjkrther enacted^ That all suits, pro- 
CBsises, and proceedings, civil and criminal, at law and 

' la dMncery, and all indictments and informations which 
■hall be pending and undetermined in the courts of the 
Terrlto.7 of Kansas or of New-Mexico, when this act 
•hall take effect, shall remain in said courts where pend- 
ing, to be beard, tried, prosecuted, and determined in 
•Mb courts as though this act had not been passed : 
Prtntided, nsfoerthuesa^ That all criminal prosecutions 
BOW pending in any of the courts of the Territory of Kan- 

■ aas Imputing to any person or persons the crime of trea- 
•oa af^dnst the United Staiea, and all criminal prosecu- 
tions, by information or Indictment, against any pei*son or 
persons for any alleged violation or disregard whatever of 
what are usually known at the laws of the Legislature of 
Ksmos, sliall b« forthwith dismissed by the courts where 
•Mt pNMcuUona may be- pen^nf^ and every person 



who may be restrained of his li-ferty by reason of said 
prosecutions, shall be released tierefrom without delay. 
Nor shall there hereafter be instituted any criminal 
prosecution, in any of the courts of the United States, or 
of said Territory, against any person or persons for an^ 
such charge of treason in said Territory prior to the pas- 
sage of tUs act, or any yiolation or disregard of sai^ 
L^islatiTC enactments at any time. 

§ 28 grants to every actual settler a light of 
preemption to the quarter-section of public 
land improved and occupied by bim in 8ai(i 
Territory of Kansas, prior to Jan. 1st, 1868. 

The two last and most important sections of 
Mr Dunn's bill are verbatim as follows : 

S 24 And l>e it further Macted^ That so much of the 
fourteenth section, and also so much of the thirty-second 
section, of the act passed at the first session of the tliirty* 
third Congres8,commonly known as the Kansas-Nebraska 
act, as reads as follows, to wit : V Except the eighth sec- 
tion of the act preparatory to the admission of Missouri 
into the Union, approved March 6, 1820, which being in- 
consistent with the principle of non-interrention by Con- 
gress with Slavery in the States and Territories as recog- 
nised by the legislation of 1850, commonly called the 
Compromise Measures, Is hereby declared inoperative 
and void ; it being the true Intent and meaning of this 
act not to legislate Slavery into any Territory or State, 
nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people there- 
ol perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic in- 
stitutions in their own way, subject only to the Consti- 
tution of the United States : FrOfMedy That nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to revive or put in 
force any law or regulation which may hare existed 
prior to the act of 6th March, 1820, either protecting, es- 
tablishing, prohibiting or abolishing slavery "—be and the 
same is hereby repealed, and the said eighth section of 
said act of the 6th of March, 1820, is hereby revived and 
declared to be In full force and effect within the said 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska : Provided^ hov:- 
etMT, That any person lawfully held to service in either 
of said Territories shall not be discharged fi om such 
service by reason of such repeal and revival of said 
eighth section, if such person shall be permanently re- 
moved from such Territory or Territories prior to the 1st 
day of January, 18&8 : and any child or children born 
in either of said Territories, of any female lawfully held 
to service, if in like manner removed without said Teiri- 
tories before the expiration of that date, shall not be, 
by reason of anything in this act, emancipated from 
any service it might have owed had this act never been 
passed: And provided fur^er^ ThAt any person law- 
fully held to service In any other State or Tenitory of the 
United States, and escaping into either the Territory of 
Kansas or Nebraska, may be reclaimed and removed to 
the person or place where such service is due, under any 
law of the United States which shall be in force upon 
the subject 

$ 25. And he it further enacted^ That all other parts of 
the aforesaid Kansas-Nebraska act which relate to the 
said Territory of Kansas, and every other law or usage 
having, or which is pretended to have, any force or effect 
in said Territory in conflict with the provisions or the 
spirit of this act, except such laws of Congress and treaty 
stipulations as relate to the Indians, are hereby repealed 
and declared void. 

Mr. Dunn, havin^r carried a reference to the 
Committee of the Whole, of a bill introduced 
by Mr. Grow, repealing all the acts of the al- 
leged Territorial Legislature of Kansas, now 
moved and carried a reconsideration of that 
vote, and proceeded to the striking out oi 
Mr. Grow's bill and the insertion of his own as 
a substitute. The motion prevailed. Where- 
upon Mr. Dunn moved the previous question on 
ordering this bill to be engrossed and read a 
third timCj which prevailed — ^Yeas, 92; Nays, 8ti 
— ^and then the bill passed — Yeas, 88 ; Nays, 74. 

This bill was not acted on by the Senate. 

The House, iu the course of its action on the 
several Annual Appropriation bills, affixed to 
several of them, respectively, provisos, aboU 
ishing, repealing or suspending the various ob- 
noxious acts of the Territorial Legislature ; but 
all these were resisted by the Senate and werf 
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altimatelj giren up by th.- House, sare one 
appropriating $20,000 for the pay and expenses 
of the next Territorial Legislature, which the 
Senate gave up, on finding itself in serious dis- 
agreement with the House, and thus secured 
the passage of the Civil Appropriation bilL 
Fiaaliy, the two Houses were at odds, on a pro- 
viso forbidding the employment of the Army to 
enforce the acts of the Shawnee Mission assem- 
blage, claiming to be a Territorial Legislature 
of Kansas, when at noon on the 18th of Au- 
gust the speaker^s hammer fell, anouncing the 
termination of the seitsion, leaving the Army 
bill unpassed. But President Pierce imme- 
diately issued a proclamation convening an extra 
session on the 2lst (Thursday), when the two 
Houses reconvened accordingIy,and a full quo- 
rum of each was found to be present. The 
House promptly repassed the army bill, again 
affixing a proviso forbiding the use of the army 
to enforce the disputed Territorial laws, which 
proviso the Senate as promptly struck out, and 
the House as promptly reinserted. The Senate 
insisted on its disagreement, but asked no con- 
ference, and the House (Aug. 22d) by a close 
vote decided to adhere to its proviso : Yeas, 97 ; 
Nays, 93 ; but one of the yeas (Bocock of Va.) 
w»s 80 given in order to be able to move a re- 
conpideration ; so that the true division wus 

96 to 94, which was the actual division on a 
motion by Mr. Cobb of 6a. that the House re- 
cede from its position. Finally, a motion to 
reconsider was made and laid on the table ; 
Yeas, 97 ; Nays, 96 ; and the House thereupon 
adjourned. 

Aug, 23d. — Tiic Senate also voted to ad- 
here*: Yeas, 85 ; Nays, 9. 

Mr. Clayton proposed a committee of Confer- 
ence, to which Mr Seward objected. No ac- 
tion. 

In the House, Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, proposed 
a similiar Committee uf Conference. Objected 
to. 

Mr. Cobb, of Oa., moved that tlie House re- 
cede from its Kansas proviso. Defeated : Yeas, 

97 ; Nays, 100. Adjourned. 

The struggle for the passage of the bill with 
or without the proviso continued until Saturday, 
August 30th, when, several members, hostile 
to the proviso, and hitherto absent, unpaired, 
having returned, the House again passed the 
Army bill with the proviso modified us follows : 

Proffidedj however, that no part of the military force 
of the United States, for the support of which appro- 
priations are made by this act, shall be employed in aid 
of the enforcement of any enactments heretofore made 
by the body claiming to be the Territorial Legislature 
of Kansas. 

The bill passed as reported (under the Pre- 
vious Question) : Yeas, 99 ; Nays, 79 ; and was 
sent to the Senate, where the above proviso 
was stricken out : Yeas, 26 ; Nays, 7 ; and the 
bill thus returned to the House, when the Sen- 
ate's amendment was concurred in : Yeas, 101 ; 
Nays, 97. 

So the proviso was beaten at last, and the bill 
passed, with no restriction on the President's 
discretion in the use of the Army in Kansas ; 
just as all attempts of the House to direct 
the President to have a nolle prosequi entered 
in the case of the Free-State prisoners in Kan- 
sas charged with aiding the formation and 



adoption of the Free-State eonstitation M mfort- 
said, had been previously beaten, aftor preraii- 
ing in the House— the Senate striking them oat 
and the House (by union of nearly all the sap- 
porters of Fillmore with nearly or quite all 
those supporting Buchanan) finally aoquieeoing. 

The 84th Congress reassembled ou the Istof 
December. Since the adjournment from the 
last session the presidential election had taken 
place, resulting in the election of Jamee 
Buchanan as President The popular vote gave 
neither of the three candidates a mi^jority. In 
the Free States the election was hotly contested 
and a very large vote polled. In the Soathem 
States the vote was small, as no issue was pre- 
sented to the people, it being clumed hj 
their respective partisans, that both the candi- 
dates (Buchanan and Fillmore) voted for in 
that section were equally Pro-SUvery. But the 
pro-slavery leaders had declared in favor of 
Buchanan, and he consequently received laife 
majorities in nearly every Slave State. 

On the first day of the session, Kansas aflUn 
came up in the House on an objection to admit 
J. W. Whitfield to a seat as a delegate, the ob- 
jection being that the border ruffian laws oodet 
which he had been elected were '^noU and 
void." 

Mr. Grow spoke against admitting Whitfield, 
and quoted from a speech of Mr. Clayton (a 
short time before his decease) in the Senate. 
Mr. Clayton, in speaking of these laws, said: 

Now, sir, let me allude to that eafajeet wbidi Ji tte 
great cause of all this discord between the two HuuMS. 
The ait^jiuit iniquiUmey oppressive and injtumma iawt 
enacted by the Kansas Legulature, as it is oallad, oogbt 

to be repealed befo.e we adjourn." 

What are these laws ? One of Uiem sends a man to hard 
labor for not less than two years fur dar'ng to d lacuw 
the question whether Slaveiy ex.sta. or dom not ezht. 
in Kansas : not less than two yea.-s— it may be fifty ; mm 
if a man could live as old as MethuselsJi, It ml^ be 
over nine hundred years. That act prohibits all fteodOH 
of discussion In Kansas on the great subject direetly r^ 
ferred to the ezclusive decision of the people la tiwt 
Territory ; strikes down the Uberty of the preaa toojand 
is an act egregiously tyrannical as ever was attOBsptod 
by any of the Stuarte, Tudors ot PlantageneU of la- 
gland, and this Senate persists in dedaring that wo ai« 
not to repeal that I 

Sir, let us tender to the House of Repreaentativw tbt 
repeal of that and all other objectionable and inlkniwiB 
laws that were passed by that Legislature. IlnoladelB 
this denunciation, without any hesitation, thoM aolB 
which prescribe that a man shall not even prartieetav 
in the Territory unless he swears to support tho Fngltlve 
Slave Law ; that he shall not vote at any eleetton, or be 
a member of l^e Legislature, unless he swears to lumMit 
the Fugitive Slave Law ; that he shall not hold any oHM 
of honor or trust there, unless he swears to rapprnt tbt 
Fugitive Slave Law; and you may as well Inqiiote Jail 
such a test oath for any other and every other law. • • 
I will not go through the whole catalogue of the op|ir«> 
sive laws of this Territory. I have done that bolBre te- 
day. There are others as bad as tiiese to whkdi I have 
now referred. .... I will not, on tho other baad^ 
ever degrade myself bv standing for an instant bj " 
a^tominc^U and ii^/umous laws which I done 
here this morning; What I desire now is, that tho I 
of the United States shaU wash its hands of all f 
tion in these iniquities by repealing those laws. 

On Dec. 2nd, President Fierce sent hisannnal 
message to the two Houses of Congress. In re 
ferring to the late election, the President says: 

It is impossible to misapprehend the great prindplv 
which, by their recent poliUcal action, the people of Ito 
United States have sanctioned and announood. 

They have asserted the Constitutional equality of MMl 
and all of the States of the Union as States ; th«r ban 
afllmod the oonstUotkmal oquallty of eaoh and all at ' 
tho citlxons of tho Uaittd States as dtlaoiUi wbaUval 
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^larfMa la upeaniwe, tetlna oiHn to «iolMit itUa at 
tbapaUle mUnL Induced bj tmaa tcmixirUT In tbair 
Amctar.uid U lilata boped tnntl«al Id (bdr laflii~ 

« Sir paUtloal ak]«eM ani) 

I an tba nedircd Hid sidb 

OMrj ooDdHtont •! gnTamment bi oar eountir. Ou Is- 
•Otaflma, triBHd la Iba ipiHt of MnfldeoM Ib Ibe IdM- 
Bhpw and iBtanlly «r tbt pwmla, da not faibU oUhi— 
ShtrlBdMdoalrac aiaiHdaltd (afMbar, M UUok _. 
wriHns, apeecb, or anjr otbar Batbodi ib«t ot pbjileM 
lOrM, tba CouUtatbiB and lb* tot axtUanc* ot Itae 
IMph. IhdartbaihanerotlUinMtUbaitr, aodpTs- 
UatadbjUx iMNMid vmgaiotOa nnnaail tbar 
•Mil, asodMloDi bara been ftrauf bt mmt at tbe 
at«l«, sf hidlTldaak wba, pMtaadlni to aHk sdIj M 
prmmlba vraidol tbebatMUtoBof nararbda tb« 
Bnmt ar hiUuo bcboata EtMM or tba Dnlon,«n laallr 
bflraMd vltta dain to obaoaa tba domtadi butUnUoM 
at nMBf BU«a. Ta aaooiwiIUi tbali oblaOa. IHv 
d«dUBU waBMlTM W tbe adiau taib af danKdaOas 

■*■- " ' ■—" --^ -IB* h tbair »ai, 

■'vfJaneHn.or- 

n'oOkwi ai iiwir MIwcMmih 
laiouhOBt l|M eoBUir, wba do nat parUdpaM irlth 
Urn b tbair uaaalU upon tba OanalUatlOB, ftaaad aaa 
•Awt*dbTaiirlUb«ia,ud oUbalDg tOr (bawlTU«M 
U turn aaaand, aad Ibo blMMnp It bai ooaArad, tbe 

Maad]rMppwt*Ddp>t^lil nraicDM or tbair <l 

narM^aa eblaatwbIA tbay veil ksmr to be 

IMIabAiT aaa. TbcTu«parf(sllr*iraratbaltbcdaDn 
h tba rdallM condlUBD of tba wblta and blacb racat bi 
Ibb Hkxfealdbw Stato^ wbkb tbcr »nM pi«i>ala. la 
banadtbabrlawlUaalbiuitr; tbu to tbcm II la 4 (bi^ 
dBBtlact; tbMUcaaaot b« albiitad bir buy peucAtl 
llMruaaUaUtr 0( Ibdn; tbat lar tbcra, ud tb<8— - 
tHUA tbvaradtlBaa^UuoalypMbto tiaac 

— *- •■■ •■ • ■-« dtlaa, and raTaaad I 

1, asd A tbara ta bmiU 




la refereace Ut the repeal of tbe Hiw 
Comproiniee, and tbe legiala.Uve povec of Goa- 
- - the Tetrilories, the Prcfiideut any* : 

jiWBt vblcb eitaUlihed the resIMcilTe p>- 
graphical UiW| wat ao 
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propOHd to aoqalcace In In funbei api^coilna ta tbi 
ierntoiy u^nlrad Iv the DnJIed Suil<» trum Uexioi. 
Hot tlili prgpoiltlsD WBi •accautnllr reililed bf the re- 
proeBUIlna from Uie Honheni Slalai, win, regudlcai 

" ' idBpqoMplylnsfiiJltlcllQnIoiiH 

vheUier Irlng niTih or soath sr 
It u a latWaUre compromlM, aad, 
lorUi, iiendilenUf Tlalnling the egai- 



la uy acBK, whatbcr airopeciatlHKonii a 
and « In eHiet It waa treat*! on Uie ocMjlnn 
™i,.i™ of Itaa Suite ot California, and Uw o 
' ' '" vlifeilu,ClahBsil » 
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B. InnloiigMrieaat 
1 arnDunI, and after Ihe noil 

.»..».-» ,,-~_..-- , tbaflapt«nio Court of tJ>fl United 

gtalei had Inaltr delendBtd tldi point In entj bum 
aBdHlrUcb■faeqBeIUoacaBldartK,wlKUle^a•■b<^lll« 
onblle or prlvito right*— la qoetllOBi at the patille do- 
miji, of nUlgioD, of nsTlgailDn, u>d ofterrliude. 
Tbe several Suua of Uie Union are. by force of iba 
■ ■ letf lUUw power. &«- 

onieitlo rdutan In the 



ttv anaiaTor lo pnpare tba pei^a *l tba UBiled 
■hub to <MI war by dolaf a«ai7tUac la tbair pswei- 
M daprlw tbe OanMllaUoB aad tba lawi ot moral 

ippMlitafa^aBBndaeo>iaaalpn]Bdlce,br IndoctTii' mooumoii uferror'aad'a beacoD of warning to i^ 
«■■> lliiiailaaltbnBlpnwal^atrad.aBd b^edDcH- i»{iiator and the lUiicwian. To repeal It wiu be only to 
be ikaiB >• ilaad taoa to be* ■• eoamki, nubai tb&n rcmaie ImperfecUon from tbe Mataiei, wlihoui aSWilnc, 



It la bf ttia tceon ot lacb BBwarraataUe la 
•■•In aad domaMlt, tbat the nladi of Btny, 
IDMBldiwi, bar* baaa aa InAaaiad lot* tbe 
■nilaiiiiiallniinf Ihii damaitlo iBaUutleu at tb 
ItMao, aa at l«Hth ta ptM luaenglblr >o alni< 
iHMliiBili baatwu lowaid tbilr MJow^tkei 
itWM,ud tbBa,iBally,ta liH lata tbe (em 
towablp wltb the ayowea and aotlTa eaaialai o 
ittbrtloo. Aid*otlyBtlaeb«d lo llbertrlB tbi 
ibcr do »*■>«)" osBaidiB rraeHeally bow 
Ihv ««bM aUalB caa b* aeaoBipUibDd, Bor 
■baticrenlt lb* erll ware a* (laal ai tbcy dc 
ban no raaady to apply, and that II can bo < 
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_._ , repaalcdbj 

„ jnxreia, Ib a eUOM oT Ibo act orfasUBg tba 

lentMrieaotKaniu andHibraika, thai, repeal wu made 
ota wide ipreadand daoceroafl airltaUoiL 
Cfed that Um orlfinal enactauBt belni b 
compact of perpeinal moral oblliitlau, Ui repeal eoit- 
-'uuad an odloiu breaeh of talUi. 
On the motion to print the Messbge and bd- 
impanjiag doGuiaeats, Hr. Hale, of If, HI, 
id: 
IlookOBibe maHiaof tba FrtaldaaS Ubiuil •• 




iW t'wwJ «uiM> ■ Uiurp." It imufrmphfi* anilir. 

•Ml^ UM BwtlllHrf Bf Itrt ITffXlJ, la ** to idBB I17 fOm 

aiikiMM naliv" 1 ut* abfimil In the lilitorjor iha 
>uai Ch ui-iuka BttmlUuipt In nj Motlua a(ib(«>iuiU7, 
kut aiKl ta»i In HmI aaailun whk£ Iba PnMcol umiu, 

■■■■III waauiiiUiiiial dMtuiia »r tha paaplt'i ablium* 
iiutw aiKl 4allM w allliani Rolnit to tha peUa Id Ibc 
iwuoiM •( >Mr (liolln Irualilia. Agmfn, air, I bm 
u>4 hHid ttuw > aliicla eIIUmi el Uioi* Siataa an Intbak- 
iKu, Uui ir IhayiliwiM fkll la Uw cinvaat won vbkk 

.. __ t... .... 1 — J 1- -LI.), (l^_ ,„„ ■trlTlDK ■- 

Hla oft"- " 



■ tuajMlif lu Ou rMBdla of Mm Osv 



Ui. riuwitrd, ofN. Y., rnOd: 
'fha Vradilant, I llillk, liM dapirlad f 
biiui-H nUcli «■• wall aataliUahad h; U> prBdacamn', 
UmL kiu Ig (KiuBua Uii ■nnual naaa^xa or &• IiceullTa 
u ImliluiUa luiUai* or UiiiliUiin wbCoh moM ••cai- 
•iUllir uoouitf lb* atwMlpn of Conlrcai, uat labn 
iktrUMU lUainita, aiannlnji ■monl tba paoult^ to the 
i'4iiiaiaiirktluB kud taflsatlDa at lb* paspla ihaaialirai. 
nibl'fiHlilauiur iha UuUad Ktata* ITH Iba On* oiw,I 
IhUik, Ml <la|>art frum Uial auwaa In Ma Inanfonl Ad- 
■buui ud. If 1 HBaaihar ari|ht, b* eontiuiiod lUa 
•kiiaihua bi Ui Iral luaaiagi and aacond maaaafa. He 
baa Ihkh UHwri aetad, ar ratbar unraftnuwd Id mi crro- 
uaHiuonanai ba iiiaa lbrMi|b la Iha tad la tb* ume 
MuiaK I au wllUiut, fur b)> ovb part, tbal be, flke aU 
tha [ml ut aa, abaU hara bli apaadi—aball aailgo bli 
••HMua aul Ua vliKHnatlan IM Ida poUe^. I do pot 
■tmaU— Ma iVI*i I da not illaput* It. mMterai 1 
Iwia (hBiubl aagaaaarj lu aukialt la abf potilcii or mj 
.MiHabjawu la rafard to Uia caaraaa irbbh li put, hu 
haau aaluulHad Lu Iba rlaht tlaia, In Ibc tight plua, aod 
i uual, lu Iha ilglil aplrli. I am •tUUdc to allow thx 
Piwlddil ut Uia Uullul Mataa Iha aama Dpportoallr 
i>ljbh JIM aud I aud all aUiira bava tsjaral. 

Hi UaMiii, ur Va., »ld : 

Vi PiaddiMiUuiMaalanlaud sbithialaaclUUasot 
^uiMUuiia iwuuacud with ilia InuluiloB of SUrarr, baa 
Mi-HgkL I au aalhlad, Iha public adnd In Ibeaa ItaM* 
■hoa Iha bMlliUliui pranlla, la Iha eonTlcUoB tbat Iha 
V'Mait'lbiHalthallMIIUIIIaBraattwIAlheiBaelTtaand 
4tali IbuiHHlna uBljr. TliarafHB, al ibla day, wbaa It ta 
Jilt vWaniio al baualora agalB to Mag that buUtotloa 

«ii,aaiiua<>t Iha HapraaaolallTeiotltaa BODlb,Itaka 
-> (wlbM bilaraM In Iba dlacaaalon, or In Iba oplnlaa 
«kbh h autarlaluad al Itaa Norib la ralatkin Is II, Ibao 
« U luair iwuHcui Iha knpa that Ihara Ib a public mU- 
vcHl at ttia Mulh jat raiuaLnLBf, wbldi nulMB wUb lbs 
wiilh III Lba daalm u partialual* ibt DdIod, and tbal, bj 
At aU u( tbal puhlla aanllaiaat at tha Naith, tba Caltn 



IB ilMfc MMOa ill If w» M nWm 

Ij ■iiiiMilimiiiMli 1 tthoaadiMl* 

ihiB tha r II Mf III r iiiimiiii iiiii ■ 
" - -«lMa 

st: 

tefaS 

__„_-UtODMP^hBBa 

rlabt to lathfala ftr ft* IWilUita *f tb* DBM (Irta^ 
andte udadaBhnr&aB th^ Itavsn IMAMaBi 
BdBadBm to rcndBi (hat pawai. n baa a liibt to aft 
of Iba Fn^lani, BBl tk* eounr. tbM k Bball feajadgad 
brba aps and awrad dadailUM. and ahllnat ba 

_-i . — 1. I., ^j^ MibniaiMiiliid la ttL 

Btsllba CnlMd etalaa. thi 
lada banns* oalr Uiaa Ifeaaa 
at aslr ttat lli^r bara fMa 

dsetriDiB bs^le "toibi parpataHy rflha Uidan. S*m, 
-*- ■-■ — aaphg»t*^,lhaHdoaotknBirf««h 




H, Hbt lb* BSD b lUa Eonbv, ■!■ 
Is ia dbadookla, that aqwd, aUdi, 
naaaHfltuaanfllMMriHa, 



MBalasCai^lM 
hBTB. H ajkafc aa 



, ra larnlr Ibao la a^othKlha 

luUla asuUuMM o( lbs Northli 1 mallar IndUmn to 
41, basauis 1 au aplB, va baT« ailalBad Iba ooD>l» 

■■t, and ahatiM Ml, wkh Iha paepU sf Iba Btataa onlr 
«&KalbFnnlh. 
%. Whoa, •TUMI., Mid: 

^ »!*«■»• ha katB audt Ib tUa 

^—^- — iHartbtni^daalorib* 



"^■UCsuri'S 



fltoaait (sppoitad Iba DaawsaUs paiCT. Ik* mh 
aoDlhare beann ban bean dartancd daihw tba liM 



floated In the brens. 

ilr. Pagh, of Ohio^ d 
againn the ctyulniction pat on cntam pull of 
t£e mesBBGe bj o(b«r Seuton. He mU : 

K7 osllMfBS (Mr. Wada) aaarta that.lba Fl^llW 
baa aoplsjed Iballoaa ivaa bi afaallBi of b 1bi|b 
BBBbo'otsareoamsasooslltaBnlaLWbOTOIsd IbrOii 
rrnuot Bt Iba iMltlntbiB. It tba dIotm — Bag 
fa aiv aKBB, I ahoaU Bdtovllb a; eoaawM fa lb« 
ea ai i lanni BliBB wblcb ba baa prawnmaad ; «ar al tt aa^l 
noU haTS daptorod Iba alaotlaa af (M. VnaaaM aa ttt 
aiiBlMliBlaiallj Ibal maldbliMI Hu l»MllMlt*». 
Itatl bOBDd t* raodar mytribMa at i^apaag Uttt 
hsnoit, patriotic bat *i I Ihtak, nAfoldad, (ObMB •( 
OUo, whs TBlad tbr Urn. Iba para#rub warn MM 
my coneagBa baaad Ibia BaaBaafiBa,T tb (M«U* I 
Bov uDd Is lb* •seralaiT'iAaA fflai* tba nanlar . 
ind Ibc par* at tba BiaajiqBatadabiia, ba^iifcfc 

■boDida lo -ifJiiMtr as Crlao^*^ It b (osMlBMd Mti 
Pngb) Impsaslbte tbat tUa paaagiaph AoaU ayitr H 
Iba anamban of lba BapaMtwn paSty, U, la aav hbbM^ 
Ibardo BOt abnat thaabelltlanbyO»BWifiaiB» 
wUUb tbs Btats. It la dhaated afflt thai »b» b J 
' iBslitBa. It rafM to ttw Bad wbaalh* laMK 

Maaa; (bir. Wlbaa) aod Ibo aaaawr Cms mkM 

[Ml Tim iiiiiiil lliiiiiiaiili ■ baia d aiiiiiil aai Iba l«w 

THK LECOUPTOS OOKBTITCTIOV. 

On the Bth December, ISST, Fretldent B» 
chaaBD traiuuuIUed to GiHiffreM Ua fint atrnd 
mesiage. He deiotei coniiderBble apaob to Ikf ' 
subject of SlaTerj, giTioE a hSAlorj of tlw liiimfli 
tioD of the Leoompton ConatitiidoD for Kmm, 
and annotiaciiig the doobine thgt tha Congtftfr' 
Lion of lu own force cairiea SUrerr Into blL At 
Territoripa. ^leaUne of thii gobjaet, ha fl^; 
" Id emerging from the ooadiUon of tgiiUwW 
dependeDce into thit of a Eorertign SWbl^ft 
wag their dntj, in my opinion, to iwike kniM' 
their will by the Toteg of the majority, « 
direct qneatloo, whether thii Important dai 
ioBtiluiioD ahould or gbould not confiwM 
uitl .'" and that the ilaTee nowin T-"-t- ■* «i 
brought into the Tenilon onder the 
tion of the United Stbtea." 

The following ia the part of tha i 
rtfeiring to Kanaaa aflUig : 



THE LEOOMPTOK CONSTITUTION. 



IIS 



II !■ mikMcmuT to itate in detail the alarming con- 
SUtii of tbt Territory of Kansas at the time of my in* 
Mgaratlon. The opposing parties then stdbd in hostile 
■rraj against each other, and any accident might have 
TCl|ght«d the names of civil war. Besides, at this critical 
— m e m tw Kansas was left without a govei nor by the 
■wigiiatiiin of €k>yemor Ckary. 

Ob Um IMi of February previous, the Territorial legls- 
lalare had passed a law providing for the election of de- 
isgatea on the third Monday of June, to a convention 
to meet on the first Monday in September, for the pur- 
Mie of flraming a eonstitatlon preparatory to admission 
■Ao the Union. This law was in the main fidr and Just ; 
and It li to be regretted that all the qualified electors 
had not registered themsdves and voted under its pro- 



Mt th« time of the election for delegates, an extensive 
flq^aniaatlon exteted in the Territory, whose avowed ob- 
Ja& It was, if need be, to put down the lawful govem- 
■MoA bjr force, and to establish a government of their 
•VB onder the so-called Topelca Constitution. The per- 
MMUi attadied to this revolutionary organisation ab- 
■hihuril ttoBk taking any part in the election. 

She act of the Territorial lei^latore had omitted to 
■lOTldo for sobnltting to the people the constitution 
vfcleh BiUht be fhuned by the Convention ; and in the 
teaKod nato of public feeling throughout Kansas, an 
mppnhmuSon. extensively prevailed that a design ex- 
Mod to force upon them a constitution, in relation to 
flavfliy, against their irilL In this emergency it became 
■qr Aitj, as It was my unquestionable right, having in 
mv m union of all good cltlsens in support of the Ter- 
Ittoclal laws, to express an opinion on the true construc- 
tton of the provisions concerning Slavery contained in 
Am onanlc act of Congress of the 80th May, 1864. Con- 
jnas declared it to be **the true intent and meaning of 
flib act not to legislate Slavery into any Territory or 
fliate. nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the peo- 
ale ibcreof perfectly flree to form and regulate their 
iomartki Immtotions in their own way." Under it 
Ifansas. ** when admited as a State," was to ** be re- 
•dved ioto the Union with or without Slavery as their 
•postftaUon may prescribe at the time of their admis- 

Md Conmai mean by tUs language that the delegates 
•lactad to flrame a constitution, should have authority 
fiaalbr to dodde the queiaion of Slavery, or did they in- 
lpad,>j leaving it to the people, that the people of Kan- 
■pa tbonaalvea should dedde this question by a direct 
iwUT On this sufcdect I confess I had never entertained 
a aarloBa dooM, and, therefore, in my instructions to 
flovaroor Walker of the 88th March last, I merely said 
ttat wbea " a constttotion shall be submitted to the peo- 
ple ef the Tenitory, they must be protected in the exer- 
4ai of their ris^ of voting for or against that instru- 
i^eat^ and the uir expression of the popular will must 
BOi be Intemqited by firand or violence. '* 

. In enres^g this opinion it was far from my inten- 
wm to interfere with the decision of the people of Kan- 
aai^ either for or agidnst Slavery. From this I have 
afarv* earefolly abstained. Intruste<l with the dutv 
af'M taking oare that the laws be faithfully executed," 
B|^ on|j deilre was that the people of Kansas should 
flualah to Congress the evidence required by the organic 
MtA, whether for or against Slavery ; and in this man- 
Bar emooth their passage into the Union. In emerging 
fkiHB the condition of Territorial dependence Into that of 
a iovenign State, it was their duty, in my opinion^ to 
makm known their will by the votes of the majority, on 
Iha dbaet option, whether this important domestic in- 
imriJOB would or should not coimnius to eooUL In- 
oind tUa waa the only possible mode in which their will 
eaald be aathentically ascertidned. 
..-9bf eleetton of delegates to a convention must neces- 
mgrUgf take nlaoe in separate districts. From this cause 
It mar reamly happen, as has often been the case, that 
a.»Mnrity of the people of a State or Territory are on 
jnaalda of a qneauon, whilst a majority of the r^resen- 
IbiUm from the several districts into whieh it is divided 
■■J be vpon the other side. This arises from the fact 
that in aome districts delegates may be elected by small 
Wifarltlea. whilst In others those of different soitlments 
iBMr Deceive majorities sufficiently great not only to 
e % iBroea s e the votes given for the former, but to leave 
a larie auvJority of the whole people in direct oppo- 
rfdoB to a majority of the delegates. Besides, oar his- 
IMJ ymvea that iafloeaoea may be brought to bear on 
fta rap r e aen t at ive sufficiently powerful to induce him to 
dbr^pud the will of his ooostUoents. The truth is, that 
Be other autheotic and sMlsfoetoiy mode exists of 
aaaaiialiilin the will of a minority of the people of any 
Btata er T«ntoty on an Important and exdting ques- 
Hbb like that of Slareisr In aansas, except by leaving It 



to a direct vote. How wise, then, was It for Congress to 
pass over all subordinate and intermediate agencies, 
and proceed dlrectlv to the source of all Ic^timato 
power under our institutions 1 

How vain would any other principle prove in pra» 
tice ! This may be illustrated by the case ; f Kansas. 
Should she be admitted into the Union with a coostito- 
tion either maintaining or abolishing Slavery, against the 
sentiment of the people, this could have no other effect 
than to continue and to exasperate the existing agita- 
tion during the brief period required to make the con- 
stitution conform to the irresistible will of the majority. 

The friends and supporters of the Nebraska and Kan- 
sas act. when struggling on a recent occasion to sustain 
its wise provisions before lie great tribunal of the Ame- 
rican people, never dI£Gs ed about Its true meaning on 
this subject. Everywhe e throughout the Union they 
publicly pledged their faith and their honor that they 
would cheeifully submit the question of Slavery to the 
decision of the oonajlde people of Kansas, without any 
restriction or qualificatitin whatever. All were cordially 
united upon the great doctrine of popular sovereignty, 
which is the yi^al principle of our firee Instltations. Had it, 
then, been insinuated from any quarter that it would be 
a sufficient compliance with the requisitions of the or- 
ganic law for the members of a convention, thereafter to 
be elected, to wItKliold the^uestion of Slavery from the 
people, and to substitute their own will for that of a 
If^lly-ascertained majority of all their constituents, tills 
would have been instantly rejected. Everywhere they 
remained true to the resolution adopted on a celebrated 
occasion recognising " the right of the people of all the 
Territories— including Kansas and Nebraska, acting 
through the legally and fairly expressed will of a major- 
ity of actual residents, and whenever the number of 
their Inhabitants Justified it — to form a constitution with 
or without Slavery, and be admitted into the Union 
upon terms of perfect equality with the other States." 

The Convention to f. ame a constitution for Kansas 
met on the first Monday of September last. They were 
called together by virtue of an act of the Territorial 
legislature, whose lawful existence had been recognized 
by Congress in different forms and by different enact- 
ments. A large proportion of the citizens of Kansas did 
not think proper to reg'ster their names and to vote at 
the election for delegates ; but an opportunity to do this 
having been fairly afforded, their refusal to avail them- 
selves of their right could in no manner affect the legal- 
ity of the convention. 

This Convention proceeded to ft-ame a constitution for 
Kansas, and finally adjourned on the 7th day of No- 
vember. But little difficulty occurred in the Convention, 
except on the subject of Slavery. The truth is, that the 
general provisions of our recent State constitutions arc 
so similar, and, I may add, so excellent, that the differ- 
ence between them Is not essentlaL Under the earlier 
practice of the Government, no constitution flramed by 
the convention of a Territory preparatory to Its admis> 
sion into the Union as a State had been submitted to the 
people 1 trust, however, the example set by the last 
Congress, requiring that the constitution of Minnesota 
" should be subject to the approval and ratification of 
the people of the proposed State," may be followed on 
future occasions. I took it for granted tiiat the Conven- 
tion of Kansas would act in accordance with tills exam- 
ple, founded as it is, on correct principles ; and hence 
my instructions to Governor Walker, in favor of sub- 
mitting the constitution to the people, were expressed in 
general and unqualified terms. 

In the Kansas-Nebraska act, however, this reauire* 
ment, as applicable to the whole constitution, had not 
been inserted, and the Convention were not bound by 
its terms to submit any other portion of tiie instrument 
to an election, except that which relates to the " domes- 
tic institution " of Slavery. This will be rendered clear 
by a simple reference to its language. It was *' not to 
legislate Slavery into any Territory or State, nor to 
exclude It therefrom, but to leave the people thereof per- 
fectly free to form and r^ulate their doiAwtio institu* 
tions In their own way.** According to the plain con- 
struction of the sentence, the words '^domestic institu- 
tions ** have a direct as they have an appropriate refeiw 
ence to Slavery. ^ Domestie institutions " are limited to 
the family. The relation between master and slave and 
a few others are *' domestie institutions," and are en- 
tirely distinct from institutions of a political character. 
Besides, there was no qaestion then before Congress, nor 
Indeed has there since been any serious question before 
the people of Kansas or the country, excapt that which 
relates to the " domestic institotion " of Slavery. 

The Convention, after an angry and excited debate, 
finally determined, by a majority of only two, to submit 
ih« question of Slarsiy to the people, though at the laai 



A POLITICIL TETT-BOOK FOR 1880. 



r-tLr« of Iha Dhf dclcgilct p 
lirp! msjorilj or the OonTCntl 



ivir, BTOTldlog Sw tin trtBUIUan from » Terriloriil to » 
Suta (onmiiHDt, Ihe qiinUoB h». beiD Wrij »nd oi- 
nUdllr rttartH to the people, whether the. wlU hiT» ■ 
<DD>11iutlan '■ with or wflboutllivery." It decUru ttiU, 

"S bt''en™"oo"^™^rir''«dnil»£iii Into the Union 



.n»l iheir I show thit tho Preiiidcnt did not UMn to 
recamin^nd" tbe Lecomptoa Conatitatloil, bat 
tliat lie oal; 

lies idopled bj t^i] gtula — u Ibe CoutllndOB of Uu ~ ' - - - 
■-- .efsn li— for u to daddg upon It DDdar on 
ilWUt]r, "It J« proper," eitd Mr. D., " U 
k... ihn. raferrod it u ui H ■ OM 
I u frdmiolitntlTe 



"coniUlBtloturlthEoSLsteiJ," •' Uion the trtlcli . 
Tiding tot glmT«i7 ihull be alricken (ron tlie comtllu- 
tloD ijjUn pnrtdenl of this Oonvenllon ; ' ind It li 
eEpra4lr doclu^d th&t "no aiaverx iTiall eil*ti- »■■* 
Sttts ot Kuuu, exeept ibLt the right or prope 




directir or indirectly, 1/ tbs AdodntatrUhni bb« la p«- 

Mr. Froldent, I uu Dot g^glo itopud latiiN bn 
Lf the Nebruka bill, irtileta uld lb* Hopla ilianU k* 
■ft p«rtecILy fees to fonn (heir sannllaHOD fiv tt^ 
:l>u, uithoilied Iho Pnaldent. « tba OablHt, «r Sa*- 
rnor Walker, or Bof other Terrllailia oOoar, to U» 



war, before ihe cm again raiVe np the 
. It ii high time thiiihould bed) 



S°"er)- er^U; bul^!f!lVo"°p eater IhS pl^lilon would 

Urought'lnto the Te^to"1mder the ConsUlutlon of Uw 
United SUte«, and ate now tho properly of Iheir mai- 
te.i. Tbli point hai at leDgtb been finally decided bj^ 
Ihe l.lifheit Judicial tribunal of the country— and Uili 
upon Ihe plain principle that when a oonfederacj of 



Wieti Slarery. 

Mr. Dodo las on Lktometos. 

Ur. Donglal, nho Tery early joined in the dp. 

b.iW. on tho I'rcsidt'nt'a Message, kt first i&ij 

V.e dissented from tho Tiewa of the PreaiJeut in 

■ogai'd 10 KuDfvis, Uul afterward endeavored lo 




Itdata^ a wilUs 

hil^'ia'anhorll^ ind 1b Ika 
._.lal and NaUanal aonranat, 

^ ,_.. it BaniaadnilDC tba alaeHai at 

lelegateg, and each ooe of them plednd Mmailf to tki 
people that no anim ludgmrat wai to b* takoi ; thM Ikt 
ioniUiuUon waa lo beiuhmltttdlotlKpaoidaltarMaivt- . 
i-art or rejection: that It would ha Told nnlea Itaat na 
ione: that the AdmlidetratloB would ipoinvidaoeaBltit 
1 ilolatloD at the prlndplei oB whlob ft oarae law powv, 
and that a Hemocratlo Conarot would burl II fron ttafr 
preaencs aa aa Intuit to iheberaoerati wholtoodpl^M 






Ildnk Ibat It waa win 

lare Kdjonnad. Ibar 

latlon into ttaat eltalM 

' pirtr, wid wMbM 
a. I WMl40lMl 

deaoddM ' 

or EauDiiirth 

5, numlngaialnK tba iii — ■ . 

', wai caoraalBg swarr pMtaf 

:rlne of eubmlttiiig tba eaMI- 

II lo intimate the ebarge Mial 
not Intend to wrnronlttat 



being defeated by an oTtrwhelnilnir Tote, the 
•f Iha legiilature, and harTng tleeled their 
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UK. DOtJQIOS OX LECOUPTOS. 

CnaitDtliia uiMnblfiL ud the 

1. J A i„n 

baskiog tffltem 



U asmplMe tbslr work. 
"—w let iu itop u> liir[u1r« boir Iher ndHmed t 
' iH IhB conitUutloii to the peogik, Tb 
make ft cooitltDdoa. Tbeo llicy nuki 
■BDeaaUp in vmch thvx pTDTUe ttaal the cDaiiltmlon, 
Am flit of DecsDba— 4th preeeDb monlh — iitt,i\ be n 
^ttad ts *U the ftowijM* Inhabltwita ol Itae Teirllorr 
Hal 4«j,IDrthclrfr« te^iUiKeorrcfectlat ■-••-• 
hntiag muuMT, to wit: Iliiu ukBOHtedgiD 
■ ■ - "tatluvUlofthe 







Out tlin hi4 » ilibt lo put It Into operMlon irLthDst 
nUHBf tt to the people \ prorUliif In Ibe Iselnnoenl 
It •boon tehe dnct trom mod iTler the dute of hi 



!d hr iMr ftee accept- 




HMwObaTOiMnUdltf 

■llMihiliiii li mbnlued . ... .... 

wbm an men (re it UbeRj to ceme forwird Freely, vUh- 
Ml bMnnee, ud *Die for II, bnt ng mm Ig peniAted to 



ItW^, Jut M yga pbque. Kfou Tole forNipoIeoD, sU li 
van I Tot* anlut Mm, iiul jsu tre to bg traimtlr 
AMT DiU «u ■ fill eteelkin. (Uugliter.) Thlielec- 
ganh lofceomi^Mr. All men In tinr of the eonU- 

A Wbynot MtbtniTole igdnR lit Ipienmajou 
>■*« and wMoj ■ min tUa qantlan. I fan* uked a 
Wj lufe aiimbtr oC llw genUemea irlw fnmed tike eon- 
ribitfep, qiHa ■ number of de1et*lea. ud & Mil largei 
■nAw ot pvMoa wfao an their Mendi, end I hATe re- 
irivMlhSHmeaanrertnimeverTanteilfaem. I octh 



hMi ToMd down bj 



(he United BtadH and the 

(undamptUal prlDclpIci of liberty upon wfaioh aur Initltv- 

" '" " " 'OB to »rgiH! the qnoBion whether 

ilUbed Lo that coutUatlon Ii *1k 
ihall be no moDopoliei, but then 
■hdl be oD( bank oC laue In (he Butt, iclUi two branchei. 
AIllhuTelo ur on that point KUI^j want abai^lna 
lystem.letlhembaTeitill therdonot want it, let Ihtm 
ptnhlbltn. If thejwantabankwhfatwabiauiWbelt 
"-Ifthef waDlti>eD^,ltligDneof mjbudDCH; indtt 
ttennot tome whether one of them iball be on the north 



. . .'llitbllllf for Uia iMixn d( Ooienior and Ueuk-Oo- 
veroor rroulrei tweulf rein* cttkienihlp lo the United 

iia« unill he hu been here tweBl; Tcan, Ihfj bsie a 
-'^ht to thlnkio; and If amajorllrofthe people of Ku- 



lodcliyitem which we tiled In II line la, bcl abandoned 

nd of It and abandoo It, be 11 k ; bat It I were a 

Itiiali on that BulJccN and deteal ft If I could. Tn 1 
ivenoDtJccUonlolhelrhaT^Dlltll ther wanllti U a 

lalnofree negro ihaU be permllUdJoUcBlcKaniie. 1 



b onrwliebnlng majorttf 



Mr. Pnddent, thM uu; b« tme. It b no part of mj 
piBwa to itaj the proportion that that eamtHottoa 
wo«U httra baen Toled dam IT nbDltled to the people. 
I ballsTe K woBld ban been Toted down b; a majiirltf 



» any br twentr to 



BOMltl 



d Itr What doea tl 



ai «!• oniOlerahlj oppsaed to thai 



MOriltmlaDf Win >oa force b on them a^nrt tbelr 
«K Aapb bscaiiBe mej wonld ban rated U down II jroci 
tadaoDiahad tbemT If fan wU, in fou lobw to IbrcE 

k ■HoOMmundn the plea oTi-' — ■■'- — *- 

to nam aad regalato tbelrdoE 
•mwart lathatlhamodala 






Uve Uierc, and If Uiej aie not going to do ao, how tbej 

So rou inaj go on with aU the dllereDt clatiHi of thi 
ConiutulbD. Thajmaybe all tight; the/ may be al 

Uaglatrate of the United Blalci 1« not warih anjlhlng a 
a right 10 judge tor themtelTei; anS neltber Fred 



Icipeka'^'nitllutlon. ' 
ilont'were, Whjl 1 



__..£geofllMfaiet,andtb 

ftr ay ^nanj, that tlier wonld ba ao . . 

Hmfae ai to iota down Iha eongtUulIoa If T bad glreti 

fbmamippoitiinltf tobecoiiHlMdabontItT I good thing apon I 

ttr,^ dear Tow ngfat, or mine, to fanulreof theoe pee- dolhat whloh Iw 

■to what thatr objeetlona to that oonailtiitlo 

!■«• ari^tojndt* for tbemaehea wheUie 

li It laod ona, and nuobJetthuiBblr. It li not latlifai^orf < 
'--H to ban (ha Prnddentaar, In hia menage, that thti 



a ii an admirable oe 



en recently mined, mielhe 



ItitJ ouflit to be uUiOed ; and poaiiljly II mlgJii t> 
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Hon. Lm «• uk, ilr, li the Bl««ry cUu« fiir]i lub- 
nUteil, •oHiBttfaeptopltcuiToielurDrutliiitlir Hap- 

palla BDd ttj, •• I desire lo ioIb to mik. Kuiu > HiTB 
Hive: hfM la mj b^ot." Ibtj «iiIt lo ms, "Ur, 

|il(H*^^ "O^nol" iMtmr.-'lcnaolToii! for Ui'ii 
iiDDgUUMIon emudtnllouiilj— I un i>p|Kweil lo the cUui 
b7 which roD loiwM «rUi)a rtllroulii In ludi ■ vij u i 

ai>[e." Thej nplr, "Tins for ihii eoDnltutlDii Bn 
iwd Llien jDu gan ToM to make It ■ FmSUtvgcilhcnriE. 
tan CBDQOt." Thai Uwj dliqiullly (tot Im'Stkte 

VlStOODlUlOllOlnUWJi" 



thc^npl,. "Ton ..or 






•Dta ■ &((4(iCg OnuiltatMn, ih* hH ■ 



/ can nut wA«Mv U U 






panied liy a ipecial Metsue nronrljr 

urging the admiicion of Keuisu as a State nndtr 
thb notuiitutioii. (The follciniag is a brief 
RUtemciit in regiird to the origin of tba L» 
camptoii Constitution :) 

The tint Territoriiil Legi«l«liire pawed u ad 
in 18SS lu take the MDse of the people on tbt 
call oF ■ Coiirention to form ■ State GonHho- 
election in Oct^ 18iS0. Aocordbiglj, 
an election waii held at which abont 2,500 Totei 
were polled. Hie Free-SlaCe men not tmId;. At 
thifl election, a new legiibkture was electtd, all 
Fro-SluTeiy, wliich met \a Jin^ 1857, and !■ 
uoiiEonnilT with [he Toteof 2,GO0 atthepreoe^ 



,n,l=orll,otU 



iLoulur oliuiB Iflave Lhe pvopte perfecrtr tnt to rot* fjr 
or ■galnil flaTvry u IhejebooHf Ami free to ToLe a^ 
t ei loia on Ihi tUtirerf qiMrtion, If *ou IcU dib I ihali 
noc Tot* on It nolU I nt< !at thg UilDe Liquor La. r 
km 1 freelo Toteon tbe l!laTer7qLieHliop,ir fuu toll mc 







hof %M^ 



Soon after thLi, Qor. Walker went to I 
anil publiehed an addreai to the people InwhU 
lie aaanrud them of hu determioatioD to ibi 
e»erj menim in liia power to prerent all diaontor 
md Tlolencc. He peraosded the Free-Stata laMi 
to go to the polli and Tole. An ot|jMlim 
which Ihej urged waa, that in 10 out of tli* II 
(wuiiiies 110 regi^irj had been made, and thatti 
IS out of the 19 no cenaug bad been taken, M 
t)iat it was linposaible for the peo[de tO TOta ll 
Lhoae coiintica. These facta are conflnned bf 
Oov. Wallter and Secretary Stanton. 

The election Tor delegates to the Conrentinn 
HHs held on the IGtb of June. The TrM-Slate 
men did uotTote, for the reaioDJuat mentioned 
and alxo (sa the;r stated,) that the; had no mnl- 
deuce in the offloerg who were to hold (ho dee- 
tion, and because the CanatituUon whlah night 
be formed, must, in the opinion of Got. Walkar, 
□e submitted to a Tot« of all tiie people for latl- 
flcation or rejection, whether tbej TOted at tUs 
election or not. The eatire toCo for dcl^tM 
■raa onlj about S,SUO. 

The delegates elected aaMmbled in OonVen- 
iioaatLecompton,8ept. Slh, batsoona^jonmed 
aver to October, lo await the reault of tbe Ttr> 
ritorial Election On the Grat Honda; of that 
month. At tbia Territorial Election, bot^ par- 
lies Doniiiiated candidates. At the raqneat of 
Sot. Walker, a.Ort) U. 9. troops were in the Ter- 
ritory , and thej were stutioned so as t« pnrteot 
the polls aa itiuch aa poMible. Over elerea 
ihonsajid votes were po'led, after rdeadng 
i,80b Hi fraudulent and irregular, 1,600 of whi^ 
were relumed from the Oit'ord pteclnct, where, 
iccording to the cenauH, there were but 48 TOteia, 
iind twelve hundred from HcOm Gonnt;, wbm 
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GO poO was openeiL The re^aU of thiit election 
was, the Free-State party carried the legi:*latire 
and the delegate to Congress. 

The Convention reassembled in October, ac- 
eording to adjoamment, and formed the Consti* 
ration now so famous as the Lecompton Const!* 
tution. When it became known tliat the Con- 
vention had refused to submit the entire con- 
Htitation to a vote of the people for ratification 
or rtjection, and had submitted only a proposi- 
tion in regard to Slavery, and that in a Coriii and 
under a test oath which would prevent the Free- 
State people from voting, there was great excite- 
ment in the Territory, threatening bloodshed. 
Under these circumstances. Acting Gov. Stanton 
oalled (Gov. Walker had resigned) an extra ses- 
sion of the Territorial Legislature. The legisk- 
tare assembled Dec. 17 th, and passed an act to 
nubrnit the Lecompton Constitution fairly to a 
▼ote of the people on the 4th of January next, 
following, the time fixed by the Lecompton con- 
vention for the election of State officers under 
(hat constitution. 

On the 21st of Dec, the vote was taken in the 
manner prescribed by the Convention, and re- 
sulted as follows : 



"For the ooBsUtutioi^with Slavery** 
** JbNT the cOMtitation without Slavery 



It 



8,966 
567 



•** Total vote 6,198 

'' Jan. 4ch, 185S, in accordance with the act of 
the Territorial Legislature, the people voted as 
follows: 

for the Lecompton Cointltation with Slavery . 188 

" ** ♦♦ without •• . U 

Afalnstthe Lecompton Gonstltatlon .... 10,226 

Being over ten thousand majority against the 
Lecompton Constitution. 

PRK8IDENT BDCHANAN^S LKCOMPTON MESSAGK. 

The following is the President's special Mes- 
sage, of Feb. 2nd, 1858. 

I have received from J. Calhoun, Em|., President of the 
Ute OoDstitational Convention of Kansas, a copy duly 
oertUled by himself, of the Constitution framed by that 
body, with the expression of the hope that I would sub* 
udt the same to the consideration of Congress ** with the 
view of the admission of Kansas into the Union as an 
tndependent State.** In compiiance with this request, I 
herewith transmit to Congress for their action the C<*n- 
etltutlon of Kansas, witii the ordinance respecting the 
pttbllc laadN, as well as the letter of Mr. Culbnun, dated 
at Lecompton, on the 14 h ult., by which ttiey were ac- 
CMMDpanled. Having received but a single copy of the 
Oonatltotlon and ordinanctf, I send this to the 8«nHte. 

▲ great delusion seems to pervade the public mind in 
relaluon to the condition of parties in Kansas. Tiiis arises 
firom the difficulty of inducing the American people to 
roidiae the fact that any i>ortiun of them should be in a 
•late of rel>ellion agalust tiie Government under which 
th^j live. When we sptralc of the afikirs of Kansas, we 
' are apt to refer merely to the existence of two violent 
political parties In that Territory, divided on the question 
«f Savffy.Just as we spealc of such parties in the States. 
This presents no adequate idea of tiie true state of the 
ease. The dividing line tliere is not between twu politi- 
eal Mrties, both aclcnowledging tlie lawful existence of 
IheQovemment, but between those who are loyal to this 
Qovomment and those who have endeavored to destroy 
Ita existence by force and by usurpation — ^between those 
who softaiQ, and tho^e who iiare done all in their power 
to overthrow, the Territorial Government fstabliithed by 
OoogressL This Government they would long since have 
■Hfbverted had it n'>t been protected from their assaults by 
the troops of the Utiited States. Such hhs been the con- 
41tlon of affHirs since my inuuguraUon. Kver since that 
period, a large portion of tlie people or Kansas have been 
In a state of rebellion against the Government, with a 
military leader at tiieir he>i(l, of most turbulent and dan* 

Crons character. Thvy have never acknowledgrd, but 
ve constantly renounced and defted| the Government 



to which they owe allegiance, and have been all the time 
in a state of resistance against its authority. They have 
all the time been endeavoring to subvert It and to estab- 
lish a revolutionary Government, under the so-called 
Topelca Constitution, in its stead. Even at this very 
moment, the Topelca Legislature are in session. Who- 
ever has read the correspondence of Gov. Walker with 
the State Department, recently communicated to the 
Senate, will be convinced that this picture is not over- 
drawn. He always protested against the withdrawal of 
any portion of the military force of the United States 
from the Territory, deeming its presence absolutely 
necessary for tiie preservation of the regular Govern- 
ment and the execution of the laws. In his very first 
dispatch to the Secretary of Sute, dated June 2, 1S57, he 
says: 

** The most alarming movement, however, proceeds from 
the assembling, on Uie iHh of June, of the so-called Topeka 
Legislalureimth a view to the enactment of an entire code of 
laws. Of course, it will be my endeavor to prevent sadi a 
result, as it would lead to inevitable and disastrous colUaloa, 
and in fact renew the dvU war in Kansas." 

This was with difficulty prevented by the efforts of 
Governor Walker ; but soon thereafter, on the 14th of 
July, we find him requesting General Harney to furnish 
him a regiment of dragoons to proceed to the city of 
Lawrence, and this for the reason that he had received 
authentic Intelligence, verified by his own actual obser- 
vation, that a dangerous rebellion had occurred, involv- 
ing an open defiance of the laws, and the establishment 
of an insurgent government in that city. In the Gover- 
nor's dispatch of July 15, he informs the SecreUry of 
State that . 

" This movement at Lawrence waa the beginning of a plan, 
originating in that city, to organise insurrection throughout 
the Territory, and especially in aU towns, cities and counties 
where die Republican party have a majority. Lawrence is 
the hotbed of all the Abolition movemenu in this Territory. 
It is the town esUOiUshed by the Abolition Societies of the 
East, and, while there are respectable people there, it is filled 
by a considerable number of mercenaries, who are paid by 
Abolition Societies to perpetuate and dillUse agitation through- 
out Kansas, and prevent a peaceful settlement of this ques- 
tion. Having failed in inducing thehr own so-called Topeka 
State Legislature to organize this Insurrection, Lawrence has 
commenced it herself, and, if not arrested, the rebellion will 
extend throughout the Territory." 

And again : 

" In order to send this oommunication immediately by mall, 
I must close, assuring you that the sphrit of rebellion pervades 
the great mass of the Republican party of this Territory, 
Instigated, as I entertain no doubt they are, by ISastern So- 
ciedes, having in view results most disastrous to the Govern- 
ment and tlie Unk>n ; and that the continued presence of tleu. 
Harney is indispensable, as was originally stipulated by me, 
with a large body of dragoons and several baueries." 

On the 80th of July, 1867, Qw. Lane, under the 
authority of the Topeka Convention, undertook, as Geo. 
Walker Informs us, 

" To organtee the whole Free-State party into volunteers, 
and to take the names of all who refuse enrolment. The pro- 
fessed object was to protect the poUs at the elections, hi 
August, of a new insurgent Topeka State Legislature. The 
object in taking the names of all who refuse enrollment is to 
terrify the Free-State Conservatives into submission. This is 

f roved by the recent atrociUes committed on such men by the 
opekaites. The speedy location of Urge bodies of regular 
troops here with two batteries Is necessary. The Lawrence 
insurgents await the developments of this new military organ 
ization." 
In the Governor's dispatch of July 27, he says that 

** Oen. Lane and his staff everywhere deny the authority of 
the Territorial laws, and counsel a total disregard of these 
enactments." 

Without making farther quotations of a similar charac- 
ter from other dispatches of Governor Walker, It appears, 
by reference to Secretary Stanton's communication to 
Gen. Cass on the 9th of December last, that 

'' The Important step of cailteg the legi«ilature together was 
taken after I (he) bad become aatlafted that the election oniered 
by the Convention on the 21st of Deceml>er could not be con- 
ducted without collision and bloodshed." 

So intense was the disloyal feeling among the enemies 
of the Government established by Congress, that an 
election which aflforded them opportunities, if in the ma- 
jority, of making Kansas a Free State according to their 
own expressed desire, coidd not be conducted without 
collision and bloodshed. The truth is that, up to the 
present moment, the enemies of the existing government 
still adhere to their Topeka revolutionary constitution 
and government. The very first paragraph of the mes- 
sage of Gov. Robinson, dated the 7th of Decembe -, to the 
Topeka Leg^laturc, now assembled at Lawrence, con- 
tains an open defiance of the laws and. Constitution of 
the United States. The Governor says : 

"The Convention which framed the Topeka Consdtu'ion 
orighiated with ths peopls of Kaasaa Territory. Thef 
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It b IHrptllOD of lb* UDH 

IMKHrtlmor tlie p»p> ot urSiitg 
MUbUiti • lepuU* ■aTenunml wllhli 
OtpupsH of raOmdof M17 pUmiot,ml or Imir 
luiT, u wtalub ibar ml^ oompUln uuiut Ui* Mtt- 
■MaStataOimnuMiit. ■adikpiliidpU.ltcuilsd&iM 

nSCMlOB, WBOU dUtTOr ■U I*™' Mlhnritv Ull m. 

Aace niilTtnU Knarchr. Ihvm th 
til* rMwui bw«BM pftlpkblt wbj tta« v<>vi«>«> i» •uv^v*- 
tnmlBt iBIluiiliad InOoBfrMi ban Tl(iii*d to toll br 
Dm del«tM to tta* iTiimi CvoitliBtloiul ConTiotloD, 
and ilw,>ftnw>id, on tba qoatlon 0t81»T0i7 nbnlHod 
tolttsltnpMWio. ItkbMaiiHllMfhnsanrmUaa 
to •MHHoBOr naofDlM ur otbar OuxUlallaB thwi that 
framad U Ii^dca. Had tba whole LMooiiitoD Conlllii- 



mptoB OooaUtoUaik, bU ibnplj 
MWad^a ultwrUi ofUi* gt 

dlUnotafl 



■lb B CoDgtllaUBB OBdar Iba anthorlty <tt tba ornnli Uw 
of CoBfnaat TbU (Ui lur rteo^ilicd ibc rl^l cf Ih* 
pM^oI tha TarrlloiTi wtUiMit w aiubUu ux at Con- 
pmt, I* (bin * StUa OonithBUoa, la loo clHr [01 aign- 
■iml Wot riiiiin» "to leaT* Utt pcopla or itM Terri- 
Mr perlMUr tne" 1b mmhw thalr CoonKuUoB " to ; 
fem iBd ngulBUIhaIr datMdlo liutUuUou In tkdT on . 
mr, lul^on od^ to tha CoubtuUoa ol tha Unltad 
Staiia," BBd (ban to NT UiBt thar ibBll Bot be penuHt^ 
to BrOMCil and franw Hia Oonitluukoa In ibelr ami way, 
wnfaoot aipraM anthoillf ftwu Cungnu. appean to ba 
.. _ .._^_^«_^_^ ±^ "rmi. 11 ttoald ba mndi 

n Lo *rpit Ihat Ihe t>«Dt>le 



•( a Tarrttofj Bd^l bo kept ou 
Bita period, anduBtU Itmight p.«^« ^..u^ 
tbam to *I««!W tb* llgtal or trU-gcres 
•^- toBdivt.Dotthdroii " - 



■la eoold haT« ivooettM Rltb nwre rtpUariljTn tl 
fcroaUoa of a CuiiUtiUlaB tbaa Iba people of Kami 
bara don*. It *u ateaurr, Ont, to BHtrtain wbeUi 
It sat the dHlra ot the pio|4e to be rdleTnl rroni tin 
Ttrrtiorlal depeodeoea aod euabUih a State Oorinuiui 
Wv lUi pnrpcH, Ibe Terrlto.lal Lcslektura, In I86B, 
HNNd a laa tir taUag Ilia leiue of iIh peoi>k of ibe 
nrrttoiT npon tta* espo'I'tnoy of calling ■ Coar^uloB 10 



la ^Deral eieakm to be 
wdln^ taken, nnd thty deolded In BiTor of a Coo- 
"itlatnieUut at IbiielecilMiIhBimendHcrf thalVTl- 



tarial aoT*min< 



n friui^nif A OoDBbLtu 



tbeTnrtUirialLagliUtare, 
MoDila; of Jima, ISK. 10 



rderlo an^d ill Inle farencii from nelghborln 
Ad Terrlloriee wlih.llse rt'eeOora and rnlmao ol 1 
loo, a prorbloB wut made for the reelBtrj of 4 
'Stan, and la pnnmanco tbereof, nine ihoauiHl i 
Ired and Wy-oat Totere irere reglniered Oor. 
Idbla wboledntjlnurfidf allctualinod eUliMm 
•■ to TOt* u Itda ritotiea. Id Us Inaniuial Adi 
te tllb ot Mar, be iDfonned tbem tint— 

jrprftcUce, IbeprAUnilnbjJACIOffhLEnlnffeSIKte 



ifdn eftba Hflit eOnflkan aalhuiM 

Ht fkr ihMBlB tkat iniuRuwuy. aad 

Abauuea aie ai nuieta boii^ luvin' ik> lawant OoBaMliB, 

<■( IbDii wBa do nu. ai If aU bad pwdilpelad ta Ik* <l«aNM. 

woalA be 'bnpra^utila. and iiilij 11 iliinmlbia ainlil 

rcEJuinaa Ibe CDlj flieroAtlvc." 

It mir *lio b« Dbatrrtd that at lUi psiod any hep^ 
|[ lucb bad ezlMed, tbat tbe lopeka OaoRltatto voaU 
tier b* noognlied by Ceopwa mut bare been aba>> 
doned. Coapna bad adloonied on lb* thM oT Marth 
preTloB, baitB( rtaofnlied tbe lend eilMaa* St tta 
TnrU(rialL«^ilMtirobiaTarl*we(tiim,wblablM*l 
not aonDeratk Indeed, tho Dikcalo alaetad to tta 

Hooia ot Btpraaenf - - - " 

beenadrnktadtoai 



U tor •cItUng alTtbo duuhlia I 
Ume tbr abaadoolos tk* nik | 
aation, and tor tha ■■!!■ W^ 



jimlolhaiainaBdM 

•Icb lu (rleBdi In fraotn* a glala CouHtntloD. Bat I 

iher rtlbted to do, and Ui* eomaqnencei of th*i*kMl 
to aubnll to tbe lawful aolturllj, and toU at 111 iliJIw 
nf ririmUn. BUT *(t proT* to be of the moat diiplaiall* 
tbat tha n^eat IM ttM taw* of tt« 

liulngoUiad tbe Beo aTtba 

nindl uk a diMaid aa* 



t'lav<;''rameiil— U !• tbe Hm* i^ill which haanteNd 

Dbeilienc* and nmlCinnltr lotbebw. Should ailMnl 
<pir1t ngalBit lla enforetmaoC preraU. tbli wlU pevraklal 



Riwdliildi 



Wrwa tw renew, tt la 
ConventloB, aooerAi 



of dele^Alaa obaeaa b J Ibe p< 



> Kaaaa* la tta 

of anr othar awaU 
HI mmed at TapctB. Ika 

dteit tbat the Lacaaatia 

erdlBy to cvcrr pilBoMa of eoaiate- - 

legally ceutUuiad aad InTaitsd «bb 

lanH to irame a CeoatHathHL lb* aacrad pakii^ila at 

'oi.ulsr rorerdgnif hag bean lonkadlB Inaraftb* 
BwnilH Ot Law and Order In Kanau ; bflt In what man- 
,^r I3 Popular Hoverdgotr to be enrebed Ib ttdi aooD- 
If I r not thrDagh the iMtnianBtallti' of ai'ablihad la» t 

\i.J n-icmWo In primary meeting, paieed lawa and dl- 
,-c<t."lpubUcarr.arL In our Goimtiy. iMi la maollMIr 
rik-i.'h>'lble. Popular ftorerelgnlr can be eierdaed hae 
ink ttirnugh the baUotlKii i and It Ih* people win T*(BBe 
u fie»i»Ulntbtankanner, a* thej baT* dooalaKBD- 
ru Lit Ibe eleotlDD ot Del^a, It Ii not tOc tbam to 
umplalo thu tbah- ilghM bare baea Tloiated. 

The Kaneaa CooventloB, thni lawlUlr eonilUaled, pr» 
^Aed ID frame a CoulkntliHi, andThaTlna avn^^ad 
]iBlr rork, flnallr adjoamad on the Tth M Novembar 
u-t. They did act lUnk proper to labmll tha what* of 
iil> CouHtnlion Is a pspuUnroi*, bat lb« did nbnlt 
lie iiUHIIoD whether Kaniaa ibonld be a rra* or BlaT* 
ihiiu w ib« people, ThU wai Iba qawlon wbWi bad ot» 
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Tolwd the Union and shaken It to the yery center. Thli 
was the question which had lighted the flames of civil 
yarln Kansas -and had produced dangerous sectional 
parties throughout the confederacy. It was of a charac- 
«er so paramount in respect to the condition of Kansas, 
dU to rivet the anxious attention of the people of the 
whole country upon it and it alone — ^no person thought 
of any other quenrion. For my own part, when I in- 
structed Governor Wallcer in general terms in favor of 
aobmitting the constitution to the people, I had no 
object in view except tiie all-absorbing question of 
Slavery. lu what manner the people of Kansas might 
regulate the r other concerns, was not the subject which 
att acte<l my attention. In fact, the general provisions 
of oar receut ;rtate constitutions, after an experience of 
«ig)ity years, are so similar and excellent that it would 
be dilficult to go far wrong at the present day in framing 
* new constitution. I then believed, and still believe, 
ttiat, under the organic act, the Kansas Convention 
were bound to submit this all-important question of 
Slavery to tlie people. It was never, however, my 
bpin.on that, independently of this act, they would have 
been bound to submit any portion of the consUtution to 
% popular vote in order to give it validity. Had I enter- 
tained such an opinion, this would have been in opposi- 
tion to many precedents in our history, commencing in 
the very best age of our Republic. It would have been 
In opposition to the principle which pervades our insti- 
tations, and which is every day carried into practice, 
Ibafe the people have a right to delegate to the repre- 
■entativea chosen by themselves their sovereign power 
to firame constitutions, enact laws, and perform many 
other important acts, without requiring that these should 
oe mbjeeted to their subsequent approbation. It would 
be a meet Inconyenient limitation of their own power, 
iinnyiiil by the people upon themselves, to exclude 
y ^Hb from exercising their sovereignty in any lawful 
yj^uaxvt which they thinlc proper. 
^^^ It ia true that the people of Kansas might, if they had 
^ pleMed, have required the Convention to submit the con- 
* stttatlon to a popular vote, but this Uiey have not done 
- ne only remedy, therefore, in this case is that which 
•xiitt in all oUier similar cases. If the delegates who 
framed the Kansas Constitution have in any manner 
fiolated the will of thebr constituents, the people always 
poasesa the power to change their constitution or laws 
Meording to their own pleasure. The question of Slavery 
was snbmitted to an election of the people on the 21st of 
December last, in obedience to the mandate of the Con- 
Teotion. Here, again, a fiUr opportunity was presente-i 
to the Adherents of the Topeka Constitution, if they were 
the minority, to decide tlids exciting question " in their 
own way," and thus restore peace to the distracted Ter- 
ritory ; but they again refused to exercise the right of 
Popular Sovereignty, and again suffered the election to 
pass by defkolt. I heartily rejoice that a wiser and bet- 
ter nlrit prevailed among a large majority of these 
people on the first Monday in January, and that they 
<M on that day vote under the Lecompton Constitution 
ftnr » €h)Temor and other State officers, a member of 
Ctengress, and for members of the Legislature. This 
eIe<mon was warmly contested by the parties, and a larger 
TOte polled than at any previous election in the Territory. 
We may now reasonably hope that the revolutionary 
Topdca organisation will be speedily and finally aban- 
doned, and this will go far toward a final settlement of the 
■nhi4>py differences in Kansas. If frauds have been com- 
mitted at this election by one or both parties, the legisla- 
tore and people of Kansas, under their constitution, will 
know how to redress themselves and punish these detesta- 
ble but too common crimes without outside interference. 
The people of Kansas have, then, " in their own way," 
■ad in strict accordance with the organic act, framed a 
Con^itution and State Government, have submitted the 
aU4mportant question of Slavery to the people, and have 
elected a Governor, a member to represent them in 
Oongress, members of the State Leglslatai-e and other 
Blate oflicers: and they now ask admission into the 
Union under this constitution, which is republican in its 
form. It is for Congress to decide whether they will 
■dndt or reject the State which has thus been created. 

For my own part, I am de<^dedly In favor of its admis- 
rion, and thus terminating the Kansas question. This 
will carry out the great principle of Non-intervention 
recognised and sanctioned by the organic act, which 
declares in express language in favor of the non-inter- 
vention of Congress with Slavery in the States and 
Territories, leaving the people " perfectly free to form 
and regulate their domestic institutions in tiieir own way, 
subject only to the Constitution of the United States." In 
thb manner, by localising the question of Slavery and 
confining it to the people who it immediately concerned. 
evefy patriot anxiously expected that this question would 



be banished from the halls of Congress, where it has 
always exerted a banefUl Influnnce throughout the whole 
country. 

It is proper that I should briefly refer to the election 
held under the act of the Territorial Legislature on the 
flrst Monday of January last on the Lecompton Consti- 
tution. Tiib election was held after the Territory had 
been prepared for admission into the Union as a 8ove> 
reign State, and when no authority existed in the Terri- 
torial Legislature which could possibly destroy its exist- 
ence or change its character. The election, which was 
peaceably conducted under my instructions, involved 
strange Inconsistencies. A large majority of the persons 
who vo ed against the Lecompton Constitution were at 
the same time and place recognizing its valid existence 
in the most solid and authentic manner by voting under 
its provbions. I have yet received no official informal 
tion of the result of this election. 

As a question of expecUency, after right has been 
maintained, it may be wise to reflect upon the benefits 
to Kansas and the whole country that will result from 
its immediate admission into the Union, as well as the 
disasters that may follow its rejection. Domestic peace 
will be the happy consequence of the admission, and that 
fine Territory, which has hitherto been torn by dissen- 
sions, will rapidly increase in population and wealth, and 
speedily realize the blessings and comforts which follow 
in the train of agricultural and meclianical industry. 
The people, then, will 6e sovereign, and can regulate 
their affairs In their own way. If the majority of them 
desire to abolish domestic Slavery within the State, there 
is no other possible mode by which it can be effected so 
speedily as by prompt admission. The will of the 
majority is supreme and irresistible, when expressed in 
an orderly and lawful manner. It can make and un- 
make constitutions at pleasure. It would be absurd to 
say that they can impose fetters upon their own power 
which they cannot afterward remove. If they could do. 
this, they might tie their own hands just as well for a hun- 
dred as for ten years. These are the ftindaroental princir 
pies of American freedom, and are recognized, I believe, 
in some form or other by every State constitution ; and 
if Congress, in the act of admission, should think proper 
to recognize them, I can perceive no objection. 

This has been done emphatically in the constitution of 
Kansas. It declares in its bill of rights that ""- All polltU 
cai power is inherent in the people," and ail free govern- 
ments are founded on their authority and instituted for 
their beneflr, and therefore have at all times an inalien- 
able and indefeasible rigiit to alter, reform and abolish 
their form of government, in such manner as they may 
think proper. The great State of New-York is at this 
moment governed under a constitution framed and estab- 
lished in direct opposition to a mode prescribed by the 
previous constitution. If, therefore, a provision chang- 
ing the constitution of Kansas after the year 1864, conld 
by possibility be construed into a prohibition to make 
such change previous to that period, this prohibition 
would be wholly unavailing. The legislature already 
elected may, at its very first session, submit the question 
to a vote of the people, whether tliey will or not have a 
convention, to amend their constitution, and adopt all 
necessary means for giving eff^-ct to the popular will. It 
has been solemnly adjudged, by the highest judicial tri- 
bunal known to our laws, that Slavery exists in Kansas 
by virtue of the Constitution of the United States. 
Kansas is therefore at this moment as much a Slave State 
as Georgia or South Carolina. Without this, the equality 
of the Sovereign States composing the Union would be 
violated, and tiie use and enjoyment of a Territory ac- 
quire<l by the common treasure of all the States, would 
be closed against the people and property of nearly half 
the members of the Confederacy. Slavery can, therefore, 
never be prohibited in Kansas, except through the means 
of a constitutional provision ; and in no other manner can 
this be obtained so promptly, if the majority of the people 
desire ir, as by admitting her into the Union under her 
present constitution. On the other hand, should Con- 
gress reject the constitution, under the idea of affording 
the disaffected in Kansas a third opportunity to prohibit 
Slavery in the State, which they might have done twice 
before if in the majority, no man can foretell the conse- 
quences. If Congress, for the sake of those men who re> 
fused to vote for delegates to the convention, when they 
might have excluded Slavery from the constitution, and 
who afterward refused to vote on the 21st of December, 
wlien Uiey might, as titey claim, have stricken Slavery 
from the constitution, should now reject the State be- 
cause Slavery remains in the constitution, it Is manifest 
that the agitation upon this dangerous subject will be re- 
newed In a more idarming form than it has ever yet 
assumed. Brery patriot in the country had indulged the 
hope that the Kansas-Nebraska Act would have put a 
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■•ftl end to th« fiUrery agitetlon, at leMt in Oonfrreu, | 
wkieh had fur more uian twenty years convulsetl tlie 
country and endangered the Union. This act inrolved 
great and fundamental prinoiplee, and, if fairly carried 
into effect, will settle the queition. Should agitation be 
again revired — should the people of sister Stattts be again 
estranged from each other with more than their former 
bitterness — this will arise from a causie, so far us ihe in- 
terests of Kansas are concerned, more trifling and iu* 
•ignificant than has ever stirred the elements of a great 
people into commotion. To the people of Kansas, the 
only practical difference between admission or rejection, 
depends simply upon the fact whetlier they can them- 
■elves more speedily change their prexent Constitution if 
it does not accord with the will of the uisjorlty, or frame 
a second Gonstitution to be submitted to Congress here> 
after. 

Even if this were a question of mere expediency and 
not of right, a small difference of time one way or the 
other, is not of the least importance, when contrasted 
with the evils which must necassarlly result to the whole 
country from the revival of the Slavery agitation. 

In considering this question, it should never be for> 
gotten that In proportion, to its in«iguificanoe. let the 
decision be what it may, so far a* it may affect a few 
thousand inhabitants of Kansas, who have flrom the be> 
i^uning resisted the Constitution and the Ihws, for this 
Ttry reason the r^ection of tiie Constitution will be so 
much the more Iceenly felt by the people of fourteen 
States of the Union where Slavery is reuognixed under 
Ihe Gonstitution of the United States. 

Afp^ the speedy admission of Kansas Into the Union 
will restore peace and quiet to the whole country. 
Already the affahm of this Territory have engrossed an 
undue proportion of public attention. They have sadly 
affected the friendly relations of the people of the ^tei 
with each other and alarmed the fears of patriots for the 
safety of the Union. Kansas once admitted into the 
Union, the excitement becomes localised and would soon 
die away for want of outride aliment, and then every 
(Ufliculty could be settled by the ballot-box. Besides, 
aad no trifling consideration, I shall then be enabled to 
Withdraw the troops from Kansas, and employ them on a 
service where thev are much needed. T^iej have been 
kept there on the earnest importunity of Governor 
Walker, to maintain the existence of the Territorial 
Government, and secure the execution of the laws. He 
considered at least two thousand regular troops, under 
the command of General Harney, were necessary for this 
purpose. Acting upon his reliable lnformatioI^ I have 
been obliged In some degree, to interfere with the ex- 
pedition to Utah in order to keep down the rebellion in 
Kansas. This has involved very heavy expenses to the 
Government. Kansas once adnUtted, It is believed there 
will no longer be occasion there for the troops. 

I have thus performed my duty on this important 
question under a deep sense of my responsibility to God 
and to the country. My public life wiU terminate in a 
brief period, and I have no other object of earthly ambi- 
tion than to leave my country in a peaceful and pros- 
perous condition, and to live In the affections and 
respect of my countrymen. The dark and ominous 
clouds now Impending over the Union I conscientiously 
believe will be dissipated with honor to every portion of 
it by the admission of Kansas during the present session 
of Congress : whereas. If she should be r^ected, I greatly 
fear these clouds will become darker and more ominous 
than any which have ever yet threatened the Constitu- 
tion and the Union. (siij^ied) Jamics BircHAif am. 

The Lecompton Coiistitation contains a pro- 
vision on the subject of Slavery, as follows: 

BLATUT. 

1 1. The right of property is before and higher than 
any constitutional sanction, and the rigkt of the owner 
of a slave to such a slave and its increase is the same, 
and is inviolable, as the ri|^t of the own4r of any pro- 
perty whatever. 

S 2. The Legislature shall have no power to pass laws 
'or the emancipation of slaves without the consent of 
their owners, or without paying their owners, previous 
to emancipation, a full equivalent in money for the 
slaves so emancipated. They shall have no power to 
prevent emigrants to the State from bringing with them 
•uch persons as are deemed slaves by the laws of any 
one of the United States or Territories so long as any 
persons of the same age or description shall be continued 
slaves by the laws of this State ; provided, that such 
person or slave be the bona/lde property of such emi- 
grant ; aud provided, also, that laws may be passed to 
£rohibit the introduction of slaves into this State who 
ave committed high crimes in other States cr Territoriet. 



They shall have power to pcmlt the OJmen of slaw to 
emancipate them, saving the rig^its of creditors, and 
preventing them from beeoming a public chargCL rhey 
shall have power to oblige the owners of slaves to trea* 
them with humanity — to provide for their necessary fooc 
and clothing — to abstain from all iujuiied t-o them, 
extending to life or limb— and, in case of neglect or 
refusal to comply with the directiou of such laws, to 
have such slave or slaves sold fo.* the benefit of the 
owner or owners. 

$ 8. In the prosecution of slaves for crimes of higher 
grade than petit larceny, the Iteg'slature shall have no 
power to deprive them of an impartial trial by a petM 

1 4. Any person who shall dismember or deprive a 
slave of life shall suffer such punishment as would ba 
inflicted in case the like offense had been committed on 
a firee white person, and on the like prool^ except in case 
of insurrection of such slave. 

This provision, and this provision alone, it 
was finally determined by a close rote to sub- 
mit to the registered electors. For this parpose, 
by the terms of a schedule annexed to the 
Constitution, an election was to be held on (he 
21st of December. The ballots cast were to ba 
indorsed either ** Constitution with Slayery,** or 
** Constitution with No SKivt^ry.** Thus to bavt 
the privilege of voting No Slavery, it was stiO 
made necessary to vote for the Constitution, 
beside which, all persons offering to vote must, 
if challenged, ** take an oath to support the 
Constitution if adopted." 

If the number of votes *^ for the Constituuba 
without Slavery" should be a majority, then 
the schedule provides, that **The rights of 
property in slaves now in the Territory, shall 
in. no manner be interfered with.'* Making it 
impossible to abolish Slavery. 

This schedule, as if with a direct view of 
superseding the Territorial Legislature and 
Congressional delegate elect, further provided 
that the Constitution shall be in force ** after 
its ratification by the people" (without waiting 
for the approval of Congress) a State election 
to be held on the first Monday in Jannary, 
1 858, for the choice of a Governor, Lieutennnt- 
Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor, State 
Treasurer, and members of the Legislature, and 
also a member of Congress. It also provided 
(as if to deprive the Territorial Legislatare of 
all power of acting) that all laws in force not 
repu<;nant to the Constitution shall oontinne 
until aliere'i, amended or repealed by a Legbh 
lature assembled under the provisiona of vbh 
Constitution ; and that all officers, civil or 
military, under the authority of the Territory 
of Kansas, shall continue to hold and ezerdie 
their respective offices until superseded by the 
authority of the State : the first meeting of the 
State Legislature to take place upon the iasoe 
of a proclamation by the President of the 
Convention, upon the receipt of official infor- 
mation that Congress has admitted Kanaaa into 
the Union. A provision is also inserted in- 
tended to prevent any amendment prevloufi to 
the year 1864, and then only upon the oonoor- 
rence of two-thirds of the members of both 
houses, and ** a majority of all the citizens of 
the State." 

LECCXPTON AND XNOLISH BILLS. 

The following record of the action of Congrwi 
on the admission of Kansas under the Leoomp" 
ton Constitution, will be interestin;;^ for fhtara 
reference. 
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The ori^al bill, is 
vnder the lead of Senator Green (March 28, 
1858), was as follows : 



THS UBOOMPTOX BILL. 

A Bill for th6 AdmiMion of the Stttts of Kanna^i into 
ths Union, prMetUed in the ^nate by M : Green, 
of Mienou.-i from the CoinmiUte on Territories, 
February 17, 1868. 

Whereitft, The people uf the Territory of Kiiittn^ d tl 
by » Convention of DeleK-ites culled hd<1 HitufiiibleU at 
Lecoinpioii, 8ept«ml»er 4. 1^1. f-irni for lhetn^elvet a 
Oun^titutlOtl nuU State Ooveruiiieut, which naid Ootiren- 
tioQ liaving a»ked tiie Mdnihtfion of the TeiT.tory into 
the Union mm a State un anequtl rioting with the originHl 
Statei'f 

Be tt enacted by the Senate and Houne of Rtpreeen- 
tativen of the United Statee of America in VongreM 
OMembled^ 'Hiat ttie SUte of Kmsax ithall he, and ii« 
hereby dec-ared to l>e, one of the Cuite<l Stntes of 
▲iiienca, and admitted Into the Union on an equal foot- 
iDfT with the original States, in all respect* whatever ; 
»nd the naid State i^hall connist of all tlie territdry in- 
«laded within the following boundaries, to wit : Degiii- 
nln^ at a point on the western boundary of the Stale ut 
Mlasouri where the Uiirty>sevenih parallel of latitudf 
•rosites the same; thence west on said parallel to tiie 
••stem boundary of New Mexico ; thence north on said 
boandary to latitude tliirty-eight ; thence following said 
boondary westward to the eastern boundary of the Terri- 
tory of Utah, on the summit of the Bocky Mountain;*; 
Ihetiee northward on said summit to tlie fortieth parade! 
cf latitude ; thence east on said parallel to the western 
boundary of the State of Missouri; thence south with the 
westward boundary of said State, to the place of begin- 
qing: . . . 

y f i. And be it fUrthsr enacted. That the State of 
Kansas Is adm!t4e<i into the Union upon the express con- 
dition that said State shall never interfere witii tlie 
primary disp^tsal of the pulilic lands, or with any rvf^ula- 
tkms which Congress may find nece:«sary for securing the 
title in said lands to tiie bona flde purchasers, and 
grantees thereof, or impoiie or levy any tax, assessment, 
or impositioo of any de-ncription wliatsoever upon tliem. 
or other property of the Unite<l States, within tlie limits of 
•aid State ; and that nothing in this act shall be construed 
to abridge or Infringe any right of the people asserted ia 
the Constitution of Kanstas, at all times, to alter, reform 
•r abilish their form of government In such manner as 
they may think proper, Ck>ngress hereby disclaiming any 
authority to intervene or declare the construction of the 
Constitution of any State, except to see that it Is republi- 
can in form and not in conflict with the Constitution of 
the United States ; and nothing in this act shall be con- 
strued am an assent by Congress to all or to any of the 
propositions or olalms contained in the ordinance an- 
nesnd to the Constitution of the people of Kansas, nor to 
deprive the said State of Kansas of the same grants 
which were contained in said act of Congress, entitled, 
** An act to authorise the people Sf the Territory of 
Minnesota to form a Coniftitution and Stnte Government, 
preparatory to admission in'o the Union on an equal 
rooting with tiie original States,** approved February 26, 
1838. 

1 8. And be it farther enacted, Tliat until the next 
feneral census shall i>e taken, ami an apportionment of 
representation made, the State of Kansas shall i)e entitled 
to one Representative in the House of Representatives of 
the United Sutes. 

The bill passed, 38 to 25, as follows : 

TSAS— FOR LBOOMPTOH. 

Alabama.— Fltxpatrlck, Clay. A rkams as.— Sebastian, 
JohBton. Galutobhia. — Qwin. Dblawarb.— Bayard. 
Flobiba. — Mallory, Yulee. Gioroia.— Iverson, Toombs. 
IsBiAMA. — ^Fitch, Bright. Iowa. — Jones. Kbhtitokt.— 
Tn»iiP80M. LomsiABA.— Benjamin, SlidelU Martla.vo. 
— Pterce, Kbbmbdt. Mississim. — Brown. MisaoURi.— 
Oreen, Polk. Nbw-Jbbskt. — Wright, Thomson. North 
Caboliha.— Biggs. Pbvxstlvabia.— Bigler. Roodb 
Island. — Allen. South Oarolixa. — ^Brans, Hammond. 
TBNBKnn.— Johnson. Tbzab.— Hendenon, HoudTOS. 
TiBAiBiA.— Mason, Hunter. Total, 88, 

VATS— AQAIHST LBOOMPTOH. 

Galip. >biiia.— Broderick. Conmbcticut.— JlMltfr,2>toa}». 
[lui(4»is.— DoQglas, 7Vum&tfM. \orm k.—Uarla/n. Kra- 
rucKT.— CBirraxoKK. Maihk.— /'Mseiuieift, Bamlin, 
Mai«ach(7Sictts.— WUton, Sumner. Michioam.— Stuart, 
C^amdier NBW-llAMPainaB.— Z7aZ«, Clark. Nbw- 
tovL.^S0W»rd, King. Ohio.- Pugh, Wadi, Shodm 



It passed the Senate Islahd.— iSVmmons. Tkhhbbsbb.— Bbll. yBBMOKT — 
'^ CoUar^r, Foot. Yfiac(ai9i».^I>urkee, J>ooUttte. To- 

tal, 29. 

AB:#iirr OR HOT TOTTHa. — Messrs. Bites (Del.), Held 
(N. O.), Davis (Mi.), Cameron (Pa.) Mr. Cameron paired 
off with Mr. Davis. 



PrcYious to taking this vote, Mr Crittenden 
moved a substitute for the bill, in substance, 
that the Constitution be submitted to the people 
at once, and, if approved, the President to 
admit Kansas by proclamation. If rejected, 
the people to call a Convention and frame a 
Constitution. The substitute made special pro- 
vision against frauds at the election. 

This substitute was lost : Yeas, 24 ; Nays, 84. 

On the first of April, the bill was taken up in 
the House and read once, when, its second 
reading having been objected to by Mr. Old* 
dings, the question recurred under the rule. 
Shall the bill be rejected ? A vote was taken 
and resulted, Teas, 96 ; Nays, 137. 

Mr. Montgomery, of Pa., offered as a substi* 
tute, with slight alterations, the bill which Mr. 
Crittenden had offered in the Senate. Mr. 
Quitman, of Mississippi, also offered a substitute, 
which was the same as the Senate bill, with th<e. 
omiss-ion of the declaratory clause, *•* that the 
people shall have the right at all times to alter 
or amend the Constitution in such manner as 
they think proper," etc. 

Mr. Quitman's substitute was lost — Teas, 72 ; 
Nays, 160, the yeas being all from the Slave 
Scutes, and Mr. Montgomery's was adopted, 120 
to 112. 

The Crittenden-Montgomery substitute, as it 
passed the House, was in the following words : 

% I. Beit enacted, etc.. That the State of Kansas be, 
and is hereby, admitted into the Union on an equal foot- 
ing with the original States in all respects whatever ; but 
inasmuch as it is greatly disputed whether the Constitu- 
tion framed at Lecoiupton on Uie 7th day of November 
last, and now pend'ng before Congresj^ was fairly made, 
or expressed tlie wil of tlie people of Kansas, this admis- 
sion of her into the Union as a State is here declared tot 
be upon this fundamental condition precedent, namely : 
That the said constitutional instrument shall bo first sub- 
mitted to a vote of the people of Kansas, and assented to 
by them, or a msjority of tiie voters, at an election to be 
iieid for the purpose ; and as soon as such assent shall be 
given, and duly made known, by a majority of the Com- 
missioners herein appointed, to the President of the 
United States, he shall announce the same by proclama- 
tion, and thereafter, without any fUrther proceedings on 
tlie part of Congress, the admission of the said State of 
Kansas into tiie Union upon an equal footing with tho 
original State«, in all respects whatever, shall be complete 
and absolute. At the said election the voting shall l>e by 
bali6t, and by indorsing on his ballot as each voter may 
iHease, ** for the Constitution," or ** against the Constitu- 
tion.'* Sliouid the said ConsL'tution be r<;jected at the 
said election by a majority of votes being cast against it« 
then, and in that event, the inhabitants of said Territory 
are hereby authorised and empowered to form for them* 
selves a Constitution and State Government by the name 
cf Uie State of Kansas, according to the Federal Goi>* 
stitution, and to that enil may elect delegates to a con> 
veniion as hereinafter provided. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted. That the said State of 
Kansas shall liave concurrent jurisdiction on tiie Missouri 
and all other rivers and waters bordering on the said 8t>'te 
of Kansas, so far as tiie same shall form a common bound- 
ary to said Stale and any other State or States now or 
hereafter to be formed or bounded by tlie same; nnd 
said rivers and waters, and all the navigable waters of 
said State, shall be common highways and forever free, 
as well to tiie inhabitants of said State as to all other citi* 
sens of the United States, without any tax, duty, impost, 
or toll therefor. 

§ a. And be it further enacted. That for the purpose 
of insuring, as far as possible, that the elections author- 
ised by this act may be fair and free, the Qovernor and 
the Secretary of the Territory of Kansas, an>l the presid- 
ing oflioen of the two branches of its Le^slature, nauviU* 
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the direction of the LegUatnr* thanot Fbttrtt, Ibal 
all lalt aprinp •rltblD aald State, not eioeedlnf tvelra In 
□ iiiDber, vlih ill aacUoua of land adjoining, or M MoUn- 
u 111 aa mar be ID eadi, ahaU be ■ruted Is aald atatelfar 
luiKci ihaaaDietobeaelMiedbytheOoTenortbacMt 
vlthJI one lear atlar the adrnkelan of atid fitata, and 
wiita ao aelected, to be BUd or dlapend of on laet 
tcrmi, oandltiona ud leoaliUnx aa the Laglalatat* Aall 
direct: ProrUia, That noaaltaprlnga or land OwiUM 
x-heraef la sow reated In Bof IndlTldtial or bidlTldaaii, 
or vhicb tna* be hereafter be cooflrraed or adjudged to 
uiy Indivldaal or tndHidaali, ahaU br tldi art^el* bt 
grtated to aald Hate. I'ffili, That five per caotanaf 
(lie net proceeda of ulea of all pnbllo landi lying KltblB 
aaid BIMaa, wblch ihall be lold bf CongreM after (ha ad- 
uUilon of B^ State toto the Dnion, after dedneHDf all 
tbeexp«D*alse:den( to (he aame, ahall btpald loaaM 
aute, lor the parpoae ofmaUupiibUaroadB and Inlar- 
nalimproreBieDte, aa the Le^ilatnra ahall dlraat: Aw- 
r-i'lHl, The toranlng piepoMtoni kerelnbetBra altofd 
B re OD the coBdMon that die people of Kanau aball fro- 
vliii^ br as ordinance, iTTeeooable irltboiit the eoeaaat 
of ibe United BUtea, that aaMSMMitaallneTerlntarfira 
Hitb the priniai? dtapoaal et the aoll vlthln the aame. br 
Uie Cnhed Blatee, or with au ruBlatleoa Ocnpen aiar 
find naetuarr tar aeewlng Uie inle In aald aoa ta baua 
jfdapardlaiwn (hereof aad that ne U a a h a ll be li peeed 
on laada btionginf to ihellBlMd BtaUi, and SiM h ne 
caie aball nOD-rcaident propritton be taxed hMMr thaa 
.. . „. .. ._j .1.. ,^g ,j]^ ...- 

of too C 

Kl ae to lallfr or I 



ansa li bereb; r^edtd by Uie QaTenuDcnt of tba Dl 
The following u« the Yeas and Ka7>: 



CosMtenoci.— Ctort, Diait—i, 
lujsoa.—XHhu WaMitirtu. /Vinui 
KiSogj, UorrU, Hairii, Shaw, Bobert 

I.IDUIL— Bi(lW^FDlCT,£lf|7are,J,a 

Ciiijitic, oitt, Pitut-e. 



h, 8aiB.B. 



—Curtli, T. Itacit-i. 

[un—fFovH, GU-uai, AlfiiM, Mortt, I. N 
•M, Fatttr~~i. 



^ A»d ha U /.irOur tnacUd, Ttiat Ihi 

■oeafureaald Heard or ConnDlulooen, ani , i*uw«— 

lEiaHl, aaall. before eutoring npou (taelr dollea, take aa ; \||^~| 

•athto perfiuiu talihruIlT the dutlea of llieir reipecilve n.wu. ,._.... _wi.. TT.n,w_ 

2-i..)....ii...t,-.i.i.,.»a.i» iLbK ..» ssj.™-»~;iS'ffi?. 

•HtdeutlD tlieaameohanea andpenalUeaaaBreproTlded h-n.i^ <^TL,> i.Vljii ■ 

TjlfcecaiuBodertra^llorJi™. | S^^jSi^lIiw^ _ 



OamnO, Oieifa, 



BiirUngaai*, DotU, Conk, iCnapp, naytr, CHn/tt, 
Hateti-il. 

MtcRi<ii.r.—novard,WaUiron,WaibHdgt.LiaA-i. 

' "■jf/^l. 

i^—Pitt, TappiKi, 00(rf»— 8. 



Ill recelTe Ibi' llieir a<i~ 



, U. r. Clark, X^rrog, 

, , . Jmw, Spi-Hur, Clart S. 

JThW, JfWMM, Awh4 eennaK'BMtnl 
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Ohio.— Pendleton, Groesbeck, OampbeU^ Nidhdlt, 
Mott, Cockerill, ffarlan, Stanton^ Hall, Horton^Cox^ 
Shsrifnatif Bliss^ TbmpkiM^ Lawrence, LetUr^ wddt, 
Oiddings^ Binghatn— 19, 

Pbnvbtlvasia.— iT. J. Iforritf Owen Jones, Hickman, 
Rcb4rUf Kunktl, Grow^ SdU^ Covod$y Montgomsry, 
HUchis, Puroianos, Stetoart, IHcJb^ Chapman.--14 

Vkrsioiit.— Walton, MorriU^ Moyc^—^ 
Wi8C058in.— Pott«r, C C WathburM, BiUinghurst^ 
a.-ToUl,120. 

VATS. 

Alabama.— Stallwortb, Shorter, Dowdell, Moore, HooS' 
too, Cobb, Curry— 7. 

Abkaksab.— Greenwood, Warren— 2. 

C AUFoaiiiA. — Scott— L 

C(»iiiCTiovT.— Arnold, Bishop— 2. 

DsLAWABC— Whiteley— 1. 

Ylobida.— Hawklna— 1. 

Gboboia.— Seward, Crawford, Tripfs, Gartrell, Wrlj^t, 
Jaekson, Hill, Stephens— 8. 

IXMAXA. — Niblack, Haghes, Gregg— 8. 

KbiTUCKT.— Burnett, Poyton, Talbott, Jewett, Elliott, 
Qaj, Mason, Stevenson — 8. 

LouisiAXA.- EusTis, Tajlor, Davidson, Sandldge— 4. 

MABTLAao.— Stewart, Kunkel, Bowie— 8. 
. If BSOVRL— Anbbbsoh, Clark, Craig, TCoonBOV, Phelps 

MunasiPPi.— Lamar, R. Davis, Barksdale, Singleton, 
^luitman— 5. 

Maw^iBSKT.— Huyler, Wortendyke— 2. 

NOBVH Gaboluia.— Shaw, Bufl&n, Winslow, Branch, 
Biles, Craige, Clingman— 7. 

' Naw-ToBK.— Searing, Taylor, Sickles, Kelly, Maclay, 
John Cochrane, Ward, Russell, Coming, Uatcb— 10. 

Ono.— Miller, Bums— 2. 

PsniBTLTAiiiA.— Flwence, Landy, Phillips, Glancy 
Jonas, Lddy, Dimmick, White, Ahl, GiUis, Reilly, De- 
vari-lL 

South Caroliha.— McQue^i, Miles, Eel .t, Booham, 
Bo70»— G. 

. TsBBisaBB.— WatUns, Matvard, S A. Smith, Savage, 
Rkadt, Jones, Wright, Zollicuffkr, Atkins, Avery— 10. 

Tbzab.— Bryan, Reagan— 2. 

ViRGUfiA.— Garnet, MiUson, Caskie, Goode, Bocock, 
FdwcU, Smith, Faulkner, Letcher, Clemens, Jenkins, £d- 
mundson. Uopkina— 18. Total, 112. 

^toen*— Camthers (Mo ) 

bkcapitulatiob. 

¥€09. 

Repoblicans, 92 : Democrats, 22 ; Americans, 6. Total 
--XJfO. 

Nay9. 
Pamoorats, 104 ; Americans, 8. Total— 112. 

The bill haying been returned to the Seimte 
on the second day of April, Mr. Green moved 
to disagree to the House amendment which 
motion was adopted : Teas, 34, Nays, 22. 

The following are the Nays : 

Messrs. Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, Clark, Col- 
Uuner, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Feswenden, 
Voot, foster. Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, King, Seward, 81m- 
moas, Stuart, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson. 

In the House of RepresentaUres, on the 7 th 
of April, Mr. Montgomery, of Pennsylvania, 
mOTed that the House adhere to its amend* 
ment, which motion was carried, Yeas, 119, 
Nays 111 — the vote being the same as on the 
adoption of the amendment, with the exception 
of Messrs. Marshall and Bowie, who paired off 
and did not vote. 

On the 18th of April, the Senate rotcd to in- 
sist and ask for a conference committee, Teaii, 
SO, Nays, 24— the Nays being the same as the 
Nays on Mr. Greenes motion to disagree, with 
the addition of Messrs. Bell and Sumner. On 
the following day, the H^ase received a mes- 
• sage from the Senate insisting on its disagree- 
ment and asking a committee of conference, 
when Mr. Montgomery, of Pa., moved that the 
House insis^i oc its adherence, oc which he de- 



manded the previous question The call for the 
previous question was lost by the casting vote 
of the Speaker : 108 to 1<)8. Very much to 
the surprise of the House, Mr English, oflndi- 
ana, who had acted with the Anti-Lecompton 
party up to this time, moved that the House 
agree to a Conference Committee, and that a 
committee of three be appointed by the 
Speaker to meet a similar committee of the 
Senate, and on this he called for the previous 
question, which was ordered. The Teas and 
Nays were called, and the vote stood 108 to 
108: the Speaker voting in the affirmative, Mr. 
Englishes proposition was agreed to. The Ifeas 
and Nays were as follows : 

Teas. — Messrs Ahl, Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Barks- 
dale, Bishop, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Braneb, 
Bryan, Buraett, Bums, Carutbers, Caskle, Clark (Mo.), 
Clay. Clemens. Clingman, Cobb, John Cochrane, CrsJ'g 
(Ho.), Craige (N. C. >, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, DavU 
ntflss.), Dewart, Dowdell, £dmundi>on, Elliot, JSngHth, 
Eustls, Faulkner, Florence, Oarnett, Gartrell, Qoode, 
Greenwood, Gregg, Hall (Ohio), Hatch, Hawkins, Hill, 
Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, 
Jones (Tenn.), J. Glancy Jones, Owen Jonta^ Keitt, 
Kelly, Kunkel (Md.), Lamar, Landy, Leidy, Letcher, 
Maclay, McQueen, Mason, Maynard, Mile.^, Miller, MIU" 
son, Moore, Niblack, Orr, Psndltt n, Peyton, Phelps, 
Phillips, Powell, Quitman, Keady, Reagan, Uuffin, Rua- 
sell, 8andidge, Savage, Scales, bcott. Searing, Seward, 
Shaw (N. C), Shorte-, Singleton, Smith (Teiin.), Smith 
(Vu), Stall wo th, Stephens, SteveoHon, Stewart (Md.), 
Talbott, Taylor (N. Y.), Tiippe, Ward, Warrtn. WatltlnS, 
While, Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, Wright ^Ga.), 
Wright (Tenn.), Zollicoffer— 109. 

[The four in Ualica had hithe.to voted anti-Leconip* 
ton.] 

Nats. — Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Billinghurst, 
Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Bray ton, Bulliuton, Burl uguiue, 
Burroughs, Campbell, Case, Chaffee, Cbapinnn, Clark 
Conn.), Clark (N. Y.), Clawson, Cockeiill, Colfax, Com* 
Ins, Covode, Cox, Cragln, Curtis. Damrell, Davis il^ld.), 
Davis ^nd.), Davis (Mass.), Davis (Iowa>, Dawes, Dean, 
Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Farnsworth, Kenton, Foley, 
Foster, Glddlngs, Gilman, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, 
Groesbeck, Grow, Hall (Mass.*, Harlan, Harris (Md ), 
Harris, (IlL), Haskln, Hickman, Hoard, Ho ton, Howard, 
Kellogg, Kelsey, Knapp, Lawrence, Leiter, Lovt^oy, Mar- 
shall uLj.) Marshall (111.), Matteson, Montgomery, Mor- 
gan, Blon'ill, Morris (Penn ,) Morris (111.), Morse (Me.), 
Morse (N. Y ), Mott, Murray, Nichols, Palmer, Pett.t, 
nke, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, liicaud, U.tchie, Kob- 
bins, Royce, Shaw (UL), Sherman (Ohioi, Sherman 
(N. Y.«, Smith (IlL), Spinner, Stanton, Stevart (Penn.), 
Tappan, Thompson, Tompk ns, Utide. wood. Wade, Wal- 
bridge, Wahlron, Walton, Washburne (IIU), Washbume 
(Me ), WlUoc, Wood— 108. 

The following, not voting, had paired off ; 

Adrahi with Huyler, Dimmick with BIcKlbbhi, GillJ 
with Roberts, Claik B. Cochrane with Slcklas, Reilly 
with Thayer, Taylor (La.) with Kunkel (Pa.), Wash- 
burne (Wis.) with Arnold, OUn with Corning. 'White* 
ley, absent. 

The Conunittec of Conference was coirposed 
of Messrs. James S. Green, (Mo.), Robert M. T. 
Hunter, (Va ), and William H. Seward, (N. Y ), 
of the Senate ; and Messrs. William II. English, 
(Ind.), Alexander H. Stephens, (6a.), and Wil- 
liam A. Howard, (Mich.), on the part of the 
House. 

On the 23d of April, the Committee made 
their report (susceptible of various interpreta- 
tions), Messrs. Seward of the Senate, and How- 
ard, of the House, dissenting. After a running 
fight of a week between the friends and oppo- 
nents of the new scheme, on the 30th of April, 
the report of the Committee was adopted bf 
both branches of Congress. It was as follows : 

An Act J6r lAe Admission of ths StcOe of Kantaa 
into t^ Union. — Whereas, the people of the Territory 
of Kansas did, by a convention of delegates aasembled 
at Lacompton on the 7th day of Nov., 1S57, for that par 
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poae, fbnn for themMlTM a oomklUitiMi and Statt 
goverament, which constltation !■ repabUcao; and 
whsreaa, at the same time and place, >aid convention 
d'.d adopt an ordinance, which said ordinance aaerts 
that Kansas, when admitted as a State, will have an on- 
doubted right to tax the luids within her limite belong* 
Ing to the United States, and propoiee to relinquish said 
asserted right if certain conditions set forth in said or- 
dinance be accepted and agreed to by the Congress of 
the United States ; and toAer«a«, the said constituUon 
and ordinance have been presents to Congress by order 
of said convention, and admission of said Territory into 
the Union thereon as a State requested ; and loAereos, 
said ordinance is not acceptable to Congress, and it Is 
desirable to ascertain whether the people of Kansas 
eoncur in the changes in said ordinance, hereinafter 
■tated, and desire admission into the Union as a State 
as herein proposed : Therefore, 

B€ it enact6cf, etc,. That the State of Kansas be, and 
Is hereby admitted into the Union on an equal footing 
with the original States, in all respects whatever, but 
vpon this fundamental condiUon precedent, namely : 
That the question of admission with the following pro- 
poaltlon, in lieu of the ordinance framed at Lecompton, 
be submitted to a vote of the people of Kansas, ana 
assented to by them or a majority of the voters voting 
at an election to be held for that purpose, namely : 
Tnat the following propositions be, and the same are 
hereby offered to the people of Kansas for acceptance 
or rejection, which, if accepted, shall be obligaio.y on 
the United States and upon the said State of Kansas, to 
wit: Firnt^ That sections mumber sixteen and thirty- 
six in every township of public lands in said State, or 
where ether of said sections or any part thereof nas 
been sold or otherwise disposed of, other lands equiva- 
lent tlie.eto, and as contiguous as may be, shall be 
granted to said State for the use of schools. Second. 
That seventy-two sections of land shall be set apart and 
reserved for the support of a State Unive.sity, to be 
selected by the Governor of said State, subject to the 
approval of the Commbsioners of the General Land- 
Oihce, and to be appropriated and applied .n such man- 
ner as the legislature of said State may prescribe fof 
the purp Me aforesaid, but for no other purpose. Third^ 
Tliat ten entire sections of land, to be selected by the 
Uoveruor of said State, in legal subdivisions, shall be 
granted to said State for the purpose of completing the 
public buildings, or for the erection of othe.s at the seat 
of government, under the d rection of the le^slature 
thereof. I'ourth^ That all salt springs within said SUte, 
not excee<ling twelve in number, with six sections of 
land adjoinmg, or as contiguous as may be to each, 
shall be granted to said State for its use, the same to be 
selected by the Governor thereof, within one year after 
tue adm.ss.on of said State; and, when so selected, to be 
used or disposed of on such terms, conditions and regu- 
lations as the legislature may direct : JHr</videdf That 
no sa t spring or land, the right whereof is now vested 
in any individual or individuals, or which may hereafter 
be uoudrmed or adjudged to any individual or indivi- 
duals, shall by this article be granted to said State 
/^i/tv, That five per centum of the net proceeds of sales 
of all public lands lying within said State which shall be 
sold by Congress after the admission of said State into 
the Union, after deducting ail the expenses incident to 
the !>ame, shall be paid to said State for the purpose of 
mak.ng public roads and internal improvements, as the 
legislature shall direct : J*rovid€d^ The foregoing pro- 
positions herein offered are on the condition that said 
state of Kansas shall never interfere with the primary 
disposal of the lands of the United States, or with any 
regulations wtiicti Congress may find necessary for 
securing the title in said soil to bona Jlde purchasers 
thereof, and that no tax shall be imposed on lands be- 
longing to the United States, and that in no case shall 
noil-resident proprietors be taxed higher than residents. 
Hixtlb^ And that said State shall never tax the lands or 
property of the United Slates in that State. 

At tiie said election ttie voting shaU be by ballotj and by 
Indorsing on Ids ballot, as eacti voter may be pleased. 
** Proposition accepted," or ** Proposition rejected." 
Should a majority of the votes cast be for '* Proposition ao- 
eepted," the President of the Uidted States, as soon as the 
fact is duly made known to him, shall announce the same 
by proclamation ; and thereafter, and without any further 

Kooeedings on the part of Congress, the admission of the 
Ate of Kansas into the Union upon an equal footing with 
(he original States in all respecte whatever shall be com- 
plete and absolute ; and said State shall be entitled to one 
member in tiie House of RepresentaUves in the Congress 
•f the United States until the next census be taken by the 
federal Goveruuient. But should a majority of the votes 
cast be for " Proposition r^ected," it shall be deemed and 



hdd thai the people (rf KaaMM do not ditin 1 
the Union with said Constitotfton imder the oondMoi Ml 
forth in said proposition : and In tliat eTiDi the paopto of 
said Territoiy are hereby antlKvlMd and empowered ta 
form for themselves a Constitution and State GusrtnmmAf 
by the name of the State of Kansas, according to the le^ 
oral Conatitution, and may elect dekqpites for that pmpoee 
whenever, and not before, it it ascertained 1^ a oeDses 
duly and legally taken, that the population of said Terri* 
tory equals or exceeds the ratio of representation required 
for a member of the House of Seinresentatiyes of theOon- 
gress of the United States ; and whenever thereafter soeh 
delegates ^aJl assemble in ConventkHi, Uiey alkali flnt de- 
temune by a vote whether it is the wish of the people of 
the proposed State to be admitted into the Union at that 
time ; knd, if so, shall proceed to form a Constitution, and 
take all necessary steps for the establishment of a state 
Government, in conformity with the Federal Con^tottoa. 
suhJect te suchllmitatloae and restrlctloos as to the mode ana 
manner of its approval or ratification by the people of the 
proposed State as they may have prescribed by hiw, and 
shall be entitled to admission into the Union ea a State un- 
der such ConsUtntion, thus fairly and legaUy made, wither 
without Slavery, as sud Constitution may prescribe. 

S S. And &• U further miact&d^ That for the pur- 
pose of insuring^as far as possible, that the electloiia an ■ 
thorlzed by this act may be fiiir and ft«e, the Ctovemor, 
United States District Attorney, and Secretary of the Ttg- 
ritory of Kansas, and the presiding ofBcers of the tsro 
branches of its Legislature, namely, the President of the 
Council and the Speaker of the House of Bepresentathes, 
are hereby constituted a board of Commissioners to cany 
into effect the pro^sions of this act, and to use aUtke 
means necessary and proper to that end. And three ef 
them shall consutute a board; and the board shall have 
power and authority to designate and establish prednets 
for voting or to adopt those already established ; to oawi 
polls to be opened at such places as it may deem pn»erlB 
the respective counties and election prechicts of said Ter- 
ritory ; to appoint as Judges of election at eadi ci the 
several places of voting, three discreet and req»eetaUe 
persons, any two of whom shall be eompetent to aet: tc 
require the sheriffs of the several counties, by themeehn* 
or deputies, to attend the judges at each of the places of 
voting, for the purpose of preserving peace and good e^ 
der ; or Uie said board may, instead of said shenib and 
then: deputies, appoint at their discretion, axA in such in- 
stances as they may choose, other fit persons for tlieiUM 
purpose. The election hereby authorised shall continnr 
one day only, and shall not be continued later than sm 
down on that day. The said board shall appoint the dej 
for holding said election, and the said Governor shaU an 
nounce the same by proclamation ; and the day shall be 
as early a one as is consistent with due notice thereof to 
the people of said Territory, subject to the provisions of 
this act. The said board ^all have ftili power to presoribe 
the time, manner, and place of said election, and to dircet 
the time (within) which returns shall be made to the said 
board, whose duty it shall be to announce the result by 
prochunaUon, and the said Governor shall certify the saaw 
to the President of the United States without delay. 

1 8. And bs it further enacted. That hi the election 
hereby authorised, all white male iidiabltants of said Tcr* 
ritory. over the age of twenty-one years, who poss e ss tin 
qualmcatlons which were required by the laws of said Tct- 
roory for a legal voter at the last general election for tiM 
members of the Territorial Legislature, and none other^ 
shall be allowed to vote; and this shall be the only qnaBi* 
cation required to entitle the voter to the ri^t of soflkage 
hi said election. And if any person not so qualified shdi 
vote or offer to vote, or If any person shall vote more than 
once at said election, or shall make, or cause to be made, 
any false, fictitious, or fraudulent returns, ox shall alter or 
change any returns of said election, such person shall, up- 
on conviction thereof before any court of competent Juns- 
dlction, be kept at hard labor not less than six months and 
not more than three years. 

% 4. And be it farther enacted, Thai the members 
of the aforesaid board of commissioners, and all persons 
appointed by them to carry Into effect the provinxis of 
this act, shall, before entering upon their duties, take an 
oath to perform faithfully the duties of their respective 
, offices : and on failure thereof, they shall be liable and 
subject to the same charges and penalties as are provided 
In like cases under the Territorial laws. 

I 6. And be it further enacted. That the oflioers 
mentioned in the preceding section shall receive for tiiefar 
services the same compensation as Is ^ven for like servicts 
under the Territorial laws. 

The vote In the Senate, on agreeing to the Conference Coqi- 
mittee*8 Report, 8lbod--Yeas, 80; Nays, 28; as follows: 

Ybasw— Messrs. Allen. Bayard, Beijamln, Bigler, BIgrv, 
Bright, Brown, Clay. Davis, Evans, nupatcbk, Qreeo, 
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J Bammond, Houton, Hunter, iTenoiif Johoaon (Arte) 
Johiiaao (Tenn.), Jones, Kennedy, Mallory, MasonJ^olk, 
Push, Sebaatian, Thompson (N.J.), Toombs, Wright, Yolee. 

MAYB.-~Me88r8. Brcderick, Cameron, Chandler, Colla- ' 
Bier, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, ' 
Feaaenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, King, 
8«vai d, Simmons, 8tuart, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson. 

Pairko.— Bell with Pearce, Fitch with Sumner. 

Absaiit.— Cla:k, Bates, Henderson, Reld, Thompson 
'.Ky.). SlideU, 

In the House, on the final Tote, among those who had 
voted against the original Lecompton Bill and who now 
supported the English scheme, were Gilmer. Am., of N. C, 
Mid the following Democrats, ria. : English and Foley, 
of Ind ; Cockerill, Cox, Oroesbeck, Hall, Lawrence and 
Pendleton, of Ohio; and Owen Jones, of Pa. Gen. 
Qoitman, of Mississippi, and Mr. Bonham, of 8. C, fire 
caters, voted No, and the following members " paired 
•IT,** Tis. : Washburn (Wis.) with Arnold ; Matteson with 
Kevben Davis; Purriance with Dlmmick; Morrill with 
Vaolkner: Horton with Hill; J. C. Kunkel with Miles 
Taylor; Montgomery with Warren; Thompson with 
8(«wart (Md.) ; and Wood with George Taylor. 

In accordance with thin act ttf Congress, 
the people of Kansas went into an election on 
the 8d of August, 1858. Notwitlifitandin^ the 
liberal offers in regard to doiiatioiiH to Kaunas 
of public lands, in this bill, and the tlireat that 
If the people did not accept a State Government 
with the Lecompton Constitution, they should 
not be permitted to ccme in as a State with 
any Constitution, till they shoiUd have a full 
population of 98,340, still, the Lecompton Con- 
ttitation was again rejected by more than ten 
thousand mnjority. Thin may be regarded as 
Hcke final disposition of thli famous Constitution. 
From first to last, it had been the cau«e or the 
Bttbject of more speecl^es in Congress than any 
m6«sare ever brought before that body. 

THE WYANDOT CONSTITUTION. 

The Territorial Legislature passed an act 
'(Feb. 11, 1859) to refer the question to the 
people of a new Constitutional Convention, the 
election to be held on the first Tuesday in 
March, 1869. The election was held, and 
Tetulted in a majority of 8,881 in favor of a 
Convention. This result being ascertained, the 
Governor issued his proclamation lor an elec- 
tion of delegates. The old party organizations 
were now abandoned, and those of Republicans 
and Democrats substituted, and it was on this 
basia that the canvass for the election of dele- 
gatee proceeded. The Convention was to 
consist of fifty-two delegates. The Democrats 
prooUimed themselves dittciples of Mr. Douglas 
and his Territorial Sovei'eignty doctrine, and 
decidedly opposed to making Kansas a Slave 
State. The Leavenworth district, where, 
throogh its contractors for army supplies, the 
OoTemment exercised a great influence, and 
which from its popuUtion was entitled to ten 
dolegates, elected the Democratic ticket, not, 
however, without the aid of fraudulent votes. 
Bat the Republicans, by their predominance in 
other parts of the Territory, succeeded in 
•ecoring a majority in the Convention of thirty- 
five to seventeen. 

The Convention met at Wyandot on the 5th 
of July, and adiourned on the 27th of the same 
month, after adopting a Constitution by a vote 
of thirty-four to thirteen, all the Democrats 

g resent voting against it and refusing to sign 
; They had strenuously contended, in the 
Convention, for the annexation to Kansas of 
tiiat part of Nebraska aoath of the Platte ; for 



retaining as a part of the new State the western 
gold region about Pike's Peak, which was 
beginning to attract great numbers of immi- 
grants ; for the exclusion from the State of 
free negroes, and for the prohibition of bank 
issues, but bad been defeated as to all these 
points. 

By the Constitution, as adopted, the bounda- 
ries of the new State were declared to be the 
State of Missouri on the east, the 87 th parallel 
of north latitude on the south, the 4l8t parallel 
of north latitude on the north, and the S8d 
meridian of longitude west from Washington 
on the west The western boimdary cuts off 
the Pike*s Peak region and the desert which 
bounds it on the east, and limits the new State 
to the habitable eastern portion of the Terri- 
tory, embracing an area of some sixty thousand 
square miles. The Executive is to consist of a 
Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor, Attor- 
ney-General, and Superintendent of Public 
Schools, to be chosen by the people, and to 
serve for two years. The House of Represent 
tatives is to consist of seventy-five members, to 
serve one year, and the Senate of twenty-five 
Senators, to serve two years, the numbers to be 
regulated by law, but never to exceed one 
hundred Representatives, and thirty-three Sena- 
tors. The pay is to be three dollars a day and 
fifteen cents per mile travel. All bills must 
ori»inate with the House, and no act can in* 
elude more than one subject. The Supreme 
Court is to consist of three Judges, to be 
chosen by the people, to hold office for six 
years, one to go out every two years. There 
are to be five District Judges, to be chosen by 
the people of their respective districts, and to 
serve for four years. Each county is to choose 
a Judge of Probate, to serve for two years, 
and each township is to choose Justices of the 
Peace, to serve also for two years. Elections 
are to be by ballot. Every white male adult 
who is a citizen of the United States, or who has 
declared his intention to become one, having 
been a resident in the State for six months, and 
in the precinct for thirty days, is entitled to vote. 

The State is prohibited from becoming a 
party in carrying on any work of internal im- 
provement, nor can any debt, to exceed a mil- 
lion of dollars, be contracted, unless the ques- 
tion be previously submitted to, and the debt 
authorized by, a popular vote ; and in all cases 
a special tax must be levied sufficient to pay the 
interest and provide a sinking fund adequate 
to meet the principal when it becomes due. All 
corporations, banks included, must be estab- 
lished under general laws only, and the corpo- 
rators made liable to twice the amount of their 
stock. The sale of lottery tickets is prohibited. 
The schedule annexed to the Constitution 
claimed 6f Congress $600,000, or in lieu therer 
of 600,000 acres of land, to meet the claims' 
audited to nearly that amount for losses in« 
curred by citizens of Kansas during the late 
troubles. The Commissioners had declined to 
entertain the claim of the New-England Emi- 
grant Aid Society, to the amount of $25,000, 
for the destruction of their hotel at Lawrence, 
on the ground that they had no authority to 
act on any claims except those presented by 
'oitiBena of Kansas, and the Convention d^ 
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dined to go be^oad tbe report of tie Conim'u- I 

A gTHnt is naked from Congrew of 4,55l),O0u 
acres of land for intemBi improTemenCs, alio 
tlie swamp Inada of the Stale to be apptopnHUd 
a« a school fuud. 

Preflieil to the Constitution is a Bill of 
Righti, which Includes a prohibllioo of Shverv. 
rhis Bill' of ffights also proiides Cba( no penoii 
shall be incominteiit to tesdf; on account of 
hia religions belief. 

Bj a prOTieioa of the schedule, this Constitu- 
^on was submitted to a popular toi« on the 
first Tuesday in October, which resulted In iis 



IfOTcmber attracted but little interest from tbe 
general eipectfttJon of the admtsslon of the 
State under tbe oeir Constitution. Tbe Repub- 
licans, howexer, lucceeded in electing their 
delegate to Congress and a m^ority of the 
LegUUture. 

Tbe flrit State Election under tbis Constitu- 
tion was held December 6, I8S0, and resulted 
in the election of Charles Bobinaon (Rep.) as 
GoTemoT by 2618 aiBJority. Martin F, Con- 
wftj (Rep.1 for Congress by aiOt msjority, and 
the entire Republican ticket for State ofllcera 
by majorities ranging from 2000 lo 2,600, also 
ft Legiilsture w&eb was Republican in both 
branches by verj decided nu^oritics. 

Ftb. ItH>-lIr. Grow introduced in the House, 
a bill to admit Citnsiis under the Wyandot Con- 
•titutian. Referred (o Committee on Territo- 
ries, vhich (Jfareh 2{lCb) reported (majority) 
through Mr. Orow In faror of admis^oo. 

April 11. — Mr. Grow demauded the Previous 
Question on the passage of the Bill, nhich 
was seconded, and the main question orden'il. 

Mr. Barksdale, demanded the Yeas and Says 
^-ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the ofOmMttTe : Yeas, 134 ; tlnye, T3, ae folloivs : 



■ms, aiMn 7 /Kirrls 

itwfT. Jahu H Laioi, 
i.«ii». u-n, HALUMi, niisiiD, ifeQuetn. XoBai, 
jrtfM, jn/lmi. LiiiK t Huvu, Svaenh'm Jftve, Xb^ 

SirlOflH. V.I, Shmat*. aiiigUioH. ITn. SmIA. W. X. £ 
Sunn. Slatlmrtk, aittt<um. SniiiH, Themo; Tucl 
Whitttf, in«bw, Wvodmi. 
DFiBiuniU, Id It-tlia, it fmni Int EUteil, . . K 

Total, n 

FiiBun-D H T 1 ■ (Indlxni.), with Phtlpt. 

HMimiii wLth HiKHie, ot Md. 

Wade with i>vt(«L 

Somea with Jf^Cbiy (N.Y.) 

TimWri^ wUli Vtvltraaod. 

BurTouglu with Dti*n*n«eu 
Aann V»tt.\ua—DinU (Mlt.), L 
(Vl), XwiM. 

StnaU, Ftb. SIsl. -Mr. Seward introduced a 
bill for thrf admission of Kansas under the 
Wyandotte Constitution. 

On tlie jth June, IliU bill being under coa- 
sideration, 

Wlgtin. of Tct , giplirneil hh tIcwi. Ha !•- 



eaUcd gtut, ut 



ADV, AiUw. 1 
DTBalr (Pl)i K 



ihbLtt. i 



s, Bmrton, Bjuoea, , 

, __jliani, lluUitflold, CmmpbeU, 

Oar*;, Oan«r,CHe,HoTaDa T. Clark,OUu«B. C«h> 
nut, John Caekrant, CoUIti, Conkllnf , Oioptr, Conrln, 
OoTode, Cba, Curtli, Dawn, Delano, DucU, Dudd, Bdger- 



I«iT,.n«r<iis«. FoiUr, fbiiita, Tnuik, i 
Onw, Oiuln, Hile, UoU, II a ■ k I nTkuuuu, n ■ <: x- 
Qan, H«rd, JKrinnji, //buanl (Oblo), HiunplU7, Half El- 
las, IrrljM, JmldB Fraddi W. KellogB, muisni K«Ud», 
Khvihi, XUcon, KlUingcr, Larrabii, Ds mu 0. L«cii, 
LM,£«7l>»,I>oiignsdc«, LoamliL LciTdar, Hanton, Chiii^ 
S.Mirlllt,Jt<<at4t1KtHd, UcKun,llc£nIgbt,llcFhor- 
iOB,inia. JTsiriAMUry, NoorEhEad, UorwUl, Edward Jof 
Harili, AooaJ'IjrarWi, Mom, Satack, Nlioa, OUn, 
Palmar, Pttditidit, Parrr, Petttt, Factcr, Palttr, Potlle. 
IUM,KItti, Chikopliar RaUnioD, ^aaui C Babin- 
ton, Kojea, Bali war to, Boronton, Sedgwick, Bponld- 
log, Mnner, fHoatOD, Btereiu, Wm. Stewart, Aouf, Btnl- 
Vm, Tawan, Tlutrar, TbeokBr, Tompldnii, Tnin, Trimtile, 
VMlaitaiakam, Tandevsr, Veiroe, Waldno, Wi"— 
C. 0. WaiblHini, B. B. Waihliarne, Iirocl Wuhbnni, 
— ^■WdKwiUwii.V-'"" ""-■< "J"^— ' 



Id, Woodjuir. 
(nxim Free ^lateg.\'bi Ao/lai,' 



NtT»-Hi , , „ 

0- Ajmsasoii. A*h9Roee,At6rT/ Sarttdati, Soooct, Strn- 
han, BantLEo, B«»>, Bsinoy BraticK, noien)*, Bar. 
ntU, Jakn a. Clark, Clapton. Caib, Jama Craig 
Bit-l4» Cruti/e, Ci-ai^rd, Currif,JMttUieii,IlMajaw, 









irould ba ladAol 
•abjcel, and tola 



, _j ArDT bllL 

he KiDiu bin bXnthe Bcaale im tt wu fluallr d ■■ 




Jnne 7.— Mr. Wadf, of Ohi.., 
np the KiinHHs bill, which was lost — as folktwii 

YitiB— Ueuri. AnUioDy, BliUr, BInrhaB, OamotB, 
Cliiadler, Clark, CoLUoier. fiiiDD, Di>i>UtU& Dariis^ 
renenden, root, f oilar, Orlms, Uola, Uamlla, HaHsa, 
Ktog^eh, S«iFiiTd,SiiiDioiH,8nBui«r,Tefl txA. fin» 
bull, wade, miUnioii, WOeon, BsnaUloaiH, IB ; Dssoa 
crati, (Blflar and Pa|«) S-IT. 

•"Ts-^MT^ Barard, P— 



OreaD0,0«to, UaramoDd, H , , , 

Johmoo, (Tean.) Lane, f jtham. Moltair, MaaoB, in< 
—i, Peitc*, PdUe, Powall, Blo^ SebaMlas, BUdd, n^ 
I, Toombi, WIgbU, Ynle*.— 81. t^ll DamDvaHj 
Ur. Douglas was paired with Mr, Ctayj 
Crittenden (Am.), with Johnaon, of Ark., Eu- 
nedy and Saulsbury abMUt. 

So both Honsei ailjoumed and left Kmmm 
■tm in tb« oontDUon of a Territoij. 
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▲NO 



THE DRED SCOTT DECISIOK REVIEWED. 
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SPEECH OF THE HON. ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 

At Springfidd, lU,, Jww 17, 1868. 



[The fallowing speech was d«Uvered at Sprlngfteld, HL. at 
flui eiDMof tbe Republican State OonTenUon held at that 
ttoM and plaee, and by which OonveatloB ICr. Liaoola had 
beeo named a« their candidate fbr U. & Senator.] 

Mb. PaniDKiiT, and OraTUMnr or tbb Coktbiition: 
If we eooid first know where we are, and whither we 
•re tcndiiUL w« could better judge what to do, and how 
te do it. We are now far into the fifth year, since a 
polOey was Initiated wil. the avowed ol^e^ and eonfi< 
dioft promlae, of putting an end to Siaveiy agitation. 
Under the operation of that policy, tliat i^tation lias 
not only not ceased, but lias constantly augmented. In 
my opinion, it will not cease, until a crisis dutU have 
been readied and passed. ** A house divided against 
Itaelf cannot stand.^ I believe this government cannot 
endere pennanenUy half slave and half firee. I da not 
expeet tbe Union to be dissolved— I do not expect the 
boose to fall—but I do expect it will cease to be divided. 
tL win become all one thing, or all the other. Either the 
opponents of clavery will arrest the tarther spread of it, 
•nd place It where the public mind shall rest In the be- 
lief that it Is in tbe course of ultimate exUnction ; or its 
•dvoeates will push it forward, till It shall become alike 
Uwftd hi all the States, old as well as new— North as 
weQea South. 

Have we no tendency to the latter condition f 

Let any one who doubta, careAiUy contemplate that 
Dowebnost complete legal combination— piece .ef ma- 
chtaMry, to to speak— compounded of the Nebraska 
doctrfaie,and the Dred Scott Deddon. Let him con- 
ddiar not only what work the machinery is adapted to 
da, and bow well adapted ; but also, 1^ him study the 
history of Its construction, and trace, if he cui, or rather 
IkiL If lie can, to trace the evidence of design, and con- 
eert of action, among its chief architects, flrom the be- 
^anbig 

The new year of 1854 found Slavery excluded from 
nuire Iban half the States by State Constitutions, and 
fknsB most of the national territory by Ck>ngresBional 
pnUbition. Four days later, commenced the strugpgle 
frtdeb ttided in repealing that Gongressional prohibttlon. 
Thia opened all the national territoiy to Slavery, and 
VM the first point gained. 

Bat, to far. Congress only had acted : and an indorse- 
■ent by ttie people, real or apparent, was indispen> 
sable, to save the point already gained, and give chance 
fbrmore. 

Tbb ne c e ssit y had not been overlooked; but had 
b«sa provided for, as well as might be. In the notable 
•rgonent of ** squatter soverdgnty,*' otherwise called 
** sacred rl{^t of self-government," which latter phrase, 
Ibonflb expressive of the only rightful basis of any gov- 
ernment, was so perverted in this attempted use of it as 
to amount to fust this : That If any ons man choose to 
' ive anctker^ no third man siMdl be allowed to 



e^ifeei. That argument was Incorporated into the Ne- 
brarica bUl it^d^in the language which foUows: ^^It 



bebwtbe true intent and meaning of this act not to 
hgMUte fltevery into any Territory or State, nor to ex- 
«de It therelhim ; but to leave the people thereof per* 
flwtly free to Arm and regulate their domestic Institu- 
I bi tbdr own way, subject only to the Constitution 



•f flM United states.** Then opened the roar of loose 



m In favor of ** Squatter Sovereign^,** and 
* ■acred right of self-govemment.*' ** Bat,** said oppo- 
i Bembera, " let OS amend the blU to as to expressly 
tbat tbe people of the Tenitoxy maj exdude 



Slavery. ** *< Not we,** said the friends of the measure 4 
and down they voted the amendmait. 

While the Nebraska bill was passing through Congress, 
a law caae involving tbe question of a negro's fkeedoao, 
by reason of his owner having voluntarily taken hlra 
first into a Free State and then into a Territory covered 
by the Congressional prohibition, and held him at 
a slave for a long time in each, was passing tlnoagh 
the United States Circuit Court for the District of mSi- 
souri : and both Nebraska bill and law suit were bfooffat 
to a decision in the same month of liay, 1S54. The 
negro's name was ** Dred Scott," which name now desig- 
nates the dedsion finally made in the ease. Before the 
•then next Presidential Election, the law case came to, 
and was argued in, the Supreme Court of the United 
States ; but tbe decision of U was deferred until after 
the election. Still, before the election, Senator Trum- 
bull, on the floor of the Senate, requested the p^ > » d ing 
advocate of the Nebraska bill to state iU4 opittiom 
whether the people of a Territory can oonstltutkinaUy 
exclude Slavery from their limits: and the latter an- 
swers : ** That is a question for the Supreme Coort.** 

The electi(m came. Mr. Buchanan was elected, and tbe 
Indorsement, such as It was, secured. That was theaeoond 
point gained. The indorsement, however, fdi short of 
a dear popular majority by nearly four hundred thou- 
sand votci, and so, perhaps, was not overwhelnalngly 
reliable and satisfactory. Tbe outgoing Presidsnt, hi 
his last annual message, as impressivei(y as possibie, 
echoed back upon the people the we^t and autborllj 
of the indorsement. The Supreme Court met again; 
did not announce thdr decision, but ordered a re«ifa- 
ment. The Preddential inangoratlon came, and still no 
dedskm of tbe court; but the Incoming President In his 
Inaugural address, fervently exhorted the people te 
abide by the forthcoming decision, whatever it n^gbt 
be. Then in a few days, came the decision. 

The reputed author of the Nd>raska biU finds an 
early occasion to make as peecb at this capital, indore- 
ing Uie Dred Scott decision, and vehemently denoun^ 
ing all oppodtion to it. The new Presidents too, teisas 
the early occadon of tbe Sllllman letter to mdorse and 
strongly construe that decision, and to express his ae- 
tonlshment that any dUferent view had ever been enter- 
tained! 

At lengtti a squabble tprfaigs up between tbe Piesldeni 
and the author of the Nebraska bill, on the mere qoes- 
tion otjiut, whether the Lecompton Constltntion was or 
was iMt, in any Just sense, made by tbe people of Kan- 
sas; and in that quarrd tbe latter declares tbat all be 
wants is a fair vote for the people, and that he cues nei 
idiether Slavery be voted down, or voted mp, I do nei 
understand his declaration that he cares not vbetber 
Slavery be voted down or voted up, to be fnfendtd bj 
him other than as an apt definition of tbe pettegr be 
would impress upon the pnbUe mind— tbe prine^le fiir 
whidi he declares he has suffered so nuich, «nd it ready 
to saBSer to the end. And wdl may be ding to tiuil 
prindple. If he has any parental fecUng; well may be 
cling to It. That prindple la the only dured kft of Ut 
original Nebraska doctrine. Under the Dred Seott 
decision ** squatter sovereignty** squatted out of ex- 
istence, tumbled down Uke tediporaiy scaflblding— like 
the mold at the foundry served through one Matt and 
fdl back Into loose sand— helped to cany an eleotton, 
and then was kicked to the winds. Hit lale Joint elmf- 
gle with tbe Kspublicant, against tbe Lecompton Con- 
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■titutlon, InTolret nothing of th« original Ncbraaka doe- 
trine. Thtkt stmggle waa made on a point— the right of 
a people to malce tneir own constitution —apon vlilch he 
und tbe Republicans have never differed 

"nie »evt:r<il i>oLits of the Dred Scott decbdon, in con- 
nection with Senator Douglas's *' care not" policy, consti- 
tute the piece of mactdnery, in Its present state of advance- 
nent. Ttdd was the third point gained. The iroridug 
pcduts of that machinery are : 

Fimf, That no nejn'O iilave, imported as such f^ni Af- 
rica, anil no descendant of such »ljive, can ever be a citl- 
sm uf any Mate, lu Uie sense of that term as uacd in the 
Cousiitutlou of tile United frtaies. TLi& poii^t is made In 
K»rder to deprive the negro, in every iMMelple evtut, of the 
benefit of tiiut provihiou uf t)ie L'nited fitater Co>i»iituUon, 
vhich declares that " The citixet.s of each Mate shall be 
entitled to all iirivileges and imuiuuxties uf citizens lu tlie 
several ^ftates.*' 

Secon^Jlu, That " subject to the Constitution of the Tr.i- 
ted States, neither Con^reas uur a Territorial Len^lature 
can exclude Slavery from any United States lerritory. 
This point is made in order tliat individual men may fill up 
the Territories with slaves, witliout danger of loshig them 
as property, and thus to enhance the chances of perma- 
nency to the institution through all the future. 

TTUrdiy^ That whether the Ikolding a negro in actnal 
slavery in a Free State, makes him free, as against the 
holder, the United Butes courts will not deckle, but will 
leave to be decided by the couns ot any Slave i^tate the 
negro may be forced into by the master. Thb p<^t is 
made, not to be pressed immediately ; but^ If acquiesced 
Id for awhile, and apparently Indoned by the people at an 
election, then to siuAain the logical conclurion that what 
Dred Scott's master might lawfUUy do with Dred Scott, in 
Ibe free State of Ulinob, CTery other master may lawfUly 
do irtth any other one, or one thooaand slaves, hi Illinois, 
«r In aziy other Free State. 

AuzUiary to all this, and woridng band in hand with ft, 
the Nebraska doctrine, or what is left of It, Is to edncmte 
ftBd mxM public opinion, at least Northern pnbUc opinion, 
not to care whether Slavery is voted down or voted ap. 
This shows exactly where we now are ; and partially, alao, 
frtkllherwe are tending. 

It win throw additk>nal Dght on the latter, to go back. 
And mn the mind over the string of historical facts already 
■tated. Several things will now appear less dark and mys- 
terious than they dM when they were transpiring. The 
people were to be left ** perfectly free,'* subject only to the 
OoDstitntion. What the Constitution had to do with it, 
ontdders could not then see. Plainly enuagh now, it was 
an exactly fitted niclie, for the Dred Scott decision to after- 
ward e<Hne in, and declare the perfect freedom of the peo- 
ple to be Just no freedom at alL Why was the amend- 
menti, expressly declaring the right of the people, voted 
down f Plainly enough now : the adoption of it would 
kaTe qioiled the idche for the Dred Scott decision. Why 
vaa the court decision held up f AHiy even a 8imat(»-*s in- 
divldiial opinion withhekl, till after the Presidential elec- 
tion t Plainly enouj^ now : the speaking out then would 
have damaged the perfectly free argument iqion which the 
deetlon was to be carried. Why the outgoing President's 
felicitation on the indorsment? Why the delay of a re- 
argument r Wliy the incoming Prerident's advance exhor- 
tation in favor of the dedaion r These things look like the 
eantions patting and petting of a spirited hone prepara- 
toiy to mounting him, when it is dreaded thai he may give 
the rider a faU. And why the hasty after-indorsement of 
the decision by the i*resident and others? 

We cannot absolutely know that all these exact adapta- 
tiooa are the result of preconcert. But when we see a lot 
of framed timbers, Cerent portions of whkh we know 
baTe been gotten out at diOerent times and places, and by 
different workmen — Stephen, FrankUu, Roger and James, 
for instance— and when we see these timbers Joined to- 
gether, and see they exactly make the frame of a house or 
% waSUf all the tenons and mortices exactly fitting, and all 
the lengths and proportions of the different pieces exactly 
adapted to their respective places, and not a piece too 
■uunrer too few— not oodtting even acaffolding— or, if a 
rfngle piece be lacking, we see the ^aoe in the frame ex- 
aetty fitted and prepared yet to bimg soch piece in— In 
iMh a eaae,' we find It fanponible not to believe that Ste- 
pbea and Franklin and Roger and James all understood 
eoe another from the banning, and all worked upon a 
eemmnin plan or draft drawn up befnv the first Mow was 



II flhonld not be overlooked that, by the Nebraska bill, 
the people of a State as weU as a Territory, were tobe 
left **perCeettyfiree,'* " subject only to the Oonstltntion." 
Why mention a State? ^They were legislating for Territo- 
rftea, and not for or about States. Certainly the people of 
a Btato are and ought to be sulitjeot to the CooMtitntion of 
Hw United Statea; bat why is mention of this higged faito 



■this merely Territorial law? Why an the poople of a 

Territory and the people of a State therein lumped to> 

'gether. and their relation to the Conrtltution therch 

I treated as being precisely the same ? While the opbdon 

I of the court, by Cldef Justice Taney, in the Dred Seott 

I case, and the separate opiiduns of all the concmriBi 

Judges, expressly declare that the Constitution of the 

! United States neither permits Conp-eas nor a TerrttoM 

j Letrulature to exclude Slavery from any United States Tc^ 

j ritury, they all omit to declare whether or not the same 

'• Coti»tltution i>ennits a State, or the i)eople of u State, to 

exclude it. l*o««ibly^ this Is a mere ou^ission ; but wUo 

can be quite sure, if McLean or Curtis had nought to get 

\ Into tlie oidnion a declaration of unlimited power in we 

■ people of a t^ate to exclude iflavery from Uieir lludts. Jut 

, wt C'lihse and Mace bought to y^vi sMch declarHtlou, hi !>«• 

; half of the people of a territory-, into the Nebriuka hill— I 

'' ask, who can be quite sure that it would not have been vutid 

' down in the oi:e case as It had been in the other? Tbe 

'. uearctft approach to the poh:t of decLtriug the power of s 

• Mate over ^lavvry, Is made bv Judge Nelson He ap- 

^ proaches it more than once, using the precipe idea, and 

almost the language, too, of the Nebraska act. On one 

occasion, his exact language Is, *' except in cases where 

the power Is restrained by the Constitution of the United 

Stetes, the law of the State Is supreme over the sulijectof 

Slavery within its jurisdiction." In what cases the power 

of the States b so restrained bv the United Stutes Const!* 

tution, is left an open question, precisely as the same 

question, as to the restraint on the power of the Terrlto* 

lies, was left open in the Nebraska act. Put this and that 

together, and we have another nice UtUe niche, wfaleli wr 

may, ere Iouk, see filled with another Supreme Coni d^ 

cislon, declaring that the Constitution of Uie United 8tata 

does not permit a State to exclude Slavery frtHu ita Ihufti. 

And this may especially be expected if the doctrine of 

** care not whether Slavery be i-oted down or voted up," 

shall gain upon the public mJbd sufficiently to give pi» 

mlse that such a dedsion can be midntalned when made. 

Such a decision b ail that Shivery now lacks oi bdng 
aUke lawful in all the States. Welcome, or unweleoaic, 
such deddon Is probably coming, and will soon be npoB 
us, unless the power of the present political dynasty naB 
be met and overthrown. We shall lie down pleasant^, 
dreaming that the people of Missouri are on the veigec} 
making their State free, and we shall awake to the realty 
Instead, that the Supreme Court has made IlUnoia a Bava 
State. To meet and overthrow the power of that dynasty. 
Is the work now befcre all those who would prevent tiiat 
constmmiation. This Is what we have to do. How eas 
we best dolt? 

There are tliose who denounce ns openly to their own 
friends, a id yet whisper us softhr. that Senator Doa^tam b 
the aptest instrument there b wtth which to effect ttiait ob- 
ject. They wish us to inftr all, flrom the fact that he now 
has a little quarrel with the present head of tiie dlynaaly ; 
and that he has regularly voted witti us on a aingie poiat, 
vpoxk which he and we have never dlffeied. They readiid 
ns that he b a great man, and that the lar^gestof u an 
very small ones. Let thb be granted. But " a Uvlng dog 
b better than a dead lion." Judge Douglas, If not n doaifl 
Hon, for thb work, b at least a caged and tootUesi eoe. 
How can he (^>pose the advances of Slavery ? He doot 
care anything aboi&t it. Kb avowed mbdon is improali^ 
the '' public heart " to eare nctMng about U. A loadhv 
Douglas Democratic newspaper thlnla Don^as^s anperisr 
talent will be needed to resbt the revival tl the Aftleu 
slave-trade. Doe« Douglas believe an effort to revlretiMt 
trade b approacldng ? He has notaaid aa Dees he natty 
thhik so ? But if it b, how can he resbt it? For yeanhe 
has labored to prove it a sacred right of white men to lake 
negro slaves iiito the new Territories. Can Ite peiAly 
show that it b less a sacred right to boy them when tliey 
can be bou^t cheapest? And unquestlonab!^ theyeaa 
be bought cheaper in Africa than in Virginia. He Imi 
done all in hb power to reduce the whole qaeation of fi^ 
very to one of a mere right of property ; andaai 
can he oppose the foreign slave-trade-^bow can he : 
that trade hi that ''property" shall be ^perfectly free"— 
unlea he does it a% a protection to the home prodnettaf 
And as the home producers will probably not ask tiM ] 
tectlon, he will be wholly without a ground of 

Senator Douglas holds, we know, that a man niayrl 
fhlly be wiser to-day than he was yesterday— thai heinf 
rigbthilly change when he finils himself wrong. But eaa 
we, for that reason, run ahead, and infer mat IwwII 
make any particular diange, of whioh he, hhnsdf^ has 
given no Intimation f Can we safdy base our ao'loa npsa 
any sueh vague inference? Now, as ever, I wish ni4 le 
misrepresent Judge Douglas's position, quftStioB idi 
motives, or do aught that can be personally oAndvs It 
him. Whenever, if eTer, he and we ean come togetber OB 
prindple so that our eause may have assistance fr«a bb 
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ahnity, I ho|M to have Interposed no adTentltiou 
OMAcle. Bat clearly, he ti not now with as— he does not 
pretend to be— he does not promise ever to be. 

Our cause, then, must be intrusted to, and conducted 
bj, its own undoubted friends— those whose hands are 
fn«, whose hearts are in the work — who do eare for tiie 
ree nl t. Two years ago the Republicans of the nation 
VDttStered over thirteen hundred thousand strong. We 
did this under the single impulse o'revislance to a common 
loi ger, witli ererv external circum^staLce against us. Of 



strange, diecordftit, and eren hostile efcntentn, w« 
gathered from the ft>ur winds, and formed and fought the 
bii ttle through, under the constant bet fire of a discipiii ed, 
proud and pampered enemy. Did we brave all tiiem to 
falter now? — now, when that same enemy Ia wavering, 
disverered and belligerent f The result is not doubtful. 
We shall not fail — if we stand Arm, we tfioU not faiL 
Wise counsels may accelerate, or mistakes deluy it, but^ 
sooner or luter, tiie victory is siure to come. 
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SLAVERY DISCUSSED BY LINCOLN AND DOUGLAS. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 



MR. LINCOLN'S SPEECH. 



At the second Joint Debate, between Mr. 
Douglafl and Mr. Lincoln, at Freeport, Illinois, 
Angost 27th, 1868, Mr. Lincoln spoke as fol- 
lows: 



A«D OvxTLKiiieK: On Saturday last, Judge 
Doni^as and myself first met in public discussinn. He 
•poke one hour, I an hour and a half, and he replied for 
half and hour. The order is now reversed. I am to 
tptak an hour, he an hour and a half, and then I am to 
r^pl^ for half an hour. I propose to devote myself during 
tbm flrst boar to the scope of what was brought within the 
range of hie halMtoor speech at Ottawa. Of course there 
vaa brought within the scope in that hair>hour'8 speech 
■o me thing of his own opening speech, In the course of 
lliat opening argument. Judge Douglas proposed to me 
wveo dbtinct Interrogatories. In my speech of an hour 
and a half, I attended to some other parts of his speech, 
and ioetdentally, as I thought, answered one of the in* 
terrogat^iries then. I then distinctly intimated to him 
thiu I would answer the rest of his interrogHtories on 
eondltlon only that he should agree to anower as many 
Aw me. He made no intimation at the time of the propo- 
»M<ra, nor did he In his reply allude at all tb that sugges- 
Hen of mine. I do him no ii^ustice in saying that he 
fwcopied at least half of his reply in dealing with me as 
though 1 had r^^t9td to answer his interrogatories. I 
now propose that I will answer any of the interrogatories, 
HpOQ condition that he will answer questions from me not 
eaoeedlng tlie same number. I give him an opportunity 
lo respond. The Judge remains silent. I now say that I 
Witt answer his interrogatories, witether he answers mine 
or not ; and that after I have done so, I shall propound 
uilne to him. 

I haTe supposed myself, since the organisation of the 
Eepnbilcan party at bloomington, in May, 18S6, bound as 
1 party man by the platforms of the party, then and since. 
If hi any interrogatories which I shall answet go beyond 
die eeope of what Is within these platforms, it will be per- 
ceived thai no one Is responsible but n.yself. 

HaTing said thus much, I will take up the Judge's In- 
lerro^torles as I find them printed in the Chicago Ttmtt^ 
aad answer them MrtoMm. In order that there may be 
no BuMake about It, I have copied the interrogatories In 
writing, and also my answers to them. The first of these 
laierrogatories is in these words : 

^M^rliOR L **I desire to know whether Lincoln to-lay 
fluuids, aa he did In 18M, in favor of the tmcondlttonal repeal of 
ika rvgklve Slave lawr* 

Jkmmm. I do not now. nor ever did, stand In fkvor of the 
MWOBdlltnwsl repeal of the Fogldve Slave law. 

^ JL ** Idoeire him to answer wheiher he standi pledged 
to-day. as be did In 1864, against the admission of any more 
OjliTe States into the Union, even if the people want themT' 

X I do not now, or ever did, stand pledged against the ad- 
■■■iMiof any more Steve States into the Union. 

•.^ t. **I want to know whether he stands pledged against 
Ike aiielaslnii U a new State bilo the Union with soeh a Oon- 
epitlqa as Ike people of that State may see ill to make r> 

. iUI do cot stsiod pledged agaiaat the admlsalon of a new 
j^itejat o the Uidon, wnh such a Constitution as the people of 

'fl. ^ •« I want to kaow wbetber ke staadfl to-day pledged 
lifce ■iiriMihiM nf lliTiMrr ki IIm mrtrint if fTnlTsTihi r 



A. I do not stand to-day pledged to the aboUtkm of Stevery 
In the District of Columbia. 

Q. 5. " I desire him to answer whether be stands pledged 
to the prohibition of the slave-trade between the differeal 
States?'^ 

^ I do not stand pledged to the prohibition of the steve* 
trade between the different States. 

S. ft. "I desire to know whether be stands pledged to pre- 
t Klavery in all the Territoriea of the United Suites, North 
as well as South of the Missouri Compromise line ?" 

A. I am impliedly. If not expressly, pledged to a belief ie 
the r^M and dtAy of Congress to prohibit Slavery in all the 
United States Territories. 

Q. 7. " I desire him to answer whether he is opposed te 
ihR acquisition of any new territory unless Stevery is first pro- 
hibited therein r' 

A. I am not generally opposed to honest acquisition of ter> 
ritory ; and. in any given case, I would or would not oppose 
such acquisition, accordingly as I might think such acquintloQ 
would or would not aggravate the Stevery questlou among 
ounelves. 

Now, my friends, It will be perceived npon an ezamlna> 
tlon of these questions and answers, that so far I hare 
only answered that I was not pMtffsd to this, that or the 
other. The Judge has not framed his Interrogatories te 
ask me anything more than this, and I have answered lo 
strict accordance with the interrogatories, and have 
answered truly that 1 am not pUdijtd at all upon aojr 
of the points to which I have answered. But I am not 
disposed to hang upon the exact form of his Interrogatory. 
I am rather disposed to take up at least some of these 
questions, and state what I really think upon them. 

As to the first one, in regard to the Fugitive Slave Law, 
I have never hesitated to say, and I do not now hesitate 
to say, that I think, under the Constitution of the United 
9tat^ the people of the Southern States are entitled to a 
Congressional Fugitive Slave Law. Having said that, I 
have had nothing to say in regard to the existing Fugitive 
Slave Law, farther than that 1 think It should have beea 
framed so as to be fjree flrom some of the objections that 
pertain to It, without lessening its efldency. And inas- 
much as we are not now in an agitation in regard to an 
alteration or modification of that tew, I would not be the 
man to introduce it as a new snl^iect of agitation upon 
the general question of Slavery. 

In regard to the other question, of whether I am 
pledged to the admission of any more Steve States Into 
the Union, I state to you very frankly that I would be 
exceedingly sorry ever to be put in a position of haTlng 
to pass npon that question. I should be exoeedihgly glaa 
to know that there would never be another Steve State 
admitted into the Union ; but I must add, that If SUtvery 
shall be kept out of the Territories during the territorial 
existence of any one given Territory, and then the 
people shall, having a ftUr opportunity and a ^ar field, 
when they come to adopt the Constitution, io soeh aa 
extraordinary thing as adopt a Slave Oonstltntion, nain- 
fluenced by the actual presence of the institution aatoni^ 
them, I see no alternative, if we own the eountry» bat 
to admit them Into the Union. 

The third Interrogatory is answered by the answer to tiie 
aeoond, it being, as I eonoelve, the same as the seeond. 

The fttnrth one te la regard to the abolition of Stevery 
in the Dtetrictof OofamMa. In retetfoa to that, I have 
nj miod -WTf diaiiaetly auuie op. I sboald be 



IM 



A POLITICAL TEXT- BOOK /OB 1860. 



logly gUd to fM Rsrery iboUahed In the Dbitrlet of 
Oolumbiiu I bdlere that Gongreas possesses the con«ii- 
tatloaAl power to abolish It. let, as a member of Gon> 
gre«, I uiould not, with mj present views, be in favor of 
mdeavorinff to abolish Slavery in the District of Oo> 
lombia, unless it would be upon tlie^e conditions: Fir^t^ 
that the abolition should be gradual. Second^ that it 
should be on a vote of the msjurity of qualified voters in 
the District; and mtd^ that compensation should be 
made to uiiiriUing owners. With these three conditions, I 
confess I would be ezeeedingly glad to see Gongn^ss 
abolinh Slavery in the District of Columbia, and, in the 
Unguage uf Henry Clay, ** sweep from our Capital that 
foul blot upon our nation.'* 

lu reguni to ttie fiftli interrogatory, I mart sny here, 
that lis to the question of the abolition of the slave-trade 
l)etween the different States, 1 can truly augwer, as I 
have, that I am pledged to nothing abuut it. It is a 
subject to which I have not given that mature considera- 
tion that would make me feel authorised to state a posi- 
tion so as to hold myself entirely bound by it. In otlier 
words, that question has never been prominently enough 
before me to Induce me to investigate whether we really 
have the constitutional power to do it. I could Investigate 
it if I had sufficient time, to bring myself to a conclusion 
upon that sul^ject; but I have not done so, and I say so 
franlcly to you here, and to Judge Douglas. I must say, 
however, ttiat If I should be of opinion that Congress 
(iocs possess the constitutional power to abolish the 
slave-trade among the different States, I should still not 
be in favor of the exercise uf tiiat i>ower unless upon 
some conservative principle as I conceive It, akin to what 
I Itire said In relation to the abolition of Slavery In the 
District of Columbia. 

My answer as to whether I desire that Slavery should 
be prohibited In all tiie Territories of the United States, 
is full and explicit within itself, and cannot be made 
clearer by any comments of mine. So I suppose in 
regard to the question whether I am opposed to the acqui- 
sition of any more territory unless Slavery is first pro- 
hibited therein, my answer is such that I could add no- 
tiiing by way of illustration, or making myself better under- 
stood, Uian the answer which I have placed in writing. 

Now in all this, the Judge has me, and he has me on 
the record. I suppose he had flattered himself that I was 
really eotertainUig one set of opinions for one place and 
another set for another place— that I was afraid to say 
at one place what I uttered at another. What I am say- 
fng here I suppose I say to a vast audience as stronpy 
tending to Abolitionism as any audience in the State of 
Illinois, and I believe I am saying that which, if it would 
be offensive to any persons and render them enemies to 
myself, would be offensive to persons in this audience. 

I now proceed to propound to the Judge the interroga- 
tories, so far as I have framed them. I will bring for- 
ward a new installment when 1 get them ready. I will 
bring them forward now, only reaching to number four. 

The first one is : 

Question L If the people of Kansas shall, by means en- 
tirely unohJectlonabie hi all other respects, adopt a State Con- 
stitution, and ask admission into the Union under it, before 
they have the requisite number of inliabitants according to the 
Bnglish bill— some ninety-three thousand— will you vote to 
admit them? 

Q. 2. Can the people of a United States Territory, in any 
iawftil way, against the wish of any cidzen of the United 
States, exclude Hlavery from its Umits prior to the formation 
of a Stale Constitution ? 

Q. a. If the Supreme Court of the United States shall decide 
that States cannot exclude Slavery from their limits, are you 
in Csror of aequiesdng in, adopting and following such de- 
olslon as a rule of political action ? 

Q. 4. Are you in favor of acquiring additional territory, in 
dlwegard of now such acquisition may aU'eci the nation on the 
Slavery question t 

As introductory to these interrogatories which Judge 
Douglas propounded to me at Ottawa, he read a set of re- 
solutions which he said Judge Trumbull and myself had 
grticipated in adopting, in tiie first Kepubllcnn State 
nvention, held at Springfield, in October, 18M. He 
insisted that I and Judge Trumbull, and perhaps the 
entire BepubUcan party, were responsible for the doc- 
trines ooalained in Uie set of resolutions which he read, 
aod I understand that it was fh>m that set of resolutions 
that he deduced the interrogatories which he propounded 
to me, using these resolutions as a fort of authority for 
propounding those questions to me. Now I say here to- 
day that I do not answer his interrogatories because of 
Iheir springing at all from that set of resolutions which he 
re id. I answered thwn because Judge Douglas thought 
At to ask them. I do not now, nor never did, reeognlie 
any responsibility npon myself in that set of resoluuons. 
Wben i replied to him on that oecasion, I assured him 
tliat I never had anything to do with them. I rspeat 
tera to-dsj, that I nevar, in any posaibto form, bad any- 
Uiiiif t« do with Ihat Mt af rts«latVaoa. It lunis oat, I 



believe, that thosa resolutions war* nev«r passed in 119 
Convention hdd in Bpringflield. It tarns out Uiat U^f 
were never passad at any Convention or any pabUs 
meeting tliat I had any part in. I believe it turns a«t la 
addition to all this, that there was not, in the fall of ISM, 
any Convention holding a session at SpriugOeld calltaw 
itself a Republican State Convention ; yet it is true tbsie 
was a Convention, or assemblage of men ealling tli«a* 
selves a Convention, at Bprin^ield, that did pass $omt 

. resolutions. But so little did I really know of the pro- 
ceedings of that Convention, or what aet of resolntioai 

j they had passed, though having a general knowledge 
tiiHt there had been such an assemblage of men then, 
that when Judge Douglas read the resolutions, I resits 
did nut know but they had been the resolutions pasMd 
Uten and there. I did not question that tliey were the re- 
solutions adopted. For I conld not bring myself to sop- 
pose that Judge Dou^as could say what be did upon IhU 
subject without kntming that it was true. I contentsd 
myself, on that occasion, with denving. as I truly oouidi, 
all connection with them, not denying or aArmiaf 
whether thev were passed at Springfield. Now it tOTM 
out that he had got hold of some resolutions passed at 
some Convention or public meeting in Kane Oonnty. I 
wish to say here, that I don*t conceive that in any fiir 
and just mind this discovery relieves me at all. I tod 
just as much to do with the Convention in Kane Cooaty 
as that at Springfield. I am just as mu<A responelMe fir 
the resolutions at Kane County as those at Springfldd, 

rfhe amount of the responsibility being exactly nothing la 
either case : no more than there would be in regard to s 
set of resolutions passed in the moon. 

I allude to this extraordinary matter in this eanvaa 
for some Airther purpose than anything yet advancai. 
Judge Douglas did not make his statement upon thai oo- 
caslon as matters that he believed to be true, but hi 
stated them roundly as being tru^ in such fbrm m ts 
pledge his veracity for thehr tmth. Wben tha irtMb 
matter turns out as ft does, and when wa consider whs 
Judge Douglas Is— that he is a distingnishad Senator e( 
the United States— that he has served nearly tvdn 
years as such — that his character is not at aU lUnitad « 
an ordinary Senator of the United States, boi that bb 
name has become of world-wide renown— It is 



iraordinary that he should so far forget all the •ngfv 
tions of justice to an adversary, or of pradence to nua* 
self, as to venture upon the assertion of that whteb thf 
slightest investigation would have shown him to be whol^ 
false. I can onlv account for his having done so npoi 
the supposition that that evil genius which has atteiraai 
him tlirotigh his life, giving to him an a|^>arent astonish- 
ing prosperity, such as to lead very many good man ts 
doubt there being any advantage in virtue over viea— I 
say I can only account for it on the supposition that that 
evil genius has at last made up its mind to fbrsake bin. 

Aod I may add that another extraordfnary fBaton 
of the Judge's conduct in this canvass made more extras 
ordinary by this incident— is, that he is in the haUt, is 
almost all the speeches he makes, of charging falsehood 
npon his adversaries, myself and others. I now aik 
whether he is able to nnd In anything that Judge Tma- 
bull, for instance, has said, or in anytidng that I baii 
said, a justification at all compared with what we baTtt,ii 
this instance, for that sort of vtdgarity. 



MR. DOUGLAS' REPLY. 

Linin AND QsHTLioinit : I am ^ad that at last I ban 
brought Mr. Lincoln to the condurion that he bad b«tt« 
delino his position on certain political questions to wUiA I 
called his attention at Ottawa. He there showed no dispo- 
sition, no Inclination, to answer them. I did not praisnl 
idle questions for him to answer merely for nay gratiflMf 
tlon. I laid the foundation for those interrogatories by 
showing that they constituted the platform of the party 
whose nominee he is for the Senate. I did not presniM 
that I had the right to catechise him as I saw proper, onlsM 
I showed that his party, or a minority ofit, stood np«Mi lbs 
platform and were in favor of the proposlUons upon wbidh 
my questioiui were based. I desired simply to know. 
Inasmuch as he had been nominated as the flnt, last, and 
only choice of his party, whether he concnrxvd in tfcs 
platform which that party had adopted for its govenr 
ment. In a few moments I will proceed to reviev tba 
answers which he has given to these interrogatories: b«t 
in order to relieve his anxiety I will first respond totb«t 
which he has presented to me. Mark yon, he has not pre- 
sented interrogatories which have ever received thawM 
Uon of the party with which I am acting, and faaiwa be 
lias no other foundation for them than bis own c m i c a lty . 

nrst, be dsibea to knew if the peopto of Knnaa* iball 
form a Conatitotion by means aitire^ propor nnd nasb 
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leettosable and aak admbslon into the Union as a State, 
before they bare the reqalstte population for a member 
of Congress, whether I wilt rote for that admission. Well 
oow, I regret exceedingly that he did not answer that 
Interrogatory himself before be put it to me, in order 
that we mi^t understand, and not be left to infer on 
whleh side he is. Mr. Trumbull, during the last session of 
Congress, roted from the bec^ning to the end against the 
«drois8ion of Oregon, although a free State, because she 
had not the requisite population for a member of Con- 
frees. Mr. Trumbull would not consent, under any cir- 
comsiances, to let a State, free or slave, come into the 
Union nntU it had the requisite population. As Mr. 
TrombuU is in the field, fighting for Mr. Lincoln, I would 
Hke to hare Mr. Lincoln answer his own question and tell 
mo whether he Is fighting Trumbull on that issue or not. 
But I will answer his question. In reference to Kansas, 
It Is my opinion, that as she has population enough to 
oonsthote a slare State, she has people enough for a Free 
State.- I will not make Kansas an exceptionable case to 
the other States of the Union. I hold it to be a sound 
mle of nniversal application to require a Territory to 
eontain the requisite population for a member of Con- 
gress, before it is admitted as a State into the Union. I 
made that proposition in the Senate in 1856, and I renew- 
ed it during the last session, in a bill providing that no 
Territory of the United States should form a Constitution 
and apply for admission until it had the requisite popu- 
latloD. On another occasion I proposed that neither 
Kansas, or any other Territory, shoAld be admitted until 
H had the requisite population. Congress did not adopt 
any of my propositions containing this general rule, but 
did make an exception of Kansas. I will stand by that 
txception. Either Kansas must come in as a Free State, 
with whatever population she may have, or the rule must 
>e i4>plied to all the other territories alike. I therefore 
answer at once, that it having been decided that Kansas 
has people enough for a Slave State, I hold that she has 
enough for a Free State. I hope Mr. Lincoln is satisfied 
with my answer ; and now I would like to get his answer 
to hb own interrogatory — ^whether or not he will vote to 
admit Kansas before she has the requisite population. 
I want to know whether he will vote to admit Oregon 
before that Territory has the requisite population. Mr. 
lyumbnU will not, and the same reason that commits Mr. 
Trumbull against the admission of Oregon, commits him 
against Kansas, even if she should apply for admission 
as a Free State. If there is any sincerity, any truth, in 
the argument of Mr. Trumbull in the Senate, against the 
admlsnon of Oregon because she had not 98,420 people, 
although her population was larger than that ef Kansas, 
he stands pledged against the admission of both Oregon 
and Kansas until they have 98,420 inhabitants. I would 
fike Mr. Lincoln to answer this question. I would like 
him to take his own medicine. If he differs with Mr. 
Trumbull let him answer his argument against the admis- 
rion of Oregon, instead of poking questions at me. 

The next question propounded to me by Mr. Lincoln is, 
can the people of the Territory in any lawftil way, against 
^ihe wishes of any citizen of the United States, exclude 
Havery from their limits prior to the formation of a State 
eonstitution f I answer emphatically, as Mr. Lincohi has 
beard me airawer a hundred times from every stump in 
UUzKds, that in my opinion the people of a Territory can, 
by Lawfol means, exclude Slavery from their limits prior 
tb the formation of a State constitution. Mr. Lincoln knew 
that I had answered that question over and over again. 
lie heard me argue the Nebraska bili au that principle all 
over the State in 1854, in 1866, and In 1856 ; and he has no 
tzense for pretending to be in doubt as to my position on 
'iiat qaestion. It matters not what way the Supreme 
Court may hereafter decide as to the abstract question 
whether Savery may or may not go Into a Territory un- 
der the Constitution ; the people have the lawful means to 
Sntrodaco it or exclude It as they please, for the reason 
IhiU Savery cannot exist a day or an hour anywhere, 
onless It b supported by local police regulations. Those 
police regulations can only be established by the local 
Ittdalatare ; and U the people are opposed to Slavery they 
will elect representatives to that body who will by un- 
friendly legislation effectually prevent the introduction of 
It into their midst. If, on the contrary, they are for it, 
tbeir legislation will favor its extension. Hence, no mat- 
ter iriiat the decision of the Supreme Court may be on 
that abstract question, still the right of the people to make 
a slave Territory or a free Territory is perfect and com- 
plete under the Nebraska bill. I hope Mr. Lincoln deems 
taj answer satisfactory on that point. 

In this connection, I will notice the charge which he has 
bitroduced In relation to Mr. Chasers amendment. I 
thought that I had chased that amendment out of Mr. 
Uncoln^s brain at Ottawa ; but it seems that still haunts 
Iris imaglDiitloQ, and he is not yet satisfied. I had sup- 



posed that he would be ashamed to press that qut^tion 
farther. He is a lawyer, and has been a member of Cun- 
gress, and has occupied ms time and amused you by tell* 
ing you about parliamentary proceeding. He ought to 
have known better than to try to palm off his roif>erable 
impositions upon this Intelligent audience. The Nebraska 
bill provided that the legislative power and autliorify of 
tlie said Territory should extend to all rightful subjects of 
legislation, consistent with the organic act and tlie Consti- 
tution of the United States. It did not make any exception 
as to Slavery, but gave all the power that It was iiossillc 
for Congress to give, without violating the Constitution, to 
the Territorial Legislature, with no exception or limitation 
on the subject of Slavery at all. The language of that bill 
which I have quoted, gave the full power and the full au- 
thority over the subject of Slavery, affirmatively and ne- 
gatively, to Introduce it or exclude it, so far as the Constitw- 
tlon of the United States would permit. What more could 
Mr. Chase give by his amendment ? Nothing. He offered 
his amendment for the Identical purpose for which Mr. 
Lincoln Is using it, to enable demagogues In the country 
to try and deceive the people. 

His amendment was to this effect. It provided that the 
Legislature should have the power to exclude Slavery : 
and General Cass suggested. " why not give the power to 
Introduce as well as exclude ?" The answer was, they have 
the power already In the bill to do both. Chase was afraid 
his amendment would be adopted if he put the alternative 
proposition and so make It fair both ways, but would not 
yield. He offered it for the purpose of having It rejected. 
He offered It, as he has himself avowed over and over 
afpEtin, simply to make capital out of It for the stump. He 
expected that It would be capital for small polltlcans In the 
country, and that they would make an effort to deceive the 
people with it ; and he was not mistaken, for Lincoln is 
carrying out the plan admirably. Lincoln knows that the 
Nebraska bill, without Chase's amendment, gave all the 
power which the Constitution would permit. Could Con- 

gress confer any more ? Could Congress go beyond the 
onstitution of the country ? We gave all a full grant 
with no exception in regard to Slavery one way or the 
other. We left that question, as we left all others, to be de- 
cided by the people for themselves, just as they pleased. 
I will not occupy my time 3n this question. I have argued 
It before all over Illinois. I have argued It In this beauti- 
fiil city of Freeport ; I have argued It In the North, the 
South, the East, and the West, avowing the same senti- 
m^ts and the same principles. I have not been afraid to 
avow my sentiments up here for fear I wauld be trctted 
down Into Egypt. 

The third question which Mr. Lincoln presented is, if the 
Supreme Court of the United States shall decide that a State 
of this Union cannot exclude Slavery from its own limits^ 
will I submit to it ? I am amazed that Lincoln should ask 
such a question. (" A school-boy knows better.") Yes, a 
school-boy does know better.) Mr. Llncoln^s object Is to 
cast an Imputation upon the Supreme Court. He knows 
that there never was but one man In America, clahning 
any degree of intelligence or decency, who ever for a mo- 
ment pretended such a thing. It is true tLat the Wash- 
ington Unian^ in an article published on the 17th of Usl 
December, did put forth that doctrine, and I denounced 
the article on the floor of the Senate, in a speech which 
Mr. Lincoln now pretends was agahist the President. 
The U7iion had claimed that Slavery had a right to go in- 
to the free States, and that any provision in the Constitu- 
tion or laws of the Free States to the contrary were null 
and void. I denounced it in the Senate, as I said before, 
and I was the first man who did. Lhicohi's friends, Trum- 
bull, and Seward, and Hale, and Wilson, and the whole 
Black Republican side of the Senate, were silent. They left 
It to me to denounce It. And what was the reply made to 
me on that occasion ? Mr. Toombs, of Georgia, got up and 
undertook to lecture me on the ground that I ought not to 
have deemed the article worthy of notice, and ought not 
to have replied to It ; that there was not one man, wo- 
man, or child south of the Potomac, in any Slave State, 
who did not repudiate any such pretension. Mr. Lincoln 
knows that that reply was made on the spot, and yet now 
he asks this question. He might as well ask me, Suppos^e 
Mr. Lincoln snould steal a horse, would I sanction it ; and 
It would be as genteel hi me to ask hhn, In the event l:e 
stole a horse, what ought to be done with lilm. He caists 
an imputation upon the Supreme Court of the United 
States, by supposing Uiat they would violate the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. I tell him that such a thing is 
not possible. It would be an act of moral treason that no 
man on on the bench could ever descend to. Mr. Lincoln 
himself, would never, ha his partisan feelhags, so far forget 
what was right as to be guilty of such an act. 

The fourth question of Mr. Lincoln Is, are you in favor 
of acquiring additional teiTitory, in disregard as to how 
such acquisition may affect the Union an the Slavery 
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xait bant \Dd be rent asunder, or the ohild most 4U- 
Si it would k« wlib^'his great nation. With our natural 
ivreve, growing with a rapidity unknown In any othv 
part of the globe, wUh the tide of emigration that is fleo- 
lag from de.HjiotLdn in the old world to seek refugs la 
•>ur own, there id a constant torrent pouring into this 
country that requires more land, more territory upon 
which to settle, and ju:>t as fast as our interests and our 
destiny require additional territory in the North, in the 
Suuth, or on the Islands of the ocean, 1 am for it, and 
when we acquire it, will leare tlie people, according to 
the Nebraska bill, free to do as they please on the sab- 
Jcct of Slavery and every other question. 

I trust now that Mr. Lincoln wiU deem himself an- 
swered on his four points. lie racked his bridn so much 
in devising these four questions that he exhausted him- 
self, and had not strength enough to invent the others. 
As soon as he is able to hold a council with his advistrs, 
Lovejoy, Farnsworth, and Fred Douglass, he will frame 

, and propound others. (" Good, good.") Yoa Black 
Kepubllcans who say good, I have no doubt think that 
they are all good men. I have reason to recollect that 
some people in this country think that Fred Doaglaaa is 
a very good man. The last time I came here to makt a 
speech, while talking from the stand to you, people of 
Freeport, as I am doing to-day, I saw a carriage, and a 
magnificent one it was, drive up and take a pi^tion on 
the out!>ide of the crowd ; a beautifUl young lady vu 
sitting on the box-seat, whilst Fred Douglass and her 
mother recl'ined inside, and the owner of the carriage 
acted as driver. I saw this in your own town. (** What 
of it ?") Ail I have to say of it is this, that If yon. Black 
Republican.^, tliink that the negro ought to be on a social 
equality with your wives and daughters, and ride in a 
carriage with your wife, whlLtt you drire the team, yoa 
have perfect riglit to do so. I am told that one of Fred 
Douglass's kinsmen, another rich black negro. Is now 
traveling in this part of the State making speechet for 
his friend Lincoln as the champion of black men. 
(*' What have you to say against it?") All I have to ssj 
on tliat subject is, that those of you who believe that tbe 
negro is your equal and ought to be on an equality wiU 
you socially, politically, and legally, have a right to eo 

I tertain those opinions, and of coune wiU TOte for Ur 
Lincoln. 
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firee labor and slave labor. Free States and Slave Statsi^ 
which is irreconcilable, and must continue to rage wtth 
increasing fury until the one shall become nniversal by 
the an nihilation of the other. In the language of tiie mpit 
eminent and authoritative expounder of their poJitleal 
faith, 

" It is an irrepressible coDfllct between opposing and endur 
\nn forcos ; and It means that the United Staiee must aiui will, 
HiNYnor or later, become either entirely a slave holding naUoo 
or entirely a free-labor nation. Kither the couon ud rk« 
flol.ls of South Carolina, and the sugar plantations of LouistoDS 
win ultimately be tilled by free labor, and Gharlesion and 
New-Drlcans become marts for legitimate merchandise alone, 
or rlfl<' the rye fields and wheat fields of Massachusetts and 
NVw-York aiiist again be surrendered by their farmers ts 
niave culture and to ihe production of slaves, and Uostoo and 
Now York become onco mora markets for trade in the bodlea 
and souls of men." 

In the Illinois canvass of 1853 the same proposltloB 
was advocated and defended by the distUiguished Repaid 
lican standard-bearer in these words : 

" In mv opinion it (the Slavery acltatlon) will not eeasp until 
a crtnh »iitil\ have bcra reached and passed. * A House divided 
aisainiti itself cannot stand.' I believe this government caa- 
not endure nermancntly half slave and half fk*ee. I do not 
expect the Ili-nise to fall, but I do expect it wlU cease tu b« 
till tJe.1. It will become all one thing or all the other. Etdier 
the ojM^oTipnts of Slavery will arrest the further spreail of i», 
ami rl.ii'e it where the public mind shnll rest in the belief Uisi 
II w in the i'«:irjie of nrtmaie exiinctlim. or iu advonates will 
puvh forward till it shall become alike lawful in all the Sum 
oil A» w.«U as* new, North as well as SouUi." 
Thus it will be seen, tliat under the auspices of a po* 
lit ical party, whi<h claims sovereignty in Congress over 
the Kul\jec*t of Slare.-v there can be no peace on ths 
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tart to control It. at tbe tame time t^roLcat agalut Ibe 
do^ of GDOKreai to Inierfere for lEi prot«tloD; bul 

en the ttieDiellcat''4U«illon. that* he°^D>titurioii etu^~ 
IIAaa Blaverjr In tbe Territoriei, and gompela tbem tr 
bar* It vhether ttae^ nant It or not ; and differ on Uie 
practical point, vbether a rigbc lecured bv the Gooalltu 
Um ihall be piDtecled b; an act ol Congrew when all 
Mkcr remediei fall. Tbe rea»in aaiigneit (or not pro 
tooUac bj U« a rlflit uoureil br the OonaUlutlon Ii, Iba 
UlitliadiiljrotUiaCoiirti toprotecISIacery iDlbeTet 
rttorla wiihont an/ legation upon the lubjtet. Uox 
Iba Courta are lo aSbrdprolectlon to iUiei or anr otber 
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Congres may eonrer upon the Judidil department all 
the Judicial powera and nisctiona of (he TerrHarr, withont 
baring the light to hear and delamdne a eaiue, or render 
a Jodzmenl, or lo rerlM or amnl aoj deditoD mada br 
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confempon Ibe legbUtm depaitncot af the Ttraatj 
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mtalic afflln and Internal polUj ot the TeirUorj, and do 
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Thli drldlng Bne between Federal and Local aulfaoil^ 
wta ramDiair to Uia Iraauia of tbe Conatltutloa. It fa 
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lorv which recorda tbe freat eventt of that uuacrUl 
HnigKle between tha AmobMi Coloidea and tha MWi 
Onvenunenl, wMch reanttad la the utabliahment of Im 
nallonal Indepeailenca. In tha begludng ol Uiat Mnf- 
gle Ihe ColonUa neUber contemplated nor dedred tuOf- 
pendenoe. In aU their addmastdtlia Orovn, aDdtoba 
f arilanKnl, and to the peo|riB of Oratt Britain, *•■«•• 
lo the people of Aneilea, ItatT averred that aa loral BilIU 
aubJocU they deplored the caniaa whloh bnpolled Otatr i^ 
parallon (mm Uie parent ooimli/. Itiej wera atewlj 
aod alKotlonalelf altached to the CoMHCi'lon, dnl bbI 
political Inatltnlfou and juibpnidence of Great Biftala, 
which Ibej proadlj claimed aatheUithrigbtof allBtgOlh- 
i; anddnlred to tranai " '^ ' ^-'— -■ 



doni'legacito thelrpqaterllj. For a Ian( lariea of ran 

ther rcmoDHraUd agidiHt the vMalloo of thA laaltB- 
ablerlghu of .cl(.gOTmmi:ntnndarthaBr«lihCoa*l»- 
tloo, and humlil7 peUtiosed Cor Ibe radreat ot Iheir vwr- 

Ther ac^no'lediied and alBrmed their alleglanoe la 
Ihe Oown, tbeli Section (or the paople, and thair dn»- 



A POLinCAl TlXT-BOOE FOR IBHX 




I null tordiiiBa 



._.._ injind 

llM piTtDt e«a(X7, ud vkb fon:^ conptrici ; uid In 
fcnnl Ukt nncuMd tbc rifht of the Impcrtil Oarern- 

thoiltr wUdunuler mr Ftdcnl CoaUtulloD, uc dtle- 
galcd br tlM pnpli 9t Ih* wnnl Suia t« Ihc Oanni- 
unt sf Uw Unhtd euta. 

a«wnu hl m ud COBC«atii g U Ihe InperUl Omnunent 
mU Umb ponn, 1bcIikHivM« WjAI Co <iuM<«M VCMrit- 

m«litiyi>p M* e«sii<«i,bj gnnlbii -■— • ' ^'-'■ 

Ui* iBhiblUDti mUlni Wttiln ttae I 
t«iltoi7inl(litbi 



. jM>rtb*qwMaiK BfttiM 

HarnU vaX^," mr vtalSh Ac, In nnsMa «H 

cottier Hdanka, elalnoed "ttaa lUlil ircieliuln l>|Ubi 

■,u In ihdr pnnliKU ICfkUtora " vUtdn Ihdr rant*- 

- ■-'•- godMot tboa Ht>,HTtleiil>rir IhiHiitU 

**' pitM to >lw jurlBn.vee trlJiiitly !>■ 

Ir >Bd UMniu*, u wdl ■■ to naulalt •■< 

r, M « or Iha dnaUc iDrtlMliH 

ct«r UW, wX noM or lb* ni* 

At dmte.mn u ntnlinulr <<4p<i 

■h* cnnRbsr tm InUhallca, vM 

.^*W£itti«llBiK»(UicaOiulMM» 

flltls of tha fiommuhT^ or lU iKfnktM ^itbuiibn. hi 
m]|bt be dMioad noM tendndn to 



df wij vtdftcd 
* yvutial mnnninltr, 
Ha appiopriata depa^ 

SsTiKiinnras cSo^'n^biUctUr ienlcd Ibat Iba 
l"'Jrtrin' GoranimaBt bad anj rigbtfiil autboriiT to Impoaa 
taiia opoD tben nUboat thatr oanwiK, or to Intai^r* 
wbbtbdr bitanalpoU^i Malaa tbatMna Iba bbtb- 
rigbl of ftD Encflahnun — uaflaBalna wbcm iDrmed hto a 
pcUilGal (HimHDdij— to OMidM and anlo; aU tbo ililil*, 
prifUafea, and InmmnUleaor aetf-fOTCTDDient In n^eet to 
all outtoro akd Udn^ wbldk were local and not genera] 
-^idamnl and not axtemal — colonial and not Iniperlal — 

aalonjaaltUkej ■-..-". . ir._.— ^ _..v . ..i. 

repr w anlat l Mi '~ 
Tbaalt appei 

br tba Incaltanable rlglitol local HU-gon 
thoflrUI»hCM«ltBflon;tbarlgbtct«verTdlitlnctpollUcal 
eoauamllj — dapoadoBt cMotika, terrltorlea, prerlncaa, 
aa mil aa aorcielfn StaMa— to make Ibalr own local lawa, 
tent Ibdr own domeatlc tutltntlooL and manage Ibelr 
>-. ' -•-■- <- •>-^ --rn nj, Bulject 011I7 to tfat 



pcDdlsf hi _,. 

bo vada bBown In tba pr 

la Vn% tbo prorlndal legtelatare of Tbainln, after iv^ 
P oring anotktr tax of >n per cent, oi all ilaioi InnMrlad 
lute UK cokmy, peUtkinad the Idng to re 



I7,petltkiii 

. _Ji InhlblltL 

Inr to nch law) aa might > 
mene aa Slararr. Of tUi 
ftUowlncailias n 

Umri ai thai partoi 
iSSlingbnD IB 



ratatcmal allUn In tbdr ow 



Benablari^ 



leot of Oreat Britain had violated thli In 

, variety of eabjecta. Tbe tint jerlooa pal 

wed a ftsHfUl aource of Irritation nn 

^Iwol tbeCoioalea from tbt BrilUi onwn. 

for mort than fortr yaara Iba provincial leglilatnre 1 
Vlrclnla bad paaed lawa fbr tbo protootloD and eacoarai 
nant of Aft&n Uarerr wItUn ber llmiu. Tbta poll 
waa ""^'^'y punned notU the white Inbabltanu of Vlrj 




ami In Iba (HI 

JnawUobatow . 

paritl donda bj bk mJealj 'a niBkraDeo, bad no il^ to 

■Vo pfforinoial enaetmank Upon a fun oooid^rMaii of 
tlw m4M>> Ih* Uog grMbiaab granted th* fnjtr at tbe 
iMWoMaii; and aocordlngly MUtd perenplaiT uden to 
Iho nval goTenar af Vlronla, and to tba Aoremon of all 
a* o&ar BrUlih oolaolc* in Aaitrlca, forlSddbig Ihtm to 
■1^ or wnre anj odonlal cr prarinclai mwctuent liOu- 
liana to Hie African ilaTB t rade, unlen inch enaetnwu 
MmoU eoDlaln a alanac MiptBdlng ha operation ddiII hli 
iii»>1J1llilwiliir. (boold ba made known In the prembea. 
Jndga ncker, In Ida Append to Blodutone, refen to 
Ddrl;-on» Ma af the prorlnolal leglilalure of Virginia, 
aaiatd at rarleni period ffom HWi to ITTS, nnon the nib- 
jeotDlAl!ibjan81aTor7,ahowlngconclailT<iljUiMTlrglnU 




ufasporlad 
ra all tboaa 
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ed aa a IraJg ^pe« bAw 



Eniland In IITS, IObt yaan prior 10 the Ueclar 
IndepaBdeDce, UU Ua Majnljr'i American di 
■ra m danger: not btoluie of the Slump diil 



1e Bajai,'. 

5h? wUa <i 



d In tordng Aftlcan ^Ibtctt upon a 
Vlr^nlA al that daj did nol appridan 



ira enguairia the At 
cvward Indonod, al 



• nn the bl 



NTlnetd bj Ih'i 

the blrthrl^ or all fretmen— InaUeoaMa wbn 

jd Into poHUeal commnnlilia— 10 eierrUe eidudfo 

IfgVlatlon tn reapect to all matten perulnhig le IMr 
Inltrul poUIr— lUlirarr not eicepled ; and rather than 
■urrendar thla great right, thr^ were prip>i ad t« wUh- 

AgalB Dter^g 10 tbla palilDa to tba king, tba aam* 

li?&roed Judge addi : 
"ThCipBltlWapTodimd no cffenL a* appaan tnta Iba flnt 

Tbla dan 
llialnhumi 
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nwodcd CmutllDilon, ud « thli du reinalu b porVno loppartunllT of uumUlug Un i 
vf til* ruiduncDlU Ikvaf Vlrglnii— proclilmliiitalht lurahy lhe"lnhD>n>'<i»'>ri 
world ■DdlopHirriljIhatiineiirtlienuaiuftH'atpKnL- | Thiu Ifae jhUcj ^ 
njrtl ncgailvE in redulng in (ihe Calony of VLr^nU) 



rmrdid uad dtteniineil h; och calnn; la nil luelf. 

~ thr InhDmui oie ot the rDTi) ncgallce." Elch colon; 

pvTiod of Its hlilorj and ruDnlDg dowo to Uie commence- 
BKbt of thp TfcTDlutloa, elUier proL«ctiagp rcBulatlng, or 

■ad la u»ordimaft with tbeLr wlibei tad uppoted 
iBWrou. Noiib mid eontb Curolln*, failoviui ui< ei 
•oipta 01 Tlrglidii, ■( flnl «CDuri|ed the IslrodncUon 
oTilaTei, nnUI Itaa numhor iDcniHd b«ond Uieir vuU 
Ukd IMmrillB, nbsn they (IttmpMd to chMk ud 
nstralB tbo fimher growth of Ihe initUutloDibj hapoelDff 



broH^ lol 






niUj.lnllU, Baa 



1 niita of Tun, UEtU tiw lobiblUnta became con- 
ed bf Eipeiiencd that, with tbeir cdnule ud produe- 
bob,iUts lutwr, iraot cskbUbI to their uktcsee, would 
piaTO beDsfldkl And luerul to their nuterial Intercate. 
iKi^lud imd DeUvin prat«ted ukd regnUted AMeu 
Bkmr ■• ooe ot tbdr domeeUc batltntiani. I-einii7l<*- 
nla, nibder tbo adrtce oTiniUiuu PeoD, nbetltnled fOnheeD 
nuf* Mrtke mad ptipetti*] ftdKrln lo the »ll fir here- 
uknBlaTeiT, mud ftUcniptod to IcfliUte. not for the total 
•bolUDD'of BImTety, but for the imiictlCT of nurrimge 
•BWiw lUTei, ud for their penonml ueuiUr. Ncw-Jei 
■n, New-York, and Connectlcul recognked AfilMP Slaxtr 
■J a donatliTitiiUliitJon lanTuU; exIiUog wllhln their n 

tiol mod regoJatlop. 

Bhode Uand proildf d br law that no alare ahouUl eerre 
. . --which time hew<--- 




JidMlliaito of viewe, founded on a dlrenlty ef Intc 
on the ■KfUfl and poll^ of Slaverj, It ihewe GWcht. ., 
that tbey all reiarded it at a domeetle qoeatloii affoctlnv 
their iDtanal poftty Id reqwet lo wUdi they were tmltleii 
to a ftn ud eidoalve power of legiitalioD lo lb* aereral 
pi«*fadal letUanuea. rarafMrnarehnniedlalelrpre- 
coding the Amerlcao ReTolWloii, at Afrku tlaTc-tmde 
waa eneovraged and Btfasnlated by the BrltUk OoTeminent, 
•nd caitled oa with more vigor by the Bi^Ui merotaula, 



,;cs 



ddm BMRted In the mcmDrabla pre 
ptattng (he Btamp dutla, that " Parlli 
right (0 bind the Celonlea In all caiei 
la reveot lo all maUin ilccUng the 
(be empire, but alio In regard to Ibi 
and Interaal polity ot the Colonlet — i 

pecoflar prominence to the principle 

ton* eakulated and d^^slgncd lo reatraln aod prerent the 

lened by Che Crown, iMtructlng Iht coloniaj goTeraoi* 
not lo ilgn or inrrrDlt any le^UlaUve eDaotmcnt pr^uddal 
V kljorloid ia the AMcan aUve-trade, tmleai aooh rnu^ 
Beat ahould contain a dauae laapcndlng lla 



^ .. Colodei on the Eluvtiy qiiefllon 

a direct anUgoDlam to that of Ihc Britlih 
. anil llib Bctneonlini nal oaiy added lo Iha 

and action hi rtBneet to the ouctllon ot Slavery In Ho 
praceedlneiotlheConllnental Congnv, vhkli iiucmbled 
-■ Pbllidtlpbla for the Aral time on the Cth cf Svph'DbFT, 
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Thl.BlllofBlghll,togethe 
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all, ihowing conelaalTely that they were fighllna for the 
inalienable right of local ielf-go»Brnoionl, wiili iliB clear 
undentandlng that wben thn; had incceeded In throw- 
ing oir the deipollim ot the Biltlih Parllanient. no Cod- 
jTetiloDal deipolUin wai to be lubitltiitBd for It ; 

la deelilre IhalQls JUngoTUreal Brlialn ha* ttiilalrd hia 
lompacl with Ibb people, and that Ihej owe nu alleBlanee lo 






^^uty and government Of ihla^oln. 
Ihe pi^la aflb 

iHTtliiol we appearurSlTAfanlghly Being wtoli iBipha^ 
nllr (triad Itai Searckar of hcana, and from wboH anal- 
KUmos noma la eoDoealad. Kdylng on Ihla Ulvliie pmtmUiH 
■nd aertalanoo, and troMIU In (ha InaUoi! ot oar oaMij we 
eihori and mijan eTa^llHiiaiia eSnn to lain eurduUy in 
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tti BoTwelgnty, rreedoD, mod Indeneodtnc*, •od "bt , 5„a. wliliBppolDliBmmK*»»dpU»,tbril»lrr™!inHta 
pavir, JuiliiJlclUiD, ind r1(h( whlck !• not by tUi OdQ' i or [i,]i ^, lo luMUifMhtrflirikipiinnx'M^l'lUlB)* 
tedcntlon cipnu^ dglifiWd to U» ITaiHd fluta In I timinnrf aonniaut u i4en ■ CdnUiuiliM ud Uwi il 



idepled— July fl, 1718— the Uniled Bwta held 
»r p(.""lrg"w mrEmftderscj, belonged lo 



I _^_ I Having thdi prorlded « madQ by 
LoiiLA lanti or agulflrtflr Itae tftrrilorym 



» sHgtDil 



udU* 



jj^j _ _ Ql of thtlr letiilorj tin- 

,^^ ching.' the uins, tbroDgh Uielc loul L^lilnrg, u Ihtf 



:,-c 



Uie "coDdiUon thi.C Uia lenitoiT ID «eded ihiU baUid p,iiuin,Hii> aTilini md pimi. lo fU » UonTanilon if Btf r*. 



rsnaed ihult lie dlitlnct rcpubUcin SI 
memban of Ihe Federil Ilnion, hiV 
Sortrelgntj, yreadom, ud Indeptnueo 

On Ihe lit day of Hvob, 1T84, Thomn 



la rlghu lining thin profldMI Mr th> lint iattlen •• k taopg- 

beathsr [(r; govanaiHK" In Ibaaa " addlllon*] BtalM," ud IW 

ion ud , *hi|?baTaBcqulredlveot;tbi>miidlBluibU)iiill,tlMFIU 
iterepliux that tha7 aliall contlnua to n>Tan Ikam- 
... .__.__ u pn>rtdad tn tl» »lr^» *aai 



1.1-". ■ ..!,« » «««. h.,lD,^ p 



Haw^mbled." ThU w»» the (Inii lerriloiy e»et | ime'r^a" p*o°uV, "mSo olbar SutH," until tiMr MttU 
Sfofthedtedofceeelon, Mr. JelTerton^aacliilr- oriyoal'lhi'r'teen Suta ; udlathe muDtlma aluUI kMp 



ln| of Mt. JflTenQD of Vminla, Mr. Chaie of U»rj.l»nd, 

'■ ■ plan for the lemporarj govaromeni of Ihe leiSory 
ceded cr to be ceded b/ the ludlrlilual Btatea lo Iha 

It hi Imponut that Ihti Jeffanonlan plaa of fO<c>ii- 

lOr manr obrloui reuoDi. It wu the flrat plan oi 
■OTarnment for the TarrltoHca aTer adopted In Die 



■ctar, but wma dnlgned u applj UldP* larrltoi? ceded 
or to be CEdid." tai to bs anlTaml In lla m>llr->''- 
ud tUrnal In lu duiailon, iiltarcTar asd vliansf 
Bight h«ie itrritory requiring a goTflnuacot. Big . . 
Iha right o( ConBTMi to teglalM* tot (h* peapla ot 
the Terriioriw, .lihoat their aoDiant, and raoognltod 
the laaUen&ble right of Uie paopla of Ike Tarritorifa, 



lernal polity. It wu adopted br Iba Oongreai of 
ttaa Confederation en Ibe Oi daj oC Apiil. 1TS4, and 

nenl plan for the loTcmiDEat ef aU terrUon' 'hlcb ne 

TblnD declarlni It lo be a " Charter at Compaci," and 
that Ita proTliToiu ihould "itand aa tandamenMI cnn- 
dltlDu between tbe thirteen orlglul SlaMa and thoie 
nevlr deietlbad, unalterable bat by tb* Joint conaeul 
or the Unlled 8tataa In Coograw aaaambled, and or (hi 
parlkalar State wtlbln irbloh neh alMr*Uon ti propoeed 
to be made." Thna thia JeBeraonlan plan (or the goT- 
cniMPt of the TerrlUutM— thli " Obartec of Oompact " 
—" Ifaeaa tqnduiental eendUkin*," wbloh were dectarei 
to be " onalterabM " wtthaU the eonaent ot tbe people 
ot " Iba parllaular Bt*M [tanUoiTl wltblB which mci, 
tfuntlon b prepaaed to be m>de,''^al*»(l on tLe Statute 
Beak wben the CearonUon aaaaml' ' " — -' ■-■^- 



tba tfrrhorr eedad er t* be oeded br t 
I Id the Uibed f*Uea. wbnnmr Iheiime du 



-igloal thirteen Su 



uJ^.m" orlglnil Eiuli, auei Mi daA 

:lr drkiitm Isla Onigiiw aaf 
[DIvrnmeiK, IhsU bant lulhorllr u> keep a illUnf mender l> 

to the pmrMon which appeal* Id Ihlt pop* 

under the *^ third" head la aprorlao, cantalnlng ftnpn* 

poritlona, wblch, when agreed to and aaccpiMI br lb* 

people ef aald addHlend BtM**, wer* "to be faraad 

Into aeharter of compact,** and to remain fbrorer **«Bat 

lorable," except bif tb* aoauot otanoh BtaUi MwaDH 

~ be United SUtee— to wit : 

Pr^Ki^tdy Thil both the temporarr and permiaant idt- 

I.—" Tb*> ih«r ihiill roRier renuli a pari of Iha Uabed 

L—^' Thu In ibflb- pencna. properlr, and TflirUaiT thajr 

(»*■ aaiemblad, ud lolbi AiUclw of CcnfMenUgak aU 

^euwilu which Ihe BlflDalBlatea^UI beaonMaaL" 

Sd.~" That Ibar ahall be (olilecIlD piYa part ef Iba fiteal 
lehti MniriAed, or 10 be eeouaelad— la Ea appartlaaad en 

leaiure by wWeb apporUmmeUi Iherstf diall be mad* a* 
llik.— " Tbu ibelr mpaellT* gorernnMiil ihalt be In rap^ 

ttdtlaa af 

leetod by 

it the Terrllorlca, oa adc^ited AprS tt, 
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nil JcOferwnlu Flu of OnTenuntiil emboiUca and I unnpreted tod expinnded by the CoknlH dnrinc Onlr 
■arrla am the Ideu ud principle! of the fitheti of tht > controrFny vlth OkhI Britdii, fOr Mieir model -luiklnf 






repBdlata the dogma of the Brltiih Hlnlilrj ai,. 
oriei ot diU iIsT, thit oil CDUinln, Froiincet en. 



Amsieui ijitem of EOvtrniDeiit— the od« tioln^ meiri- 
ban or Iht Unloo, »!! goDiistlng or the origlnsl thlcieto 

u Cangrai ihould tdmit In o Uw Federal uXn, with 

well u the eicIuaiTe power In reord lo Uielr loteioal 
polUr rapectlTelj— the other, not hivlnit the requlelie 



Ui* orlgloal States. ■ 
kB thu Menly thou 
UMr lOf dTDmiiit the 
ana at Ihe orlglDil Sta 



pealed ud unrepeeUliLe-^funilBhJng a complete jjatc e 
af loveraineDt for all " the territory ceded ot lo be eedeij' 
too* Uoiled Statei, vlUiout uj other leglilaUan upoi 
«MiBlt]ect,whea, on th« 14tb day of Mar, ITST, the Fede 
nlOooTnUoB UHmbled in FhUadelpUa and prooeeded 
la (Dm tha CanftiUitbui nnd« vhlch wa now lin. Thm 
, H win be *eea UhI the dlridlDf Uae beKreen Federal ai 
' Looal aDthorUj, in nap«ct to the rlchta of Iboee po]lU< 

oili'fwrUorleg, but whloh wen then known 
" auatt," or " n«K Slalti," wai » dbtlsctlr marked 
■lattla]' thai no Intelligent maa oonld Odl to percaln . 
It le tru that the goTemment of the ConCedaratioa had 
ararad bMD; inadcqnau lo tb« tuUllImtnt of the enda 
b wlildi tt wai darbed ; not becaiua ot Uw rdatlona be- 
tvacB Iba Tairitailai, or new BtaMi, and IheDidled StWei, 
but in cooaeqneBce ot baring no power to enforoe lU de- 
eraci on the Federal queitlona wldoh were olearl; within 
Um moh ot Ua aiprealj delegated power*. The radical 
iafteti^ the Arlldei of Conrsderadon were found to eo n- 
*t In the hot that tt«u a RMT* league between eore- 
iriipi St^ca, and not a Federal GoTemment with ite ip- 
uwrlate dopartaienti — Eiteondre, Leglslatlre, and Ju- 
iUaal eadi tfothed with asthoritr to perlOrin and cat fy 
tale etteet Ita own pecnHar fonoUoni. The CoofedernUut] 
■niDa na power to antgice eampQance with the reaolvc-a, 
•■tha eanuanence waa, that though In thearrUi nnolu 



thay were tiund to be mere raeonunendat^DI, which Hi 
Btatca, Dlie other aoTerelgnllea^oliaerTed or dliregard^^l 
aec«4ln(to tbdrown good-win and gradoui pLeaiure.' 
Canneit coold not Inapoao dottea, ooUeet taien, tbIs*- 
araiie*. or da any other act exenllal to the e^tence ol 
nrenunent, witboot the Tohintaiy conaent and co]>pece 
Bniot each of •— ~— "- " — '— '■■ 



■ ot the Federal Oov 



7 for tha general defense, and apportlo 
-''^"^-'^e ctl ra qaotaa,bnt coold not «l 

lints tha Federal aervlce. Tc. 

remment, with Its appropriate 

wi^ muMMMtmj Hf Hnnm Ua decrooB to (be eitent of It ^ 
dilagated powtra, aad net dependent opon the TolDnlar. 
tatien of t)w aemal Slateiln their corpoiste eapadti 
kaeuw ludtapeoMble aa a lubiUtute for the gorenuner 
•tibe Confederation. 

ta ibe tormaaoa of tha OaoiUUulan of the United Bute 
»* raderal CoBTaotlon look the Britlih ConatltoHon, ■ 
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lenlslhn. In 



iuWI deided lo the Britldi Govcriunent during the eotlre 

■WcKthey had claimed tor themielres and their posterity 
ai the hlrUiright at all freemen, Inelleoalile when onan- 
lied Into poUltcal coniniunllh^, and to be enJDj-ed andei- 



ImlUar to the people . 
heir earUeet tcttlen]. 
tedlj- uaeiled by Ih 



i\lii Etslel wlitdl 



formed the Cooilltutlon of the Voitei Stiles, to HBUme 
that Iber Intended to conleT upon Congreu that unlimited 

America? Did they confer upon Congress the right U 

lion agalnil a "Preamble" declartag Hie right ot Par- 
liament " to Und the Colonies in all caiea whatsoever *" 

It aa tbey contended before the ReyoluiJon, It wai tha 
bblhrlgtat ofaU IiuUihmeD, inalienable when fonned bio 
panHcaJ commnnltua. to exerdae eiclualve power of legla- 
lation in Iheir local legUatarei In reipect to all Ihlnin 
affi^tlng their internal poUty— Slarery not excepted — did 
not the lame right, after the Revolution, and by virtue of 
K, becDDfie the blrikrigbt of all Amerloana, in like manner 
I — "---*-'- when organked Into political communidea — no 



r8phli:al 



le Virglnl. 



of the OannltuUnn reftnrtd to, when proTldlnn forth* 
diapoiltlon of tlie " Tenilory or olher property bdong- 

tiun with t)ie kindred one that during (he whoteperiod 
of theCotitifderallon uid (he fMmallon of Ihe Ctnatltu- 
llnn (he temporary ■orerninoWa which we «« call 



IM 
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It Is from Uilfl ^Idiaie of the Oonititatioc Alone that 
Ooagren derivei the power to provide for ;he iurvej« 
aad tale of the public lande and all other i roperty be- 
longing to the United Btatet, not only In tlie Territories, 
bat also in the several States of the union. Bat for this 
provision Oongress would have no power to authorise the 
sale of the public lands, military sites, old ships, cannon, 
muskets, or other property, real or personal, which be- 
long to the United States, and are no longer needed for 
any public purpose. It refers exclusively to property in 
oontradistinction to persons and communities. It con- 
fers the same power " to make all needful rules and 
regulations'* in the States as in the Territories, and ex- 
tends wherever there m^y be any land or otter property 
belonging to the United States to be regulated or disposed 
of; but does not authorise Congress to control or Inter- 
fere with the domestic institutions and internal polity of 
the people (either in the States or the Territories) who 
may reside upon lands which the United States once 
owned. Such a power, had it been vested in Congress, 
would annihilate the sovereignty and freedom of the 
States as well as'the great principle of self-government in 
the Territories, wherever the United States happen to 
own a portion of the public lands within their respective 
limits, as, at present, in the States of Alabama, Florida, 
UisslMippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Illinois, 
Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowm, Minne!<ota, 
California, and Oregon, and In the Territories of Wash- 
ington, Nebraska, Kansas, Utah, and New-Mexico. Tiie 
Idea is repugnant to the spirit and genius of our complex 
system of Government; because It effectually blots out 
the dividing line between Federal and Local authority 
which funns an essuntiid barrier for the defense of tlie 
Independence of the States and the iiberties of the people 
against Federal invasion. With one anomalous excep- 
tion, all the powers conferred on Congress are JTederalt 
and not Muniotnali in their character — affecting the 
general welfare ofthe whole country without interfering 
with the internal polity of the people — and can be carried 
into effect by laws which apply alike to States and Ter- 
ritories. Tlie exception, being in derogation of one of 
tlie fundamental principles of our political system (be- 
cause It suthorises the Federal Guvemroent to control 
the municipal affairs and Internal polity of the people in 
oertaiu specified, limited localities), was not left to vague 
Inference or loose construction, nor expressed in dubious 
or equivocal language; but is found plainly written in 
that Section of the Constitution which says : 

" Coagress shall have power to exercise exclusive legisla- 
tion in all cases whatsoever, over such district (not exceeding 
|M> miles square) as may, by cession of particular States, ana 
tht acceptanoe of Congress, become the seat of the govern- 
ment of the United States, and to exercise like authomy over 
all places puruliased by the consent of the Legislature of the 
State in which the same Rhall be, for the erection of fbrts. 
magiisines, arsenals. (l<x-.k yiu*ds and other needful buildinga*' 

No such power ** to exercise exclusive legislation in all 
cases whatsoever," nur indeed any legislation in any 
case wiiatsoever, is conferred on Congress in respect to 
the municipal affairs Bt;d iiiternHl polity, either of the 
Slaves or of the Territorie:*. On the contrary, after the 
Cun:ititution had been fliiHlly adopted, with its Federal 
powers delegated, enumemted, and defined, In order to 
guard in all future timeagainti Hnypnssilile infringement 
ofthe reserved rights of the StHten, or of the people, an 
amendment was incorporated into the Constitution which 
marks the dividing line between Federal and Local 
authority so directly and Indelibly that no lapse of time, 
no pHttisan prejudice, no sectionnl uggrandisement, no 
freiisied fanaticism can efface it. The amendment is in 
these words : 

"The powers not delegated to the United States by the 
OoiMiitutlon, nor prohiblUid by it to the States, are reserved 
to iho States respectively, or to the people." 

This view of the subject is confirmed, if indeed any cor- 
roborative evidence is required, by reference to the pro- 
ceedings and debates of the Federal Convention, as re- 
ported by Mr. Madison. On the 18th of August, after a 
aeries of resolutions had been adopted as the bans of the 
moposed Constitution and referred to the Conunittee of 
Detail for the purpose of being put in proper form, the re- 
cord says: 

** llr. Madison Muhoiitt(>d, in order to be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Detail, ihn following powem, as proper to be added 
lo tlioee of ihe geueral LieghfLuure (Congress) : 

** To disitose of the uiiapprupriatM lands ofthe United States. 

**To insiiiute temporary governments for the aevr States 
arising therein. 

**To rexuLtie affairs with the Indians, as well wiihin as 
without the limits of tho United States. 

" To exercise exclusively legisladve authority at the seat of 
Ihe General Government, and over a district arotmd the same 
not exceedhig — — > square miles, the consent of the ieglsla- 
tare of tte State or States eomprising tht sastM betng first ob- 



Here we find the original and rough draft of these stv^ 
m! powers as they now exist. In their revised fbrm. In tba 
Constitution. The provision empowering Congress ^Ir 
dlq>ose of the unappropriated kinils of the United States** 
was modified and enlarged, so as to Inciude ** other pro 
perty l>elonging to the United States," and to anth<>nst 
Congress to ** make all needfbl rule* and regulations ** te 
the preservation, management, and sale of the same. 

The provision empowering Oongress " to Institute tem- 
porary governments for Uie new States arising in the xut 
appropnated lands of the United States," taken In c<m- 
nection with the one em|>owerlng Congress ** to exerctoe 
exclusively Legislative authority at the seat of the Gene 
ral Government, and over a district of country armmd the 
same," clearly shows the difference In the extent and na* 
ture of the powers Intended to be conferred in the nea 
States or Territories on the one hand, and In the District 
of Cdnmbia on the other. In the one case it was pro 
posed to authorise Congress ** to liwtltute temporary gov- 
ernments for the new Rates," or Territories, as they are 
now called. Just as our Revolutionary fathers recognised 
the right of the British crown to institute local govern 
ments for the Colonies, by Issuing charters under which 
the people of the Colonies were ** entitled (according to 
the Bill of nights adopted by the Continental Congress) to 
a fr-ee and exclusive power of legislation. In their severs! 
Provincial Legislatures, where their ri^t of representation 
can alone be preserved, in all cases of taxation and Inters 
nal polity :" iridic, In the other case, It was proposed to 
authorise Congress to exercise, excluslvely, Icgtslatlve 
authority over the municipal and Intemad polity of the 
people redding within the district which should be ceded 
for that purpose as the seat of the (General Government 

Each of these provisions was modified and perfected by 
the Committee of Detail and Revision, as will appear by 
comparing them with the corresponding clauses as finally 
incorporated into the Constitution. The provision to 
authorise Congress to Institute temporary governments 
for the new States or Territories, and to provide for their 
adn^sslon Into the Union, appears in the ConstitutlMi la 
this form : 

New States may be admitted by the Congress into this 
Union." 

The power to admit " H&uf SUite*^" and " to make all 
laws which shall be necessarv and proper" to that end, 
may fairly be construed to include the right to Instltuto 
temporary governments for such new States or Territories, 
the same as Great Britain could rightfully Institute similar 
governments for the Colonies : but certalnlv not to author- 
ise Congress to legislate m respect to Uieir municqia. 
affairs and Internal concerns, witliout violating that great 
ftmdamental principle In defense of which the battles of 
the Revolution were fought 

If Judicial authority were deemed necessary to give 
force to principles so eminently Just in themselves, and 
which form the basis of our entire political system, 
such authority may be found in the opinion of the Supremo 
Court of the United States, hi the Dred Scott case. In 
that case the Court say : 

" This brings us to examine by what provision of the Cusr 
sUtutiou the present l''ederal (Jornniment, under its delegat*^ 
and restricted powers, is authorized to acqiUre territory out- 
side ofthe original hmlts of the United Stat***, and what powers 
It may exercise therein over the perwm or property or a etii* 
sen of the United Stateti, while It remains a terriiorr, and un- 
til it shall be admitted as one ofthe Stales of the Uulon. 

" There Is certainly no power given by the Constitution to 
the Federal Government to establixh or maintain colonies, 
bordering on the United States or at a distance, to be ruM 
and governed at its own pleasure ; nor to enUr^e lu terri- 
torial limits in any way except by the admlsaiou of new 
States. .... 

" The power to expand the territory of the United Slates by 
the admisHlon of new States Is plainly given ; and In the eon- 
struotion of this power by all the drpartments of the Oorem- 
ment, It has been held to authorize the acquisition of territory, 
not flt for admission at the time, but to be admlit«Ki as aooo as 
Ita population and situation wouhl entitle it to admlMtoa. 
It is acquired to become a State, and not to be held as a colony 
and governed by Congress with abRoluto authority ; and as the 
propriety of admitting a new Stato Is commltifHl to tho sound 
discretion of Oongress, the power to acquire territory (br that 
purpose, to be held by the United StntPs niitll it Is in a suitalilo 
condition to become a State upon an equal fixMlng with iIm 
other States, must rest upon the wime discretion." 

Having determined the question that Uie i>ower to ae- 
quire territory for the purpose of enlarging our territorial 
limits and increasing the number of State*, is included 
within the power to admit new States and conferred by 
the same clause of the Coastltution, Uie Court proceed to 
say that " the power to acciulre necessarily Carrie's with it 
the power to preserve and apply to the puri>0!»i'^ for whloik 
it was acquired." And again, refi-rring to a former deci- 
sion of the same court in respect to the iwwer ut Congrew 
to Institute governments for the Territories, the Court say : 

** The newer stands firmly on tlie latter aliemailre put by 
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Che Ooart— that |g, ma the 'Inevitable conaeqnence of the right 
to aoqaire territory.' " 

The power to acquire territory, as well aa the right, in 
the language of Mr. Madison, *' to instttute temporary 
goveinments for the new States arising therein " (or Terri- 
torial govemmenta. as they are now called), having been 
(raced to that provuion of the Constitution wliich provides 
for the admiaeion of " new States," the Court proceed to 
consider the nature and extent of the power of Congress 
over the people of the Territories : 

** All wc mean to say on this point is, that, as there is no ex- 
prtMS rvgulntiOD in the ConstitatioD defining the power which 
the (tenfral Government may exercise over the penon or pro- 
perty of H cliizen in a territory thus acquired, tlie Ck>urt must 
necessarily look to the provisions and principles of the Consti- 
tution, and its distribution of powers, or the rules and princi- 
plfls by which its decision must be governed. 

'^ Taking tlds rule to guide us, it maybe safely assumed that 
dtixena of (he United States, who emigrate to a territory be- 
longing to the people of the United States, cannot be ruled as 
mere colonists, dependent upon the will of the General Govern- 
ment, and to be governed by any laws it may think proper to 

impose The Territory being a part of the united 

Htatea, the Government and the citizen both enter it under the 
authority of the Constitution, with their respective rights de- 
fined and marked out ; and the Federal Government can ex- 
ercise BO power over his person or property beyond what that 
lostnuaent confers, nor lawfully deny any right which it has 
reserved." 

Hence, inasmuch as the Constitution has conferred on 
the Federal Government no right to interfere with the pro- 
party, domestic relations, poUce regulations, or internal 
pc^y of the people of tlie Territones, it necessarily fol- 
lows, under the authority of the Court, that Congress can 
rightfully exercise no such power over the people of the 
Territories. For this reason alone, tiie Supreme Court 
were authorised and compelled to pronounce the eighth 
section of the Act approved March 6, 1820 (commonly 
called the Missouri Compramise), inoperative and void — 
there being no power delegated to Congress in the Consti- 
lution authorizing Congress to prohibit Slavery in the Ter- 
ritories. 

In the course of the discussion of this question the 
Court gave an elaborate exposition of the structure, 
jMincipTes, and powers of the Federal Government; 
showing that it possesses no powers except those which 
are delegated, enumerated, and defined in the Constitu- 
tion ; and that all other powers are either prohibited 
altogether or are reserved to the States, or to the people. 
In order to show that the prohibited, as well as the 
d^egated powers are enumerated and defined in the 
Constitution, the Court enumerated certain poweis 
which cannot be exercised either by Congress or by the 
Territorial Legislatures, or by any other authority what- 
ever, for the simple reason that they are forbidden by 
tlie Constitution. 

Some persons who have not examined critically the 
opinion of the Court in this respect have been induced 
to believe that the elav^i-y question was included in this 
class of prohibited powers, and that the Court had 
dedded in the Dred Scott case that the Territorial Le^is- 
Ifetare could not legislate in respect to slave propei-ty 
Um same as all other property in the Territories A few 
extracts from the opinion of the Court will correct this 
error, and show clearly the class of powers to which the 
Court referred, as bebig forbidden alike to the Federal 
Oovenunent, to the States, and to the Territories. The 
Court say: 

** A reference to a few of the provisions of the Constitution 
wtU iliumrate tliis proposition. For example, no cae, we pre- 
sume, will contend that Congress can make any law in a Ter- 
ritory respecting the establishment of religion, or the ^ee ex- 
ercise tb(u>eof; or abridging the fireedom of speech or of the 
the press, or the right of the people of the territory peaceably 
So aasemble, and to petition the Government for the redress of 
grievances. 

'* Mor can Oongrees deny to the people the right to keep and 
bear arms, nor the right to trial by jury, nor compel any one 
U> be a wiuiess against himself in a criminal proceeding. . . . 
ao too, it will hardly be contended that Congress could by law 
quarter a soldier in a house in a territory without the consent 
of tike owner in a time of peace ; nor in tune of war but in a 
oiMUier prescribed by law. Nor could they by law forfeit the 
property of a citizen in a territory who was convicted of trea- 
son, for a longer period than the life of tht person convicted, 
nor take private property for public use without Just compen- 

**The powers over persons and property, of which we 
apeak, are not tmly not granted to Congress, but are in ex- 
press terms denied, and they are forbidden to exercise them. 
And this prohlVMon is not confined to the States, but the 
words are general, and extend to the whole territory over 
wldeh the Constitution gives it power to legislate, including 
those portions of It remaining imoer Territorial governments, 
•8 weu as that covered by States. 

^ It Is a total absence of power, everyw h ere within the 
4<r'Vf»«*^ of the United States, and places the citizens of a 
TWvlMty, so lur M Uwse i1|^ are cooeemod, oo the same 



footing wl;h citizens of the States, and guards them as firmly 
and plainly against any inroads wldch the General Government 
might auempi under ihe plea of implit>.i or incidental pownrs. 
And if tJonsrcM iiselr cannot do this— If it ia bevond fiie 
powers conferred on iho Federal Government— it will be ad* 
miUfd, we presume, that it could not authorize a Tt<rritorlal 
Roveriim(>nt to exercise them. It could confer no power on 
any local government, estaiillshed by its auiLoriiy, to violate 
the provisions of the Consii:ution." 

Nothing can be more certain than that the Court wer« 
here speaking only of forbidden poteere, which were 
denied alike to Congress, to the State Legislatures, and 
to the Territorial Legislatures, and that the prohibition 
extends ** everywhere within the dominion of the United 
States," appUcable equally to states and Territories, as 
well as to the United States. 

If this sweeping prohibition— this Just but inexorable 
restriction upon the powers of Government— Federal, 
State, and Territorial — shall ever be held to include the 
Slavery question, thus negativing the right of the people 
of the States and Territoiies, as well as the Federal 
Government, to control it by law (and it will be observed 
that in the opinion of the Court '^ the citizens of a Terri- 
tory, BO far as these rights are concerned, are on the 
same footing with the citizens of the States.") then, 
indeed, will the doctrine become firmly established that 
the pnnciples of law applicable to African Slavery are 
uni^rm ikrougtwut the dominion of the United 
StateSy and that there **is an irrepressible conflict 
between opposing and enduring forces, which means 
that the United States must and will, sooner or later, 
become either entirely a slaveholding nation or entii ely 
a free labor nation." 

Notwithstanding the disastrous consequences which 
would inevitably result from the authoritative recogni- 
tion and practical operation of such a doctrine, there 
are those who maintain that the Court referred to and 
included the Slavery question within ttiat class of 
forbidden powers which (although the same in the Terri- 
tories as in the States) could not be exercised by the 
people of the Territories. 

If this proposition were true, which fortunately for tbe 
peace and welfare of the whole country it is not, the 
conclusion would inevitably result, which they logically 
deduce flrom the premises— that the Constitution by the 
recognition of Slavery establishes it in the Territories 
beyond the power of the people to control it by law, 
and guarantees to every citizen the right to go there 
and be protected in the enjoyment of his slave 
property; and when all other remedies fail for the 
protection of such rights of property, it becomes the 
imperative duty of Congress (to the performance of 
which every member is bound by his conscience and his 
oath, and from which no consideration of political policy 
or expediency can release him^ to provide by law such 
adequate and complete protection as is essential to the 
eitjoyment of an important right secured by the Consti- 
tution. If tlie proposition be true, that the Constitution 
establishes Slavery in the Territories beyond the power 
of the people legally to control It, another result no less 
startling, and from which there is no escape, must inevi- 
tably follow. The Constitution in tiuiforui '* everywhere 
within the dominions of the United ;Stute«^'— is the same 
in Pennsylvania as in Kansas— and if it be true, ad 
stated by the President in a !<pecial messsge to Congress, 
" that Slavery exists In Kansas by virtue of the Consti- 
tution of the United States," and that ** Kansas is there- 
fore at this moment as much a Slave State as Georgia or 
South Carolina," why does it not exist in Pennsylvania 
by virtue of the same Constitution ? 

If it be said that Pennsylvania is a sovereign State, and 
therefore lias a right to regulate the Slavery question 
within her own limits to suit lierself, it must be borne in 
mind tliat the sovereignty of Pennsylvania, like that of 
every other State, is limited by Uie Constitution, which 
provides that: 

" This Constitution, and all laws of the Uidied States which 
shall be made in pursuance thereof, and all treaties made, or 
which shall be made, under the authority of the United biates, 
shall be the mpreme latr of the lar.d. and the Judges in every 
State shall be bound thereby, anything in the (MnuHtution or 
latct qfany State to the contrary notuitfu4undiitg.*' 

Hence, the State of Pennsylvania, with her Constitution 
and laws, and domestic institutions, and internal policv, 
is subordinate to the Constitution of the United States, in 
the same manner and to the same extent as the Territory 
of Kansas. The Kansas-Nebraska Act says that the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas shall exercise legislative power over ^ all 
rightful subjects of legislation consistent witii the Consti- 
tution," and that the people of ^jitiid Territory* ehall be left 
" perfectly tree to form and reguUite their domestic insti- 
tutions in their own way, subject only to the Constitution 
of the United States." The proisions of Uds act are be- 
Uered to be la entire harmony with the CcD8tuuti((»i.,««il 
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wider them the people of Kantu po«eM evexy rld^t, 
«irlrllege, and Iramoxiity, in respect to their internal polity 
vid domestic relations, which the people of Pennsylvania 
«an ezerdse under tlivir ConsUtution and laws. Kach is 
Inrested with UxM, complete, and exclusive powers in this 
respect, ** subject only to the Constitution of the United 
Ikates." 

The question recurs, then, If the Constitution does estab- 
Ish Slavery in Kansas or any other Territory beyond the 
power of the people to control it by law, how can tlie con- 
clusion be resisted that Slavery is established In like man- 
ner and by the same authority in all Uie States of the 
Union t And if it be tlie ImperaUve duty of Congress to 
provide by law for tlie protection of slave propertv in the 
Territories upon the ground that *' Slavery exUts in Kan- 
sas" (and consequently in every other Territory) "by 
▼irtae of the Constitution of the United SUtes,'* why is it 
not also the duty of Congress, for the same reason, to pro- 
vide similar protection to slave property In all tl»e States 
of the Union, when the legislatures fail to fUmlsh such 
protection? 

Without confessing or attempting to avoid the inevitable 
consequences of their own doctrine, its advocates endeavor 
to fortify their position by citing the Dred Scott decision 
to prove that the Constitution recognises property in 
dares — that there is no legal distinction between this and 
«very other description of property — that slave property 
and every other kind of property stand on an equal foot- 
ing — that Congress has no mure power over the one than 
over the other — and, consequently, cannot discriminate 
between them. 

Upon Uils point the Court say : 

" Now AA we have alrealy said In an earlier part of this 
opinion, ii^oD a «IiitiTi>.iii point, tlie riglii orpropHrtv in a slave 
U «iiH-i:ic ly and expp-Mlynlllrmetl in the Co^iHliiutfon. . . ' 
And if tliti i;ouHiiia>i()ii rt'cognizes the right of propertv of the 
m«Litt<T i.i a sL-ive. and mak«!B no distinction between that des- 
crip'IOQ of pt'OiXTiy and o<h<'r property owned by a citlson, 
no irihiiiial aciinR ander Uiu auihoriiy of the United States, 
wlicih -r it hK Ifgislative, exifciitlve or judicial, haA a right to 
draw iiuch a dtitiinction. or deny to It the benefltof the pro- 
vialous and i;it:irantti s wliioh bave been provided for the pro- 
tectiua of private prop-srty against the eucrov-hmnnts or the 

gorernrricnt And the Kovwrnmeut in express 

terms ut plcd;;^! to protect it in all fiiiure time, i/ the tlace 
«nnKme» from hi» mcner. This is done in plain words— too 
piafn to l>c nu lerstooil. And no word can be found 
In ilifi Oonx'ltut'Oi which gives (Toiiffress a grmUr power 
over •I'lvH property, or whirh entitles property of that iilnd to 
iMa protiM.-tton ihan property of any othitr dfsrripilon. The 
o ily powi'r ronr-rnsi is the powor coupled w.th the duty of 
guar 'Xcii an 1 proiectiai; the owner in his riglita." 

The rights of the owner, which it Is thus made the duty 
of the Federal (Government to gtianl and protect, are those 
exi>rewly provided for In the Constitution, and deflned in 
clear and explicit luiiguage by the Court---that **the gov- 
ernment, ill express terms, is pledged to protect It (slave 
property, in all future Hmn^ifthstilaveeHcapeB/t'oinhis 
<n«/ie«-." This Is the only contingency, according to the 
plain reading of the Constitution, as authoritatively Inter- 
prete<l by the Supreme Court, In widch the Federal Gov- 
eruinent is authotixed, required, or permitted to Interfere 
witii Slavery hi the States or Territories ; and In that case 
only fi>r tiiti pur|>ose"of guarding and protecting the 
owner in liis ri.,;litt« *^ to reclaim Ids slave property. In all 
•tiler respects slaves stand on the same footing with all 
stiier property — '* tlie Constitution makes no distinction 
kdtweeu tliat (lescrI;)tion of property and other property 
•waed l»y a citizen ;" and ^ no word can be found in the 
OsBstftution wlilch gives Congress a greater power over 
slave pro{)->rty, or which enUtles property of that kind to 
less firotection than property of any other description." 
Tlus Is the basis upon which all rights pertaining to slave 
property, either in tlie States or the Territories, sttuid 
mader the Constitution as expoimded by the Supreme 
Court in the Dred Scott case. 

laasiBuch as the Constitution has delegated no power 
to the Federal (Government In respect to any other kind 
of property lielonglng to the citlsen — ndihcr introducing, 
estaliHAliiat;, prohibiting, nor excluding It anywhere withm 
-the doittinion of tlie United States, but leaves the owner 
thereof perfectly free to remove into any State or Terri- 
tory, and carry his property with him, and hold the same 
suhJect ts the local l;iw, and relying upon the local author- 
ities for protection, It follows, according to the decision of 
the Coaxl., that slave propert,y stands on the same footing. 
Is entitled to the .«ame rights and hnmunlties, and. In like 
manner, is dependent upon the local autlioritles and laws 
.ilur protedkoi. 

Itae Cesil refer to that clsose of the Constitution whkdi 
provides ftr the rendition of fugitive slaves as thefar 
Authority ISsr saying that ** the right of property in slaves 
ts distinctly and expressly aiBnned In ths OonaUtatkm." 
By reference to that provision, it will be seen that, while 
tbs word * daves" is not u*^ stUl tli« Gon«tl*otloa not 



only recognlMS the ri|dit of prop«rtj In sUtm, m iIsM 
by the Court, but explicitly states what daas of p«nMiM 
shall be deemed slaves, and imder what laws or autborily 
they may be held to servitude, and under what clrGa» 
stances fugitive slaves shall be re8t<»«d to tiielr owa«i| 
all in the same section, as follows: 



•• No person hojd to service or labor In one State, 
l(iN-« tket eo/, escaping Into another, shall, In oonaequenee if 
. any law or regalaiion thertdn, be dlikcharged from siidi sar 
vice or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party 
to whom such service or labor may be due." 

Thus it will be seen that a slave, within the meaidng of 
the Constitution, is a "person held to service or labor in 
one State, under the lavm theteqT^ — not under the Osa- 
Btitution of the United States, nor by the laws thereof, nor 
by virtue of any federal autliority whatsoever, but under 
tlie laws of the particular State where such service or 
lal»or may be due. 

It was necessary to give this exact definition of Slavery 
in the Constitution in order to satisfy tlie people of tlis 
South as well as of the North. The slavdiolding Blatss 
would never consent for a moment timt their domestic n- 
lations — and especially theh- right of property in their 
■laves— should be dependent upon Federal authority, er 
tiiat Congress should have any |>ower over tiie sntaject— 
either to extend, confine, or restruin it, much less to pro- 
tect or regulate it— lest, under the pretense of prote<Moa 
and regulation, the Federal Government, under tlie Infla' 
ence of the strong and increasing anti-slavery sentiment 
wbich prevailed at that period, might destroy the insttta- 
tion, ami divest those rights of property in slaves wldcb 
were sacred under the laws and constitutions of thdr n* 
spective States so long as the Federal Government had do 
power to interfere with the subject. 

In like manner, tiie non-slaveholdiug States, while thejr 
were entirely willing to provide for the surrender of ul 
fugitive slaves — as is conclusively shown by the unanUnoas 
vote of all the States in the Convention for the imtovUso 
now under consideration — and to leave each Situte per> 
fectly free to hold slaves under its own laws, and by virtue 
of Its own separate and exclusive autliority, so long as It 
pleased, and to abolish it when it chose, were nnwilBng to 
become responsible for its existence by incorporating it 
into the Constitution as a national institution, to be pra> 
tected and regulated, extended and controlled by Federal 
authority, regardless of Uie wishes of the people, Ukd is 
defiance of the local laws of the several States and Teirl- 
tories. For these opposite reasons, the Southern and 
Northern States united in giving a unanimous rote in the 
Convention for that provision of the Constitution whkli 
recognhses Slavery as a local inytltutiou In the several 
States where it exists, " under the laws thereof,*^ and pro- 
vides for the surrender of furtive slaves. 

It will be observed tiiat tiie tenn ** State *^ is used In 
this provision, as well as in various other parts of the Con- 
stitution, in the same sense In which It was used by If r. 
JeflTerson In his plan for establishing governments for the 
new States In the territory ceded and to be ceded to the 
United States ; and by Mr. Madison In his pr(^>odtlon tl 
confer on Congress power " to Institute temporary goven- 
ments for the new Staien arising in Uie unappr(^rl^ed 
lands of the United States," to designate the political 
communities. Territories as well as States, within the do- 
minion of the United SUtes. The word "■ States" Is used 
in the same sense In the ordinance of the 13th July, 1T87. 
for the government of the Territory northwest of ^e river 
Ohio, which was passed by the remnant of the Congress of 
the Confederation, sitting In New York while Its must emi- 
nent members were at Philadelphia, as delegates to the 
Federal Convention, aiding In the formation of the Coni^- 
tution of the United States. 

In this sense the word " States" is used in the clause pro- 
viding for the rendition of f\igltlve slaves, amilicable to 
all political communities under the auUiority of the United 
States, including the Territories as well as the several 
States of the Union. Under any other construction, the 
right of the owner to recover his slave would be restricted 
to the iSfe/tM of the Union, leaving the Territories a secure 
pUce of refuge for all fugitives. The same nauark is ap- 
plicable to the chiuse of the Constitution wliich provides 
that " a person charged hi any Sttite with trea-Hwi, felonv, 
or other crime, #ho shall flee from Justice, and be found in 
another State, shall, on the demand of the executive au- 
thority of the Jkiite from which he fled, be defivered up to 
be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the crime/' 
Unless tlie term State, as used in these pro\ liiioiu of the 
Constitution, shall be construefl to include every distinct 
political community under the Jurisdiction of the United 
States, and to apply to Territories as well as to the Statet 
of the Union, the Territories must become a sanctuary far 
all the fugitives from service and Justice, for all the feloaa 
and criminals who shall escape fh>m tlie several StaUt 
and seek refdge and immunity In the TerrtUtriet, 
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On the nth of Juurr, 1^ Ur. Clay Introduced b 



Hon vfakh were Intmded to form the blob of Ibe nil 
■oent l«|talaiUin npoo that ml^L Ptadlnr the dlu 
■HD of tow reaoluoom, the ehilnoui of Ibe CommlUei 
Territorleo prepered uid reported to tbe fieaAte, oti 
IHta of March, two bUk-«iiie for the adntaloD of CiBfor' 
ntohitotbe EdIod of Statei, udUe other fbr the nnnl- 
■aHon of tbe TeirUiuieg of Utah and itea Heiica, nSt for 
■be a4]DBment of tbe dfapnted bonn^n wUh tb ' 
ef TcxM, which were read twice and pruted for 1 
oftbaBenale. Oatbe^WhoI 

«lil£innrefCrre<lailpeTidlnj|i.. . 

AlTcrT qoeitloD. Od Ibe 8lh of Uar, Ur. Oaf, nn 

tdect eomiiiateeorthlitMiLnhiulUedUi the Berk«.«. 
BlaboTBte report corerinf all the pelbti In eontroreiijr, 
te«oiapanlAd by a hlH wbkb h nnally known ai the 
"Oamlbiil rniL" By refcreDCe to the pravlaloni of Ihli 



ben reported bj Ih 



e two printed bl III wt 



i onrt al prindplCt li to 
pnacrlbtfl and dellnee the powera of Uh Tenliorial Le^ 
lalitrc. In the hill, aa reported by the OoDunlttee on fer- 
rMiwiei, tbe lerialattre power of tbe Tecrllorlea extended 
la ■* >■ ilahtfnl aatajteta of ledalallon 

Oon oU tntlon oT Ibe Uidtcd litate*,"*. _ 

4fHean Slavtry; while Ibe lidlt, aa repaiCed by 



vary. Thla portion 



111 rifhinil aul^lecla ol hiflBlilloE 



■JbrMfWHiM* to JjMamt 8la**rv." Wbeo the bill 
•MW qi Ibr aodoD onlbe 1Mb of Hay, Mr. Darli, of Ub- 

Spn,' and hioert Ihe woi^ ■ fcYlA Mov righUof prtntitw 

JaU frereol ibe TerrUnclal I-aiililuim tram Ut\^iaiiaf 
■Blaat the rtfUa efpnibaTl/ growlnc out of [he lubluUoD 
■f BtaTOiT. lElriU iHTe lo^e Terrtlorlal l.«liala 



Mr. Clay, In reply to Ur. IIbtI*, uld : 



pfepeny, bat to (he pease of 

1 rfibi 10 nulla tnCli polka 
. «^.— * Hi.<,rder, mud wMch 

ih'i£la*bri<f u- 



iDh'rL I'he clauae now lo ihe bill la, ihal the 'i'erriiorlal 
le^lallDo ahaU not euend (o anjlhlai rvaueoilni African 
Blairorj wbbki Ihe tenUarr. lie ellM et relaUlac ihe 
claoaeaaruorWilbylba VOBaMM win be Ihia: Thai If IB 
any of the nsfTttortea blanry now eilin, h aball b« be abot 
MbtdbyibaTenUorialLiMMaisnij andit beny (f ibetei^ 
Ibe TeiriHHM'LedilMnr'the cbiuetaRlt waaimndHS 
, bauda of Ibe terriuwlal LefUainre £ r>M>«i » ^E^taf 






10 lean ibe letfilailoi 



^.■^L"?: 



Ur. Daili: 



8STT< 



10 U at prneol. It b perhapa D 
by lbs Snuior'tnim HIadaatppi 






be iDlnMlijceil iDio Ihe Teiniorr CDnlrary 10 ihe }t« Iwi, ud, 
bctofl bitrndueed, nDih]iiffiluUbedone^Tlbel.#£lfilaiar«io 

dnlng ao 1 aliall repsal again Ihe mpreiHiDn DT^oiriuiDD Kbich 



Here we And Ihe Bne dh 
contended (or the lichl to carry ala' 
and hold Uwm In deilance of Ihe loi 






rhioh Mr. C 



re, ll^I lihlMl aDl^niUaf leaUndaalde anil make whgi- 



iled by (he hlcbeai Judicial aoilwrliT 



To which Ur. DaTii reh>lDed, Ihat— 

Duxber coaElii~«ouiaihln| of ihe apMi of Ibal bold Yankee 
who laM be bad ■ rlcbl Id ID Is Omeord, and Ihu gD he weoM 1 
ant whn, In Ihe m^lenauce of Ibal nfhu met hie dealh at 

Peudbig the dlmaidan which enaned, Ur. Ilatii, at (bt 
BugRitlon of frienda, modifled iila amendmeol froDi duf 
to Ume, ontU it amuued Ibe following shape : 



?"?:« 



Sh. 



day, Hr. Chaae, i 



X POUIICAL TEXT-BOOK FOA 1810. 

iau(C<iftrtf wlililiiHtlT«i-{ Which *H i^estod—Tau, IB i N*ji,SB. 

\ Aft«T Tuioiu aUur amotidmatili hmA bB«n oCtrtd mi 

t on* w'W''***^*! Uh fro- Toted upon — kU relfttlDf to Uie power of th« TerrltoiU 

!Uv«T nalllon, la Dppo- Le(UUun otu SlirErr— Ur.Daudu moredlaitilkcM 

or tb« hntto^M to dr iQ nhitlUK to AMon ftliverf, » lEu ths Ten««lil I* 

«ry queruQQ lor uienuelTei— Mr, Douglu Hid; ^lilature iJiould biTe Ihe lude ponr OTcr that qHitlM 

Hon that I lute erer ukeu hu beeo Uii.iU>ii u Dvtr >U ollMribbttiil •uUecM sf leflnliillu) eonthMM 

- queiLJoiu r<^lKL]n£ u> ibe dooieaiL; LETiIri Arid with tha Camititauoit-Hrtiidi lOHadiiHat mi r^ rt ftA 

iJoaoriiJuoovlo iliomKlvB. i Ma Uui w8 ou«bi Lo be con- naesed vUh gre»t iblUt/ uul depth of («1Id| la nni«( 

Uui wUhwi»i««rw.i ihf y m»r doclda 111. queiDDii, bxcmiiH to Ihe powen irlileh the Totltoilul LegUitDce Aool^a- 

£K?^tiSi^>iSrKfi^lS?taiSXiSSu5^U^ arcl«ui™th.BJaMi.[81«vm VSwFroporttoi 

VLtrbahMTTn^^FbauiW&uMBMli^lhE^^ Tin Bwle, ahd amiDiiiiuDli offend mod r^selij— all n- 



S'**^)!^!* mmih'pi^rKiau^iuu ponloaof*^^ teUw M thii one a 
ildhiTB nmaaUuidMUwurwtHKtmilianHulnH Ncw-Hampihln, I 
oil Terrlurle^ whh no proflikin oi the luhfeet of tflewf, Mrlh* out Uw netzMiwni on uh -xcmnnu ■ -f m 

yl*-4 vHoUitDD ot Uut prluolvla mm wUeh we bin ell Awn the Commlut* on Terriloilet on (he BHh of MDi^ 

ruMoir d«feiu« of i^ i^uru weUTe taken on lUi quee- ond oonf^rrlnE on the TerritoiUl Lerielituze power onr 

Uon. Idonolua bowIhOH of ui who hm uku £^pod- "all lUtltal nUeeti of InUaden c«nal«lent irilh «• 

i!l^~rS'l?Vw:S!l^'lS!.t''E;Tih:r*S?'?i,""'f''" OonWhuthm mam united SUlM," trfMoiil tMHUmm 

teMu nuSoeifiimeBin wUEh wD uaej lu. Ue PreUileiiUiU Thai termhieted Udi gnM atniggle In IhesBrmwieeol 

hMmSe Muuor rro^^chlsan [Ur. ^) la IhBl lelWr ISUKeoCeruthej related lo the arnuludon of thoTV- 

wUAInknowneilhe'aidiolian Leiier' We ini rmjalred tUoAet,aatOitpnipltofllu nrritorittahimldatcat 

TvrOarla rlfiH mt Ittw >«• i-uHltlhMi lu (tefifoa dH» ^^ codCroTerted quciUon having been definllatr ■•■ 
udipud la HnV Bn^Obia ami Arti HUD. ! do noi lee, ilr, Ued, the Senile proceeded oo the B&me Amj to eonddei UK 

V V ._. ^ . ^.. ^ ..^^.j portloii of the bill, end afteutriJdng out iD ejmDt 

I.I VI... o_j .._.! "---taierBB 



Upon the queiUon of how niBBj InhihlUnti » Tenllorj TeTHorjof utui.onierea ins omiobe engroMaiwi 
ihould cODtain before It itiould be formed Inlo a poUUcel <^^ reid^. md on the next dm— August 1, ISHK-Oii 

luiald' ' On thel4thof August thebilltarlheoriwdnlli^otna 

IhlirUhiliicJteruihuaHlrceenrnoa, Wlihoui deieriDlulag ipect u> the power or the leirltsrle] Lesuielon OTBT " in 
Aa piwlH number. I wiu unnw tbu tbe rl«br ouglil Lo rightful lul^ecu of leglnliiUnD consliteat with the OenMI- 

v^^^i^'ss^i^^^y^^Tti ^""'' -^i^Vi^H dlv ^Tim "^t^^^,^-, 

bill »»»»» < ■ iW » wpriieiMtn ■mnmnMnt la newery— "^.'' '": .,.. .... ._ 

■ eonmunifbiindeirnimi the pHiidplaofgopulu' nire- I'beie two blUi were Kottolhe llouu ot BgiRMnle- 

nbnO Mm IbeiifhKfa people lo meal ihelrowuUwiiiDil (l'«, uid puaed tbntboilj- wlllrauiiuij allerelloB In n- 

ftrlhtt reeeoafon ^n Ihein a LeAkion oOBipoeed of Iwo apocl lo Uie power of the Terrllo.Lil Lpiriiilaturw anrtht 

SSSSS.%'.fi'lja'2*^^S5'nS^^ta;i .Eljeclof Sl^er^^dwcr. epi,ro-T,y «>«WiouS 

UfUluo on ■»« rlfknn inUoiita rf lefkteOOD' ewipt niore e^plember*, ISftO. ,„_..,. 

ufnt*. WhT euepi »(ro«> >nr euw Atrloie iib- In IBia.wlieo Ihe two great poUUgBlparllin—WMfOnd 

iwjl IfihelnhMMUiuienoimpoioiSloiP-— ■■■ ' — iio.^™T.Mn_ini^ -n^i. 11....^,.,..-., „.. .h.™ ^irfn^ ... 

H?'1£o"Jil!'loi°'E««o«^SSSItd" 



Spoaed la pnuotlnc prcmortr of enj oiba'r U _ _ _ _ 

r I dealre lo puL Lhem elj on en eqnadlj, and a apaclel nport, ara tboiH la wbkh ibe prlacLpLaaea 

ellowihe pMple la Diake ilulr own lawa hi reepeol u the by ihe (toapnwnlae MMurea of UBH eo far a» iher areapi 

Mr. vent and ur. Lneae): notlaiabyUulreelKterjaMbdMl 

X H.— _mi reapeol 10 Iha ■maediHDla. I iheU nU Uonel eilialloa and rsuoiini peeoa and harinonr M en Irri- 

1 boih : end Ihen I abaU n<e hi (amr of avUni <a<«d aid ittolreated peoplo. than bv Ike tonUal and ahaut 

leihKibilwblllnponlbepowerorilHTerrluriS nnlnieilaiipnbaUonwhfewbkhiherbeve been reealnl and 

1. lahallieieiHnlUacraaBd. Iwaeoppoead. eaanloned br Ihe wbola oowUry. 
aMaRiiietorfreaKsnuiflirhiadeclandfaina ' InlhaJnilsi»nlefniurCaniinMea.U»ieiBeiaanawan 

M o( lUi paiUbtdan ^Aa CodbUMk leon^ UMndad to ban a br Bon exoDnbaDdn and andutac 

aMer tt taeipedint a4 wnwHirtliHonaL I hen elrwdy •«»•• <ben Ihe nan mthiauunl o< Oe dlBeulUea arUaa «1 

OVUdavbebtlhallbarl^liiilpowirathitaniallailalattia ('UwraeentneoafedUoiioOleiiiianlBnlwrT. Tharinnde- 

In (he Curllortei belounS Ihapaopla." " ainad 10 aMoUlah eaflilnfnelprlDdplea; whIdwoaUpal 

in.. f.Trih» .n_iMdnn Iha mb w<i (.k.n v.» ■ ooly fuTDlah idaaiiau remvUaa Ibr adaHaa arils, bat, kaB 

Anorrannaroiacmaiontoa TOMWisiatan wjeaaand toe lo eoma. »TeId tbi norils rf a ahBEraMuSanTB whh- 

nari on the amendmuU of Mr. Ch4«^ end docfdod In the drawln, tt«'™aiS^ofalS^fSs£aS?rd£« 

aefaun : Teia, ifi : Neja, iu. The qQestlon recurring on aadlbepaUlealerena,andD0BiBIIUiiclllalhaafUbaiiSt3 

the amendment of Mr. DaTb, of MfulnlppL It wia abo ibnaa who were haniedlalalTfclareaMahieBdak— nap aial 

r^xKad: reaa, ttl; Naya, 80. Whereupon Ilr. Sewud '^'J)",?™?,'™™: ^ih a »te» rf confcr - — 

aOtewd the foUowlni emendnient : (oon to lb* aalOMlpaUcr o«baOonrnnienl.aea 

aaro ™ iouowinj^amiuuu.oui^ „_i. „i ^ [hejpfFOrtof nlcerflhe'AiaerloaupeopJe.yoari 




m bynayletlOD lOr ertana 
■auWrllatiaaef Dlehaa 



?prorlna nice Of the ,--,--, . 

daamed H thMr duly lo lacorporaie aod perpetnia, Id 
lerrllorlel bill. Iha prlndplea aad ipliU it OiaK 



KB. DonOLAS OS POFCLAS SOVBKBIQilTT. 



Ilia pranifliiji uid riIowIde certiln prodiluDi 
WD, Um Omomlttee ooBcliide u foUoitf : 






-ThKt ^ cua iQTOliiag ILClfl to aLiTfcvid qi 
.mill InediuB. mre rsfurtil la Uii uUuiUaUa 

Tlul Ihfl pnvUDn a' " 
.InrnpKila(fl|Ulra 



bfl oTAul»dTUTiiori«, Iha 
UhiuW ihi bill wU(± four 



knnbli Hdni of Ilia Buala, prnniaH lo (anr 
litHllwia KM pnndplHlJUo pnidMloiMHUDii, fai t 
bdfiufa oCIha Compromln Mauura of UBCL* " 

j5^ u It dot iti 

Bd wl defined (be pow?r ot tb 
It wm tH seen Uwt [l li, " [n Ihi 



If ths ■• Kuof-Habngka 
Iba Terrllocliil Lcgfak- 



oche IsDiuue ol 
leniBDg Uielegli- 



•udDtAl 

u likTiiii bun ■Dgguted, wllta «oma 

tta ilti iiiii Df ttie bOI, that tha i 

Kuck ■, IBM), pTDhllittSng BUTaiT do 

nf M* N' mold deprin the peo^ or ^ „ 

paw of MVUtlDgllMBUTCITqDMlIaDtOIDlttfaaillHl 

-aUi tliQ Aonld rcDiila tn ■ Icrrilwbl cODdlUoD, and 



'—■It wu pnpaRd b; the Ohalmwi of the ComidUco, 
■Bd buMMMid (Dtotlie un to nmora lUiobMiiEle toUw 
ftvaflBBoBof tbapilDdphofpniiiUTMiTenlfn^lDthB 
TtttllaiT, Tidle It rcnalDcd In ■ lenllorial coDdUiui, bj 
■ipadDC tka i^ act of Congroa, and dcclarlnet* - 
Vso bitaiit and meaning of nil the Meadi of the bm 

• *tt»t Ika OotmlluUon and lU l»wa of the nulled EiaI 
ut attit irltUn tiK TarrllarT u etaswliBre IdUillU^IIiilu. 
Wla*,aaiMU>eelEliai ttcUaa of Ihs ul prenanuory id tlu 
Mialailiai ot lOtKiiui Inio Uw Dsfoo, appronilKHdll, 1898. 
vWtA bibif iBDcmalitaDi wUh Iha pmntolaorDaitlDM'nq- 

Avh hil In I~™ lit f«^ Ormf r^finOii/i^t ujbnXBul 

To whleh wta added, on moUon o( Ur. Bldnr, (be fot- 
LLlnfijnpiutjImorresLUaUan 



CDDTentlon a 
Dtthadelegat 



d <ii HaHonal 
nsti, dachiKd by a ananbnmia nM 
ereij Sule in l£e Uukin, Uiai— 

! nrianlo lawi aataUiililiif Uh Tenl- 
februka ■■ embodjlni (be obW aoiiiul 
H * filatfarj QoetdoQ,' upon wikk (taa 
Uia people of (bit wbalo «nDlfy can 



uarftreaea by Confreaa wfth BlaveiT m S(ala and Tarrtioryi 

r ln(bi PIMiIdI oitOgliiinMa : 
"TBat (Uawaa(bfl btali of tha GompmnJaea of IWL coo- 

nwd bjr both Uw Deooentle and WUi pultai la KaUmal 
JoDTeattona— fUUM by iha people te an eteotton of lau— 
aod rtrtUrappled (o ike ananliattoa of (be Ti ' 
taWjlSa bj (h- --«— — ii~.i-. - — - 



Jeet, the equal rifMa or 

orlgkal oospada ef (M Oei ._ . 

— ud iba frpMtJftA apanalaD ef (tola Dalon Inaaimt to 



Id ucapdu tba (umliuMloD of tbla Oonvenlioii, Ur. 
—< ■--leUerdaledJmaI«,]«H,Bld: 

I on Iha qneadBfi of doiidBitLe SlLv^rf haa (oo 
and dl rtdad tha people of ibli Cnfen. and 

HeuHa bel&neud ehMI; (o (bi Tarrtlortea : and iodatac 
froB la pceaaiU obtnetar, I lUak n uaj M&l; uHle^ 

haa been, Itm (be orlclnal end puo tbBntaln ot leftttuata 
peUtledBswer, (be w3 of tha K^nllrj pn^aeL en lon(, 
10 allv tSa dai«enwt eBdlaaantrSk l^UaUKb tmiSSa 
qpoK prtndplBa aa aaeleBt at vee ■orennaent (taelC and In 
aeeorAaoe wUta then baa etanply daciuvd (hatlbapnnle of ■ 
TriIUit, Ilka IbaM of aaale, tUt imUtkit OmitAm 
■cMto Uaaart ttaR ar jkD ■<• sU oUMa Ib^ Itolla" 

Ttk •xperilbn of the UitoiT of Iben tneaMna dum 
ODDdathdj that tb* anthon oitbe Compmulae Heuarea 
of 1800, M^ of the Xanait-Nebrut* Act of ISBVai weU 
aa tbe Beaben ol the OnUneDlal Congreea of ITTd, and 
Iba tomidan ot ou vM*ni of goremnient aubeeqneDt lo 
tliaBenjlullaD,re(ardedUHi>eiit>Ieof (be Territoilea and 
OoloDlea aa poUtkal comBUUuUM wblgb weic entitled to a 
free and exdudn ponr of legUnUm In llielr Prorindal 
LtcUatnrea, where tbelr npreaentaUoD ijpakl alOM be 
pnaatred, In all eaiea ot tatatloa and Intenial noUx. 
lU riCU wtalna to UM^H^ila oUacdTi^ 

IndlTliball who ni» Ta 

" -I. it oaa ooljr b« «i 



cellecdTdj M I 

d (Wttddiebi 



pabia of petfiwinlnc He Tailoaa _ 

tact ta be aaeeitdnMl and detanulned b; Congreai. 
— ... ... . ._.. i_ j^^ ^ (j^^ Btioen or 



TbcpilndBle,nBderoarp>1ltleal intern, li a. 
tmdi**Viitiiit,l»mm«dloallihtrig\l;pr 



OMNMtaa^rM' 



CbweMiiMMt 

, _ _--,.- - ,...fi prifil^stf 

H of aaVtfMWWiWBffn t-MJMK4 to (Mr 

■Ma tMM j(^M. 
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SPEECH OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN, OF HiLINOlS. 

Delivered at the Coopef Instittfte, Monetary Feb. 27, 1860. 



Ub. PBBUDHrr jLXo Fkllow-Oitiuehs of Nbw-Tore: 
The facts with which I shall deal this eveolng are midnly 
old aDd faoUliar ; nor is there anything new in the gene- 
ral use I shall nuUco of them. If there shall be any 
novelty, it will be in the mode of presenting the facts, 
and Uie inferences and observations following that 
presentation. 

In his speech, last antamn, at Colambns, Ohio, as 
reported In " The New York Times,** Senator Douglas 
•aid: 

** Our fathers, when th^ filmed the Government nn- 
d«r which we live, understood this question Just as well, 
and even better than we do now." 

I ftilly indorse this, and I adopt It as a text for this 
discourse. I so adopt it because it ftimishes a precise 
and an agreed starting point for a discussion between 
Republicans and that wing of Democracy headed by 
Senator Duuglas. It simply leaves the inquliy : "What 
was tiie understanding those fathers had of the question 
mentioned f *' 

What is the firame of Government under wUch we 
Uve? 

The answer must be : " The Constitution of the United 
9^«tes" That Constitution consists of the original, 
:rafii9d in 17S7 (and under which the present Govem- 
men'> Arst went into operation), and twelve subsequently 
fkttmed amendments, the first ten of which were framed 
in 1789. 

Who were our fathers that framed the Constitution? 
I suppose the *Uhirty-nine'* who signed the original 
instrument may be fairly called our fathers who flramed 
that part of the present Government. It is almost 
exactly true to say they framed it, and it is altogether 
true to say they fairly represented the opinion and sen- 
timent of the whole nation at that time. Their names, 
being famiUar to nearly all, and accessible to quite all, 
need not now be repeated 

I take these ** thirty-nine,'* for the present, as being 
** our fkthers who framed the Government under which 
we live.** 

What is the question whicli, according to the text, 
those fathers undenttood Just as well, and even better 
than we do now ? 

It is this: Does the proper division of local f^om 
federal authority, or anything in the Constitution, forbid 
our Federal Government to control as to Slavery in our 
Federal Territories ? 

Upon this, Douglas holds the affirmative, and Republi- 
cans the negative. ThU affirmative and deoiai fo.m an 
iMue ; and this issue— this question — ^is precisely what 
the text declares our fathe s understood better than we. 
Let us now inquire whether the ** tlilrty-nlne,** or any 
of them, ever acted upon this question ; and if they did, 
bow they acted upon It— how they exprestied that bet- 
ter understanding. 

In 1784— three years before the Constitution— the 
United States then owning the Northwestern Territory, 
and no other — the Congress of the Confederation had 
before them the question of prohibiting Slavery in that 
Territory : and four of the ** thirty-nine," who afterward 
framed the Constitution were in that Congress, and 
voted on that question. Of these, Roger Sherman, 
Thomas Mifflin, and Hugh Williamson voted for the 
prohibition —thus showing that, in their understanding, 
BO line dividing local firom federal authority, nor anything 
else, properly forbade the Federal Government to con- 
trol as to Slavery in Federal Territory. The other of the 
four— James McUenry — voted against the prohibition, 
showing that, for some cause, he thought it improper to 
vote fqr it. 



In 1787, still befo e tiie Constitution, but whHe ihl 
Convention was in st»siou f aiuiug it, and while tkt 
Northwestern Territory still was the only T«n1teKf 
owned by the United States —the same quodtlon of pM* 
hibiting Slavery in the Ter:itory again came b«forelhe 
Consress of the Confederation ; and three more of Ihl 
** thirty-nine" who afteiward signed the Constitutlflli 
were in that Congress, and voted on the question. VnV 
were William Blount, William Few and Abraham Bald- 
win: and they all voted for the prohibition— thui i 
ing that, in their understanding, no line dividUlog 
from fetieral authority, nor anything else, prop«^ 
forbids the Federal Government to control as to SUvtqr 
in federal territory. This time the prohibitioa bco^t 
a law, bdng part of what is now widl known m tke 
Ordinance of *87. 

The question of federal control of Slave 'y in Ch* T» 
ritories, seems not to have been directly before tkt 
Convention which framed the original ConstitaUon ; aad 
hence it is not recorded that the " thirty-nine,** or vif 
of them, while engaged on that Uistrument, expnisssi 
any opinion on that precise question. 

In 1789, by the first Congress which sat tmdtr tfte 
Constitution, an act was passed to enforce the 1>rilnen<i 
of '87, including the prohibition of Slavery in ttie Nortlk 
western Territory. The bill for this act was reported |r 
one of the "thirty-nine,** Thomas Fitaslmmons. thMi a 
member of the House of Representatives from FenMi^ 
vanla. It went throuf^ all its stages wiUiout a irerd 4f 
opposition, and finally passed both branches wittMMtt 
yeas and nays, which is equivalent to a nnantmom 
passage. In this Congress there were rtxteen of tts 
** thirty- nine'* fathers who framed the ori|^ln*l Ooosttt^ 
tion. They were John Langdon, Nicholas GUmao, Wbl 
S. Johnson, Roger Sherman, Robert Morris. Tmmhi 
Fitssimmons, William Few, Abraham Baldwin, 
King, William Patterson, George Glymer, Richard 
sett, George Read, Pierce Butler, Daniel Carroll, Ji 
Madison. 

This shows that, in their understanding, no Uds 
dividing local from federal authority, nor anytbing Id 
the Constitution, properly forbade Congress to prohibH 
Slavery in the federal territory ; else both their fldeUty 
to correct principle, and their oath to support the Con- 
stitution, would have constrained them to oppose tkf 
prohibition. 

Again, George Washington, another of the **thlrtif- 
nine," was then Presideot of the United States, and, a* 
such, approved and signed the billythus completing VtB 
validity as a law, and thus showin)( that, in his undef^ 
standing, no line dividing local from federal authorttj, 
nor anything in the Constitution, forbade the Federal 
Government, to control as to Slavery In federal terrV- 
tory. 

No great while after the adoption of the original 

Constitution, North Carolina ceded to the Federal 

Government the country now constituting the State of 

Tennessee ; and a few years later Georgia eeded thai 

which now constitutes the States of Miasisslppl and Ala- 

I bama. In both deeds of cession It was made a condition 

by the ceding States that the Federal Government 

should not prohibit Slavery In t)te ceded country. 

Besides this. Slavery was then actually in the ceded 

country. Under these circumstances, Congress, on 

taking charge of these countries, did not absolutely 

prohibit Slavery within tlieiu. But they did interfen 

with it— take control of it— even tl»«re, to a eertali 

extent In 1793, Cong ess organized the Territory o- 

Mississippi In the act of organic itiou they prohlbtted 

' the bnnging of Slaves into the Te.ritory, from any place 




thws of «'TnB fathebs" on slavsby prohibition. 
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•Wumt th« United BUtet, by fine, and giving freedom I from federal aathoiity, or some proTUon or principle of 
lo alavee to brought. TUe act paM«d both branches of the Oonstitutlon, stood in the way : or they may* without 
Congress without yeas and nays. In that Congress I any such question, have voted against the prohibition, oa 
were three of the ^ thlrty-i^e" who flramed the original I what appeared to them to be sufficient grounds of ezpe- 
Constitution. They were John Langdon, George Uead \ diency. No one who has sworn to support the Constito* 



and Abraham Baldwin. They all, probably, voted for 
It. Certainly they would have placed their opposition 
to it upon record, if, in their understanding, any Une 
dividing local firom federal authority, or anything in the 
Constitution, properly forbade the Federal Government 
to control as to Slavery in federal territory. 

In 1808, the Federal Government purchased the Louisi- 
ana country. Our former territorial acquitlUons came 
firom certain of our own Sutes; but this Louisiana 
•oontrjr was acquired from a foreign nation. In 1804, 
Oongress gave a Territorial organlaation to that part of 
It which now constitutes the State of Louisiana. New 
Orieans, lying within tliat part, was an old and eompara- 
tively large city. There were other considerable towns 
and settlements, aud Slavery was extensively and 
thoroughly Intermingled with the people. Congress did 
not, in the Territorial Act, prohibit Slavery ; but they 
did Interfere with it— take control of it— in a more marked 
and extensive way than they did in the case of Mississippi. 
TIm substance of the provision therein made, In relation 
W davea, was : 

FtrtL That no slave should be imported into the Ter- 
fltory from foreign parts. 

Moond, That no slave should be carried Into it who 
kad been Imported into the United States since the first 
dajTof May, 1798. 

ndrd. That no slave shall be carried Into it except by 
tto owner, and for his own use as a settler; the penalty 
Id all the cases being a fine upon the violator of the law. 
And froedom to the slave. 

TUa act also was passed without yeas and nays. In 
Um Oongrea which paned It, there were two of the 
■* tUr^Hilne.'' They were Abraham Baldwin and Jona- 
flmnDajton. As stated in the case of Mississippi, it Is 
probable they both voted for it. They would not have 
•Uowed it to pass without recording their opposition to 
ft, If, In their understanding, it violated either the line 
proper dividing local from federal authority or any pro- 
vlWoB of the Constitution. 

In 1S19-S0, came and passed the Missouri question. 
Many votes were taken, by yeas and nays, in both 
tarandxes of Congress, upon the various phases of the 
fiBoral question. Two of the ** thirty-nine*'— RufUs King 
and Charles Pindmey— were members of that Congress. 
Mr. King steadily voted for Slavery prohibition and 
■talnit all compromises, while Mr. Pinckney as steadily 
V«led gainst Slavery prohibition and agidnst all compro- 
nliM. By this Mr. King showed that, In his understand- 
ing, no line dividing local fh>m federal authority, nor 
•ajthing In the Constitution, was violated by Congress 
prohibiting Slavery in federal territory ; while Mr. Pinck- 
r, bj bis votes, diowed that in his understanding there 
sulBcient reason for opposing such prohibition in 



The CMOS I have mentioned are the only acts of the 
** thirtj'nine,*' or of any of them, upon the direct issue, 
Wbleh I have l>een aUe to discover. 

To enumerate tbe_person8 who thus acted, as being four 
to 17BA, three in 1787, seventeen in 1789, three in 1798, 
two In 1804, and two in 1819-20— there would be thirty- 
one of them. But tills would be counting John Langdon, 
Bofer Sherman, William Few, Rufus King, and George 
Read, each twice, and Abraham Baldwin four times. The 
tme number of those of the ** thirty-nine'* whom I have 
shown to have acted upon the question, which, by the 
test they understood l>etter than we, is twenty-three, 
iaavlnf sixteen not shown to have acted upon it In any 

More, then, we have twenty.three out of our ** thlrty- 
atne" fkthers who framed the Gk>vemment under which 
we Mve, who havo, upon their offldal responsibility and 
flieir corporal oaths, acted upon the very question which 
tbo text affirms they ** understood Just as well, and even 
better than we do now;** and twenty-one of them — a 



majority of the whole ** thirty-nine "—so acting up- 
on It as to make them guilty of gross political impropriety, 
and wiilfiil peijuiT, IL in their understanding, any proper 
dlvMon between local and federal authority, or anything 
In the Oonstitutlon they had made themselves, and sworn 
lo support, forbade the Federal Government to control as 
to Slavery in the federal territories. Thus the twenty- 



lavery In 
aoted; a 



one aoted ; and, as actions speak louder than words, so I 
aetions under such responsibility speak still louder. 

Two of the twenty-three voted against Congressional 
preblbition of Slavery In the federal Territories in the in- 
itaaooB In which they acted upon the question. But for 
vkal reason they BO voted Is not known. Theymayhave 
iM booavM tkagr ihongM a proper divlnon of local 
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tion, can conscientiously vote for what he understands te 
be an unconstitutional measure, however expedient he 
may think it ; but one may and ought to vote against a 
measure which he deems constitutional, if, at the sauiis 
time, he deems it inexpedient. It, therefore, would be 
unsafe to set down even the two who voted against the 
prohibition, as having done so because, in their under* 
standing, any proper division of local from federal au- 
thority, or anything in the Constitution forbade the 
Federal Goveinuieul to control as to Slavery in federal 
territory. 

The remidnlng sixteen of the ** thirty-nine,'* so far as I 
have discovered, have leit no record of their understand- 
ing upon the dbect question of the control of Slavery in 
Uie federal territories, liut there Is much reason to be> 
lieve that their understanding "upon that question would 
not have appeared different from that of their twenty- 
three compeers, had It been manifested at alL 

For the purpose of adlit:rmg rigidly to the text, I have 
purposely omitted whatever understanding may have 
been manifested, by any person, however distinguished, 
other than the thirty-nine fathers who framed the original 
Constitution ; and, for the same reason, I have also omit: 
ted whatever understanding may have been manifested 
by any of 'the ** thirty -nine'' even, on any other phase of 
the general question of Slavery. If we should look into 
their acts and declarations on those other phases, as the 
foreign slave-trade, and the morality and policy of 
Savery generally. It would appear to us that on- the di- 
rect question of federal control of Slavery In federal 
territories, the sixteen, if they had acted at all, would 
probably have acted Just as the twenty-thiec did. 
Among that sixteen were several of the most noted anti- 
slavery men of those times —as Dr. Franklin. Alexander 
Hamilton, and Gouvemeur Morris— while there was not 
one now known to have been otherwise, unl&i!} it may be 
John Rutledge, of South Carolina. 

The sum of the whole is, that of our " ih'rty-»lne'* 
fathers who framed the original Constitution, twenty- 
one — a clear majority of the whole— certainly uude; stood 
that no proper division of local from federal authority 
nor any part of the Constitution, forbade tiie Federal 
Government to control Slavery in tlie federal tur.itories, 
while all the rest probably had the same understanding. 
Such, unquestionably, was the understanding of our 
fathers who framed the original Constitution ; and the 
text affirms that they understood the qucotiuu better 
than we. 

But, so for, I have been considering the understanding 
of the question manifested by the framers of the original 
Constitution. In and by the original instrument, a mode 
was provided for amending it : and, as I have already 
stated, the present frame of Government under which 
we live consuls of that original, and twelve amendatory 
articles framed and adopted since. Those who now insist 
that federal control of Slavery in federal territories vio- 
lates the Constitution, point us to the provisions whicb 
they suppose It thus violates ; and, as I understand, they 
all fix upon provisions in these amendatory articles, and 
not in the original instrument. Tlie Supreme Court, in 
the Dred Scott case, plant themselves upon the fifth 
amendment, which provides that ** no person shall be de 
prived of property without due process of law ;" wh.le 
Senator Douglas and his peculiar adherents plant them- 
selves upon the tenth amendment, providing that ** the 
powers not granted by the Constitution, are reserved to 
the States respectively, and to the people." 

Now, it so happens that these amendments were framed 
b5 the first Congress which sat under th-^ Constitution- 
the identical Congress whiok passed the act already men- 
tioned, enfordng the proidbltlon of Slavery In the north- 
western Territory. Not only was it the same Congress, 
but they were the identical, same individual men, who, 
at the same session, and at the same time within the ses- 
don, had under consideration, and in progress toward 
maturity, these Constitutional amendments, and this act 
prohibiting Slavery In all the Territory the nation then 
owned. The Constitutional amendments were Introduced 
before, and passed after the act enforcing the Ordinance, 
of *87 ; so that during the whole pendency of the act to 
I enforce the ordinance, the Constltulionai amendments 



were also pending 

That Congress, consUting In all of scventy-slx mem- 
bers, Including sixteen of Uie framers of the original Cou- 
stltutlon, as before stated, were prcdininently our fathers 
who framed that part of the Government under which wt 
live, which, is now claimed as Ibrblddlng the Federal 
Govemoieot to control Waverj In tba l«lArdLt«nMAiSR^ 
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It U not a little preiamptuoai In an/ one at thli dajr to 
aflrm that the two thingi which that OoDgreae deUbei> 
ateiy framed, and carried to maturity at the same time, 
are absolutdjr iaoonsiatent with each other ? And does 
not such affirmation beoome impudently absurd when 
eoup'.ed with the other affirmation, firom Uie same month, 
that those who did tlie two things alleged to be inconsis- 
Uwit understood whether they really were inconsistent 
better Uian we— better than he who affirms that they are 
incouilsteat ? 

It is surely safe to assnme that the " thirty-nine " 
framors of Uie original Constitution, and the seventy-six 
members of the Congress which framed the amendments 
tkieretu, talcen together, do certainly Include those who 
may be fairly cailed ** our fkthers who framed the Qot- 
ernment under which we live." And so aosumiug, I 
defy any man to show that any one of them ever, in his 
whole life, declared that, in his understanding, any 
proper division of local firom federal authority, or any 
part of the Constitution, forbade the Federal Qoveru- 
ment to control as to Kavery in the federal territories. 
I go a step farther. I defy any one to show tliat any 
liyiug man in the whole world ever did, prior to the be- 
ginning of the present century (and I might almost say 
prior to the beginning of tlie last half of the present cen- 
tury) declare that, in his understanding, any proper 
division of local firom federal authority, or any part of 
the Constitution, forbade the Federal Qovernmeut to 
control as to Slavery in the federal territories. To those 
whe now so declare, I give, not only *^ our fathers who 
framed the Government under which we live." but with 
them ail other living men within the century in which it 
was framed, among whom to search, and they shiUl not be 
able to find the evidence of a single man agreeing with 
ihein. 

Now, and here, let me guard a little against being mis- 
inderstood« I do not mean to say we are bound to follow 
implicitly in whatever our fathers did. To do so, would be 
to discard all the lights of current experience — ^to reject 
ail progress — all Improvement. What I do say Is, that if 
we would supplant the opinions and policy of our fathers 
in any case, we should do so upon evidence so conclusive, 
and argument so clear, that even their great authority, 
fairly considered and weighed, cannot stand ; and most 
surely not in a case whereof we ourselves declare they 
understood the question better than we. 

If anv man, at Uiis day, sincerely believei that a 
prpper division of local from federal authority, or any 
part of the Constitution, forbids the Federal Qovernment 
to control as to Slavery in the federal territories, he is 
right to say so, and to enforce his position by all truthful 
evidence and fair argument which he can. But he has no 
right to mislead others, who have less access to history 
and less leisure to study it, into tlie false belief that " our 
fathers, who framed the Qovernment under which we 
live," were of the same opiuion— thus substituting false- 
hood and deception for truthful evidence and fair argu- 
ment. If any man at this day sincerely believes ** our 
fathers, who framed the Government under which we 
live," used and applied principles, in other cases, which 
ought to have led them to understand that a proper 
division of local firom federal authority or some part of the 
Constitution, forbids the federal government to control 
as to Slavery in the Federal Territories, he is right to say 
so. But he should, at the same time, brave the responsi- 
bility of declaring that, in his opinion, he understands 
Uieir principles better than they did themselves : and 
especially should he not shirk that responsibility by as- 
serting tliat they ** understood the question Just as well, 
and even better, than we do now." 

But enough. Let all who believe that ** our fathers, 
who framed Uie Gk>vemment under which we live, under- 
stood the question Just as well, and even better, than we 
do now,'* speak as they spoke, and act as they acted upon 
it. Tills is all Republicans ask — all Oepublicans desir^~ 
in relation to Slavery. As those fathers marked it. so let 
ic be again marked, as an evil not to be extended, but to be 
tolerated and protected only because of and so far as its 
actual presence among us makes that toleration and pro- 
tection a neoessity. Let ail the guaranties those fathers 
gave it, be not grudgingly, but fully and fairly, main- 
tained. For this Kepublicans contend, and with this, so 
far as I know or believe, they will be content. 

And now. If they would listen, as I suppose they wUl 
not, I would address a few worda to the southern peo- 
ple. 

I would say to them : Tou consider yourselves a reason- 
able and a Just people ; and I consider that in the general 
qualities of reason and Justice you are not inferior to any 
oikher people. Still, when you speak of ua Republicans, 
you do so only to denounce us as reptilet, or, at the best, 
as no better than outlaws. Toa wm grant a hearing to 
pirates or nuirtererB, but nothing like It to ** Blaok Bepub- 



licans.** In all yov oooteationi with one another, ead 
of you deems an nncondmonal condemnation of ** BUek 
Republicanism" as the first thing to be attended to. la- 
deed such condemnation of us seems to be an indlypensa- 
ble prerequUte — ^Ucense, so to speak, among you to be ad- 
mitted or permitted to speak at aU. 

Now, can you, or not, be prevailed upon to pause and la 
consider whether this is quite Just to na, or even to yoll^ 
selves? 

Bring forward your charges and spedflcatlons, and tbea 
be patient long enough to hear us deny or Justify. 

You say we are sectional We deny it^ Thai makee a 
issue : and the burden of proof is upon you. Ton pro- 
duce your proof; and what is it? Why, that our par^ 
has no existence in your section— gets no votes in your 
secUon. The fact is substantially true ; bat does UinrDve 
tlie issue? If it does, then in case we should, wuhoot 
change of principle, begin to get votes in your lecUon, we 
should thereby cease to be sectional. Ton cannot esoiM 
this conclusion ; and yet, are you iHUlng to abide by ftf 
If you are, you will probably soon find that we Bare 
ceased to be secUonal, for we shall get votet in your Mo- 
tion this very year. You will then begin to discover, u 
the truth plainly Is, that your proof does not tooch tkt 
issue. The fact that we get no votes in your section h a 
fact of your making, and not of ours. And If thera bs 
fault in that fact, that fault is primarily youis, and re- 
mains so until you show that we repel you by stnne wroBg 
principle or practice. If we do repel you bv any wrong 
principle or practice, the fault is ours ; but tarn brings yoa 
to where you ought to have started— to a diacnaslon ofus 
right or wrong of our principle. If oar principle, pat in 
practice, would wrong your section for the benefit of ooit, 
or for any other object, then our princ^le, and we with It, 
are sectional, and are Justly opposed and denoonoed as 
such. Meet us, then, on the question of whether our prin- 
ciple, put in practice, would wrong your section; and so 
meet it as If it were possible that something may bo said 
on our side. Do you accept the challenge? No? Ibea 
you really beUeve that the prin(^le whi(A oar fiathenwhe 
firamed tiie Government under which we live thought so 
clearly right as to adopt it, and indorse it again and 
again, upon their official oaths. Is, in fact, so deai^y 
wrong as to demand your condemnation withoat a mo- 
ment's consideration. 

Some of you delight to flaunt In our faces the wamfaig 
against sectional parties g^ven by Washington In bfi 
Farewell Address. Less than eight years before Wad^ 
ington gave that warning he had, as President of tha 
United States, approved and signed an act of GongreM tn- 
forcing the prohiuution of Slavery in the northwestern Tttrl- 
tory, which act embodied the policy of the Government 
upon that subject, up to and at the veir moment hi 

{>enned that warning; and about one year after be p^w«ed 
t he wrote Lafayette, that he considered that ftCfaloltioa 
a wise measure, expressing in the same connection Ui 
hope that we should sometime have a confederacy of fireo 
States. 

Bearing this in mind, and seeing that sectionalbm hat 
since arisen upon this same subject, is that warning a 
weapon in your hands against us, or, in our hands, agWMt 
you ? Could Washington himself speak, would he cast tba 
blame of that sectionalism upon us, who sostain his poUcj, 
or upon you, who repudiate it? we respect that warning 
of Washington, and we commend it to you, together wlta 
his example pointing to the right application of it. 

But you say you are conservative — eminent^ conserva* 
tive — ^while we are revolutionary, destructive, or some- 
thing of the sort. What Is conservatism? Is It not ad- 
herence to the old and tried, agidnstthe new and untried IT 
We stick to, contend for, the identical old policy on the 
point in controversy which was adopted by our fkthen 
who framed the Government under which we live ; whfla 
you, with one accord, rt^ject, and scout, and spit upon thai 
old policy, and insist upon substituting something new. 
True, you disagree among yourselves as to what thi^ sob- 
stitute shall be. You have considerable variety of new 
propositions and plans, but you are unanimous in r^ecting 
and denouncing the old policy of the fathers. Some m 
yon are for reviving the foreign slave-trade ; some for a con- 
gressional slave-code for the Territories: some for Con- 
gress forbidding the Territories to prohibit Slavery within 
tiieir lindts ; some for maint^nlng Slavery In the Territo- 
ries through the Judiciary ; some for the " gur-reat pnr-rln- 
ciple" that ** if one man would enslave another, no third 
person ^ould object," fantastically called *' Popular 8^ 
verelgnty :" but never a man among you in favor of fede 
ral pr(4iU>ition of Slavery in Federal Territories, accordtng 
to the practice of our fathers who fi-amed the Government 
under which we live. Not one of all your various plant 
can show a preoedent or an advocate In the century wMk 
in iriiloh our Government originated. Consider, thea 
irtutber your olaba of oonswralism for yoorselvea, ani 
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Mar ohane of 4eitraotiT«neM against u, are baaed on 
Ibe most dear and atable foondationi. 

Again, you aaj we have made the Slayery question 
more prominent than It formerly was. We deny it. We 
Admit that it is more prominent, but we deny that we 
made it so. It was not we, but yon, who discarded the 
aid policy of the fathers. We resisted, and stili resist, 
yourinnoTatlon; and thence comes the greater protui- 
nenoe of the question. Would you hare that question re- 
duced to its former proportions ? Go back to that uld 
policy. Wliat has been will .be andn, under the same 
eondUions. If yoa would have tne peace of the old 
times, re-adopt the precepts and policy of the old times. 

Ton ctiarge that we stu- up insurrections among your 
slarea. Wedeny it; and what is your proof? Harper's 
VMrry ! Jolm Brown 1 John Brown was no Republican ; 
•od yon liaTe failed to implicate a single Republican in 
Us Barperhi Feny enterprise. If any member of our 
Mtrtj la guilty in that matter, you know it, or you do not 
know it. If yoa do know it, you are inexcusable to not 
designate the man, and prove the fact. Ifyoudonot 
know it, yoo are inexcusable to assert it, and especially 
to persist in the assertion after you have tried and fiUled 
to make the proof. Ton need not be told that persisting 
In A diarge which one does not know to be true, is sim- 
p\jr a nutucioua slander. 

Borne of you admit that no Rraublican designedly 
aided or encouraged the Harper*s Ferry SLSair ; but still 
insist that our doetrines and declarations necessarily 
lead to snch results. We do not believe it We know 
we bold to no doctrine, and make no declarations, which 
were not held to and made by our fathers who framed 
the Government under which we live. You never dealt 
taMj by ns in relation to this affair. When it occurred, 
some Important State elections were near at hand, and 
yoa wore in evident glee with the belief that, by cnarg- 
mg the blame upon ns. yoa could get an advantage of us 
In those elections. The elections came, and your ex- 
pectations were not quite fulfilled. Every Republican 
man knew that, as to himself at least, your charge was a 
■lander, and he was not much inclined by it to cast his 
rote in your favor. Republican doctrines and declara- 
tions are accompanied with a continual protest against 
any Interference whatever with your slaves, or with you 
abootyoor slaves. Surely, this does not encourage them 
to revolt. True, we do, in common with our fathers, who 
fkamed the Gk>veniment under which we live, declare 
oar belief that Slavery is wrong; but the slaves do not 
hear ns declare even this. For anything we say or do, 
the slaves would scarcely know there is a Republican 
part^. I believe they would not, in fkct, generally know 
It but for your misrepresentations of us, in their hearing. 
In your political contests among yourselves, each fac- 
tion charges the other with sympathy with Black Re- 
pabUcanism; and then, to give point to the charge, 
defines Black Republicanism to simply be insurrection, 
blood and thunder among the slaves. 

Slave insurrections are no more common now than 
thoy were before the Republican party was organized. 
What Induced the Southampton insurrection, twenty- 
tight years ago, in which, at least, three times as many 
dves were lost as at Harper's Ferry f You can scarcely 
stret^ your very elastic fancy to the conclusion that 
Soothampton was got up by Black Republicanism. In 
the present state of things in the United States, I do not 
think a general, or even a very extensive slave Insurrec- 
tion, Is possible. The indispensable concert of action 
cannot be attained. The slaves have no means of rapid 
eommaalcation ; nor can incendiary free men, black or 
wlilte, sopply it. The explosive materials are every- 
where la parcels ; but there neither are, nor can be sup- 
plied. Uie indispensable connecting trains. 

Maeh Is said by Soutiiem people about tlie affection of 
tiaves for their masters ahd mlstref>ses ; and a part of it, 
si least, Is true. A plot for an uitrising could scarcely be 
devised and commimicated to twenty Individuals before 
some one of tiiem, to save the life of a favorite master or 
fltistress, would divulge it. Tlila is the rule; and the 
dave-revolution in Ilayti was not an exception to it, but a 
ease occurring under peculiar circumstances. The gun- 
powder plot of BritUI) hldtory, Uiough not connected with 
riaves, was more in point. In that case, only about twenty 
were admitted to the secret ; and yet one of them, in hb 
anxiety to save a Mend, betrayed the plot to that friend, 
sad, by consequence, averted the calamity. Occasional 
polsonhigs from the kitchen, and open or stealthy usoastil- 
oatious iu the field, and local revolts extending to a score 
or so, will continue to occur as the natural results of Sla- 
very ; but no general insurrection of slaves, as I think, can 
happen in this countnr for a long time. Whoever much 
fears, or much hopes, for such an event, will be alike dis- 
^fpotnted. 
1x 1b» langoage ef Mr. Jefferson, uttered many years 



ago, " k is still in our power to direct the process of eman- 
CH>atlon, and deportation, peaceably, and In such slow 
degrees, as that the eWl will wear off Insensibly ; and their 
places be, pari pawUy filled up by free white latjorersw 
If, on the contrary, it is left to force itself on, human na- 
ture must shudder at the prospect held up." 

Mr. Jefferson did not mean to say, nor do I, that the 
power of emancipation is in the Federal Qovemment. He 
spoke of Virginia ; and, as to the power of emancipation, 
I speak of the slaveholdlng States only. 

The Federal Qovemment, however, as we insist, has the 
power of restraining the extension of the Institution — the 
power to Insure that a slave insurrection shall never occar 
on any American soil which is now flree from Slavery. 

John Brown's effort was peculiar. It was not a slave In- 
surrection. It was an attempt by white men to get up a 
revolt among slaves, In which the slaves refused to partici- 
pate. In fact. It was so absurd that the slaves, with all 
their ignorance, saw plainly enough It could not succeed. 
That lUfalr, in Its philosophy, corresponds with many at- 
tempts, related )n hutory, at the assassination of Kings and 
Eknperors. An enthusiast broods over the oppression of a 
people till he fandes himself commissioned by Heaven to 
liberate them. He ventures the attempt, which ends in 
Uttle else than in his own execution. Orsini's attempt on 
Louis Napoleon, and John Brown's attempt at Harper's 
Ferry, were, in their philosophy, precisely the same. The 
eagerness to cast blame on old JEngland In tiie one case, 
and on New Kngland In the other, does not disprove the 
sameness of the two tilings. 

And how much would it avail you. If you could, by the 
use of John Brown, Helper's book, and the like, break op 
the Republican organization f Human action can be mod- 
ified to some extent, but human nature cannbt be changed. 
There Is a Judgment and a fcelhig against Slavery in this 
nation, which cast at least a million and a half of votes. 
You cannot destroy that Judgment and feeling — that sen- 
timent— by breaking up the iwlltical organization which 
rallies around It. You can scarcely scatter and disperse 
an army which has been formed into order in the face of 
your heaviest fire, but if you could, how much would yon 
gain by forcing the sentiment which created it out of the 
peaceftd channel of the ballot box, into some other chan- 
nel? What would that other channel probably be? Would 
the number of John Browns be lessened or enlarged by the 
operation ? 

But you will break up the Union rather than submit to a 
denial of your constitutional rights. 

That has a somewhat reckless sound ; but it would be 
palliated, if not fully Justified, were we proposhig, by the 
mere force of numbers, to deprive you of some right, 
pl^nly written down iu the Constitution. But we are pro- 
posing no such thing. 

When you make these declarations, you have a specific 
and well-understood allusion to an assumed constitutional 
right of yours, to take slaves into the federal territories, 
and to hold them there as property. But no such right Is 
specifically written In tiie Constitution. Tliat instrument 
Is literally silent about any such right We, on the con- 
trary, deny that such a right has any existence in the Con- 
stitution, even by implication. 

Your purpose, then, plainly stated, is, that you will 
destroy the Government, unless you be allowed to con- 
strue and enforce the Constitution as you please, on all 
points In dispute between you and us. You will rule or 
ruin in all events. 

This, plataly stated, Is your language to us. Perhaps 
you will say the Supreme Court has decided the disputed. 
Constitutional question in your favor. Not quite so.' 
But waiving the lawyer's distinction between dictum and 
decision, the Courts have decided the question for you 
in a sort of way. The Courts have substantially said, It 
is your Constitutional right to take slaves Into the 
federal territories, and to hold tliem th«re as property. 

When I say the decision was made in a sort of way, T 
mean it was made In a divided Court by a bare majority 
of the Judges, and they not quite agreeing with one 
another in the reasons fo- malcing it ; that it is so made 
as that Its avowed supporters disagree with one another 
about its meaning, and that It was mainly based upon a 
mistaken statement of fact— the statement In the opinion 
that " the right of property in a slave Is distinctly and 
expressly affirmed In the Constitution." 

An Inspection of the Constitution will show that the 
right of property in a slave it not distinctly and expresbly 
afllrmedinit. Bear in mind the Judges do not pledge 
their Judicial opinion that such is right is impliedly af- 
firmed in the Constitution ; but they pledge their ve; nclty 
that It is distinctly and expressly affirmed there--" dis- 
tinctly," that is, not mingled with anything else— "e«- 
pressly," that is, in words meaning Just that, without the 
itid of any Inference, and susceptible of no other meaning. 
If they had only pledged their Judicial opinion tbaA 
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■noh right Is aAroMd in the Initrament by Implicfttlon, 
ti would be open to others to show that neither the word 
^ slave*' nor ** Slavery" is to be found In the Con»titu- 
tion, nor the word ** property" even, in any connection 
with the language alluding to the things slave, or Slavery, 
and that wherever in that instrument the slave is alluded 
to, he is called a '* person ;" and wherever his master's 
legal right in relation to him \b aUuded to, it is spoken of 
as ** service or labor due," as a "debt" payable in 
service or labor. Also, it would be open to show, by 
contemporaneous history, that this mode of alluding to 
■laves and Slavery, instead of spealcing of them, was eu- 

(cloyed on purpose to exclude from the Constitution the 
dea that there could be property in man. 

To show all this is easy and certain. 

When tills obvious mistake of the Judges shall be 
brought to their notice, it is not reasonable to expect 
that they will withdraw the mistaken statement, and 
reconsider the conclusion based upon it f 

And then it is to be remembered that ** our fathers, who 
framed the Gk>vernment under which we live" — ^the men 
who made the Constitution— decided this same Constitu- 
tional question in our favor, long ago— decided it without 
a division among themselves, when making the decision ; 
without division among themselves about the meaning 
of it after it was made, and so far as any evidence is 
left, without basing it upon any mistaken statement of 
facts. 

Under ail these circumstances, do yon really feel 

J ourselves Justified to break up this Government, un- 
MS such a court decision as yours is shall be at once 
submitted to as a conclusive and final rule of political 
aotion ? • 

But you will not abide the election of a Republican 
President. In that supposed event, you say, you will 
destroy the Union ; and then, you say, the great crime of 
having destroyed it will be upon us f 

That is cool. A highwayman holds a pistol to my ear, 
and mutters through his teeth, ** stand and deliver, or I 
shall kill you, and then you will bd a murderer 1" 

To be sure, what the robber demanded of me — my 
money — was my own ; and I had a clear right to keep 
it ; but it was no more my own than my vote b my own : 
and the threat of death to me to extort my money, and 
the threat of destruction to the Union, to extort my 
vote, can scarcely be dlitingubhed In principle. 

A few words now to Republicans. It Is exceedingly 
desirable that all parts of this great Confederacy shall 
be at peace, and in harmony, one with another. Let us 
Republicans do our part to ha/e it so. Even though 
much provoked, let us do nothing through passion and 
ill temper. Even though the southern people will not so 
much as listen to ud, let us calmly consider their 
demands, and yield to them if, in our deliberate view of 
our duty, we possibly can. Judging by all they say and 
do, and by the subject and naturs of their controversy 
with us, let us determine, if we can, what will satisfy them? 

Will they be sati^hed if tue Territories be uncondition- 
ally surrendered to them ? We know they will not. In 
all their present complaints against u^, the Territories are 
scarcely mentioned. luvajfions and insurrections are the 
rage now. Will it satidfy them if, in the future, we have 
nothing to do witli invasions and insurrections? We 
know it will not. We so know because we know we never 
had anything to do with invasions and Insurrections ; 
and yet this total abstaining does not exempt us from the 
charge and the denunciation. 

The question recurs, what will satisfy them ? Simply 
this : We must not only let them alone, but we must, 
somehow, convince them that we do let them alone. This, 
we know by experience, is no easy task. We have been 
so trying to convince them, from tiie very beginning of 
bur organisation, but with no success. In all our plat- 
forms and speeches we have constantly protested our pur- 
pose to let them alone ; but tliis has had no tendency to 
convince them. Alike unavailing to convince them is 
the fact tliat they have never detected a man of as In 
any attempt to disturb them. 



Viese natural, and apptreoUy adflqiutt aw«» tM M 
Ing, what win oonvlnoe them? This, ftod this oaly; 
ceade to call Slavery tfrmi^, and Join them in oalUng it 
right. And this must be doue thoroogtUj — done in okt 
as Weil od in tocrd§. Silence will not be tolerated— wt 
mu.it pla':e ourselves avowedly with them. Dooglas'i 
new sedition law must be enacted and enforced, somN'ess* 
ing all dtfolaratiuns that fHavery is wrong, whether mads 
in politics, in presses, in pulpits, or in prirate. We mast 
arrest and return their ftigitive flares witli greed| 
pleasure. We must puU down oar Vree State constitotioBs. 
The whole atmosptiere must be disinfected from all taint 
of opposition to Slavery, before th^ will cease to believs 
that all their troubles proceed from us. 

I am quite aware they do not state their case preeisdy 
In this way. Most of' them would probably say to u, 
*' Let as alone, do nothing to us, and saw what you please 
about Slavery." But we do let them alone— hare nerer 
disturbed tiiem— so that, after all, it la what w« say, 
which dissatisfies them. They wiU oontlnue to 
of doing, until we cease saying. 

I am also aware they hare not, as y«t. In 
demanded tlie overthrow of our FreeStaAe OonstUotloBS. 
Yet those constitutions declare the wrong <tf SlaTSiy, 
with more solemn emphasis, than do all otbar nytagi 
against It ; and when all these other aayingi shall bars 
l>een silenced, the overthrow of these constitadOM will 
be demanded, and nothing be left to resist the denaad. 
It is nothing to the contrary, that they do not demand fiis 
whole of this Just now. Demanding what th^ do, nd 
for the reason they do, they can voluntarily stop nowhors 
short of this consummation. Holding, as tbeiy do, that 
Slavery is morally right, and socially eleratlnc, tbmr eaa* 
not cease to demand a full nations! recogniuon of it, as 
a legal right, and a social Messing. 

Nor can we Justifiably withhold this, on anr grand 
save our conviction that Slavery is wrong. If Blavciy is 
right, all words, acts, laws, and constitutions ag^ONit, 
are themselves wrong, and should be silenced, and nrqtt 
away. If it Is right, we cannot Justly oldeot to its nation* 
ality— its universality ; if it is wrong, they cannot Josdj 
insist upon its extension — its enlargement. All they Mk, 
we could readily grant, if we theui^t Slavery rl^ : all 
we ask, they could as readily grant, if they tboai^ It 
wrong. Their tliinking it right, and oar thinking it 
wrong, Is the precise fact npon which dependa the whols 
controversy. Thinking it right, as they do, they arc not 
tu blame for desiring its fhli recognition, as bang right: 
but, thinking it wrong, as we do, can we yield to tbenT 
Can we cast our votes with their view, and against our 
own ? In view of our moral, social, and poUtlbal tcspoD- 
slbilitles, can we do this 7 

Wrong as we think Slavery Is, we can yet aJfbrd to let 
it alone where it is, because that much Is dae to ths 
necessity arising from Its actual presence in the nattoa; 
but can we, while our votes will prevent it, allow It t» 
spread into the National Territories, and to OTcrnm u 
here in these Free States ? 

If our sense of duty forbids this, then let as stand h/ 
our duty, fearlessly and effectively. Let us be dlTcrted by 
none of those sophistical contrivances wherewith we ars 
so industriously piled and belabored — contrlvanoes sach 
as groping for some middle ground between the right and 
the wrong, vain as the search for a man who sbosM be 
neither a living man nor a dead man— such as a poUey 
of ** don*t care" on a question al>out which lUl true saen 
do care— such as Union appeals beseeching trae Union 
men to yield to Dlsunionists, reversing the divine role, 
and calling, not the sinners, but the righteous to repent- 
ance — such as invocations to Washington, imploring meo 
to unsay what Washington said, and undo what Washing- 
ton did. 

Neither let us be slandered from our duty by false 
accusations against us, nor frightened from it by mouMes 
of destruction to the Government, nor of dnngeoosto 
ourselves. Let us have faith that right makes might, and 
in that faith, let us, tc '.he end, dare to do our doty, as 
Ve understand it. 



DUD soon— HISSODSI COMFBOWSS. 
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SPEECH AT FRANKFORT, KY. 



Tm Hon. Juas C. BRiciiNHCDai dellTered 
tbe following speech on the genenkl political 
topioi of lh« day beCora tbe Legislature of Ken- 
titakj >i Frankfort iu Deo. ISfiU. Ur. Breckia- 
ridge hftd been recentlj eWled to the Uniwd 
flwtci Eciute, b; the Eeatuukj LegtsUlure ; 
■nd after returuing hia thuukd lor the di^tiQ- 
gniibcd honor, iind promising to serve the State 
10 (lia best of Wa ability, he contiuucd a 

Hh alACtioa look pUca on Moada; . Tho day bofOre 
I ne^-rtt a letter ilitDcd by a arnnbar or genUimtn ho 
tk> LMbblure, aiUni mr oplnloa In rtfti^ncs to tha 
PuM* Noarrr Ae«Woo,Tn. refamiee to Torrllorlal Borer- 
rigntr, awl tha ]»>«' of Oooit«H to protect Iha propnt; 
ard&MU wlibln the larrHsrlia. 1 reoalnd that '-■*— 
wUi pioAiaiid npe>:i, and anly ragret K did not 
to njr kudi In time, that I ndflit annrar Jl betoi 
•UattUL But yai I am glad ibai I Gou)d aot am 
bilbrathatday. (OryourotiDicBliaiort of Indotai 
•t as eaiiDdjiBB upon ttioie quailou. I cantcM 
■a^trbat (laUSed tliat the election took placa I 
IkaOlMMqaeiUoDiloaiiiwar. II su utterly Id 

bcid te your lav for ttaa elecUon. but, I nartr lot 

fblllil lUa auiwer. 1 naier ibould bara failed. 
IMCB ana who algnad U, iDitud of tweuiy, tbe 
vaald baie been precluty tbe «una. 

B^dH Itila, It would bare been of but Ultle ■ 
Wwoea, ke tba auiwer batora or afiar. I belong t 
•abool of poUUca Uiu baUeTca la Inniuctlon, and 
ever t am not readj to receive the Inetructloni ' 
Mal^ I itand ready to glra back the tniil coollr 



8 Willi mil, I bo w to tlia dacUan of tba Soprima Court 
af lb* Ualtad Statei epoa erery quaiiton wltbli "- 
taevar jarliiUelloD, whelliar II corrspoDda with ay 
TM* eiiialeii or not ; only, I bow a tiuia lawar whi 
lapinni to do to, ai ttaa daolelaa la tba Drad 8«Dtt 
4aeik 1 approre It in alllta paru aa a nund axpoal 
■f Ik* lav and ovuUtotloiial ilabu et the Buta, 
ritfaaaa Uui Inhabit than. (Applaofle.) It may no 

• ua bare to add that ao great an Inlareil 

It de^ioB, and lo iU prlncliildi babif eui- 



<r ha*a printed a large aAtioli of tb 
NcUonr the Slate, and nnleii the amiB !■••• uuv 
ilad, tbara li Haroaly a meBbar alaoted to iba Lagl 
Ive who bat not rosalTed a aopy with mj franlL 
T* approve the deeWon ot tb* Supreme Goart In 

el laniloitaf Boierilgnty, aa I think wUI praenllj 



UHouri Uue wae repealed. 

aldUorganl^nf tba Territory of Kuuu •• long ai (hat 
IU it^ma iqwn our Institution! rerualned upon the 

kf thai I eait no rvttaotiop upon the wUe 



1 we paned the 

The AhoUtioa, ur umun duuuuon partj 
Htalea were conalanUy contending that It 
t Congreii to prohibit BUrery bi the 



ttiEEt qoeatloo from the Ualli of Oontreai, and place b 
ihure It could no longtr riak the pUNk welfare and the 



not a copy of the blU before 
leading protUDmi, a blllwai 
irl line, and laarlng tboae Tar- 

u legialBle ^TeiT Into Kan- 



yhald that 



that law, and that the ■taiaholder 
Terrttorlci with btfalala with 
iia him In balding hli ilavci ai property, 
Tba Sooth, ganenlly, •iUwot dbtlnctlon 
oppodte (few. Tliey held that the d 



ipetty. and enjoy It. nutdM Doteeamte 

aoyart"-"- -• ' ■ -' ■- 

e^eo 



be denied to ua aroole of . ., 

f orrUnglj, the liul aantalned the provlalon, that any ' 
lion lareteraOMtoSlaverythoNldbaratirTedtotbei 



111 partlei,^ oat only by virtue of Iha agreamant, IhA 
tbe Dbllgallon of the dtlieni to reipect Ibe aothor- 
tba legiUly ceniiltuted courts of the DOuDtrr. 



u under theu clrcui 



"eec^ "^n aU IhSe'suitei I 
iBj licclared the lame prlnclph 






■du;,,byu,e ra- 



I liave ever dona la 
ready to do agall. 



be Federal Qoiei 



- irtlcularly of the Soulb, dedred to employ 

_ ^,...^^^ purpo« of propagating 

,_ the Terrllorlet Idenlad 

hat the Deaooratlc party dealred Lo uie Ibe Federal Oov- 
iminent for the prDpantlou of aaverr, and 1 never con- 
ceded what we beUeved to be our conBliiiUonei right to lt» 
troteetlon, and what the dediloo of the ^ufreine Comrt 
111 allowed to be our rfEhI,luld_yeil IdMiaylhallbe 

vaadelllera Pro-Slavery dor anAnitfllavery parly, but 
t coniUtutlonal parly, and 1 repeal it here lo-nTghl. (Ap- 
ilause.l I do not believe ll Is. ! do not bellere that Iha 

10 ptotect the righla adjudicated hy the courta. All 
Mai hat bean beard in all the StatM I made tb* 
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inliritlDiu U»t I ua vUUac U mtkt beftin mj oaa 
nuUlBcnU ; I ludi Uia didviUoiu that I wn wUUnj 
bo lUnd here vid repoftt. CApp^Biua. ) W* b&d cotif 
dinceltmuroiraTlBvat ouruiro liitaU. Our northara 

ud we cnre It u th* ContU. 

Well^ Iha CourU did dHlda Iha lair qneatloD, wUdi 
hftd baen anbmltt«d lo (b«n. doc upoD « cu9 frotu Kuk- 

aa doai liDb panvlt of Ifakt^e 




oIUbb In a URiiiiT Ikoa HHlnd. Iht OHrt miiB MaMBb 
loafe to tba pniMiiB) udpriHlplaaaf Ika OouMtirib* udA 
dlatTilraUoq of ponn, fbr tha ralam ao4 prliictplaa bj wUd 



"na powen orar parson and pnuartr of wUck va malt. 
ara Bocoejj Dot frulad la CoagT^'H, oaL ara Inaipmi femu 
daiM, ihS Ibarara brUdden HI eundH Ibom. AMOK 
ptSSUoB ITdM wiiilaid la Ika »aM, bm Iha vorda ar* 
Mwr^ and anaiid N IM wtmtt ivrttDn onr •rUek U» 
CaMkBllin glfM It ponr to Itftalala. lodndlac IbDH pai^ 
IHoa at K naalakl udar lanUorW (anrimwu, H well H 



nanwiuia a a OTT nMym «!■* umiea muq, ana pjaoea 

CB Ika •una lOoSu^Kk (Hbh a( UwBaaai,u?iiwd> 
Ikau aa bnl^ aaj pMal} afajut aay laiaada whMi tha 
OaDenl Oonnnaena Blfkt attavipti iBdeT Ihe plea af Inpbad 
or Inddeulal ponr. And It Oar«nM lurir annot do lUa- 
ir k b bajond tha pomta eoanrrad aa Uia Fadaral Oovarn- 

HTta whsa the Kaniu-ttebiuka bill pesstd. Hie viev 
that we Id Iha Banlheri Btaleg took ol 11 wit iiulala^ 

Dnlon, pending Ihelr Terrilori.l conilUoo, Congreaa 

oonAicale anjr docripllDD or p aperty recafnlftd In Ibe 

tvtaa ilavea and attiar propart/. It li Inie aama toraign 
phlUnthroplUi and uaae (Oraign Hrilen do UDdartaka In 

rMM not npoDlha ipeculaltnniof philanlfaraplc irrilen, 
bst upoD Ib« plain undentandlng of i. wnilen coDilltutJoo 

which delarml — " — ' -" - - "- 

ranlt of pMl« 
Ih* analogr of 
(ha GonUIHiUi 

artbeSMtto. 



xn aniliatltB- 



AMwhamwihapallloaHipait— iiafikaqam—l 
U raoofBlia aawj&la ItaliSuof Iha Unlud ttaua, *■ 
iMar la iClhe Ian (( Ika Dakad ttalaa. loGrHikn an^, 
I w nukkUala ki Ika tanturr Aa aukoclV ud riaaa «Ma 

n lhataM»a>fcii.^bkI*ap»iH> irtl^affeiiiM 



So that to regard to eUre pmpertj, aa In reiaid to anr 
sthtr pnperty recognlied and jniard»l bj llie Oooallla 
don, It lithe duly, according to tbe Buprema Oout. ofd 
ihe Courti of tha oountry lo protect and (Tiiard It bj tbik 

To wlileh I will onijadd thl>, that the Judicial daddau 
^n onrrnvormuitbii main tilnad— (hue ludlclaldeolllov 



ihapraperlagiilitlon to enforoe them, tulDclEBt laflila- 
At Ibe Hiiie lime, rellow-dlliens, I make un heillathn 






Ulnn taai Uia rigbl 1 
oondlUon. (Applau 



lork Ibe worda of Iba 0< 



mot taniloiT, Ukar 



Icqiieta to protect evarj deacrlptlon nf 

isd bf Ihe u*«r»l gtuca. Honawhaia — , 

myoptolon, udl aBbndl il hnmlilraDd wUh dal^ 
nee, oiutruepollcjlinottoanllelpata lroBbl«,b^M 
I the maiterrMlnpOD Ihe IxacHllTc, upon tha cxialtaf 
wi, and apon tha deaialani of tha Ooarti. (ApplaiiMI 
Till add thli ; ve nmei nevar jfin up iba prlndpla, wa 
iiat never flTe up Ihe queaUon tkal hae baen Jndlalsi^ 
iddad.lhalthli aonitimilonal light eilila. Wamiit 
ind by ttaii daclalea. TTa nut hold to our aoullta- 
Uonal rlgbu, but I would naier pramalnralr nUl O* 

calling tor II, North, Kul, Bnuth 'or Welt (AppUiwi,) 
' — wemubhold to tha prlncljde — we mmt ataod brl^ 
ind In a good poaillan. We have the Siwattirh 
'e Ibe lawi, we have tbe declilDDi er the Ooorta, uil 



lilting TerrlUrr where Ibli queitlon oao kriab A> 
e tarrlury )Dulta of Ihe line, where ilaTa latairla 



heMen, and Iha 
in of tha Onait, 

illenloTmuta? 



poiUbllllj of SlaTerj rSanilog llaelt la a Ian 






d the principle, BSd 



Vallnw^lilnni, 
ihait they coocar 



knMn. J,e«Mlnf lo oj ImnUa . 

'-lanorgur cmiDirTiiu nncr - 

ibDUT: UK) ir IhlDnfodtini 






iDur; uid ir llilnnpi drllliDf oa u thtrbiTsor 
'aw, m ihull lia« a iTeUrmlna quMilatu of Ui uorsr 
*iwlV >1»" ttie wrrlurlil oiimUoii. 

1 hope I do DDt ipesli In ih* iplitt of %a tlirmlit or ■ 
IcBWfufOi. bul iluce I hknbecD uquilDlcd vlA pablk 
■ftln (jind m«n older uid vIi«t Ihta oijUfU »j thA 
watt thioj) >hc» nnt wn > ilno whoa tli* IntiniU of 
■hta UaioD wire in » muiA peril, end wben Itae teuiagt at 
sor panpte were u iDoah tllentud u it thli bonr. 
Oerlnliilj If ilieHDMtof affUn U Wufalnfton ii In the 
rilfliWi-I riapve IndleiUre of the heUof slHwhen, that 



1 do not (hlok we TdIIj re^lH wliiit *ri Ihe i 
■■rpM ud klBu of Ihe KepaliUuii pirtf, i 
blaodi, ud whu would be the comequiiicii 1 



oy RBPUBLICANISIL MX 

iQince Id the Northen SUtM oftbr OnlM, ti 

It relic oriiarbltrlimr ThU ahowiran, l«Uo* 

[n.orrjlliUltoIIIU, buHlhln.8. Uoa ou 
■.I a gre.t pollllcal DrgHnlzitloii thai obUlM 

1 i> .t."*d'or deflleS u" "ohfrbSn, peihepa, 



r platfDnn, mide IhrH 



*lBMl nurd llxoln 

IB adnM of th^lr , 
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ttuA conititaUonal eheeln eaanot fUad for anj' time 
■(lUnit the progreei of Northern opinion, but, 

*' free labor," lays Mr. Seward, " haa at laat apprehended 
lU rlghis and iu desUnj, and k orfanlilng itielf to astome the 

C»yerumeut of the Kepablle. It will haneeforth meet 70a 
iiaiy and resolutely here (Waehlngton It wUl meet you 
•very where, iu the Terriiorlea and out of them, wherever yon 
■ay f o 10 extend t^lavery. It has driven you baek in Califor- 
uia and in KLanaaa ; it will invade you eoon in Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, Miasourl and Texas: It will meet you in 
Arizona, In Central America, and even in Cuba." 

Not content with oonflning it to the Terrltoriee, he 



** You may, indeed, get a start under or near the tropics, 
•nd seem aafis for a time, but it will be only a short time, 
MvenUiere you will found States only for free labor to main- 
tain and occupy. The interest of the white race demands the 
ultimate emaudpailou of all men. Whether that cousumma- 
Hon shall be allowed to take effect, with needfttl and wise pre- 
•antlooK against sudden change and disaster, or be hurried on 
by irtslence, is all that remalua for you to decide. The white 
san needs this continent to labor apon. His head is clear, his 
arm Is strong, and his neoesaariea are fixed. It is for your- 
selves and not for us to decide how long and through what 
fkirther mortifications and diaasters the contest shall be pro- 
tracted, befbre flreedom shall enioy her already asstired 
Iriiwiun I You may refdse to yield it now, and ror a short 

Seriod, but your refusal will only animate the fkiends of l^e- 
om wiih the courage and the resolution, and produce the 
union among them, which alone are neoeMary on their part, 
to attain the po«itioii itseU; simultaneously with the impending 
overthrow of the exciting Federal Administration, and the 
Uonstiiution of a new and more independent Oougress,"— -and 
they think they have that Congreaa. 

I tell you again, fellow-citlsenfl, this is not the opinion 
of Mr. Skwauo alone. It is Mr. Siwasd and, with one 
or two exceptions, the other Republican Soiatora in the 
Eenate of the United States, and nine-tentlis of the 
Kepublican membem of the House of Representatives. 
Could that language have been uttered with impunity or 
been sustained at the epoch of 1779, when the Ck>nstitu- 
tion was formed ? Did not the Oonsutution languish and 
■lap Just because there was some question about Insert- 
ing these checks about the institution of the Southern 
StatoK ? Were they not put into the Constitution by the 
great men who formed it, and are not all the citlsens of 
nil the States bound to respect the relations that exist 
between them, and to give the Southern Gtotes peace In 
tills Union ? How do you receive the declaration that 
there la an irrepressible conflict waging— that there shall 
be no peace ? There is no use attempting to turf over 
the volcano, there is no use crying peace when there is 
no peace. It is the avowed purpose of the Republican 
naily to agitate, agitate ; to overturn the Constitution 
ttself, until they succeed not only in drawing a cordon 
around you, and shutting yon within your present limits, 
bnt to put you in a position where you were about, for 
peace sake, to emancipate your slaves. 

Well might we say, as was once said In France, 
** Oh, ConsUtution I wliat crimes are committed in thy 
tacred name t" 

HKLPKR*S CRISIS. 

Bnt, gentlemen, I hold in my hand another book, 
which Is of no consequence as the opinions of its Indivi- 
dual author, but is of consequence as Indorsed by the 
distinguished geutleman flrom whose productions 1 have 
read, and as Indorsed abo by sixty-eight or nine Repub- 
licans of Uxe House of Itepresentatives, who represent a 
constituency of seven uiillions of people. This, then, 
mur be considered as the declaration of near seven 
milnons of men. What is it ? It is a book called the 
** Impending Crisis of tlie South,*' by a person called 
Helper, who professes to be a North CarollniaiL Whether 
be to or not 1 am unable to say. (I will read very little, 
gentlemen.) In this book, thus indorsed by nearly 
•eventy members of Uie House of Representatives, 
representing nearly seven millions of the people, this 
sentiment is declared : 

The slavelioliliug oligarchy say we cannot abolish 
Slavery without infrlnpng on the right of property. 
Again we tell them we do not recogniae propeity in 
men. 

But the Constitution does; the bond of our Union 
does, and the Supreme Court of the United States has 
decided that it does. Our fathers so considered it It 
has been so admitted all the time, until the apostles of 
the new doctrine spoke. At another point he says : 

For the services of the blacks firom the 80th of August, 
IftM), up to the 4th of July, 1860— an interval of precisely 
two hundred and forty-eight years, ten months and 
fourteen days— tlieir masters, if unwilling, ought, in our 
Judgment, to be compelled to grant them their freedom, 
and to pay each and every one of them at least sixty 
dollars cash in hand. 

lie goes on to remaric that It would oi4y takt tw« 



erops of oottoD, and a trifle over, to do it. Tliat vaa 
Indoned, I tell yoa again, by sixty-eight or alxty-alBl 
members of the House of Representatives, and the ▼«7 
gentleman who th«y are running Ibr Speaker of that 
body indorsed it. It is true. Ids firiends say that he 
indorsed it without havhig read it. Admit that to be 
true, he has again and agun, when called upon, refuisd 
to disavow those sentiments, hence the excuiA Is paltiy^ 

HABPKR^S FIRRY. 

That is the condition of afllairs, and that b the eon- 
dition of the Republican organisation of this country, 
if any reliance is to be pissed in their record. In th^ 
declarations, in their public attitude, In the attitude 
which they defiantly assume befu. e the country. Their 
purpose is to make war, eternal war, upon the institu* 
tions of one half of the States of the Union. 0.*adaaUy 
we approach the crisis until at last is not the legitimate 
result of the irrepressible conflict of wtUch they speak, 
of the crime of which they say we are guilty . to pvl 
down these relics of barbarism? Tlie ignorant aad 
fanatical Uirow off the obligations of tne Oonstitodoa 
and invade by Violence the Southern States of the 
Union, and although 1 am far fh>ai holding the Repub^ 
lican party of the So. tii, or any large portion of Ihea, 
responsible for the late atrocious proceedings in Vir* 
ginia, I do say that that p.-oceeding wa* the oarrytaig 
out of the logical result of their teachings — carrying tt 
into execution. How did they receive it? Why geaU*' 
men, the conservative poitiou uf the North abhors It; 
but, in the Senate and Uotise, in tlie great body of their 

{>ublic press, what do they say of it ? That they regret 
t — they deplore it — they even coudemn it - they say* 
because it was against law, and they stand for la*. 
These are the honeyed and qualified phrases with whleh 
they characterise the most atrociooi act of treason, 
rapine, and murder comb.ned, that was ever icnown in 
the Republic, and then, as though afraid of what they 
have said, they immediately go on to eulogise the man 
and his motives, much as they regret the act. 

A TOLLEY OF COMPLAININGS. 

Gentlemen, have we no complaints in other respoeti f 
Are laws passed for the purpose of punishing those who 
make inroads into the border States and roo us of our 
property f Suppose a Kentuckiau should go into the 
State of Ohio and rob a citixeu of that frtate, does any 
one doubt that we would puss a law to punish him aad 
to prevent the recturence of the outrage? So fkr tnm 
this being their course, they are encouraged, and we are 
subject to constant secret predatory incursions by wUeh 
we lose annually hundreds of tnousanils of odoUaiii 
these people availing themselves of the bond of amliy 
between us, to perpetrate the outrage. 

That Is not alll About one half of the Northern 
States have passed laws and made it a ortminal a&d 
penal offence for their citlsens to give any asslstanee ta 
the rendition of fugitive slaves. Maasachusetta has 
passed laws closing her Ja.lsto us, and making it a peaal 
offence to aid in the eiiforcomeut of the Fugitive blave 
law, or to appear as council to try such a case, thus 
nullifying the laws of Congress, and of tlie l/nlttd 
States, distinctly, and some seven or eight States have 
passed similar laws refusing all remedy and maUng It 
penal in their citlsens to obey the behests of tlie CoDStl* 
tutiun. 

I have not uttered these things for the pnrpoM of 
arousing any spirit of disloyalty to the Constitution and 
the Union. I hope I love them as reverently as any aaa 
within the sound of my voice, but let us look and sea the 
facts as they are. What may be set down as tha va* 
questioned purpose of tills organization ? It Is avowed 
that it is to exclude all and any Slave Stales from the 
Union hereafter. It is to give us no fugitive slara law, 
declaring that the States under the Constitution oMUt 
provide for that, and then to give no remedy in the 
States ; it is to pass no laws for the purpose of preveot* 
Ing the robbery of our property but, on the contrary, 
In many States to make it penal to enforce the law ; k 
is to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia; le 
abolish the internal slave-trade and the coastwise alava' 
trade, and Uien to agitate and agitate, giving vm ae 
peace as long as we retain tins * relic of bartmriem'** 
and crime, as they call it. 

This is the purpose. Are you ready for It 7 Ara yoa 
ready to say we wUl make no stand in any form for 
your Constitutional rights? 1 ttiink you are not I Yet 
that is the present condition of aflkirs — but what ara^ve 
to do? 

PRACTICAL REMEDIES. 

I know they will consider the consequencea, aad 
ftiUy consider the oonsequences of any serious colli 



THE PERIL AND THE REMEDY. 



IM 



bk Vbh Union. I know we dulj appreciate the position 
•C ow own State, not only a border State, but an in- 
lerior border Stote having no ocean outlet I know that 
we have read history to some purpose, and that we hare 
■een what hare been the consequences of the disruption 
of amicable relations between tho^e who hare banded 
themselves together as a confederation of States. We 
need but go back and see the consequence upon the 
Greeks when thej carried on the Peloponnesian war, 
until at last exhausted, they fell into the lap of des- 
potism The same fate might meet us. What would be 
o«r condition r War I War I Inevitable war, in all 
human probability, would be our position, and tlien hi 
time we mi|^t be driven into degiadhig alliances with 
foreign powers — the most degrading po»itIon for Ameri- 
can citlzeus. 

Then the spectacle would be presented of America fail- 
log back under the control of Europe, and American lib- 
erty sinking down under European despotism. Besides 
Uib, could we ever hope that a fairer state of things would 
ftr&se r Could we ever hope that Providence itself would 
ever exercise its omnipotent power to create a State, or 
Union of States, under more favorable auspices than in 
these ? Would it not be worse than impiety itself, to pre- 
aume that the Almighty would ever attempt to sustain a 
oonfederation of Free States under circumstances more 
bright or favorable than in our system ? I know that the 
State of Kentucky is devoted to the Union, not only be- 
cause of her interests, but from that feeling of affection 
aud of loyalty, and that sentiment of love that have 
always marked her people from the earliest period of her 
history. I do not believe there Is a man under the sound 
of my voice who would not view as the last, the greatest 
of all evils, the wreck of the Union I do not believe 
there is the man in the State that would compete to enjoy 
the highest honors within the State, purchased at such a 
I»rice. 

WHAT IS TO BK DONK. 

At the same time steps must be taken, something must 
be done. I do not believe that If the Constitution is al- 
lowed to remain permanently violated in its important pro- 
Tiaions, we can have hope under it. None whatever! 
Aroken in one particular, it will soon fall to pieces in all. 
I, recollect when I was a boy, to have read that great 
speech of Demosthenes, for the crown, where the real 
question at issue was the charge that he was the author 
oif the public misfortunes, because he had advised the 
Greeks to make a last stand for their country, against 
Philip of Hacedon. Ue was arraigned, and on trial and 
In hle^^reat defence, he says : *^ What, though we did fail? 
Ve did our duty. We responded in tlie temper and char- 
acter of our forefathers.*' The result Is such as God gives 
to each; and even those degenerate Greeks acqmtted 
him, and crowned the world's great orator as a benefac- 
tor i debased as they were in national character, they did 
Ms, and from that day have never known or read of the 
wncess of him who would be deterred from the assertion 
of ftindamental rights for fear of offence. 

Gentlemen, the condition of affairs existing here, and 
erti ti ng generally, I am happy to say, throughout the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky, is not a fair indication of the 
fteUng in many parts of the Union. I tmve seen the evi- 
dence growing within a few years, and culuiinatiug duiing 
the last few weeks, of a determined purpose in the South 
to attain and maintain the complete power in Union, and 

I have seen, upon the other hand, in the representatives 
•C the lower Southern States, a most resolute and deter- 
Bibied spirit of resistance. The representatives from 
Georgia— from Alabama— from South Carolina— from Mis- 
■h sip pi, not to speak of other Southern States, say that 
Ibey represent their constituents — nay, say that they do 
Bot go so far as their constituents, and they declare that 
they are ready at any moment for a separate organization. 
Chxi forbid that such a thing should take place. God 
forbid the overt act should ever be done ; but we know 
•oott^ of our political institutions, that when once done 
the subject becomes involved in inexplicable distress. If 
ooe were to fall upon Washington and see the state of 
feeUng tliere, he would think ttiat the Pre^deut of your 
couatry was the Executive of two hostile countries. The 
feeUng of alienation seems to t>e almost complete from the 
e^^rMslon of the public press and public men.^ (I mean 
pot your Inflammatory, furious speakers, but men of 
llMMKght and reflection.) They are alarmed, other men are 
alarmed, we ail are alarmed. It is not a craven fear, but 

II Is the ennobled lear that patriots feel for an imperilled 
country. Suppose this should occur— do you not remem- 
bw, in 1833 when South Carolina arrayed herself against 
the Federal Government, upon a mere quesUon of policy 
•MK«cted with the coUectioa of taxes, that it did shake 
Iht Union to its centre. Such Is the nature of our system, 
that it did shake the Union to the very centre. Whatwere 



the circumstances then? Andrew Jaclcson was Prestdeni 
of the United States, and he was a native of South Caro- 
lina ; the question was a mere question of policy ; few of 
the other States sympathised with the movement of that 
little State. Henry Clay was alive, and Calhoun was ready 
to give the benefit of his influence to peace and harmony, 
and yet that little question, when Jackson, a native son of 
that State, was iPresident, and Clay and Calhoun were in 
the Senate, brought on a struggle that shook this Union to 
its centre, and imperilled it in the estimation of the wisest 
and best of men. Look at it as it may be, with disaffection, 
spread all over the South, with a very different state of 
feelings in the North to what existed then, with Clay dead, 
and Calhoun dead, and none to take their places, with 
such a man as Seward, not only not native, but hostile to 
the South, in the Chair of State. Cannot a cliild read the 
result? Cannot we see that one State falling away, our 
Union will be like an arch with two or three stones dropped 
out. the whole fabric may fall in pieces. 

These are facts which it becomes the people of Ken- 
tucky, with all their loyalty to the Union, to observe, to 
know, to see, to think of, and then to act upon, with the 
dignity and moderadon which marks and so well becomes 
them. 

But, gentlemen, what is the mode that occurs to any man 
— because no man, I take it, in Kentucky, will back on 
this subject, except as a friend of the Union of the States 
— what is the mode ? I see none, except it be the union 
of all the conservative elements of the country, North and 
South. The South must first be united, and I am sure she 
will, for I take It there is not a citisen of Kentucky that 
would associate himself with an organization whose march 
to triumph would be over the ruins of our rights. 

MEND OUR MANNERS DOWN SOUTH. 

Ought we not first to put ourselves right in Court ? 
Some little there is to complain of us. 1 say to you, in 
my opinion^ those who appeal to the Constitution and 
the laws should obey the Constitution and the laws. I 
would have the South, if 1 might venture, as one of her 
huuibiedt but truest sous, to advice her to obey the laws 
of our country. (Applause.) I would have tiie South 
first obey the laws of the Union which prohibit the for> 
eign slave-trade. (Applause.) That is the law of Aio 
laud. It rests not with us to complain of the violation 
of law by others, when in a portion of our States the citl<* 
zeus violate tiie laws themselves. Let us frown down 
any attempt to violate those laws upon the part of our 
States. Let us do more. Let us do more, by preventing 
the fitting out of filibustering expeditions upon our 
shores, to invade feeble sister countries. That is the law, 
and we live by the Constitution and the law, and let us 
obey it, and whatever expansion of territory we make, 
let us make it in a manner becoming ttte dignity of this 
glorious Confederacy under our own flag. Then let us 
call to our aid the pure elements of conservatism and 
truth that we can find in the northern States. What a. e 
they ? 1 did not intend to introduce any party question 
to-night, but the largest organization I see is the liemo- 
cratic Party of the North. As a historical fact, it is un 
disputed ; as a current fact of the day, it is undisputed, 
that you do not find these deciaratious of hostility issu- 
ing from the Northern Democracy ; you do not find the«e 
attempts to overturn the laws coming from Democ.atiO 
sources ; you du not find these denunciations of you and 
your institutions coming from Democratic lips and Demo- 
cratic Presses. Un tlie contrary, you find them at 
home, and in most cases in tlie minority, sustaining with 
unfaltering courage your rights and institutions, at odds 
and risks that you little think of. 

I want them all We need them alL We need every 
Southern State, and every honest man everywtiere not 
willing to enter into he crusade against us. 

There is another element North, not large but noble 
and true. They are thescadced and wandering cohorts 
of the old Whig party, who have refused to alloy them- 
selves with the KepubUcaus of the North — men of whwm 
EvKKKTT and CuuAia and others are illustrious examples. 
There are thousands of them in tlie Northern Stales. 
When this great crbis comes upon us, I have confidence 
that men lixe these will be found to unite with the Demo- 
cratic party in maintaining the laws and the Constitution. 

These are the elements upon which we are to rely. 
When you get them together, let us see if there cannot 
be a general revolt of the intelUgence, virtue, and loyal- 
ty of the country, against these pernicious innut^ and if 
not, let us see how far these pernicious Urns control so- 
ciety. 

Besides these, there are many thousands of men in tlie 
Northern States who, silent, are not heard in the midst of 
the clamor that surrounds them->men who seldom attend the 
poila. Let us hope that that feeling will be in our favor. 

VeUow-cltlMas I have ottered these tidnga becauae I 
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belleT* we are itinfUng to-daj not b the pretMioe of 

a^ectree and ahadowa, but In the preaeace of terrible reiUi- 
efli There la a mode bj which we can hare peace— a 
permanent peac»— and that It by an atter and absolute 
■orrender of all our rii^ti upon the sulitjoet to which I hare 
referred, at the call of this Bejpubllcan Purtjr. If we do 
not make this surrender, we will have no peace until the 
Bepoblican Party is destroyed, which can only be done by 
producing a reaction upon the public mbd of the North. 
As it is, without our bdng aware of it, things are getting 
worse every day. I had almost Intended to say, &at we 
were absolutely dissolving month by month, and year by 
year. I see no mode— inser men wan I see no mode to 
avoid this, except to produce a reaction In the public mind, 
and to bring up sharoly, in some form, the question, Can 
we not, North and South, Uve in peace with our several 
State instltotions, after the manner of our fathers? For 
myself. I yet believe in, and I have an abounding hope of, 
the oltlmate destiny of our common country. I believe a 
reaction will take place ; and I beUeve that out of this com- 
motion Is destined to come for ns an era of tranquillity 
and peace. Of this I am quite eertidn, that tUs Clommon- 
wealth of Kentucky will pursue a course answerable to her 



diaracter and history ; she wIU stand br ttie onion af tM 
States as long as there is ih Hiread of w CkmatUiilleB ¥ 
hold it together. We know that if madnea, and fb^y, §■# 
fanatidsm shall succeed in toarlni^ down toe fidrest fiAii^ 
ever erected to liberty among men— we know that tv 
honored State will conduct herself wltb so much modevk. 
tion and prudence that she shall stand Justified tot hii 
acts before men and in the eye of Ueaven. 

Fellow-dtisens, I do not propose to detain you by mora 
extended observations. I have trespassed too far npon 
your time ahready. I tUnk, if you wUl allow me to say si^ 
that I know something of the temper, and spirit^ and iBt»> 
rest of this people ; and, as far as my humble amlities ei> 
tend, I propose, in the nhere to which yon have devoted . 
me, to serve you with all the fidelity of a grateftU beai^ 
At all times, and under all circumstances, I owe my alls- 
gianoe to the State, and I am ready, and wilQng, and au* 
u>us to devote whatever faculties of mind and body I p<» 
sess to serve you, and to serve you with the uncalculatti| 
devotion of a man who loves the green mountains aai 
smiling plains, the clear runnii^ streams and the genenw 
people of the State, and with one who lovea all her intenlF 
ties with the affection of a son. 
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SPEECH OF SENATOR DOUGLAS. 

Delivered <U Springfield^ lU., June 12, 185T. 



Mb. PaisiDSMT. Ladirs and Gkatluuw: I appear 
before you to-nignt, at the request of the grand Juiy in 
attendance upon the United States Court, for the pur- 
pose of submitting my views upon certain topics upon 
which they have expressed a desire to hear my opinion. 
It was not my purpose when I arrived among yon, to 
have engaged in any public or political discussion : but 
when called upon by a body of gentiemen so intelligent 
and respectable, coming ft-om all parts of the State, and 
connected with the administration of public Justice, I do 
not feel at liberty to withhold a full and f^ank expres- 
sion of my opinion upon the subjects to which they have 
referred, and which now engrosses so large a share of 
the public attention. 

The points which I am requested to discuss are : 

1st. The present condition and prospects of Kansas. 

2d. The principles affirmed by the Supreme Oourt of 
the United States in the Dred Scott case. 

8d. The condition of things in Uti^ and the appropri- 
ate remedies for existing evils. 

KANSAS. 

Of the Kansas question but little need be sidd at the 
present time. You are familiar wiUi the history of the 
question, and my connection with it. Subsequent re- 
flection has strengthened and confirmed my convictions 
in the soundness of the principles and the correctness of 
the course I have felt it my duty to pursue upon that 
subject. Kansas is about to speak for herself through 
her delegates assembled in Oonvention to form a Consti- 
tution, preparatory to her admission into tiie Union on 
an equal footing with the originiti States. Peace and 

{>rosperity now prevail throughout her borders. The 
aw under which her delegates are about to be elected; 
is believed to be Just and fair in all Its objects and pro- 
visions. There is every reason to hope and believe that 
the law will be fairly interpreted and impartially exe- 
cuted, so as to insure to every bona fid^ inhabitant tha 
frea and quiet exercise of the elective firanchise. If any 
portion of the inhabitants, acting under the advice of 
political leaders in distant States, shall choose to absent 
themselves from the polls, and irithhold their votes, with 
a view of leaving the Free State Democrats in a minority, 
and thus securing a Pro-Slavery Constitution in oppou- 
tion to the wishes of a majority of tha people living 
under it, let the responsibility rest on toosa who, for 
partisan purposes, will sacrifice the principles they pro- 
fess to cherish and promote. Upon them, and upon the 
political party for whose benefit and nndtr tlM (uraetton 



of whose leaders they act, let the blame be vlsitad el 
fastening upon the people of a new State. institatJant 
repugnant to their feeUngs and in violation of thdr 
wishes. The organic act secures to the people of Kansas 
ihe sole and exclusive right of fbrming and r^nlating 
their domestic institutions to suit themselvea, snl^lMt to 
no other limitation than that which the Constltnttoa of 
the United States imposes. The Dmnocratic party Is 
determined to see the great Amdamental prind^leiaf 
the organic act carried out in good Mth. The present 
election law in Kansas is acknowledged to be fata: and 
Just — ^the rights of the voters are deariy dcOned— and 
the exercise of those rights wUl be eflidently and sera- 
pulously protected. Hoice, If the majozfty of tlw 
people of Kansas desire to have it a Free State (and wf 
are told by the Republican party that nine-tenths of tka 
people of that Territory are Free State men), there li no 
obstacle In the way of bringing Kansas Into the Union 
as a Free State, by the votes and voice of her own peo- 
ple, and in conformity with the principles of the Kansae- 
Kebraska act ; provided all the Free State men will ce 
to the polls, and vote their principles in aeeordanoe ww 
theii^rofesslons. If such is not the result let the ponee 
quences be visited upon the heads of thoae whoae poUflj 
it is to produce «itrife, anarchy and bloodshed in Kansas, 
that their party may profit by Slavery agitation In thf 
Northern [Mates of thli Union. That the Demoerala tai 
Kansas wll perform their duty fearlessly and noblft 
according to the prindple they cherish, I have no donU. 
and that the result of the struggle will be such aa will 
gladden the heart and strengthen the hopea of evefj 
friend of the Union, I have entire confidence. 

The Kansas question being settied peacefully and satis- 
factorily, in accordance with the wishes of her own peoplep 
Slavery agitation should be banished ftom the halla n 
Congress, and cease to be an exciting element in oor 
political struggles. Give fair piay to tiiat principle of 
self-government which recognises Uie right of Uie people 
of each State and Territory, to form and regulate their 
own domestic insUtutious, and sectional strife will be 
forced to give place to that fkratemal feeling which 
animated the fathers of the Revolution, and made every 
citisen of every State of this glorious confederacy a mem* 
ber of a common brotherhood. 

That we are steadily and rapidly approaching that re- 
sult, I cannot doubt, for the Slavery issue has already 
dwindled down to the narrow limits covered by the 
dedsions of the Supreme Oourt of the United States In the 
Dred Seett ease. The moment that deddoa was pn« 
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■oanced, and before fht optnlons of the Ooart could be 
pvlklUbed and read by the peoirie, the newspaper press in 
the interest of a powerfOl political party in ttiis country, 
began to pour forth torrents of abuse and miarepresenta- 
thma, not only npon the decision, but upon the cliaracter 
and motives of the Tenerable Ohief Justice and his illus- 
trioiM asMOciates on the bench. The character of Oiiief 
JvsUoe Taney and the associate Judges who concurred 
irMi him, require no eulogy — no vindication from me. 
They are radeared to the people of the United States by 
thvtr eminent public services — venerated for their great 
learning, frisdora and experience — and beloved for the 
■putless purity of their cliaracters and tiieir exemplary 
lives. The puisonoos shafts of partisan malice will fall 
barmileas at their feet, while their Judicial decisions will 
stand In all future time, a proud monument to their great* 
new, the admiration of tlie good and wise, and a rebulce 
to the partisans of faction and lawless violence. If, 
unfortunately, any considerable portion of the people of 
the United States shall so far forget their oUigations to 
■oeiei^ as to allow partisan leaders to array them In 
violent redistance to the final decision of tlie highest 
judicial tribunal on earth, it will become the duty of all 
the friends of order and constitutional government, with* 
out reference to paiit political differences, to organise 
themselves and marshal their forces under the glorious 
banner of the Union, in vindication of the Constitution 
and the supremacy of the laws over the advocates of 
fiiotiou and the champions of violence. To preserve the 
Constitution inviolate, and vindicate the supremacy of 
the lawd, is the first and higliest duty of every citisen of a 
free Republic. The peculiar merit of our form of govern- 
ment over all uthers, consists in the fact that tlie law, 
Uutead of the arbitrary will of a hereditary prince, pre- 
■oribes, defines and protects all our rights. In this 
country the law is the wiU of the people, embodied and 
expressed according to the forms uf the Constitution. 
The Courts are the tribunals prescribed by the Constitu- 
tion, and created by the authority of the people to deter- 
mine, expound and enforce the law. Uence, whoever 
tettisca the final decision of the highest judicial tribunal, 
ahua a deadly blow to our whole republican system of 
government — a blow which, if successful, would place all 
our rights and liberties at the mercy of passion, anarchy 
and violence. I repeat, therefore, that if resistance to 
tlie dtclsioiu of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
iu a matter like the points decided In theDred Scott case, 
clearly within their jurisdiction as defined by the Con- 
stiuition, shall be forced upon the country as a political 
bsoe, it will become a distinct and naked issue between 
the friends and the enemies of the ConsUtutlon — the 
Meuds and the eneiules of the supremacy of tlie laws. 

THE DBKD SCOTT DECISION. 

Tha casa of Dred Soott was an action of trespass, vi €t 
armUf in the Clrenit Court of the United States for the 
IHstrloi of Missouri, for the purpose of establishing his 
elalm to be a free man, and was taken by writ of error 
on Iba application of Scott to the Supreme Court of the 
Ualtad States, where the final decision was pronounced 
by Chief Justice Taney. The facts of the case were 
agraod upon and admitted to be true by both parties, 
and were in substance, that Dr^d Scott was a negro slave 
In MisMnri, that he went with his master, who was an 
oflloer in the army, to Fort Armstrong, on Kock Island, 
and thence to Fort Snelling on the west bank of the Mis- 
■Jirippl Klver, and within the country covered by the act 
of .Congress known as the Missouri Compromise : and then 
be reaecompanied his master to the State of Missouri, 
where he has since remained a slave. Upon this state- 
Dieni of flacts two important and material questions arose, 
beddee several incidental and minor ones, which it was 
Ineoiubent upon the Court to take notice of and decide. 
The Court did not attempt to avoid responsibility by dis- 
poelng of the case npon technical points without touch- 
ug the merits, nor did they go out of their way to decide 
qoeatioas not properly before them and directly present- 
. ed by the record. Like honest and conscientious judges, 
' as they are, they met and decided each point as it arose, 
and fiUthAilly performed their whole duty and nothing 
bat their duty to the country by determining all the 
qaestions in the case, and nothing but what was essen- 
tial to the deebion of the case upon its merits. The State 
Gonrti of Missouri had decided against Dred Scott, and 
deriared him and his children slaves, and the Circuit 
Court of the United States for the district of Missouri 
had decided the same thing in this very case which had 
tbas been removed to the Supreme Court of the United 
States by Soott, with the hope of reversing the decision 
of the OlronH Court and securing his freedom. If the 
B uyiaa w Covl had dismissed the writ of error for want 
•r Jvr adletlon, withovt first examining into and deciding 



the merits of the case, as fiiey are now denounced acd 
abused for not having don i^ the result would have been 
to remand Dred Scott and his children to perpetnal 
Slavery under the decisions which had already been 
pronounced by the Supreme Court of Blissouri, as well 
as by the Circuit Court of the United States, witht ut 
obtaining a decision on the merits of his case by the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. Suppose Chief Jus- 
tice Taney and Us associates bad thus remanded Dre% 
Scott and his children back to Slavery on a plea U 
abatement or any mere technical point, not touching th% 
merits of the question, and without deciding whether 
under the Constitution and laws as applied to the facts of 
the case Dred Scott was a free man or a slave, would they 
not have been denounced with increased virulence and 
bitterness on the charge of having remanded Dred 
Scott to perpetual Slavery without first examining the 
merits of his case and ascertaining whether he was a 
slave or not f 

If the case had been disposed of in that way, who can 
doubt that such would have been the character of the de« 
nunciations which would have been hurled upon the 
devoted heads of those illustrious Judges with much 
more plausibility and show of fairness than they are now 
denounced f(» having decided the case fairly and hob- 
estly upon its merits? 

The material and controlling points of the case— those 
whicli have been made the subject of unmeasured abuse 
and denunciation— may be thus stated : 

1. The Court decided that under the Constitution of thr 
United States a negro descended from slave parents is 
not and cannot be a citisen of the United States. 

3. That the act of the 6th of March, 1820, commonly 
called the Missouri Compromise act, was unconstitutional 
and void before it was repealed by the Nebraska act, and 
consequently did not and could not have the legal effect 
of extinguishing a master's right to his slave in tiiat 
Territory. Wliile the right continues in full force under 
the guaranty of the Constitution, and cannot be divested 
or alienated by an act of Congress, it necessarily remaini 
a barren and a worthless riglit, unless sustained, pro- 
tected and enforced by appropriate police regulations and 
local legislation, prescribing adequate remedies for its 
violation. These regulations and remedies must necessa- 
rily depend entirely upon the will and wishes of the 
people of the Territory, as they can only be prescribed by 
the local Legislatures. Uence the great principle 9? 
popular sovereignty and self-government is sustained 
and firmly established by the authority of this decision. 
Thus it appeaiM that the only sin involved in the passage 
of the Kansas-Nebraska act consists in the fact of having 
removed tron die statute-book an act of Congress which 
was unauthorised by the Constitution of the United 
States, and void because passed without constitutional 
autliority, and constituted in lieu of it the great funda- 
mental principle of self-government, which recognises the 
rights of the people of such State and Territory to control 
their own domestic concerns. 

I will direct attention to the question involved in the 
first proposition, to wit : That the negro is nut and can- 
not be a uliiseu of the United States. 

We are told by a certain political organisation that 
thai decision is cruel — is inhuman and infamous, and 
sliould neither be respected nor ol>eyed. What is tlie 
objection to that decision? Simply that the negro is not 
a citisen. What is the object of making him a citisen ? 
Of course to give him the rights, privileges and immuni- 
ties of a citisen, it being the great fundamental law in 
our Government, that under the law, citiaens are equal in 
their rights and privileges. It is said to Ih inhuman— to 
be infamous — to deprive an African negro of these privi- 
leges of citisenship, whicii would put him on /in equality 
with the other citisens of the country. 

Now, let me ask my fellow-cltlzens, are you prepared to 
resist the constituted authorities of this country, in order 
to secure clUzenship, and, through citisenship, equality 
with the white man. (Voices, " No ! no !") If you are, yon 
must reverse the whole poUcy of this State — ^the organic la^ 
of our own State. In order to carry out that principle of 
negro citisenship and negro equality under the law, yen 
must not only reverse the organic law in our own State, 
but of every other State In this Union. But you have not 
accomplished it tiien ; you must make furiotis war upon 
the slaveholding States, to compel them to emancipate and 
set at liberty thehr three millions of slaves. When that 
shall be done, before you have secured that great princi- 
ple of equality to the son of Africa, you must strike out 
of the constitution of Illinois that provision which prevents 
a negro, whether free or slave, from crossing the Ohio m 
the Iwssisslppi, and coming into Illinois to reside. When 
you shall have made that change in oiur organic law, and 
turned loose all the AfriMns that may choose to oome 
firom the slavdiolding States tA wMda ^Qa^\k vox Ynj^ti^ 
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Mid tarn niluoia tnto a negro eoloQjr, rather than hito a 
State of white man, •till yon have not secured to the negro 
•he lighu of citiuiuhlp un as equality with the widte man 
You mutit than strike the word '* wldte^' out of tlie oonstl- 
tution of our own State, and allow the negro to come to 
our polls and vote on an etiB "Ity with yourselvea. You 
must aldo change tlie Conatiti«tiun m uiat respect that de- 
clares, that a negro tiliall not be eligible to olfioe, and de- 
dare that a negro sliiill be eligible to your Legislature, to 
the bar, bench, and gubernatorial clialr. And still you 
have nuc reached that pohit to which we are told we must 
go, of placing the negro on an equality with other citiaeus. 
You must aihult him to the Jury-box, and license him by 
law to maiTy a whiu: woiniin. And then you will have 
secured nearly all the privileges that the decision of tlie 
Supreme Court has denied him. (Applause.) 

I submit to you, feliow-citisens, whether any man can 
pronounce the decision inhuman and infamous, without 
resorting to Uiat great principle, which, carried out, 
puts the negro on an equality with other citisens. But 
usten to the speeches of any one of those who sympathise 
so much with the po<jr African that they are not willing to 
i^ow 1dm to occupy an inferior position, and you will find 
that they all adliere to the position of negro equality. For 
instance, did you ever hear any of them make a public 
speech hi which he did not quote the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, that ** we hold all men are bom free and equal," 
and then appeal to you to know whether Slavery oould be 
Justified or palliated by any man who believed in the De- 
cbiratlon of Independence. Do they not argue that by 
t!ds instrument negroes were declared to be bom equal to 
white men ; and hence, any man who is opposed to carry- 
ing out that great dear principle of theirs, of negro 
eciuality with tlie white man, is opposed to the Dedarauon 
of Independence. 

Now, my friends, permit me to reply to this assumption, 
that the Declaration of Independence declared the negro 
to be equal with white men, by a few historical facts re- 
corded lu our school-books, and familiar to our children. 
By reference to the Ilistory of the United States, yon will 
find that on the Fourth of July, 1776, when the Dedara- 
Uon of Independence was put forUi, the thirteen colonies 
were then, each and all of them, slaveholding colonies. 
Each signer of the Declaration, without an exception, re- 
presented a slaveholding con^tuency. Every battle of 
the Revolutionary War, from Lexington and Bunker Hill 
to ELlng^s Mountain and Yorktown, was fought in a slave- 
holding constituency. The treaty of peace with Great 
Britain wldch acknowledged our Independence, was made 
on the part of Great Britain on the one sldp and the thir- 
teen original slaveholding Statra on the other. Passing 
ftrom that to the formation of Uie Oonstitution of the 
United States, you will find that Instrument was framed, 
and adopted, and put Into operation with the Immortal 
Washington at the head, by twelve slaveholding States 
and one free State, or one State abojit to become f^ee. In 
view of these facts, I submit to you whether any sane man 
can assert that the founders of our Institutions Intended to 
pot the negro and the white man on an equity In the sys- 
tem of government which they adopted ? If the signers of the 
Declaration had Intended to declare the negro equal to the 
white man, would not they, on that very day, have abolished 
Slavery in every one of the States of the Union in order to 
hive conformed to that Declaration ? If any one of these 
States had thus understood the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, would not that State then Immediately have abol- 
ished Slavery, and put the negro on an equality with the 
white man In conformltv with that Declaration? Did they 
do so ? I have already shown you that no one of those 
States abolished Slavery during the whole period of the 
Revolutionary war. I have already stated, and I challenge 
contradiction, that to this day no one of them has put 
the negro ' on an equality with the white man In all the 
laws touching on the relations of life. And yet, if they 
honestiy believed the Declaration of Independence meant 
negroes as well as white men, they were bound to advocste 
every law so as to carry out their principle. Their posi- 
tion on this subject would charge the ^gners of that De- 
claratbn with hypocrisy In malting it to the world, and 

g>lng on to fight battles on the principle thus asserted, 
ut no vindication Is needed from me of those Immortal 
men who drafted, and signed, and proclaimed to the world 
the Declaration of Independence. They did what they 

Erofessed. They had reference to the white man, and to 
Im only, when tiiey declared all men were created equaL 
They were In a struggle with Great Britain. The prindple 
they were asserting was that a British subject, bora on 
American soil was equal to a British subject bom In Eng 
land— that a British subject here was entitied to all the 
rights, and privileges, and Immunities, under the BritUi 
Conntitution, tiiat a British subject In England eojoyed ; 
liiat tlielr rights were inalienable, and hence that Parlia- 
Kumt, n-tuft'e power was umui|>otvut^ had no power ta 



alienasa them. Th«j did not rmb the negroM aai to* 
diant— they <Ud not saj we whlt« Bea and nBgtotm vim 
bora equal ; but they wer« qpeaUng «l tbe race <rfpwylt 
who colonised America, who ruled America, and who w« 
declaring the liberties of Americans, whan they |ii«fililii 
the self-evident truth that thoee men were bora free and 
equaL And if you will examine the Journal of the Oeall* 
nental Congress you will find this grmt prindple eantei 
out. No one of the colonies would then ooneent to the De- 
claration of Independence ustU they had x»laced en tbe 
record the express reservation, that each colony luiimi 
and retained to itself the sole and exdnaive right of Ngii- 
lating its own domestic concerns and police regulaHehs. 
It was made a fundamental condition of the Declandkn, 
that this rid^t should be forever reaenred beyond the 
power of Congress or other ConfederatloD or power ea 
earth, except the Dree will of their own pecqple. The ai(i> 
des of confederation were based i^Mrn the same great fu> 
damental principle, and the Constitution of the UiMed 
States was adopted for the purpose of preserving and etr> 
rying into effect the same grand principle that made H 
one people for one specified object, but reserved to eaflk 
State and each locality the sole and ezdnslve privile|e of 
managing its own domestic concerns. 

At that day the negro was looked apon as a being of M 
infer or race. All history had proved that in no part of 
Uie world, or of the world's history, had the negro ffor 
shown himself capable of self-government, andit waanol 
the intention of the founders of thia GoTernmoBt le 
violate that great law of God, which made the distinelion 
between Uie white and the black man. Thatdlatlnnrteali 
plain an<l palpable, and It has been the role of olvlllitinn 
and of Christianity the world over, that whenever any 
one man, or set of men, were incapable of taking oare of 
Uiemselves, they should consent to be governed by thoit 
who were capable of managing their affairs fbr tbem. U 
is on that principle that your courts of Jnatiee appotat 
guardians to take charge of the Idiot, the lanatto,(iM 
insane, blind, dumb, the ud fortunate, whatever may beUi 
condition. And if history had proved that the negro raeo, ' 
as a race, were incapable of self-government, it waa BOt 
only the right but the duty of those who wero capable to 
provide for them. It did not necessarily follow tliafe ttcf 
were to be reduced to Slavery. The true prindple li ttst 
tlie inferior race should be allowed to en^oy all thoir 
rights, which their nature is capable of exercising aod 
eoJoyiDg, oonsistentiy with the good of sode^. I WMid 
not advocate that the negro should be treated haroUy or 
unkindly. Far from it. I would extend and st e iu e •• 
him every right, privilege and Immunity he waa capaHo 
of enjoying consistent with the highest wdfaro of soeMy* 
The Oonstiiution is founded on that great prindple, SM 
leaves to each State, as the articles of confederation did 
to each colony, the right to determine for Itsdf whst 
these principles were, and the extent of them. In order 
that they might adopt their laws to thdr actoal eonditfoBi 
Under that great provision, Illinois has chosen to ilj, 
that the negro shall not come here to reside— Chat a nogit 
shaL not vote — shall not hold office— shall not serve In dw 
jury-box— shall not marry white women— ami I tlikdt 
that the Constitution of Illinois is wisely flramed as to tUi 
provision. Ou Uie other hand, Kentucky goea ftirthor, 
and deprives the negro of his right over his 
Kentucky, under the Constitution, had a rt^it to 
that provision. We have no right to comj^ain of iior, 
nor can she complain of us. Each has Uie right to do if 
it pleases, and each must mind its own business and Ml 
Interfere with its neighbor's concerns. (Applause.) 

Our fathers, when they framed tiiis Ooverament, kai 
witnessed tiie sad and melancholy results of the mistwo 
of the races in Mexico, South America and Oentrsl 
America, where the Spanish, from motives of policy, iiad 
admitted the negro and ether inferior races to dtlacniriilp. 
and, consequently, to political and social amalgamaAoa, 
The demoralisation and degradation which prevailed la 
tiie Spanish and French colonies, where no dlstinetiona oi 
account of color or race were tolerated, operated aa a 
warning to our revolutionary fathers to preserve tho 
purity uf tlie white race, and to establish their poUtieal, 
social and domestic institutions upon such a baila ai 
would forever exclude the idea of negro citlaenship and 
negro equality. (Applause.) 

They understoo<l that great natural law which dedarco 
that amalgamation between superior and inferior racof 
brings their poyteriiy down to the lower level of tb« infi- 
rior, but never elevates them to the high level of the ai^ 
perior race. I appeal to each of those gallant yonaf 
men before nie, wiio won immortal glory on the Meedy 
fields of Mexico, in vindication of their country^ right 
and tionor, whether their information and observatloB la 
that country does not fully sustain the truth of the pro- 
position that amiilganiatii>a Is degradation, demorafiaa- 
tion. disease and death f Is it true that the segro It our 
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■Bd oar Vrotlier f The hiitory of the times dearly 
•bow that oar fathers did not refard the Afirloan race ai 
Vkj kin to Uivm. and detenuined so to lay the foandation 
of aocietj and government that they should never be of 
kin to their posterity. (Immense applaase.) 

But, when you confex upon the African race the prlvi- 
lages of cltisenship, and pat them on an equality with 
white men at the polls, in the Jary«box, on the bench, In 
Che S^CQtlve chair, and in the counciis of the nation, 
apon what principle will you deny their eqaality at the 
iiatlTe board and in the domestic circle f 

TlM tapreme Ck>urt of the United States have decided 
that, under the Constitution, a negro la not and cannot 
be A dtiien. 

The Eepublican Abolition party pronounce that decision 
eroel. Inhuman and infamous, and appeal to the Ameri- 
ean people to disregard and retese to obey It. Let us 
Join issue with them, and put oursetres upon the country 
lav triaL (Cheers and applause.) 

009DITI0N OF AFFAIBS IH UTAH, AND THB 

REMEDY. 

Mr. President, I will now respond to the call which has 
been made upon me for my opinions of tiie condition of 
things In Utah, and the aj^iroprlate remediea for existing 
•Vila. 

The Territory of Utah was organiied under one of the 
•ets known as the Compromise Bfeasures of 1800, on the 
aiqipositiim that the inhabitants were American citiiens, 
ewlDf and acknowledging allegiance to the United States, 
and consequently entitled to the benefits of self-govern* 
ment while a Territory, and to admission in the Union 
Ml an equal footing with the original States, as soon as 
they should number the requisite population. It was 
eonoeded on all hands, and by all parties, that the peeu- 
UariUes of their religious faith and ceremonies interposed 
BO Talid and constitutional ofcgection to their reception 
tato the Union, In conformity with the Federal Constltu- 
tiOD« so long as they were In all other respects entitled to 
admission. Hence, the great political parties of the 
eeantry indorsed and approved Uie Compromise Mea- 
rarea of 1800, including the act for the organisation of the 
Territory of Utah, with the hope and in the confidence 
that the Inhabitants wuld conform to the Constitution 
and laws, and prove themselves worthy, respectable and 
law-abiding citiiens. If we are permitted to place cre- 
dence in the rumors and reports From tliat country (aixl 
It must be admitted that they have increased and 
■trengthened and assumed consitftency and plausibility by 
each successive mall), seven years' experience has tiiy- 
oloeed a state of facts entirely different from that whiuh 
waa supposed to eziot when Utah was organised. Theiie 
rumors and reports would seem to Justify the belief timt 
tiM following facts are susceptible ofprnoi. 

1. That nine-tenths of the inhabitants are aliens by 
birth, who have refhsed to become naturai.sed, or to 
take the oath of allegiance, or to do any other act recog- 
idriag the Government of the United States as the para- 
asoiint authority in that Territory. 

S. That all the inhabitants, whether native or alien 
bom, known as Mormons, (and they constitute the whole 
people of the Territory), are bound by horrid oaths and 
tffiible penalties, to recognize and maintain the autho- 
rity of Brigham Young, and the government of which he 
ia the head, as paramount to that of the United States, 
In dvU as well as in religious affairs ; and that they will. 
Indue time, and under the direction of their leade.s, 
sse all means in their power to subvert the government 
of the United States, and resist its authority 

8. That the Mormon government, with Brigham Young 
at Its head, is now forming alliance with Indian tribes 
fai Utah and adjoining territories— stimulating the In- 
diana to acts of hostility— and organising bands of his 
•VB followers under the name of ** Danites, or Destroy- 
km Angels," io prosecute a system of robbery and 
■uirden upon American citizens, who support the 
authority of the United States, and denounce the in- 
tenoua and disgusting practices and institutions of the 
Mormon Government. 

If, upon a full Investigation, these representations 
■hall prove true, they will establish the fact that the 
Mormon inhabitants of Utah, as a community, are out- 
laws and alien enemies, unfit to exercise the right of 
•elf-government under the organic act, and unworthy to 
be admi:ted into the Union as a State, when thehr only 
•Idect In seeking admission is to interpose the sov- 
ereignty of the State, as an invincible shield to protect 
Hmhu in their treason and crime, debauchery and in- 
famy. (Applause. ) 

Under th;s view of the subject, I think it is the duty 
•f the President, as 1 have no doubt it is his fixed pur- 
peae to remove Brigham Toong and all his foUowers 



fH>m office, and to fill their places with bold, able, and 
true men, and to cause a thorough and searching inve^ 
tigatlon into all the crimes and enormities whi<^ are 
alleged to be perpetrated daily in that Territory, under 
the direction of Brigham Young and his confederates 
and to use all the military force necessary to proteet 
the officers in Uie discharge of their duties, and to en- 
force the laWs of the land. (Applause.) 

When the authentic evidence shall arrive, if it shtB 
establish the facts which are believed to exist, it will be- 
come the duty of Congress to apply the knife and lut 
out this loathsome, disgusting ulcer. (.Applause.) No 
temporising policy— no halfway measures w.ll then an- 
swer. It has been supposed by those wiio have not 
thouc^t deeply upon the subject, that an act of Con- 
gress prohibiting murder, robbery, polygamy, and other 
crimes, with appropriate penalties for those offences, 
would afford adequate remedies for ail tiie enormities 
complained of. Suppose such a law to be on the sta- 
tute book, and I believe they have a criminal code, pro- 
viding the usual punislmient for the entire catalogue of 
crimes, according to the usages of all civilised and 
Qirlstian countries, with the exception of polygamy, 
which hi practised under the sanction of the Mormon 
Church, but is neither prohibited no/ authorized by the 
laws of the Territory. 

Suppose, I repeat, that Congress should pass a law 
prescribing a criminal code, and punishing polygamy 
among other offences, what other effect would it have— 
what good would it do? Would you ckH on twenty-three 
grand Jurymen, with twenty -three wives each, to find a 
biU of indictment against a poor miserable wretch for 
having two wives ? (Cheers and laughter.) Would you 
call upon twelve petit Jurors, with twelve wives 
each, to convict the same loathsome wietch for having 
two wives? (Continued applause.) Would you expect 
a grand Jury composed of twenty-three "Daiiites" to 
find a bill of indictment against a brother " Dauite " for 
having murdered a Gentile, as they call all American 
citlaens, under their direction? Much le^w would you 
expect a Jury of twelve " destroying angels " to find 
another ** destroying angel" guilty of tlie crime tf mur- 
der, and cause him to be hanged for no otlie.- offence 
than taking the life of a Gentile? No ! If there is any 
truth in the reports we leceive from Utah. Congresa way 
pass whatever laws it chooses ; but you can never rely 
upon the local tribunals and juries to punish crimes com- 
mitted by Mormons in that Territory. Some other and 
more effectual remedy must be devised and applied. In 
my opinion, the first step should be tlie aboolute and 
unconditional repeal of the organic act — blotting the 
Territorial Government out of existence — upon the 
ground tliat they are • utlaws, denying their H'leg'ance 
and defying the authorities of the United btates. vlia- 
mense applause.) 

The Territotial Government once abolished, the conn* 
try would revert to its pi imitive condition prirr to the 
act of 1800, '* under the sole and exclusive jurisdiction 
of the United States,** and should be placed under the 
operation of the act of Congress of the 80th cf April, 
17U0, and the various acts supplemental thereto and 
amendatory thereof, ** providing for the i>unishmeut of 
crimes against the United iftates within any fort, arsenal 
dockyard, magazine, ok any hthkr flack ok ni.srKtor 
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tion of the United StuteM." All offenses against the 
provisions of these acts are requi ed by law to be tried 
and punished by the United i:>tates Courts in tlie States 
or Territories where the offenders tihall be '*nK5T appkh- 
ukndkd ok BKdUuuT FOK TRIAL." Tlius it Will be seeD 
that under the plan proposed, Brigham YoirKt; and hL» 
confederates could be *' apprehended and brougiit for 
tr.al," to Iowa or Missouri, California o^- Oregon, or to 
any other adjacent State or Territory, whe: e a fair tiial 
could be had, and justice administei ed impartially— 
where the witnesses could be protected and the Judg- 
ment of the court could be car led into execution, with- 
out violence or intimidation. 1 do not proiio.se to intro- 
duce any new principles into ou. jurisiprudeuce, nor to 
change the modes of proceeding or the rule:it uf practice 
in our Courts. I only propose to place the district of 
country embraced within the Territory of Utah under 
the operation of the same laws and rules of pruceeiliii(^ 
that Kansas, Nebraska, Aiinnesota and our otiie. Tern- 
tories were placed before they became organized Terri- 
tories. The whole country embraced within these Terri- 
tories was under the operation of that same system of 
laws, and all the offenses committed within the aame 
were punished In the manner now proposed, so long as 
the country remained *^ under the sole and exclusive 
Jurisdiction of the Unit^ States ;" but the moinent the 
country was organised into Territorial Gove.nments, 
with legislative, executive and luidvQV%.V. ^y«^«3^nMBMlb^ 
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It eeased to be under the tele and exelusiTe Jorisdictton 
of the United Staiei, vrithin the meening of the Mt of 
CoQgreM, for the reason that it had paaied under another 
and a different Jarisdlction. Hence, if we abolish the 
Territorial Government of Utah, prceerrlnf all eziftlng 
rifhta, and place the country under the lole and exduaive 
Juriidiction of the United Statee, offenden can be ap- 
prtrtiended and brought into the adjacent Statee or Ter- 
ritories for punishment, in the same manner and under 
the same rules and regulations which obtained and 
hare been uniformly practiced under like circumstances 
•ince 1790. 

If the plan proposed shall be found an effectlTe and 
adequate remedy for the erils complained of in Utah, 
no one, no matter what his political creed or partisan 
associations, need be apprehensire that it will Tiolate 
any cherished theory or constitutional right in regard 
to the government of the Territories. It is a great 
mistake to suppose that all the territory or land belong- 
ing to the United Statee must necessarily be governed 
by the same laws and under the same clause of the 
Constitution, without reference to the purpose to which 
it is dedicated or the use which it Is proposed to make of 
It ; while all that portion of the country which is or shall 
be set apart to become new States, must necessarily be 
governed under and consistent with that clause of the 
Constitution which authorises Congress to admit new 
States, it does not follow that other territorsr, not 
intended to be organised and admitted into the Union 
as States, mudt be governed under tlie same clause of 
the Constitution, with all the rights of self-government 
ind State equaUty. For instance, if we should purchase 
Vancouver's Island from Great Britain for the purpose 
t4 removing all the Indians from our Pacific territories 
and locating them on that bland as their permanent 
home, with guarantied that it should never be occupied 
or settled with white meh, will it be contended Uiat the 
purchase should be made and the island governed under 
the power to admit new States when it was not acquired 
for that purpose, nor intended to be applied to that 
Object ? Being acquired for Indian purposes and applied 
to Indian purposes, it is not more reasonable to assume 
that the power to acquire was derived from the Indian 
dause, and the island must necessarily be governed under 
and consistent with that clause of the Constitution which 
relates to Indian atfain. Again, suppose we should deem 
it expedient to buy a small island in the Mediterranean 
or the Carribean Sea for a naval station, can it be 
said with any force or plausibility that tlie purchase 
ebould be made or tlie Lland governed under the power 
to admit new states ? On the uontrury. Is it not obvious 
that the right to acquire and govern in that case is de- 
rived from the power *'■ to provide and maintain a navy,'* 
and must be exercised consistently with that power. So, 
If we purchase land foi forts, arsenals, or other military 
purposes, or set apart and dedicate any territory which 
we now own for a military reservation, it immediately 

S asses under the military power and must be governed 
1 harmony with it. So u the land be purchased for a 
mint, it must be governed under the power to coin 



money ; or, if- purdiasad for a poei^ffloa. It mHt ht 
governed under the power to eetablish post-olBoes and 
post-roads ; or, for a custom-house, under the power ta 
regulate commeroe; or for a court-house, under Ike 
Judiciary power. In short, the clause in the Constitalioa 
under whieh any land or territory belonging to tos 
United Statee must be governed, is indicated by Iha 
otajeot for which it was acquired and the pnipoee for 
wtdch it is dedicated. So long, therefore, as the orgaali 
act of Utah shall remidn in force, setting apart that 
country for a ne^v State, and pledging the faith oi the 
United States to receive it hito the Union as soon ai tl 
should have the requisite population, we are bound ta 
extend to it all the rights of self-government, igreeably 
to the clause in the Constitution providing for the ad- 
mission of new Statee. Hence the necessity of repeaUif 
the organic act— withdrawing the pledge of artinlsikii, 
and placing it under the sole and exclusive JuriedlettQa 
of the United Statee, in order that persons and prepeity 
may be protected, and Justice adininistered, and orimei 
punished under the laws prescribed by Oongreei In mck 
oases. 

While the power of Congress to repeal Uiis organic act 
and abolish tlie TerrltorliJ Ghivemment cannot bedeaM, 
the question may arise whether we possess Um mam 
right of exercising the power, after the charter has beta 
once granted and the local government organised ondH 
its provisions. This is a grave question— one wUeh 
should not be decided hastily, nor under the influeoM ef 
passion or prejudice. I am firee to say that in my opinka 
Uiere is no monl right to repeal the organlo act of a Ter- 
ritory, and abolish the government organiatMl under ll| 
unless the Inhabitants of that Territory, as a eommanMiyi 
have done such acts as amount to a forfeiture uf ail ri|^ 
under it — such as becoming alien enemies, outlaws, die* 
avowing their allegiance, or resisUng the anthoritf e( 
ttie United States. These, and kindred acts, whidi w 
have every reason to believe are dally perpetrated in that 
Territory, would not only give us the moral rlglrt| but 
make it our imperative duty to abolish the Terrttortil 
Government, and place the inhabitants under Una sole 
and exclusive Jurisdiction of the Uuited Statee, to the Mii 
that justice may be done and the dignity and aathorilf 
uf the Government vindicated. 

I have thus presented plnlnly and frankly my Tiewi of 
the Utah question — the evils and the remedy— upon the 
facts as tliey have readied us, and are supposed to he 
substantially correct. If «-ffioiHl reports aud aothenlle 
information shall change oi lumlify i.ieite faots, I shall bt 
ready to conform my notion to the re •! f.icbi a^ thi*y elieS 
be found to exists I have no suuii pride of opinion as 
will imluce me to per»evere in an error one moment alter 
my judgment is convinced. If, therefore, a iMtterpiaa 
can be devised— one more consistent with Jnstlea aai 
Mound policy, or more effective as a remedy for aokiioWi 
ledged evils, I shall take great pleasure in adopting It, la 
lieu of the one I have presented to you to-night» 

In conclusion, permit me to exprese my grateAil M* 
knowledgmeiitd for your patient attention aiul the kind i 
respectful manner In which you have reoelTed mj i 
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Os the 16th ojf January, 1860, Mr. Douglas 
Bubmitted to the United States Senate the fol- 
lowing Resolution : 

MuoUftd, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
•tructedto report a bill for the protection of each State 
and Territory of the Union, agidnst invasion by the 
authorities or inhabitants of any other State or Territory ; 
and for the suppression and punishment of conspiracies 
er eombinatiuns in any State or Territory wiUi intent to 
tnrade, assail, or molest the government, iDhabitants, 
propertT, or institutions of any other State or Territory 
•C the union. 

This Resolution, coming ap as a special order 
oo the 28d of January, 

Mr. Douglas said : Mr. Preeident,on thetfth cf Novem- 
ber last, the Governor of Tirginia addressed on oflidal 
oommnnlcation to the Fraddant of the Uaited Statee, In 
Miioh ha said : 




other Slates. u> rescue John Brown and his sseonlsfse, pel* 
soners at Charleston, Virginia. The iuform^Uon la epeofle 

enough to be reliable " 

** Places in Maryland, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, have beea 
occupied as depots and rendezvous by these desneradoea, war 
obstructed by guards or otherwise, to Invade thlB State, and 
we are kept In conUnual apprehension of outrage fHiA Are 
and rapine. I apprise you t» these Cscts in order that yea 
may take steps to preserve peace between the States." 

To this communication, the President of the United 
States, on the 28th of November, returned a replj, firom 
which I read the following sentence : 

" I am at a loss to discover any provision In the ConetUntioii 
or laws of the United States which would authoriie me le 
'take steps for this purpose.'" [That is, to preserve the peace 
between the States.] 

Mr. Douglas argued at considerable length, to 
ptOTt that the Constitution does provide for the 
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UM kgainst invaitoQ from adj and all i . 
and coQtIniied: 

a then nnwlnlnf U, what legliltthin 



DHi* oiMireDn of oplnloii Uu n mil M avxmmrj t 
pl>0* tha whola mlHurT pmrs of tbo GuTtniuiiBt u Ui 
a ii fWil of 111* Frtddinl, nndtr )ini|wr taanli in 
natrlstltM udut abaH, Is repel ud nippmi IctiuId 
wtwu the baBb font ih^ be unuellf Id ibe BeM. Du 
HbthitliBot •aOclut. e«h IcflileiiaD wouM a»i b 
a nUl eompUanoe rttk thli gsenatf of the OonMIUilloi 

Er* lb* naniDlr. Hark the iltcnatt la language 
**MI the iiTOTtiloii for protecllnf the United Mawi 



KmawMiaaJnUila nannijto Uie SUUo, n chkii; 
thaUnnace, aadnldUia United Btatei thilJ "sncn 
•Mb orUM ttilci ac^lut tDTulaii. In Ui« analnuii' 
UadBtraftbeOoTennnentli to repel; Id the oUier, 
nanetf li tbit tfan vUl proien. Id other vordt, 
Dnitad ftalet an not pennlUed lo >all onlU tlit sdc.. 
aball b* ipoD roar borden ; onUI the iBTadlDf amy 
•hall have been orgaalaed and drilled ud pJaeed In maritfi 

vUhBTlev to Ibe Inrailoii; butthtj mi- ' ' 

seMMan and proper to Innre proieccic 

IraBfBBUQ ID eaeh 8uw ud Terrliorj of ihU 

rlwrtH. 




oar datn to paia a lavmiklnf croj oonailracjr or com- 
Wsatlon la iDf 8UM or Terrltorr ot ihle Unhin 10 larade 
■Baflur wllh latest to ilsil or nm aw^ proparlr of idj 
kind, *b«tber b be DafTDea, ar hoTMi, or prnperworiiu 
Olbal daniptlaa, latoaootliar Stale, a crime, amTpiuIiIi 
.i. . i_ --ijijjijjn, In ui, tjoitsd auu-i 



at the Hale ar Territory wbere the ooDnpiraoj ma; t 
brmad and qndled. Sir, I mmld etiry Ibeia proviatuc 
of la* aa far ae onr oooMlunloaal power* will rcccta. 
mtu U matt a ocrimi It Jbrm atiuptraeUt viOi ■ 
tUm tftmKodiitt BtaU* of T4nHt»rU* lo eanln. 
•laaNoH BAaUar Oey »« tmif w tte wiri •)/ AUd rurU 
^M JMWh «/jr<t» AifflDiKl or Aw £c3«( «r JHn- 
■MVi Upplaue Id Ihn (alUirlee.) In olber wotdi. 
Ibl* proTlkan et Ike Oanatllullgoa maana mora than ' ' 
mun nptlUBt of an InnalaD *bea (h* ktradioi ai 
iball laaeb ihe border of a Stat*. The lanKiace L 
Aall praMei (ho Blat* afidnit iDTailac; Uw oHanlni 
■Uah li, M ua tb* bafuac* of lb* preamUato Ibe C 
taatOaa, ta Iniur* lo ea^ Slala domaMla Iranquil 
aaalnat asltmal tlaleaa^ There aaa be no Mace U 
thar* eaa be ae laAilr la any d 






fCldaUan. tl eanaot lie will wlUi ii 
•a Perry uk will not be rep=al«l, 
of Tep«tl1l0Q. 11 I* only mcraMakyta 



iri>cr'> Ferrj ODtrige t Wllhout al 



mtto/n* 



^.^lAtBtjtuiiitiaitparii,'* 

iUpli^ittdtiidtiifinediMtlutrtSaVbm,aHe par- 
tinua prttet, IMf paatpUtU amt hooit, amd a«i» 
dally tn Ua fpetelut t/Outr iiB^tn i» ami out </ 
Utngfft. (Aiqilalue lu the galleries.) . 

llie dot} or prolecllnE each Suie agalnJit eiUrDal 
suiiEiiiHlag and punlsblne cocaplracia In oae Stat* 



le of rtprutinu the ^ IrTCpmilbJe co 
tit>Ltpfii<on4fn>niioaUvw:o»fpi'at 
ci^^SepiMUiHutf^--' ■'-■ 
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liihmtntjbr littUr aninttae 



M. The Coo- 
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wXtamtteMAoia] 

titipiaetviocitig 

Pteiident, Ibe mode 



tlon, and Iben there can be ufety. 

[A special conuniCUe of the Senate, of wh[cb 

r. Uaaon, of Va., wa^ chnirman, sppobled to 

vealigata tbe Harper's Ferry affair, aacettaia 

c cause of the raid, and report vbat lava, if 

any, were necesaar; to prevent a repetition, 

reported Dear the close of the session, that 

the oommitteo were unable to diacorer that 

ly persons were either dirccllj or indirectly 

engaged In the inrasioo, other than John 

Brown and tboM who accompanied him to 

Harper's Ferry.] 

wniT FOFOt^K BOfkllliaKTT Uia DOllt. 
r«n Jfr. J>»efiM' ^peecA <• Oa&wKa, JTup 18, isas. 
Bni, we are told that Ibe necouiT rtiolt of lUa doo- 
ine of noD-lDterrentlon, whlcb, gantteman, br war al 
roninl ridicule upon It, call HmatMr UTenlgn^, b 
ikprlve the Saaih sf all partlc^atloo In wbat ttitj 
II iht EDDunon TerrlUileg A Iba United Statca. Iliat 
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a ; and b* told tha jtogU ot 
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^plM! bntthardonbUdlL NDirlMuiMbaw 

ftir lUi thfiorj ftDd •apporiUoru hAT« b«ea TBrifletL 1 
Inffli- thkt ba lold tJi« people of UlnlHlppl lo, far be 
BiMVa it a ohargf In bli bUl af iaiUcliuenL ngiiiiul mt, 



n]>ul:ni[ UietlaTo goAIr'nc* Kleiico. aublbiied br 
Eke people IhcRiiclva I It ii pan /iftlitAiiUirrtiflkt 
oowtl.y W(« im<j«i- IMi docf'-ifH nr n — '-' " — 



rtiatag, 1A« ptopte u/Jftu jttaieo hart tetrwhivdi 
OM DmMctoa £{iiiio*v fit U< 
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tor from UWHbpl r«tudi ai kntila ta It* lUUiif tti 
BonilL WtatrtilMTaa (TV |rt uraUHr ftnlto AM 
was more pmUtaUat<ir««rU*t*orDUH*T«fr«ltn|t> 
jonritrcnithl mutoHerlndiaf tr— Tetrl twi Im bf 
eoDTerladlnlo UmT* ToTiMiT on lb* AraarloBB oe■H■«ll^ 
■liieg tlie Bavolntioo, sionit In Kiv Haxloo ui4 Aiknfc 
under the prindpli of Bon-lnterTenllon alBnud it 
ChuleUoDT If It batni*tluttMipiiiicIplao(D0i»4Dl«r- 
nation hu iItwi to Vamri nU Now Hnlco, «hUk «w 
■amnndad on nsnrlj iMry lidi ta Vtm TantioiTi wU 
net th( um« priud^ pntaot roB In tb* BarthBB BSM 
of UailBS wkan tho-aM laqolral, riDOTtbai annnMr 
Toan(Mb7aaT*nRUe(7{>i* Mnnl bt>D*(A ■^m 
futbar Biratb ; hM« BUT wpaa af peatw hot; nd 
iKiaaeUBateaiidaoU adulad to'lomlbanicoMit 
AnnnBotaatkfladwttb BmpfBstloaliaBlMI Do 

ndake to appoal fr« tlia pae^ irf lb 
„ p . .1.. n-...! .... 




KOpla. Id att«]i]plla( to p»Ta 11 unnrtbj, 1 tUnk tt 

lam DDtacnuMiIbr pr«|od]ceiagallutU»tpv^, orto 
srapoaHiiloia In bior or Ita adTCTuty 1 for Ihava teaiDM, 
ia Huae dpcrienee. Ibat Tirtna and pMiMlBB, Tloa aad 
— "-bEeio, an tbund In all parHea, and Uu' ''— ■""- 

n their motlTei Hud bilbepoSdat their;.. 

Oar eonntrr la a theatre, which edilbtB bi 
ttei, two raiflcallT dlfferant poUUcal Drmm . 
nsUnaon the ba4( i^ aerTlle or liaTe labor, Ibe otbor on 
'*■- ■ — 'h of TOlnntar; labor or ^eanen. 

« all ntgroea,*' P*^ 
d^riiatlon.^ut tUi 
tt anlr aoddenUL The pilnulpla at the lyelein It thai 
labor in every soclelj, bj wboiucKTer perfoToied, w no- 
ectoully DnlnteLlectnnl, etoi^IId^, uid bus ; and that the 
laborer, oqoallj tat Ui onn good anil for the welfare of 
the State, ongbt to be eutaved. nie while laboring man, 
wbethar nsttre or fbrel^er, la not enilHTed, tidij tieoatue 

' rt, aa yet, ba r»*iioed lo bondage. 

leed not be told now that Ibe ilii 






■jitemli tile 

a of our own anceeten, Caneadaaa 
ana mropeane aa thej were, hardly datea beyond « 
period of die hondred yaara. The gnat mettonillon o( 
bmnan todtty which modem Umea ^flblt, la m^ly doe 
to the Incomplcta labatltallOD of the lyilem of nlnntary 
labor fkir the old one of aerTUe labor, wMcb taa already 
taken place, "niii African tlare lyitem b one wUoIl m 
k* oilglD add b lla growth, hae been -"- 
from Oa habUa of the raeca which coloi 
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power, and eoiwtltate a ruUng aristocracy. In States f 
when the Aree-labor sjrstem prevails, universal sufft-age i 
necessarily obtains, and the State inevitably becomes, 
sooner or later, a republic or democracy. 

Russia yet maintains Slavery, and is a detpotism. 

Most of the other European States have abolbhed 

Slavery, and adopted the system of free labor. It wa« 

the antagonbtic political tendencies of the two systems 

whleh the first Napoleon was contemplating when he 

predicted that Europe would ultimately be dther all 

or all RepiibtlcaB. Never did human sagacity 

a more fwegnant troth. The two systems are at 

\ peredred to be iacoDgmoiis. But they are more 

than inonBgnioiit— tfaey are hioompatible. They nerer 

hava permaneoily existed together in one country, and 

th^ never can. It would be easy to demonstrate this 

impoaiibltltj, from the Irreconcilable contrast between 

ttcir great principles and characteristics. But the expe- 

of mankind has conclusively established it. 

tfanr, as I hare already intimated, e:dited in every 

■to m Kurope. Free labor has supplanted It every* 

ezeepi In Roiria and Tnrkey. State neceHlties 

~ hi Bodtm ttanca, are now obUgtof even thote 

n^lona to eneoorage and empl y free labor ; anfl 

~ r* deipotio as thej are. we find them engaged In 

Blareiy. In the United States, Slavery came 

>n with free labor at the dose of the last eoir 

r, and CbU befbra h In New-En«^d, New-York, If ev 

r, and PenaulTaaia, but triumphed over it efflBOp 

■aEeloded It for a period yet nndetermlnedi 

the Oarolinas, and Georgia. Indeed, §• 

are the two systems, that every new Btata 

organised within our ever-extending domain 

ba first political act a choice of the one and an 

)n of the other, even at the cost of dvil war. If 

...^ . try. The Slave States, without law, at the last 

'gattonil election, ettecessfhlly forbade, within thdr o*n 

K^jphilli,even the casting of votes for a candidate fiir Presfc 

PPllapa of the United States supposed to be favorably 

- ■ *^ the establishment of the free'labor system In new 

ntherto, the two svstems have exbted in different 

IS, bnt side by nde within the American Union. 

has hupenad beeaase the Union Is a confederation 

'M BtateSi jiut hi another sspect the United States eon- 

Mttata (wfar one nation. Increase of population, whlob 

li fiUlaff the Sutes ont to thdr very borders, together 

with a ;ww and extended net-work of raihvads and 

jllher avenues, and an Internal commerce which d^lj 

more Intimate, Is rapidly brin^g the States 

hlgberand more perfect sodal unity or eon- 

Thos, these autsgonisUc systems are eon- 

eomlng In-o doser contact^ and collision 
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nan I tdl von what this coUIdon means f Ther wha 
' : thai it fa acddental, unnecessary, the work of 1» 
1 or fknatioal agitators, and therefore ephoneral, 
the case altogether. It is an irrepresdbie oon- 
bctween oppodng and enduring forces, and it 
a that the United States must and will, sooner or 
r, beeome dther entirely a slaveholding nation, d 
itlnly a free-labor nation. lather the cotton and iloe 
~ ~ of South Carolina and the sugar plantations of 
^■rnii-'r" will nitlmately be tilled by free labor, an^ 
If/jOtelsstim and New Orleans become marts for ia^HA' 
r.-rama merehandlse alone, or else the rye-fields and 
' A|MMIaldi of Massachusetts and New-7ork must again. 
•IKarrsudered by tbelr farmers to slave culture and to 
^iw pradoetion of slaves, and Boston and New-Tork b^ 
^tom* ooM more markets for trade In the bodies and 
lis of awn. It li the fidlure to apprehend this grea^ 
ith that Induces so many unsuocessM attempts at' 
1 oomprombe between the Slave and Free States.! 
It li the existence of this great flact that renders all 
pretmded eompromtees, when made, vain and. 
leraL Startling as this saying majT appear to yon, 
w-dtisens, It Is by no means an original or even a 
fiodem one. Our forefathers knew It to be true, and 
# • nff»»iiiw<iMiy acted upon It when they framed the Oonstl- 
i4 'TBtlon of the United Sutes. They regarded the exist- 
Moe of the servile system In so many of the States frtth 
'sarrov and shame, which they openly confessed, and 
Ihay looked upon the collision between them, which was 
than Just revealing Itself; and which we are now aocus- 
kosMU to dq|>lore, with favor and hope. They knew that 
. aWier the one or the other system must exclusively pre- 
• ValL 
' Unlike too many of those who In modem times Invoke 
thdr authority, they had a choice between the two. 
They preferred the system of free labor, and tbey deter- 
mined to organise the Government, and so to direct its 
activity, that that system should surely and cert^nly 
prevail. Tor this purpose, and no other, they bssed the 
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whole structure of Government broadlj' on the prlndpie 
that all men are created equal, and therefore free — little 
dreaming that, witiiln the short period of one liundred 
years, their descendants would bear to be told by any 
orator, however popular, that the utterance of tliat prln- 
dpie was merely* a rhetorical rhapsody ; or by any Judge 
however venerated, that It was attended by mental re- 
servations, wiilch rendered It hypocritical and false. By 
the Ordinance of 1787, they dedicated all of the national 
domain not yet polluted by Slavery to free labor im- 
mediately, thenceforth and forever ; while by the new 
Constitution and laws they invited foreign free labor 
trom all lauils under the sun, and Interdicted the im- 
portation of African Slave Labor, at all times. In all 
places, and under ull circumstances whatsoever. It is 
true that they necessur.iy and wisely modified this 
policy of Freedom, by lesiving it to the several States, 
affected as they were by differing drcumstances, to 
abolish Slavery in tlielr oK-n way and at their own plea- 
sure. Instead of confiding that duty to Congress, and 
that they secured to the Plave States, while yet retain- 
ing the system of Slave 3 , a three-fifths representation 
of slaves in the Federal Ouvemment, until they should 
find themselves able to relinquish it with safety. But 
tho very nature of these modifications fortifies my posi- 
tion that the fathers knew that the two systems could 
not endure within tlie Union, and expected that within 
a short period Slavery would disappear forever. More- 
over, In order that these modifications might not alto- 
getiier defeat thdr grand design of a Republic maintain- 
ing universal equality, they provided that two-thirds of 
tM States mlglit amend the Constitution. 

It remains to say on this point only one word, to Ruard 
against misapprehension. If these States are to again be- 
come universally slaveholding, I do not pretend to say 
with what violations of the Constitution that end shall be 
accomplished. On the oUier hand, while I do confidentiy 
believe and hope that my country will yet become a land 
€i universal Freedom, I do not expect that it will be made 
so otherwise than ttirough Uie action of the several States 
eouperatlng with the Federal Government, and all acting 
In strict conformity with their respective Constitutions. 

The strife and contentions concerning Slavery, which 
gently-dbsposed persons so habitually deprecate, are no- 
tiULsg more than the ripening of the conflict which tlie fath^ 
themselves, not only tlius regarded with favor, but which 
they may be said to have instituted. 

It Is not to be denied, however, that thus far the course 
of that contest has not been according to their humane 
antidpations and wishes. In the field of federal politics. 
Slavery, deriving unlooked-for advantages from commer- 
cial changes, and energies unforeseen from the facilities of 
combination between members of the slaveholding class 
and between that class and otiner property classes, early 
ralUed, and has at length made a stand, not merely to re- 
tain Its original defensive position, but to extend its sway 
throughout the whole Union. It Is certain that the slave- 
holAng class of American cltkens Indulge this high ambi- 
tion, and that they derive encouragement for it from the 
npiA and effective political successes which they have 
already obtained. Ilie pUm of operation Is this : By con- 
tinned appliances of patronage and threats of disunion, 
th^ will keep a majority favorable to these designs In the 
Senate, where each State has an equal representation. 
Throuj^ that m^ority they will defeat, as they best can, 
the admisdon of Free States, and secure the admisdon of 
Slave States. Under the protection of the Judiciary, they 
will, on the principle of the Dred Scott case, carry Slavery 
Into all the Territories of the United States now existing, 
and hereafter to be organized. By the action of the Pre- 
ddent and the Senate, using the treaty-making power, they 
will annex foreign slaveholding States. In a favorable 
coi^juncture they will Induce Congress to repeal the act of 
1808. which proldbits the foreign slave-trade, and so they 
irill import from Africa, at the cost of only $20 a head, 
slaves enough to fill up the interior of the continent. 
Thus relatively increasing the number of Slave States, they 
will allow no amendment to the Constitution prejudicial to 
thebr interest; and so, having permanently established 
their power, tiiey expect the Federal Judiciary to nullify 
all State laws which shall Interfere with Internal or foreign 
commerce In slaves. When the Free States shall be sufll- 
dentiy demoralised to tolerate these designs, they reason- 
iti>ly conclude that Slavery will be accepted by those States 
themselves. I shall not stop to show how speedy or how 
complete would be the ruin which the accompUslunent of 
these slaveholding schemes would bring upon the country. 
For one, I should not remain In the country to test the sad 
experiment. Having spent my manhood, though not my 
whole life, In a Free State, no aristocracy of any kind, 
much less an aristocracy of slaveholders, shall ever make 
the laws of the land In which I shall be content to Uve. 
Having seen the society around me unlvenaUy tngsgsd ^ 
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agrleoUiire, mAnofMstnref and trade, which were innoeent 
and bepeflcent, I shall neyer be a denken of a State 
where laen and women are reared mm cattle, and bought 
and lold as merchandise. When that evil day shall come, 
and all Airther effort at resistance shall be impossible, 
then, if there shall be no better hope for redemption than 
I can now foresee, I shall say with Franklin, while looking 
abroad over the whole earth for a new and more congenial 
home, " >Vhere lifc«;rty dwells, there is my country." 

You will tell me that these fears are extravagant and 
chimericaL I answer, they are so ; but they are so only 
because the designs of the slaveholders most and can be 
defeated. But it is only the possibility of defeat that ren- 
ders them so. They cannot be defeated by inactivity. 
There is no escape Arom them, compatible with non-resist- 
ance. How, then, and in what way, shall the necessary 
resistance be made f There is only one way. The Demo- 
cratic party must be permanently dislodged ftrom the Gov*' 
ernment The reason Is, that tJie Democratic party is in- 
extricably committed to the designs uf the slaveholders, 
which I have described. Let me be well understood. I do 
not charge that the Democratic candidates for public office 
now before the people are pledged to, much less that the 
Democratic masses who support them really adopt, those 
atrocious and dangerous dcidgns. Candidates may, and 
generally do, mean to act Justly, wisely, and patriotically, 
when they shall be elected ; but they become the ministers 
and servants, not the dictutoni, of the power wldch elects 
them. The policy which a party shall pursue at a future 
period is only gradually developed, depending on the oc- 
currence of events never fully foreknown. The motives 
of men, whether acting as electors, or in any other capa- 
city, are generally pure. Nevertheless, it is not more true 
that " Hell is paved with good hiteutions," than it is that 
earth is covered with wrecks resulting from Innocent and 
amiable motives. 

The very constitution of the Democratic party commits 
it to execute all the designs of the slaveholders, whatever 
they may be. It Is not a party of the whole Union, of all 
the Free States and of all the i*lave States ; nor yet is it a 
party of the Free States in tlie North and in the Northwest ; 
but it Is a sectional and local party, having practically its 
seat within the Slave States, and counting its consUtuency 
chiefly and almost exclusively there. Of all its represen- 
tatives in Congress and in the Electoral College, two-thirds 
uniformly come from these Staites. Its great element of 
strength lies in the vote of the eilaveliulders, augmented by 
the representation of tlirec-tiftlw of the slaves. Deprive 
the Democratic party of tliLs streiitj^h, and it would be a 
helpless and hopeless minority, hicapable of continued or- 
ganization. The Democratic party, bebis thus local and 
sectional, acquires new streu^'th from tlie admission of 
every new Slave State, aflM \oin:» relatively by the admis- 
sion of everv new Free State Into tlie Union. 

A party is, in one sense, a Joint-stock assocIaUon, in 
which those who contribute must tUrect tlie action and 
management of the concern. The slaveholders contribut- 
ing in an overwhehnning proportion to tlie capital strength 
of the Democratic party, they necetwarily dictate and pre- 
scribe its policy. The inevitable caucus system enables them 
to do so with a show of fairness and Justice. If It were pos- 
sible to conceive for a moment that the Democratic party 
should disobey the behests of the slaveholders, we i&ould 
then see a withdrawal of the slaveholders, which would 
leave the party to perish. The portion of the party which 
is found in the Free States is a mere appendage, conve- 
nient to modify its sectional character, without Impairing 
its sectional constitution, and b less effective in regulating 
Its movement than the nebulous tail of tlie comet u in de- 
termining the appointed though apparently eccentric 
course of the fiery sphere from which It emanates. 

To expect the Democratic party to resist £Uavery and 
favor Freedom, Is as unreasonable as to look for Protestant 
missionaries to the Catholic Propaganda of Rome. The 
history of the Democratic party comudts It to the policy 
of Slavery. It has been the Democratic party, and no 
other agency, which has carried that policy up to its pre- 
sent alarming culmination. Without stopping to ascertain, 
critically, the ori£^ of the present Democratic party, we 
mav concede its claim to date A:om the era of good feeling 
which occurred under the Administration of President 
Monroe. At that time, in this State, and about that time 
in many others of the Free States, the Democratic party 
deliberately disfranchised the free colored, or African citl- 
aen, and it has pertinaciously continued this disfranchise- 
ment ever since. This was an effective aid to Slavery ; 
for while the slaveholder votes for his slaves against Free- 
dom, the ft-eed slave in the Free States is prohibited from 
voting against Slavery. 

In 1824, the Democracy redsted the election of John 
Quincy Adams— hhnself before that time an acceptable 
Democrat^and in 1828, it expelled him firom the Presi- 
dency, and put a slaveholder in Ids place, although the 



office had been filled by lUTeholdMB thixtjr4wo oat of 
forty years. 

In 1886, Bfartin Tan Boren— the flni noDHriaveholdlii|| 
dtisen of a Free State to wliose election the DemooratlD 
partv ever consented— signaUaed Ua inauguration Into the 
Preadency, by a gratuitous announcement, that under no 
circumstances would he ever approve a biU for the aboB- 
- tion of Slavery in the District of Oolnmbia. From 1888to 
1814, the sutdect of abolishing Blavexy in the Dlitriot of 
Columbia and in tlie natioxial dock-yards and anenak, 
was brought before Congress by repe^od popolar ^^pesJii 
The Democratic par^ thereupon prompt^ denied the ilghl 
of petition, and effectuaUly simpressed the firoodosi of 
speech in Congress, so far ■§ tlie iniUtntion of BUtamj was 
concerned. 

From 1840 to 1848. good and wise men coanselled that 
Texas should remain outside of the Union until sht 
should consent to relinquish her self-institated slaToiy; 
but the Democratic par^predpitatedher admission Ii^ 
the Union, not only without tliat condition, but ora 
with a covenant that the State might bo dlTidod ui 
reorganised so as to constitute four SUto Statos Inttil 
of one. 

In 1848, when the United States became InTolTod In a 
war with Mexico, and it was apparent that the etnuglt 
would end in the dismemberment of that repobUo, whfih 
was a non-slaveholding power, the Demooratio pwtgr 
rcdected a declaration that Slavery should not bo estah- 
Ushed within the territory to be acquired. IVhtn, !■ 
1860, governments were to be instituted in the Tecrito* 
ries of California and New-Mexico the fruits of that wai( 
the Democratic party refhsed to admit New-Mezioo as a 
Free State, and only consented to admit California as a 
Free btate on the condition, as it lias since explained the 
transaction, of leaving all of New«Mexteo and Utah open 
to Slavery, to which was also added the concession of 
perpetual Slavery in the District of Colnmbia, and the 

Eassage of an unconstitutiomU, cmel, and >""iH*^*i'i[ 
iw, for the recapture of fugitive slaves, with a fkurther 
stipulation that the subject of Slavery should neTeragslB 
be agitated In either chamber of Congress. When, la 
1854, the slaveholders were contentedly reposing <m these 
great advantages, then so recently won, the Demoeratic 
party, unnecessarily, officiously, and with saperaenrlcea- 
ble liberality, awakened them from their slumber, toofllr 
and force on their acceptance the abrogation of the law 
which declared that neither Slavery nor inroiontaiy ser* 
vitude should ever exist within that part of the inriwt 
territory of Louisiana which lay outnde of the State of 
Missouri, and north of the parallel of 88 deg. 30 mla. 9t 
north latitude — a law which, with the exceptloB of one 
other, was the only statute of Freedom then remalDlngte 
the Federal code. 

In 1856, when the people of Kansas had orgaidMd a 
new State within the region thus abandoned to 81avei7a 
and applied to be admitted as a Free State Into the Ualoo, 
the Democratic party contemptnousiy n^ected their pe» 
tition and drove them, with menaces and IntlmldatioM. 
from the halls of Congress, and armed the President ww 
military power to enforce their submission to a slave 
code, established over them by fraud and oanrpatioa. 
At every subsequent stage of the long contest which hiS 
since raged in Kansas, the Democratic party has lent Hi 
Oympathies, its aid, and all the powers of thoGoToramiBt 
which it controlled, to enforce Slavery upon that nnwtt* 
ling and injured people. And now, even at this day, 
while it mocks us with the assurance that Kansas Is free^ 
the Democratic party keeps the State ezdnded fkt>m hsr 
Just and proper place in the Union, under the hope thai 
she may be dragooned into the acceptance of Savoy. 

The Democratic party, finally, has procured from a 
Supreme Judiciary, fixed in its IntereHt, a deoree that 
Slavery exlsU by force of the Constitution in eveij Tiid> 
toiy of the United States, paramount to all lei^blatiTt 
authority either within the Territory, or residing In Con* 
gross. 

Such is the Democratic party. It has no policy, Btali 
or Federal, for finance or trade, or manufacture, or con* 
morce, or education, or Internal improvements, or for the 
protection or even the security of civil or religious lib- 
erty. It \b positive and uncompromising in the interest 
of Slavery— negative, compromJUng and vadDlating, in 
regard to everything else. It boasts IM love of equalltj 
and wastes its strength, and even its life, in fortifying the 
only aristocracy known in the land. It professes fratop* 
nlty, and, so often as Slavery requires, allies itself with 
proscription. It magnifies itself for conquests In forehpi 
lands, but it sends the national eagle forth always wfih 
ehains, and not the olive branch, hi his fangs. 

This daric record shows you, fellow cltisais, what X 
was unwilling to announce at an earUer stage of this 
argument, that of the whole nefarious schedule of slave* 
holding designs which I haTo sahmhted to you, the 
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tratic party has left only one yet to be consummated— 
the abrogation of the law which forbids the African slave 
trade. 

Kow, I know very well that the Democratic party has, 
ft erery stage of these proceedings, disavowed the motive 
Uid the policy of fortifying and extending Slavery, and 
hfu excused them on entirely different and more plausi- 
ble grounds. But the inconsistency and frivolity of 
these pleas prove still more conclusively the guilt I 
charge upon that party. It must, indeed, ti-y to excuse 
tttch guilt before uanlcind, and even to the consciences 
of its own adlierents. There b an instinctive ubltorience 
of Slavery, and an inborn and inhering love of l;'reedom 
ia the human heart, which renders palliation of such 
gross misconduct indispensable. It disfranchised the free 
Afkican on the ground of a fear that, if left to enjoy the 
light of suffrage, he might seduce the tree wh.te citi- 
■en into amalgamation with his wronged and despised 
race. The Democratic party condemned and dei>08ed 
John Quincy Adams, because he expended |12,0OU,OUO a 

{ear, while it Jxistifies his favored successor in spending 
T0,000,000, $80,000,000, and even |1* 0,000,000, a year. 
It denies emancipation in the District of Columbia, even 
wUh compensation to masters and the consent of the 
people, on the ground of an implied constitutional inhi- 
bition, although the Constitution expressly confers upon 
OongnsBB Bovereign legislative power in that District, and 
■tthongh the Democratic party is tenacious of the prin- 
ciple of strict construction. It violated tlie express pro- 
T^fons of the Constitution in suppressing pttition and 
debate on the subject of Slavery, through fear of dis- 
torbsnce of the public harmony, althougli it claims that 
the deot^rs have a right to instruct their representatives, 
and eren demand their resignation in cases of contu- 
macy. It extended Slavery over Texas, and connived at 
the attempt to spread it across the Mexican territories, 
even to the shores of the Pacific Ocean, under a plea or 
enlarging the area of Freedom. It abrogated the Mexi- 
ean slave law and the Missouri Compromise prohibition 
of SHavery in Kansas, not to open the new Territories to 
Havery, but to try therein the new and fascinating 
theories of Non-intervention and Popular Sovereignty; 
and, Anally, it overthrew both these new and elegant 

Klems by the Snglish Lecompton bill and the Dred 
tt decision, on the ground that the Free States ought 
not to enter the Union without a population equal to the 
Tepreseutative basis of one member of Congress, although 
Bare States might come in without inspection as to their 
Bomhers. 

Will any member of the Democratic party now here 
dahn that the authorities chosen by the sufflrages of the 
party transcended their partisan platforms, and so misre- 
presented the party in the various transactions I have 
recited r Then I ask him to name one Democratic 
■tateeman or legislator, ft-om Van Buren to Walker, 
who either timidly or cautiously like them, or boldly or 
defiantly like Douglas, ever reftuied to execute a 
behest of the slaveholders, and was not therefor, and 
fl»r no other cause, immediately denounced, and de- 
posed f^m his trust, and repudiated by the Democratic 
puty for that contumacy. 

I tUnk, fellow-citiaens, that I have shown you that It 
is high time for the friends of Freedom to rush to the 
rescue of Uie Constitution, and tiiat their very first duty 
Is to dismiss the Democratic party from the administra- 
tion of the Government. 

Why shall it not be done? All agree that it ought to 
be done. What, then, shall prevent its being done? 
Nothing but timidity or division of the opponents of the 
Democratic party. 

Some of these opponents start one objection, and some 
another. Let ns notice these objections briefly. One 
eiass say that they cannot trust the Republican party ; 
tliat it has not avowed its hostility to Slavery bolcUy 
cnoiij^, or its afllection for Freedom earnestly enough. 

I ask In reply, is there any other party which can be more 
safely trusted f Every one knows that it is the Republican 
parly or none, that shall displace the Democratic party. 
bat I answer fiurther, that the character and fidelity 
, ef 'Uiy party are determined, necessarily, not by its 
' pledges, programmes, and platforms, but by the public 
exigtndes, and the temper of the people when they call 
It Into activity. Subserviency to Slavery is a law writ- 
ten not only on the forehead of the Democratic party, 
but also in, its very soul — so resistance to Slavery, and 
devotion to Freedom, the popular elements now ac- 
tively working for the Republican party among the peo- 
ple, most and will be the resources for its ever-renewing 
strength and constant invigoration. 

Others cannot support the Republican party, because It 
it has not sufficiently exposed its platform, and deter- 
■lined what it will do, and what it will not do, when 
trlumphaat^ It may prove too progressive for some, and 



too conservative for others. As if any party ever foresaw 
so clearly the course of future events as to plan a univw- 
sal scheme for fliture action, adapted to all possible 
emergencies. Who would ever have Joined even the Whig 
party of the Revolution, If It had been obliged to answer, 
in 177A, whether it would declare for Independence in 
1776, and for this noble Federal Constitution of ours in 
I7e)7, and not a year earlier or later? 

The people of the United States will be as wise next 
year, and the year afterward, and even ten years hence, 
as we are now. They will oblige the Republican party 
to act as the public welfare and the interests of Justice 
and humanity shall require, through all the stages of its 



career, whether of trial or triumph. 

Others will not venture an effort, because they fear 
that the Union would not endure the change. Will 
such objectors tell me how long a Constitution can bear 
.a strain directly along the fibres of which it is com* 
posed ? This is a Constitution of Freedom. It is being 
converted into a Constitution of Slavery. It is a repub- 
lican Constitution. It is being made an aristocratic one. 
Others wish to wait until some collateral questions con- 
cerning temperance, or the exercise of the elective fran- 
cliise are properly settled. Let me ask all such persons, 
whether time enough has not been wasted on these 
points already, without gaining any other than this 
single advantage, namely, the discovery that only one 
thing can be effectually done at one time, and that the 
one thing which must and will be done at any one time 
is Just that thing which is most urgent, and will no 
longer admit of postponement or delay. Finally, we 
are told by faint-hearted men that they despond; the 
Democratic party, they say, is unconquerable, and the 
dominion of Slavery is consequently inevitable. I 
reply to them, that the complete and universal dominion 
of Slavery would be intolerable enough when it should 
have come after the last possible effort to escape should 
have been made. There would, in that case, be left to 
us the consoling reflecUon of fidelity to duty. 

But I reply, further, that I know— few, I think, know 
better than I— the resources and energies of the Demo- 
cratic party, which is identical with the Slave Power. I 
do ample prestige to its traditional popularity. I know 
further— few, I think, know better than I— the difl&- 
culties and disadvantages of organising a new political 
force like the Republican party, and the obstacles it 
must encounter in laboring ifithout prestige and without 
patronage. But, notwithstanding all this, I know that 
the DemocraUc party must go down, and that the Re- 
publican party must rise into its place. The Demo- 
catic party derived its strength, originally, from its 
adoption of the principles of equal and exact Justice to 
all men. So long as it practiced this principle faith- 
fully, it was invulnerable. It became vulnerable when 
it renounced the principle, and since that time it has 
mahitalned itself, not by virtue of its own strength, or 
even of its traditional merits, but because there as yet 
had appeared in the political field no other party that 
had the consdence and the courage to take up, and 
avow, and practice the life-insphing principles which 
the Democratic party had surrendered. At last, the 
RepubUcan party has appeared. It avows now, as the 
Republican party of 1800 did, in one word, its faith and 
its works, '* Equal and exact Justice to all men." Even 
when it first entered the field, only half organized, it 
struck a blow which only Just failed to secure complete 
and triumphant victory. In this, its second campaign, 
it has ah*eady won advantages which render that tri- 
umph now both easy and certain. 

The secret of its assured success lies in that very char- 
acteristic which, in the mouth of scoffers, constitutes its 
great and lasting imbecility and reproach. It lies in 
the fact that it is a party of one idea ; but that idea is a 
noble one— an idea that fills and expands all generous 
souls ; the idea of equality— the equality of all men be- 
fore human tribunals and human laws, as they all are 
equal before the Divine tribunal and Divine laws. 

I know, and you know, that a revolution has begun. 
I know, and all the world knows, that revolutions never 
go backward. Twenty Senators and a hundred Repre- 
sentatives proclaim boldly in Congress to-day sentiments 
and opinions and principles of Freedom which hardly so 
many men, even in this free State, dared to utter in the;r 
own homes twenty; ears ago. While the Government 
of the United States, under the conduct of the Demo- 
cratic party, has been all that time suirendering cue 
plain and castle after another to Slavery, the people of 
the United States have been no less steadily and perse 
veringly gathering tagether the forces with which to re> 
cover back again all the fields and all tlie castles which 
have been lost, and to confound and overthrow, by one 
decisive blow, the betrayers of the Constitution and 
Freedom forever. 
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''NEGRO SLAVERY NOT UNJLST." 



A SPEECH BY CHARLES O'CONOR, 
At the Union Meeting at the Academy of Mueicy New York City, Dec 19, 1859. 



Mb. Matokano Gixtlbmui: I cannot express to yon 
the delight which I experience in beholding in this great 
city 80 rait an assembly of my fellow citiaens, convened 
for the purpose stated iu your resolutions. I am delight- 
ed beyond measure to behold at this time so vast an 
assembly responding to the call of a body so respectable 
as the twenty thousand New Yorkers who have convened 
this meeting. If anything can give assurance to those who 
doubt, and confidence to tho«e who may have had mis- 
givings as to the permanency of our institutions, and Uie 
solidity of the support which the people of the North are 
prepared to give ttiem, it is that in the queen city of the 
New World, in tiie capital of North America, there is 
assembled a meeting so large, so respectable, and so 
unanimous as this meeting has shown itself to be in re- 
ceiving sentimenu which, if observed, must protect our 
Union from destruction, and even from danger. (Ap- 
plause.) Gentlemen, it It not a sul^ect of astonishment 
that the idea of danger, and the still mora dreadful idea 
of dissolution, should be iieard from the lips of an Ameri- 
can citisen, ac this day, in reference to, ur in connection 
with, the sacred name of this most sacred Union? 
(Applause.) Why gentlemen, what is our Union f Whut 
are its antecedents ? What is its present condition ? If 
we ward off the evils which threaten it, what its future 
hope for us and for the great family of mankind i Wby 
gentlemen, it may well be said of this Union as a govern- 
ment, that as it is the last off^ipring, so is it Time's most 
glorious and beneficent production. Gentlemen, we are 
created by an Omniscient Being. We are created by a 
Being not only All-Seeing, but All-Powerful and All- Wise. 
And in the benignity and the farseeing wisdom of Hia 
power. He permitted the great family of mankind to live 
on, to advance, to improve, step by step, and yet permit- 
ted five thousand years and upward to elapse ere lie laid 
the foundation of a truly free, a truly happy, aud a truly 
Independent empire. It was not,- gentlemen, until t^at 
great length of time had elapsed, that the earth was 
deemed mature for laying the foundations of this migtity 
and prosperous State. It was then that Ue inspired tlie 
noble-minded and chivalrous Gknoese to set forth upon 
the trackless ocean and discover the empire that we now 
enjoy. But a few years, comparatively, had elapsed 
when there was raised up in this blessed laud a set of men 
whose Uke had never before existed upon the face of this 
earth. Men unequalled in their perceptions of the true 
principles of justice, in their comprahenslve benevolenue, 
in their capacity to lay safely, justly, soundly, and with 
all the quaiitles which should insure permanency, the 
foundations of an empire. It was In 1776, and iu this 
country, that there assembled the first, the very first, 
assembly of rational men who ever proclaimed, in clear 
and undeniable form, the immutable principles of liberty, 
and consecrated, to all time I trust, in the face of tyrants, 
and in opposition to their power, the rights of nations and 
tixa rights of men. (Applause.) These patriots, as soon 
as the storm of war had passed away, sat down and 
framed that instrument upon which our Union rests, the 
Constitution of the United dtates of America. (Applause.) 
And the question now before us is neither more nor less 
than this : whether that Ooostitution, consecrated by the 
blood shed in that glorious Revolution, consecrated by 
the signature of the most illustrious man who ever lived, 
George Washington (applause)— whether that instrument, 
accepted by the wisest and by the best of that day, and 
accepted In convention, one by one, in each and every 
State of this Union — that instrument from which so many 
blessings have flown — whether that instrument was con- 
ceived in crime, is a chapter of abominations ^cries of 
'* No, no,'*) is a violation of justice, is a league between 
strong-handed but wicked-heairted white men to oppress, 
and unpoverish, and plunder their fellow-creatures, con- 
trary to rectitude, honor and justice. (Applause.) This 
Is the question, neither more nor less. We are toll fk'om 

tlpits, we are told from tbe political rostrum, ve &.*e 



told in the legislative assemblies of our Northern Stata, 
not merely by speakers, but by distinct resolationi of tbt 
whole body— we are told by gentlemen occupying seats In 
the Congress of the Union through the votes of Northern 
people — that the Constitution seeks to enshrine, to protect, 
to defend a monstrous crime against Justice and humftolty, 
and that it is our duty to defeat its provisions, to oatwit 
them , if we cannot otherwise get xid of their efllbot, taiA to 
trample upon the rights which it has declared ahan be pco- 
tected and insured to our brethren of the South. (A^ 
plause.) That is now the doctrine advocated. And I asic 
whether that doctrine, necessarily involving tbe destmo- 
tion of our Union, shall be permitted to prevail m tt has 
hitherto prevailed ? Gentlemen, I trust yoa wiU excuse me 
for deliberately coming up to and meetmg this qnestlMif^ 
not seeking to captivate your fancies by a trick of words 
—not seeking to exalt your imaginations by deolamatltB 
or by any effort at eloquence — but meeting this qaestfOB 
gravely, sedately, and soberly, and asking you iHutt fate 
be our course In relation to it? Gentlemen, the Oonettia> 
tion guarantees to the people of the Southern States the 
protection of their slave property. In that respect It Is a 
solemn compact between the North and tbe South. As a 
solemn compact are we at liberty to vi(date it f (Ciles ef 
** No, no r') Are we at liberty to seek or take any mesa, 
petty advantage of it? (Cries of " No, no I") Are we at 
liberty to con over its particular words, and to restrid and 
to limit its operation, so as to acquire, lukler sneh nanev 
construction, a pretence of risdit by hostfle and adverse 
legislation ? ('' No, no 1")— to interfere with the InterssM, 
woimd the feelings, ani trample on Uie political rights of 
our Southern fellow-ciUzens? ("No, no, no 1") No. gentle- 
meiL If it be a compact,and has anytlting sacred in »,we are 
bound to observe it in good faith, honestly and hcMU»«bhr, 
not merely to the ietter, but fully to the spirit, and not la 
any mincing, half-way, unfair, or ilUberal constroctloD. 
seeking to satisfy the letter, to e^ve as little as we can, and 
thereby to defeat the spirit. (Applause.) That may be the 
way that some men keep a contract about the sale of a howe 
or of a chattel, but it is not the way honest men observe con* 
tracis, even in relation to the most trivial things. (^ Trae/* 
and applause.) What has been done, having a tendency 
to disturb harmony under this Constitution, and to break 
down and destroy the union now existing- betwe^i these 
States? Why, gentlemen, at an early period the anbjeot 
of Slavery, as a mere philosophical question, was discussed 
by many, and its justice or iigustice made the sabjeet of 
argument leading to various opinions. It mattered Bttla 
how long this discussion should last, while It was confined 
within such limits. If it had only led to the formation of 
societies like the Shakers, who do not believe in matri- 
mony ; societies like the people of Utah, destined to a 
short career, who believe in too much of it (laughter) ; or 
societies of people like the strong-minded women of our 
country, who believe that women aro much better qnall- 
fied than men to perform the functions and offices asQaUy 

fterformed by men (laughter) — and who probably would, 
f they had their way, simply change the order of proceed- 
ings, and transfer the husband to the kitchen, and tiiem- 
selves to the field or the cabinet (Laughter and t^ 
plause.) So long, I say, as this sentiiientalitv touching* 
Slavery confined Itself to the formation of parties and so- 
cieties of this description, it certainly could do no great 
harm, and we might satisfy ourselves with the maxim that 
" Error can do little harm as long as truth is left free to com- 
bat it." But unfortunately gentlemen, this seiltiraentaliiy 
has found its way out of the meeting-houses— from among 
pious people, assemblies of speculative philosophers, and 
societies formed to benefit the Inhabitants of Barioboola- 
gha — it has found its way into Uie heart of the selfish poQ- 
ticlan ; It has been made the war-cry of party ; it has been 
made the instrument whereby to elevate not merely tr 
personal distinction and social rank, but to political power 
Throughout the non-slaveholdlng States of this Unkm, men 
hafe been thus elevated who aidvocate * oottx-s,i of ooci- 
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iaot neceflBarily exaiperatlng the South, and the natural 
effect of whose teachhiga renders the Southern people Inse* 
cure in their property and their lives, making it a matter 
of doubt eadi night whetlier they can safely retire to their 
tlunbers without sentiies and guards to protect them 
against incursions troux the North. I say the effect has 
btim to elevate, on the strength of tlUs sentiment, such 
nen to power. And what is tiie result — the condition of 
things at this day ? Why, gentlemen, the occasion tliat : 
calls OS together is the occurrence of a raid upon the ; 
State of Yirginia by a few oisguided fanatics — followers of j 
these ductiiues, with arms in their hands, and bent upon ' 
rapine and murder. I called them followers, but they ' 
should be deemed leaders. They were the best, the bravest, ' 
and the most virtuous of ail the abolition party. {Ap' 
plause.) On the Lord's day, at the hour of still repoee, 
they armed the bondman with pikes brought from the 
North, that he mi^t slay his master, his master*s wife, and 
his master's little children. And immediately succeeding to 
U~«ft this very instant— what is the political question pend> 
lag bef OTO Congress f 

A hook, substantially encouraging the same course of 
proTQcation toward the South which has been long pur- 
•ood, is openly recommended to circulation by sixty-eight 
xaemben of your Congress. (Cries of ** Sluune, on them." 

Splaose, and hisses.) — Recommended to circulation by 
Ij-eight members of your Congress, all elected in North- 
ern States (hisses and applause>--every one, I say, elected 
from non-euiveholding States. And with the assistance of 
Uieir associates, some of whom lu>ld their offices by your 
votea, there is great danger that they will elect to the 
highest office in that body, where be will dt as a repre* 
lenkatiTe of the whole North, a man who nnited in causing 
that book to be distributed through the South, carrying 
poison and death in ItM polluted leaves. (" Hang him I" 
•Bd applause.) Is it not fair to say that this great and 
gloiloas Union is menaced when such a state of things is 
Foand to exist f when such an act is attempted? Is it 
reasonable to expect that our brethren of the South wHl 
cnln^y lit down (" No") and submit quietly to sudi an 
outrage f (Cries of " No, no.") Why, gentlemen, we 
greatly exceed them in numbers. The non-slaveholding 
Btateo are by far the more populous ; they are increa^g 
didly in numbers and in population, and we may soon 
orerwhelm the Southern vote. If we continue to fill the 
haUe of legislation with abolitionists, and permit to occupy 
the execouve chair men who declare themselves to be en- 
listed in a crusade agfdnst Slavery, and against the pro- 
vUons of the Constitution which secure that species of 
property, what can we reasonably expect firom the people 
of the South but that they will pronounce the ConstituUon, 
with an its glorious associations, with all its sacred memo- 
riee— this Uuion, with its manifold present and promised 
bleadngs — an unendurable evil, threatening to crush and 
to deetroy their most vital interests— to make their coun- 
ter * wildemess. Why should we expect them to submit 
to ■oeh a line of conduct on our part, and recognise us as 
bretliren, or unite with us in perpetuating the Union f 

lor mj part I do not see anything unjust or unreason- 
able in me declaration often made by Southern members 
on this subject. Thev tell us : "If you will thus assail 
oa with IncentUary pamphlets, if you will thus create a 
n^t in your country which leads to violence and blood- 
shed among us, if you will assail the institution upon 
which the prosperity of our country depends, and will ele- 
Tate to office over us men who are pledged to aid in such 
transactions, and to oppress us by hostile legislation, we 
eannot — much as we revere the Constitution, greatly as 
we estimate the blessings which would flo\f from its 
Cslthfttl enforcement— we cannot longer depend on your 
compliance with its injunctions, or adhere to the Union." 
Vor my part, gentlemen, if the North continues to con- 
duct Itself in the selection of representatives to the 
Congress of the United States as, from, perhaps a certain 
dq;ree of negligence and inattention. It has heretofore 
conducted ItseU^ the South is not to be censured if it 
withdnkws from the Union. (Hisses and aj>plause. A 
▼olce — "that^s so." Three cheers for the Fugitive Slave 
Law.) We are not, gentlemen, to hold a meeting to say 
tbat ** We love this Union ; we delight in it ; we are 
prond of it ; it blesses us, and we ei\|oy it ; but we shall 
fill all its offices with men of our own choosing, and, our 
brethren of the South, you shall enjoy its glorious past ; 
Toa shall enjoy its mighty recollections ; but it shall 
trample your lostitutlons In the dust." We have nc 
ri^t to say it. We have no right to exact so muc^v 
and an opposite and entirely different course, fellow- 
dliseos. must be ours— must be the course of the great 
KorthfU we would preserve this Union. (Applause, 
aBderiesof"Ck>od.") 

And, gentlemen, what is this glorious Union ? What 
aust we sacrifice if we exasperate our brethren of the 
iaath, and compel them, by ixjcstice and breach of 



compact, to separate from us and to dissolve It f Why 
gentlemen, the greatness and glory of the American nasM 
will then he a thing of yestei day. The glorious Revo- 
lution of the thirteen States will be a Revolution not 
achieved by U4, but by a nation that has ceased to exist. 
The name of Washington will be, to us at least at the . 
North (cheers), but as the name of Julius Caasar, or of 
some other great hero wlio has lived in times gone by, 
whose nation has perished and exists no moie. The 
Declaration of Independence, what will that be ? Why, 
the declaration of a State that no longer has plaoe 
among the nations. All these bright and glorious recol- 
iectiuns of ttie past must cease to be our property, and 
become me-e meuiorlals of a by-goue race and people. 
A line must divide the North from the South. What will 
be the conseauences ? W^ili this mighty city — growing 
as it now is, with wealth pouring Into it from every por- 
tion of this mighty empire — will it continue to flourish as 
it has done ? ^Cries of " No, no 1") Will your marble 
palaces that line Broadway, and raise thebr proud tops 
toward the sky, continue to increase, until, as Is now 
promised under the Union, it shall present the most 
glorious picture of wealth, prosperity, and happiness, 
that the world has ever seen? (Applause.) No ! gen- 
tlemen, no t such things cannot be. I do not say that 
we will starve, that we will perish, as a people, if we 
separate from the South. I admit, that if the line be 
drawn between us, they will have their measure of pros- 
perity, and we will have ours ; but meagre, small in the 
extreme, compared with what is existing and promised 
under our Union, will be Uie prosperity of each. 

Truly has it been said here to-night, that we were 
made for each other; separate us, and although yon 
may not destroy us, you reduce each to so low a scale 
that weU mi^t humanity deplore the evil courses that 
brought about the result. True, gentlemen, we would 
have left, to boast of, our share of the glories of the Revo- 
lution. The Northern States sent forth to the con^ct 
their bands of heroes, and shed their blood as freely as 
those of the South. But the dividing line would take 
away from us the grave of W^ashlngton. It is in his own 
beloved Virginia. (Applause and cheers.) It is In the 
State and near the spot where this treason that has been 
growing up in the North, so lately culminated in violence 
and bloodshed. We would lose the grave — we would 
lose all connection with the name of Washington. But 
our philanthropic and pious friends who fain would 
lead us to this result, would, of course, comfort us with 
the consoling reflection that we had the glorious memory 
of John Brown in its place. cUreat laughter and cheers.) 
Are you, gentlemen, prepared to make the exchange? 
(Cries of " No, no.") Shall the tomb of Washington, 
that rises upon the bank of the Potomac, receiving its 
tribute from every nation of the earth— sliall that become 
the property of a foreign State— a Stete hostile to us in 
its feelings, and we to ft In ours? Shall we erect a monu- 
ment among the arid hills at North Elba, and deem the 
privUege of making pilgrimages thither a recompense 
for the loss of every glorious recollection of the past, 
and for our severance from the name of Washington f 
He who is recognized as the Father of his Country f 
(Cries of "No, no," and cheers.) No, gentlemen, we 
are not prepared, I trust, for this sad exchange, this 
fatal severance. We are not prepared, I trust, either to 
part with our glorious past or to give up the advantages 
of our present happy condition. We are not preparisd 
to relinquish our affection for the South, nor to involve 
our section in the losses, the deprivation of blessings 
and advantages necessarUy resulting to each from dis 
union.. Gentlemen, we never would have atteined the 
wealth and prosperity as a nation which is now onrs. 
but for our connection with these very much reviled and 
injured slaveholders of the Southern States. And, gen- 
tlemen, if dissolution is to teke place, we must part with 
the trade of the South, and thereby surrender our parti- 
cipation in the wealth of the South. Nay, more— we are 
told from good authority that we must not only part 
with the slaveholding States, but that our younger sister 
with the golden crown— rieh, teeming CaUfornia, she 
who added the final requisite to our greatness as a 
nation— will not come with us. She will remain with 
the South. 

Oeotlemen, If we allow this course of injustice toward 
the South to continue, these are to he the consequences — 
evil to us, evil aliio to them. Much of all Utat we are 
most proud of; much of all that contributes to our pros- 
perity and greatness as a nation, must pass away from 
us. 

The question is — should we permit It to be contianed, 
and submit to all these evils? Is there any reason to 
Justify such a course? There is a reason preached to Ui 
for permitting it. We are told that Slavery Is ux\just ; we 
are told that it is a matter of conscience to put it down; 
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John Browii*8 Bentlmento are ri|^t; and their denun- 
datloni ag&inst the Conttitatlon, and against the moat 
baDoi^ed names connected with it, are perfectly Justifla- 
Me. 

The Mends of truth — the patriotic Americana who would 
flostain their country's honor against foreign rivalry, and 
defend thehr country's Interests against all assidlants, err 
greatly when they contend with these men on any point 
but one. Their general principles cannot be refuted; 
their logic Is irresistible ; the error, if any there be, is in 
their premises. They assert that negro Slavery is rn^iist. 
This, and this alone, of all they say, is capable of being 
fftirly argued against. 

If this proposition cannot be refuted, our Union cannot 
endure, and it ought not to endure. 

Our negro bondmen can neither be extemdnated nor 
transported to Africa. They are too numerous for either 
process, and either, if pracucable, would hivolve a viola- 
tion of humanity. If they were emancipated, they would 
relapse into barbarism, or a set of negro States would 
arise in oar midst, possessing political equality, and enti- 
tled to social equality. The division of parties would soon 
make the negro members a powerful body in Congress — 
would place some of them in high political stations, and 
occasionally let one into the executive chair. 



It is In Tab to say that thb eould be endured; ft b dta* 
plyimposslble. 

What, then, remains to be dtscnssed ? 

The negro race it upon na. With a Gonsthatlon whkt 
held them in bondage, our federal Union might be pr» 
served ; bat if so holdmg them in bondage be a thing fbr 
bidden by God and Nature, we cannot lawfully so bok 
them, and the Union must perish. 

Thb it the inevitable result of that conflict which has 
now reached its climax. 

Among us at the north, the sole question for reflection, 
study, and friendly interchange of thought should be — Is 
negro Slavery uojust? The raUonal and dispassionate 
inquirer wHl find no difficulty in arriving at my conchi- 
sion. It is fit and proper ; it Is, in it§ own nature, a* ao 
institution, beneficial to both races ; and the effect of this 
assertion u not diminished by our admitting that maoy 
fkults are practised under it. Is not sach the fact In r»> 
spect to all human laws and institutions f 

I am, gentiemen, with great respect, yours truly, 

CUABLB 0*CoirOB. 

To Messrs. Leiteh, Burnet A Co. ; Geo. W. A Jehial Bead; Brwttt 
Brother A Seaver ; 0. U. Hatch A Co. ; DaN-ia, Noble A Oo. : 
Wesson A Cox ; Cronin, Uurxthal A Sears ; At water, MaUM 
A Co. 



HERSCHEL V. JOHNSON 

ON SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES. 



On the 7th of July, 1848, while the bill to 
establish the Territorial GK>Ternment of Oregon 
was under consideration in the United States 
Senate, the Hon. Herschel Y. Johnson, then a 
member of the Senate, from Georgia, and now 
a candidate for Yice-President on the ticket 
with Mr. Douglas, made a lengthy speech from 
which we extract the following : 

It remains now to consider the question involved In 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from Bilssie- 
•ippl (Mr. Davis). That question is, whether it is the 
duty of Congress to guarantee to the slaveholder, who 
■hall remove with his salves into the territory of the 
United States, the undisputed enjoyment of his property 
in them, so long as it continues to be a Territory. Or, 
in other words, whether the inhabitants of a Territory, 
during their Territorial condition, have the right to pro- 
hibit Slavery therein. 

For the purpose of this question, it matters not where 
the power of legislating for the Territory resides — 
whether exclusively in Congress, or Jointly in Congress 
and the inhabitants, or exclusively in the inhabitants of 
the Territory; the power Is precisely the same — ^no 
greater in the hands of one than the other. In no event, 
can the slaveholder of the South be excluded from 
settling in such Territory with his property of every 
description. If the right of exclusive legislation for the 
Territories belongs to Congress, then I have shown that 
they have no Constitutional power, either expressed or 
implied, to prohibit Slavery therein. But suppose that 
Gongress have the riglit to establish a Territorial Gov- 
«rnment only, and that then, all further governmental 
control ceases ; can the Territorial Legislature pass an 
act prohibiting Slavery? Surely not. For the mo- 
ment you admit the right to organize a Territorial Gov- 
ernment to exist in Congress, you admit, necessarily 
•he subordination of the people of the Tenritory — their 
lependence on this Government for an organic law to 
give them political existence. Hence all their legisla- 
tion must be in conformity with the organic law ; they 
oan pass no act in violation of it — none but such as per- 
mits. Since, therefore, Gongress has no power, as I 
have shown, to prohibit Slavery, they cannot delegate 
0uch a power to the inhabitants of the Territory ; they 
oannot authorize the Territorial Legislature to do that 
which they have no power to do. The stream cannot 
rise higher than its source. This is as true In govern- 
ments as in physics. 

It is idle, however, to discuss this question in this form; 
For If Congress possess the power to organize temporary 
governments, it must then possess the power to legislate 
for the Territories. If they may perform the greater, they 
may the less ; the m^Jor Includes the minor proportion. 



Hence Gongress has, in aU cases ^ce the foundation of 
our government, reserved a veto upon the legislation of 
the territcfrial governments ; U ia abaoluUXy neceuaryi 
in order to restrain tiiem from violations of the Oon8tltt>> 
tion and infringements of the rights of the States, as Joint 
owners of the public lands. If. therefore, the act or the 
Territorial Government, prohibiting Slavery, should be sent 
up to Congress for approval, they would be bound to wttb^ 
hold it, upon the ground of its being an act wliich CmignM 
themselves could not pass. 

But suppose the right of legislation for the Territory 1>e 
in its Inhabitants, can they prohibit Slavery ? Surslff not; 
and for reasons similar to those which show that Congress 
cannot. 

The Territories are not independent of, but •abmidlnate 
to, tiie United States ; and therefore their legblatlMi mnil 
be subordinate. Let us loolc at some of the HmJUatlMai 
which this con(Ution imposes. Under the CooetltatioiL 
"No tltie of nobility shall be granted by the United 
States ;" " Congress shall mal£e no law respecting the ee- 
tablishment of religion, or pertahiing to the fTee ezwcias 
thereof; no religious test shall be required as a qaaUflca> 
tion to any office or public trust under the United States,** 
etc. It Is true, these restrictions do not apply In terms 
to the Territories ; but will it be contended for a moment 
that they would have the right by legislation to lay theas 
impositions upon citizens of the States who emigrate 
thither for settlement ? . • • 

Sovereignty follows the ownership of the domain, and 
therefore the sovereignty over the Territories la In the 
States in their confederated capacity ; hence the reaioa 
that the legislation of Congress, as the agent of the Statea 
respecting the Territories, must be limited by the object 
of the trust, the situation and nature of the prope rty to 
be administered, and the respective rights of the proper 
owners. Now, if the sovereignty over tiie Terrltoriee k 
in the States, and the right of lei^atlon not in Congress, 
but in the inhabitants of the Territories, it is evident that 
they can have no higher right of legislation than Gongress 
could have ; they must be bound by limitations Jnet meiD* 
tioned ; and if the prohibition of Slavery in the Territories 
by Congress be incionsbtent with these limitations, its pnv 
hibition by the territorial legislature would be so Bkewisa. 

If possessing the right of legislation, the inhabitants of 
the Territories are bound by the limitations to which I 
have alluded, it may be asked, who holds the check upon 
their action ? I reply, that it is indispensable for Con- 
gress to exercise the veto upon their legislation. Who 
else shall prevent their passmg laws in violation of tiw 
equal rights of the States in the Territory, which is the 
common property of all ? Without the retention of a veto 
upon the legislation of the Territorial Governments, 
would make the inhabitants of the Territory independe* 
of Congress ; aye, it would establish the proposition, tfe 
the moment you conquer a people they rise iuperior 
the government that conquers. New-Mexico and CaT 
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Ida are ours by ti eaty • but for all the purpose! of this ar- 
gument, we have acquired them by conquest. To assert, 
ttaerefore, that they hare tlie right to legislate over all 
•abjects — to prohibit Slavery, despite the consent of .the 
United States — is to say that, by our conquest of tiiem, 
they become iuvested with rights superior to those of 0(m- 
gress. The institution of Slavery is ffuarauUMl by the 
Constitution of the United States, and it has th6 tamt 
protection thrown around it which guards our citizens 
against the granting of titles of nobility or the establish- 
ment of religion ; Hitrtfor* CongreHti would be cm tnttch 
bomul to veto an act of Territonal legislation prohibiting 
It, as an act violating these rights of every citizen of the 
Bepublic. . . . 

Mr. Mangum. — ^This is a free Territory (New-Mexieo) I 
am now speaking about. Suppose a North Carolinian emi- 
^ates to NeW'Mexico with his slaves ? they must either be 
recognized as property, or not ; who has the right to deter* 
mine that question? 

Mr. Johnson. — I thltik that question has already been 
decided by the late treaty (with Mexico >. . . Now, is not 
Slavery in the United States a political as well as a muni- 
dpal institution ? It is municipal, in that its entire control 
and continuance belong to the State in which it exists ; and 
it is political, because it is recognized by the organic law 
of the Confederacy, and cannot be changed or altered by 
Congress, without an amendment to the Constitution ; and 
because it is a fundamental law, that three-fifths of the 
slaves are represented in the National Legislature. Being 

K»litlcal, u[>on the execution of the Treaty of Cession with 
exico, it extended eo inntamU^ over the Territories of 
New-Mexico and California. TI»en, I say, if a fellow-citi- 
len of the Senator from North Carolina (Mr. Mang^om) 
were to remove with his slaves Into New-Mexico, his right 
to their use and service is guaranteed by the Constttution 
of the United States, and no power, on earth can deprive 
l]im of them, . . It is a misapplication of terms to speak 
of prohibiting Slavery in the temtory of the United States. 
It already exists in contemplation of law, and the legisla- 
tion proposed (prohibition) amounts ta aboHtfon. . . . 

But suppose, Mr. President, you have the right to pro- 
hibit Slavery in Uie Territories of the United States, what 
high political consideration requires you to e](^rcise it? 
All must see, that it cannot be effected without producing 
a popular cowouhtion which toiU probably diwoUoe 
HUa union. 
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CAPITAL SHOULD OWN LABOR. 
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Mr. Herschel V. Johnson made a speech at a 
Democratic meeting in Philadelphia on the 17th 
of September, 1856, in which the newspapers 
report him as having said, among other things : 

** We believe that capital should own labor ; Is there 
any doubt that there must be a laboring class every- 
ivhere ? In all countries and under every form of social 
OTfanlzation there must be a laboring class — a class of 
m^lQ who get thehr living by the sweat of their brow ; and 
then there must be another class that controls and di- 
recta the capital of the country." 

KR. JOHNSON*S VIEWS ON POPULAR SOVEREIGNTT. 

After the adjournment of the Democratic 
National Convention from Charleston to Balti- 
more a Democratic State Convention met at 
Milledgeville, 6a., on the 4th of June, to take 
action in regard to the secession of most of the 
Ckorgia delegates at Charleston. It seems that 
a Business Committee of 24 was appointed, of 
which Herschel V. Johnson was one. This 
Committee disagreed as to the propriety of ap- 
pointing new delegates to Baltimore, the friends 
of the Seceders opposing and a few who pre- 
ferred to see Douglas elected to a dissolution 
of the party, favoring that step ; and the conse- 
quence wa8| that two reports were presented — 



a majority one by twenty members of the 
Committee, and a minority one by four mer 
bers which latter division included Herschtv 
V. Johnson who, as chairman, introduced the 
minority report. 

The two reports were discussed by various 
per8ons, Mr. Johnson defending his, and Howell 
Cobb, Secretary of the Treasury, acting as pacifi- 
cator. The latter gentleman stated that there 
was ^* no difference in the principles enunciated 
in both the majority and minority reports. 
There were only two minor differences ; one 
was, that the majority report indorsed the 
secession from the Charleston Convention — 
while the minority neither indorsed nor cora^ 
mended the action of the Georgia delegates 
there." 

The result was, that the majority report was 
adopted by a vote of 299 to 41, when the 
minority, under the lead of Mr. Johnson, se- 
ceded, organized another Convention and ap- 
pointed a full delegation to Baltimore, who, 
after demanding their seats, withdrew their 
claims, and retired from the contest before the 
Convention had decided the question. 

The following is the report presented to the re- 
gular Milledgeville Convention by Mr. Johnson: 

UINORITT REPORT. 

J2e8ohedj That we reaflSrm the Cincinnati Platform* 
with the following additional propositions : 

Ist. That the citizens of the United States have an equal 
right to settle with their property o/ any kind ^In the 
organized Territories of the United States, and that under 
the decision of the Supreme Court of the United States in 
the case of Dred Scott, which we recognize as the correct 
exposition of the Constitution in this particular, «to«0 
property stands upon the eofltne footing oa all other 
descriptions of property y and that neitfter the General 
Govemmenij nor ant TiaRiTORiAL Governmbnt, can 
destroy or impair the right to sla've property in the 
common Territories, any more than the right to €my other 
description of property; that property of all kinds, 
slaves as well as any other species of property, in the 
Territories, stand upon the same equal and broad ConsU- 
tudonal basis, and subject to like principles of recognition 
andproteoHon in the hKoiaLATivK^jvdUAal and eaeovf 
tive aepartments of the Government. 

2d. Imat we will support any man who may be nomi- 
nated by the Baltimore Convention, for the Freddency, 
who holds the principles set forth in the foregoing pro- 
position, and who will give them his indorsement^ and 
that we will not hold ourselves bound to support any man, 
who may be the nominee, who entertains principles in^ 
consistent with those set forth in the above proposition, 
or who denies that slave property in the Territories 
does stand on an e<pMil footing^ and on the sam^ Oonsti- 
tuMonal basis of other descriptions of property. 

In view of the fact that a large majority of the delegate* 
from Georgia felt it to be their duty to withdraw from the 
late Democratic Convention at Charleston, thereby de- 
priving this 8tate of her vote therein, according to the 
dedsion of stdd Convention. 

BesoVeedy That this Convention will appoint twenty 
delegates— four fh>m the State at large, and two ttom. 
each Congressional District — ^to represent the Democratic 
party of Georgia, in the adjourned Convention at Balti- 
more, on the J 8th inst., and that said delegates be and 
they are hereby instructed io present the foregoing pro' 
positions^ and ask Ikeir ciaoption by the NationaH 
Democratic Convention. IIbrschbl V. Johnson, 

Thos. p. Saffoid, 
H. K. McCat, 

A. COLVARD. 
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TREASON AND DISUNION AVOWED. 



In ises, 08 uow, TtiaDy of tbe le&ding Slates- 
men and fdUora of ihe Demoorado party in the 
Southern Scatea nttered pradicUoM of Disunion, 
mado arguments for Diaunioa and very solemn 
threats of Disunion in caae they ahauld be 
beaten in the Presidential Election. Ur. Slidell, 
Senator from Louisiana, and the particular 
friend and champion of Hr. Buchanan, declared 
in I8S6 iliac " if Frcrnoat should be elected, 
(be Union would be dissoWed." He. Toombs, 
of Georgia, eaid "that iu Baoh an event Ihe 
Union would be diesolTed, and ought to be di» 
lolved ' Mr. Butler, of S. C, a leading mem- 
ber of the U, S. aeuate and chairman of the 
JudWary CommitMe in 18B6, Bud: 

ttia Boulb should nail ttag LcgliUUira of hia Stats id- 

V «^ ^M not. OBd tubmtt to U« diffradatloa. l/uj) 
uouM If M«rTe ihifiUi of ilaret. I tKo-aiA adviat mg 
LtffleUiture to go at thi tap ofth* dnttn, 

Ur. Keitt, of S, C, made a Sery Rpench at 
Ljuuhburgh, Ya., in ISliB and in view of the 
apprehended election of Col. Fremont, ei- 
otaimed : 



bit elecUcn !• a traitor and a eoaard. (EnthusiutlD 

This speech was iu{lorsed as "sound 
trine " by the Hon. John B, Floyd, of Va., 
Mr. Buchanan's Secretary of War. 

Ur. Preston S. Brooks was complimented for 
his attempted (and nearly succcssrul) assassi- 
natioD of Senator Sumner, by an ovation at the 
hands of his constituents at which Senators But- 
ler, S. C, and Toombs, of Oeorgia, a.a8i9ted. 
The beroof Ibe day, Mr. Brooks, made a, speech 
oo the occasion from which the fotlo#iiig \i bd 

W« bare lta« Inoa npini ns now ; ud bow are we to 
■iMtUf IMI/m, reUaw^ltiHDi, (ram Uia botiomDr 
09 haart, tbat Uw odIt mod* wbLsb t Iblnk avallahla ISr 
■wsUhk K Ujutt to ttar IA» (bnttUiMon i^ftJu UiiUd 
Slal*i,tramplt it undtr fioL andibm a Soulhtm 
CbUfiaeraair tvtrti Slatt ^iMeAaiUbtailacelUild- 
i_. »..,. (Load and profoniad ohe«r«.) Ibellerclt, 
i Id Ui« fu* ofmr t&i" i I beflaTe II on m/ 



roipoiiilbUitr to Toil ai jour honored repreien(aUi 
that Iht oniy hopt of Iht SoalMi ht At Sirul&.ana 
tiat Me oitljt avaUatU hmoim qf maMng' thai iu>i» 
i/toUce it to eut atundtr lit Soadt thai cie iit to- 
— " iTj owl bUx our ttparait poMtOK ta tie family 

., _'iS 

OtUmtlmMOAnJC. . 

Nov, MlDW-dUieni. T naie tarn foa Yor rtanklj 
ud aadbguUedlT, Ibnt 1 believe tA> only Aapa cflke 
Boulk iM indtHolotitg the boadt kKUA Boiuuei lUiriOi 
Ilt4 Gotemmeni—in teparattng l\e Uvltig bndyfrom 

jUMur would poH a tcnttn^ who would not ttoear 
OuiUBattrT/ii right.'- . . , 

I ipeak onmrlndlvldual i9feaiWm.iJ : If FremnTit 
UMtettd Prftdtnt o/th, Unliid Btattt, lam />,' th. 
ptopl» in lAili- mnJtitf Hting abott He L. 
liadori.taJtingthtpc j----'^ >— ■ 



orf* nf iniM4m/,'*e'iuii upon Me Tr»a*iuir andfl^ 
chlrM o/IS« Gititrmnmi. (Applaon, ) 

The Charleston "Mercury," the recogniied 
organ of the South OaroUoa Detnocraoj, In a 
recent aiUcle sajB : 

UpoiLVitpoiiefrfdifoiBinf tktIMon,qf Mnarvt- 
ing th4 ScMhfiM itr <w4&<n> n tmiei, amaatlat- 
tiiAJ»g a HHititm Oenfldvaaif, partitt, prum, poU- 
tietaiK.iHldpfoplt,aHauniL nar* tifwf sriafit 
pvblti fiWA In her tfmtd, not (hh iffktrpnttiU rtpr*- 
•entoMoM or ttnalart in Cbmgitu wAo M mrlpMfS 
tolhetipit»/avir<!fiUnKi4oii, Iiiilead,wewairr«a«B- 
borUiBl DOeoftbeBiDnpiDialBeMlMidanot tkaMtbs* 
railon pan/, when tainted wilb lobmlMloti, rabnkad a* 
ibought b; aarlni, " Utat t» onnMiaf oeeMfoK, kt m^ 
toot a itip baeSeard to itNk* a Uoa mor* dta4lf 
agatiitt IM fofiM." 

In the autumn of 1896, Henry A. Wise, then 
aorcrnor of Virginia, told the people of tbat 
State that — 

The Sautb could not, wltboot degradi 
Ibe olegUoQ ot a Black RepnbUcan FrM 

me we iboiild tabnlt to the daeUoD of a , 

can, aoder drcainetaacBe Uke tbeie,li to tell Ufltliat 
VlriliilK and tbe ftnutecD Slav* Btaiss ans alrea^r nl|)a- 
gnied and degraded, [chears ;] tbat Ihe HuLbera fWt 
ore wilhoil eplrll, and wUbout porpoa* to dated tbe 
righu they kaow aad due not mabitdD. [Ctaeen] It 
^oa flubmjt 10 the eteetloii of FremoDt, joa wU ptun 



t RepnbUcanTrtBtdeU. To M 



During the Presidontial camp^gn of IBBA, tW 
Washington correspondent of the "NewOtfeui 
Delta," a journal high In the conSdenoe of tlw 
Pierce admitustratiOQ, wrote : 

It li alieady arranged. In the aTCBi at FMBonh 
electlac, or a fallnra to elect br lb* peoola to eaU the 
L^laluTM nf Tlrglnla, Soath OaroUn 

Fremont eaa gat powMloa of the Acnr and^nrnvr asd 
Ibe ponfrMrfagi of gorenunent. Oovtrkfr Wtttittt- 
Keifyat'Oorlialrtadftn a< motttr. TUt Iriift nw 

ritu an l/i* Pf—ldtiittit tin rtm rtririci rry ir n n fwajilntal. 

At a Union meetins feoenlly held st Kntn- 

vUle, Tean,, Judge Daily, formeKy of Q«oi^^ 
made a violent southern speech, in the ooqtm of 



irittlotlitlravmhand>,gi 



oatest, OoTaniar Wb* had ad- 
wmnn LCHfiiB Hf au MM iouthoTQ gDremon, aad that 
onetotA4 Gonnutr nf Florida iad b4m aioM 
yi,inwMcAOon. WUeiaidAtliadimartt ' 
49 toprtveni Frtmontfrom takijkff kit h 



Charles J, Faulkner, formerly a Repreientt- 
tive it: Congress from Virginia, Chairman of the 
Democratic Congressional Committee, in IBftd, 
and now Minister to Franco, at a recent Demo- 
cratic iTieeling held in Virginia, over which he 
presided, said: 



IM nf ■(HM grmt and giJUd nrfiuAr to —t 
no6 afthoir contomporarUa Should Wft 
rd be elected In 1m6, where li tbe man iv« 
oho -toald not oMJbr tkt imptaokmml 
T Of Yirgintauke wuld ttiimUgn^ 



DISUNION AVOWED AT THE SOUTH. lYl 

that armory to p€U8 under tKe control qf 9uch an Em- the bleningB of SlaTeiy, Wu ihs religion of our DiHni 
ooutiteheadT MeuUr^ to the nttennoet ends of the earth ; and. rebeW 

The Richmond Fnauirer, long one of the Mj^d ijlclwdM the Yanke^^ 
leading exponents of the Southern Democracy, Whether we can obtain the Territory while the Unbn 
in commenting on tlie murderous assault on lasts, I do not know; I fear we cannot. But I would make 

Senator Sumner, said : !f ,^'''**'*/5°1l S?** " V '«^«d' I.^o'^d go out of the 

' Union, and try it there. I speak plainly— I would make a 

Sumner, and Sumner's friends, must be punished and si- refusal to acquire territory, l)ecau8e it was to be slave ter 

lenced. Either such wretches must be hung or put in the ritory, a cause for disunion, just ss I would make the refiA* 

penitentiary, or the South should prepare at once to quit sal to admit a new State, because it was to be a Slaye State, 

the Union. a cause for disunion. .... 

If Fremont Is elected, the Union will not last an hour The election of Mr. Seward, or any other man of hit 

after Mr. Pierce's term eicph-es. party, b not, per m, justifiable ground for dissolving tb« 

If Fremont is elected, it will be the duty of the South Vniim, But the act of putting the Government in th« 

lo dissolve the Union and form a Southern Gonfedera<7. hands of men who mean to use it for our subjugation, ought 

Let the South present a compact and uncUvided fh>nt to be resisted, even to the disruption of every tie that 

Let her. If possible, detach Pennsylvania and southern binds us to the Union. 

<Miio, southern Indiana, and southern Illinois, from the t««u«-«« -n^«:<. tt a G^n.f/>. f«««, 'Mr:^^:*^ 

Wortlj, and make thThighlandi between the Ohi« and the . Jeiferson DaTis, U. S. Senator from Missis- 

lakes the dividing line. Let the South treat with Califor- sippi, m an address to the people of bis State, 

ida ; and. If necessary, ally herself with Russia, with Cuba, July Q^ 1859, said : 

c^n.f^x. T»^»<»»n «r r*»/x.»:» ;« « o^^^^u ««-*i« ^^^ myself; I say, as I said on a former occasion. In 
Senator Iverson, of Georgia, in a speech made the contingrocy of the elecUon of a President on th« 

to his constituents previous to the assembling of platform of Mr. Seward*s Rochester speech, let the Union 

the second session of the 86th Congress, said : *>« dissolved. Let the '* great, but not the greatest of 

evils.*' come 

Slttverv mu9t Je maintained—in the Unton^ ifpoe- \r ny ' r * i v • ^ - ^^ i. :« 

HbU: out o/U, if necessary ; peaceably, if toe may, ^ ^r. Clay, of Alabama, m a recent speech m 

/brciSly if toe must, . the Senate, contemplating the possible defeat 01 

In a confederated government of their own, the South- his party in the coming Presidential contest, 

em States would ei^oy sources of wealth, prosperity, and f^f^Zff, 

E»wer, unsurpassed by any nation on earth. No neutra- ^ ' 
y laws would restram our adventurous sons. Our ex- I make no predictions, no promise for my State; 
pandlng policy would stretch far beyond present limits, but. In conclusion, will only say, that if she is faithfUl to 
Central America would join her destiny to our^ and so the pledges she has made and principles she has pro- 
would Cuba, now withheld firom us by the voice and votes fessed-^f she Is true to her own interest and her own 
of Abolition enemies. honor— if she is not recreant to all that State pride, in- 

niirino- rhp UtA momnnihip rnntP«t fnr SnPfttf Pr ^fS^^f »nd duty demand— she will never submit to your 
UUTing tne late memoraoie contest lor speaker, authority. I will add, that unless she and all th« 

the same Senator remarlsed, as follows : southern Stetes of this Union, with perhaps but two, or. 

Sir, I will teU you what I would do, if I had the control *f ™08t, three exceptions, are not faithless to the pledgee 

oC the southern members of this House and the other, when they have glren^fheyvnU never eubmtt to the ffovern^ 

you elect John Sherman. If I had control of the pubUc ^^^ of a President professing yo r politioalfaUh 

sentiment, the very moment you elect John Sherman, and elected ly your secttonal majority. 

^thua ghring to the South the example of insult as well as When Mr. Clay had taken his seat, Mr. Gwin, 

If^ury, I would walk, eveiy one of us, out of the Halls of c CsLMfnTnlA niadp 10 snpeoh in which he de- 

tUs Capitol, and consult our constituents; and I wooW "^ vauiornia, maae IP speecn in wnicn ne oe- 

never enter again until I was bade to do so by those who clared it as ** the inevitable result that the 

had the right to control me. Sir, I go farther than that South would prepare for resistance in the event 

•U'3Sf.r;^h7pS??t,TpXT;S,nhrSlS.p'S of A'"' d'H^ion of a KepubUcn President.'' 
on our rights. That is what I would do. On the 24th of January, 1860, the Hon. 

In an elaborate aneech delivered later in the ^^^^ Toomba, of Georgia, made a violent 

.^iLn kJ tv!l t«rn!^!n«*n. \^^ spcech in the Senate, on Mr. Douglas' Resolu- 

session dv the same Senator, he said; T j. ^. r t j* • /-. -^^ 

vcocui«ii uj u s. o « ^ uy^I , c oaiu. ^^^^ directiug thc Judiciary Committee to re- 

•.riS?:»p''r^iZ|h??!l;.l»ri:J?§£^Sf! !?>" .» tm for theprotecUon of each State and 
and that is a confederacy of States having no Incongruous Territory against invasion from any other State 
and opposhig elements— a confederacy of Slave States or Territory. Mr. Toombs commenced hia 

'5fS°&'^**??T*^''T***^^®' ^"5' » **'?!?♦ !2?J°" speech bv the announcement that the country 

stUutlons. Under such a confederated Republic, with a '^ . . / • 1 ^ /• • m j i* utt'i 

Constitution which should shut out the approach and en- ^^ »" the midst Of Civil war, adding, 1 leel 

trance of all incongruous and conflicting elements, which and know that a large body of these Senators 

should protect the institution from change, and keep the are enemies of my country." Mr. Toombs pro 

whole nation ever bound to its preservation, by an un- jj* lui. j*a x* 1. 

ehangeable fundamental Uw, the fifteen SUve States, with ceeded in an elaborate and vituperative speech 

thebr power of expansion, would present to the worid the tO prove that the people of the North had vio* 

most free, prosperous, and happy nation on the face of the lated the Constitution, by refusing to capture 

*1£,*Jrith*thesevieWs, and with the firm conviction which and return fugitive slaves to their masters in 

I have entertained for many years, and which recent events the South. 

have onlyseemed to conflnn, that the •' Urepresslble con- gi, j y^^^ ^^^^ mue mor, ^ add— nothing for myseK. 

got " between the two sections must and wfU p o°»_^d j fegi ^^^ i jj^ve no need to pledge my poor services to 

irith accumulated speed, and must end, in the Union, with f^^ great caus^-to my country. My State has spoken 

toe totaj cxtincUon of African Shivery in the southern for herselt Nine years ago a convention of her people 

States, that I have announced my determinaUon to ap- n^t and declared that her connection with this govern- 

prove and urge the southern States to dissolve the Union n^^nt depended upon the faithful execution of this fugitive 

imon the election of a Black RepubUcan to the PrMiden<?y gi^ve law, and her full ei^oyment of equal rights in the 

of the United Stat«^ by a sectional northern party, and common territories. I have shown that the one contbi- 

mon a platform of opposiUon and hostiUty to southern gency has ahready arrived ; the other waits only the suc- 

Bl^^^'y* cess of the Republican party In the approaching Preslden- 

Senator Brown, of Mississippi, in a recent tlal election. I was a member of that convention, and 

#neech to his conatituenta said • ■*®®^ *^*° *°^ ^^ pledged to Its acUon. I have falth- 

#peecn 10 nis consiliuenis, saia . ^^ labored to avert these calamlUes. I will yet labor 

I want Cuba; I want TamauUpas, Potosi, and one or untu this last contingency happens, fMthfully, honestly, 

- Im other Mexican States ; and I want them all for the and to the best of my poor abilities. When that time 
tame reason—for the pianUng and ^reading of Sla- comes, fireemen of Georgia redeem your pledge ; I am 
9ery. And a footing in Central America will powerftilly ready to redeem mine. Your honor is Involved— your 
■U «8 in acquiring those other States. Tes ; Ivfantthese UAOx Is pUghted. I know you feel a stain as a wound; 

- 'msuUHmfor ih$ spread qf Slavery, I would q>read yoor peace, yoor social system, your fireddes aro !»> 



A FOUTICAL TEST-BOOS rOB ISMk 



■utltatjont. It ererj d^ commlu uu of wnr Agaliul 
teue. lJ9;«Ti 10 " no Tain bbbbllagB," to no (reAchergiu 
mltted- Defend faunelreB; tiie enepif ti At jour doori 

Senator Cllngnian, of North Caroliaa, in a re- 
cent spfech, suya that " there are hundreds of 
diBunionisIs in the South now, where there vaa 
not ono ten years ago," and that In some of the 
States the men who would willinglj gee the 
Union di^eolved are in the majoritf. In con- 
rideriog the proper cause for disnnton, Ur. 
Cliogmaa continueB : 

dldtts of ttie Btecli RepubHoui paitf will furnlab ItaX 

No other " otcrl a<t( " anio ImpemUvely deauDd re- 
ditancc on our part u Iho iliuple eiecUoD of thofr caudt 
dHla. rheir orgBDluIion la one of avmed hoitUltj, lod 

(Mr. aewuHl). but app^ equ^ to an; meintwr of tho 
part; elect«l by IL U hu. In fact, beea auggeited tbat, 
HI a matter o( prudence, for the Dnt election ther ihoiild 
chooae a aouthera ftee-soller. Would the Colonlei bare 
■ubmlUed more vlUlQgly to Benedict Amidd tlian lo Lord 

Ur. Curry, of Alabama, a metnber of the 
House of Representatives, in a recent speech, 

HoweTcr dlitietofal It maj be to mj Mend from New 
YoittHi. OarkXlweirerinncb It mar nrolt the publ'- 
•enUment or convdence of thla eountrj, 1 am not uhami 
M afraid publicly to aTow that llM election of William 1 
Beward or Safanoa P. OhaM, ot any mob repreuntaOre 
.the BepoMlcan partr, upon a i«cuooal platfbnn, oniht 
beredsted to lb* rUirupIio^Df evcrrUe tlial l>lndi tt— 
Ooflfederacj together. (ApplauH on tJio Democrat 

Hr, Pugh, of the aame State, made a speech 
in the House, in which he said : 

If, with the eharaoter of the GoTemntenl iietl deBued, 
and tbe rlghti and prIfUefv* of (be partlea to the compact 
dearif aanertod bj il» DemooraUa parv, tbe Black Re- 

quesUoa !• funj prewnted, wbetber tb« Southeni i 
will remain lo the Union, a* nbjeet and degraded 



IamyJ,iiSB,enl,lheb 



Miiaoterelgiiaf 
! the only. 



outhem Oon 



latloi 

Hr. Moore, of the same State, said: 

1 da not concur with the declaration made 7Cflt«rday 

Black Kepohllcan to the Pceddenc^ wai not cauie far a 
^••olutloo of the Union. Wheneter a Preildent 1> elected 
bjr a fanaUcil nujorllj' at tiie North, thooe whom I repre- 
aent, as I believe, and the oalUnt State whicb 1 lu part 
repreaent, are reidj, let -' ■ ■ ■ 

lo ttile Unkm, we bave de 

Ur. Bonbam, a member of the House fr 
South Carolina, Said : 



Ted righta. an 



Ui party— call him bj wl 



hiak I ipeak at aenttaeBtaaduini 

c Sute of Boatb CaroUna, when I aa] 

Ur. Crawford, of Oeorgia, uid; 

Now, Id lentrd to tbe eleoiloa of a Black Banibttoaa 

esident, 1 EaTO tidi to uj, and 1 apeak the aenttnunl ot 

err I>emacrat on tbli floar trou Ibe BUlte of BtorA: 

1 will never tobmit to Ibe InaaiantlBi of a BUikXa- 

puhUcaa Frcddeot. (Applame Itom llu Demavattg 

benobah and Uawa from th« JbvutAain*.) I Mpaatll, 

dr-Hind 1 have aolboil^ lo nr ao— tbat no SeBuwratlo 

irceentatlTe from Georffla on Ima floor will erar aabialt 

tike Inaugoratkin of a Black Bepubllcan FreiUeU. 

S Renewed applauBO and hliaca.) . . . TZte moat eoo' 
ding of tbem aJ are, ilr, fbr ** eqaallty la tho Union or 
'-'—- mdenoe out of It;*' barliig loit all bope In the 









pie ofOoufla 



Kr. HcRae, formerly Governor of M ^,_, 

iw a member of the House of RepresentaliTta, 

recently (poke Id that body aa follows: 
I laid t« my oontUtuent^ and to the people at Ihe 

capital of mr Slate, on my way hero, that If bimA an 

the couTM wblchUie Slate would punua. It would be my 
prlTlkcetnsounael wHhlbemiu tu kljii [ tHilendlah* 
tbe proper eourae; aod 1 lald to tlieui, what I aay nn, 
asd will alway* aay In aueh au erent, tbat my eoaneel 

fcrence to the liui of ooDitltatlonal righti, and aonee- 
qaent dfgradaWon and dlahonor Id II, That It my poil" 

parly of the autc of Mluiulppl will malntalu. 

Mr. De Jamette, a member of tbe Home 
from Virginia, says ; 



Hr. Leake, also of Tirginia, declares : 
Virginia Iia> the right, when alie pleam, to withdraw 
■orn ihe OonfcUeracy. (AppUuM from the DemooraUo 
enchoi) , , . Tait ii iiet doctrine. We wfU not 

Hr. Singleton, of Missisuppi, says: 
You uk me when will ihe time (for dieunloa) gomai 
)icn wlU the South be united I It wUl bg when yoa 

) (riace inch a man 10 pteilde over the deilliilM of the 
le frl'eodi, and to tee all pattlct of Ihe South arrayed to 



uur. Letcher, ofVirginia, in hia recent mes- 
sage to the Legielature of his State, arowi the 
rankest dieuuion and revolutionary eentiraenta. 
Iq tills document, he declares that if a ltep«b- 
'■can Presiden '» elected in 1800, 

preMnt wmper ol the Sunthern people, It oa*»^ fra amd 



!• mftfKlHxI Is. TIm 



M ttavAoMinti Staitt, Tlie 1 



aARRISOKIAN VIEW OF DISIJKIOK. 

, lUcu and I til* CoiuSlulloa of Vat Uidlei 8utt>, li morally 

tt»pnbllc»n lartj, Is »n I IWciUly rldooi, IncotullteDt with the principli 

IM uot declare lliILt thp I i^mU and ImpcpUUc, by AdlbltUng tli&t eiarea a 
LalDing luoh HtitkueDU, ^ t^oemlei to be kepi Id labJecUDO, property to 
11, iHiipU ft) A« nf<*Mi( fry •°'' returned to '■^^ ovnen, 11111 pe 



TnE 






•oiHuC Ai Mt<rta€iu>2 fry Ml »uu]«r a nuntMt " 

The Hon. Williani L. Yanc;, a leading and 
prominGDl Demoonitio politician of AUbama, 
ftod formerly tricmber of Gongresa from thai 
State, wrote the folloniag letter in 1BG8, whicb 
the Wathington Statt; a Democrsiic Journal, 
reeentlj published under the title of Che " Scar- 
let Letter :" 



nlog) " We [d Ibe 9ne Sulci cunol fiy Inim the tbuaa 
ornUt«tthc liutHBllaii ot 8Iht«7, while then ire pro- 
tbEm of tlM OooMUmloii UnUnB lu to ^te It inpport. 
"^ thb nU«t an fUben, In frudiiK the ConHuuuaD, 
srrWIfnmUw light. Wo, Ihdr nUldren, «ee the path 



DuK Bii; Tonr k 
*(4Ted. 

£ hardly affre4 with 
oao h* mada that wiUcI 



MiB,ia 



losplace to a ptaler and hungrlm' iwarm or ftiee. 

_ ^aoMDSdj of the aouth Is not In >uch 1 procen. It 

I next Aggrwlon. It mutt corn* Id Ott 



t Boulhern mlod, glvt cou- 

the P.0Pl«KOaiKT i^MM 

«, ve con preoipUate Vn 

Xha Idea hai bten ihtdoved foitb Id the South b; 

Tht AOttrliHr (PoblMied at MoMrhhit. Alabama), 
■nderthe naouot" L«a|1ie or United SouthenHn," who, 
Inei^K up iheli old pari; relatlou on all other iiDca- 
tfou, will hold Ibe Soalheni Imie pirainouDl, Bod will 
lDllq«nce parties, legiilaturei, aod iiat«sDiva. J have no 
time to enlarge, but to flugDest merelf . 

la hute. joun. etc.. W. L. TinciT. 

To Jum S. SLAUOBTaa, Eiq. 

TAi Montgomery (Ala.) Confederalv>n thus 
givea the record ot the leudiug ■euexdloti dele- 
gates from the ChirleBton Convention Avm 
that State. It aajs : 



•^'l. 



Bt Is what wi 



mt the Cotton Statu precipitated Into a rsrolu- 
Wm.t. Ta«c0V- 

bad the power, I would ^aiolTe this Qoveni. 
two mluntflL" — J, T, Morgan, 
ua break up tbia nilten, sUaldng, and opprcadre 
neat."— flsor^s 6ayt*. 

ce I Rnlilaace Id death anlml the Oa<r. 
hat we want Baw."—I>aBtdaiMard. 

f Ot DiaCIIIOII. 



Uofd Garrison, were adopted at a ConTention 
of the noa-Toting AboUtlonieta (better knoirti 
•a Oarrisoniana), at Albanjr, New-Tork, on the 
Sd of February, isee : 

narvot (to qgoli Ibe langngeor Jobs l)«lncfldaiH), 



Bcky, ai 



re clear$ than they, and 

avlng of our fellow- . 

quale tbe langaage of Joilab Qulncy, f*B.\ 
LO Union Is The verj sinew of Uie lubJectloD 
It la the Slavebolder'a naia atrengtta ; lu 

quote tbe language of Mr. Underwood, of 
tiered on the Boor of CongrcsB), "The Ma- 
Union, making the Ohio Mvei and Masoa 

en Id get up on this aoor and sa;, ' Touch this suhject 
id we will Dlisol?e the Cnlon as a remedf,' Their re- 
edy wai the deitTiLctlon of the thing which the; wished 
BavB, end any Kndbie man could see it ^" and 
irAsi-mi (to qnotc the laiunage ot Mr. Arnold, of Ten, 
— .. ito^-'TheSouthhai aolhlDg M 

ready to 



at Iba flnt t> 

1. Jltiolvid, That in adroeatlng the risiolnUon of the 
lion, the AboUdoniiti are JuslUled by every precept of 
a Gospel, by every prineiple of morafity, by ereryelaim 
humanity; that sudi a Union is a "Caveuant wUb 
•alb," wbtoh ou^l to be annslkd, and " an agreement 
th ttell," which a Jntt Ood cannot permit to Hand ; and 
at it la the imperatiTe and paramount duty of all vrhv 
luld keep Iheb toalt from bkwd-gaiuhiea, to deUrer th* 
ipressed ont ofthe band of the apoUer, and niher tn tb* 
_,jof Jnblloej to laa* Ua' "-- - 

'TAsHlMd, 1«at (to qnot 
Seward) " they who Udnk th 



he language of WUSam H. 
igltaUoD is accidental, un- 

and thareJore epbomatal, mistake the caie altogelher : H 

' ' eadWo Conflict between opposUig and endnriag 

It mMiBs that Ibe Unllad Sutea must and wUi, 

_. Jaler, bacon* dlber entirely a Slareholdii^ 

Hallor or en^ely a Free Labor Nation. It is the hilar* 
to app.-dieod tUi great troth that Induees so many nn- 



of Ibis great (act 



dn and ephemeraL" Therefore 

S. AMcJMd, That DO matter bo 

ly PoUthal Party inajr be alngguug niui uuc »uc>, >u 
-jlalion to Staiery, to pr*»ent Ita aitonslen, or oiherwlie 
ortople Its power, irUle standkg wllhln the Union and 
eanoUwdng Its Pro4U«r7 Oompromlaea, and refusing to 

aan^ tonodalbn ; iu lesUmonlc* 

lafUaltotbe eauia of Ub- 

anyaiqiport. 



dead, rerengbig sea 

o>er bnrled Clthi, than that w«, after aU onr ligbl and 
liberty, ihaald Hre only by remorlng the Irath thai gare 
ua hdng, or sboldd Mt the eiample to a tenUed and 



A. TOUnClL TBZT-BOOK FOB ISA 



THE POWER OF THE SUPREME COURT. 



Is rteiT of the Dred Scott dicta and other { 
cnuchmentjt upon the UberUea of the People w 

and the rights of the Statea, thai maj well be j 
apprehended from future deciaiona of a Federal ,, 
partisan Judiciary, the opinions of the leaders of o 



Toa weraed la tUnk that It dendTsd SD tli« JndgM lo 
decUaonUKYalUUjDtlbtacdUlwUw. ButnolUiiabi 
Uic CmutBntton hu giTen Uiem a rlgU to dBdde l«r (ha 



irt eqiiaiw IndtpeBdent 
I them, Iha Jndgei, be 



Jndgei, beUnllic tb* i$ 
'becnilTS, btlteri 



Again, in a letter to Judge Boaoe, dated 
Poplar Forest, Sept. fl, 181B, Mr. Jefferson re- 
in dmrfaig ttie rtilit the^ onrp In e>cht>liel]r ex- 
l^ftloiDff m CaunUuQDD, I go furtber Ihan you do, If 1 
ondflitud riflit^ ;a " "" " """ "'" """' ""' 

of an opbilon thit " 1 

UUgn to Uw ether depu 

net In reUtbD to the rl^hti of Iho nutles to , 

anOerwUclithe JnaiolarrbderiT^" U thk ofdiikHi be 
■Band, then Indeed li our ComtltDtlon a oomp]et«,fW» Ifl 
M. nr Intendlu to cfrtabUab (bre« depmrtmenti, ooOrdt 
aaM and Independent, that (bej ndflit check and balanco 
me uDtber, It baa (tren, acoordin* to lUa oplolon, to one 
of tbom alone Uw light to prescribe rolea for the gorem- 
msnto(lbeaUi«i,andIottailane,too,wblcbia onElaeted 
by and Independent of the nation. . . , . TheComtt 
InUon, onl)ilgbTpotbctli,li a mere tUng of nz. In the 
' handeortheJDd]clu7,wbIcblbef maytwfitaDdtbapelato 

S form they plfaee. Itihooldberemembered^uaneter. 
truth In pauda,lbat irhateTer paver In any goronment 
falDdenendent,liabHlDleBlni!nlfaeoiTDnlyat<ltM,(rbUe 
tbeiplmortbepef^leli up, bat In praottce aa fUt u that 



pmmf nt U truly Inie; 
equal right to decide fo 
ConRllntlon in Uie caie 
dally where « I. lo act 


omtructhm of the OontitutloD k 
you quote. It ia thai esoh de- 
codent of the otbeia, and haa an 

lubmlHed lo lis aotloD, and eq>e 
lUmately and wlthont appeaL 


Sept 


a letter 
S8, 1820 


U 

Mr. 


r. Jarvis, dated MonticeUo 
Jefieraon aiya : 






Ton 


aeen^ 


;'~5. »!?•.,!<?•'".£!»"!' 



.... The Judldary of the United Btat*jhUia 

ider^grouud to andernilDe the foundallkma of orcr eoiH 
lerated fitbrlc. They are conatrulng oar Conadtudoa 
»n a coUriUnitlan of a general and ipcclal goTenuMsS 

On the ISth of Auguat, 1821, Mr. Jeffertoo 
irriteB to Mr. C, Hammond, as follows -. 

I, and .1 bar* 






Ibui be niurped boo tb* Blata, and th 
all b<<onaolldated Into one. Totblali 

eauae, when all government, dc "• 

llttlBailngreattlilngi.ihallbe<J 

Ibe csnlra of all power, It will leodar powerieaa tk« 
cheska proTlded ofoD* Ooiemment on anolbtr, and wU 

w* aeparaiid. ft wilt be ai In Europe, whar* 






! either pike i 



auTlL Oar fuDcUoDaiiea and Iliebn ■ 
lametiHDd. Utha Statea look w[tb 



!rl>l>,u 



y dai^erou doctrine tndeed, and one 
which wonU place as under the deqioUim of an oUgaichy. 
Oui judgea are aa boneat aa other men, and Dot more ao. 
They haTa, with othen, Ibe same pasMona (Or pat^, lor 
■owar, and the prlillegs of their corpa. ndr ucdm k, 
» ftmt JwIMa etf ampUanfttrtiUettoiim," and thdi 
power the more dingwona aa IhH are In oOea for Bfe, 
B>d not re^OBidble, aa the other RmcUonailea are, to Ih; 
•looUve eontroL The OonaiUiiiloD bu ereeted no ancfa 
ringle tribBDal, knowing (bat, lo whaterer haodi conlded, 
wHn the cormptlons of time and party, Ita memben would 
Dooome deapota. It haa more wtoely made all tb* depart- 



In aletterto Judge Johnson, ddtcdlloutiuello, 
March 4, 1820, he eajs— 

Iho ™J°c1i or nvhirner Metier, tar, in Irulb, there la no 
danger 1 apprehend aa much aa the conaolldatlon of oar 
Govemmept by tiie nalaelm, and therefore onaHrmtaifG, 

In which redoralUm now arrayi itielL' 
In a letter dated June 12, same year, he saja. 



there la not a word In ihe Coniiitutlon which haa jhrvi 

lUlie brinchls. QueitlDni of properlT.of olaaraotw. 
and of crime, being aacrlbed to the Judgca throogh a 

queiUana, bolong, of eoune, to them ; and aa the]' dedda 
on them ultimately, and without appeal, they, of eoBna^ 
deddetbrMflKaate.s. The eonatUutlon*] Talldl^ of tb* 
law or lawa anln pnacrlUiu exeeotlTe sctloa, and ts 
baadmlidBtered by Ihatbran^iultlniataly, and without 
appeal, the Iiecativa muit dodda (Or lAtmuiatt, alio, 
wbelfaar, under (be Conaillnllon, Ihey are ynUd or not. 

iilalure'. that body moat jadge/or <t«{^i1ie cgnflllnllon- 
anyUw, Ulho rightful eipoiUorot Iho valld!l/of Iha 



SOUTHSB^^ ^OPINIONS OH 

John Tijlor, of Caroliae, V>., who uded in 
hia da; u> speak and write "tu one having 
aatbority" in the old JefFenHHiimi Republicao 
artj, In an essay entitled " New Vlewa of the 




ooBtral SUM OoorUiU 



MUotlaii It i£a nprtmt lau at the land, and tht 






It the iBdeHiulaDbpawflri, 
a, aUowed>if tlw FedEnl- 



■MT <B t^ coot BMt ^HMr 

Th« BUM JmlBtt anbooBd b; 

•a oatfa la obij the HRRcmacr of tli* OonHtMiUon, mil 
■M not rtqqlreil to obajrtfaa Hpninaer of tht ledml 
Mart, mjan an Iha depaiUnaDlaot the Btawand 
Federal OoTemsuirti eqiudlj boaiid to oberlbeufii 
- liraf tboCodaUtatlc-* " -'■- *■--- — ■ ■ 



THS SUPREME COCET. iTJ 

fur thut I UiLuk I ban ilioiia to b* Impuulbli, villi Ibi 
^OfTcn whlcti tbe LejiiUintB inaj «[«!)■ om uid eier 
!uJstbe''p^t'^°o('oa'roifbi/»n"d.™c'inglh*LeSj- 

Mr, Cotke, of Teiiiies«e, on the Muie sub- 
jeL-t,3aid: 

HKC beta told Ibat (be nulon Is lo Look up to 
loDuciiUW Judge) (0 proUct Uielr lUxi-Uea: to 

tbe House, Robert Williams, of Korth 
Carolina, said; 
1[ thU doctrtoa la u ailend to the loiglb (eoUhbib 
ulend, tlKn It >ha KTercltntjr or tbe GeTenuueal u b* 
EUJoved np Id tbe Tortei of Itw Judicial^. Wbalanr 
utber departoeaM of tbe OoienuDt ma; do, Ibej' 
n undo, Yau BMj pai* a lav, bat tbef cui aoDulell. 
Ul Dol the people be aitonlibed 10 bear that Ibelr lava 
pead upon tba wlU of tbejudgei, vbo are thaoiMliM 
ilepesdeut of aU Uv t—Ib^ paget Kl, Saa. 

John Randolph, of Boanolie, uud : 
But,dr, If yoaiiaalhBlaw,tbeJud;a are to mlthelT 
. jM upoaiihydeclailngltaiiooiiatiuir'— 
□ev pgvec, of a dannreai and ddco 
eoateb4ed far. nte oeclikHi of a ooo* 

- •--' ShaUltbacoi 

to tbt people, or 



llUuOonMlhe Judge) can be f 

dcfeienoe lo Ibeir talenU, ii nul ConKrHU tu capable of 
fOjmlnE a correcL opUllan as Uiey mc f Are not Ua 
mciu^jcra acting UDdtir ■ reipooalbUlt; lo public cpbiteo* 

Let a cue, aot &n ImAgiuary one, be alaL^d ; CooBrdi 
flDlalmllie CDDiUuitlnn b^ fdleilujlhe pieu^ tbe judi- 
cial imrectlie li applied to; ftr from proiecling Uk 
UbertJ of thr -■■-■- ----- '- - " ----- 



a create a large number of Circuit 
Jodge«bip«, and to make Uie Supreme CourC 
dmply B Court of Appeal from tbo hiferior 
Jnrli&tions. After the election of Hr. Jeffer^ 
MD, with a BepobUcan (Democratic) majority 
in Congress the act was repealed. 

During tbe debato in the Senate, which 
protracted, on thig repeal bill, Ur. JackBos. 
of 0«Oi^, Raid : 

We hav* been aakod if ve an afraid of haTliu an 
mmt <il ta^lftl Far mjttU, 1 am mora afraid of ao. 
ani^ of iadfca uader Iba patn>Dage of tba Pre^i 
Ibaa of an anny of Kldiaro. The former eu ds 



«oliMo«, or If not enlluWI. onlf toNUed for tvo 3 
wUh* doludfe b eaUited lOr lite, for U> lalal^ c 
b* Uken from tabu.— £m Ammit qf Limgrm, IBOl-a, 



. Hat u pratm UwB iici^bM the LagUia'B<a, 



^,_ ... doing Ibe legielaiurc b 

Audltioci lav did not apply. SuppoBc jo 

lli'G prlndplar if our pieea might bava . 

Litl doomsdaj, joor cillaeu litcarceraled P>r Jile, aud 
'^li-.-rn la four rcmedf f But If Iha coutnuUoD of the 
CuDitltutlon li left vltb 01, thara «i« no laager Umltt 10 

lie tlirOD^ tbe etecUoiu, from u lo Iba oatloo, to vhoa 
alone, and Dot a tev prlTilesad lo^ridnali. It bolooffi la 



..iIlM Jmid*. 

glnUlytholavof the laat nation, mar eaaUjilraetlho 
.ccdUt^ bj mandamaa, la what modo It It thtfr 
preuoretbatveabOdldexeeatelilifiiDctlooa Tha/vUI 



>til}g.—lb.,P 

.'riCfaaniel Uacon, uf North Carolina, said ; 
Dflbdilnite 




condujst, aad, at veil at 1 remember, muuliiKiBtlj ; 
and Lbli la that diq' vat not called ditorganlilng. — lb. 
■pa-it IlL 
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ttnment, than the other departments of the OoTem- 
ment have to prescribe or direct those of the Jndidary.— 

THE SEDITION LAW. 

When the case of Matthew Lyon was before 

the United States Senate in 1818, on petition 

asking indemnity for a fine imposed upon him 

under the Sedition Law, John J. Crittenden, of 

Kentucky, said : 

The Judiciary is a valuable part of the Government, and 
ought to be highly respected, but is not infallible. The 
Constitution is our guide— our supreme lav. Blind homage 
can never be rendered by freemen to any power. In all 
eases of alleged violations of the Constitudon, it was for 
Congress to make a Just discrimination. — Benton'B 
Abridgment^ voX. 6, pcige 184. 

Nathaniel Macon, of North Carolina, on the 

•ame day said : 

Aeoording to some gentlemen, we were to regard the 
Jndiciary more than the law, and both more than the Con* 
stitution. It was a misfortune the Judges were not equal 
in infallibility to the God who made them. The truth 
was, if the Judge was a party^nan out of power, he would 
be a party-man in. The office would not change human 
nature. He had no doubt that the Sedition Law, and the 
proceedings under it, had more effect in rev«lutioniiing 
the Government than all its other acts. He well remem- 
bered the language of the time8--pay your taxes, but 
dmi't speak against government.— •iMa.,paiJFe 187. 

Hon. James Barbour, of Virginia, made a re- 
port on the subject of the petition, of which the 
following is an extract : 

The first question that natoraDj presents itself In the 
inves^gation Is, was the law coiMWutionalf The com- 
mittee have no hesitatton in pr<mouncing, in their opin- 
ions, it was not. . . . 

The committee are aware that, in oppodtlcm to this 
view of the subject, the decision of some of the Jodges of 
ttie Supreme Court, sustaining the constitutionality of the 
law, has been frequently referred to, as soverdgn and 
•onclusive of the question. 

The committee entertain a high respect for the purity 
Bad intell^nce of the Judiciary. But it is a rational re- 
spect, ttmited by a knowledge of the firallty of human na- 
ture, and the theory of the Constitution, which declares, 
not only that Judges may err in opinion, but also may 
eommit crimes, and hence has provided a tribunal for the 
trial of offenders. 

OIOIIOIA. 

In the case of Paddleford, Fay, k Company 
•. the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Sa- 
Tannah, Judge Benning, in delivering the opin- 
ion of the court, recited two or three cases in 
which the State of Georgia had acted in disre- 
gard of the decisions of the Supreme Court of 
the United States. In the case of Chisholm, 
executor, against Georgia, the Supreme Court 
of the United States-^ 

Ordered^ ttxat unless the sidd State shall either in due 
form appear, or show caase to the contrary, in Uds court, 
by the &ni day of next term. Judgment by default shall be 
entored against the said State. 

nie reporter adds, in a note, that "in PetMroary term, 
1794, Judgment tcaa rendered for the plidntifl; and a writ 
of inquiry awarded. The writ, however, was not sued out 
and executed ; so that this cause, and all of the other suits 
against States, were swept at once from the records of ihe 
court by the amendment of the Federal Constitution." 

CkHOrgia treated the court with craitempt in respect to 
liiis case. Her poritlon was, that the court had no Juris- 
diction of her as a parly.—Georgia ReporU^ voL 14, 
j>a(jre479. 

The Judge proceeds to say, that ** in this 
position Georgia triumphed," and that the judg- 
mant against her *^ fell dead." 

The Judge next cites the case of Worcester 
and Butler, who had settled on the Cherokee 
lands in Georgia, contrary to the laws of the 
Btate, and for which offense they were sent to 
the penitentiary. On & writ of error, the Su- 



preme Court of the United States annulled the 
Judgment in the State court, and issued a man* 
date to the Superior Court of Georgia, to carry 
its judgment of reversal into execution. Judge 
Benning proceeds : 

Now, what did Georgia do on rec^>t of this q^ecW 
mandate f Through every department of her govemncat 
she treated the mandate and the writ ci error with con- 
tempt the most profound. She did not even protest 
agamst Jurisdiction, as she had done in the case of GUs- 
holm's executors ; but she kept Worcester and Butler in 
the penitentiarT, and she executed, in the Creek nation, 
the laws, for violating which they had been put in the 
penitentiary. . . . 

Judge Benning, in delirering bis opinion, says 
further : 

It was not only in this case that Georgia occupied this 
poeition ; she did it in two other cases, and those, cases of 
life and death : the case of Tassds, and that of Graves. 
One of these happened before those of Woroester aad 
Butler, namely, in 1880; the other afterward. In 1831 
The Supreme Court had issued writs of error in each of 
these cases, on the application of the defisndiaits to ttis 
State of Georgia ; but, as the eases are not reported, It ii 
to be presumed that these writs never got back to the 
Supreme Court; or that, if they ever tfd, it was too late. 
It is certain that €korgia hung the appttoaite for the wriU 

In the Tassels case, the legislature passed 
these, among other resolutions : 

SetoUtedt That the State of Georgia will never so te 
oompromit her sovereignty, as an independent State, as te 
becrane a party to the case sought to be made befture the 
Supreme Coun of the United Statee by the writ ia qasi> 
tion. 

Seeolvedt That his ezoeDency the €U>vemor be, and be 
and every eiher officer of this State Is hereby, requested 
and oj^dned to disregard any and every mandate aad 
jurocess tiiat has been or shall be served on him or ibem, 
purporting to proceed from the CSiief Justice or any Isso- 
date Jusuce of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
for the purpose of arresting ttie execution of anj of the 
criminal laws <tf this State. 

Similar resolutions were passed, as to the 
case of Graves, by the legislature of 1SS4. 

PKNKSTLTANIA. 

The Supreme Court of PennsylTania, in the 

case of the Commonwealth v. Cobbett, gave a 

unanimous opinion in 1788, from which the iolf 

lowing is an extract : 

If a State should differ with the United States about the 
eoostruction of them, there te no common umpire but the 
pe<^le. who should adiust the affair by maldng amend- 
ments in the constitutional way, or suffer from the defs^ 
In such a case, the ConsUtution of tiie United States it 
federal ; it is a league or treaty made by the iiMlividaal 
States as one party, and all the States as another pavti: 
When two nations differ about the meaning of any claase, 
sentence, or word, in a treaty, neither has an eacdadrt 
right to decide it ; they endeavor to adjust the HMtter tar 
negotiation ; but if it cannot be thus accomplished, ea^ 
has a right to retahi its own interpretation. untH a refer- 
ence be had to the mediation of other nations, and arid* 
tration, or the fate of war. There is no proviaon In the 
Constitution that in such a case the Judges of the Suprtme 
Court of the United States shall control and be owsrauift; 
neither can tlie Congress by a law c<»Qfer that power.— 
lUepublioa v. €M>beU, 8 DcUkui'a BeporU^ pope il& 

TIROINIA. 

The Court of Appeals of Virginia, in 1814, in 
the case of Hunter v. Martin, derisee of Fisii^ 
fax, entered the following unanimous opinion, 
after full argument : 

The court te unanimously of opinion that the appeBafe 
power of the Supreme Court of the United States does nel 
extend to thb court, under a sound construction ot the 
ConsUtution of the United States ; that so mueh of the 
twenty-fifth section of the act of Congress to establish the 
Judicial coarts of the Uidted States as extends the appel- 
late Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court to thte court te net 
in pursuance of the Constitution of the United States; 
that the wilt of error in thte case was izBq;>rovidently a^ 



POWER OF TDK flUPBBME COURT CONSIDERED. 
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JCr. JohnsoD, who was elected Vice-President 
of (he United States b^ the Democratic party, 
rApreiented Keutuckv in the United States 
Baoate in ls:i2. 1 find in Benioli's Abridg- 
ment of the Debates of Conijress, vol. 7, page 
146, an elaborate speech of Ur. Johnson upon a 
rMoluttou offered b; him, proposing an amcnd- 
Bent of the Constitution. His proposition was 
to amend the Constitution hv referring all cases 
In which a Slate ms]' be a pnrCj Co the final 
a^jadication of the Senate. In the coarse of 
hi* remarka, be says : 

deaee hi the Federal Jodiclair, Id cueg that ioToIre 
poUUoal power: and thb distruit m^ be carried to other 
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■OB* oonipfltent tribanaL rcapoDilble to the people. It 
la b«B***a that tUi k aa opinion of that great and good 
■an who penned the Declaratioo of Independence, and 
who now egjojt, In the ibadei of Moniloello, the blew- 
hifla «t tbe prucLptea irtdcb It contalid. - . - 
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It own power. The eierclie ot their elective tran- 
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The followiag is an extract fhim Gen. Jack- 
eon's iDessAge vetoing the bill for rechartering 
tbe Bank of tlie United States. It maj be 
found on page 488 of the Senate Journal for 
the first aesBion of the Twenty-second Congress, 
and is in these words : 



I opinion 
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and ot Uie Preildenl, to dedde upon the constllullonal- 
Judges, when It may bo brought before them for Judicial 



THE OTHER SIDE OF TEE QUESTION. 



The other side of this qnestion was lueidlj 
and ablf stated b; the late Daniel Webster, in a 
speech delivered before the U. S. Senate, on the 
27th of Januarj, 1830, in the famous debate 
between Ur. W. and Mr. Eayne, of South Car- 
olina, OD Foot's Resolution, as follows : 

Mr. Hajne hsvirg rejoined to Mr. Wetiater, 
especially on Che conatitutiooal question, Mr. 
Webster rose, and, in conclusion, said: 
A few words, He. Preildeat, on thle eomUIutlonal argo- 
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No?r, sir, who docs not see, wilhoat the aid of exposiUon 
•r detection, the utter conftision of Ideas involved in this 
so elaborate and tystemaUc argument. 

The Constitution, it ii said, is a compact h4tw€€n States ; 
the States, then, and the States only, are partita to the 
compact. How comes the Oeneral Government itself a 
party f Upon the honorable gentleman's hypothesis, the 
General Government is the result of the compact, the cre« 
tare of the compact, not one of the parties to it. Tet the 
argument, as the gentleman has now stated it, makes the 
Government itself one of its own creators. It makes it a 
party to ttiat compact to which it owes its own existence. 

For the purpose of erecting the Constitution on the ba- 
sis of a compact, tiie gentleman considers the States as 
parties to that compa^ ; but as soon as his compact is 
made, then be chooses to consider the General Ctorem- 
ment, which is tiie oflispring of that compact, not its off- 
spring, but one of its parties ; and so being a party, with- 
out the power of Jud^e^g on the terms of compact. Pray, 
sir, in what school is such reasoning as this taught f 

If the whole of the gentleman's main proposition were 
conceded to him, that b to say, if I admit for the sake of 
the argument that the Constitution is a compact between 
States, the inierencei which he draws firom that proposi- 
tion are warranted by no Just reasoning. If the Constitu- 
tion be a compact between States, still that Constitution, 
or that compact, has established a government, with cer- 
tain powers ; and whether it be one of those powers, that 
it shall construe and interpret for itself the terms of the 
compact, in doubtful cases. Is a question which can only 
be decided by looldng to the compact, and Inquiring what 
provisions It contains on this point. Without any inconsist- 
ency with natural reason, the Goremment even thus crea- 
ted ndght be trusted with this power of construction. The 
extent of its powers, therefore, must still be sought for In 
the Instrument itself 

If the Old Confederation had contained a clause, declar- 
ing that Resolutions of the Congress should be the supreme 
law of the land, aiur State law or Constitution to the con- 
trary notwithstanding, and that a Committee of Congress, 
or any other body created by It, should possess Judicial 
powers extending to all cases arisong under resolutions of 
Congress, then the power of ultimate decision would have 
been vested in Congress under the Confederation, although 
that Confederation was a compact between States ; and for 
this plain reason, that It would have been competent to the 
States, who alone were parties to the compact, to agree 
who should decide in cases of dispute ari^g on the con- 
struction of the compact. 

For the same reason, sir, if I were now to concede to the 
gentleman his principal proportion, namely, that the Con- 
stitution is a compact between States, the question would 
still be, what provision is made. In this compact, to settle 
points of disputed construction, or contested power, that 
shall come mto controversy? And this question would 
still be answered, and conclusively answered, by the Con- 
stitution itself. 

While the gentleman Is contending against construction, 
he himself is setting up the most loose and dangerous con- 
straction. The Constitution declares, that the laws of Con' 
g^e'^s passed in pursuance of the Constitution shaU b* 
t^e supreme la/io of the land. No construction b necessary 
hv'iv. It declares, also, with equalplainness and precision, 
that the judicial potoer of the united States shall eoy 
tend to every case arising rmder the laws of Congress. 
This needs no construction. Here is a law, then, which is 
declared to be supreme ; and here is a power established, 
which is to interpret that law. Now, sir, how has the gen- 
tleman met this? Suppose the Constitution to be a com- 
pact, yet here are Its terms ; and how does the gentleman 
get rid of them ? He cannot argue the seal off the bondy 
nor the word out of the instrument. Here they are : what 
answer does he give to them? None in the world, sir, ex- 
cept that the effect of this would be to place the States In 
a condition of inferiority ; and that it results from the very 
nature of things, there being no superior, that the parties 
must be their own judges I Thus closely and cogently does 
the honorable gentleman reason on the words of the Con- 
stitution. The gentleman says, if there be such a power 
of final decision in the General Government, he asks for 
the grant of that power. Well, sir, I show him the grant. 
I turn him to the very words. I show him that the laws 
of Congress are made supreme ; and that the Judicial 
power extends, by express words, to the interpretation of 
these laws. Instead of answering this, he retreats into 
the general reflection, that it must result/rom the nature 
of MingSy that the States, being parties, must judge for 
themselves. 

I have admitted, that, if the Constitution were to be con- 
sidered as the creature of the State Governments, It might 
be modified, interpreted, or construed according to their 
pleasure. But, even in that case, it would be necessaiy 



that they should itgree. One alone conU not interpret II 
conclusively ; one alone could not constme it ; one alont 
could not modify it. Tet the gentionan^s doctrine la, that 
Carolina alone may construe and inteipret thai compad 
which equally binds all, and gives eqnal rls^ to aU. 

So, then, sur, even fupposing the Ckmsutntlon to bo a 
compact between the States, the gentleman** doctrine, neT' 
ertheless, is not maintainable ; becanse, first, the Oeneral 
Government Is not a party to that c<mii>aot. but a go9er»- 
ment established by it, and vested by it with the powos 
of trying and deciding doubtftal qaestkms ;.and aecondlly, 
because, if the Constitution be regarded aa Aoompa«t,iiot 
one State only, bnt aU the States, are parties to that ooa* 
pact, and one can have no ilg^ to fix tqjKMi it her own pt> 
culiar construction. 

So much, sir, for the argument, eren if the premtaei of 
the gentleman were granted, or could be proved, Bot, 
sir, the gentleman has failed to maintain his leading pio> 
position. He has not shown. It cannot be abown, that tfai 
Constitution Is a contact between State QoYermaala. 
The Constitution itself. In Its very firont, reftitea that idea; 
it declares that it is ordained and ertabiished 6y tte M0> 
pie of the United States, 80 fkr from sajinc that itb 
established by the governments of the Bereral Btateaji 
does not even say that it la estabUshed by the people qf ik» 
8ev4ral States ; but it pronounces that it la establtohed bgr 
the people of the United States, in' the aggr^;ate. Hm 
gentieman says, it must mean no m<Hre than the peoide of 
the several States. Doubtless, the people of the aewil 
States, taken collectively, constitute the people of ttie 
United States ; but It is in this, their collective capacity, it 
is as all the people of the United States, that tbej eetaUuh 
the Constitution. So they declare ; and words cannot be 
plainer than the words used. 

When the gentleman s«ys the Oonatitation If a ooin- 
pact between the States, he uses language exactly W* 
plicable to the old Confederation. He speaki aa if M 
were in Congress before 1789. He describes fkiUy thil 
old state of things then existing. The Confederation was, 
in strictness, a compact; the States, as States, were par* 
ties to it. We had no other general gOTornment. But 
that was found insufficient, and inadequate to the pab^ 
exigencies. The people were not satisfied with u, and 
undertook to establish a better. They undertook to foim 
a General Government, which should stand on a new 
basis ; not a confederacy, not a league, not a compact 
between States, but a Constittttion ; a popular govem- 
ment, founded In popular election, directj^y reqtonaibUto 
the people themselves, and divided into branchea wttb 
prescribed limits of power, and prescribed dnties. Th^ 
ordained such a government, they gave 1* the name <n 
a Constitution^ and therein established a llrtilbation of 
power between this, their General Govemment, and their 
several State governments. When they shall become fit- 
satisfied with this distribution, they can alter Ik llieir 
own power over their own instrument remains. Bot 11D- 
til they shall alter it. It must stand as their wQl, and Is 
equally binding on the General Govemment and on the 
States. 

The gentleman, sir, finds analogy where I aee none. 
He likens it to the case of a treaty, in which, there being 
no common superior, each party must interpret for hla> 
self, under its ov^n obligation of good faith. But this Is 
not a treaty, but a constitution of govemment, irith 
powers to execute itself, and fulfill its duties. 

I admit, sir, that this govemment is a govemment of 
checiu and balances ; that is, the House of RepreeentaUvei 
is a check upon the Senate, and the Senate is a check on 
the House, and the President a check on both. Bat I can- 
not comprehend, or. If I do, I totally dlffiU' flrom Um, when 
he applies the notion of checks and balances to. the inter- 
ference of different governments. He argues that if we 
transgress our constitutional limits, each State, as a 
State, has a right to check us. Does he admit the con- 
verse of the proposition, that we have a right to check 
the States ? The gentleman's doctrines would give ns a 
strange Jumble of authorities and powers, iiutead of 
governments of separate and defined powers. It is the 
part of wisdom, I think, to avoid this ; and to keep the 
General Government and the State Government each 
in Its proper sphere, avoiding as carefully as possible 
every kind of Interference. 

Finally, sir, the honorable gentieman says, that the 
States will only interfere, by their power, to preserve the 
Constitution. They will not destroy it, they will not impair 
it ; they will only save, they will only preserve, they wQP 
only strengthen it. Ah ! sir, this is but the.old story. AU nt 
gulated governments, all firee governments, have beei 
broken by similar disinterested and well disposed inter 
ference. It Is the common pretence. But I take leavk 
of the subject. 
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GEN. CASS ON POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY. 



Lnm TO A. 0. P. Nicholson. 

Wabhikotoh, Dee. W, 1847. 

Dbak Sib: I have recdved your letter, and shall an- 
swer it as frankly as It is written. 

Yon ask me whether I am in faror of the acquisition of 
Mexican territory, and what are my sentiments with 
yesard to the HIHUmot Proviso. 

1 have so often and so explicitly stated my views of 
the first qoestion, in the Senate, that it seems almost un- 
neciflsary to repeat them here. As you request It, bow- 
ever. I shall briefly give them. 

I tbink, then, that no peace should be granted to Mex- 
ico, till a reasonable indemnity is obtained for the injit- 
lies which she has done as. The territorial extent of 
fliJi indemnity is, in the first instance, a subject of Execu- 
tive consideration. There the Constitution has placed 
% and th^e I am willing to leave it ; not only because I 
lave ftiU conflidence in its judicious exercise, but because, 
fi the ever-varying circumstances of a war, it would be 
iDidlsereet, by a public declaration, to commit the coun- 
kj to any line of indemnity, which might otherwise be 
enlarged, as ttie obstinate injustice of the enemy pro- 
longs the contest with its loss of blood and treasure. 

It appears to me, that the kind of metaphysical mag- 
naninu^ which would reject all indemnity at the close of a 
bloody and expensive war, brought on by a direct attack 
xtpon our troops by the enemy, and preceded by a suc- 
eesslon of unjust acts for a series of years, is as unwor- 
thy of the age in which we live, as it is revolting to the 
common sense and practice of mankind. It would con- 
dace but Httle to oar future security, or, indeed to our 
present reputation, to declare that we repudiate all 
expectation of compensation ftrom the Mexican Govern- 
ment, and are flghtlne, not for any practical result, but 
for some vague, perhaps philanthropic object, which 
escapes my penetration, and must be defined by those 
who assume this new principle of national Intercommu- 
nication. All wars are to be deprecated, as well by the 
gtatesman as by the philanthropist. They are great 
cvfls ; but there are greater evils than these, and submls- 
tion to ii^ustice is among them. The nation which should 
reftise to defend its rights and its honor when assailed, 
would soon have neither, to defend : and, when driven 
to war, it is not by professions of disinterestedness and 
* declarations of magnanimity that its rational objects can 
be best obtained, or other nations taught a lesson of for- 
bearance—the strongest security for permanent peace- 
We are at war with Mexico, audits vigorous prosecution 
Ib the surest means of its speedy termination, and ample 
Indemnity the surest guaranty against the recurrence of 
such injustice as provoked it. 

The Wilmot Proviso has been before the country some 
Ume. It has been repeatedly discussed in Congress and 
by the public press. I am strongly impressed with the 
opinion, that a great change has been going on in the 
pnblic mind upon this subject, in my own as well as oth- 
ers ; and that doubts are resolving themselves into con- 
vicuons, that the principle it involves should be kept out 
of the National Legislature, and left to the people of the 
confederacy In their respective local governments. 

Ibe whole subject is a comprehensive one, and fruitftil 
of Important consequences. It would be ill-timed to dls- 
earn ft here. I shall not assume that responsible task, but 
riiali owiflne myself to such general views as are necea* 
•aiy to the fair exhibition of my opinion. 

we may well regret the existence of Slavery in the 
Southern States, and wish they had been saved from its 
Introduction. But there it is, not by the act of the present 
generation ; and we must deal with it as a great practical 
qaestion. Involving the most momentous consequences. 
we have neither the right nor the power to touch it where 
tt exists ; and if we had both, their exercise, by any means 
heretofore suggested, might lead to results which no wise 
man woald wimngly encounter, and which no good man 
eooid contemplate ?rithout anxiety. 

The theory of our Government presupposes that its va> 
rloos members have reserved to themselves the regulation 
of all subjects relating to what may be termed their inter- 
■al police. They are sovereign within their boundaries, 
fxcept in those cases yrhere they have surrendered to tiie 

General Government a portion of their rights, in order to 

give effect to the objects of the Union, whether these con- 
foreign nations or the several States themselves. Lo- 



cal institutions, if I may so speak, whether they have re- 
ference to Slavery or to any other relations, domestic or 
public, are left to local authority, either original or deriva- 
tive. Congress has no right to say there shall be Slavery 
in New-Yorlc, or that there shall be no Slavery in Georgia \ 
nor is there any other human power, but tiie people of 
those States, respectively, which can change the relations 
existing therein ; and they can say, if they will, we wiU 
have Savery In the former, and we will abolish it in the 
latter. 

In various respects, the Territories differ from the States. 
Some of their rights are inchoate, and they do not possess 
the peculiar attributes of sovereignty. IDieir relation to 
the General Government is very imperfectiy defined by 
the Constitution ; and it will be found, upon examination, 
that in that instrument the only grant of power concern- 
ing them is conveyed in the phrase, " Congress shall have 
the power to dispose of and make all needful rules and re- 
gulations respecting the territoiy and other propierty be- 
longing to the United States." Certainly this phraseology 
is very loose, if it were designed to include In the grant 
the whole power of legislation over persons, as well as 
things. The expression, the "territoiy and otiier pro- 
perty," fairly construed, relates to the public Umds, as 
such ; to arsenals, dockyards, forts, ships, and all the va- 
rious kinds of property which tiie United States may and 
must possess. 

But surely the simple authority to diapoae of and regu- 
late these does not extend to the unlimited power of legis- 
lation ; to the passage of all lawB, in the most general 
acceptation of the word, which, by the by, is carefully ex- 
cluded from the sentence. And, indeed, it this were so, it 
would render unnecessary another provision of the Con- 
stitution, which grants to Congress tiie power to le^lat'C, 
?rith the consent of the States, respectively, over all places 
purchased for the " erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, 
dockyards," etc. These being tiie ** property" of the 
United States, if the power to make "needful rules and 
regulations concerning" them includes the general power 
of legislation, then the grant of authority to regulate " the 
territory and other property of the United States " is un- 
limited, wherever subjects are found for its operation, and 
its exercise needed no auxiliary provision. If, on the 
other hand, it does not include su<di power of legislation 
over the " other property " of the United States, then it 
does not include it over tiieir " territory;" for the same 
terms which grant the one grant the other. " Territory " 
is here classed wltii property, and treated as such ; and 
the object was evidently to enable the General Govern- 
ment, as a property-holder — which, from necessity, it must 
be — ^to manage, preserve and " dispose of" such property 
as it might possess, and which authority u essential almost 
to its being. But the lives and persons of our citizens, 
with the vast variety of objects connected with them, can- 
not be controlled by an authority which is merely called 
into existence for the purpose of making rtUes and regt^ 
lotions for the disposition and management <^ pro- 
peri^. 

Such, it appears to me, would be the construction put 
upon this provision of the Constitution, were this question 
now first presented for consideration, and not oontrolled 
by imperious circumstances. The original ordinance of 
the Congress of the Confederation, passed in 1787, and 
which was the only act upon this subject in force at the 
adoption of the Constitution, provided a complete frame 
of government for tiie countiy north of the Ohio, while in 
a territorial condition, and for its eventual admission in 
separate States into tiie Union. And the persuasion that 
this ordinance contained wltMn itself all the necessary 
means of execution, probably prevented any direct refer- 
ence to the subject in the Constitution, further than vest- 
ing In Congress the right to admit the States formed under 
it into the Union. However, circumstances arose, which 
required legislation, as well over the territory north of 
the Ohio, as over other territory, both within and without 
the origmal Union, ceded to the General Government, 
and, at various times, a more enlarged power has been 
exercised over the TerrUories — meaning thereby the 
different Tenltorial Governments — than is conveyed 
by the limited grant referred to. How far an existing 
necessity may have operated in producing Uiis legisla- 
tion, and thus extending, by rather a violent implica- 
tion, powers not directly given, I know not. But cer- 
tain it is that the principle of interference should not be 
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carried beyond the necemary Imf lication, which produce 
It. Ii should be hinit<:d to the creation of proper 
governnittuta fur new countriesit acqafted or settled^ and 
lo the necessary provhioiia for their eventual admission 
Into the Union ; leaying, in the nieantime, to the people 
inhabiting tiiem, to regulate tlteir internal concerns in 
th«ir owu way. They are Just as capable of doing so as 
the puople of ilie Stutes ; and they can do so, at any rate 
as suon ad their political independence is recogniaed by 
aduiis^iun into the Union. During this temporary condi- 
tion, it is hardly expedient to call into exercise a doubt- 
ful and inridious authority which questions the intelli- 

f fence of a respectable portion of our citisens, and whose 
imitation, wiiatever it may be, will be rapidly approach* 
ing its termination — an authority which would give to 
Congress despotic power, uncontrolled by the Constitu- 
tion, orer most Important sections of our common 
country. For, if the relation of master and servant may 
be regulated or annihilated by its legislation, so may the 
regulation of husband and wife, of parent and child, and 
of any other condition which our Institutions and the 
habits of our society recognise. What would be thought 
if Congress should undertake to prescribe the terms of 
marriage In New- York, or to regulate the authority of 
parents over their children it Pennsylvania ? And yet 
It would be as vain to sees one Justifying the inter- 
ference of the national legislature In the cases referred to 
in the' original States of the Union. I speak here of tlie 
inherent power of Congress, and do not touch the ques- 
tion of such contracts as may be formed with new States 
when admitted into the confederacy. 

Of all the questions which can agitate us, those which 
are merely sectional in their character are the most 
dangerous, and the most to be deprecated. The warning 
voice of him wlio From his character and services and 
virtue had the best right to warn us, proclaimed to his 
countrymen, In his Farewell Address — that monument of 
wisdom for him, as I hope it will be of safety for them — 
how much we had to apprehend f^om measures peculiarly 
affecting geographical sections of our country. Tlie 
grave circumstances in which we are now placed make 
tiiese words words of safety ; for I am satii<ned, from ail 
I have seen and heard here, that a successful attempt to 
ingraft the principles of the Wihnot Proviso upon the ie- 
Islation of this Government, and to apply them to new 
territory, should new territory be acquired, would seri- 
ously affect our tranquillity. I do not suffer myself to 
foresee or foretell tlie consequences that would ensue ; 
for I trust and believe there is good sense and good feel- 
ing enough in the country to avoid them, by avoiding all 
occasions which migiit lead to them. 

Briefly, then, I am opposed to the exercise of any 
Jarlsdiction by Congress over this matter; and I am in 
favor of leavhig to the people of any Territory, which 
may be hereafter acquired, the right to regulate it for 
themselves, under the general principles of the Consti- 
tution. Because — 

1. 1 do not see in the Constitution any grant of the 
requisite power to Congress ; and I am not disposed to 
eixtend a doubtful precedent beyond its necessity — the 
eetablishment of Territorial Governments when needed 
— leaving to the inhabitants all the rights compatible 
with the relations they bear to the confederation. 

2. Because I believe this measure, if adopted, would 
weaken, if not impair, the Union of the States ; and 
would sow the seeds of future discord, which would 
grow up and ripen into an abundant harvest of cala- 
mity. 

8. Because I believe a general conviction that such a 
proposition would succeed, would lead to an immediate 
withholding of the supplies, and thus to a dishonorable 
termination of the war. I think no dispassionate ob- 
server at the seat of Government can doubt this re- 
sult. 

4. If, however, in this I am under a misapprehension, 
I am under none in the practical opera ion of this re- 
striction, if adopted by Congress, upon a treaty of peace, 
making any acquisition of Mexican Territory. Such a 
treaty would be r^ected as certainly as presented to 
the Senate. More than one-third of that body would 
vote against it, viewing such a principle as an exclu- 
sion of the citixenB of the slaveholdlng States flrom a 
participation in the benefits acquired by the treasure 
and exertions of all, and which should be common to 
all. I am repeating— neither advancing nor defending 
these views. That branch of the subject does not Ue in 
my way, and I shall not turn aside to seek it. 

In this aspect of the matter, the people of the United 
States must choose between this restriction and the ex- 
tension of their territorial limits. They cannot have 
both ; and which they wiU surrender must depend upon 
their representatives first, and then, if these fail them, 
upon themselves. 



6 Bat after alL it seems to be feoarally coneedMf that 
this restriction, if carried into efl^t eoold, not operSU 
upon any State to be formed firom newly-acquired terri- 
tory. The well-known attributes of Sovereignty, rtoop 
nixed by us as belonging to the State Oovernmenta, 
would sweep before them any such barrier, and would 
leave the people to express and exert their will at pletr 
sure. Is the object, then, of temporary ezclnrfoD 
for 80 shoi-t a period as the duration of the Territorial 
Governments, worth the price at wUeh it would bi 
purchased f — worth the discord It would engender, the 
trial to which it would expose our Union, and the evils 
that would be the certain conieqnence, let the trial n- 
suit as it might ? As to the course, wnith hai been inti* 
mated, rather than p.'oposed, of ingrafting aaofa a restrie* 
tion upon any treaty of acquisition, I persuade myself tt 
would find but little favor in any portfon of this comitiy. 
Such an arrangement would render Uezioo a putyt 
having a right to interfere in our internal institatioiis u 
questions left by the Constitution to the State Govcn* 
ments, and would Inflict a serioos blow upon our ftmda* 
mental principles. Few, indeed. I trast, there are among 
us who would thus grant to a lordgn power the right to 
inquire into the constitution and conduct of the sovcr 
elgn States of this Union ; and if there are any, I am not 
among them, nor never shall be. To the people of tUi 
country, under God, now and hereiJter, are its destiniei 
committed ; and we want no forrign power to Interro 
gate us, treaty in hand, and to say. Why have yoa done 
this, or why have you left that undone ? Our own dig 
nity and the principles of national independence unite 
to repel such a proposition. 

But there Is another important consideratioii, wUd 
ought not to be lost sight of, in the investigation of tidi 
subject. The question that presents itself » not a ques- 
tion of the increase, but of the dUhision of 81av«y. 
Whether its sphere be stationary or progrcsdve, iti 
amount will be the same. The reaction of Uds restric* 
tion will not add one to the class of servitude, nor will 
Its adoption give freedom to a single bdng who is nov 
placed therein. The same numbers will be spread over 
greater territory ; and, so far as compreesion, with less 
abundance of the necessaries of life, is an evU, so Ux 
will that evil be mitigated by transporting slaves to a 
new country, and giving them a larger space to occupy. 

I say this m ihe event of the extension of Slavery over 
any new acquisition. But can it go there f nds may well 
be doubted. All the descriptions which reach us <^ tLe eoa> 
dition of the Californlas and of New-Me:dco, to the acqui- 
sition of which our efforts seem to be at present directed, 
imlte In representing those countries as agrlcultaral regftons, 
similar In their products to oiur Middle States, and gene- 
rally unfit for the production of the great sti^tlM wfalca can 
aloue render slave labor valuable. If we are not grossly 
deceived — and it is diflicult to conceive how we can be— 
the inhabitants of those regions, whether they dfi»end up 
on their plows or their herds, cannot be slaT^KdoBrs. In 
voluntary labor, requiring the investment of large capital, 
can only be profitable when employed in the prodoction 
of a few favored articles confined by nature to special dis* 
tricts, and paying larger returns thui the usual agrkulto- 
ral products spread over more considerable portions of the 
earth. 

In the able letter of Mr. Buchanan upon tUs subject, 
not long since given to the ptxblic, he presents similar con- 
siderations with great force. " Neither," says the distin- 
guished writer, ** the soil, the cUmate, nor the productions 
of California, south of 86* 80', nor indeed of a^y portion 
of it. North or South, is adapted to slave labor; and be- 
side every facility would be there afforded for the slave to 
escape fi'om his master. Such property would be entirely 
hisecure in any part of California. It Is morally impos- 
sible, therefore, that a majority of the emigrants to that 
portion of the Territory soutii of 86* 80', which wiU be 
chiefly composed of our citizens, will ever reestablish Sla- 
very within its limits. 

"In regard to New-Mexico, east of the Rio Grande, the 
question has already been settied by the admission of 
T^as into the Union. 

" Should we acquire territory beyond the Rio Grande 
and east of the Rocky Mountains, it is still more impoari- 
ble that a majority of the people would consent to reis- 
tahliah Slavery. They are themselves a colored popula- 
tion, and among them the negro does not belong sooally 
to a degraded race." 

With thb last remark, Mr Walker fiilly coincides in his 
letter written in 1844, upon the annexation of Texas, and 
which everywhere produced so favorable an impression 
upon the public mind, as to have conduced very materi- 
ally to the accomplishment of that great measure. ** Be- 
yond the Del Norte," says Mr. Walker, " Slavery will no» 
pass ; not only because It Is forbidden .by law, but be 
■ caiue the colored race there preponderates in the rstir 
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ef Um to one over the whitoi ; and holding as ther do, ' 
Um goverament and moat of tho ofllces \n their possesiloo, ' 
thflj will not permit the enslavement of any portion of . 
Ukt colored race, which makes and executes the laws of 
the CAontry.*' 

The question, it will be therefore seen on examination, 
does not regard the exclusion of Slavery from a region 
where it now exists, but a prohibition against Its intro- 
duction where It does not exbt, and where, from the feel- 
Ings of the inhabitants and the laws of nature, "it is 
morally impossible," as Mr. Buchanan says, that it can 
ever reestablish Itself. 

It augurs well for the permanence of our confederation 
that during more than half a century, which has elapied i 
llnce the establishment of this government, many serious 
fueaUons, and some of the highest importance, have 
iddtated tiie public mind, and more than once* threaten- 
ed the gravest consequences; but that they have all 
la succession passed away, leaving our institutions 
Mnscaihed, and our country advancing in numbers, 
90wer, and wealUi, and in all the other elements of 
National prosperiliy, with a rapidity unknown in ancient 



or modern days In time") of political excitement, when 
diflScult and delicate questions present themselves for 
solution, there U one ark of safety for us ; and that Is an 
honest appeal to the fundamental principles of our 
Union, and a stern determination to abide their dictates. 
This course f proceeding has carried us in safety through 
many a trouble ; and I trust will carry us safely through 
many more, should many more be destined to assail us. 
The Wilmot Proviso seeks to take ft'om its ieglUmate tri- 
bunal a question of domestic policy, having no relation 
to the Union, as such, and to transfer it to another, 
created by the people for a special purpose, and foreign 
to the subject matter involved in this issue. By going 
back to our true principles, we go back to the road of 
peace and safety. Leave to the people, who will be af- 
fected by this question, to adjust It upon their own re- 
sponsibility, and in their own manner, and we shall 
render another tribute to the original principles of our 
Government, and furnish another guaranty of Its perma- 
nence and prosperity. I am, dear sir, respectfully, your 
obedient servant, Xswis 0a8S. 

A. 0. P. NiCHOLSov, Esq., Nashville, Tenn. 
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The following letter was addressd to the 
New Yoric City Delegates to the Utica Free 
Soil Convention, of 1848, in response to a letter 
to Martin Van Buren, asking bis opinion on the 
subject herein discussed : 

) LiHDiKWOLD, June 20, 1843. 

OEVTLKMBir : You desire also my views in regard 

to the prohibition by Congress of Slavery in territories 
where it does not now exist, and they shall be given in a 
lew words, and In a manner which will not, I hope, in- 
erease, if It does not diminish the existing excitement In 
tbe public mind. 

The iUust-rious founders of our Government were not 
insensible to the apparent inconsistency between the 
perpetuation of Slavery in the United States, and the 
priuoiplee of the Revolution, as delineated in the Declara- 
tion of Independence ; and they were too ingenuous in 
their dispositions to attempt to conceal the Impressions 
Iqr wUch they were embarrasse^l. But they luiew, also, 
that its speedy abolition in several of the States, was 
impossible, and Its existence in all, without fault on the 
part of the present.generation. They were also too upright 
and ttie fraternal feelings which had carried them through 
the struggle for independence were too strong to permit 
them to deal with sucit a matter upon any other principles 
than those of liberality and Justice. Tiie policy they 
adopted was t<> guarantee to the States In which Slavery 
existed, an exclusive control over the subject within their 
respective jurisdictions, but to prevent by united efforts. 
Its extension to territories of the United States in which 
tt did n'>t in fact exist. 

On all sides t le most expedient means to carry out 
this palicy were adopted with alacrity and good feeling. 
Their first step was to interdict the introduction of Slavery 
Into the Northwestern Territory, now covered by the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin. 
This may justly be regarded, as being in the main, a 
Southern measure. The subject was first brought forward 
tn Congress by Mr. Jefferson. Virginia made the cession 
•r territory upon which the ordinance was Intended to 
•perate, and tiie Representatives from all the slave- 
holding States gave it a unanimous support. Doubts have 
arisen in the minds of some whether the ordinance of 
1787 was authorised by tiie articles of Confederation. A 
bill was introduced in the new Constitution, recognizing 
and adapting it to the new organisation, and it has ever 
^nce been treated and regarded as a valid act. This bill 
received the Constitutional approbation of President 
Washington, whose highest and sworn duty It was to sup- 
port the Constitution under which it was enacted. Nor 
was the North backward in doing its part to sustain the 

S>licy which had been wisely adopted. They assented to 
e insertion of provisions in the Constitution necessary 
and sufllcient to protect that interest in the States, and 
they did more. 

The trouble apprehended at the commencement of the 
8overnment from this source, began to show itself as 
early as the year 1790, In the form of Petitions presented 
to Congress upon the sutject of Slavery aal the slave- 



trade by the Quakers of Philadelphia and New- York, and 
by Dr. Franklin as President of a society for the promo- 
tion of Abolition. These petitions were In the House of 
Representatives, referred to a Committee of seven, all 
but one of whom were Northern members, whose report 
as amended In Committee of the Whole, affirmed " that 
Congress have no power to interfere in the emancipation of 
slaves, or in the treatment of them witliin any of the 
States, it remaining with the several States alone to pro- 
vide any regulation therein which humanity and true 
policy might require." 

The perseverance an<i good faith with which both 
branches of policy thus adopted have, until very recently, 
been recognised and carried out, are highly honorable to 
the whole country. The peculiarity of the suhject to be 
converted Into an element of political agitation, as well 
in the slaveholdlng as In the non-slaveholdlng States, may 
have led to occasional attempts so to employ It, but these 
efforts have been very successfully frustrated by the good 
sense and good feeling of the people in every quarter of 
the Union. A detailed account of the numerous acts of 
the Federal Government, sustaining and carrying inte 
full effect the policy of its founders upon the subject of 
Slavery in the States, and its extension to the Territories, 
and the steps %ken. In the non-slaveholding States, to 
suppress or neutralize undue agitation in regard to it, 
would be alike instructive and honorable to the actors in 
them. But it will be readil^y perceived that tlUs could not 
be given within the necessary limits of a communication 
like the present It must therefore suffice to say that 
from 17d7, the date of the ordinance for the prevention of 
Slavery in the Northwestern Territory, down to and In- 
cluding 1888, at least eleven acts of Congress have been 
gassed, organising Territories which have since become 
tates, in all of which the Oonstltutional power of Con- 
gess to Interdict the introduction of Slavery into the Ter- 
ritories of the United States, is either directly exercised, 
or clearly asserted by enactments which, as matters of 
authority, are tantamount to its exercise ; and that at the 
only period when the peace of the slaveholdlng States was 
supposed to be seriously endangered by Aboil ion agita- 
tion, there was a spontaneous uprising of the people 
of the North of both parties, by which agitation was 
paralysed, and the South reassured of our fidelity to the 
compromises of the Constitution. 

In the laws for the organisation of the Territories, which 
now constitute the States of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, 
Illinois, Wisconsin and Iowa, Slavery was expressly pro- 
hibited. The laws for the orgsudzatlon of the Territories 
of Bfisslssippi, New Orleans, Arkansas, Alabama and 
Florida, contaming enactments fully equivalent in regard 
to the extent of power in Congress over the subject of 
Slavery in the Territories to the express exercise of It 
in other cases. These acts were approved by Preddents 
Washington, the elder Adams, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, 
Jackson and myself, all bound by our oaths of office to 
vrtfclihoid our respective approvals from laws which we 
believed unconstitutional. If in the passage of these laws 
during a period of half a century, and under the adminis- 
tration of so many Presidents, there was anything like 
secUonai divisions, or a greater or less participation In 
their enactment on the part of the Representatives df the 
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d^nhMSag or coiMUT^lkoldlnf States, I un not ap* 
prbed of It. I believe the phui Jevlied by the foanden 
of the Goyemment, indndkig the Fathers of oar Political 
Ohnrdk. for the treatment of this gr«at subjlect. and whidi 
has hitherto been so faithftilly sustained, ana whidi has 
mt>Ten so successftil in presenring Hbb Union of these 
States, to be not only the wisest which the wit of man 
cookl haye devised ; but the only one consbtent with the 
safety and prosperity of the whole country. I do, there- 
fore, dedre to see it continned so long as Slavery exists in 
the IJidted States. The extent to which I have sustained 
K In the various public stations I have occupied is known 
to the country. I was at the time well aware that I went 
farther in this respect tiian many of nty best friends could 
approve. But deeply penetrated by the c<Hiviction that 
ttavery was the only subject that could endanger our 
blessed Union, I was determined that no efTort on taj 
part, within the pale of the Constitution, should be want- 
mg to sustain its compromises, as they were then under- 
stood, and it is now a source of consolation to me that I 
pursued the course I then adopted. 

The doctrine which the )aXe Baltimore Convention has 
presented for the sanction of the nation. Is, in substance, 
that the laws I referred to were but so many violations ox 
the Constituticm— that this instrument coitfers no power on 
Congress to exclude Slavery from the Territories, as has 
so often been done with the assent of all. This doctrine 
Is set forth in the pubUshed opinion of the hi^ly respect- 
aUe ncHuinee of that Convention, who, It is well known, 
recdved that ^Ustinction, because he avowed that opinion, 
and who. It is equally certain, would not have received it 
if he had not done so. It is proposed to give this doctolne 
tlie most solemn sanction known to our p<ditical system, 
by the election ot Its dedared advocate and supporter to 
the Presidency. If it receives the proposed sanction of 
the People of the United States, the result cannot be 
doubtfuL The policy in regard to the extension of 
Slavery to the Territories of the United States Into whldi 
it has not yet been introduced, which has existed tdnce 
the commencement of the Government, and the conse- 
quences of which have been so salutary, must cease, and 
every act of Congress designed to carry it into ^ect be 
defeated by the veto of the Executive. 

The Territories now owned by the United States, and 
every acquisition of territory that may hereafter be made 
to the Umted States, whether obt^ned by annexation, by 
eeadon for a valuable consideration, or by conquest, must, 
as long as this opinion is held, and as far as the action of 
the National Leg^lature b concerned, be satatject to the 
Inroads of Slavery. And this consequence Is to be sub- 
mitted to on the assumption that the fttuners of the 
Constitution, with their attention directed to the subject, 
and with a well understood desire to do so, have failed to 
dothe Congress with the necessary powers to prevent It. 
I cannot, with my vote, contribute to this sanction. I 
cannot do so, because I cannot c<mcnr in toe opinion 
which we are called upon to sustain. 

The power, the existence of wldch is at this late day de- 
nied, is, in my opinion, fUlIy granted to Congress by the Con- 
stitution. Its hmc^uage, the drcumstances under which It 
was adopted, the recorded explanations which acccMnpanied 
its formation — the construction it has received from our 
highest Judicial ti^bunals, and the very solemn and re- 
peated confirmations it has derived from the measures of 
the €krvertunent— leave not the shadow of a doubt In my 
mind, in regard to the authority of C(mgress to exerdse 
the iMwer m question. This Is not a new opinion on my 
part, nor the first occasion on which It has been avowed. 
wbOe the candidate of my friends for the Presidency, I 



disttnc^y an n o u nced ogr oplnkm in ik^or of ttie power of 
Congress to abolish Slavery In the District of Columbia, 
although I was, fbr reasons whidi were then, and are still 
satlsfMtocy to nrr ndnd, Tery dedde^y opposed to Hi 
exerdse thore. The qnestiim of power Is certainivao 
dear In respect to the Territories as it is in regard to tibat 
IMstrict; axM as to the Territories, nur opinion was also 
made known in a still more solemn form, by saving flie 
Kxecutlve an;Hroval reqnfared by the Ccmstitunon to tfat 
bill for the organisation of the Territorial Ck>vemment of 
Iowa, wliich prohibited the introduction of Slavery into 
that Tenrltwy. 

The opinion from which we dissent was giren In the 
face of, and directly contrary to, the views ex press ed, in 
forms the most solemn and exidldt, by all or nearly all 
the non-slaveholding States, and we are not at Bber^ to 
suspect the sincerity of these enressiCHU. Honest aqd 
wdl-meaning men, as we know tlie masses of oar politi- 
cal friends in those States to be, are ineapable of trifling 
with so grave a sutdect. 

Our ancestors signaltied the commenoemeBft of tbif 
glorious Government of ours, by rescuing ftt»m sultfeetiao 
to Slavery a Territory iriiich is now covered by five grtal 
States, and peopled by more than four millions of freanoBi 
in the full enjoyment of every blessing wiiicfa indiitiy 
and good Institutions can confer. They did this when tbi 
opinions and conduct of the world In r^ard to the in^ 
tution of Slavery were very dUferent from what ihej an 
now. 

They did so before Great Britain had even oofmnenoed 
those gigantic efforts for the suppression of Cnavery by 
which she has so greatiy distinguished hersdf. After 
seventy-four years' enjoyment of the sacred and invalii- 
able rigtii of sdf-government, obtained for us by the valoff' 
and discretion of our anoestors, we, their desoendantii 
are called upon to doom, or if that 48 too strong a word, 
to expose to the inroad of Slavery, a territory eapable of 
sustaining an equal number of new States to be added to 
our Confederacy— a territory in a great part of iriiidt 
Slavery has never existed in fact, and from theresldnoof 
wtilch it has been expressly abdislied by the existing Gov- 
ernment. We are called upon to do this at a period wiMO 
the minds of nearly all manidnd have been penetrated bf 
a conviction of the evils of CHavery, and are uxdted m 
efforta for its suppression — at a moment, too, when tlM qiirll 
of Freedom and Seform is everywhere far more pforaMBl 
than it has ever been, and when our Bepubilo stands 
proudly forth as the great exemplar of the world in ttao 
science of Free Government. 

Who can believe that a population bke that wliidk in* 
habita the non-slavehdding States, probably amoanting 
to twelve millions, who by their own acta, or l)y the fore> 
sight of others, have been ezemf^ted ftrom the erUs of 
Slavery, can at such a moment be Induced, by ooosldera* 
tions of any description, to make a retrograde movemont 
of a character so extraordinary and so jMiiafnl f Bndi a 
movement would, in my view of the matter— and I say H 
witii unfeigned deference to the conflidlng opinions of 
others — bring rei^roach upon the influenee of ft^ institv- 
tious, which would delight the hearts and excite tlie hopm 
of the advocates of arbitrary power throa^Mmt tho 
world. • 

Accept, gentlemen, my warmest aoknowledgmento for 
the (^Uging expressions contained In your letter, and be- 
lieve me to be 

Tour friend, Mabtdi Vav Bvu*. 

To Messrs. Xelson J. Waterbury, David Dudley Fidd, and 
others. New York. 
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LAND FOR THE LANDLESS. 

Action of Congress on the Public Land*, 



Thb Public Domain of the United States is 
still immense, notwithstanding the millions upon 
millions of acres which have been squandered 
or passed over to the hands of speculators and 
monopolists, by the action of the National (Go- 
vernment during the past few years. It is 
estimated by intelligent persons, who have 
given their attention to the subject, that lying 
within the States and Territories of this Govern- 



ment there are now about one thouetmd milliom 
of acres of public lands stiU unentered. ** What 
shall be done with this immense domain ?*' is a 
question which has for years occupied the 
minds of thoughtful men, who have the best 
interests of society at heart. At length, the 
great question of the proper disposition of these 
lands has become one of party, and may be stated 
as follows: ^* Shall the Public Domain be open 
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to monopoly b; epecolstor;, leading iaeTitsblj I ried, the bill unrtr wonld hare been r«Mhe4, 
to a [uided ariitouncj t or alidl it be reaerred sod would uGver have been lieard of afterward, 
for actuul occnpjnts in small qiuutities, at a| The vole upon the motion to refer tbe biU to 
nominHl prii:e, or without price ! T^ere iroold ] the Committee of the Whole, was aa folloirt— 
be no ditHouUy whatever in acfjusUng tbln the Demacrau in Soman, the Republicans in 
qoeetioo at n»T lime and in tbe right way, if 1 1lalict, aad ibe Southern American* in mull 
the Negro queation, which, In the National ' riPiTAU ; 
Adiuiai^<tmIion, abf^orba or overridea all others, 



I hvhind it. Although this is 
qnestioii. it hud never commanded in Congress, 
the attention to which it ia entitled, previom tii 
the ATgiuiization of the Republican part;; bp- 
OHiue until that time both the great parses 
into which the country was divided were either 
couirolled, or their acUon was modiBed, b; the 
Btaveholding interest of tbb country. That 
interest, which is ever vigilant, anderstand.s 
that Slavery cannot welt exist were small frec- 
brtds prevail, and hence it opposee, with all it; 
great power, all Preemption and Homestead 
laws, knowing well that if our new States ami 
Territories are to be occupied in quarter-sec- 
tions, they will beoccupled by working farmers, 
and cot by apecuktors and great plonlcra. 

Bioce this qucation has assumed a nationiil 
ImportBDce, acoQcise record of the proceedings 
■ud votes in Congress during the aeasion of 
IS:>8-9, and 1859-60, upon the diapo^ition of 
tbe Public Domain, will be of interest as a 
matter of record. 

On the aOth of January, ISGB, (See CoHgrtt^- 
itttal Olobt, p. 4S2,) a bill relating to preem|> 
tloos, reported from the Committee on Public 
Idnds, was pending before the Hoose. The bill 
proposed to make some changes in tbe detai' 
of existing preemption lawa, but without nffec 
lug the substance of tbe present system of di^ 
podng of the public lands. It was, however, ' 
pu^mentary order to propose to amend t 
bill so as lo change the present ayatem, and 
bring the House U> a direct vote upon such prn- 
poatlions. The friends of such change wei 
prompt to avail themselvea of this advantage. 

Hr. Grow, of Pennsylvania, moved to amend 
the bill by adding the following as an addition! 
Motion; 

je sf tUi aet, so 



mjei, and the return of nicb lantj iuly Sled li 
tfaa Utad OOCE, tar lea j<xrw or more before inch ule. 

The force and effect of this amendment wouli 
be to give the preemplors ten years the star 
of the apeculatora and land mouopolists. Thu 
Is to say : with the addition of Mr. Grow': 
■mendment to the existing laws and regutation: 
tODching the Public Lands, they would be opoi 
10 preiimption ten years before they could conii 
within the grasp of the speculator, thus giviii< 
tbe poor, industrious settler ample time t( 
"clear up" his farm and pay for it from thepro- 
oeeds of the soil This was just what the Soutli 
and the Democracy did not want, as the sequel 
will show. 

The opponents of the bill forthwith resorted 
to parliamentary tactics to avoid a direct issu 
■pon llr. Crow's proportion. 

Their StsC movement was a motion to refu 
tfae bill and amendment to the Committee of tbe 
Whole, familiarly and aptly styled " tht tomb cf 
lit Oapvltii," If that merenot had been c«: 



KAnt.— Wood-l. 

KtW'Y<ia.—Siirnna!ki, Uacla*, Bui 
Nnw-JiBBtr.-WorieDrtytB-l. 



eU, Tijloi- 



-CrilEe, Bqflln, Ssslei, WIdiIow— (. 
— Bojcc, Branoh, SEltt, UcQueen, 






iBsiaupn.— Barlndsle, DaVu, Uckie— 8. 

'DuiAHA.-KDBTia, SaDdldfeiTajloi— S. 

Jia.— Bryan, ReagBii— 1. 

iiBBHL^AiUiii, Jonei, UiTiriks, Bum, Savage, 

UTCCiv.— Burnett, jewalt, UiasEiLL, Pejton, St*- 



t>, Jewalt, : 



e, Xiolutlt, Pendlelon, TalUndlghani— S. 

■Hill.— DaTii, Eatrllib, Gregg, Hughes, HlbUek— S. 

uioiii.— MiinhiiJI, Uorrii, Shmv, BmlUi — 1. 



II —toiler, Oilmim. Mane, I. IToiUufit— A 

''UAnnaiia — Ora^n, 7bppait—2. 

uoft—MorfiU, Soyet, vUlon — S. 

siOBDUTTii.— .SiHllnton, SurUntame, (Tu^ffit, Cl> 

Daunt, BaUj Knapp, Thay»r—%. 

Di IsLivD.— Jtrawfafn, DiHfet—%. 

itaneai.^Clark, Dtan—i, 

r.Yoii.— .indrevM, a»r1i, Jobn Ccchrane, Dodd, 
^eflttni. QrangeTt H^Icb, Simrd, Xtltty, MalUttm^ 
Margwn, Mara*, Murray, OMb, iWow, Partar, Sp4»- 
Iter, T/umpim—lS. 
Niw.JiEBSiT.— .<7tm0«0n, Havler — 9. 
ritMi.m.yiMX.—Ci>todt,Xdit,SlertD<:e,GnKC,Jcinm, 
feint, LeldT, Purrianct, Sleviart~i. 

TiieiaiL— Ooode, kopklu-9. 



-U^am, Folar, . 
jLUtoia.—.ramtw<>rl\XtUt>agi Lov^tty, ITotUiinta, 

MioBiOis.— flbiMni, Zeooi^ WaOrUtgt, Waldnm 
Witoomt.—Fotttr, Wa^ibHm-i. 

OlUfOBUli.— 3oMt— 1. 

Hiiii.m.11.— C»7an»ugh,FhaliM-i. Total, M. 

The motion to refer the bill to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole having thus failed, the House 
was brought to a direct vote upon Mr. Grow'* 
amendment, which was adopted by the follow- 
ing votes : 

Uiisa— Alter, Oilman, Mom, ITaiAfttint, Wood 



Bhodi liuD.— JroyMB, J}urfea—t. 
Ooaii lOTicDr.— JJean — 1. 

Kiw-Yoat— ..Indretot J(tn««a, Barrougii, Olart, 
John OBehraiH, Axld, AnlMi, g ran ^ ir. Board, K»L 
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Mg^ MiMtiMon^ Morffan^ Mdru, Murray^ 0Z<Mw Pa!- 1 
mtr^ Parksr, Shsrmam^ S^pinnsTf Thompion^ So. * 

Vnw-JuHBhT.— Robbing— I. 

pKvmTLTASiu.— GhM>iiuiii, Oovode^ Sdit^ Florence, 
^r»M, Ae<m, MorrU^ PhUUpe* Pwnoiance^ BUohU^ 
Si&*cart—l\. 

Mabtlamd. — Stewart — 1. 

Tkmiikmkk.— Atklne, Avery, Jones, Savage— 4 

KcKTUCKY.— Jewett^ Stevenson, Talbott— 8. 

Ouio— .Bingham^ BUm^ Cockeril\.Gidding»^ ffarXan^ 
Norton^ Lawrence, Leiter^ Miller, MoU^ SK^rman^ Stan- 
ton^ Tompkins^ Wade—1^ 

iKDiAHA,— Colfax, Jiilgore. PtUit^ VTUMm—A. 

\LUHois.—FamnoorthtKeiloffgy Luvf^oy^ WatKbxtmu 

MiCHiOAM.— /A>ti;arc2, ZeocA, WalbridQ«t Wdldron 

^^iMossiv.—BiUinghurttj PoUer^ W(uM>um—Z* 
MiNMKSOTi.— Cavanaugh. Phelps— S. 
Iowa. - Curtis^ Da^U—i, 
UiaBOVM.—Blair—'L Total, 9S. 

MATS. 

CoHHiCTicuT. — A mold — 1 . 
New- York.— Ru.'isell, Bearing, THyloi^-8. 
Nkw-Jbr8kt. — Huyler, Wortendyktj — ^2. 
PcNVSTLVAXiA. — Ahl, I>ewart, Leidy, Montgomerj— 4. 
Dklawark — WhUcley— 1. 

M AETLAXD — Bowie — ^1. 

TiaoiMiA.— Bococlr. Oa»kle, Edmandion, Oamett, 
Ooode, Hoplcitis, Mllfsnn, Powell— 8. 

NoKTU CAaouM A.— Branch, Gralge, Gilmks, Baffin, 
Scaler, Sliaw, Vanck, W'lnslow— 8. 

South Carolina.— Bonharo, Boyoe, McQaeen, Miles— 4. 

Gkorgia— Crawford, Gartrell, Jackson, Beward, 
Btephens, Trippb, Wrfglit— 7. 

Ploeida.— Hawkins— 1 . 

Alabama.— Cobb, Curry, Dowdell, Houston, Moore, 
Shorter, Stallworth— 7 

MI3MS8IPPI. — Davis, McRne, Singleton—^ 

Louisiana.— EusTia, Saudidge— £ 

Tkxas.— Reagan — 1. 

Tknvbsbb.— Mathard, Rbaot, Smith, Watklns, Zolu« 
OonrRR— 5. 

KuTUCKT.— Burnett, Elliott, Dndbbwood— 8. 

Ohio.— Burns, Cox, Hall, Pendleton, Yallandlgham— 5 

Ikdiana.— Davl:*, Foley, Gregg, Hughes— 4. 

Illibois. — Hodges, BlarwhallTShaw, Smith— 4. 

Missouri. — AiidbriK)N, Caruthers, Gark, Oraig, Phelps, 
WoooeoM — 8. 

GAuroRMLA.— Scott— 1. Total, 81. 

Upon the adoption of Mr. Orow's amendment, 
the Republican vote, as will be seen, was unani- 
mously in the affirmative. Of the votes from 
the Slave States, all bat nine were in the nega- 
tive, and, as we shall presently see, there was 
only one of that number who was really in favor 
of it, this one being Mr. Blair, Republican, of 
Missouri. 

Mr. Grow's amendment being incorporated 
into the bill, the next question was upon the 
passage of the bill, which was defeated by the 
lollowmg vote : 

tras. 

Mawb.— J?b«<er, Jforse, WaMmrn. Wood— A, 
Ifsw-HAMPSHiRB.— O-rz^n^ Pit6. Tappa/t^—%. 
yaMOHT.—MorrUl, Royc6^ WdUon—i. 
MA»iACBxmaTn.—Bi{ffMon, BnrUnganie^ ChaffM, 
VonUiu^ Davitt J>au>es, Ooooh, Mali, JCnapp^ Thayer 

RaoDB iBLkvD.—Brayton, i>uf/ee— 2. 

ComiJGOTicuT.- C^oriC, JDMm— 2. 

Huw-YoBK.-^Androu>$, Bennett^ Burroughs^ Clark, 
J. B. Cochrane^ John Cochrane, Dodd, Fen^m. Gran' 
ffsr^ Hatch, Hoard, KeUeVy MaiUion. Morgan, Mor$o. 
Murray, OUn, Palmer, Parker, Spinner, TAon^eon 
■ 81. 

Nkw-Jbrsbt.- CZai0«(m, Bobb4ne—i. 

Pknnsylvania.— Cboode. JHek^ Bdie, Orow, Eeim. 
Morris, Purviance, BUcMe, J3t&wart—9. i 

Maryland.— Davis — 1. 

Obio.— j5»'fi (fham, BUse, OoJL0iddin(t(i, Hall, Harlan, 
Borton, LeiUr, Miller, MoU, Sherman, Stanton, Tamp- \ 
tine, Wade—H. 

UicBiQAX,— Howard, Leaeh, WaXbHdge, Wdldron 

UwASA,—Colfam, KUffore^ PeUU, IFIIimh-4. 



Iluxov.— /af*fMtMrM« JSMoffg^ ^Cov^oy, Komii 

Waehbume—fk. 
Vfuooamn.— Potter, Wa^kb%m—%, 
Iowa.— C^rMir, />0«a— S. 
MiirxBaoTA.— Cfavaoaogh, Pbelpt— 8. 
UumovaL— Blair— 1, Total— 91. 

VATS. 

CoiuiBoncuT.— Arnold- 1. 

Nkw-Tork.— Coming, Russell, Bearing, Taylor— 4. 

N bw>Jbr8kt.— Huyler.— L 

PmvsTLVAiiiA.- Ahl, Chapman, Dewari, floreoet 
Jonea, Leldy, Montgomery. PhUllpe, White -9. 

Dklawarb.— Whltelcy- 1. 

Martlaho.— Bowie, Ricauo, Stewart— 8. 

TiRQiiiiA. — Bocock, Gaakie, Edmundson, Oamett, 
Goode, Hopkins, Millson, Powell— 8. 

North Oabouha.— Gralge, Gilmbh, Raffia, Soalei, 
Shaw, Tahce, Winalow— 7. 

South CABOLniA.- Bonham, Boyce, MoQaecn— 4. 

Gkoroia. — Crawfotd, Gartrel, Jackaon, Sttphew, 
Trippb, Wright— 8. 

Florida.- Hawkins— 1. 

Alabama.— Cobb, Dowdell, Houston, Moore, flboitar. 
8Ullworth-8. 

BIJ88UBIPPL— Barksdale Davis, McRae, BtagletOB— 1 

Louisiana.- Sandidge, Tavlor— 8. 

Tbxas.— Bryan, Reagan— S. 

ARKANiAa— Greenwood- 1. 

Trhhicssbb.- AtUns, Avery, Jones, Matmabd, Riavr, 
Savage, Smith, Watkins, ZoLUCorrBR- 9. 

KaNTUCKT.— Bumett, Clay, Elliott^eweti, Mabsball, 
Mason, Peyton, Stevenson, Talbott, Unobbwood— 10. 

Ohio.- Bums, CockeriU, Groesbeck, Pendleton, Tal< 
landigham— ft. 

iNoiAMA.— Davis, Foley, Chregg, Hughes— 4 

Illimois— Marshall, Shaw— 8. 

MissouRL— AMDKR80H, Caruthers, Clark, Gralg, Phelps, 
WooDsoM. Total— 9&. 

The defeat of the bill, in consequence of the 
incorporation into it of Mr. 6row*t amend- 
ment, shows that a majority of the Hooae was 
really opposed to that amendment, although it 
had been adopted by a vote of 98 to 81. Cei^ 
tain members, who did not dare to vote directly 
against the amendment, joined in killing it 
afterward, by killing the bill, of whiob it had 
been made a part by their own votes. 

Thus Messrs. Stewart, of Maryland, AtUns, 
Avery, Jones and Savage, of Tenneaieei and 
Jewelt, Stephenson, and Talbot, of Kentucky, 
who had voted for the amendment, voted after 
ward againdt the bill. Only one, Mr. Blair, of 
the nine Southern supporters of the amend- 
ment, proved true to it in the end, and no other 
Southern member came to its support in the 
final vote, saving only Mr. Davis, of Maryland, 
who represents the free-Iabor interest of the 
city of Baltimore, rather than the interest of 
the slaveholding and landed aristocracy of the 
planting States. 

Afterward, on the same day, when theee 
votes upon Mr. Grow's amendment were given, 
the representatives from Minnesota, both of 
them members of the Democratic party, de- 
livered speeches, in which they made no eeeret 
of their chagrin that a measure so vital to their 
constituency encountered the nearly unanimous 
opposition of their political friends. Mr. Cava- 
naugh, one of the members from Minnesota 
{Globe, p. 505), said: 

With reference to the vote on this bill to-day, with an 
overwhelming miijority of this side of Uie House voting 
against my colleague and myself, voting again«t this bill, 
i say it frankly, I say it in sorrow, that it was to Uie Re- 



fmbllcan side of the House to whom we were compelled to 
ook for support of this Just and honorable measure. 
Gentlemen from the South, gentlemen who have bros 



acres and wide plantations, aided here to-day by the 
votes more to make Republican States in the North tb» 
by any vote which has been cast within the last V 
T«ars. Hmm gentlemen come here and ask us to i 
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Ike South ; yet they, to a man almost. Tore agalnft the 
free, independent labor of the North and We*t. 

L sir, hare intierited luy Democracy ; hare bem at- 
tached to the Deinoi-rHtic party iruni ir.y boyhuoil ; tiave 
believed In ttie great truthH ai* enunciated by th« ** fa- 
thers of the faith," luid have ctieri.'«iied iheui religioiuly. 
knowing iliHi. I>y tneir fiithiul application to every 
department <>f (hin Gt>Vt;rnineut. tliiii nation ha» grown 
up from airuffgiinK coiunied to proi(p«roa4. powerful, and 
80T<;reign iStaie*. Hut, nir, wiicn 1 «ee Southern gentle- 
nicn cuuie up, iui 1 iii<i t«i*uHj, and ri:fu:«e, by their Votea, 
to aid my con!*iiiut-nt:>, refuse to plai:e tlie actual tiller of 
the «oii, ttie honeiit, intiudtrioun Uhoi^i', beyond the grasp 
and avarice of the fpeculaiur, 1 tell you, sir, I falter and 
1 nesituie. 

The amendtueiit of Mr. Grow, forbidding the 
public sales of lauds for at least ten years after 
their survey, would secure the great bulk of the 
lands to preemptors, and would give them a 
long pay-day, and thus save them from the 
enormous usury they are now compelled to pay 
to money-lenders. It would not reduce the 
revenue derived by the Treasury from the 
public lands, but would only postpone it, and 
this postponement would be far less prejudicial 
to the Government than it would be beneficial 
to the settler. The Government can borrow 
money at four and a half per cent per annum, 
while the settler frequently pay a five per cent, 
per mouth for the money to enter his lands, to 
prevent their sale at public auction. 

On the first of February, the question of the 
Public Lands was again before the House, the 
pending bill (House bill No. 72) being a bill to 
secure Hometi toads to actual settlers, and being 
in the words following : 

▲ BILL TO SKCL'RK HOMESTEADS TO ACTUAL 8ET- 
TLKKS ON THE PUBLIC DOMAIN. 

^ %l. Be U enacted by the Senate and House of Re* 
fireeentativee of the United Utatee of America in Con- 
greea aeeemOledf Titat ^ny person who is the head of a 
umily, or who lias arrived at the age of twenty-one 
years, and is a citiaeu of tlie United States, or who shall 
oave filed his intention to become such, as required by the 
Bi.turaliaation laws of the United States, shall, firoin and 
after tiie passage of this act, be entitled to enter, free of 
coat, one quarter-aection of vacant and unappropriated 
public lands which may, at the time the application is 
Diatle, be sul^Jcct to private entry, at $1 85 per acre, or a 
quantity equal thereto, to be located in a l>ody, in con- 
formity witn the legal subdivisions of public lands, and 
after tne same shall have been surveyed. 

S a. And be it further enacted^ Tiiat the person ap- 
plying for the benefit of Uiis act shall, upon application to 
tiie register of the land office in wliicli he or she is about 
to make such entry, make affidavit before the said regis- 
ter that he or she is tlie head of a family, or is twenty-one 
years or more of age, and that such aimlication is made 
fur his or her exclusive use and benefit, and those spe- 
cially mentioned in thi« act, and not either directly ur 
indirectly for the use or benefit of any other person or 
persons whomsoever ; and upon making the affidavit as 
above requinad, and filing the affidavit with the register, 
be or slie shall thereupon be permitted to enter tlie 
quantity of land already specified : Provided, hotter, 
Tliat no certificate shall be given or patent issued therefor 
outil the expiration of five years from the date of such 
•utry \ and if, at the expiration of such time, or at any 
time thereafter, the person making such entry, or, if he 
be dead, his widow, or, in case of her ' death, his heirs or 
devisee, or in case of a widow making such entry, her 
heirs or devisee, in case of her death, shall prove by 
two creditable witnesses that he, she, or they, have con- 
tinued to reside upon and ctUtivate such land, and stiU 
reside upon the same, and have not alienated the same, 
•r any part thereof, then, in such ease, he, she, or they, if 
»t that Umo a cltiaen of the United States, shall, on pay- 
meut or teb dollars, be entitletl to a patent, as In other 
oases provided by for law : And provided, further, In 
ease of tlie death of both fathrr and mother, leaving an in- 
fant child or children under tweniy-one year* of age, the 
right and Uie fee shall inure t<> tne itenetit of .«ai<i iufaui 
ehUd or children, hhJ (he exccutwr, admini:»irator or 
fu»r«il<4U may, .vt any time wuhiu iw.> y^ari after iiie 



death of the surviving parent, and in aocordanee with the 
laws of the State in wiiieh soon tdilldren for the time bet*^ * 
hiive their domicil, sell said land for the benefit of sa> 
infants, but for no other purpose ; and the purchase; 
«hall acquire the absolute title by the purchase, and be 
entitled to a patent from the United States. 

S 8. And be it fwrthw enactedf That the register of 
the land office shall note all sndi applications on the 
tract-books and plate of hia office, and keep a register of 
all such entries, and make a return thereof to the (General 
Land Office, together with the proof upon which they 
have been founded. 

S 4. And be it further enacted, That all lands ac- 
quired under the provisions of this act sliall in no event 
become liable to the satbfaction of any debt or debts eon- 
tracted prior to the issuing the patent therefor. 

$ 5. And be it further enacted. That if, at any time af- 
ter the fifing the affidavit, as requlre'd in the second sec- 
tion of this act, and before the expiration of the five years 
aforesaid. It shall be proven, after due notice to the settler, 
to the satisfaction of the reg^ter of the land office, that 
the person having filed such affidavit shall have actually 
changed his or her residence, or abandoned the said entry 
for more than six months at any time, then, and in thi^ 
event, the land so entered shall revert back to the 
Government, and be disposed of as other public lands are 
now by law, subject to an appeiJ to the General Land 
Office. 

$ 6. And be it further enacted. That no in<Uvidnal 
shall be permitted to make more than one entry tinder 
the provisions of this act ; and that the Commissioner of 
the Gkneral Land Office is hereby reqtiired to prepare 
and issue such rules and regnlaUons, consistent with this 
act, as shall be necessary and proper to carry Its proii- 
siQns into effect ; and that the registers and receivers of 
the several land offices shall be entitled to receive tiie 
same compensation for any lands entered under the pro- 
visions of this act that they are now entiUed to receive 
when the same quantity of land is entered vrith money, 
one-half to be paid by the person making the application, 
at the time so doing, and the other half on the issue of the 
certificate by the person to whom it may be issued: 
Provided, That nothing in this act shall be so construed 
as to impair or interfere in any manner whatever with 
existing preemption rights. 

The previous question having been ordered, 
the House was brought to a direct vote upoi 
this bill, without debate. 

A motion to lay the bill on the table was lo8 
— Yeas, 77 ; Nays, 118 ; and the bill was thei 
passed — Yeas, 120 ; Nays, 76. 

As these two votes were substantially the 
same, we only give the last one, which was 
upon the passage of the bill, and which was as 
follows : 

TEAS. 

ilUiSK.— Abbott, Foster, Oilman, Jforae, Wdehbum 
—6. 

Nbw-IIampshikx.— (7ra^n, Pike, Tappan—S. 

Vkrmomt —Morrill, Royoe, WaUon^v. 

MAsiiACHOSBTrs.— JSi^nion, BurUnMm^e, Cha^ee^ 
Oomine, Da/o-ie, Dawee, Ooooh, EaU, Knapp, Tha/yer 
—10. 

Rhob Island. — Braytan, Durfee—%. 

GoMirECTiCDT.— Bish<^, Clark, DeanrS. 

Nxw-YoaK. — Andrews, Barr, Burroughs, C, B. Coch- 
rane, John Cochrane, Coming, Dodd, Fenton, Goodtoin, 
Granger, Uaskin, Hatch, Hoard, Kelsey, Maclay, Mat- 
teson, Morgan, Morse, Murray, OUn, Palmer, Parker, 
Pottle, Rttsaell, Spinner, Taylor, Ward— 37. 

NKW-JxasBT.- Adrian, Claioson, Bobbins, Wortendyke 

Pknkstlvahia.— OiiWMf s, Dick, Florence, Cfrouf, Blck' 
man, JTetfm, Jforrit, Philip Purvianoe, ReiUy, Boberts, 
St&wart, Jtuukel^lS, 

Tbmhissbs.— Jones— 1. 

KKmruoKT.— Jewett— 1 . 

Ohio,— Bingham, Bliss, Bums, Oockeilll, Cox, Oid- 
dings, Groesbeck, Hall, Harlan, Horton, Lawrence, 
Leiter, Miller, Pendleton, Sherman, Stanton, Tomp' 
kins, Vallandigham, Wad&— 19. 

IKDIANA.— Coee, Co{fa», Davis, Foley, Gregg, Kilgore, 
PeUit, Wilsonr-^ 

Illinois. — Fams^Dorth, Hodges, Kellogg, Lotejoy, 
Morris, Smith, Wushbume—7. 

MicHioAN.— //btoar/f, Lettch, Walbridge. Waldron—A, 

WisooKsiif. — BiUinghurst^ Potter, WatJibtim — 8. 

MiNNSdoTA.— Cavanaugli, Phelps — 2. 

Iowa — Curtis, l/avit>—2. 
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MiawiTftL — Craig— 1 . 

CAurounA.— MoKIbblD, 8ooti-8. Total, ISO. 

MATS, 

Prsxstltinia. — ^Leidy— 1. 

Dklawabs. — Whiteley— 1. 

Ma BTLAXD.— Bowie, Davis, Harris, Konkel, Rioaud, 
Stewart--6. 

ViROTNiA. — ^Bocook, Oaskie, Edmondson, Faulkner, Oar* 
nett, Ooode, Hopkins, Jenkins, Letcher, Millson, Smith 
—11. 

North Carouita. — Branch, Craige, Gilmkr, Raflin, 
Scaler, Shaw, Vamcb, Win8low---8. 

South Carolina. — Bonham, Boyce, Eeitt, McQueen, 
Mile»-5. 

OsoRGiA.^Crawford, Gartrell, Hill, Jackson, Seward, 
BU'phens, Trippb, Wright— 8. 

Alabama. — Cobb, Curry, Dowdell, HouV'**i, Moore, 
Shorter, Stallworth— 7. 

MississipPL — ^Barksdale, Lamar, McRae, SingIetonr-4. 

Louisiana. — Eusris— 1. 

TucAS. — Reagan— 1. 

Arkansas. — Cfreeuwood — 1. 

Ti^NNESSRC— Atkins, Avery, Matmard, Rbadt, Smith, 
Watklns, Wright, Zollicoffer— 8. 

Kentucky. — Burnett, Marshall, Mason, Peyton,Uiiz>EB- 

WOOD— 6. 

Oh 10. — Nichols — 1 . 

In;.iana.— English, Hughes, Niblack--8. 

Illinois. — Marshall, Shaw — ^3. 

Missouri. — Anderson, Clark, WooneoN— 8. Total, 76w 

Only three Southern members — Jones of Ten- 
nessee, Jewett of Kentucky, and Craig of Mis- 
souri — voted for the bill, thereby marking un- 
mistakably the boctional character of the oppo- 
sition to it. 

The Republican vote, with a Folitary excep- 
tion, was given solid for the bill. Of the 
Northern members connected with the Demo- 
cratic party, twenty-nine voted for the bill and 
lix voted against it. Thus, of the entire Demo- 
cratic party in the House, a large majority was 
against the bill, but even this is less important 
than the other fact, that the Southern wing of 
/he vote was almost unanimously against, it 
being this Southern wing which controls in the 
party councils, and which, when out-voted in 
the House, has other departments of the Gov- 
ernment, the Senate and the President,' with 
which it is more powerful, and by means of 
which it has so far rarely failed to defeat mea- 
sures, however popular and beneficial, which it 
dislikes. 

The Homestead bill had now passed the House 
by a decisive majority, but it had yet to encoun- 
ter the more dangerous ordeal of the Senate, in 
which the Democratic majority was larger, and 
ill which the representation of the slaveholding 
butes is proportionably greater. 

No direct vote upon the measure was, in fact, 
reached in the Senate, because the Southern 
managers would not permit it 

There are two ways of killing off obnoxiotis 
measures. One is, to act upon them and vote 
them down. Another is, to overslaugh them 
whenever they are proposed, by proceeding to 
consider some other business. This latter me- 
thod is invariably resorted to, where a measure, 
obnoxious to a majority of the Senate, is sup- 
posed to be acceptable to the people. And it 
was precisely by this method, and for that rea- 
son, that the Homestead bill was run over, 
fhoved aside, evaded, and left unacted upon, by 
the Senate during its late session. The regular 
appropriation bills and the bill for the purchase 
of Cuba were being pressed upon the time of 
the Senate during the last days of the session, 



both of ihem commanding the support of the 
majority of that body. 

On the 17th day of February, Mr. Wade, ef 
Ohio,(Cbf». Qlobe^ page 1074,) moved to pot^ 
pone all prior orders and take up the Homestead 
bill, which had passed the House. The follow- 
ing extracts from the debate upon this motion 
will exhibit the points made : ^ 

Mr. Wade.— The Homestead bill, to which I am a good 
deal attached, has, I beUeve, twice passed the House and 
come to this body, but somehow it lias had the go4>y, and 
we have never had a direct vote upon it here that I know 
ot I do not propose to discuss it for a single moment, and 
I hop« none of its fliends win debate it, because it has 
been pending before Congress for several years, and I pre* 
some every senator is perfectly well ac^udnted with tfk 
its provisions, and has made up his mind as to the ootme 
he will pursue in regard to it I have no hope that aay- 
thing I could say would win an opponent of Uie bifl to «s 
support : and I hope every Mend of the measure will takt 
no time m debate, but win toy to get a vote upon it, for X 
think it Is the great measure of the session. AH I want^ 
all I ask, is to have a vote upon it 

Mr. Reid, of North Carolina.— I tUnk It Is too late intbs 
session now to take up this bill to be acted upon here, at 
least until we act upon oUier great measures upon wtddi 
there is more unanimity of sentiment in the countoy, and 
a higher sense of duty upon us to pass them during tbs 
few days of the session that remain. 

Mr. Hunter, of Virginia. — ^I believe that a fortnight firom 
to-day will take us to the 8d of Mardi. Now, it Is known 
that we have nearly all the important appropristkm bflk. 
and one that is unfinished, to take up. I hope there wiB 
be no effort to press this Homestead bill, so as to displao* 
the appropriation bills. I must appeal to the Senate to 
consider how little of the session is now left to us. and 
whether we ought not to take up the aj^ropriationbili and 
dispose of it 

Mr. Shields, of Minnesota.— The friends of thto bUl de* 
dre nothing but a vote upon it, not to waste time in de- 
bate. Let us take it up, and have a fair vote upon h. 

Mr. Hunter — ^I do not conceid the fact that I am verT 
much opposed to it ; but I suppose whenever this blU 
comes up, it must be the subject of debate. 

Mr. Wilson, of Massachusetts.— I appreciate the anxielj 
of the senator from Vhrg^nia to take up the appropriatioB 
bill; but I would suggest to that senator that he allow us 
to take up this bill, and have a vote upon it I do nol 
st4>pose that anybody, who is in favcnr of the measure, de- 
sires to consume ttie time of the Senate, at this stage <^ 
the session, by discussing tt It has been discussed before 
the nation. It is well understood. I believe It is sus- 
tained by an overwhelmning majority of the people 9i the 
country. 

Mr. Wade.— I have no doubt, firom the budness bef6re 
us, that this is the last opportunity we shall have to act 
upon this great measure, I hope, as I said before, tfait 
every firiend of it will stand by it until it is either trinmphp 
ant or defeated, and that, too, in preference to any other 
business that may be urged upon us. As to the appropria- 
tion bills, I have not the least fear but that they will go 
tluougfa. Their gravitation carries them through. 

The question was then taken, and Mr. Wade*s 
motion was carried by the following vote, the 
Republicans being indicated by italics : 

Teas- Messrs. Bright, Broderick, Chandler. CMfomsr, 
JHtoan. DooHUUy Fetsenden^ Foot^ Fotter^ Owin, HaU^ 
ffamUn^ ffarlan. Johnson, of Tennessee, Kinff, Pn|^ 
Rice, S&toardry Shields, Simmons^ Smith, Stuart, 7Hm»- 
hvU^ Wads, and TTifJson— 26. 

Nats— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Blgler, Browa, 
Chestnut, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fitch, FiUpatricK^Oreen, 
Hammond, Hunter, I verson,-Lane, Mallory, Mason, Pearoe, 
Reid, Slidell, Toombs, and Ward— 28. 

Upon an examination of this vote, it will be 
seen that the Republicans voted unanimously 
in the affirmative, and that the Slave State Sen- 
ators were all in the negative, with the soli- 
tary exception of Mr. Johnson, of Tennessee. 
Of the Free State Democrats, Gwin, Bright, 
Pugh, Rice, Shields, Smith, and Stuart, all be- 
ing from the new States, vcied for Mr. Wade'i 
motion. 
I The Homestead bill was now up, and, so fax 
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M its friends were concerned, nothing was 
aaked bat a vote, which would not have con- 
mimed ten minutes. But a vote was precisely 
what the Southern managers were determined 
to avoid. 

Instantly, therefore, upon the announcement 
of the success of Mr. Wade's motion, which 
brought the bill before the Senate, Mr. Hunter 
took the floor, and moved that it be set aside, 
80 as to take up another bill, viz. : the Diplo- 
matic and Consular Appropriation bill. 

No question of order was raised upon this 
motion of Mr. Hunter, but it was well charac- 
terized as *' ehiUi*8 play^^ to move to set aside 
a bill, instantly after a vote to take it up. 

Fending some conversational debate upon 
Mr. Hunter's motion, the hour of twelve o'clock 
arrived, and the Vice-President decided that 
the Cuba bill, having been assigned for that 
bomr, was the subject pending before the Senate. 
- Hereupon, Mr. Wade moved to postpone the 
twelve o'clock order, and continue the consi- 
deration of the Homestead bill, and this motion 
prevailed by the following vote : 

YCAS— Messrs. Bell, Bright. Broderick, Ch^ndler^ 
Clarh^ CoUamer^ Dieoon, 2/ooliUle^ Douglas, Dvrkee* 
JT^Menderiy Foot^ Foster, ffaUy HamMn, ffarlcM* 
Johnson of Tennessee, Kingy Pugb, Rice, Seward. Sim- 
mons^ Smith, Stuart, Trumlnul. Wads, and Wilson 
—87. 

Nats— Messrs. Allen, Bates, BeAJamin, B!gler, Brown, 
Claj, Clingman, Davis, Fitch, Fltzpatriclc, Green, Gwin, 
Hammond, Hunter, Iversons, Johnson, of Arkansas, 
Lane, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Keld, Sebastian, Slidell, 
Toombs, Ward, and Yulee— 26. 

On this vote, an additional Southern Senator, 
Mr. Bell, of Tennessee, ranged himself on the 
iide of Homestead.s. But this was of&et by 
the ratting back to the negative side of Mr. 
Gwin. 

The Homestead bill was now again before 
the Senate, but the question, as stated by th€» 
Vice-President, was still upon Mr. Hunter's 
motion to set it aside, and take up the Consular 
and Diplomatic Appropriation bill. 

Mr. Mason, of Virginia, threatened an ** ex- 
Unded debate'^ upon the Homestead bill, if its 
consideration were insisted upon. He declared, 
at any rate, for himself that he intended to * ' t/o 
into it pretty largely, because he had ihut yet 
knovnia bill so fraught with mischief, andmis" 
ehUfofthe most demoralizing kindr 

Mr. Wade and Mr. Seward, in brief and ener- 
getic terms, exhorted the friends of the bill to 
fitand firm. 

The vote was then taken upon Mr. Hunter's 
motion, and resulted as follows : 

TsiAS.— Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bajard, Beojamhi, Bigler, 
Brown, Olay, Olingman, Davis, Fitch, Fitspatrick, Green, 
Gwin, Hammond, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, 
Kennedy, Lane, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Reid, Sebastian, 
SUdeU, Toombs, Ward, and Yulee— 28. • 

Nats.— Messrs. Bell, Bright, Broderick, CJumd:Ur, 
Clark, Collamer, JHmon, IkMlittU, Douglas, Durkee, 
f€sstnd0n. Foot, Foster, Hole, HamUn, Harkm, 
Houston, Johnson of Tennessee, King, Pugh, Rice, 
9ev)ard, Simmons, Smith, Stuart, TrumbuU Wade, and 

The vote being a tie, the Vice-President, Mr- 
Breckinridge, voted in the affirmative, and thusi 
after a long struggle, the Homestead bill was, 
for that day, overslaughed. 

Of the twenty-eight votes for over8li:ighing 
It, all but five are from the South, and :ne of 



these five, Mr. Gwin, is only a temporary reri* 
dent of 1 ?ree State. 

Of the twenty-eight votes in favor of sustain- 
ing the bill, only three are from the South, and 
only one of the three (Johnson of Tennessee,) 
is a Democrat. 

Two days afterward, on the 19th of February, 
Mr. Wade again moved to set aside all priot 
orders and take up the Homestead bill ; but this 
motion was negatived by the following vote : 

Tkas.— Messrs. Broderick, Chandler, Clarh,CoUaffMr, 
IHmon. DooUttle, Dtirkee, Fessenaen, Foot, Sale 
ffanUm, Sdrlan, Johnson of Tennessee, Jones, King, 
Pugh, Rice, Seward, Shields, Simmons, Stuart, 2Vim»- 
&tm, Wade,huA Wilson^2^ 

Nats. — Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, 
Bright, Brown, Chestnut, Clay, Olingman, Crittenden, 
Davis, Fitch, Fitspatrick, Green, Hammond, Houston, 
Hunter, Iverson, Kennedy, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, 
Polk, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Smith, Toombs, Ward, and 
Yulee-^1. 

Upon these two days, the 17th and 19th of 
February, the question was made between the 
consideration of the Homestead bill and the con- 
sideration of the appropriation bills, the neces- 
sity of passing which last bills did not fail to be 
insisted upon by the Democratic managers. At 
a subsequent stage of the session, as will be 
presently seen, the question was made between 
considering the Homestead bill and considering 
the Cuba bill. 

Upon the 25th day of February, upon the oc- 
casion of a motion by Mr. Slidell to postpone 
all prior orders and take up the bill for the pur- 
chase of Cuba, Mr. Doolittle resisted it, and 
called upon the friends of Homesteads to vote 
it down, so that he himself might submit a mo- 
tion to take up the Homestead bill. Mr. Doo- 
Ihtle said : 

I think It would be better to take up this question of 
the Homestead bill and vote upon it, and then the Ouba 
bill will come up. I ask the friends of the Homestead 
bill now to stand by it and i^ve It the preference. 

The vote was then taken, and the motion to 
take up the Cuba bill prevailed, as follows : 

Tbas— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Bigler» 
Brown, Chestnut, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fitch, Fits- 
patrick, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Houston, Hunter, Iver- 
son, Jones, Lane, Mallory, Ma^on, Polk, Pugh, Reid, 
Rice, Sebastian, Shields, Slidell, Smith, btuart, Toombs, 
W ard, Wright, and Yulee-2)5. 

Nays— Messrs. Broderick, Otvneron, O^tandler, Clark, 
OoUaaner, Dieoon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, Fessen- 
den. Foot, Foster, Bale, Ha^nlin, Harlan, Johnson of 
TennesseeL Kennedy, King, Pearce, Seward, Simmons, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson— ^iL 

The Cuba bill was now up, and the discussion 
upon it protracted the session late into tht^ 
night, and almost into the next morning. It 
was distinctly seen during the progress of this 
discussion that it would be without practical re- 
sult, and that no vote could be reached before 
the final adjournment of Congress. 

Accordingly, at ten o^clock in the evening, 
^r. Doolittle felt it to be his duty to renew the 
attempt to set aside the Cuba bill, the subject- 
matter of a manifestly idle debate, so as to take 
up the Homestead bill. His motion to that effect, 
and th«; commencement of the debate upon it, 
will be found on page 1351 of the Congree- 
sional Globe. Such extracts are made as will 
exhibit its general character : 

Mr. TrumbulL— If there was any assurance that tb« 
Homestead bill could be taken up, after the Cuba quea- 
tion was disposed of, I should be willing to see It have 
the go'bf on the present occasion ; but we have sought 
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repeatedly to bring np tbe Homestead bin, a4.d ertry 
novement that has been made to bring it np has been 
vet with a counter movement, crowding it out of the 

waj with something else If the senator flrom 

Virginia will give ns an asiurance that we shall have a 
chance to bring up the Homestead biil, and keep it be- 
fore the Senate until we can get a vote upon it, after the 
Cuba bill Is through, and that he will not Interpose an 
appropriation bill. I would join with gentlemen in asking 
my friend from Wisconsin to withdraw the motion he has 
made. 

Mr. Hunter. — ^I certainly win press the appropriation 
Dills. I will give no promise to vote to take np the 
Homestead biUL 

Mr. Trumbull— That is as I emcted. We now have 
notice that we are to be met with an appropriation bill 
the moment that the Cuba que^on is disposed of, and 
here we are wasting our time at this stage of the session 
in making long speeches, and debating about the acquisi- 
tlon of a country that does not belong to us, instead of 
providing for the settlement of the country wmch we own. 
There can be no hope of getting up the Homestead bill as 
against an appropriation bill. 

Mr. Seward. — After nine hours yielding to the discusdon 
of the Cuba question, it is time to come back to the great 
question of the day and the age. The Senate may as well 
meet face to (ace the issue which is before them. It is an 
issue presented by the competition between these two 
questions. One, the Homestead bill, is a question of 
homes, of lands for the landless freemen of the United 
States. The Cuba bill is a questiJft of slaves for the slave- 
holders of the United States. 

Mr. Wade. — I am very glad that this question has at 
length come up. I am glad, too, that it has antagonised 
with this nigger question. (LHUghter.) I have been try- 
ing here for nearly a month to get a straightforward vote 
upon this great measure of land for the landless. I glory 
in that measure. It is the greatest that has ever come 
before the American Senat-e, and it has now come so that 
there is no dodging it. The quesdon will be, shall we give 
niggers to the niggerless, or lands to the landless ? 

I moved some days ago to take up this subject. It was 
•aid then that there was an appropriation bill that stood 
in the way. The senator from Virginia had his appropri- 
ation bills. It was important, then, that they Sliould be 
settled at once ; there was danger that they would be 
lost, and the Government would stop in consequence ; and 
the appeal was made to gentlemen to give this bill the 
go-by for the time being, at all events, and the appeal was 
iuccessful The appropriation bills lie very easy now be- 
hind this nigger operation. (Laughter.) Wlien you come 
to niggers for the niggerless, all other questions sink into 
insignificance. 

Mr. Doolittle^s motion to set aside the Cuba 
bill for the purpo.^^e of taking up the Homestead 
bill, was lodt, by the following vote : 

Teas— Messrs. Broderick, Ckimeron^ Clark^ CAdndler, 
CoUamer^ DooUUle^ Fesvenden, Foot^ Foster, ffale^ 
JlctmUn^ Harlan. Johnson of Tennessee, King^ aeward^ 
Simmons^ Trunwull^ WadSy and WUaon^lS. 

Nats — Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Bayard, Bigler, Brown, 
Chestnut, Clay, Clingman, Douglas, Fitch, Fitapatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Lane, 
Mallory, Mason, Polk, I^gh, Ueid, Rice, Sebastian, Sdelds, 
Slidell, Toombs, Ward and Wrighfr-S9. 

This WHS the last attempt made to get up the 
Homestead bill in the Senate. It had first been 
overslaughed by the appropriation bills, and 
now by the Cuba bill, and no expectation 
remained of reaching it during the few remain- 
ing days of the session. The Republicans, who 
bad endeavored to get it up in all forms and on 
all occasions without success, felt it to be their 
duty to abandon a manifestly hopeless struggle. 

From this review of the votes in the Senate 
and House, it will be seen that the two great 
national parties, the one representing the rights 
and interests of free labor, and the other repre- 
eencing the pretensions of Negro Slavery, have 
come 'o a well-defined issue upon this great 
matter of the disposition of the Public Domain. 



In the House of Representatives,, os the 6th 



of March, I860, Mr. Lorcjoj, from the Coai* 
mittee on Public Lands, reported the foIlowiBf 
bill (previously introduced by Mr. Grow), whin 
was read twice, and committed to the Committas 
of the Whole. 

A BILL TO SXOITBI BOHXSTKADfl TO ACTUAL 
8XTTLXB8 ON TBI FUBLIC DOMAIN. 

B6 it enaeUd by the SenaU and Bbtus qf Sr 
pr€9«niaH€ee of ik6 UnUed StaUi of Atnsrlea to 
Oonffresa ataembledf That any perB<Hi who is the head 
of a family, or who has arrived at the age of twentjHMM 
years, and is a dtlaen of tiie United St^ea, or who dial 
have filed his Intention to beoMne sneh, aa reqidred hf 
the naturalisation lawi of tke Untied SUtes, shall, flm 
and after the passage of thb act, be entitled to enter, free 
of cost, one hundred and sixty acres of imappropnatai 
public lands, upon wfaidi said person may have filed « 
preiSmptlon danm, or which may, at the time the Kpftttar 
tlon is made, be subject to pre&nptkm at one dollar aa4 
twenty^ye cents, or less, per aere : or eic^ity aerci of 
such unappropriated lands, at two dwlars and fif^ cenli 
per acre : to be located in a body, in oonibrmHy to tht 
legal subdivisions of the publle lanoi, and after tte turn 
shall have been surveyed. 

{ 2. And b€ U fwriktr enaded. That the person ap* 
plying for the benefit of this act shall, upon api^leatlaii ts 
the register of the land offlee in whidi be or ^e is about 
to make such entry, make affidavit before the said register 
or receiver that he or die to the head of a faodly, or k 
twenty-one years or more of age. vaA that sodi i^vllea* 
tion is made for his or her exclusive use and benefit, and 
those specially mentioned In this act, and not e l flwr 
directly or indirectly for the use or benefit of any other 
person or persons whomsoever; and upon filing tiw 
affidavit with the register or receiver, he or she diaU Acre* 
upon be permitted to enter the quantity of land q>eelfied : 
FrofDid&df hcweeer. That no certificate shall be gtven or 
patent issued therefor until the ex^ration of five yean 
ft*om the date of such entry ; and tf, at the exphralwo of 
such time, or at anv Ume witldn two years thereafter, the 
person making such entry— or if he be dead, his widow: 
or in case of her death, Ms heirs or devisee ; or in ease of 
a widow making such entry, her heirs or devisee. In case 
of her death— shall prove by two credtble witnesses that 
he, she, or they have r^ded upon and cultivated tbi 
same for the term of five years immediately succeediu 
the Ume of filing the affidavit aforesaid; then, in tact 
case, he, she, or they, if at that time a dtisen of the 
United States, shall, on payment of ten dollars, bo enllp 
tied to a patent, as in other cases provided for by law: 
And provided^ further. That ki case of the death of both 
father and mother, leaving an infant child, or chUdren. 
under twenty-one years of age, the right and fee riiali 
inure to the benefit of said infknt chUd, or children ; and 
the executor, administrator, or guardlsn may, at any tiaae 
, within two years after the death of the surviving parent, 
; and in accordance with the laws of the State in wfaldi 
such children for the time being have their domicfl, eel 
said land for the benefit of said infants, but for no other 
purpose ; and the purchaser shall acquire the absolute 
title by the purchase, and be entitled to a patent flrom the 
United States, on payment of tho office fees and sum of 
money herein specified. 

Sao. 8. And be U furVur encusted^ That the register 
of the land office shall note all such applications on the 
tract-books and plats of his office, and keep a register of 
all such entries, and make return thereof to the General 
Land Office, together with the proof upon which th^j 
have been founded. 

Sro. 4. And be it further enacted. That all lands ac- 
quired under the provisions of this act shall in no oveot 
become liable to the satisfaction of any debt or debts 
conte«cted prior to the issuing of the patent therefor. 

Sac. 6. And be it further enacted^ That if, at any 
time after the filing of the affidavit, as required in tlie 
second section of this act, and before the expiration of 
the five years aforesaid, it shall be proven, after due no 
tice to the settler, to the satisfaction of the register of the 
land office, that the person having filed such affidavit 
shall have actually changed his or her residence, or 
abandoned the said entry for more than six months at 
any time, then, and in that event, the land so entered 
shall revert to the government. 

Skg 6. And be itfurtfier enacted^ That no individual 
shall be permitted to make more than one entry under 
the provisions of this act ; and that the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office is hereby required to prepare 
and Issue such rules and regulations, consistent with tliii 
act, as shall be necessary and proper to carry its provV 
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iMd been rel'eirtd lo ilie Goiiimitt 
TThoIe. Oa Uonduy, Uaruh 12, Ur. Lovejo; 
wUed Qp thu moiliiii, and under tbe opemiioii 
nf the preriona qiie<tcion, it wsa agreed to, loti 
to BT, ai followa : 

Thu.— Hoira. Adr»ln, Aldrlch, Ath[qr. BiibWll, 
HBfhHn, Bute, BnaniQii, Uurllnmnv. OimiiiKU, Omj, 
Outar, OiiH, Jolm Coehr'int, Ciiiru, Goiikljiig, OooptF, 
Oorwla, CoTode, Oox, Jamta Qrali/.QartijL Joha Q, 
DlVII, Dlirrjf, Drlnnn, Duell, JiDDri, KitK<iru>n, Klllot, 
r*Btoa, tBrj,floreKae, F.iner, /V<tiit«, Friut.Vtxnoh, 
OoMh, Orihcm, Oroir, Ourlr^, IIbI.. knIU Mmkln, 
Bdm<ck^oiinl, AvIinaH, fsvaRl, Uuloldu, Junkln. 
rructi W. Kdlofg, Wllll.in Kg !..«. Kllinrc, KlliltiRcr, 
Iarr"&M, Da WiuO.LHcii,LiH,£i>ffafKLoi)i>dr, Lmc- 
^^Uw(clr,Uan1Qii, Olarl^ A JAirHit, Mefltnuind, 

Kdvatd Jo; HditLsI ^anc, Olln.'/WUOn, Pcrr/, Por- 
tir, PoU«r, Pnttle, Bin, Ulggi, Olirliioplmr RoUIqiud. 



Hiw-Jaarar.— t d r a la, R 1 1 Ki, 8trmlion-l 
PgHinTLTiiiu.— BabMU, Ouupbell. OaioAe, , 
n.y, H*l>. U»11, UlckDiAn,Juiil[lii. Killei 
a\^\, HcPhcnon. MlUimrd, I. Jo; Uorrta, H o 



EdtiEnoD, Oarler, Hsinilc)!, he 

?, JfarMk P«affZe<as, Btiertuui, Diau^n, Avu.pk,u^ 

Ylmblt, FoKoiKHffKom— IS. 

UtCHtclM—fboiw, Pnucll W. EdIogK, DeWluO. 
*»oli, W^ron— d. 

laMiai,— Cu«, CoHix, John e. Dtili, Dvnn, 
Av»a^a>lai<iii,Kll[on. Jf<Moct, Porur, WIlioD— II). 
iLUjioiR— JtHicba, Wm. Keaoeg, ztva". i^"loj, Jfo 
I7i<man4 ■/(»»* (~ ^oKiwon, E. B. Wuhbume— T 

M.— Zami**«, Potter, 0. C. W»shbiirn— 8. 

lartl*, Tandnnv-S. 
ii.Ziidri(]li, Wlndont— a. 
-lu.— Airoi, iSvM— s. 

MaaaDiL-Vatiui (frolp—l. TdU1,I1S. 

All from the Free St&teB except James Craig, of 



pKBiBiLTjiTu.— JftHilaonurv— 1. 

■• -WMUttv-l. 

-H. WUTU D^Tta, J. U. H1.UU, Hvghf, 



\iiiaaai.—BoaxJc, Dt JarnttU, Edmundton, Oat' 
nut, Jmtlut, ZmU XOitn 8. MarUn, WiUoit, 
Prfir, WUHamSmili-m 

Sena Cuttuiu.— AwkA, Qiuiiii, Xifjpn, Wiuua 
"■ '" aKITE, TiKia— 6. 

-CiaoLUA.-JtoBAwH.E^iitV.jriieuMA.JfUM-l. 



■IntuiD, TappiD, Tliijtr, TDUpkltu, Train. iiUob\t, 
VaUa'tdijlh<m,\»aienT,VemK, Waldron, Waltim,Cv(- 
■alader a Wuhboni, mtm B VartilHirDe, brad Waih- 
kurn, Weill, Wlndom. and Waodnff— IH 

Niia— *le«»"- Gutaa Adikb. TknaatL. Anderion, 
WitutHO AniiRHMis Avaiy, BaFttdaU, Soaict, Snn. 
kaat, Baiiuiw, Bfa-mA, Bmgiow. BunK BumtU, OUip- 
Ion, Oote, Ourry, Btubtn. JhimU, 3iJamtat,Si- 
•NMdiM, KagUA, Bra aiDoa. dai-iutt, Oarlrea, Oil- 
■■a, Bardtmaa, J. M'.aiUNU Hiwur, HiTTiia, Hill, 
Sbldmati, U&mlm. Jlitfhtu, Jaelcton, Jtnkint, Jimtt, 
^Ut,Lamar, Laitdntm. Uaki, Law, U .Luiai, Slitrt 
' "-—^ " *" »,ileltat,Milit.lltUiirn, 






r. Nay 



Bmgan, Buffln, Hicktrt, Sinmi, SHtgl&Ht, 

- a_j« w,. » u B^„„_ SlHwuoK, Moitia. 

WktUlty, WiodWH.and 



So the motion was recoiisidBrcd, and tlie bill 
wu before tbe House. Mr. Loiqoy moved thi 
the bill be engrossed and rend a tliird time. H 
Branch (K. G.) tnoved to Lij the bill on tli 
Mble, Lost, Ba lo 112, llie yeas being all froL. 
the Soutli, except Mr. MaQlgomery, Democrat, of 
FenDsylTania, and the nays all from iho North, 
except Mr. Jamea Craig, Democrat, of Hieaonri. 

BotheHonm refused (o lay llio bill on tbe 
ttble ; andii waa read a third time and pseaed. 

Tbe Tote was as followa-The RepublioanB in 
Soman, the Administration Democrats in Italics, 
the AnericaDB in skill cifs, and tbe Anti' 
Laoompton Democrats in Roman spaced: 

KuiK— Poller, French, Mane, Perr^, Somet, brael 



Qooeh, Bl«, Thater. Trim— 9, 
COHSOTtODT.— Buiabam, Ferrj, Loonria, VoodndT— d. 
Raou-lsunD. — CbrliiaplMr BoblD»o ' 



OookUs|, IhieU, rmlDO, rrudi, Qraham, Haikli 
Board, HanphrcT, Lh, JKmIiw, HcKean, 011b roLUi 
auum, «aiuMr,VaB«Vd^w3(^-U. 



G rOMa^A.'^i^rtrtiL, 
,.v^ Utuitrm>od~-1, 
.-CTopi™, 



Jiickton,Jontt, 
), Oany, thiitUn, 8uiidt»- 



ilMaeirn—Barttdalt, Seuim Datia, 
'-- Siagltloii—li. 



„_- — n, Btaaa^—*- 
—nmtatZ. Aiid4rtoit, XoM, Waaltori—t 
I.— .diary, KraaaiMiB, llinoi, Hiiiits, 
Hon, Siom, Wri^t—1. 
Kcnucn.— Oaaaa, ADun, Woutii 0. AHoiaaoii, 
.uSTOw, SanuM, Uuuwi, Pavton, SI'otih, JStecin- 
Fi-8. Total, n. 

All from Slave Statea except Uontgomery, 
Dein., of PennBylvania. 

Tbia bill was sent to the Senate, where it wm 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
I OB tbe l7th of April, Mr. Johnson, of Ten- 
^see, the Chairman of that Committee, re- 
ported ft substitute for the House bill, granting 
Homesteads to actoal settlers, at 25 cents per 
acre, but not including pre^mptors then ocun- 
pying tbe Pabllo Lands. When this bill name 
before the Senate for action, Mr. Wade, or 
Ol\io, moved to amend, by Eubstituting the 
House bill, whhjh was lost, 36 to SI, as follows: 
Yui— lfeiin.Anthonr, Blnghani, Cameron, Chandler, 
Olark, OoIlUMr, Plion, Doollllle, Soaglia, Durkei, 
PodC Taster, Orlnea, Bale, Bunlln, Klog, Rice, tt- 
ward, aDmom, gomiHr, Tan bck, Toambt, Trambon, 
Wade, WIUdBMMi, and Wllwn-^S. 

NITS— MeHn. Bajard, BMer, Bran, Briiht, Brown, 
ChMBDt, Olay, CUntman, Dark Pitch. Fltapalrlck, 
Sreeo, Owld, HaoaiMI^ BempUll, Banter, iTanoo, 

Ulbam, HaaoB, HMialaon, Polk, Powe°l, Pgfll, fiauto- 
biuy, Babanlwi, Uldell, WI(Ui, and Tulee-il. 

Yeas, all Republicans except three, Douglji*, 
Bice, and Toombs. Najs, all Democrats. 

The Senate finally, on the loth May, passed 
Ur, Johnson's bill, 44 to B, the Nays being 
McSirs. Bragg, Clingman. Hamlin, Hunter, 
Mason, Pearce, Powell and Toombe, The House 
refused to concur ; the Senate refused to recede, 
and the result was a protracted conference on 
the pert of Committees of the two Hooiea, 
which coDuuitteei flnillj came to an agreement. 



X POLITICAL TEST-BOOK FOB IBM. 



on tho ivth Jane, b* tlM IIobm accepting the 
:aiuta bili with slight ameDdnieDta. On that 
(1«T Mr. dctiuvler Collai reported to the House 
li'foUows: 

Mr. Coltu.— I rbe to > qaenlDn or pilvllin tiinln- 
nnicMil b; Ibi ComiulUes of Confireocs on {ha dlaurcc- 



IL BvtparhsiKltwi 



nDtlemui didni 



BlUglbleif lihDDld brieflj , 

li*8*Bil* blU HI the meiDben of Om Koue vt 
irltiL The Conf«r«a DpoQ tlM put 



■luU hH< bHB tarrtrti. irhleti w< twld wooU U 
pMidUrlj appn^T* upsn th* p odhii who liad pm 

vhlch «t amU ■WTO' hm* eoiuga cd. Nga, lb 
BpHlitr, I doin M luu, hi asclwloii, Uwt Uw am- 
uramH wt hiTs mado opOD the nldecl la Dot Is mnt 
uiee allfa ahu 1 riumid dcilia 10 hare pawl, Ulttfl 
thepawarWlraBHlhabUloijiair; butlthUMmr* 
moat we coBld obtala fnB Ihs Sooate, aa B0« aMMfc 
tnted. Th* Dsaaun wha KrTed with ua ob Ika Ogrif 
run hiTa baaa BOlUUd bj an, and alao hj tor oaOMOi 
^Ur. tVlBdom, of Ukaaaota,! thai ■• renrdlhtaaaM 
■ iliif [a it^ la adnuco inaanl a lav vbkb wa ahaOto 
manJ fconi iha Imericaa CODfrMa, enaoUaa ■ eanifl 
beulve uul llbaiml UemcaMad psllsT. Rili n han 
■cmd to aa maralr an oeamteotHTitr. Worialldo 
maad It at tha ncilaiaaloDOt Coaptaa, andBaUilli 
paatad; dbUI all lb* pabUa landa ihaU b« mam to dl 
ib« p^^ of the UaHed auMi 1 wd I atata thb pabMA 
that BO ana ahaU i^ard oa M aMoppMlhar«afMr,t» 
aBMinaaeuMdlhbbaUiraraiaaHrarathar thaa ti 
tlloirUiewhoIela blL I ihaald haTo added ifart •■ 
panoaa, irliaiba- dtiMiia or thoaa who hart only daolirt 
dii[r Inlenllaiia, are alloirad to *d on the laoA BdB 
Ihli blU ; bat mrt required W peifoct thtir natarallaalka 
■-' — IhclTo jeiiaoxpirt andthepate-' ■— — • — 



, , to Indaea tite Banata to agree 

to Iha Houaa bULhaT* been dlaenaalng vhat chiofca 

■oold be aiado la lh« SanUabUL M la to render Uaeeep- 

tabla funifafbr the llonaa to aaeept, rather than the 

whole rtiouMtlU. ntrlwxBnallTairmdBMBatapart 

aafollowa: In lhaflntplaea,IwtUaBj thattlwblU,aalt 

pMMd Iha Binate, proTlded that the preiaqitora now 

npon the pabBe liBda biI(M raaaln there tvo jean be- 

fora thar ahould be reqalred to pnrehaaa their lauda, but 

■hoald then p*T tor them at the fate of tltSpeTacn, I demand tdeprJiioiia gualbn on ooacnrtkiE ontha r*- 

thui remorlna Ihem aatlrdj fhna within Ihe purrlew or I port of (he Conuiiltice, aod paaalog tbe bill aa IM 

Oil beoalUa wUch would tpflj to the a«t(l«n beraatLer ungnded. 

TfaH p^Bt Ihe HoDie Conforeea Mr. ParuwDrth.—! dalra to aak the ganUaman baa 
[adluu wheiher ihli bill coaBota iti banellta to tbea 

Mr. L^ilfu.— II data, beeauiawe tailed, daaplU oar 
atmoat eEEoTta, Id prooonpf Ita eilaaalon to all ; but at 

make uid who eiecnle Iha lawa, that Iha ariMn I*- 
aofuraKdby thlabUl.ahallbewldued (o ai to adnk 
Iheu u lla beosatc, and I will Join them In Ihla danaai 

bill, not becaoM It U what we wanl, bat on the prlDO^I 
ihu " hair a loal la heller Ihao n« bread." 

Ihe Uoiue agreed to the Report of the Co» 
oiUiue, 116 to SI, u foUovs; 



refuiedio accede 

again reported ' 



D|id on tUl pohit, and to proteot 
•n the floranauBl land, which wu 
Eall tm aala, wo changed the Senate 



irtalt ceota per acre. I netd tcarcelj add, that, If the 
Senate conid haTe bean bidnced to giTe them the beoeBl 
of thtlr twentj'.flTe-eent^er-aera proiWon, w* ahould 
haTelndaledonllhilleilblTi bntWfaat 1 hare atatad la 
Itae Terr loweat point Ibat conld ha obtained. Th^ Bacond 
obange w* bare made In the Sanata btU la Is relalkm to 
theacopaof land coming nndar Ihe ope~~''~~~ ------ 

Uw. l^eHonaa bill embraced all tba^i 




(caBtla pnrchaae. The 

bllla teamed ao radical ai to be Incapable of adjnitniaiil: 
tod th* aoapa of farming land ooTartd bj the Banala bill 
waa ao UmHed, there bdnf but Utiles If any, In Hlnneaota, 
Siniaa, Hahraiks, OalUOmia, Or«ion, and WaaUuglon, 
that the Hoaae confOreea deduad to accept II, But on 
thla, too, w* Bnallf affected • oompromlH. Bf oar re- 
port, all the land iDhleot to pilTata aaln li hidnded, 

Bnd,tea<t<f<HaiLr" "---" — — — ■' ■— 

•artejad psbllo l< 
pabUsuta— I 
of Iba Senate DUL vfaa 
wUdiererhalfof the m.._ 

took the oddjinmbered —. 

waa, that the 11th aeeUon of a Mwnehlp, being re_..^„ , 
(i>richoolpnrpet*tb]raurlaodla«a,thefourui(JuJii(nff Brabwa, Sj 

IectlaBatoU,oathenonh,wat,eBat,aadaou(h,are>ui- f«d, Cnrry, Ue Jarnelle, Udmer, llu-demao, J. ! 
Uona 9, IB, IT, and «, aU odd-numbered aaeUeM, which ton U»^, John T. Uatrli, lUiioii, lloutu«L J» 
•relhoauTeiforhanicataadieUlen.wbohaTareBerTed Uoaei, Kelll, Landrum, Jutnei M. l^ach, Leak^ 
forlhemlBouleftheWdlipowblateinlDnilnaaahtowu- — "" "™"" '*-^- 

famlllet, are allowed, after baring ogcupled the land tor 
Bve ;eara, to purchaie at SB oaata par acre, whleh !■ 
abQul the aTerage coil prloe of Ihe pqbUe lauda lo the 
GoTemmenl. We atmgglad, of conn*, to Inctada all 
/oong men dtct SI who ara not haada of famllloi, and to 
adopt the Pree Homeatead piiBdpl* of tha Uooia bUl; 



Dailinnmc, Bumhaai, BulMrBcM, L'n Kii'Mill, CJarej, Ca» 
ler, CaK, IL I. Clart, Oebb, OilCai, U.iritn, UoTOde^Oa^ 
Onkli, John O. Darli,Daw«a, Delano, DocU, Daaa, Mdif 
ton. KdwardL BUlot,!!]-, fenr, Vlaranoe, Faacar, Itank, 
Pranch, Ooodi. Graham, Orow, OnrlcT. Male, HaH, Hl» 
kin, Helmlek, lloard, Wm. Howard, Uumphmr, BotetdM, 
lankln. P. W. Kelloig, Wm. Kellogg, KenyoL KlUngai, 
De Wilt O. Leaeh, Leo, Lsngnecker, Loomk, Macbji 
Hanlon, McKean, McKoUlit, UcPhenon, lOUward, 
Maorhead, Morrill, K. Joj Borrfa, I. H. UonU, Koiae, 
NIblack. Nlion, (»ln, Palmer, Pandlolon, Perry. IMH, 
Phelpa, PorterTPoltCT, Kke, Klggi. Chrbtopher RoUnaao, 
Uovce. Sediniiiik, Ebermu, Bomci, guiding, MUMii 
Uanton, Wllllaio Btowarl, flloiil, Tapoan, Tarlor, fhayar, 
rheaker, Tompjdna, Train, TrimLli!, t anileter^Tan WjdU 




Thomai, 



H Tenr beat wa oonU 
otldod that Ihe Uome- 



gel. Tbe Seoal 

br pajflng lull OoTenimenl piicet ; bat dialrlng to pro- 
mote actual aettlemeut, we now prorlde that ha eanaoi 
do Ibb UU after he haa bain on th* land ali monUu. 
tTfaen he uaya, or hit famllf If h* deeaaaea, Iha (uU Ore 
jieata ha obt^ U at SS eeni* per acre. ThaBanala 
I alio agreed 10 atrik* 



bin, which a 



npon th* R«ld*at (a ai' 



Lon* 

Lid, Mctiueen. UilM 

Perton, Quarlea, B 

miam N. K. SiJlh, , , 

lu. Underwood, Tance, Webiier, Vllaabiw, Wead- 
D, and Wrlght-CL 

The Dftf I are all from tbe Sbtvo Stateg. 
The Senate agreed to the report of the COD- 
ference CoDUtUnee, 3A to 2— HeBara. Bragg and 

The foHowIng is tha bill m It iras BBaUjp 
reported bj the Conference Committee ud 
poaied both Hoiues : 
AJf ACTIO uourt ITomtUadi lo actual ItHUrt «■ 

Ma Fvibttc i>r>mdin, undfiff obtflr purpout. 

3t it tmaettd bv Iht Siiatt iMd Jlbuae l)f Btarmim 
■ tta traOad StatM qf AnuHea In An^rtm 



TH8 EOHESnAD BILL— THE 7ET0. 

tt ponuttted te flnt 



■■eUoDfir TuaDt ipd nQ«ppropr1a:ed pubUo kn^B, or 
un> !(■• BMnllrt. lo be lociled Id ■ butt. In confonnflj 
■1& Ihe I«(>1 wMlTlilDal of the publli Undi, irwr Ule 

ut ikkli, opoD kpplluilDD 10 Oit re^iiter oCIhe land-ofBcs 
la vkldhbe or ihc li tboul id mik* nich enur, make 

IKoivdLu a <[iurter-B«olli 




,._erehMd ot chiMtei.. .. _.. 

fmtt, bj two cndU>le vltneuei, ttiat he, ah 
thW it lo (ar, •oBU member or membnt ' 
w UTB eredad a dvdUng-houH 



n*a Ibr Ibe Ion of fire T«ura> and IIUI r«tlda Dwt 
MB* (and tbal Dtilher th* uU laod or aof pari Di 
ha* bMB allCDaud) ; then, [n iadi eaae, he, tbf, or 
mon tfa* sannent of W nan per urt for the qm 
(oMivd, ahal[ be enUtlad lo a palent, u In other 
orMlM Iv Ut: ^ixfiirooliied AirMw, In cam i 
Stath of bath father acd mother, l^sTlDg a minor cl 
tfilMieD, U» right BDd the rue ihall Iniirg lo the b 
of MM oilDor child or children, aod the rnardtan sh 
anthoilaad to pertlct Uw entrf for the beheaclarlei. 

fli«;ean. iVMIfdMl, Tbst nothlDg In Ihli nation 

'— ■••cUon orft»ellonalqo»nn--iecllonotlBnd ^^^^ 

Ef pretmpUonrtEhl bu been acqqlred prior to Iho 
at Ihli act. AnSprotidtdfarlAtr, Thai aQ an. 
da nndff lh« proTlelani atlhli lesUoii, ainn lonila 






for any register or recelVer; Pratidtil.Vtiitt nO' 

lung predo^Uon, donalion, or graduation lavi, or lo 

irace landi which hare been reaerred to be »ld or 

entored at iba piic* of M M per acre ; bvt no mtry, 
uKler laid eradvaUoit ad, lAali A< aliovnd vntU 
Hfltr proi^ t^ adaai 9tMiem*nt and Buiit^fOti^n or 00- 
aupoMOi/ for at UatI lAitt numUi, ai prorldad Ibr la 
Sec.SotlfaeialdacL 
I T. And bt it/ureur tnatltd. That each BCtaal wt- 
or Dpon Unda oTllw United Statta, irhlofa baTs not baes 

9 sow required br'lair, ihaUba entitled to two jairt 
om Ibe commeJMDUiit ot UnMonpaUoB orMtUemeat; 
sr, U Ihe landi ban not bean aurnred, two jtui frsiq 
Ihe recent of the appnred plat of iochlandi at tlM Dk* 
Uict Land OIBoa, wfildu wUcb to eompleta tha proof! of 
Ida aald cUm, and to enter and pv tm the UAd ■« 
claimed, at I'llnhiMim prioa of emoh Unda ; and where vuA 
--tUemenia bare ab^adj boea mada la Bood fbUh, tho 
dmantihallbaeutlUedlo tha laid period ot two ;ean 
im and after the dale of thla act; J'roridtd,1bt.t no 
ibn or preimpUon iball ba allowed lor mare than IN 
m, or OQe-qnartor isoliaa of land, nor Ihall tay nuA 
aim be admiUed nnder tha prorUeni ot llda act| nn1e« 
ere Hhall hBYB bean at laaat three montiu of actual aod 
intlnuooi realdeoei 



)*M cifitillfiirjpMUetait, >mU bt i 

, , j» HrAaiH daabnoCHl Ay odd nwitt 

I L .^«f »« it ;W««r tiui«M, That tlie raglUer of the 



ill note all lach appUcatloni an the tr 



Luid OOoa, together wllh the proc 
bar* bMti foonded. 

1 1, And M it/W-Msr tnaeUd, Tl 
■tkder tha provulona of thla act the 



J 4. A»d ba afilrllitr trnvOtd, Tbat It, at aoT Umi 
■nar flBof tha aOdaidt, aa reqnlred In the lint eectton 
at fldi ma, and baton (he expiration of iho are jean 



im uid Buvj, fchen, and In dthar ot IhoM 
H r^lat thall caneal Ihe entiy, and Ihe land r- 
■unwi dull roTort to Iba OoTammanit, and be ^ipoae 
at u Mbar pabllo landi are now bj law, asb|ool lo a 
upaal (0 Ihe Secraiet; af the Interior. And In no oai 
rial! anr land, the antrj whanof ihatl have baan eai 
eallad, acain be mbJecC to occupation, or anbr, ar pn 
-a tht „ -— ---- ' ■■ '-" 



fsTIlM be UfttrHur enactid. That It >nr paiaon, 
■ow or hereafter, a reildent of anr one ot the Btatca or 
terrllarlea, and not a dtlieii of ttie Onlted Stataa, but 



n ahall ba entitled U 



I pro^mpdon law* majr take leia Ih — 

klaobdlrlilani; Pnvtdtd furOior^TbiX 



\tproptr omOiariiti ifj in 
In Mm yawv/Vont Aa jiai- 



all penoni who are prtimjpUm, ■ 

ihall, iffKHi £bajiayn#fit to IA«t* 

■i»Mli)«riiore,tfjKi*((te*lM)tn.. , , ,— 

illtiftMta^^t«^<ieiloxfttiiiXtimB ihaOoiera- 
Lent, ■• now provldad bv tha audn* preAn^thn lawi. 
18. AndbtUtWOurtnatttd^t^ tha Dth eeetlon 
t the aet entitled "An act hi adAtkm to an act nor* 
Ibotaally to provide for the punbhment af certain crime* 
ralnit the UnHad Statea, and lor other poipoeaa," ap- 
rored the 8d of Uarch, In the jear IW, ihall extend to 
U oBthfl, afflmmlloni, and affidavlte required or author^ 



ilha, aad balore tha ai^tlon ot the ere rean, 
la uuuudng a patent thaietor trom Ifaa Qaremmant, aa 
L Dlhar caaei prorlded by law. 

I ID. AndbtUAirAtrtiuicttd.'Ballta land! Ijhlg 
. ItUn Ihe Umlti itf * Stale which htn haen mbject la 
lale at prlrate enUr, and which remain nmold atlar the 
'ipK of IhlrtjF jraen, ahall be, andUwiame are berebr, 
.ededto Ihe Bute iBWhleh tha mum m»be altuaied; 
J^wided, Theie ceidoni ihall In no wa; InTalldale any 
Inceptlre preSmptian il^ ar leeatlon, or any entrj under 
"-*- act, nor any gale or lalei whkh may be made b; tha 
._ted Blatei belbre the landi herdif csded ahall ba ear- 
tUed 10 Iba SUta, at thajr ara herabjr required to be,Bndev 
mch refolaHoni aa mar ba preacilbed bf tha Seocelarr 
of the Interior. AndpnxldtdJurllur,TbMtni>iieteoM 
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This b&l giyei to every dtken of the United States, 
** who Is the head of a family,** and to every person of 
foreign birth reriding In the country, who has declared 
Mi taitention to become a dtiien, though he may not be 
the head of a family, the prlTilege of appropriating to 
Mmself one hundrea and sixty acres of Government 
land, of settling and residing upon it for five years ; and 
should his residence continue until the end of this period, 
he shall then receive a patent on the payment of twenty- 
five cents per acre, or one-fifth of the present Govern- 
ment p ice. During thte peiiod, the land is protected 
from all the debts of the settler. 

Tills bill altfo contHiiM a ctnion to the States of all the 
public lands within their respective' limits *' which have 
been subject to sale at private entry, and which remain 
unsold after the lap«e of thirty years." This provision 
embraces a present donation to the h'tates of twelve mil- 
lions two hundred and twenty-nine thousand seven hun- 
dred and thirty-one acres, and will, from time to tinte, 
transfer to them large bodies of such lands which, from 
peculiar circumstances, may not be absorbed by private 
purchase and settlement. 

To the actual settler, this bill does not make an abso- 
lute donation; but the price is so small that It can 
scarcely be called a sale. It is nominally twenty-five 
cents per acre; but considering this Is not to be paid un- 
til the end of five years, It Is, in fact, reduced to about 
dfl^teen cents par acre, or one-seventh of the prteent 
THfaimnm price of the public lands. Ih regard to the 
States, It is an absolute and unqualified gift 

I. This state of tiie facts raises the question whether 
Congress, under the Constitution, has the power to give 
away the public lands, dtber to States or individuals. 
On this questton, I expressed a decided opinion in my 
message to the House of Bepresentatives, of the 24th 
Februaiy, 1800, returning the agricultural college bill. 
This opudon remains unchanged. The argument then 
osed applies, as a constitutional objection, with the 
greater force to the present bill There it had the plea 
of consideration, growing out of a specific beneficial pur- 
pose ; here. It is an absolute gratuity to the State without 
the pretext of consideration. I am compelled, for want 
of time. In these last hours of the seission, to quote 
largely from this message 

I presume the general proposition will be admitted, 
that Congress does not possess the power to make do- 
nations of money, already In the Treasury, raised by 
taxes on the people, either to States or individuals. 

But It is contended that the public lands are placed 
upon a different footing from money raised by taxation, 
and that the proceeds arising from their sale are not 
subject to the limitations of the Constitution, but may 
be appropriated or given away by Congress, at its own 
discretion, to States, corporations, or individuals, for 
any purpose they may deem expedient. 

The advocates of this bill attempt to sustain their po> 
■ition upon the language of the second clause of the 
third section of the fourth article of the Constitution, 
whifih declares that *'the Congress shall have power to 
dispose off and make all needful rules and regulations 
respecting the territory or other property belonging to 
the United States.'* They contend that, by a fair inter- 
pretation of the words "dispose of" in this clause. 
Congress possesses the power to make this gift of pub- 
lic lands to the States for purposes of education. 

It would require clear and strong evidence to induce 
Che belief that the framers of the Constitution, after 
having United the powers of Congress to certain, pre- 
cise, and specific objects, intended, by employing the 
words " dispose of," to give that body unlimited power 
over the vast public domidn. It would be a strange 
anomaly indeed, to have created two funds, the one by 
taxation, confined to the execution of the enumerated 
powers delegated to Congi-ess, and the other from 
the public lands, applicable to all subjects, foreign and 
domestic, which Congress miglit designate. That this 
fUnd should be ^ disposed of," not to pay the debts of 
the UMted States, nor ^ to raise and support armies," 
nor " to provide and maintain a navy," nor to accom- 
plish any one of the other great objects enumerated in 
the Constitution, but be diverted from them to pay the 
debts of the States, to educate their people, and to 
carry into effect any other measure of their domestic 
policy — this would be to confer upon Congress a vast 
and irresponsible authority, utterly at war with the 
well-known Jealousy of the Federal power which pre- 
vailed at the formation of the Constitution. The na- 
tural intendment would be that, as the Constitution 
eonfined Congress to well-defined specific powers, the 
ftmds placed at their command, whether in land or 
money, shoidd be appropriated to the performance of 
the duuee ootresponcang with these powera. If not, a 
6ov«Bmeiii bar. bees created, with all its other powers 



earefrOIy limited, bat withoat wy llmiution la 
U> the public lands. 

But I cannot so read the words "disposed of" at to 
make them embrace the idea of "giving awaj.^^ The 
true meaning of words is alwars to be ascertained by the 
subject to which they are wplied, and the known general 
hitent of the lawgiver. Gongreas to trustee under the 
Constitution f<Mr the people of the United States to " di»> 
pose of " theh: public Isjods, and I think I may venture to 
assert with confidence that no case can be found in which 
a trustee in the position of Congress has been authorized 
to " dispose </" property by Its owner, whore it has ever 
been held that these words anthorlied such trustee to give 
away the fund intrusted to his care. No trustee, when 
called upon to account for the dispositbn of the property 
placed under his management before ai^ Judicial tribn- 
nal, would venture to present such a plea ki his defense. 
The true meaning of these words is clearly stated by 
Chief Justice Taney in deUvodng the opinion of the Court 
(19 Howard, p. 486). He says, In reference to this clanae 
of the Constitution, "It begins its enumeration of powers 
by that of disposing; hi other words, making sale of the 
lands, or raising money from them, which, as we have al> 
ready said, was the main object ox the eession (frosn the 
States), and which is the first thing provided for hn the 
article." It is unnecessary to refer to the hietory of the 
times to establish the known fact that this statement of 
the Cldef Justice Is perfectly well founded. That U never 
was intended by the framers of the Constitatiim that these 
lands should be given away by Congress is maxdfest from 
the conclodlng portion of the same clause. Sy It, Con- 
gress has power not only "to dispose of" the terrltoiy, 
but of the " other property of the United States." In th« 
language of the Chief JusUce (p. 487), "And the same 
power of making needfiil rules respecting the territory le 
in precisely the same language applied to the other pro- 
perty of the United States, assodi^lng the power erer the 
territory, in this respect, with the power orer movable or 
personid property— that is, the ships, arms, or munltione 
of war, which tiien belonged in common to tiie State sove- 
reimties." 

nie question is still dearer ]n regard to the public lande 
hi the States and Territories within the Louidana and 
Florida purchases. These lands were paid for out of the 
public Treasury from money raised by taxation. Now, if 
Congress had no power to appropriate the money witk 
wlddi these lands were purchased. Is it not clear that the 
power over the hmds is equally limited ? The mere €«»• 
version of tiiis money into land oouUL not confer upon 
Congress new power over the disposition of land which 
they had not possessed over money. If it could, then • 
tnistee, by changing the character of the ftmd intrusted 
to his care fw special objects frtnn money into land, might 
give the land away, or devote U to any puroose he thought 
proper, however foreign from the trust. The inference 1» 
Irresistible that this land partakea of the very same cha- 
racter with the money psid for it, and can be devoted to 
no objects different from those to which the money could 
have been devoted. If this were not the case, then, bj 
the purchase of a new Territory from a foreign govern- 
ment out of the public Treasury, Congress could enlarge 
their own powers, and appropriate the proceeds of the 
sales of the land thus purchased, at their own discretion, 
to other and far different objects from what they could 
have applied the purchase money which had been raised 
by taxation. 

II. It will prove unequal and unjust in its operation 
among the actual settlers themselves. 

The first settlers of a new country are a most merito 
rious class. They brave the dangers of savage warfan^ 
suffer the privations of a frontier Ufe, and, with the hand 
of toil, bring the wilderness into cultivation. The ** old 
settlers,** as tliey are everywhere called, are public bene- 
factors. This claits have all paid for their lands, the 
government price, or $1 25 per acre. They have coxk» 
Htruct«d roads, established schools, and laid the founda- 
tion of prosperous Commonwealths. Is it Just, Is it 
equal, that, after they have accomplished all this by their 
labor, new settlers should come in among them and re- 
ceive thehr farms at the price of twenty-five or eighteen 
cents per acre f Surely the old setUers, as a class, are 
entitled to at least equal benefits with the new. If yon 
give the new settlers their lands for a comparatively 
nominal price, upon every principle of equality and 
Justice, you will be obliged to refund out of the common 
Treasury the difference which the old have paid above 
the new settiers for their land. 

IIL This bill wlU do great injustice to the old soldier* 
who have received land warrant! for their services in- 
fighting the battles of their country. It wiU greatly 
reduce the market value of these warrants. Already^ 
their value has sunk, for one hundred and sixty acre 
warrants, to sixty-seven cents per acre, vnder an appire- . 
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In the Setiat« the ttuestion, Sball this bill 
paBs iiotwithstunding the obJecUorig of the Pre- 
eideut 1 wiis put and lost, ae follows : ' 

Tub— Meuia. AnUuin;, Srotcn, Chandler, Gark, 
Doollttle, Ourhee, reHenilen. .MKcA. Pool, Fuller, (.'ui'n, 
Uale, Hamlin Harlan, King, Lai>i,Lal/iani,2/'icholton, 
l-oUi^PuehjJUae, BImmoni, Sumner, Ten igci, Trum- 

Republicnns in Roman, IB; Democrats in 
Italia, 9. Total, 28. 

Vltxpatrld^ Oreen, Ucmphlll, Eontar, Irenon, JohnaoB 
<Teiin.). Johnaon (Ark.>. Uallorr. Haaon, Paarca, Powell, 
BebaHlaD, (Vlgralt, Iul*a-lS. 

All from the South, and all Democrats, ex- 
cept Mr. Critt«ndea (Am.), of ken tuck j. 
Several Senators were paired, vbieh accouotb 
for the light vote. So tbe bill failed, not hav- 
ing rcueived the requisite tvo-thirdgvote necM> 
a r; to pasi it oTor the EiecutJve Veto. 
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DEMOCRATIC PLATFOKVI, 

ADOPTED BY THE UXITED STATES SENAIX. 



Ok the first of March, 1860, Mr. Davis, of 
MissisBippi, submitted to the Senate- the follow- 
ing ResolutioDS : 

1. B€9olved, that in the adoption of the Federal Con- 
ftiuztion, the Statei adopting the same acted severally 
aa ft-ee and Independent soTerelgnties, delegating a por- 
tion of thdr powen to be exercised by the Federal Oot- 
emment for the increased secority of each against 
dangers, d<mis$tie as well as foreign ; and that any in- 
termeddling by any one or more States, or by a combi- 
nation of their citizens, with the domestic institutions of 
the others, on any pretext whateyer, political, moral, 
or religioas, with a ilew to thdr <Usturbance or subver- 
sion, is in violation of the Constitution, insulting to the 
States so interfered with, endangers their domestic peace 
and tranquillity— otajects for which the Constitution was 
formed— and by necessary consequence, tends to weaken 
and destroy the Union Itselfl 

8. BesofcedjJOiai negro Slavery, as it exists in fifteen 
States of this iTnion, composes an important portion of 
their domestic institutions, inherited from their ances- 
tors, and existing at the adoption of the Constitution, by 
which it is recognised as constituting an important ele- 
ment in the apportionment of powers among the States ; 
and that no ^ange of opinion or feeling on the part of 
the non-slaveholding States of the Union, in relation to 
this institution, can Justify them, or their citizens, in 
open or covert attadcs thereon, with a view to its over- 
throw ; and that all such attaclcs are in manifest viola- 
tion of the mutual and solemn pledge to protect and de- 
fend each other, given by the States respectively on en- 
tering into the constitutional compact which formed the 
Union, and are a manifest breach of faith, and a viola- 
tion of the most solemn obligations. 

8. ^MotoM{, That the Union of these States rests on 
the equality of rights and privileges among its mem- 
bers ; and that it is especially the duty of the Senate, 
which represents the States in their sove'reign capacity, 
to resist all attempts to discriminate either in relation 
to persons or property in the Territories, which are the 
common possessions of the United States, so as to i^ve 
advantages to the citizens of one State which are not 
equally assured to ttiose of every other State. 

4. £68ok>ed. That neither Congress nor a Territorial 
Legislature, wnelher by direct legislation or legislation 
of an inject and unfriendly character, possess power 
to annul or impair the constitutional right of any citizen 
of the United States to take his slave property into the 
eommon Territories, and there hold and e^joy the same 
while the Territorial condition remains. 

ft. Besolvedt That if experience should at any time 
prove that the Judicial and executive authority do not 
possess means to Insure adequate protection to consti- 
tutional rights in a Territory, and If the Territorial Gov- 
ernment shonl4 fail or refuse to provide the necessary 
remedies for that purpose, It will be the duty of Congress 
to supply such deficiency. 

6. jKewUoedt That the inhabitants of a Territory of 
the United States, when they rightfully form a con- 
stitution to be adxnitted as a State into the Union, may 
then, for the first time, like the people of a State when 
forming a new Constitution, decide for themselves 
whether Slavery, as a domestic institution, shall be 
maintained or prohibited within their Jurisdiction ; and 
" they shall be received into the Union with or without 
Slavery, as their Constitution may prescribe at the time 
of their adsoission." 

7. BMoUoedt That the provision of the Constitu- 
tion for the rendition of ftigitlves firom service or labor, 
without the adoption of which the Union could not have 
been formed, and that the laws of 1798 and 1850, which 
were enacted to secure its execution, and the main fea^ 
tares of which, being similar, bear the impress of nearly 
seventy years of sanction by tiie highest Judicial author- 
ity, should be honestly and faithfully observed and 
maintained by all who ex^oy the benefits of our com- 

8 act of Union ; and that all acts of individuals or of 
tate Legislatures to defeat the purpose or nullify the 
requirementfi 9f that provision, and the laws made in 



pursnanca of it, are hoatile in character, inbyerBiTe el 
the Constitution, and revohitioaary in tlieir affect. 

On the 8th May followiog, Mr. Clingman, of 
North Carolina, addressed the Senate at length 
on these resolutions, maintaining the position 
that the Constitution does guarantee the rjj;ht 
of holding slaves in the Territories of the Uiu* 
ted States, but that the enforcing of that right, 
by Congressional action, was inexpedient, and 
would be of no practical value to the Slave 
States ; also, that the South waived that right 
in agreeing to the Compromises of 1850 and ihe 
Kansas-Nebraska Act (repeal of the Missouri 
Compromise) of 1854. Mr. C. also reviewed 
the proceedings of the National Convention at 
Charleston, and concluded as foUowt) : 

Entertaining these views, I have been disposed to ab- 
stain as much as poedble from the discussion of thew 
questions, and I really hope that we shall not press them. 
I think no advantage can grow out of it. I greatly fear 
that I have occupied more of the valuable time of the 
Senate than I intended. I felt, however, that from me. hi 
my position, some explanation was necessary. I think 
that the gentiemen on the other side of the Chamber have 
given us a platform already. We shall have to fight 
them ; we had better make up our minds to go into the 
contest, and meet them on the ^reat issue they tender ««. 
In ten days, we shall probably nave their derlaration c* 
war from Chicago, and the clash of arms will romaience 
very soon. It hi time for us to close our ranks. I am 
ready to fight under any flag and any standard-bearer 
that may be i^ven us. I can adopt any of those platforms 
that were presented at Charleston. I leave all that to 
our political ftiends assembled in convention. I know 
that they will present a platform, and present a man le« 
objectionable to me than the candidate on the other dde. 
I regard them as the deadly political enemies of my see- 
tion; as the enemies of the Constitution of the iJntted 
States. I want to embark hi the contest and fi^t them 
with closed and serried ranks on our side. I have spokea 
only in behalf of the Democratic party, of the ConstitOr 
tion, and the country. 

MR. BKNJAMIN ON POPULAR SOVERKIGNTT. 

Senator Benjamin, of Louisiana, followed : 

Mr. Bei^amin. — Mr. President. I had no intention of 
Joining in this debate, or of uttering one word on the re- 
solutions now before the Senate ; but, sir, 1 have listened 
with intense surprise to what has fallen from the Senator 
from North Carolina this morning, and I cannot remain 
quiescent and by silence appear to give consent to what 
he has said In relation to the action of certain Southern 
delegates in the recent Convention at Charleston. 

The Senator from NorUi Carolina thinks that political 
races can best be run without the load of principles. The 
Senator from North Carolina thinks that thebest way ta 
get success in a political contest is not to bother youiielf 
with the baggage of principle, but let your candidate run 
with nothing on his back, anu probably In that way he 
may run the faster and reach the goal the sooner. And 
again, the honorable Senator thinks that, because the 
Cincinnati platform was acceptable to the whole Demo- 
cracy in I066, there Is and can be no reason why De- 
mocrats who stood on that platform at that time should 
be dissatisfied with it now. 

Mr. President, let us look a little back, behind 1859, in 
relation to that platform, and to the living issue on which 
we are separated as regards that platform. We all r^ 
member, sir— no man can forget^that, in the exciting 
contest which took place on tiie Kansas^Nebraska bill, 
those who were the firmest supporters of the bill dUTered 
in principle on that one point which now threatens to di- 
vide the Democratic party. They differed openly ; they 
avowed their differences ; they provided for the final 
settlement of those differences. Sir, teA^n vt mei im 
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e<n.tf«M, wuLer the Uad oftks honorable Senator from 
lUtmoUy viho imtrodueed the Kaneao-Nebratika hiU^ U 
vxu/ound that the DemooraU from the North and the 
r^timoorais from the South eotud not agree in pHnei- 
pie. The Democrats from the South then took the posi- 
lion that the CondtltutioD of the United States wm plain 
and clear. The rights of the people of the South were 
placed upon that instrument. I agree with the Senator 
from Mississippi (Mr. Davis) that we have nothing to d(i 
la thl« controversy with natural rights or natural pruici* 
pies. Those rights and those principles, which lie at the 
foundation of social organisation and civil government, 
were proper subjects of examination and consideration 
with Uie fattiers. They did take them into consideration. 
They decided them. They have given us a chart by 
which now we are bound all to direct our course ; Hud that 
chart is the OonsUtutlon of our country. Resting the 
rights of the South upon that Constitution, when the dls- 
eoflsions arose upon the Kansas>Nebraska bill, the S«na- 
^ ton from the South who met in caucus, or in convention, 
or In primary meeting, if you choose so to say, all agreed, 
without a dissenting VQice, that, by the true construction 
of the Oonstltution of the United States, the Territories 
belonging to the United States were the common pro- 

Krty of all ; that each State had equal rights in those 
rritories; that amongst those rights was the right of 
the citiiens of the diilerent States to emigrate to those 
Territlories with their property of everv nature and kind ; 
and, when there, we contended that there was no power 
under heaven that could drive us out of those Territories, 
or deprive us therein of the protection of the Constitution 
and the laws, until the people of the Territory should 
make a constitution and form a State. 

The Senator flrom Illinois did not agree with us In 
that He has been consistent. The Senator from Illi- 
nois held that there was a power in the people of a 
Territory ; he believed in Popular Sovereignty ; he be- 
lieved in some inherent right in the people when assem- 
bled, even in th« original inchoate shape in which they 
come as emigrants to the Territories, to pass laws to 
govern themselves ; to mold their own Institutions, as he 
phrased it, and included in that power the right to act 
against Slavery. We could not agree. Morning after 
morning we met. for the purpose of coming to some 
understanding upon that very point ; and it was finally 
understood by all, agreed to by all, made the basis of a 
compromise by all the supporters of that bill, that the 
Terntories should be organised with a delegation by Con- 
gress of all the power of Congress in the Territories, and 
tiiat the extent of the power of Congress should be deter- 
mined by the courts. Firm in our belief of our rights, 
conscious that in the Constitution we had guaran^ 
enough ; knowing that it was Impossible for a judicial tri- 
boniu to maJLe other than one decision, we said that we 
would stand by that decision when made ; and if it 
shotild be determined by the Supreme Coiurt of the 
United States that there was a power in this Qovemment 
to deprive the people of the South of their fair share of 
the common Territories of the Union, if that power in this 
Govern ment existed in Congress, and if Congress dele- 
gated all its power to the Territories, we would stand by 
the decision and agree that we asserted a right that found 
no wan-ant in the Constitution ; and, on the other hand, 
our brother Democrats of the North, and the Senator 
flrom Illinois at their head, agreed that if the Supreme 
Court of the United States should determine that the Con- 
gress of the United States had no power to interfere 
with Southern rights in the Territories, if, consequently, 
we bad had not the power that we could delegate at all, 
then the Democrats of the North would join us in showing 
respect and obedience to that decision, and stand with 
OS on Uie principle that we advocated as the true one. 
None of us supposed at the time that the decision would 
come so quick, None of us knew of the existence of a 
controversy then pending in the federal courts that 
would lead almost immediately to the decision of that 
question. We provided in the Kansas act itself ; we in- 
troduced an express clause having for its avowed object 
to bring that question before the courts for decision, 

WeU, sir, the question did come before the courts, and 
the Supreme Court of the United States, In the decision in 
the Dred Scott case, has determined — gentlemen say It is 
no decision— as doctrine, or as opinion, or in some way has 
declared ttiat the Congress of the United States has no 
power so to legislate as to destroy the rights of the people of 
the South in their slave property in the Territories, and the 
judges have said as a proposition, so clear that it required 
no argument, that the Congress possessing no such power, 
it was plain that it could give none to the Territorial Legisla- 
ture- I do not understand that the gentlemen from the North, 
the members of the Democratic party, controvert that. 

But at a time when we supposed that we all at length 
.taood uffoa one comiaon platfona ; that we had at last a 



guide and a pole star by which the Democratic party couid 
guide the ship of State, a sudden and alarming heresy 
spm-Ag up in the North, and something was said about the 
ng^% of the Legislature of the Territories not to destroy 
SUvery ; not to abolish it ; not to confiscate by direct 1^ 
glslation the rights of the citizens of the South who might 
find themselves in the Territories with their property, but, 
by a side blow, by indirection, and by failure to perform 
duty, by " tmfriendly legislation," to do that which constl- 
tutlonally they had no power to do by any direct effort of 
legislative will. Now, sir, the C^cinnati platform, with 
wUch the gentleman from North Carolina seems to be so 
much in love, and which he thinks is sufficient for the con- 
stitutional rights of the South, would be sufficient for that 
purpose, is sufficient for that ptupose properly construed - 
but when the delegates of a great party, assembled to- 
gether from all portions of the Confederacy, recently met, 
and tiie proposition was made to them to adopt the Chi- 
clnnati platform. It was made under what circumstances, 
and with what view? It wae made toith a hnovoledge 
of effery man in that OonftenUon that two distinctly 
oppoeite interpretations were put upon that platform 
— (me at the Souths and the other at the North. 

Mr. Clingman. — ^The Senator will allow me to ask him if 
these two opinions were not upon whether a Territorial Le 
gislatnre could legislate for or agtdnst Slavery ? Are tbost 
the opinions to which he refers f 

Mr. Beujamin. — The opposite constructions are put in 
several points. One point is, whether the Territorial Le- 
gislature has a right to aboUsh Slavery in the Territories 
or not, before forming a State Constitution ; and another 
is, whether or not it is the duty of the Federal Government 
to protect the rights of the people of the South In the Ter- 
ritories. Upon those two points opposite Interpretations 
and opposite principles exist, and were developed In the 
Charleston Convention. 

Mr. Clingman. — ^I will answer \he gentleman when he is 
through. 

Mr. Pu^ — ^Do I understand the gentleman to say that 
every member of the Convention agreed that the platform 
had received two interpretations, or that it was susceptible 
of it? 

Bfr. Bet^jamin. — Irtndoretand that opposite interpre- 
tations were plainly and openly gi/oen to that platform 
in Convention, by men whose good faith no man has 
ever yet disputed to m/y knowledge. 

Bfr. Pugh.— I do not think that was the ground of the 
difference of opinion at all. I said there never were two 
interpretations that could be fsdrly given to it ; that the 
platform purposely, in the language of the Senator from 
North Carolina, referred that question to judicial tribu- 
nals ; that the difference of opinion arose upon the judicial 
question; it did not arise upon the platform; and that 
consequently it was a false accusation. I say that cer- 
tainly in no unkind spirit to tiie Senator ; but I say the 
platform is not susceptible of two Interpretations ; that it 
referred a controversy to arbitration. There might be a 
difference of opinion as to the particular arbitration of it, 
but there was none as to the terms of submission. 

Mr. Benjamin. — I read, Mr. President, with as much 
attention as I was capable of, everything that occurred in 
that convention, and I saw tiie statement over and over 
again made in the convention, and not controverted, that 
different opinions were put upon that platform in different 
parts of the country. 

Bfr. Pugh. — I certainly controverted it for one. I do 
not recollect who else may have stated it. It may have 
been repeated a great many times ; but I did controvert it. 

Bfr. BenJandn. — ^Now, sir, I say. In relation to that Cin- 
cinnati platform, which the Senator fh>m North Carolina 
seems to think ought to have amply sufficed the South, and 
to have sufficed the Democratic party, these two opposite 
interpretations were known to be, intended to be given to 
it. Further, I say this : I say It was avowed at Charleston, 
over and over again, that if a construction was given to 
that platform by which it should be clearly stated that the 
people of the South were entitled to have their slaves pro- 
tected in the Territories against any db«ct interference, 
either by Conoressional or Territorial leg^lation ; if that 
was avowed ; if the doctrine of the party was asserted to 
be that the Legislature of ttie Territory, whilst a Territory 
existed In its mchoate organisation, had no right to inter- 
fere with Slavery, then It was said, again and again, that 
no northern State could be carried upon that ground. 

Mr. Clingman. — On ti^e question as to whether a Terri- 
torial Legislature could legislate against Slavery or for it, 
I ask the Senator whether that woold not necessarily 
be a question which a C( urt must determine ; that if tiie 
Legislature legislated or acted in any way, could we, by 
our opinions, settie it ; or is it not, flrom necessity, a judi- 
cial question? 

Bir. BenJan^. — The Senator b directing me entirely 
out o( the line of my argument. I must beg him to allov 
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tM to proceed in aqr Bott* Thai b noi at all what I am 
ak IthaenoreferaaceaialltomjrniMor ai!gament. 

I saj this : I mj that dUtlooUy apposite iaterpreta- 
tatioDt, or distinctly opposite principltis, if yoa choose, in 
relation to Boatbern rights under the Constitution, were 
avowed at Oharleston, by men profsssing all to be Demo- 
crats ; and that^ in my Judgment, it is a brand upon the 
food faith of the Democratic party, it is an Imputation 
upon their honor, it is unworthy of them, and unworthy 
of us all, that we should go Mfore the people of this 
country and ask their votes in favor of one party or an- 
ether, with the avowed purpose of presenting opposite 
Interpretations or opposite sets of principlei in the two 
sections of the Confederacy, as being the principles of a 
common party, and forming a common party creed. I 
say that I will never be a party to any such contest as 
that. If I go into an electors contest, I want to Icnow 
the principles of the party with which I act, and I want, 
before the people of my State, before the peoirie of the 
country, to declare those prinoi^es, to stand by them, to 
And them written in letters of light, so that no man can 
dare misconstrue them, and by them to stand, and with 
them, if need be, fall. 

That I understand to hare been the position of the dele- 

Sation of Louisiana at Charleston, Tailing that position, 
etermined that they would not palter to publio pr^u- 
dices by using words in any double sense; that all they 
did and all they said mutt go forth to the country inca- 
pable of misconstruction ; when they found it impossible 
to hare the principles upon which alone they could go 
into the Presidentiiu contest, stated thus clearly and thus 

Slainly, they withdrew, rightly withdrew, honorably with- 
rew. I applaud them; I approve them; I stand by 
them. I thinic they did as became high-minded and hon- 
orable dtiaens. I think the State will show itself grateful 
to them for their act. .... 

Mow, the honorable Senator says he is willing to go 
with Democrats upon almost any platform ; that almost 
any one that we can elect would be preferable to the ad- 
versaries against whom we are to be opposed. 

Mr. Clingman. — I said any of those proposed. I alluded 
to those proposed in the Convention. 

Mr. Benjamin. — I suppose so. Now, Mr, President, I 
am not willing to go for any man, I do not care whether 
his name has been proposed or not, who is not willing to 
stand upon a platform of principle, of constitutional prin- 
ciple. I am willing to go for any man, whether named 
or not, who will pledge his honor to stand faithftilly and 
squarely upon a platform of sound principles ; and when 
a platform of sound constitutional principle! shall be 
adopted by a Democratic Convention, satisfactory to me, 
with my views of constitutional right, and saUsfactory to 
my people— principles satisfactory to my people, I say ; 
I care not for men — then you msy put upon that platform 
any man who can stand upon it honorably, and I will 
vote for him ; I will maintain him ; I will canvass my 
State in his behalf; I will spend all my time and ail my 
breath in his cause, wherever, whenever, and however, 1 
may be asked by his friends. That far, sir, I am willing 
to go ; but I have no stomach for a fight in which I am to 
have my choice between a man who denies me all my 
rights openly and fairly and a man who admits my rights 
but Intends to filch them. I have no choice there. 

BENJAMIN ON DOUQLAS. 

After Kr. Douglases famous speech of Maj 15th 

and 16th, on these resolutions, Mr. Benjamin 

addressed the Senate again, speaking of Mr. 

Douglas as follows : 

Mr. Bei\Jamm said, when we met here in December, 
the pubUo mind was greatly disturbed by the irruption of 
a band of fanatics into a State of the Union, with the 
avowed intent to liberate the slaves. A large number of 
resolutions have been oflTered, all relating to the relation 
of the Qencral Qovemment to Slavery in the States and 
Territories. The large number and variety of these re- 
•olutions, required that those who professed to belonging 
to the same party should meet. In order to harmonise 
and act in concert. A meeting of Democratic Senators 
was therefore held to accomplish this purpose. The 
Senator firom Illinois, in a speech occupying two days, 
had presented the extraordinary spectacle of advocating 
his own claims to the Presidency, and denouncing thoee 
who had dared to express their views on subjects before 
Uie Senate. The Senator firom Illinois assumed that he 
was the embodiment of the Democratic party, and that 
all who opposed him were rebels. He arraigned other 
Senators, and charged them and the representatives of 
seventeen States at Charleston as being on the high road 
te disunion. After having thus assailed everybody, he 
announced that he had oi4y spoken in self-defense, and 
with princely mignanlmlty agreed tc forgive thoee who, 



as he said, had erred taatt through Igncranee than d» 
sign. Mr. Beidamln tfcen defended the Dmocratie fliDa> 
ton firom the chane of having undertaken to dictate to 
the Charleston Convention what sort of platfbtm it 
should make. When the Kansas bill was b^ore ths 
Senate, the Senator firom Illinois called a caocos ol 
Democratic Senators every mondug to decide on their 
action for the day. The late Senatorial caucus had dons 
no more than that. Yet for this it had been diarged 
with seeking to diminish the Senator's chance for succsm. 
Mr. Benjamin next examined Mr. Douglas's charge tbst 
seventeen Democratic States had adopted a pUtform 
looking to the dissolution of the Union, and had jriaced 
themselves under the lead of Mr. Yancey, an avowed 
disunionist. Ills State had vcted fbr that platform, and 
he should vote for the Senate resolutions, and he denied 
that the Senator from Illinois had correct^ stated tb« 
meaning of either. Nobody here wanted to make a bIsti 
cede, a slang term which Mr. Douglaa lutd picked np 
firom the Republicans, nor to force Slavery on aa on- 
willing people. The attaclts upon the DismocraUc Sens* 
tors were wanton and unprovoked, and he should repd 
them. The Senator had defended hta con8l8ten<^ at 
great length, which was not the issae between tbem. 
The issue was that the Senator fh)m Dllnols had made i 
bargain and had violated it. To prove this he should 
not go further back than 185T, np to which time the Sent- 
tor from Iliino:s was lookea upon by tiie Democratie 
party with pride and favor. Why was It that a Senator 
who had thus been treated with favor should now b« 
separated fi-om his former associates? That he had 
passed over In hid speech, and he (Benjamin) would sop- 
ply the deficiency. 

Mr. Beojumin then went Into a history of the Kanui 
act, i>o{ntiiig out the differences between Democrats aod 
AepublicaiM and Douglas Democrats. At that tisM 
the Democrats being unable to agree as to the power of 
the people of the Territories, it was agreed to refer the 
subject to tiie Courts and to abide by the decision, fle 
never iiad attacked tlie Senator's consistency. It was hli 
consistency that constituted his great crime— adhering 
still to views which he had agreed to abandon when th« 
Court decided the question, and which the Court had 
decided against him. This he charged was bad faith. Th« 
Senstor no longer worshipped at the Democratic shrini, 
but had wandered forth after strange gods. Tlie Senator 
from Illinois liad admitted that he made this bargain, and 
yet he had be«*n engage since 1857 fn trying to explaia 
away, in conjunction with the Republicans, the declsioD 
of tite Court, and to render it useless in case It should be 
aflirroed. He quoted from the Dred Scott decision to show 
that the principle of right to slave property in the Ter* 
ritorles was decided by It. On this point he argued at 
great length to show that Congress had ftill power over 
the Territories within the limits of Its constitutional 
power; that the Constitution forbid the prohibition of 
Slavery In the Territories by Congrees ; and as the T^errito* 
rial Government derived all its powers firom Oongrtss, the 
Territorial Legislature could not do more thanOongress 
could. No sooner was this decision made than it wai 
attacked by the Republicans, and the Chief-Justice 
ansailed as having colluded with the President of the 
United States. The Senator from Illinois got over his bar* 
gain by saying that he did not agree to abide by the 
decision in the Dred Scott case ; but when the case was 
carried up from the Territorial Courts to Uie Supreme 
Court, he would obey that. This was an afterthought, 
first announced in the canvass of 1868, when pressed by 
Mr. Lincoln for a seat in the Senate. To save himself 
from defeat, he Introduced his theory as to the power of 
the people in the Territories. [Mr. BeAjamIn then read 
from the discussions between Messrs. Lincoln and Douglas 
to show that the former was much more candid in his ans- 
wers than the latter, and he confessed he was not such an 
ultra Anti-Siavery man as he supposed.] If r. Dongas 
told us here that he would abide the decision of the Court, 
but at home he turns his back on his promise, repudiates 
his words, and tells ids people that he has so arranged the 
Kansas bill that in spite of the decision the people of the 
Territories can keep slaves out. To be twice deceived 
by the same man would be to make them dupes and fools. 
Even Mr. Lincoln was shocked at his profligacy, and 
charged him with bad faith. The election came ofl^ and 
though Mr. Douglas was successfial by the arrangement 
of the Legislative Districts, Mr. Lincoln beat him ^000 on 
the popular vote. [Mr. Benjamin next read from Mr. 
Doug1as*s Harper's Magaiine article, tc show that he had 
alMoiutely copied Mr. Lincoln's arguments of 1858, and 
claimed them as discoveries of his own. Mr. Bei^a* 
min warned Mr. Douglas that the tendencies of his due* 
trines were to drive him back, step by step, to the BUck 
Republican camp.] We already find him using theargu 
mente and quoting the language of the Republicen p^r;/ 
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On the 24th llsj, the Tote »u laken od tba 
Rnt of Mr. DaTla'i tariei of raaolutloiu, ithich 
WM adopted, 86 to IS, the jm being all De- 
mocrats, except Messrs. Crittenden, of K;., and 
EenDed]', of Ud., Americans. Tbe najs 
■11 Repulilicaoi. The second Tesolutian was 
tben read, when Mr. Harlan (Rep., of Iowa) 
offbrcd to add the folloning as an ameDdmant : 

■pHch BDd of th« preu, on Uil* aod every oUier sattject 

This amendment was rejected, SO to 86, as fol- 

Tua—Htian. Blngbsni, Oliuidlir, Olark, OolUmer, 
I>1i<Hi, Duolltile, TeueDdtD, Foot, Foster, Orlmo, Hsie, 
Hanlln, Huliin, Kinc, Hmmoiu, Siuiiier, Tea Ejch, 
Trumlml], Wads, (nd Wllanci— Si). 



Oluaaiit, CIb/, Cllufmi 



ClilWoden, 
lanuand, Hemphill 
<w, J.ihnioD of 1 



W<(raU,nn<lT<i]e«-M. 

Teas all Kepublicans ; naTSall Democrats, ex- 
oeDt Crittenden and Kcnneilj, Americans. 

The Gecoiid resolution was then adopted, 8fl to 
80, the Tat« being exacttjthe reverse of thatou 
Hr. Harldu's amendment. 

Tlie tliird resolution of the series was adopted, 



Hin— HuirL BiBftiiiB, Chandler, Olnrt. Oollamtr, 
DIxoo, Doollute, renenden, r.'M, toiKr. Hiile. Hamlla. 
Rirlaa. SlmBiinii. Suiuner, Tea Krck, Traiobull, Wade, 
and Wibon-18. 

Yeas all Democrats, except Crittenden and 
KenneiSj ; najs all Republicans 

The fourth resolution was adopted, SG to 21, 
the neeatiTes being all Republicana, except Mr. 
Pugh, Dem., of Ohio. 

Mr, Clingman offered an amendoienl, in the 
form of the following resolutioo, to follow tlie 
4th of Mr. Davis's series : 

The amendment was debated at cousiderable 
length ; but, without taking the qneation, the 
'^enate adjonmed. 

On the following da;f, the amendment was 
Aioptei, SS to 23, OS follows: 

YliB.— Ueun. BIgler, DiDghun, Briigg, Ctitodler. 
CMk, Cllngmap, OoUanK^r, Crittenden, Dixon, Dnollttle, 

alk. Puih, SUniDani, Ten Eyck, 
, and ffu«.D_M. 

,.mia. Bright, Brown, Cheinut, 

Cliir,Dail9,Pltpau' ' " " ' " '- - 



ie.kennedy, L 



Rice, aaalibi 



t. UUQQ, 



U, Wlgfoll. 






n,'DiSlS,''ffi: 



Teas all Republicans, except Messrs. Biglert 
Bra^, Clingman, Crittenden, Johnson (Teno.> 
Kennedy, Latham, Folk, Fugh, and Toombs; 
Nays all Democrats. 

The fifth resolution of the series was then 
adopted, 3S to 2, HaTnlin and Trumbull, the 
Teas being all Democrats, except Crittenden and 
Kenned;. The seTcnth and last of the series 
was then adopted, 36 to 6, Mr. TenEjck, Rep., 
of New Jerse;, roting Tea 
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use to answer (he foUowlDfl: lat^rrD^atarlca, which, la 
r Judgment, Inrolrg kU the tenei pending between Km 
3 pollilcsl partlei of the country. 



il Rapnfilican DoannUw. an 



It alio commended yon, bj rewluHoii, lo ,..._, 

Elkan party, as one well worthy lo be the ■taiUlard' populiU 

nrof Uiat party in the Doming Preddeotlal ekcdoD, Jih. Do ran retoinlH aitr tneiinililr of rlgbli unDng i 

This hct the undenlgnsd have prtda and phanielnooni- HntotUiB Unital BuiH.ud <io you hohi Lbu Itliihad 

DumkatlDE lo yon, knnring that thnnij^HHit your Uto jou "t ""' ^^"^ "J'l^'S"'*. " 'ISHS -^"^S™" "'' 

bar* carded nnt, aa far as a private chbm mlifal, Ibt 5;5^,S'H'2^^!''^.'*'3El1i£.^°" 
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TMonlailly renwloed la privata lUB (or mav jeu*, ysnr anipleei of ■■" ' 

polhleal opinVnia are oome^uanUy not so w<J] widervtood Sin. Are . 

«y UteSwnhHean party at largo a» by the RepaWlcani ''^Jh *J}J„n,nfarwofihelm_ 

Inannch a. the delegation from Ihl. Blate to the OhU '"^" "" <^'"'^'^ "^f^ •> WSSStt" 
oaee ConventloD Intend to preient your name to that body 

many other EepubBcana of tfliaouil, desire to procure _ ___ ._ 

from you an eipodUon nf jnur virm on the engnwdng r. A. Dim, O. D. Fnin, 

roUUoal quoitlont of the time. We hope that nolwilh- '" " — — - "---- 

■taodtng yonr wdttoown rclucu ice lo appear belore the 
BBlilIc In the light of a Prttideatlal a^hvnt, jn -lU nut 
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Wllh pLEUqre I wUI uuwer jour qantloni. But bt- TT^ °i,^,| 
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It fedemGann: uid Ihil 
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(loo manj lo be >ep»™iel 



leiilDD u( ISll-eu, hav 

►*i« "«'''B "/ "aefc, aod It. iludj 

llT*d»t eoDCliuIOai IheD whicb uaiubl 
knt lodaeed me to cbaaee. The txia 
BUtbit In our Oounlry had It! begloni. 
fiBMOf tl» OoIodIh, aod wai Impoied 
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UuUmao! the ReToluHoo. nd long atl 
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lelKogaaide ihe Jndgmenl of the Clrcnlt Coort Bpn 
the meriu, and by dtgmlwlng the lult, wlUioDt ■■» ]odr 

ioprema Court tUd, and afl that It had lawjnl fowa 

Ihe learned jndgee thoDld have thought Uiat tbdr dn^ 
required them to dlicnn and ^n opLotona upoDTarkni 

Hiiiposed of by the court. All lucb oplniooe are »Ut 
Judicial and of do aotborilf . But bcalde thta, It appean 

Jadgefl are poHUcal ountloni, and tberefore beyood Ihfl 
ixj^ixance of the Jmliclary, and proper onlj lo ha oanA 
ilvred and diflpoMd of b; the poUtlcal departmeutL If 1 
HTn right In Ihlg, and It leema to mc plau, the precedent 
li niMt unfortunate, bccauu It may lead to a danoenrai 
iionOlct of anihorit; among the ooltrdiute brancha (if 



rmlgraic, and to Ihe whltu whom they lean btirind. Bm 
Africa 1( distant, and preacnli 10 many obatadca to ntM 
^ettlemcDt, ttaitt we eanuot Indulge the hope of draliuiig 

liopiilatlon. The trc^iJ regkinfl of America^ 1 think. 
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And aa to all Ibeaa rlftat^ 
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Yea, itTDUgly, 1 not only believe ancb a road of Ta 
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Vei; I am tOr coardlng Iho public lauds, aa well i 
|)iDlbl«, from Ihs danger of becoming the lubject of con 
njon trade and epeculatlon — fur keeping tbern for tl 

iiduble die to tboee who will actually Inhabit and b 
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think Ihal Sanaaa onght to 

dday, leaving her, like all l£e altae 



InouUe' In a plain, IniclUi 
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yovr Mii^fiusthn. I have not attempted to aupport my 
BiMirerB by argument, for I2iat could not be done In a 
Ihort letter; and, refltraining myself from going into 
feneral i>olitic8, I have confined my remarks to the 
particular subjects upon which you requested me to 
write. Tour obliged fellow-cttlBen, 

Kdwabo Bates. 



JUDGE BATES *S LETTER 

IN SUPPORT OF LINOOLM. 

St. Louis, Jims 11, 18d0. 
O. H. Bxowifiifo, Esq., Qulncy, 111. 

Dkab Sia : When I received your letter of May 22d, I 
had no thought that the answer would be so long de- 
layed ; but, wjdving all excuses, I proceed to answer 
it now. 

Under the circumstances of the case it ought not to 
have been doubted that I would give Mr. Lincoln's nom- 
ination a cordial and hearty support. But in declaring 
ogr intention to do so, it is due to myself to state some of 
the facta and reasons which have a controlling influence 
oret my mind, and which I think ought to be persua- 
tfre arguments with some other men, whose political 
opinions and antecedents are, in some important parti- 
Wlars, Uke my own. 

There was no good ground for supposing that I felt 
any pique or dissatisfaction because the Chicago Con- 
vention flailed to nominate me. I had no such feeUng. 
On party grounds, I had no right to expect the nomina- 
ttcML I had no claims upon the RepubUcans as a party, 
fbr I have never been a member of any party, so as to 
b€ bound by its dogmas, and subject to its discipline, ex- 
oept only the Whig party, which is now broken up, and 
tta materials, for the most part-, absorbed in other organi- 
■ationa. And thus I am left, alone and powerless, in- 
deed, but perfectly free to follow the dictates of my own 
Jndgment, and to take such part in current politics as 
Aj own sense of duty and patriotism may require. 
Many Republicans, and among them, I think, some of 
the most moderate and patriotic of that party, honored 
me with thebr confidence and desired to make me their 
cantUdate. For this favor I was indebted to the fact that 
between them and me there was a coincidence of opin- 
ion upon certiun important questions of government. 
Okey and I agreed In believing that the National Govern- 
ment has sovereign power over the Territories, and that 
It would be impolitic and unwise to use that power for 
the propagation of negro Slavery by planting it in Free 
Territory. Some of them believed also that my nomina- 
tlen, while it would teiy S» soften the tone of the Repub- 
Uean party, without any abandonment of its principles, 
mlf^t tend also to generalise its character and attract 
the Mendship and support of many, especially in the 
border States, who, like me, had never been members of 
their party, but concurred with them in opinion about 
the government of the Territories. These are the grounds, 
and I think the only grounds, upon which I was sup- 
ported at all at Chicago. 

Am to the platform put forth by the Chicago Conven- 
tion, I have little to say, because, whether good or bad, 
that will not constitute the ground of my support of Mr. 
Lincoln. I have no great respect for party platforms in 
^neral. They are commonly made in times of high ex- 
citement, under a pressure of circumstances, and with the 
view to conciliate present support, rather than to esta- 
blish a permanent system of principles and line of 
policy for the future good government of country, 
1%e Conventions which form them are transient in 
their nature ; their power and influence are consumed in 
the using, leaving no continuing obligation upon their re- 
spective parties. And hence we need not wonder tliat 
platforms so made are hardly ever acted upon in prac- 
tice. I shall not discuss their relative merits, but con- 
tent mjrself with saying that this Republican platform, 
though in several particulars it does not conform to my 
▼lews, is still far better than any published creed, past or 
present, of the Democrat.s. And as to the new party, it 
ha'« not chosen to promulgate any platform at ail, except 
two or three broad generalities which are common to the 
professions of faith of all parties In the country. No 
party. Indeed, dare ask the confidence of the nation, 
while openly denying the obligation to support the Union 
and the C^mstitution and to enforce the laws. That is a 
common duty, binding upon every citixen, and the failure 
to perform it ifl a crime. 

To me it is plain that the approaching contest must be 
b«*tween the D«;mocratic and the Republican parties ; and, 
between them, I prefer the latter. 

The Deniocratic party, by the long possession and 
abuse of power, has grown wanton and reckless ; has 



corrupted Itself and perverted the principles of the €K>» 
vemment ; has set itself openly against the great home 
interests of the people, by neglecting to protect theii 
industry, and by refusing to improve and keep in order 
the highways and depots of commerce ; and even now is 
urging a measure In Congress to abdicate the constitu- 
tional power and duty to regulate commerce among the 
States, and to grant to the States the discretionary 
power to levy tonnage duties upon all our commerce, 
under the pretense of Improving harbors, rivers, and 
lakes ; has changed the status of tlie negro slave by mak- 
ing him no longer mere property, but a politician, an 
antagonist power In the State, a power to which all other 
powers are required to yield, under penalty of a dissolu- 
tion of the Union ; has directed its energies to the grati- 
fication of its lusts of foreign domain, as manifested In its 
persistent efforts to seise upon tropical regions, not be- 
cause those countries and their Incongruous people are 
necessary, or even desirable, to be incorporated into c ur 
nation, but for the mere purpose of making Slave States, 
in order to advance tJie political power of the party in 
the Senate and in the choice of the President, so as 
elTectually to transfer the chief powers of the Government 
firom the many to the few; has in various instances 
endangered the equality of the coordinate branches of the 
Government, by urgent efforts to enlarge the powers of 
the Executive at the expense of the Legislative depart^ 
ment; has attempted to discredit and degrade the Judi- 
ciary, by afl'ectlng to make it, at first, the arbiter of 
party quarrels, to become soon and Inevitably toe pas- 
sive registrar of a party decree. 

In most, if not all these particulars, I understand the 
Republican party (Judg^g it by its acts and by the 
known opinions of many of Its leading men) to be the 
exact opposite of the Democratic party ; and that is the 
ground of my preference of the one party over the other. 
And that alone would be a sufficient reason, if I had no 
other good reasons, for supporting Mr. Lincoln against 
any man who may be put forward by the Democratic 
party, as the exponent of its principles and the agent to 
work out , in practice, its dangerous policies. 

The third party, which, by its formation, has destroyed 
the organization of the American and >Vhig parties, has 
nominated two most excellent men. X know them well, 
as sound statesmen and true patriots. More than thirty 
years ago I served with them both in Congress, and fi-om 
that time to this I have always held them in respect and 
honor. But what can the third party do toward the elec- 
tion of even such worthy men as these against the two 
great parties which are now in actual contest for the 
power to rule the nation f It is made up entirely of por- 
tions of the disintegrated elements of the late Whig and 
American parties — good materials, in the main, I admit, 
but quite too weak to elect any man or establish an^ 
principle. The most it can do is, here and there in par 
ticular localities, to make a diversion in favor of tht 
Democrats. In 1856, the Whig and American parties 
(not forming a new party ^ but united as allies), with en- 
tire unanimity and some zeal, supported Mr. Fillmore for 
the Presidency, and with what results? We made a 
miserable fkilure, carrying no State but gallant little 
Maryland. And, surely, the united Whigs and Ameri- 
cans of that day had a far greater show of strength and 
far better prospects of success than any which belong to 
the Constitutional Union party now. In fact, I see no 
possiblity of success for the ttiird party, except in one 
contingency— the Destruction of the Democratic party. 
That is a contlgency not likely to happen this year, for, 
badly as I tliink of many of the acts and policies of that 
party, its cup is not yet full— the day has not yet come 
when it must dissolve in its own corruptions. But the 
day is coming, and is not far off. The party has made 
itself entirely sectional ; it has concentrated its very be- 
ing Into one single Idea ; negro Slavery has control of all 
its faculties, and it can see and hear nothing else — ** one 
stem, tyrannic thought, that makes all other thoughta 
its slaves I" 

But the Democratic party sUli lives, and wliile it Uvei, It 
and the Republican party are the only real antagonwic 
powers in the nation, and for the present, I must choose 
between them. I choose the latter, as wiser, purer, 
younger and less corrupted by time and self-indulgence. 

The candidates nominated at Chicago are both men whe. 
as individuals and politicians, rank with the foremost of 
the country. I have heard no objection to Mr. Hamlin 
personally, but only to his geograpliical position, which is 
thought to be too far North and East to sdlow his personal 
good qualiUes to exercise their proper influence over the 
nation at large. But the nomination for the Presidenc}* ia 
the great controlling act. Mr. Lincoln, his character, 
talents, opinions and history will be criticised by thou- 
sands, while the candidate for the Vice-Presidency will be 
passed over in comparative silence. 
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Mr. Lincoln^s nomination took the public by inrprlse, 
beeaoie, until Just before the event, it was unexpectea. 
But really it ought not to have excited any surprise^ for 
0ttdi unforeseen nominations are common in our political 
history. Polk and Pierce, by the Democrats^ and Harri- 
•on and Taylor, by the Whigs, were all nominated in this 
•xtempnraneous manner — all of them were elected. I 
have known Mr. Lincoln for more than twenty years, and 
therefore have a right to speak of him with some confi- 
dence. As an individual, he has earaed a high reputation 
for truth, courage, candor, morals, and amiability ; so that, 
as a man, he is most trustworthy. And in this particular, 
be is more entitled to our esteem than some other men, his 
equals, who had far better opportunities and aids in early 
Ufe. His talents, and the will to use them to the best ad- 
vantage, are unquestionable ; and the proof is found in the 
fact that, in every position in life, from bis humble begin- 
ning to his present well-earned elevation, he has more tiian 
fvlfllled the best hopes of his friends. And now, in the ftill 
vigor of his manhood, and in the honest pride of having 
made himself what he is, he b the peer of tiie first man of 
the nation, well able to sustain himself and advance his 
cause, against any adversary, and in any field, where mind 
and knowledge are the weapons used. 

In politics he has but acted out the principle of his 
own moral and intellectual character. He has not con- 
eealed his thoughts nor hidden his light under a busheL 
With tiie boldness of conscious rectitude and the Arank- 
cess of downright honesty, he has not failed to avow his 
opinions of public affairs upon all fitting occasions. 

This I know may subject him to the carping censure 
of that class of politicians who mistake cunning for wis- 
dom and falsehood for ingenuity ; but such men as Lin- 
coln must act in keeping with their own characters, and 
hope for success only by advancing the truth prudently 
and maintaining it bravely. All his old political ante- 
cedents are, In my Judgment, exactly right, being square 
up to the old Whig standard. And as to his views about 
** the pestilent negro quest on," I am not aware that he 
has gone one step beyond the doctrines publicly and 
habitually avowed by the great lights of the Whig party, 
Clay, Webster, and their fellows, and indeed sustained 
and carried out by the Democrats themselves, in their 
wiser and better days. 

The following, I suppose, are in brief his opinions up- 
on that subject: 1. Slavery is a domestic institution 
within the States which choose to have it, and it exists 
within those States beyond the control of Congress. 
S. Congress has supreme legislative power over all the 
Territories, and may, at its discretion, allow or forbid the 
existence of Slavery within them. 8. Congress, in wis- 
dom and sound policy, ought not so to exercise its power, 
directly or indirectly, as to plant and establish Slavery 
In any Territory theretofore free. 4. And that it is unwise 
and impoUtic in the Government of the United States, to 
acquire tropical regions for the mere purpose of convert- 
ing them into Slave States. 

These, I believe, are Mr. Uncoln*s opinions upon the 
matter of Slavery in the Territories, and I concur in 
them. They are no new inventions, made to suit the ex- 
igencies of the hour, but have come down to us, as the 
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution have, 
sanctioned by the venerable authority of the wise and 
good men who established our institutions. They are 
conformable to law, principle and wise policy, and their 
utility is proven in practice by the as yet unbroken cur- 
rent of our political history. They will prevail, not only 
because they are right iu themselves, but also because a 
great and still growing majority of the people believe 
them to be right ; and' the sooner they are allowml to 
prev^l in peace and harmony, the better for all con- 
cerned, as well those who are against them as those who 
are for them. 

I am aware that smalll partisans, in their little warfare 
against opposing leaders, do sometimes assail them by 
the trick of tearing from their contexts some particular 
objectionable phrases, penned, perhaps, in the hurry of 
•omposition, or spoken in the } cat of oral debate, and 



holding them up to the public as the leading docf rlncf 
of the person assailed, and drawing from them thdr own 
uncharitable inferences. That line of attack betrays a 
little mind conscious of its weakness, for the falsity of Ita 
logic is not more apparent than the injustice of its de- 
signs. No public man can stand that ordeal, and, how- 
ever willing men may be to see it applied to their adver- 
saries, all flinch from the torture when applied to them- 
selves. In fact, the man who never said a foolish thing, 
will hardly be able to prove that he ever said many wise 
ones. 

I consider Mr. Uncoln a sound, safe, national man. He 
could not be sectional if he tried. Bis birth, education, 
the habits of Us life, and his geographical position, com- 
pel him to he national. All his feelkigs and interest are 
identified with the great valley of the Mississippi, near 
whose centre he has spent his whole Ufe. The "V^^ b 
not a section, but, conspicuously, the body of the nation, 
and. large as it is, it Is not capable of l>eing divided Into 
sections, for the great river cannot l>e divided. It is one 
and inmvisible, and the Nortii and the South are afike 
necessary to its comfort and prosperity. Iti people, too, 
in all their interests and affections, are as broad and 
general as the regions they inhabit. They are emimnts, 
a mixed multitude, coming firom every State in the Union, 
and from most countries in Europe ; they are unwffling, 
therefore, to submit to any one petty local standard. 
They love the nation as a whole, and they love all ita 
parts, for they are bound to them all, not only by a feel- 
ing of common interest and mutual dependence, but also 
by the recollections of chiidliood and youth, by blood and 
friendship, and by all those social and domestic chaxMea 
which sweeten life, and make tliis world wortii living In. 
The valley Is beginning to feel Its power, and wUl soon be 
strong enough to dictate the law of the land. Whenever 
that state of things shall come to pass, it will be most 
fortunate for the nation to find tiie powers of Government 
lodged in the hands of men whose habits of tboui^t, 
whose position and surrounding drcnmstances, cfHWlraln 
them to use those powers for general and not sectional 
ends. 

I give my opinion freely in favor of Mr. Uncoln, aad I 
hope that for the good of the whole country, be ma^ be 
elected. But It Is not my intention to take any adihre 
part in the canvass. For many yean past, I haTe had 
little to do with public affkfars, and have aspired to no 
political office ; and now. In view of the mad e aodtem ent 
which convulses the country, and the general dlsrupllon 
and disorder of parties and the elements which compcae 
them, I am more than ever assured that fbr me, perscm- 
ally, there is no political ftiture, and I accept tiie condi- 
tion with cheerful satisfaction. Still, I cannot discharge 
myself fh>m the life-long duty to watch the oondnet of 
men in power, and to resist, so far as a mere private man 
may, the fearful progress or offidal corruption, wbleb fbr 
several years past has sadly marred and defiled the fair 
fabric of our Government. 

If Mr. Lincoln should be elected, coming In as a new 
man at the head of a young party never before in power, 
he may render a great service to his country, which no 
Democrat could render. He can march straight forward 
hi tlve discharge of his high duties^ guided only by his own 
good judgment and honest purposes, without any necessity 
to temi>orize with established abusM, to wink at the dettn- 
quencies of old party friends, or to unlearn and discard 
the bad official habits that have grown up under the mis- 
government of his Democratic predecessors. In shcni, he 
can be an honest and bold reformer on ei^er and cheaper 
terms than any Democratic President can be— for, la pro- 
ceeding in the good work of cleansing and purlfylngthe 
administrative departments, he will have no occanon to 
expose the vices, assail the interests, or thwart the amU> 
tlon of his political friends. 

Begging your pardon for the length of this lettar, I 
remain, with great respect, your friend and obe^tttat 
servant, 

EdWABO BATHb 
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THE MONROE DOCTRINE, 



So much has been wildly said of what is 
termed the •* Monroe Doctrine," in regard to the 
ipfluence of European Powers on this continent, 
that we publish exactly what President Monroe 
said on the subject. We copy from the' Seventh 
Annual Message of Mr. Monroe, dated December 
S, 1823 : 

** It was stated, at the commenceraent of the last session^ 
that a great effort Tras then making in Spain and Portugal 
to Improve the condition of the people of those countries, 
and that it appeared to be conducted with extraordinary 
moderation. It need scarcely be reinariced that tlie re- 
■alt has been, so far, very different from what was then 
anticipated. Of events in tiiat quarter of the globe, witii 
which ire have so much intercourse, and from which we 
dtrlTe our origin, we have always been anxious an(l in- 
terested spectators. Ttie citizens of the United States 
•herish seutiments the most friendly in favor of the liberty 
and happiness of their feltow-men on that side of the 
Aliantic. In the wars of the European powers, in matters 
relating to themselves, we have never taken any part, 
aor does it comport with our policy so to do. It is only 
when our rights are invaded or seriously menaced, that 
we resent ii^uries or make preparation for our defense. 
With the movements in this hemisphere we are of neces- 
■ity more immediately connected, and by causes which 
most be obvious to all enlightened and impartial obser- 
Tera. The political system of the allied powers is essen- 
tially different in this respect from that of America. 
This difference proceeds from that which exists in their 
respective governments. And to the defense of nur own, 
which has t>een achieved by the loss of so much blood and 
treaaare, and matured by the wisdom of their most 
enlightened citisens, and under which we have enjoyed 
oaexampled felicity, this whole nation is devoted. We 
owe it, therefore, to candor, and to the amicable relations 
existing between the United States and those powers to 
declare, that we should consider any attempt on their 
|»art to extend their system to any portion of this hemi- 
Habere as dangerous to our peace and safety. Witih the 
existing colonies or dependencies of any European power 
we have not interfered, and shall not interfere. But with 
Ike governments who have declared their independence. 



and maintained It, and whose independence we have, on 
great consideration, and on justprlnciplea, acknowledged, 
we could not view any interposition for the purpose of 
oppressing them, or controlling in any other manner their 
destiny, by any European power, in any other light than 
as the manifestation of an unfriendly disposition toward 
the United States. In the war between these new (govern- 
ments and Spain, we declared our neutrality at the time 
of their recognition, and to this we have adhered, and 
shall continue to adhere, provided no change shall occur, 
which in the judgment of the competent authorities of this 
Government, shall make a corresponding change on the 
part of the United States indispensable to their security. 
** The late events in Spain and Portugal show that Europe 
is still unsettled. Of this imporUnt fact no stronger proof 
can be adduced than that the allied powers should have 
thought it proper, on a principle satisfactory to them- 
sdvea, to have interposed by force in the internal concerns 
of Spain. To what extent such interposition may be car- 
ried, on the same principle, is a question to which all 
independent powers, whose governments differ from 
theirs, are interested— even those most remote, and surely 
none more so than the United States. Our policy in re- 
gard to Europe, which was adopted at an early stage of 
the wars which have so long agitated that quarter of the 
globe, nevertheless remains the same, which is, not to 
interfere in the internal concerns of any of its powers ; to 
consider the Government, de faetOt as the Tegitimate 
Government for us ;. to cultivate friendly relations with it, 
and to preserve those relations by a frank, firm, and 
manly policy ; meeting, in all instances, the Just claims of 
every power, submitting to injuries from none. But in 
regard to these continents, circumstances are eminently 
and conspicuously different. It is impossible that the 
allied powers should extend their political system to any 
portion of either continent without endangering our 
peace and happiness ; nor can any one believe that out 
southern brethren, if left to themselves, would adopt it of 
their own accord. It is equally impossible, therefore, 
that we should behold such interposition, in any form, 
with indifference. If we look to the comparative strength 
and resources of Spain and those new Governments, and 
their distance from each other, it must be obvious that 
she can never subdue them. It is still the true policy of 
the United States to leave the parties to themselves, in 
the hope that ether powers will pursue the same course.** 
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STATES AND STATESMEN ON THE SLAVERY QUESTION. 



WISCONSIN rOB FREE BOIL. 

The following resolutions were adopted by 
the Wisconsin (Democratic) Legislature in 1848, 
with only three dissenting votes in the Senate 
acd five in the House : 

WherMs^ Slavery is an evil of the first magnitude, 
Biorally and politically, and whatever may be the 
•onsequences, it is our duty to prohibit its extension in 
all cases where such prohibition is allowed by the Con- 
■titution: Therefore, 

Setol^edj By the Senate and Assembly of the State of 
Wisconsin, that the introduction of Slavery into this 
country is to be deeply deployed ; that its extension 
onght to be prohibited by every constitutional barrier 
within the power of Congress ; that in the admission of 
new territory into the Union, there ought to be an in- 
hibitory provision against its introduction, unless clearly 
and unequivocally admitted by the Constitution — ^inas- 
mneh as in all cases of doubtful construction, the Rights 
of Man and the cause of Liberty ought to prevaiL 

Jietolvsdy That our Senators in Congress be, and they 
are hereby, instructed, and our Representatives are re- 
«|ueBted, to use their influence to insert into the organic 
act for the government of any new territory already 
acquired or hereafter to be acqidred, that is now firee, an 
•r^ance forever prohibiting the introduction of 
ttarery or inveluntanr servitude into said territory ex- 



cept as a punishment for crime, of which the party shall 
have been duly convicted accoriflng to law. 

JSesol^edy That His Excellency the Governor is here- 
by requested Immediately to forward a copy of the fore- 
going resolutions to each of onr Senators and Represen- 
tatives, to be by them laid before Congress. 

THE DEHOCRACT Or MAINE FOR THE WILMOT 

FROTISO. 

Resolutions adopted by a Convention of the 

Democratic party of Maine, in June, 1849 : 

It6»ohed^ That the Institution of human Slavery Is at 
variance with the theory of onr government, abhorrent 
to the common sentiments of mankind, and fraught with 
danger to all who come within the sphere of its in^uenee, 
that the Federal Government possesses adequate power 
to inhibit its existence in the Territories of the Union ; 
and that we enjoin upon our Senators and Representa- 
tives in Congress to make every exerUon and employ all 
their influence to procure the passage of a law forever 
excluding Slavery from the Territories of California and 
New-Mexico. 

DELAWARE FOR FREE TERRITORY. 

The following preamble and resolution were 
adopted by the Legislature of Delaware iu 
1847: 
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The following resolnUun was passed by tbe 
Legialature of Utisaachiuetts in IMT, in cod- 
neclion witli olhera on the subject of the H«i!- 



The Uassacbuaettg State Convention, held at 
Bpringiicld, in the latter part of the month of 
September, 1S47, and at which Daniel Webster 
waa noininaled as a candidate for the Presi- 
dency, passed the following among other re- 
■olutions : 

BHolted, thu the war irlUi Mexico— the piedlolea, If 
t<Bun°la a p.l|uble Fi°f«tfoD Of the OohUIIuUdd, iDd 



Aftei recoin mending "Peace with Hexiuo, 
without ilUsmeiabernicnt," and " No addiUon of 
Ueiicaa Territories to tlie American Union," 
the Convention 



bariDuil of J^ilao.'ilH mip si 
dare, and put Uile decUrailoD ol 



DAW, Mm 
Hop or I 



)«• OD tlia nniaiersMs < 
ItheraeTerruotiDTOIiiDl 

({,Tliiil 111 making thli de 



tH»e na record, that 
t Mciloui Tcrrllorr, 

!ir pHnDlpls of KcUHi 



nclplei Ilroadjr aoknovledged. Blie mel 
'cai Amerloen prlnclplo embodied in oqf 

hvit ninle ; the prlnolplei udopwd la the \r 



HB. WIBRU aSAIICn BUnKT UTINaiOK. 

In the Uoiud States Senate, in Aug^ ISM, 
Mr. Webster, in ipealcing on the bill to organic 
ihe Territory of Oregon with a cla»8e prohibit- 
ing Slavery, said: 
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present, by uuverlng all tout iolermiatorlM In th* i)b- 
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candidate, I am nipoaed to glTtaia aoj pladga tbat ihan 
deprire me herealler ol aU dlMreUonarr power. Mr om 



I had become pledged "■* punue was rulnooa to mr con- 
■tltueol* and fflagraoeful to nvielfi I have no alteraatlT^ 
DO opportunllr Ibi repentance, and thara I> no povtr la 
abiolie me from mr obligattaD. Hence Ihe Impropriate 
not to nj i^Kiirfflly, In mj view, of flTlng a pledca. 

I am aware that yon hare not aiked air pledgs, and 1 
believe I know jonr lound Jndgment and good amie Ih 
well to think yOD deilre an; lucb tUng. II was, bowattr. 



r obedient eervaid, 



Tiie following is Mr. Filli 

livered at Albonv, in July, I 

Mr. Vapor and 'rakAO-CUita 



L OT issa. 

I speech, de- 



'lerTiiiet and my p.obabli 



UR. FILtHORE^ ALBAST SPBECH, ETC. 



oaDcS M tbc pvMoa ot Chief Magblnlv nt the nitlon. { IMak wo w. 
Itk twtpluunl to iniBkot cne'iieir, yel I truit tbil AoddgrDu 
tht atnalDB Hill JiulUj mc Ln bKear ■Undln; ID one ar ' fVBllll'V 0< 

kDBW Uiiil Hheii 1 >u oilitd M Iba EieoaUre Bhirir bj m | ml..iBtFii. 



u GomiKlted to H cvtjiln t 



CaBgr«ii, belonj^Dg to both th< 
tha comili;— Whig) uid Den 
dictulon of lelflili vnj lodt 



1 riUted I 
„ al meui 
kgluled &nd dliiractei 






with cItU iw, ud 

I MoHi af tbb chknpb Tbttc 
yoa to ponder vpoD them Of 
n I hATB notiklAK Bo iHy, tor ' 
thi ^ffleaMa «t Mbnlnlnari 



HMoiun tinn with (ood InttnUiH 
made * nkletake, 1 hope Ood may 10 



ilnariiw 
udUi 



i« oaqntiy Kir BeUib or uobitiooB ohjecls, 



n« a^tuioa which ditto 




trrlnlVSO.wu umroldK 






1 ptoifde terrlloriilaiiRiil- 




ution. Bolhliloriouto 


™."«'i^«"f™'* 



idtjikg of mil topiii 

Hi mlUui; mmy. 
■ — mU, ilr. Wei 



ibmlt to Ur No, not n>r m Dkonwnb 
e that /our Soalhera brMhran tr* lue 
ubjeol UMQJiDn are, or Lew Jealoiu of 
JTDU do. let me teU you that jrou are 
UiB^ftiri!. JO* Diut fee that it thia ate- 
eede, It leiuU InerUably to the deitme- 
Ifdl fabric reared b^oiir forehthen, ce- 
ilood, and bequeathed to ui ai a |nioe- 

Meodi, that 1 [eei deepij, and there- 






e Itfikgiiage of the lamented, bat ItDinortal Clef 

r.iti>er be right than be Pmldent 1" 

;ini to me TmpoH.ble that thoee engaged In thii 





one acli »nd° 
equail/ heiJ 


alio add, that wbe 

e divided h>to two 


tbli Union la 
r^bUa or 



HKBtlNa 111 1859. 

fallowing ia an extract from a letter of 
amote, (dated Deo. IS, 186H), in replj W 
/iljition to Httuad a Uuion Uectiug at 
r In^tiiute, NeiT-Yorlc. 






>t aorta 



-r/, and the ooutltuUonal righu of Ui 
li, hate not changed alnce they wei 



dam b; mlbaget gf one part of the Union only, t 
•T« the whole United Statei. Can it be ponlbie mai 
Hum who are engaged In (sch a meaiure can have leri- 
onalf raflecled npon the Gonteqaencee which moil Inerl- 
tal^ fallow. In caa* ef meceait Can Ihey hare the 
madnaw or iha tOUy to beUeie that our BoaUierD breih- 
na wonld inbrnlt to be goremed bj inch a Chief Uagta- 
trabef Would ha be reqoired to follow the aanjerult 
praioMad by thoee who elected Jdm, In mailing hli an- 
polntmentiT If aman living louthofMaion and Dlion^i. 
Lne be not worthj In be l^realdenl or Vice-Pteeldent, 

In a foreign country f Or, Indeed, to collect Iho revenue, i 

what new rule l> the Preaident to adopt In lelectlng raeE. i. 

lor oOlce, that the people themialTea dlicard In ieleotlns ? 

bUnf Theee are lerloua, but practical qneatiom, and bL t 

•rdar to appreeiale Ihau fully. It h only ne«CMaiT to d 

baring a majority of the elaotoral Totee, ih«Ud decUrt c 

ttiaa they would only biTB •laTAoMen tor Preaident i 

and Vhia-PretideDt, and ibonld elect noh by thdr u- i 

•lutfe* nCragea la rule ertr ■■ al the Horlh. Do you i 



' agitated on Ihli diiiurblng q 



A POLITICAL TSir-BOOK FOB IMO. 



id IhrnUbln; to OTe^ 
f tmr lb* roondiUlMi 
igs thla lud wllh fra- 



of good, »nd 10 fniJtfiU or 



Hiving touched upon thli poEot, I ODgfat, pertiipi, to 
add ttaU, If Ihere m BDf mnnben Id Dili Houg gf Au 
IlBU of poUtlolAiu (o vbom ths gcallorau Itam North 
CmrDUnm iMr. Sunulen) (Haded, u liarlng the dlqiodtlDii, 
Ibougb DDt the povor, to dIMsrii lbs compnmlM conUbied 
In the Coiutltutlan on tlili point, I «m Dot of ll» number. 

(iwtber honorable geatteman referred, In » pnbflcatkin to 
wblcb hia DHine «u lubKilbed, irhg vonid think U Im- 
mori] and Im^Ugloaa to Join hi putthig down a penile Id- 

' — "'"' ' * Moner buckle a knapaack u> n^back, 

M an m; ibonlder, than IhaL I would 
cntlnent to any one who would take It^ 
ranee, to Spain -, I would Bee U lonk In 
V ocean before 1 would aee any part of 
__ ^. n,^, .... concerted Into a caatlnenteTUajtl, br 
that awful procen of bloodihed and dewdadon, by nkn 
alone int^ a calatuophe could be bronght on. ^e grnt 
relation of aeniinde. Id tome ftina or other, with greater 
or loa departure tpota the theorede equality of man, b 
baepBfalil* bmn our natnre. I knowof no wubywhlch 
Uw lonnbf Ihh lerTttode eball be Rxed, but polMcal ' 
tnllon. DoBuetlo BtaTery— though, I oonfeM, not 



letllo SlaTery— eay what yon will, la a condhlon rf 
.— . ,9 well *• any other, to be lu«UM by monUlt}, rdh 
Eton, and IntenatlDnal law; *Dd when at tbe cloae ol Mi 
uplnioQ he Hlemnly declared that |U> waa Ui conteMlea 
'L7i, I lamented, dooerely lamented, that 



hideTff™en. 



SKnelln' 




.„. J,alMyyeDr Haalen;'' and, though I 

)U that, In the benlgnanl operatioit of Ghrli- 

rUah fathered Baiter and riare eroond the aame 

loD-laMe, Ihb unltortiDate liMllnllon dbappeared 

. • — ,^ ^^j^ ^^^ ,1^ Q lubd^ and 

dntfea are not prenppoied and sanc- 



aieet the obargee bno^ •giiiiM thb IneUtnUon, yet Inith 
nb%eB me to laj a word more on the nbject. ' ^^ — 
the enndUoD at worklnt olaaKi In other mnntiii 

faiUmately acquainted wuh It In Kme other count , 

IhaTenoheStatlonlninliigthatlbeUeTethealaTM hi 
tUi Montry are better «MbM ud fed, and leu hardly 
worked, thu the peaaantiy of iOme of the moit pr«per- 
•ua Btalea of Uw oontlnent of ■nmpa. OonaMer the 
ebeoka on popidiitleiL What keepi — 



thUD the whUa, mai 
■I ts the phrriw 



keep! popnIatloD down! 
•e, andallEhellleaf Bf^: 
ulloterthewoM. Now, 



of the United Stateebi 



OB of the two olimi of lodety I 
kTe loDg entertained, and leu 
m tUi tuhfect, and Bldch I here 



the CnhiD, that la a 

Bgreemelit on Ihk Mui«^ • — ~ — ~»»^ - 

but I wUI pnteit agalnat any loiennoee belni made f 
U Ilk* thai which wa* made by the honorabU mors 

Uoof'thr 




4ie]l, of Tennemae.— Hr, I do D0( go the lengih 
a from MiMiaehMi.«a, and held that Uu 

rery ta thla oooDtry la ahnoat ■ bleadiig. 

, I an Irmly letiled In the opinion t£i^ 



nape, it li, no doubt, true that than are pennw la 

line clothed, etc.', bul, ilr, thli It Ihrfrom proilnglhal 

John Uindolpb, of Tlridnla.— Sir, T eoiy neither Oh 
tad nor heart of that man from the North who riici hen 
1 defciLd filaTcty upon principle. 

Churchill 0. Cambreleng, of N. T., (tonnorly of H. G) 



the wild Tleloni of Oennar 



. UkaAk; It In the Aurnsi 
penuaded myvelf to adopt a poHtt- 
cuinuuiuiu uunugtoHberal faiUlMloDB and the ri(hti 
of mantlud, I wouU hate locked It up fi)r«rerhi the dart- 
eat chaoiberi of my mind. Or If my leal had been tea 
ardeal for my dlacntion, thla tdaoe, at lauL ahonld Bfrer 
have bien the theatre of my eloqaesce. No, bIt, tt nA 
had been my doetrlnea I would have tamed my bad fef^ 



■uihie, I would tuiTc riidiEd a weU-known market ef Oen- 
■tHDUnople, and there preached my doctrine amldet th* 
rattllntf chalna of the wretched captlTee. Nay, dr, 1 
wonldbaTO gone from thence, and laid my forehead npoa 
tha looUloal of the Sultan, and benuetil htm to net Ui 
toot upon my neck, a> the reoieant diltcn of a rtcraani 
Itepnbllo. 



ot prepared to udmlt that geographical 



mlltee by dlspatlng which 1> moat delel 

if leognphlcal putlea li, that they tei 
n. The erll of domeatic partleg la, th. 






mciUi: partlei, near nelghbon dU not ipsak ; when old 
BcqUAlnUmcei glared at each other ae Ibey poiKd In Hi* 
sLreeU ; when jou pdght wreak on a man all the bittemt** 
of youE peraonal and private enmity, and vrlnd hfanlnto 
IhF duit. If yon had the pover, and uy, he U a Democnl, 

the forum, from the markct-ploce, to what ihouhl be th* 

trDJigefoent. Talk not to meoryourgcDeraphlcalpartlea. 
There iota not lire the man, 1 thank Ood, on earth, to- 
ward whom I have ui unUnd emotloD— one Hhne rWM 
I would Invade, whoH feeUcgi I would wound. BiTir 
there erer ihonid bo a man to whom I ihould itaBd In 
that mberable relation, 1 pray that rnDDntalni may rleci 

Inlo blllemeH and gall In both our bosomi.-^/iHcX i* 
tlm inmn oj RtprumtiMtit, ISM.^Acnfiin'i Dt- 
6uM.,«i.8,p.Tl». 

UH. itirktt'b TiEWS IN 1837 &nd S9. 

Oct. nth, 1837, Hon. Wm, Jackson, of Naw 
ton, Mom., wrote to Mr. Everett a long lotlflr 
GontaiaiDg tba foUoving questions ; 

T>o JuiElee, humanity, and lound poMcr, allka r«- 
qnlre tW the ilaTea of thli country ihonld be emand- 

Ii II the right and duty of the clttaeu of Ui* ueO' 
Eli.vehEildlng atata to require of the Qweral Oorem- 
nieul the abolUlon of Marery In the DIatrlct st 0» 
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Xt it Jott tfi safe, «1th renrd to oar fordgn rtlatloot 
aad dumeitic couipaot, to aamit.Tezaa into tlie Union ? 

VR. kvkrbtt's reply. 

Boston, 81«< October^ 18S'. 

8nt: I have duly received your communication of tlie 
14th in«t., in wliich you desire to be furnished with my 
views on certain questions therein propounded. Under 
other circumstances, I should deem it proper to preface 
my answer with some preliminary remarlcs, but my en- 
Sagements at the present time compel me to reply as 
concisely as possible. 

In answer to the first question, I observe, that Slavery 
behsg, by universal admission, a social, political, and 
morid evil of the flrst magnitude, it is required by Jus- 
tice, humanity, and sound policy that the slaves should 
be emancipated by those having constitutionally the 
power to effect that object, as soon as it can be done 
peiujefully, and in a manner to better the condition of 
the emandpated. I believe the most considerate por> 
tioa of the people of the United States, in every quarter, 
noUe in this sentiment ; and you are aware that the 
meet eminent Southern names can be dted in its sup- 
port. 

In reply to the second question, I would remark, that 
•n the considerations in fiivor of emandpation in the 
States, apply with equal force to the District of Co- 
lombia. My opinions on this subject are fUlly expressed 
in the resolution adopted by the legislature last winter, 
witk a near approach to unanimity, in the following 
tenna : ** Resolved, That Congress having exclusive legis- 
lation in the District of Columbia, possesses the right to 
aboUsh Slavery in the said District, and that its exercise 
should only be restrained by regard to the public 
good." 

I know that the slave-trade is carried on to a shocking 
extent in the District of Columbia. There is no part of 
tke South, where it is reputable to be engaged in this 
traffic ; and no Southern State, I am persuaded, would 
permit Its existence in ita own capital, as it exists at the 
national capital. The South and the North ought to 
unite in prohibiting it, by act of Congress— which is the 
local leg^lature of the District. This has been loudly 
called for, fi-om the District Iteelt I have before me a 
copy of a peUtion, couched in very stroAg language, 
against both Slavery and the slave-trade in the District 
of Columbia, which was presented to Congress in 1824, 
signed by nearly seven hundred and fifty names of 
crazens of Washington, several of whom were known to 
me to be of the first consideration. I may observe in 
thia connection, that at the same session, I voted in the 
negatfve on a motion to lay upon the table the petition 
of the American Anti-Slavery Sodety for the abolition of 
Slavery in the District of Columbia, and on two other 
motions. Intended, In like manner, to deprive this class 
of petiuons of a respectful reception and considera- 
tion. 

The last question propounded by you refers to the 
annexation of Texas. It presents the subject of Sla- 
very, In most of Its bearings, in a new liglit. In the 
States, its introduction was the result of a legislation 
forced upon the colonies, and in many cases, in despite 
of acts passed by their legislators, for the prohibition 
of tibe slave-trade, and regulated by the crown. Its ex- 
istence is recogndzed by the ConstituUon of the United 
States. The rights of property growing out of it are in 
some degree protected by law in the non-siaveholding 
States ^see the opinion of Chief Justice Shaw in the 
case of the Commonwealth f>8. Aves — an opinion in the 
dootrines and principles of which I fully concur) ; and 
morality and relifi^on frown on all attempts to put an 
end to it by violence and bloodshed. But none of these 
principles countenance a voluntary extension of Slavery ; 
and as the question of annexing Texas is one of volun- 
tary, and almost boundless extension. It presents the 
sutdeet, as I have said. In a new light. It has been offl- 
cally stated by the Texan Envoy that the region so 
called contains two hundred thousand square miles. In 
other words, it might form twenty-five States as 
lairge as Massachusetts. In this vast region. Slavery 
was p.ohlbited by Mexico ; it has been restored, and Lb 
rapidly spreading itself under the new government; 
and no one denies, that if the Independence of Teicas U 
sustained, Slavery will be indefinitely extended through- 
out its ample borders. 

The Kxecutive Government of the United States has 
promptly recognised this independence and by so doing, 
has liwcharged the whole duty that could be required by 
the law of uations. Whatever step we take toward an- 
nexation is gratuitous. This whole subject has been so 
ably discussed by Dr. Channlng, io his reeent letter to 
Ml. Cli^y, tliat it would be superfluous to enlarge upoa 



It. I will only say, that U; at ttite moment, when an all- 
Important experiment Is in train, to abolish Slavery by 
peaceful and legal means in the British West Indies, 
the United States, instead of imitating their example, or 
even awaiting the result, should rush into a pulley of 
giving an indefinite extension to Slavery over a vast 
region incorporated into their Union, we should stand 
condemned before the civilised world. It would be vain 
to expect to gain credit for any further professions of a 
willingness to be rid of Slavery as soon as possible. Vo 
extenuation of its existence, on the ground of its having 
been forced upon the country in its colonial state, would 
any longer avail us. It would be thought, and thought 
justly, that lust of power and lust of gold had made us 
deaf to the voice of humanity and justice. We should 
be self-convicted of the enormous crime of having vo- 
lunta;-ily given the greatest possible enlargement to an 
evil, which, in concert with the rest of mankind, we 
had affected to deplore, and that at a time when the 
public sentiment of the civilised world, more than at 
any former period, is aroused to its magnitude. 

There are other objections to the measure drawn troak 
its bearing on our foreign rdations ; but it is unneoet- 
sary to dlscnss them. 

I am, sir, respectfully. 

Tour obedient servant, 

Edward Evkbbr. 

Hoir. WiLUAV Jac^90N, 

In 1839, the following questions were put to 
Mr. Everett by Hon. A. Borden, of Massachu- 
setts: 

1. Are you In favor of Immediate abolition by law of 
Slavery In the District of Columbia and of the slave traffic 
between the States of this Union ? 

2. Are you opposed to the admission Into the Union of 
any new States the constituUons of which tolerate domes- 
tic Slavery? 

The following was Mr. Everett's reply : 

WASHiiroTOJt, Oct ai, 1889. 

Dbak Sik : On Saturday last I only received your lei. 
ter of the 18th, propounding to me certain interrogate 
ries, and earnestly requesting an early answer. You arc 
aware that several resolves on the subject of these In- 
quiries and their Idnchred topics, accompanied by a re- 
port, were introduced into the Senate of the Common- 
wealth, year before last, by a joint committee of the two 
houses, of which the lamented Mr. Alvord was chair- 
man. 

Those resolves, after having been somewhat enlarged b> 
amendment, were adopted by the legislature. They ap- 
pear to cover the whole ground of your two interroga- 
tories. Having cheerfully co5perated in the passage of 
the resolves, and concu^ing In the general reasoning by 
wlUch they are sustained in tiie powerful report of the 
dialrman of the committee, I respond to both your Ij»- 
quiries In the affirmative. 

The first of the three subjects In your inquiry is the 
only one of them which came before Congress while I 
was a member. I voted in the negative on the motion 
to li^ npon the table the petition of the American Anti- 
Slavery Sodety for the abolition of Slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and on other motions of the like char- 
acter Introduced to cast off the consideration of this class 
of petitions. 

I am, dear sir, very respectfully, your friend and ser- 
vant. 

Edward Evbrktt. 

How. Nathakiicl a. Bordsx. 

The " several resolves '* to which Mr. Everett 
refers in the above letter, in the passage of 
which he " cheerfully cooperated," as Governor 
of Massachusetts, are as follows : 

lte8oliV«d^ That Congress has, by the Constitution, 
power to abolish Slavery and the slave-trade ia the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and Uiat there is nothing in the terms 
or circumstances of the acts of cession by Virginia and 
Maryland, or otherwise, enforcing any legal or moral 
restraint on its existence. 

RMoltedf That Congress ought to talce measures to 
effect the abolition of Slavery In the District of Columbia. 

Beaoloed^ That the rights of humanity, the claims of 
justice, and the common good alllce, demand the sup- 
pression by Congress of the slave-trade ca.ried on lo 
and through the District of Columbia. 

Mewlsed^ That Congress has, by the Constitutlonj 
power to abolish Slavery in the Territories of the United 
liUtes. 



A POLITICAL TKXT-BOOK FOB I860. 



[For later Tiewiof Mr. ETBrett, lee bis tetter 
•ccepUng the nomiiutioii for tne Tloe-Freii- 
denoj lo ISeO.] 



Ur. UhcoIq havbg been Invited b; the Re- 

KblictDs of BoBton, to attend ■ Feetinl in 
nor of tbe muuTentuy of JefTeraoD's birthday, 
«a the 13th of April, 1SS9, replied aa foUowa ; 

«iRuiii)i; Toni kind niiLt, iDtlUiii BU to nUeiwI > 
tnUTil tn Boilaa. od ttae ISUi lut., Id honiH af tbe tinta- 
dtj or Thomu JelfendD, wu dal; mwlTsd. Mf tngEn- 
dhdU m mcli Uiu 1 ciudoI mlMod. Bm^^g In mind 
'IbAt tbontteveCLtr Jean ftf<t two RvMpoUtinI pftrlid 
ware Onl formed Inthli countij: tut TbouM JdtiROO 
wa> lbs bead or ooe ot Ihem ■nd BMMa Um hMdqaanen 



iitpwiied to deacend pallUoally l^om (be pan* «l 
to JelTerKD, should dow bo celebrallni Cu ttrlli 

hta Quae "errwbere. 

Tlirtiti or mrD, lioldJng the rigliii of praptiiji lo bi 
MCDodBt/ oolr. and greatly iDrsriar) aDd tben awDD- 



ttwT wen orlilualiyiupnoKd tube diTlded. 

•She DMODcncj <>r t»-day held the Ubvir ol one man 
to bvabaolawLj nothing, when Id conakat wktb aoother 
inaD'i tigbl nlprapvli. Repobllcau. on the eaDlraiT, 



rreai-coatt OD, wliich fl^ht, Kiia a loDg and rather bvni' 
EfH cvDteit, ended io eatb havkof (oufhl biiuelf oat of 
hU own goat aod Into that af the other. U thi two 
leading parllegol tlilg dt/ are cedl; IdanUiMl with ttae 
two Ib Ibfl days or JcJTbrtoD and Adaoia, Uiej havo pw- 



t (Mod of the KepoblbiaiB wtth tb« olhu OnMiriba i^ 
Benta Id the eampalin of IMD, hu been renlTod. 

HawKhuaettabaHTaidgBaDdiBdepeDdaitetalLnl 
I baieDo right to adTiee her Id h<r piUef. TaLltnr 
«ia li dabvaa to draw a oonsliiilon w to whmt I wsM 
do, train wfau ihe ba» deoe, 1 nuxipeak wUkOMt Immi 
tnisir. lHi7,t)i«i,tbateehr ulnndaMuid tb*W» 
"•eliuHtta proTUon,Iam agabiitUa ad^tloii,lHt eifr 
lUlDoli, bat b every other place !■ wMeh 1 kftre tBi 
iht to oppoH II. ill I tndsntwid th* apblt dl on l» 
[tatlona, It ti deilgned to iHiiinoM tbe elentloa Bt b^ 
— ...__.. — hoatUelDanjlhlDgthatteDdalolMcd*- 



Mn be tffMled on BnvMIOMi priiud|ilee, but omb «• 
sMw eotMtto*. A tUdoD upon ao; other platliiiB 
— ■' >^ ( aa timiM aa DDpriiulpted. II would IWehr 
wbole North, while tb« eonmon mmaj mvat 
"■" " "ipport of ttae < ■ " ' 



In Janiurj, 1841, Col. Samuel Yoang intm- 
duced tbe following resolve into tbe Keir-ToA 
State Senate, and on the STtb of thftt month tl 
vas adopted b; a vote of 2S to 6: 



IdliloDta'nd Mloma. Thep 
.e dt^BultloDi and ailonii of 1 












orownad hesile plotilng igninat the people. The/are 
deipoUiDL We most repul« them, or IbajwUl latju- 



(D embalm 11 there, that to-daj and In all eomlsg dari 1 
■hall Iw a rebuke and a numbllng-hlock to the harblB 
gert of reappearing t/raoDy aod oppreaaloo. 

Tour obedient lenant, A. Lmwui. 

ILi—n. U. L. Finoa, and olhen, eta 

;0LX ON nATDKUIZAIION. 



behalf of eertaln otbn Oenuo HA- 
stTC or oppoHi the conadtntknial pny 
oataraKied ddaen whb* wm latel; 




bi the Booth, whom I wodi 
Id place themidni bb I» 
oppoag the loweriBg tf iba 



Ae*oIeed,Thi 



I If aDj Territory li hereafter aoqalred 
itea. or annexed ihereto, tbe act by wbWi 



rf ^HO tho'TerHi 



_ ; following preamble and reBolntion« wen 
idopted bj the Aasemblj of the State of Ne«- 
" rV on the 10th daj of January, 1S4S, by a 
e of 108 to G, and by tbe Senate, a few dayi 
later, by a majority nearly ai empliatic oa that 
of tbe Aaeembly : 






SfolHd. Thai the Preaideo' 
Bpeakir of Itae Aawmbly, he re^u 

SenMori aDd Bepreaentallti 






1S4S. 
id resolves were lifr 
Senate on the Sd 
of Janoary, l%i9, passed that body by a uaant- 
' on the Itb, and were concurred U 



JigW-TOBK OK SLAVERY, 



r the Anembl; two day* l»ter, on the 6tb of 
VAwvoi. nw pKq)l« or *bii Btil< of Hair-lUidcKi 



[UorjorthiDnlMdatitei.iiidhaveiUa pftiUoncd Con- 

BMM irf TeiM to » l«rge porllOD o( IheLr MirltolT Ijlog 
UM of the Klo Qrude ; ind, u>t«r«u. It waiild be an- 
JaWU Oil iwople ol Ncir-H«liio (nil CillrDmla. ud 
rtnktiDf to tht fpMt of the age, to permit 



£m#Im(I, ThU oar Seiutan ud RtHMUtatli 
Oonmn be nqoHtad to us Ihdr bat eOorU lo pi 

Iba puHgo of Un tor tbe ■Ubllr'- * -' ~ 

nuali for tho T«Rltori« wqidrtd b; i 



■ (orirn- 

_ ., — . tr«»^ of peace 
lawe inToluDlaiT lerrl- 
luded beta loui Torri- 



fiiialttd, Tbat tha leirltaiy Ijlag batwsCD Ibe li 

Iba United StalM, ud thu onr acnitDn ud Bepreifii 
Una Id OongrtB bo reqiuoted to ate tboLr beat oJTort 
pnaerra Uw uma u incb eommiD proptrtj, and pto 
11 from the notomidad oUlm of the atita of Teiei. 

ItalltntloB of domiatlc Oviay, 

Stttlttd, IbM tbe lUitcDce 
flnelDeat and marti for (be gale o 






These resolations w«re ineseDled in the U. S. 
Sen&te bj the Hon. John A. Dbc (dot, lESO,) 
Postmaster or New-Tork, and defended by him 
ia Ka elaborate and able speech. On the first 
reaoludon, he aajd: 

Ttali naoLnUon nu lo aeitiment, [f not In wordi, 
HsaUca) wltb ttaoie which bate been pueed b; fifteen 



boIdlDg 



,lfullTC« 



and^ lltilc 









u redaled all bitarltrei 



B, tbat SlaTerj ihall by do a< 



1847. 

At the Whig Sute Coorention held at Sjra- 
ettie, October 6, 1847, the Hon. James Brooks 
reported a brief addreee to the Whigs of the 
Bute, whiuh was unaaimouslj Adopted. ~' 



extracts from the addren then 
I : Hitherto when ve haie anemblad la 



iLDff from CDmmlDffllDg Moor aod etraLght-halred AM- 
I, aa well aa froia Caellle and Leon, are niAde Atnerl- 
LcttlaeDi, or prepared for being made eo, by the gen- 
loilt of red-moattaad aRUtoi;, Ibaaderlng from iba 
.-Jtluigbdlblaof Oeno Oordo to the blood)' ptalin of 
Gontceraa aiH DhDrabmoo. Wherever that flag ij, with 
the enbleni of our NaUonalUy, 

11 upon ite mlHloD of^CoDtuanl 
, ....the oonTeriioD cl aFrcelniaa 

iKDi, dligulie Ihe Mexican war ai eophlitrr 






opanoj^l 




Dtoorhthere'remon- 


mad ahaU 




llght (he ilrgiD loll ol 




We 


irlll notpeSrouttha 






helplt,totam.^« 


L WewUi 

aporpoM, 
and .lidlll 


on« 


pend from Mj to a 
IHiilerlij wlih faod- 


™Hen,Tai 


aUie 


D, laying an Mdieot 


Terj-thing 




ule,tDa=Eor llTeb,. 


•.tbewAod 




..nd«*W«ffJ««the 


»S?J'5^.^,.'^ 


1— bat Ato Jfsra Tint- 



'T/ la oar Tatcb-iTord,DnleHa U be ^/-m, 
BEBOLTU. 

Among the Btioluliortt unaDimonaly adopted 
by this Convention w»8 the following : 
Setolvtd, That whila the Whig rrseoie 






;rTed righU 01 



e hereaf ur acqoJred bj ai) 

I DIUOCBACr OT NEW- 



,d Jeal°~>lT 
s Staiei, Ibef 

litj to the Sx- 
Fnw, or which 
If (he OoToro- 



At ft Free Democntie Meeting held in the 
Park ftt Mew-Tork, October 9, 1848 at which 
Henry Eversou presided, and S. J. TUden, John 
Van Bureu, and John Cochrane spoke, Mr. 
Cochrane introduced the foUoning BesolTca, 
which were adopted ; 

Biiahtd, Tbat Ibe poUUca of the Itnua Indleatrpra- 

that the abaeace from the ^Id of dUcuulon of the flnaiH 
dal and commercial qoeelloni wbkb formsrli (MLwd 
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^tietl dtfllBKneet, permtts thai other party tMti tiiaa liiigit f»ot of toU vImt* II to boI bow aotkorlna If 

thote whloh, even If demanding attention, still as but law. 

qnestions of expediency, should be, aa they have been, I am, rery respeetftiny, your obedient senraaft, 

postponed to the consideration of that one of vital im- Gamri 0. BiOMOK 

portance, th6 frMdom of our land. To Messrs. J. Qocmum, and oCherti Ctommltteei 

RMolred^ that we think contemptuously of the mind 

which discovers In the extension of the area of Freedom IVSW-HA1CP8HIRE FOB THE WILMOT PBOTUIO. 

eause for the degradation of the Soilth. Could nature so mv,^ 1a«:«.i«*««a /*t.A«. 'nAm«w»A4:M\ ^^ '*f 

belie herself that the preservation of their " inalienable ^ The legislature (then DemOCTatlc) Of N«« 

rights" to any portion of manliind, must be attended by Hampflhire, in June, 1847, passed the foUOWiBf 

propo- tionate violation of those of any other portion, we resolution : 

say. pe ish those rights dependent on the Slave y of „ » ^ mw * i ha __i* ui v v h v ^ -w- 

others, rathf p than one Uttle of those be Injured that are ^^^^ ^^^\ *" •^^ *l"^if7^*S?\"^^J**'*f /**'** 

consistent with the rights of all; that oar Constitution |jdded to or acquired by the United States, where fclarenr 

and our federal history speak to lis through the voices of d«e« not exist Mt the time of such addition,or acq^riremeB^ 

the Jeffersons, the Pinckneys, the Lees, and the Kan- "«**?t' S'V*7 **T »n^o»«n**7 wrvitude. except for ilji 

dolphsof the South, against this miserable, false pre- P«««';hment of crime, whereof the party has been duly 

ten?e. It is not so I The success of the free principles convicted, ought ever to exist, but the same should ever 

for which we contend, will reestablish the lost equaUty of ^^™»*» ''^J ^^^ '^« »7 opposed to the extension of 

the States-lost in the insidious increase of the Sllve S'*^""^ SJ^r eveir such Terntory-and that we also 

States from six, their original and constitutional number, f PP^ve ^e vote of our Senators and RepresenUtivts in 

to fifteen, the present Iggresslve and unconstitutional «<>ng'M» in favor of the Wilmot Proviso, 

number— lost in the twenty-one voices and votes which OHIO FOR FRKE SOIX<. 

Southern chattel slaves possess among the representa- « ^.i. <^i.* -rr ^-n i. x* / 

tives of a free people at Washington— lost in the limited 1° *"© t)niO Uouse Ot Kepresentatives (sessiOD 

wealth, in the low intelligence, and in the inferior civili- of 1847-8) the following resolution was passed 

sation of the South. We would restore this lost equality, u«. . vote of 43 to 12 * 

and, so far from degrading any portion of the Union, we ■' w -xu v 

mean to elevate the whole to the possession of that Free- JiMok/ed^ By the General Assembly of the State of 

dom which alone should be the National characteristic. Ohio, that the Senators and Representatives flrom thU 

JRMolved, That our senses reject the audacious asser- State In the Congress of the United States be and they art 

tion that the Extension of Slave Territory at the South hereby requested, to procure the passage of measnret la 

will abate the evil at the North. Aside from the ah- the National Legislature, providing for the exclnsion of 

Bordity which it hivolves, that an evil declines In proper* Slavery from the Territory of Oregon, and also f^om any 

Hon to and exph*e8 with the substance which it procures, other Territory that now is, or hereafter may be, anneied 

experience has taught, and the history of tiie ** Pecu- to the United States, 

liar Institution** itself manifests, that the slaveowner TTT,«^,a .r.» ...» o«v*r 

of the »* Old Dominion" breeds an increasing gang, and ILLINOIS FOR FRIB SOIL, 

amasses an accumulating hoard, just as the demand for The foUowinff Resolutions were adopted bf 

elavea increases with the dilTUslon of Slavery over free .^^ a*««*A ^f Tii;«/«;a /^^ *hA fifk «f T^TinaTO 

territory at the South. In the year 1790, when Alabama, the Senate of lUinois pn the 8th of Januaqr, 

Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri,* Tennessee, 1849, and the House of Representatives on tb« 

Kentucky, and Florida, were free soil, the slave popnla- followinir day. The Legislature wa* largely 

tioti was <197,89<i. In the year 1840, when Slavery had n««.«««i*;« ;« K**fVi K^n/thAa of *Iia tHhA . 

spread overthls free soil, it numbered' 2.487,855, betgan Democratic m both branches at the tHhe : 

Increase in fifty years of 1,787,457 slaves. The extension Besohed hy Ihe Senate of the StaU cfimm&U, m 

of Slavery to new territory, instead of abating the evil Houeeof BepretmUUivet coneurring. That <mr Sena* 

in Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, and Missouri, where it tors in Congress be instructed, and our Representatirei 

numbered in the year 1810, 590,000 slaves, has multiplied requested, to use all honorable means in their power le 

them to 775,000, in the year 1840, showing an increase procure the enactment of such laws by Congreea fbr the 

la tUrty years of 185.000 sUves. The existence of government of the countries and territories of the United 

BUvery depends on its dUruaion. States acquired by the treaty of peace , friendsh^, UmHl 

and settlement with the Republic of Mexico, eonclnded 

ORK>N> 0. BEO»80»'8 OPINION IN 1848. ISS;^^^'^^ S^t'^li^r^^:^Zt:!SS^ 

In a letter dated July 16th, .1848, Mr Broa- ^'pSSCSt ti SS^^tS^^^t^S^'iA^ 

son, after dechning an invitation to attend a been duly convicted.** 

political meeting, says : Reeohoed by the H&uee af BepreMntaHves, Ike 8ma^ 

ooncurrinff heptiny That the Governor be reepeetfnOy 

Slavery cannot exist where there Is no positive law to requested to transmit to each of our Senators and Bep> 

uphold H. It is not necessary that it should be forbidden ; resentatives in Congress a copy of the joint reeohitlon ef 

It is enough tliat It is not specially authorised. If the the Senate, concurred in by the House on the fth Inii, 

owner of slaves removes with or sends them Into any for the exclusion of Slavery from the new terrltoriet a» 

country. State or Territory, where Slavery does not exist quired by our late treaty with the RepabKe of Me^deo. 
by law, they will from that moment become free men, and 

will have as good a right to command the master, as he SOUTH CAROLINA FOR THB FOREIGN SLATI*TRAI>Ii 

will have to commNud them. State laws have no extra- », *i.^ .»^»»i »%a<«>.»a ^r P/v^A»n/M. Aif^ma 

tarritorial authority ; and a Uw of Virginia which makes In the annual message of Governor Adanu, 

a man a slave there, cannot make him a slave in New- of South Carolina, for the year 1856, he pro* 

Y<Mfk, nor beyond the Rocky Mountains. ceeded to areue in favor of the reopening of 

Entertaining no doubt upon that question, I can see no .^^ „i«„a ¥w>«.aT aa frwil/v»a . 

oocasion for Asking Oongrlns to legislate against the ex- ^^^ slave-trade, as follows : 

tension of Slavery into free territory, and, as a question It Is apprehended that the opening of this trade wH 

<tf policy, I think it had better be let alone. If our South- lessen the value of slaves, and ultimately destroy the 

em brethren wish to carry their slaves to Oregon, New- instituUon. It Is a lufBcient answer to point to Um ftd 

Mexico or California, they will be under the necesitity of that unrestricted immigration has not diminldied the 

asking a law to warrant it ; and it will then be in time for value of labor in the northwestern Confederal. The eiy 

the 'ree Statos to resist the measure, as I cannot doubt tliere b the want of labor, notwithstanding capital has the 

they would, with imwavering firmness. pauperiam of the old world to press into um grtndfaig ser* 

I would not needlessly move ttils question, as it Is one vloe. If we cannot supply the demand for slave labor, that 

ot an exciting nature, which tends to sectional division, we must expect to supply with a q>ecies of laber we ds 

and may do us harm as a people. I would leave it to the not want, and which is, firom the very nature of things, 

Slav^oldlng States to decide for themselves, and on their antagonbtio to oor ii»tltuti«ms. It is mnch better thsi 

own responsibility, when, if ever, the matter shall be our drays should be driven by slaves, that our facterisi 

agitated in Congress. It may be that they will act should be woriced by slaves, that our hotels rtMNild be 

wlstiy, and never move at all ; especially as It seems served by slaves, that our locomotives should be managed 

pretty generally agreed that neither Oregon, New-Mexico, by slaves, than tnat we should be exposed to the introdi»> 

nor California, are well adapted to slave labor. But if tfon flrom any quarter of a population alien to us by birth, 

our Southern brethren should make the question, we shall training, and educatkm, and which In the process of ttee 

have no choice but to meet it ; and then, whatever conse- must lead to tiie conflict between capital aiid labor, which 

quences may follow, I trust the people of the Free States makes it so difficult to nudntatn firee insttkntlons in all 

will give a united voice against allowing Slavery on a wealthy and dvUised nations where such instftiitloas ■■ 
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d» BO* tsiik In ftU il«r«lMlflliv StotM tnw policj 
diotatet thai the tuperior race diould direct, and the 
Inferior perform all menial aenrkse. Competition between 
the -white and black man for this •enriee may not disturb 
Northern sendbiUty, but does not exacUysuit our latltade. 
Irrespectlye, howerer, of interest, the act of Congress 
declaring the idave4rade pirapy is a brand upon us which 
I think It important to remove. If the trade be piracy, the 
riaves must be plunder, and no ingenul^ can avoid the 
logioal necessity of such a eoncliuion. My hopes aiMi 
fortunes are indissolubly associated with this form of 
society. I feel that I would be wanting in duty if I did 
not urge you to withdraw your assent to an act which is 
tta^ a dhreot condemnation of your institutions, ^t we 
have Interests to enforce a course of self-respect. I be- 
lieve, as I have afaready stated, that more slaves are 



as c ess a ry to » co n tt im a iio t of cm aio— ps^y !■ plan f l i o a 
products. I believe thai they are i io eessa r y ta the ftiH 
development of our wlKrie round of agrloultnral and bm» 
chanical resources: that they are neoessary to the reslo» 
ration of the South to an equality of power In the Fede- 
ral Goverament, perhaps to tiie veiy Integri^ of slave 
society, disturbed as It has been by causes which have 
introduced an undue proportion of the mllng race. To ns 
have been committed the fortunes of this peculiar form of 
society resulting from the union of unequal races. It haa 
vindicated Its ci^m to the approbation of an enlightened 
humanity; it has civiUied and christianised the i^can; 
it haa exalted the white race to higher hopes and purposes, 
and it is perhaps of the most sacred obligation that we 
should give it the means of erpansion, and that we should 
press it forward to a perpc laicy of progress. 



*•► 



MR. HAMLIN RENOUNCES THE DEMOCRA.TIC PARTY. 



Oh the 12th of June, 1856, Mr. Hamlin rose 
in his place in the Senate, and spoke as follows : 

Mr. Hamlin.— Mr. President, I rise for a purpose purely 
personal, such as I have never before risen for in the 
(Senate. I desire to explain some matters personal to 
myself and to my own future course in public life. 

Several Senators.— Ck> on. 

Mr. Hamlin.— I ask the Senate to excuse me flrom ftirther 
service as Chairman of the Committee on Commerce. I 
do so because I feel that my relations hereafter will be 
of such a character as to reader It proper that I shoqld 
no longer hold that pos.tion. I owe this act to the doiii- 
nant maiority in the Senate. When I cease to harmonise 
with the msjorlty, or tests are applied by that party with 
wlilch I have acted to which I cannot submit, I feel that 
I ought no longer to hold that respectable position. I 
propose to state brleHy the reasons which have brought 
me to that conclusion. 

During nine years of service In the Senate, I have pre- 
fsrred rather to l>e a working than a talking member ; and 
so I have been almost a sUent one. On the sufcijects which 
have so much agitated the country, Senators know that 
I have rarely uttered a word. I love my country more 
than I love my party. I love my country above my love 
for any interest that can too deeply agitate or disturb its 
karmony. I saw, In all the exciting scenes and debates 
through which we have passed, no particular good that 
would result from my active intermingling In them. My 
heart has often been full, and the impulses of that heart 
have often been felt upon my lips ; but I have repressed 
them there. 

Sir, I hold that the repeal of the Missouri Compromise 
was a gross moral and political wrong, unequaled in the 
annals of the l^islation of this country, and hardly 
equaled in the annals of any other free country. Still, 
sir, with a desire to promote harmony and concord and 
brotherly feeling, I was a quiet man under all the excit- 
ing debates which led to Uiat fatal result. I believed it 
wrong then ; I can see that wrong lying broadcast all 
around us now. As a wrong, I opposed that measure — 
not. indeed, by my voice, bat with consistent and steady 
and uniform votes. I so resisted it In obedience to the 
dictates of my own Judgment. I did it also cheerfully, 
lo eompllance with the instructions of the legislature of 
Maine, which were passed by a vote almost unanimous. 
lu the House of Representatives of Maine, consisting of 
ene hundred and fifty-one members, only six, I think. 
dlaseated; and in the Senate, consisting of thhrty-one 
nerabers, only one member non-concurred. 

But the Missouri restriction was abrogated. The por- 
tentous evils that were predicted have followed, and are 
yet following, along in Its train. It was done, sir, in 
violation of the pledges of that party with which I have 
always acted, and with which I have always voted. It 
was done in violation of solemn pledges of the President 
of the United States, made in his Inaugural Address. 
SliUfShr, I was disposed to sullbr the wrong, while I should 
tee that no evil results were flowing from it. We were 
told, by almost every Senator who addressed us upon 
tbat occasion, that no evil results would follow ; that no 
practical difbrence In the settlement of the country, and 
la the character of the (Uture State, would take place, 
whether the act were done or not. I have waited calmly 
and patiently to see the fulfillment of that prediction ; 
and 1 am grieved, sir, to say now that they have at least 
been mist i^en in their predictions and promises. Ibey 
k^y aU signally fiOled. 
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That Senators might have voted for that measure under 
the belief then expressed and the predictions to which ] 
have alluded, I can well understand. But how Senators 
can now defend that measure amid all Its evils, which are 
overwhelming the land, if not threatening It with a con- 
flagration, is what I do not comprehend. The whole of 
the disturbed state of the country has its rise in, and is 
attributable to that act alone — nothing else. It lies at 
the foundation of all our misfortunes and commotions. 
There would have been no Incursions by Missouri border- 
ers into Kansas, either to estabUsh Slavery, or to control 
elections. There would have been no necessity, either, 
for others to have gone there partially to aid In preserv- 
ing the country in its then condition. All would have 
been peace there. Had It not been done, that re* 
pose and quiet which pervaded the public mind ttien, 
would hold It in tranquillity to-day. Instead of startling 
events we should have quiet and peace within our bor^ 
ders, and that ft-atemal feeling which ought to animate 
the citizens of every part of the Union toward Uiose of 
all other sections. 

Sir, the events that are taking place around ns are 
indeed startling. They challenge the public mind and 
appeal to the public judgment; they thrill the pubUo 
nerve as electrity imparts a tremulous motion to the tele- 
graphic wire. It is a period when ail good men should 
unite In applying the proper remedy to secure peace and 
harmony to the country. Is tUs to be done by any of us, 
by remii^ing associated with those who have been lo^ru- 
mental in producing these results, and who now Justiiy 
them ? I do not see my duty lying in that direction. 

I have, while temporarily acquiescing, stated here and 
at home, everywhere, uniformly, that when the test of 
those measures was applied to me as one of party fldelity, 
I would sunder them as flax is sundered at the touch of 
Are. I do it now. 

The occasion involves a question of moral duty ; and 
self-respect allows me no other line of duty but to follow 
the dictates of my own judgment and the impulses of my 
own heart. A just man may cheerfully submit to many 
enforced humiliations; but a self-d^praded man has 
ceased to be worthy to be deemed a man at all. 

Sr, what has the recent Democratic Convention at 
Oindnnati done ? It has indorsed the measure I have 
condemned, and has sanctioned its destructive and ruin- 
ous effects. It has done more — vastly more. That prin- 
ciple or policy of Twritorial Sovereignty which once had, 
and wldch I suppose now has, Its advocates within these 
walls, is stricken down ; and there is an absolute denial 
of it in the resolutions of the Convention, if I can diaw 
right conclusions— a denial equally to Congress, and even 
to the people of the Twritories, of the ri^t tofiettle the 
question of Slavery therein. On the contrary, the Con- 
vention has actually Incorporated into the platform of 
the Democratic party thai doctrine which, only a few 
years ago, met nothing but ridicule and contempt here 
and elsewhere, namely : that the flag of the federal 
Union, under the Constitution of the United States, car- 
ries Slavery wherever it floats. If this balefiil principle 
be true, then that National Ode which Inspires us always 
as on a batUe-fleid, should be re-written by Drake, and 
should read thus : 

" Forever float that standard sheet ; 

Where breathes the foe but fklls before os^ 
With 8kutery*$ soU beneath our foot, 
And Slaoery*$ banner streaming o'er ust" 

Now, sir, what b the precise condltixm fat^whioh this 
aatter Is left by the Ondnaaa OoovenllMif - Iti^Bpl 
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#M!gn to trapMi nuuiy iiu>m«Dts on Um 8«iutt« ; but al- 
low JDM to road and offer a Tory few commente upon 
tome porttoni of tbe Demooratio platform. The firrt re- 
■olation that treats apon the enbject is In these words— 
X read just so much of it as is applicable to my present 
remarks: 

** That OoQgress has no power under the ConstituUon to in- 
terfere with of control the domestic inetitatioDs of the sereral 
fitatee, and that all such States are the sole and proper Judgea 
of eyerrthinf appertaining to their own affairs not prohlbfied 
hj the Constitution." 

I take it that this language, thus far, is language which 
meets a willing and ready response fi>om every Senator 
here — certainly it does firom me. But in the following 
resolution I And these words : 

" Se$ol9ed, That the foregoing^ proposition covers, and was 
intended to embrace, the whole subject of Bluveiy ugitniiuu 
in Coagrees." 

The first resolution wliich I read was adopted years 
ago in Democratic Gonventions. Tbe second resolution 
wnich I read was adopted in subsequent years, when a 
different state of things had arisen, and it became neces- 
sary to apply an abstract proposition relating to the 
States, to the Territories. Hence the adoption of the lan- 
guage contained in the second Resolution which I have 
read. 

Now, sir, I deny the position thus assumed by the C9n- 
olnnati Oonyention. In the language of the Senator from 
Kentuclcy (Mr. Orittenden),so ably and so appropriately 
nsed on Tuesday last, I hold that the entire and unquali- 
fied sorereignty of the Territories is in Congress. That 
is my Judgment; but this resolution brings the Territories 
precisely witibin the same lin^tations wliich are applied 
to the States in tbe resolution which I first read. The 
two taken together deny to Congress any power of legis- 
lation in the Territories. 

Follow on, and let us see what remidns. Adopted as a 
part of the present platform, and as necessary to a new 
state of things, and to meet an emergency now existing, 
the OonTention says : 

" Tbe American Democracy recogniEe and adopt the princi- 
ples contained in the organic law establishing the Territories of 
Kansas and Nebiaska, as embodying the only sound and safe 
Solution of the Slarery Question, upon which the great national 
Idea of the people of this whole country can repose, in its de- 
termined conservatism of tbe Union — non-interference by Con- 
gress with Slavery in the States and Territories." 

Sh«D follows the last reeolnUon : 

*' iZssolMif, That we reoognise the right of the people of all the 
Territories, including Kaniuu and Nebraska, actmg through 
the fairly-expressed will of the mi^rity of actual residenw, 
and whenever the number of their inhabitants Justifies it, to 
fbrm a constitution, with or without domestic Slavery, and be 
admitted into the Union upon terms of perfect equality with 
flio other States." r ^ j 



Take all these resolntioni together, and fbt doduetfen 
whieh we must neoessarUy draw flrom them Is » denial to 
Congress of any power whatever to legislate apon the 
sttbjeet of Slavery. The last resolution denlee to the peo- 
ple of the Territories any power over that sahjeot, save 
when they shall have a sufficient number to form a eoa- 
stltution and become a State, and also denies that Con- 
gress has any power over the subject ; and so the reMlu- 
tions hold that this power is at least in abeyance wfaHe 
the Territory is in a Territorial condition. That Is the 
only conclusion which you can draw ft^m these resolu- 
tions. Alas I for short-lived Territorial Sovereignty 1 It 
came to its death in the house of its friends : it was bnried 
by the same hands which had given it baptism ! 

But, sir, I did not rise for the purpose of disenssteg 
these resolutions, but only to read them, and state the 
action which I propose to take in view of them. I may 
— I probably shall -4ake some subsequent occasion, when 
I shall endeavor to present to the Senate and the coun- 
try a fair account of what is the true issue presented to 
the people for their consideration and decision. 

My object now is to show only that' the Cinclnnatt Con- 
vention has Indorsed and approved of the repeal of the 
Missouri Compromise, firom which so many evils havs 
already flowed— from which, I fear, more and worse 
evils must yet be anticipated. It would of course, be ex- 
pected that the Presidential nominee of that Convention 
would accept, cordially and cheerfhliy, the platform pre- 
pared for him by his party friends. No person ean ob- 
ject to that. There Is no equivocation on his part about 
the matter. I beg leave to read a short extract firom a 
speech of that gentleman, made at his own home within 
the last few days. In reply to the Keystone Clob, which 
paid him a visit there, Mr. Buchanan sidd : 

** Oentlemen, two weeks since I should have 'made you a 
longer speech ; but now I have been placed on a pliuform 
of which 1 most heartily approve, and that can speak for me. 
Beihg the representative or the great Democratic party, and 
not wnply James Buchanan, I must sauare my conduct ae- 
cording to the platform of the party, and insert no new plank, 
nor take one from it." 

These events leave to me only one unpleasant du^. 
which is to declare here that I can nudntain political 
associations with no party that insists upon such doe- 
trines ; that I can support no man for President who 
avows and recognizes Uiem ; and that the little of tiiat 
power with which God has endowed me shall bo eiDf 
ployed to battle manfully, firmly, and consistently for 
his defeat, demanded as it is by the highest interests of 
the country which owns all my allegiance. 

The President. — The question Is on the motion of the 
Senator from Maine to be excused from farther serriee 
on the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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ACCEPTANCE OF PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES. 



MESSRS. LIKOOLN AND HAMLIN ACCIPT. 

Thi foUowine is the correspondence between 
the officers of tne Republican National Gonren- 
tion and the candidates thereof for President 
and Tice-President : 

Ohioaoo, May 18, 1860. 

To Me How. Abbaham LiMOour, o/IlUnois. 

Sib : Tbe representatives of tlie Republican Party of 
the United States, assembled in Convention at Chicago, 
have this day, by a nnanimous vote, selected you as the 
Kepubllcan candidate for the office of President of the 
United States 4o be supported at the next election ; and 
the undersigned were appointed a Committee of the Con* 
Tention to apprise you of tills nomination, and respectfully 
to request that you will accept it. A declaration of the 
plnciples and senUments adopted by tbe Convention 
accompanies this communioation. 

In Mie performance of this agreeable duty we take 
leave to add our confident assurance that the nomination 
of the Chioago Oonvtntion will be ratified by the snifrages 
of the people. 

We have the honor to be, with great respeet and regard, 
your friends and felIow*ciUiens. 

GcoBOB AasMUir, of Massachusetts^ 
President of the Convention. 
Wm. M. EvARTS, of New-Tork, 
Jo&BimuMaAHB, of Oregon, 



Ephraim Marsb, of New-Jersey, 
OinnoN Wills, of Connecticut, 
D. K. Cartrr, of Ohio, 
Carl Schurz, of Wisconsin, 
Jambs F. Simmohs, of Rhode Island, 
John W. North, of Minnesota, 
Gbo. D. Blakbt, of BLentucky, 
Pbtbr T. Wasbbvrb, of Yermont, 

A. C. Wilder, of Kansas, 

Edward H. Rolliks, of New*Hampshli«» 
Francis S. Corxram, of Maryland, 
Norman B. Judd, of Illinois, 
N. B. Smithbrs, of Delaware, 
Wm. H. MoCrillis, of Maine, 
Alfred Caldwell, of Tirginia, 
Caleb B. Smith, of Indiana, 
AcsTiN Blair, of Michigan, 
Wif. P. Clabkb, of Iowa, 

B. Obatz Bbowb, of Missouri, 
F. P. Tract, of California, 

B. D. Wbbstbb, of Nebraska, 
6. A. Hall, of District of Colombia, 
John A. Abdbbw, of Massachusetts, 
A. H. Rbedbb, of Pennsylvania. 

BPRixanLD, III., JToy SI, 1860i 

Hob. Obobob Abhmuh, PruidiU tiflht B^pmbUctm 
JUationdl CkmmtmUon, 
SiB : I accept the nomination tendered me by tkf 
Convention over which you presided, and of which I as 



ACC£rTAKCE OF LINCOLN, HAMLIN AND BREGEINaiDGE. 



211 



fonnaUjr i^ypHMd In the letter of yourself and others, 
aetlnir m a Committee of the Oonventien fbr that pur- 
poee. 

The declaration of principles and sentiments, which 
tooompouiefl your leiter, meets my approval ; 'and it 
Aall be my care not to Tlolate, or disregard it, in any 
part. 

Imploring the assistance of Divine Providence, and 
With due regard to the views and feelings of all who were 
yepresented in the Convention ; to the rights of all ilie 
States, and Territories, and people of the nation ; lu the 
inviolability of the Constitution, and the perpetual union, 
harmony and prosperity of all, I am most happy to co- 
operate for the practical success of the principles declared 
by the Convention. 

Tour obliged friend and fellow-citisen, 

Absaham Limcolh. 

A similar letter was sent to the nominee for 
the Vice-Presidency, to which the following is 
the reply. 

Washington, May 80, 1860. 

Gkntlbmbn : Tour official communication of the 18tli 
instant, informing me that the representatives of the 
Bepublioan party of the United States, assembled at Chi- 
cago, on that day, had, by a unanimous vote, selected 
me as their candidate for the office of Vice-President of 
the United States, has been received, together with the 
reeolutions adopted by the Convention as its declaration 
of principles. 

Those resolutions enunciate clearly and forcibly the 
principles which unite us, and the objects proposed to be 
accomplished. They address themselves to all, and there 
is neither necessity nor propriety in my entering upon a 
disenssion of any of them. They have the approval of 
my Judgment, and in any action of mine will be faith- 
fully and cordially sustained. 

I am profoundly grateflil to those with whom It is my 
pride and pleasure politically to codperate, for the nomi- 
nation so unexpectedly conferred ; and I desire to tender 
tlirough you, to tiie members of the Convention, my sin- 
cere thanks for the confidence thus reposed in me. Should 
the nomination, which I now accept, be ratified by the 
people, and the duties devolve upon me of presiding over 
the Senate of the United States, it will be my earnest 
endeavor faithfully to discharge them with a just regard 
fbrthe rights of all. 

It is to be observed, in connection with the doings of 
the Kepublican Convention, tiiat a paramount object 
with us is to preserve the normal condition of our Territo- 
torial Domain as homes for Free men. The able advocate 
and defender of Republican principles, whom you have 
nominated for the highest place that can gratify the 
ambition of man, comes fl'om a State which has been 
made what it is, by special action, in that respect, of the 
wise and good men who founded our institutions. The 
rights of free labor have there been vindicated and 
maintained. The thrift and enterprise which so distin- 
guish Illinois, one of the most fiuurishing States of the 
glorious West, we would see secured to ail the Territories 
of the Union ; and restore peace and harmony to the 
whole country, by bringing back the Government to what 
it was under tlte wise and patriotic men who created it. 
If the Republicans shall succeed in that object, as they 
hope to, they will be held in gratefbl remembrance by the 
buijy and teeming millions of future ages. 

I am, very truly yours, 
U. Hamlin. 
The Hon. Qbobgk AsHMUN, President of the Convention, 

and others of the Convention. 

MR. BRKCKINRIDOB ACCEPTS. 

Washinoton Crrr, July tf, 1860. 

Dear Sir : I have vour letter of the 28d ultimo, by 
which I am officially informed of my nomination for the 
office of President of the United States by the Democratic 
National Convention lately assembled at Baltimore. 

The circumstances of this nomination will justify me in 
referring to its personal aspect. 

I have not sought nor desired to be placed before the 
country for the office of President. When my name was 
presented to the Convention at Charleston, it was with- 
drawn by a fHend in obedience to my expressed wishes. 
My views had not changed when the Convention reas- 
sembled at Baltimore, and when I heard of the differenses 
which occurred there, my indisposition to be connected 
prominently with the canTMu was confirmed and ex- 
pressed to many fHends. 

Without dbcussing the occurrences which preceded the 
nominations, and which are or soon will be well under- 
•tood by the country, I have only to say that I approved. 



as just and necessary to the preservation of the National 
organhEation and the sacred lis^t of representation, the 
action of the Convention over which you continued to 
preside : and ttius approving it, and having resolved to 
sustain it, I feel that it does not become me to select tbie 
position I shall occupy, nor to shrink from the remponsi- 
bilities of the poet to which I have been assigned. 
Accordingly, I accept the nomination from a sense of 
public duty, and, as I think, uninfluenced in any degxee 
by ttie allurements of ambition. 

I avail myself of this occasion to sav that the confidence 
In my personal and public character unpUed by the action 
of the Convention, will always be gratemlly remembered ; 
and it Is but just, also, to my own feelings, to express my 
gratification at the association of my name with that of 
my fdend Gen. Lane, a patriot and a soldier, whose great 
services In the field and in council entitle him to the 
gratitude and confidence of his countrymen. 

!nie resohitions adopted by the Convention have my 
cordial approval. They are just to all parts of the Union, 
to all our citizens, native and naturalized, and they form 
a noble policy for any administration. 

The questions touching the rights of persons and pro- 
perty, which have of late been much discussed, find In ' 
these resolutions a constitutional solution. Our Union is 
a Confederacv of equal sovereign States, for the purposes 
enumerated in the Federal Constitution. Whatever the 
common Government holds in trust for all the States must 
be enjoyed equally by each. It controls the Territories 
in trust for all the States. NotlUng less than sovereignty 
can destroy or impair the rights of persons or property. 
The Territorial Governments are subordinate and tempo- 
rary, and not sovereign ; hence they cannot destroy or 
impair the rights of persons or property. While they 
continue to be Territories they are under the control of 
Congress, but the Constitution nowhere confers on any 
branch of the Federal Government the power to discrimi- 
nate against the rights of the States or the property of 
their citizens In the Territories. It follows that the citi- 
zens of all the States may enter the Territories of the 
Union with their property, of whatever kind, and ei^oy it 
during the territorial condition without let or hindrance, 
either by Congress or by the subordinate Territorial 
Governments. 

These principles flow directly from the absence of 
sovereignty in the Territorial Governments, and from the 
equality of the States. Indeed, they are essential to that 
equality, which is, and ever has been, the vital principle 
of our Constitutional Union. They have been settled 
legislatively — settled judiciously, and are sustained by 
right reason. They rest on the rock of the Constitution— 
they will preserve the Union. 

It Is idle to attempt to smother these great issues, or to 
misrepresent them by the use of partisan phrases, which 
are misleadhig and delusive. The people will look be- 
neath such expressions as " Intervention," ** Congress- 
ional Slave Code," and the like, and will penetrate to the 
real questions involved. The Mends of Constitutional 
equality do not and never did demand a " Congressional 
Slave Codsi/* nor any other code in regard to property in 
the Territories. They hold the doctrine of non-inten-en- 
tion by Congress, or by a Territorial Legislature, either 
to establish or pi ohibit Slavery ; but they assert (fortifi- 
ed by the liighest judicial tribunal in the Union; the plain 
duty of the Federal Government, in all its departments, 
to secure, when necessary, to the citizens of all the 
States, the enjoyment of thehr property in the common 
Territories, as everywhere else within its jurisdiction. 
The only logical answer to this would seem to be to 
claim sovereign power for the Territories, or to deny 
that the Constitution recognizes property in the services 
of negro slaves, or to deny that such property can exist. 

Inexorable logic, which works its steady way throu^ 
clouds and pai>§ion, compels the country to meet the 
issue. There is no evasive middle ground. Already th9 
signs multiply of a fanatical and growing party, which 
denies that under the Constitution, or by any other law, 
slave property can ex.st; and ultimately the struggle 
must come bettveen this party and the National Demo* 
cracy, sustained by all the other conservative elements 
in the Union. 

1 think it will be impossible for a candid mind to di% 
cover hostility to the Union or a taint of sectionalism 
in the resolutions adopted by the Convention. The 
Constitution and the L'nion repose on the equality 
of the States, whicii lies like a broad foundation under- 
neath our whole poLtical structure. As I construe 
them, the resolutions simply assert this equality. They 
demand nothing for any State or section that Is not 
cheerfully conceded to all the rest. It is well to remem- 
ber that the chief disorders which have afflicted our 
country have grown out of the violation of State equality, 
and that as long as this great prUiciple has been respected 
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Wf hare been blened trith hannony and peace. Nor will 
it be easy to persuade the conntry that resolutions are 
sectional Which command the support of a majority of 
the States, and are approved by the bone and body of 
the old Democracy, and by a tast mass of conserrative 
'Opinion everywhere, without regard to party. 

It has been necessary more than once in our history, 
to pause and solemnly assert the true character of this 
Government. A memorable instance occurred In the 
struggle which ended in the civil revolution of 1800. 
The Republicans of that day. like the Democracy of this, 
were stigmatised as disunionists, but they nobly conduct- 
ed the contest under the CoDstitution, and saved our po- 
litical system, fiy a little constitutional struggle it is 
intended to assert and establish the equality of the 
States, as tho only basis of union and peace. When Uiis 
object, so national, so constitutional, so just, shall be 
accomplished, the last cloud will disappear flrom the 
American sky, and with common hands and hearts the 
States and the people will unite to develop the resources 
of the whole country, to bind it together with the bonds 
of intercourse and brotherhood, and to impel it onward 
in its great career. 

Xhe Constitution and the Equality of the States ! These 
are symbols of everlasting Union. Let these be the ral- 
lying cries of the people. 

I trust that this canvass will be conducted without 
rancor, and that temperate arguments will take the 
place of hot words and passionate accusations. 

Above all, I venture humbly to hope that Divine Provi- 
dence, to whom we owe our origin, our growUi, and all 
our prosperity, will continue to protect our beloved 
country against all danger, foreign and domestic. 
I am, with great respect, your firieyd, 

JoBW 0. Bbkckinbidoi. 

The Hon. C. Ccsbiko, President of the Democratic National 
Convention. 

GEN. lane's acceptance. 

WAMBnxQtotf, June no, 1860. 

HoH. Calkb Cusmsra, PBismsar or the Dkmocratic Na- 
tional Convention: 

Sib— I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
communication you make in behalf of the Democratic 
Nadonal Convention, in which you hiform me tLat, on the 
33d Inst., I was unanimously nominated by that party for 
the office of Vice-President of the United States, with the 
request that I shall accept the nomination. 

The platform adopted, and of which you inclose me a 
copy, meets with my hearty approval, as it embodies 
what I have been contending for as the only means of 
stopping sectional agitation, by securing to all equality 
and constitutional rights, the denial of which has led to 
the present unhappy condition of public affsin. 

Compromises of constitutionid principles are ever dan- 
gerous, and I am rejoiced that the true Democracy has 
seen fit to plant a firm foot on the rock of truth, and to 
give the people an opportunity to vindicate their love of 
justice and firatemal regard for each other^s rights. 

Non-intervention on the subject of Slavery, I may em- 
phaticaUy say, is that cardinal maxim of the Democracy 
— non-intervention by Congress and non-intervention by 
Territorial Legislatures, as is fully stated in the first reso- 
lution of the aidopted platform. 

In vahi should we declare the former without indsting 
upon the latter; because, to permit Territorial legisli^ 
tures to prohibit or establuh Slavery, <»* by unfriendly le* 
gislation to invalidate property, wotdd be granting powers 
to the creature or agent, which, it is admitted, do not ap- 
pertain to the principal, or the power that creates ; besides 
wUich, itjvould be fostering an element of agitation in the 
Territory that must necesMurily extend to Congress and 
the people of all the States. 

If the Constitution establishes the right of every citizen 
to enter the common territory with whatever property he 
legally possesses, it necessarily devolves on the Federal 
Government the duty to protect this right of the citizen 
whenever and wherever assailed or infringed. The De- 
mocratic party honestiy meets this agitating question, 
which is threatening to sever and destroy this brothertiood 
of States. It does not propose to legislate for the exten- 
sion of Slaveiy, nor for its restriction, but to give to each 
State and to every citizen all that our forefathers proposed 
to give — ^namely, perfect equality of rights, and then to 
commit to the people, to climate, and to soil, the determi- 
nation as to the kind of institution best fitted to their re- 
^^ements in their constitutional limits, and declaring as 
a fundamental maxim, that the people of a Territory can 
oiUy establish or prohtt>it Slavery when they come to form 
a constitution, preparatory to their admission as a State 
into the Union. 

If, happUy, our principles shall prevail, an era of peace 
and harmony will be restored to our distracted country, 



and no more shall We b« tMttUed irith flie igltaiioB m 
this dangerous qneetlon, because it wlU be removed u 
well firom the Territorial legislatures as firom the balls ef 
Congress— when we shall be firee to turn our a tt e nti on to 
more usefni issues, promotive of our growth In natioosl 
greatness. 

Our Union must be preserved ! But tide can onfar be 
done by maintaining the Constitution inviolate In au its 
provisions and guaranties. The Judicial antbori^.aft 
provided by the Constitution, must be maintained, ana its 
decisions hnplicitiy ob^e<L as well in regard to the rii^ 
of property In the Territories as in all outer matten. 

Hoping for success, and trusting in the truth and Justice 
of the principles of our party, and in that Divine Provi- 
dence that has watched over us and made ns one of the 
great nations of the earth, and that we may e«wtinne.to 
merit Divine protection, I cheerftally accept the nomina- 
tion so unanimously conferred on me, and cordially in* 
dorse the platform adopted by the Conventiosi. 

I have tixe honor to be, dr, with much reepeet, 
Tour fnend and obedient servwit^ 

JOBKPH LAEI. 

MR. DOUGLAS ACCEPTS. 

WiBEuroTOE, I¥id€yt Jwm 29, 186Ql 

OxNTLniKN : In accordance with the verbal assurance 
which I gave you when you placed in my hands the 
authentic evidence of my nomination for the Presidency 
by the National Convention of the Democratic party, I 
now send you my formal acceptance. Upon a careral 
examination of the platform and principles adopted at 
Charleston and reaffirmed at Baltimore, with an additional 
resolution which is in perfect harmony with the others, I 
find it to be a faithful embodiment of the time-honored 
principles of the Democratic party, as the same were pro- 
claimed and understood by all parties in the Presidential 
contest of 1848, 1852, and 1856. 

Upon looking into the proceedings of the Convention 
also, I find that the nomination was made with great 
imanimity, in the presence and with the concurrence of 
more than two-thirds of the whole number of delegates, 
and in accordance with the long-established usa||es of 
the party. My inflexible purpose not to be a cancudate, 
nor accept the nomination under any oontingoicy, except 
as the regular nominee of the National Democratic party 
and in that case only upon the condition that the usages, 
as well as the principles of the party, should be strictly 
adhered to, had been proclaimed for a long time and 
become well known to the country. These conditions 
having all been complied with by tiie free and Tolnntary 
action of the Democratic masses and their faithfni repre- 
sentatives, without any agency, interference, or procure- 
ment, on my part, I feel bound in honor and duty to 
accept tiie nomination. In taking this step, I am not 
unmindful of the responsibilities it imposes, ImU with firm 
reliance upon Divine Providence I have the faith that the 
people will comprehend the true nature of the Issiies in- 
volved, and eventually maintain the ri^^t. 

The peace of the country and the perpetuity of the 
Union have been put in Jeopardy by attempts to interfere 
with and control the domestic aiOedrs of the peoi^e in the 
Territories, through the agency of the Federal OoTem- 
ment. If ihit power and tiie duty of Federal interference 
is to be conceded, two hostile sectional parties most be 
the inevitable result— the one inflaming the passions and 
ambitions of the North, the other of the Sooth, and each 
struggling to use the Federal power and authority for 
the aggrandizement of its own section, at the expense 
of the equal rights of the other, and la derogation of 
those fundamental principles of self-government which 
were firmly established in this country by the American 
Revolution, as the basis of our entire republican system. 

During the memorable period of our poUtical Id^iy, 
when the advocates of Federal intervention upon the sub* 
Ject of Slavery in the Tenttories had well-i4^ **precM* 
tated the country into revolution," the Northern Interven- 
tionists demanding the Wihnot Proviso for the prohflb^n 
of Slavery, and the Southern interventionists, then few in 
number, and without a single Representative In either 
House of Congress, Indsting upon Congressional l^isla- 
tion for the protection of Slavery in opposition to tbe 
wiidies of the people in either case, it will be remembered 
that it required tjl the wisdom, power and iufinence of a 
Clay and a Webster and a Cassjrapported by the conser- 
vative and patriotic men of tiie Whig and Democratic par- 
ties of that day, to devise and carry out a line of policy 
which would restore peace to the country and stai^yity to 
the Union. The essential living principle of that poliqr, ss 
applied in the legislation of 1850, was, and now la, nof»- 
imiwiDwUon hy OongrtM foiih Slwptry in ihe TtrrUo- 
riei. The fafar application of this Just and equitable prin- 
ciple restored harmony and fratenuty to a distracted coun* 
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liT. li we now depart from that wise and Jntt policy 
woleh produced these happy resolta, and permit the coon- 
try to be again distracted ; If precipitated into rerolutlon 
by a sectional contest between Pro-Slayeiy and Anti-Sla- 
Tery Interventionists, where shall we look for another Clayi 
another Webster, or another Gass to pilot the diip of State 
over the breakers into a baren of peace and safety f 

The Federal Union mnst be preseiT'ed. The Consdta- 
tion most be maintained inviohute in all its parts. Sveiy 
right guaranteed by the Constitution must be protected 
by law in all cases where legislation is necessary to its en- 
joyment. The Judicial authority, as provided in the Oon- 
stitution, must be sustained, and its decisions implicitly 
obeyed and faithfully executed. The laws must be ad- 
ministered and the constituted authorities upheld, and 
all uoiawful resistance to these things must be put down 
with firmness, impartiality and fidelity, if we expect to 
enjoy an^Aransmii unimpaired to our posterity, that 
blessed inheritance which we have reeeived in trust from 
the patriots and sages of the Revolution. 

With sincere thanks for the kind and agreeable man- 
ner in which yon have made known to me the action of 
the GonvenUon, I have the honor to be. 

Tour friend and fellow citisen, 
8. A, DonoLAS. 

Hon. Wm. H. Ludlow, of New- York: R.P. Dick, of 
North Carolina ; P. C. Wickuff, of LoiUsiana, and others 
of Conunittee. 

MR. FITZPATRICK DECLINES. 

Washhtotov, June 2B, 1860. 

GKNTLnnv : Tour letter of to-day, Informing me that i 
^ have been unanimously nominated by the National Con- 
vention of the Democratic party, which met at Charieston 
on the 28d day of April last, and ac^oumed to meet at 
Baltimore on the 18th day of June, as thdjr candidate for 
the office of Vice-President," was duly received. 

AcknoWIedginff with the liveliest sensibility this disthi- 
guished mark of your confidence and regard, it is with no 
ordinanr feelings of regret that consideraUons, the recital 
of which I will not impose upon you, constrain me to de- 
cline the nomination so flatteringly tendered. My desig- 
nation as a candidate for this high position would have 
been more gratifying to me if it had proceeded from the 
united Democracy — united both as to principles and men. 

The distracting differences at present existing in the 
ranks of the Democratic party were strikingly exemplified 
both at Charleston and at Baltimore, and, in my humble 
opinion, distinctly admonish me that I should in no way 
contribute to these unfortunate divisions. 

The BUck Republicans have harmoniously (at least in 
Convention) presented their candidates for the Presidency 
and Yice-Pr^dency. So have the Oonstitutionai Union 

girty (as it is termed). Each party b already engaged in 
e contest. In the presence of such organizations we still, 
anfortnnately, exhibit a (Uvlded camp. What a melan- 
choly spectacle I It b calculated to cause every Democratic 
citisen who cherishes the Constitution of his country to 
despond, if not to desp^, of the durability of the Union. 

Desirous, as far as I am capable of exerddng any influ- 
ence, to remove every obstacle which may prevent a resto- 
ration of the peace, harmony, and perfect concord of that 
glorious old party to which I have been inflexibly devoted 
fi*om early manhood — a party which, in my deliberate 
opinion, is the only real and reliable ligament which binds 
the South, the North, the East, and the West together upon 
oonstitutionai principles — ^no alternative was left to me 
but that which I have herein most respectfully communi- 
cated to you. 

For the agreeable manner In which you have conveyed 
to me the action of tiie Convention, accept my sincere 
thanks. 

Very truly your friend and obedient servant, 

« B. FrrzpATEiOK. 

To Wm. H. Lodlow, of New-York, and others. 

The Democratic National Committee subse- 
quently nominated the Hon. Herachel Y. John- 
son,, of Georgia, who accepted the position. 

IIR. BKLL ACCEFTS. 

« 

Nashviuji, Map 91, 1860. 
Dear Sn : Official Information of my ncHnination to ttie 
Presidency by the National Union Convention, of which 
you were the presiding officer, was communicated to me 
by your letter of the 11th Inst., at Philadelphia, on the 
eve of my departure with my family for my place of resi- 
dence In Tennessee ; and diffident as I was of my worthi- 
ness, I did not hesitate to signify my Intentioc to accept 
the position assigned to me by that distinguished and pa- 
triotic body. But for conveidence, and under a sense of 



the proprie^of acting in so gtave a matter with greater 
deliberation, I concluded, as I informed you at the time 
by a private note, to d<>fer a formal acceptance until after 
my arriviU at home. 

Now that I have had all the leisure I could desire for re- 
flection upon the circumstances under which the nomina- 
tion was made, the purity of the motives and the lofty 
spirit of patriotism by which the Convention was anima- 
ted, as evinced In all its proceedings, I can appreciate 
more Justly the honor done me by ttie nomination ; and, 
though it might have been more fortunate for the country 
had it fallen upon some one of the many (Ustingulshed states- 
men whose names were brought to the notice of the Con> 
vention, rather than myself, I accept It, with all Us posMl- 
ble responsibilities. Whatever may be the issue of the 
ensuing canvass, as fer myself, I shaXL ever regard it as a 
proud distinction— one worth a lifelong effort to attain — 
to be pronounced worthy to receive the highest office la 
the Government at such a time as the present, and by such 
a Convention as that which recently met in Baltimore — a 
Convention far less Impo^g by the number of Its mem- 
bers, large as it was, than by their high character. In it 
were men venerable alike for thdr age and their public 
services, who could not have been called fh)m their volun- 
tary retirement from public life, but bv the strongest sens« 
of patriotic duty ; others, thou^^ still in the prime of life, 
ranking with the first men of the country by honors and 
distinctions already acquired in high official positions. 
State and national, many of them statesmen worthy to fill 
the highest office in the government ; a still greater num- 
ber occupying the highest rank in their respective profes- 
sional pursuits ; others distinguished by their intelligence 
and well-earned influence in various walks of private Ufe, 
and all animated and united by one spirit and one pur^ 
pose — ^the result of a strong conviction that our political 
system, under the operatton of a complication of disorders, 
is rapidly approaching a crisis when a speedy change must 
take place, indicating, as In diseases of the physical body, 
recovery or death. 

The Convention, in discarding the use of platforms, ex- 
act no pledge from those whom they deem worthy of the 
highest trusts under the Government ; wisely considering 
that the surest guaranty of a man^s future usefulness and 
fidelity to the great interests of the country, in any offi- 
cial station to which he may be chosen, is to be found in 
his past history connected with the public service. The 
pledge implied in my acceptance of the nomination of the 
National Union Convention is, that should I be elected, I 
will not depart fh>m the spirit and tenor of my past 
course ; and the obligation to keep this pledge derives a 
! double force from the consideration that none It required 
from me. 

Yutt, sir, in your letter containing the official announce- 
ment of my nomination, have been pleased to ascribe to 
me the merit of moderation and Justice in my past public 
career. You have likewise given me credit for a uni- 
form support of all wise and beneficent measures of legis- 
lation, for a firm resistance to all measures calculated to 
engender sectional discord, and for a lifelong devotion to 
the Union, harmony, and prosperity of these States. 
Whether your personal partiality has led you to over- 
state my merits as a pubUo man or not in your enumera- 
tion of them, you have presented a summary— a basis of 
all sound American statesmanship. It may be ol^ected 
that nothing is said in this summary, in express terms,of 
the obligations imposed by the Constitution; but the 
duty to respect and observe them is dearly implied, for 
without due observance in the conduct of the Govern- 
ment of the Constitution, Its restrictions, and require- 
ments, fairly interpreted In accordance with its spirit 
and ofctjects, there can be no end to sectional discord— ne 
security for the harmony of the Union. 

I have not the vanity to assume that in my past con* 
nection with the public service I have exemj^ified the 
course of a sound American statesman ; but if I have 
deserved the favorable view taken of it In your letter, I 
may hope, by a falthftil adherence to the maxims by 
which I have heretofore been guided, not altogether to dis- 
appoint the confidence and expectations of those who 
have placed me in my present relation to the public ; and 
if, under Providence, I should be called to preside over 
the affairs of this great country as the Executive Chief of 
the €k)vemment, the only fiirther pledge I feel called upon 
to make is, that the utmost of my ability, and with what- 
ever strength of will I can command, all the powers and 
infiuence belonging to my official staUon,shall be employed 
and directed for the promotion of all the great ofaijects for 
which the Government was instituted, but more espe- 
cially for the maintenance of the Constitution and the 
Union against all Imposing influences and tendencies. 

I cannot conclude this letter without expressing my 
high gratification at the nomination to the second offiof 
under the Government, of the eminently-gifted and di»> 
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tiDgnlshed Mtatesmao of Uaflsachof etU, Bdward Everett, 
a gentlemen held by general consent to be altogether 
worthy of the flnil. 

Tendering my grateftil acknowledgments for the kind 
and complimentary manner in which you were pleased 
to accompany tne communication of my nomination, I 
am, dear sir, with the highest respect, 

Tour obedient servant, Jomi Bill. 

To the Hon. WABEnroTOH Huht. 

MR. ETXRSTT^S ACCEFTAKOE. 

BoeroR, May 29, 1860. 

Mt Diab Sir : I hare duly recdved your letter of the 
11th, in which you inform me ofBcially, that the National 
Union ConvenUon, recently in session at Baltimore, had 
done me the honor to nominate me as its candidate for 
the oflSce of Vice-President of the United States. 

I am deeply impressed with this manifestation of the 
ftiTorable opinion of the Convention, comprising as it did 
among its members so many persons distinguished for 
public service, patriotism and Intelligence; and fairly 
representing a considerable portion of the conservative 
feeling of the country. For the great cordiality with 
which, as you inform me, my name was proposed and 
veeeived, my warmest thanks are due. 

The grateful acceptance of such a nomination would, 
under ordinary circumstances, be a matter of course ; 
but it has unavoidably been with me the subject of long 
and anxious hesitation. The grounds of this hesitation I 
owe it to the Convention which has honored me with 
this mark of its confidence, and to myself, to explain; 
loath as I am to dwell on matters of personal interest 
of no importance to the public. 

It is generally known that I have, for some years 
past, retired from active participation in political life, 
not, as I hope I have shown, firom indolence or want of 
sympathy with my fellow-citizens in the pursuit of the 
great objects of social life. The reasons of my retire- 
ment have been more than once publicly stated, and I 
beg to repeat them here from my speech at the Union 
meeting in Faneuil Hall last December : 

** I did not suppose that anything could occur which 
would make me think it my duty to appear again on this 

Elatform, on any occasion of a political character ; and 
ad this meeting been of a party nature, or designed to 
promote any party purposes, I should not have been 
here. When compelled, by the prostration of my health, 
five years ago, to resign the distinguished place which I 
then filled in the public service,it whs with no expectation, 
no widi, and no Intention of ever again mingling in the 
scenes of public life. I have, accordingly, with the par- 
tial restoration of my health, abstained ftrom all partici- 
paUon in political action of any kind ; partly because I 
have found a more congenial, and, as I venture to think, 
a more useAil occupation, in seeking to rally the affec- 
tions of my countrymen. North and South, to that great 
name and precious memory which are left almost ^one 
of all the numerous kindly associations which once 
bound the different sections of the country together, and 
also because, between the extremes of opinion that have 
long distracted and now threaten to convulse the coun- 
try. I find no middle ground of practical usefulness, on 
vhioh a friend of moderate counsels can stand.'* 

Tt having been suggested to me, notwithstanding these 
avowals, that I might be thought of, at the Union Con- 
vention, as a candidate for the Presidency, I requested, 
by telegraphic message and by letter, that my name, if 
brought forward, might be withdrawn. It is true that in 
these communications I had only in view a nomination 
to the Presidency, none other having been su^ested to 
me ; but all the reasons above indicated, which led me 
In advance to decline such a nomination, apply with 
equal force to the Vice-Presidency. These reasons, of 
course, still exist in unimpaired force, and I cannot now 
take an active part in politics without abandoning a 
deliberately formed purpose, and even exposing myself 
to the suspicion of iiuincerity In Its persistent avowal. 

Without dwelling upon these considerations, of which, 
however, I am sure the weight will be admitted. I beg 
leave to advert for a moment to my connection with the 
movement for the purchase of Mount Vernon, to which 
your letter alludes in such obliging terms. The favor 
wMch has attended my exertions in that cause (if I may 
without indelicacy say anything on that subject) has been 
mainly the result of my known and recognized discon- 
nection trom party politics. If It could have been even 
plausibly Insinuated that I was, or Intended to become, 
a candidate for high political honors, I should, tn my 
various excursions in aid of that fUnd, have laid myself 
open to the Imputation of speaking one word for Mount 
Vernon and two for myself. As it is, the people through 
on^ the Union have generously given me credit for hav- 



ing a ^gle eye to that mwitorions object. As fhr M ttt 
purchase of Mount Vernon Is concerned, that object hat 
been effected, under the Judicious and efficient macif 
agement of the Regent and Vice-Regents of the Asso- 
ciation, with the idd of their intelligent and active aaslsi 
ants throughout the Union. But a sum of money equal 
to that already raised b stUl wanting for the rep^ of 
the Mansion, the Inclosure of. the land porchased, the 
restoration of the house and grounds, as flar as praott- 
oable, to their condition in 1800, and the establiahment 
of a permanent Aind for thdr conservation. I own 
that I am desirous still to eAjoy the privilege of coiipe- 
rating in this noble work, which, however, It will be li»> 
possible for me to do to any advantage, whatever may 
be the result of the present canvass, if I am drawn into 
the vortex of a strenuously contested election. There 
are many parts of the countiy which I have not yet 
visited. I had promised myself a rich harvdM fk'om the 
patriotic liberality of the States on the Gulf of Mexioo, 
and of those on the Mississippi River (which I have not 
yet been able to visit, with the exception of Miasonri, 
through often kindly Invited), and I confess that it is 
very palnfiil to me to withdraw flrom that broad field 
of congenial labor to tread the thorny and ifuMJUeu 
paths of politics. 

Apart from the pecuniary aspects of the case, whidi, 
however, are of considerable Importance, I will candidly 
say that in holding up to the admiring veneraUon of the 
American people the peerless same of Washington, 
(almost the only bond of fraternal sentiment which the 
bitterness of our sectional controversies has IcA us), I 
feel as If I was doing more good, as far as I am able to 
do any good, and contributing more to revive the kindly 
feeling which once existed between North and SoutlL 
and which is now, I grieve to say, nearly extinct, than 1 
could possibly do by engaging In the wretched soramble 
for office— which is one great source of the dangers tiial 
threaten the country. 

These considerations, and others of a still more per8<ma] 
nature, have necessarily occasioned me to reflect u>ng and 
anxiously, before accepting the nomination -with which 
the Union Convention has honored me. In yielding at 
length to the earnest solicitations which have been ad- 
dressed to me, ftrom the most respectable sources in almost 
every part of the Union, I make a painful sacrifice ot 
InclinaUon to what I am led to believe a public duty. It 
has been urged upon me, and I cannot deny that such li 
my own feelings, that we have fallen upon times tiiat call 
upon all good citizens, at whatever cost of perscmai cdv* 
venlence, to contribute their share, however homhle, to 
the public service. 

I suppose it to be the almost universal impressl(HiH4t Is 
certcdnly mine — tiiat the existing state of affairs Is ex- 
tremely critical. Our political controvendes have Md^ 
stantlally assumed an almost purely sectional character- 
that of a fearful struggle between the North and the 
South. It would not be difficult to show at length the 
perilous nature and tendency of this struggle, but I can 
only say, on this occw^n, that, In my opinion, it cannot 
be much longer kept up, wiUiout rending the Union. I 
do not mean that either of tlie great parties in the country 
desires or alms at a separation of the States as a final 
object, although there are extremists in considerable 
numbers who have tliat object in view. While a potent 
and a baleful Influence is exercised by men of this class, 
In both sections of the Union, a portion of the c<MiBerva- 
tive masses are Insensibly and gradually goaded into con- 
currence with opinions and sentiments with which, in the 
outset, they had no sympathy. Meantime, almost wholly 
neglecting the main public interests, our political contro- 
versies turn more and more on questions, In reference to 
which, as abstract formulee, the great sections of the 
country differ irreconcilably, though there is nothing 
practically Important at stal^t which requires the discus- 
sion to be kept up. Three controverries are carried on 
with steadily Increasing bitterness and exasperation. The 
passions thus kindled have already led to acts o^ violence 
and bloodshed, approaching to civil war in the Territories, 
and attempted servile Insurrection in the States. The 
great religious and philanthropic associations of the coun- 
try are sundered, and the kindly social relations of Nortii 
and South seriously impaired. - The national House of 
Representatives, hovering on the verge of anarchy, re- 
quires weeks to effect an organization, which ought to be 
the work of an hour, and It holds its sessions (many of its 
members, I am told, armed with concealed weapons), on 
the crust of a volcano. The cancUdates for the Presidency 
representing respectively the dominant sectional Ideas, 
will, at the ensuing election, in all probability, be sup- 
ported by a purely geographical vote. In other worcb. 
we are already brought to a pass, at which North ana 
South cannot and will not cooperate in the periodical 
reorganization of the Government. 
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ConfirmntiOD was the Hon. James McPherson 
Berrien, of Georgia; but his vote OD this occa- 
sion was BO distasteful to the people of Qeorgia 
that-the legislature of that State adopted the 
following reaolre : 
Betottti, That the optalosi pubflcly proclaimed by 
nd obUntion nf dongrcoa to aboll^ Slarerj In the 

tatea, uid to mue the ado^lon Into the Union of 
^nltoiy lolmtlna Blavery, are nnoonj 
haracter, nbTonrTe of ijierl^hLa of 



„2 

Impcrtaot 






e vote of the legislature on the adoption 
of this resolve was ; la the Senate, Ayes 40 ; 
Nays 0. In the Qoude, Ayea 101 ; Xays 40. 
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APPENDIX. 



RESOLUTIONS OP '98 AND '99 



As iheYirginia and Kentucky Resolutions of 
1798 and 1799, form a portion of the Demo- 
eratie National Platforms, we give them a place 
here: 

THK YtaaiNIA BI90LUTIOM8. 

The following resolutions passed the Vir- 
ginia House of Delegates on the Slst of Decern* 
ber, 1798, and were agreed to by the Senate 
three days later, on the 24th December. These 
Resolutions are understood to hare been writ- 
ten by Mr. Madison. 

BttoUoedj That the General ABsembly of Ylrgiola doth 
Unequivocally express a flrm resolution to maintain and 
defond the Constitution of the United States, and the 
constitution of this State, against every aggression, either 
foreign or domestic ; and that they will support the Go- 
vernment of the United States in all measures warranted 
by the former. 

Tttat this Assembly most solemnly declares a warm at- 
tachment to the Union of the States, to maintain wliieh 
it pledges its powers; and, that for this end, it Is their 
duty to watch over and oppose every infraction of thoee 
prineiples which constitute the only basis of that Union, 
I becanse a faithful observance of them can alone secure 
its existence and the public happiness. 

That this Assembly doth explicitly aod perempto- 
rily declare, that it views the powers of the Federal 
Government, as resulting firom the compact to which 
the States are parties, as limited fay the plain sense 
and Intention of the instrument constituting that com- 
pact, as no farther valid than Uiey are authorised by the 
grants enumerated in that compact; and that, in case of 
a deliberate, palpable, and dangerous exercise of other 
powers not granted by the said compact, the States, who 
are parties thereto, have the right, and are in duty 
bound, to interpose, for arresting the progress of the evil, 
and for maintaining within their respective limits the 
authorities, rights, and liberties, appertaining to them. 

That the General Assembly doth also express its deep 
regret, that a spirit has, in sundry instances, been mani- 
fested by the Federal €K>vernment, to enlarge its powers 
by forced constructions of the constitutional charter 
which defines them ;and that indications have appeared 
of a design to expound certain general phrases (which, 
having been copied ftrom the Terr limited grant of powens 
in the former Articles of Ctonliederation, were the less 
liable to be misconstrued) so as to destroy the meaning 
and elfect of the particular enumeration which neces- 
sarily explains and limits ttie general phrases, and so as 
to consolidate the States by degrees into one sovereignty, 
the obvious tendency and inevitable result of which 
would be, to transform the present republican system of 
the United States into an absolute, or at best, a mixed 
monarchy. 

That the General Assembly doth particularly protest 
agiUnst the palpable and alarming Infractions of the Oon- 
stitution, in the two late cases of the ** Alien and Sedition 
Acts," passed at the last session of Oongress ; the first of 
which exercises a power nowhere del^^ated to the Federal 
Government, and whidi, by uniting legislative and Judi- 
cial powers to those of the executive, subverts the general 
principles of fkree government, as well as the particular 
organisation and positive provisions of the Federal Oon- 
stituUon ; and the other of which acts exercises, in like 
manner, a power not delegated by the Oonstitution, but, 
"m the contrary, expressly and positively forbidden by 
one of the amendments thereto ; a power which, more 
than any otherj ou^t to produce universal alarm, be- 
cause it is leveled against the right of flreely exam- 
ining public characters and measures, and of free com> 
munication among the people thereon, which has 'ever 



been Justly deemed the only effectual guardian of every 
other right* 

That this SUte having by its Convention, whioh ratt- 
led the Federal Oonstitution, expressly deoUred, that 
among other essential rights, **the liberty of conscience 
and the press cannot be canceled, abridged, restrained, 
or modified by any authority of the United States," and 
from its extreme anxiety to guard these righM ft-om 
every possible attack of sophistry and ambition, having 
with other States recommended an amendment for that 
purpose, which amendment was, in due time, annexed to 
the Oonstitution, it would n^aris a reproadiftal incousts- 
tency, and criminal degeneracy. If an indiffsrence'were 
now shown to the most palpable violation of one of the 
rights, thus dedared and secured; and to the establish- 
ment of a precedent which may be fSatal to the other. 

That the good people of this Oommonwealth hav- 
ing ever felt, and continuing to feel, the most sincere 
anction for their brethren of the other States, the 
truest anxiety for establishing and perpetuating the 
Union of all, and the most scrupulous fidelity to that 
O(mstltutlon which is the pledge of mutual friendship and 
tlie instrument of mutual happiness, the General Assem- 
Ut doth solemnly appeal to the like dispositions in the 
other States, in confidence that they will concur with this 
Ooounonwealth In declaring, as it does hereby declare, 
that tlie acta aforesaid, are unconstitutional ; and that 
the necessary and proper measures will be taken by each 
for cotfperaUng with this State, In maintaining, unim- 
paUwd, the authoritlet, rights, and liberties, reserved to 
the States respectivelv, or to the people. 

That the governor be desired to transmit a copy of the 
foregoing resolntloni to the executive authority of each 
of the other States, with a request that the same may be 
coaamnnlcated to the legislature thereof ; and that a copy 
be furnished to each <^ the Senators and Representatives 
representing this State in the Oongress of the United 

THX KXHTUCKT BESOLUTIONS. 

The following resolutions, drafted by Thomas 
Jefferson, passed the Kentucky House of Re- 
presentatives on the 10th of Nov., 1^98, and 
were agreed to by the Senate on the 13Ui of 
the same month : 

1. B—ol9§d^ That the several States composing the 
United States of America, are not united on the princi- 
ple of unlimited submission to their general government ; 
but that by compact, under the style and t&le of a Con- 
stitution for the United States, and of amendments 
thereto, thqr constituted a general government for spe* 
dal purposes, delegated to that government certain 
definite powers, reserving, each State to itself the reel* 
duary mass of right to their own self-government ; and, 
that whensoever the General Gtovemment assumes unde- 
legated powers, lu acta are unauthoritative, void, and 
of no force : that to this compact each State acceded as 
a State, and is an integral party ; that this government, 
created by this compact, was not made the exclusive or 
final Judge of the extent of the powers delegated to 
Itself; since that would have made Its discretion, and 
not the Oonstitution, the measure of its powers ; but, 
that, as in all other cases of con^iact among parties hav- 
ing no common Judge, each party has an equal ri|^ to 
Judge for itself, as well of infractions as of the mode and 
measure of redress. 

2. JiMol94dj That the Constitution of the United States 
having delegated to Congress a power to punish treason, 
counterfeiting the securities and current coin of the 
United States, piracies and felonies committed on the 
high seas, and offenses against the laws of nations, and 
no other crimes whatever ; and it being true, as a gene- 
ral principle, and one of the amendments to the Con- 
stitution having also declared, " that the powers not 
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dfllenUd to the United 8Ut«t b7 the OoneUUittoa, nor 
pnriubhed by it to the States, are resenred to the Btatee 
respeotlyely, or to the people,'* therefore also the fame 
Ml of CongreH, passed on the 14th day of Joty, 1798, 
and entitled ** An act in addition to the ad entitled An 
act for the punishment of certahi eriaee against the 
United States ;'* as also the act passed by them on the 
87th day of June, 1798, entitled " An act to punish firauds 
eommitted on the Bank of the United States," (and all 
other thdr acts which assume to create, define, or pun- 
ish crimes other than those enumerated in the Gonstito- 
tion), are altogether void and of no force, and that the 
power to create, define, and punish such other crimes 
is reserred, and of right appertains solely and exclu- 
sively, to the respective States, each within its own ter- 
ritory. 

8. Et»ol9€dt That It is true, as a general principle, 
and is also expressly declared by one of the amend- 
ments to the Constitution, that " the powers not de- 
l^;ated to the United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the 
States respectively, <Hr to the peofrfe;*' and that no 
power over the freedom of reli^on, flreedom of speech, 
or ftreedom of the press being delegated to the United 
States by the OonstltuUon, nor prohibited by It to 
the States, all iawfiil powers respecting the same did 
of right remain, and were reserved to the States or to the 
people ; that thus was manifested their determlnaUon to 
retain to themselves the right of Judging how far the 
Uoentlonsness of speech and of the press may be abridged 
wiOiont lessening their vaetol freedom, and how far those 
abuses which cannot be separated fh>m their use should 
be tolerated rather than the use be destroyed ; and thus 
abo they guarded against all abridgment by the United 
States of the freedom of religious principles and exer- 
cises, and retained to themselves the right of protecting 
the same, as this State, by a law passed on the general 
demand of Its dtlsens, had already protected them from 
aO human restraint or interference ; and that, in addi- 
tion to this general principle and express declaration, 
another and more special provision has ifeen made by 
one of the amendments to the Constitution, which ex- 
pressly declares, that "Congress shall make no laws 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof, or abridging the freedom of 
■peech, or of the press,** thereby guarding In the same 
sentence, and under the same words, the fireedom of 
religion, of speech, and of the press, Insomudi that 
whatever violates either, throws down the sanctuary 
which covers the others ; and that libels, fsbehood, and 
defamation, equally with heresy and flilse rellgionl are 
Yrithheld from the cognisance of federal tribunals. That 
therefore the act of the Congress of the United States, 
passed on the 14rh of July, 1798, entitled ** An act In 
addition to the act entitled An act for the punishment 
of certain crimes against the United States,'* which does 
abridge the freedom of the press. Is not law, but Is alto- 
gether void and of no force. 

4. Beaolved^Thzl alien friends are under the Jurisdic- 
tion and protection of the laws of the State wherein they 
are : that no power over them has been delegated to 
the United States, nor prohibited to the Individual States 
distinct from their power over citisens ; and it being true, 
as a general princi)jle, and one of the amendments to 
the Constitution having also declared, that ** the powers 
not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited to the States, are reserved to the States 
respectively, or to Uie people,** the act of the Congress 
of the United States, passed the 22d day of June, 1798, 
entitled, ** An act concerning aliens,** which assumes 
power over alien friends not delegated by the Constitu- 
tion, Is not law, but Is altogether void and of no force. 

5. Eewkftdf That in addition to the gen««l principle 
as well as the express declaration, that powers not dele* 

E^ed are reserved, another and more special provision 
ferred In the Constitution, flrom abundant caution has 
declared, ^ that the migration or Importation of such 
persons as any of the States now existing shall think 
proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress 
prior to the year 1808." That this commonwealth does 
admit the migration of alien friends described as the sub- 
ject of the said act concerning aliens ; that a provision 
against prohibiting their migration. Is a provision ag^nst 
all acts equivalent thereto, or it would be nugatory ; that 
to remove them when migrated Is equivalent to a prohl- 
bitlon of their migration, and is, therefore, contrary to 
the said provision of the Constitution, and void. 

6. JS€Mk>edy That the imprisonment of a person under 
the protection of the laws of this commonwealth on his 
fkilnre to obey the simple order of the Prerident to depart 
out of the United States, as is undertaken by the said act, 
entitled, ** An act concerning aliens,** is contrary to ttie 
Constitution, one amendment in which has provided, 



that "no person shall be deprived of Mber^ withoat iat 
process of law,** and that another having provided, 
" that in all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall ta^ 
for the right to a public trial by an impartial Jury, to be 
informed as to tha nature and cause of the accusatloii, 
to be eonfrMSted with the witnesses h^d*^ him, to have 
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his foror, 
and to have assistance of counsel for his defense,*' tlie 
same act undertaking to authorise the President to re- 
move a person out of the United States who Is under tha 
protection of the law, on his own snspidon, without Jury, 
without public trial, without confrontation of the wit- 
nesses against him, without having witnesses in his fkvor, 
without defense, without counsel, Is contrary to these 
provisions also of the Constitution, is therefore not law, 
but utteriy void and of no force. 

That transferring the power of Judging any person Who 
is under the protection of the laws, firom the courts to the 
President of the United States, as Is undertaken by the 
same act conoerxdng aliens, is agahist the article of the 
Constitution which provides, that ** the Judicial power of 
the United States shall be vested In tlie oonrts, the Judges 
of which shall hold tiieir o£Bee during good behavior," m 
that the said act is void for that reason also ; and It is 
fhrther to be noted that this transfer of Judiciary power 
is to that magistrate of the General Government who 
already possesses all tiie executive, and a qualified nega* 
tive on all the legislative powers. 

7. Besolvedy That the construction affiled by the Gene* 
ral Government (as Is evident by sundry of their pro- 
ceedings) to those parts of the Coatitntion of the United 
States which del^;ate to Congress power to lay and col- 
lect taxes, duties, imposts, excises ; to pay the debts, 
and provide for the common defense and general welfare 
of the United States, and to make all laws which shall 
be necessary and proper for carrying Into execution the 
powers vested by the Constitution In the Government of 
the United States, or any departinent thereof^ goes to the 
destruction of all the limits prescribed to their power by 
the Constitution : That words meant by that instrument 
to be subsidiary only to the execution of the limited 
powers, ought not to be so construed as themselves to 
give unlimited powers, nor a part so to be taken as to 
destroy the whole residue of the Instrument : That the 
proceedings of the General Government under color of 
those articles, will be a fit and necessary subject for 
rerisal and correction at a time of greater tranquillity, 
while those specified In the preceding resolutions call for 
Immediate redress. 

8. BMok>edf That the preceding resolutions be trans- 
mitted to the senators and representatives In Congress 
from this commonwealth, who are enjoined to present 
the same to thdi respective Houses, and to use their 
best endeavors to procure at the next session of Congress 
a repeal of the aforesaid unconstitutional and obnoxious 
acts. 

9. Resolved kutiy^ That the governor of this common- 
wealth be, and is hereby authorized and requested to com- 
municate the preceding resolutions to the Icf^latures of 
the several States, to assure them that this commonwealth 
considers union for special national purposes, and parti- 
cularly for those specified in their late federal compact, 
to be friendly to tiie peace, happiness, and prosperity 
of all the States — ^that, faithftil to that compact, accord- 
ing to the plain intent and meaning In which it was no 
derstood and acceded to by the several parties, it Is 
sincerely anxious for its preservation ; that it does also 
believe, that to take from the States all the powers of 
self-government, and transfer them to a general and con- 
solidated government, without regard to the special de- 
l^;ations and reservations solemnly agreed to In that 
compact. Is not for the peace, happiness, or prosperity of 
these States ; and that, therefore, this commonwealth is 
determined, as It doubts not Its co-States are, to submit 
to undelegated and consequently unlimited powers In no 
man or body of men on earth ; that if the acts before 
specified should stand, these conclusions would flow from 
them ; that the General Government may place any act 
they think proper on the list of crimes and punish it them- 
selves, whether enumerated or not enumerated by the 
Constitution as cognisable by them ; that they may trans- 
fer Its cognisance to tiie President or any other iterson, 
who may himself be the accuser, counsel. Judge, and Jury, 
whose suspicions may be the evidence, lib order the sen- 
tence, his officer the executioner, and his breast the sole 
record of the transaction ; that a very numerous and valu- 
able description of the inhabitants of these States, being 
by this precedent reduced as outlaws to the absolate domi- 
nion of one man and the barriers of the Constitution 
thus swept from us all, and no rampart now remains 
against the passions and the power of a minority of Con- 
gress, to protect from a like exportation or other griev- 
ous punishment the minority of the same body, the legls> 



AFPEKDIX. Mt 

Iklmi Jndfii, goTgruop i , uid eoanMloFi of the BUtei, menimeiit ve have ohMen, and lhr» under one deiliing 
nor Uitir other peaceable inhabHanta wbo mar ventare ue powers from Iti own will, and not from onr aothorhj ; 
to reclaim the conetituttonal lights and liberties of the and that the eo-States, recurring to their nature tigbitB fa 
autes and people, or who, for other causes, good or bad, cases not made federal, wUl conomr in declaring these 
may be obnoxfooa to the views or marked by the sospl- void and of no ftyree, and will each mdte with this corn- 
done of the President, or be thoni^ dangerous to his monweatth Sn requesting their repeal at the next ssssion 
or their elections or other interests, public or personal ; of Congress. 

th«t the friendless alien has been selected as the safest ^ , . • , ^ , „ . -r* 

subject of a first experiment; but the dtlien wiU soon On the Uth of NoT., 1799, the Kentucky House 

fulfcjw, or rather has already followed ; for, already has of Representatives, after having received repliei! 

addition actmarkedhim as a prey: that these and sue- ^ the nhovft from th«» Uo-iRlatiirea of aeveral 

cesaive acts of the same character, unless arrested on the JP *"® apove irom ine legisiaiures 01 several 

threahold, may tend to drive these States into revolution States, which repkes seem to have been unsatis- 

and blood, and will ftimbh newcalunmies against repub- factory, reiterated its position as follows : 
liean governments, and new pretexts for those who wish 

ft to be believed, that man cannot be governed but by a B690wsdt That this commonwealth considers the Fede- 
rod of iron ; that it would be a dangerous delndon were rel Union, upon the terms and for the purposes specified 
a confidence In the men of our chdce to dlence our fears in the late compact, as conducive to the liberty and hap- 
for the safety of our rights ; that confidence ta every- piness of the several States : That it does now unequivo- 
where the parent of des|>otlsm;firee government is founded cally declare its attachment to the Union, and to that 
La Jealousy and not In oonflideDce : it is Jealousy and not compact, agreeably to its obvious and real Intention, and 
eonfidence which prescribes limited constitatlcms to bind will be among the last to seek Its dissolution : That if 
down those whom we axe obUged to trust with power; those who administer the General Government be permit- 
that our Constitution has accordinriy fixed the i«w»it« to ted to transgreis the limits fixed by that compact, by a 
which, and no farther, our confidence may go ; and let total disregard to the special delegations of power there- 
the honest advocate of confidence read the Alien and iQ contained, an annlhiUttion of the State governments. 
Sedition acts, and say if the Constitotion has not been ^od the creation upon their ruins of a general consoli- 
wlse in fixing limits to the government it created, and dated government, will he the Inevitable consequence : 
whether we should be wise in destroying those limits f Let That the principle and construction contended for by 
him say what the government is, if It be not a tyranny, sundry of the State legislatures, that the General Gtovern- 
which the men of our choice have conferred on the Presi- ment, is the exclusive Judge of the extent of the powers 
dent, and the Presklent of our choice has assented to and delegated to it, stop nothing short of despotism— sinoe 
accepted over the friendly strangers, to whom the mild the discreiion of those who administer the government, 
spirit of our country andits laws had pledged hospitality &°d not the Constitution, would be the measure of their 
and protection ; that the men of our chouie have more powers— That the several States who formed that instru- 
respected the bare suspicions of the President than the solid ment, being so verelgn and independent, have »he unques- 
rlghta of innocence, the <^»*<m^ of Justification, the sacred tionable right to Judge of the Infraction ; and that a nul- 
force of truth, and the forms and substance of law and Uficatlon by those sovereignties of all unauihorixed acU 
Justice. In questions of power, then, let no more be said done under color of that Instrument is the rightfal ro- 
of confidence in man, but bhid him down fh>m mischief medy : That this commonwealth does, under the most 
by the chains of the Constitution. That this common- deliberate reconsideration, declare that the said Allen 
wealth does therefore call on its co-States for an expree- &°d SedlUon laws are. In their opinion, palpable vlola- 
sion of their sentiments on the acts concerning aliens, and ^^0"* <>' the said ConsUtotion ; and, however cheerfully 
for the punishment of certain crimes hereinbefore sped- *t may be disposed to surrender Its opinion to a majority 
fied, phOnly declaring whether these acta are or are not o' ^^ "{"ter States, In matters of ordinary or doubtful 
authorised by the federal compact. And It doubts not policy, yet. In momentous regulations Uke the present, 
that their sense wiU be so announced as to prove thefa- w»''cn so vitally wound the best rights of the cltlaen. It 
attachment to limited government, whether general or would consider a sUent acquiescence as highly criminal : 
particular, and that the rights and UberUes of their co- Th»t although this commonwealth, as a party to the fede- 
Stotes will be exposed to no dangers by remaining em- '** compac^ wlU-bow to the laws of the Union, yet it 
barked on a common bottom with theh- own ; but they «>o«*» *t the same time, declare that it wIU not now, or 
will concur with this commonwealth in considering the «▼«' herea/ler, cease to oppose In a consUtutlonal man- 
said acts as so palpably agahut the ConsUtution as to nf' eveiy attempt, at what quarter soever offered, to 
amount to an undisguised declaration, that the compact yiolate that compact. And. finally, in order that no pre- 
Is not meant to be the measure of the powen of the Gene- *««* <>' arguments may be drawn from a supposed acqui- 
ral Government, but that it will proceed in the exercise cscence on the part of this commonwealth In the consU- 
over these States of aU powere whatsoever. That they tutlonallty of those laws, an«l be thereby lued as prece- 
will view this as seising the righta of the States and conso- •*«"ts for similar future violations of the federal compact 
Udathigthem In the hands of the General Government, — this commonwealUi does now enter against them iu 
with a power assumed to bind the States (not merely in »olewin protest. 

SSirfJS?rt*cotJ?otfbST5:SSr;^(*5 „ Thi. resotatloa p»«d the Senate on the 22d 

consent; that this would be to surrender the form of ^tOV., J799. 



MR. DOUGLAS' OPINIONS ON SLAVERY, &c. 



On the 26th January, 1845, Mr. Douglas, then 
a member of the House of Representatives, 
offered the foUovring amendment to the joint 
Resolution for the i^nexation of Texas : 

" And in such State or States as may be formed out of 



of any peaceable adjustment of existing difficultiest 
because the Missouri Compromise line could not be 
extended to the Pacific That measure was originally 
adopted in the bill for the admission of Missouri by the 
union of Northern and Southern votes. The South hae 
always professed to be willing to abide by it, and even to 
c<mtlnue it, as a fair and honorable adjustment of a vexed 



■aid territory north of said Missouri Compromise line, I and difficult question. In 1845, it was adopted In the 



slavery or involuntary servitude— exempt for crime— 
ihaU be prohibited."— Om^. &^«, toL li, page IWL 

HE DEFENDS THE MI8S0UBI COMPROMISE. 



resolutions for the annexation of Texas, by Southern as 
well as Northern votes, without the slightest complaint 
that it was unfair to any section of the country. In 1845, 
it received the support of everv Southern member of the 

On the 18th of March, 1860 Mr. Dougl« j H«JJ|^«2^S»SSS^^^ 
made a speech in the Umted States Senate, > yUo. And again In 1848, as an amendment to the Ore- 
from which the following is an extract : gon bill, on my motion, it received the vote, if I recollect 

! arif^t— and I do not think that I can posribly be mie* 

** The next in the series of aggressions complained of taken— of every Southern Senator, Whig and Democrat, 
by the Senator fh>m South Carolina, is the Missouri : even including the Senator from South Carolina himself, 
Compromise. The Missouri Compromise, an act of j (Mr. CaUioun.) And yet we are now told that this Is 
Northern injustice, designed to deprive the South of her , only second to the (te'dlnance of 1787 In the series of 
due share of the Territories 1 Why, sfar, it was only on | aggressions on the South." — Cong, Globe, App«nd4», 
tills very day that the Senator for Mississippi deq^aired i 9oL S^ part If page ZJQ, 
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I ia m Urfa psrttcn st tta« Unftocy of A 



Um dlffCRDl . . 
hsTt DO luch rlBhl. It li no vloladoa of BoiUiem rlftli 
IM proUliit Siller^."— Uhv. aMt,AppiuHm,9ai.ti, 
paj-t 1, pagt tt». 



On the same day, and in the ■■me ipeech, 
Ur. Douglat uid : 

** 1 lure ilnadj bad ocoaiiaD to moark, that at tlu 
ttma tt the adopUoa of th* ConMltinlaD, (ban mrt 
twttn <iim Statea), and lii ot tbem ban riwi* atwl- 
U*4>lar«rr. IhhteotduntliMtliaaaaHof frasdom 
haa iteadllr aad flmiljp adTano*4, wbD* ilnatr ba* 
NO«dad ta tha mum ratio. Wa all knk fonrard iriili »s- 
AApiuw bi thu tlqw vban Ddawara, Uairlaad, Virginia, 
Uiaoiul, and pntiably Nonli Carolloa 



tbs ume page, RpeakiDg of a 

aend the Coiistimtion, ao us to 

point of numbers 



Acd again, 
propoaidon to ameuu me 
preaerve an '^equilibrium 
belireen free aad ilara Statea, 

" tfacD, atr, tbt prDpoallloa 



If practloat 
princ^le ol 



lie of Uie GsTnrmiliit. It would duUn; Iho p-Hl 
iIq of popDlar aqoalltyi whlcb mmt pageaaa ri if forqi 

an age ot prvnea, that vuiild 
■C9*ff. Olma, Appii)dla, voL 11, 



priDclple of popi 
(he baili or B& 1 

pari 1. ^oj^ til. 



On the l.tth of Uurch, IgBO, in the apeech 
alreadj quoted from, Hr. Douglal i«id : 

" Bnt yan aar tbat vg piopOM to proUUl b; law roar 
aalintlDg to Iba Tenttorla wUb fwr pnperu. Wa 
propoae no aaob tidng. We reeognbe jmr rlcbt, Id aoB- 
aiOD wUb oat- own, la avtlnata to Iba Tariuarlca wlib 
row ^opartT, and tben to lioM aad cnlajr It In anbardl- 
natloDlolhebwaroB marUnd Id fiiroe bl Ibe oonndT. 
Tbaat UwB, In aam* rnpeda, iHIMf fron oar own, aa ttaa 
lawa ot the Tariou Walct of (Ua Unkia tirj on ■ooa 
palDta ffou Iha lawa af each other. Some apcdei of pro- 

pctV art UMlDdwt bf law lonortef On * 

aa nrrttortei, aa betna anwlie, Immoral, 
Iha priDdplea or aouad public ~'^' — "' 
faaokfr b pnUbllcd rram einl.-,_„ .. — 
goD or Gamomla with Ma baalL The banV 






o a Hiitt or t^Brritorj wj 



t iplilU, wblik;, bJ 



OODgrtK. Nor can a man go then and tako and bold 



, . loBMl* of the Union. 

Thej arv lava agalntt tha iDlrodactlon, aale and uae of 
apeoflo klnda of propertj, wbalher lu<oiight from tfao 
liotlh or the Boulh, or from fonigD ominlriw."— CSiafl- 
GMt, ApptviiK, ml. KS, pai-t 1, pagt tTL 

"But, air, I d* not faotd the doctrluc Ihat to cichide 
an; apadca of propertj by law from any Ferrltorr, la 
TiolaUoD of any tight to propertj. Do jou not eiclud 

e4<;lu(le wiiiflkj from being Introduced Into large poi 



. . iHkthapra- 
IblUnn at ■ ipecbto Idal »l p»par», and not a piatiU- 
an agtlnat anj aectlon of the Udon. Whj, rit, am 
— — — ' -^ taram-keepcT froia going mto aoBa 



pt^iibliaa ._ 

baliif earilcd on la the Ttnlloria. I am not, thtrdM*, 

... ^.. _^_u.-« — i«tloii,wahafw»l 

lagm 8lam7 ft«a 

— . -, _. .. — juna prtDdpfea."-* 

4>*atA w'Aitatsr iliw^iH, JWm M, USO, pant ins, 

<M<f mi, tat. n, omQ. aioit,iM»-K. 

On the nme day, and in the uine speech, 
Mr. Douglas referred to the Wllmot Proriio 
resolutioiu, pused by the Illinois Legistatute, 
thus: 



no desire to break locne, Hj 
idona are mj own, and I oxprca tbem fiteir- Uj 

taapaudbla. 1 haTO urtr dUfergd wUh mj conili- 
ocj durtav aaran jean^ icrrluc in Coagre h. except 
in one aoluarj quHtlon. And even on Ibml, 1 taw do 

now required at mj handa. I have no dealre, tborefori^ 
to break locae from the InatmctlDa,"— Cbnir. ff/ota, 
ApprndttiViL M, part I, pagtSn. 

In the Senate, on the ISth day of February, 
IBSO, on the subject of SUrerjin the Territory 
of Neir Meili»>, U r. Douglai said : 

>( that quaitlDn at an; Jai, 
lUiullonalaalhorltjofUeilaa, 






it prohlbiUan 
I Uia' nil— and Hul I 



ret- St, parti, pagilM. 



n Iha part^ Iha p 

loi^eaa to put anamar proniuttoB 

■r ura«d agaloat tho prohibition of 

r al|lnl."~<?r»v. OMt, 



Shortly after the Illinois election of ISS8, 
Ur. Douglas made ft soutfaem tour, slopping at 
Si. Louie, Uempliig, and lleir Orleans, and 
addressing the people at those places on poKti- 
cul topics. He ipeke at Uemphlfi, on the SBtb 
of XoTembcT, and the followlDg is an extract 
from Ills speech as reported phonographicall^ 
in the Uemphis Avalatuht: 



nd produedooi 
rofliahlt ihej 

'here the immigration 



R. aiddlnga ihonid ralie i 



woim go IS 



■•..".■c 



APPENDIX, 
"nomnr" BTTHi Id it 



On the eth o( DecemtMr, ISSS, Vr. DoQglu 
■poke ml Hew Orleuig. The fallovisf qaoUtion 
from hli Bpeech in taken tram the rep<>rt tn the 
New OrteansDeltii; 

■ I, In camoian oith Uii Dgm«ruT of imnolL leHpt 
(ha Dred BoiU <I«^i>dii or Uia Bapnua Osori of the 
Dnlttd eiMo, la Ihe Drtd BaotI oiaa, a* *b aattiorlU- 
Uan tt iba ConnHaMDo. Wbitanr UmlHb- 
^mhiKdHod, u aiwHmdad bf tka mort^ 
Iha laUiontj of a Tantloila liHlalataTei Ta 
eaognha and rcnaot la aonlamkr vtik ihil 

' Fina*iilHd>*pTapartj,udpIaot4 

rlth Ml otiier propartj. Heaaa, tha 

hu a ri^ (o remDTa to a Tarrltorj 



" I da M( pM naiair on a 
oilier vupaitJ. 1 raoDga lM ft . 
la aiia)r«i«MtobatliadadilaB 



asd bold tlM aanc, HtijaM lawioh hwnl lavi 



paraae ihall Itol agfriarad hr aoeh local laglilatloii, ba 
w uvwl ta UHliwna Ooiut to tati t>ie raUdUy of 
•adi int. I raeoinN dar* propartj to ba oa an 
aquSlT «lth all ooitr prapartr, and ^iplj tha iama 
ndM to H. I will Bot Wpir oae nla to ilivt prsparq' 
and anochar to att otbar kind of properij." — Om* 
fitMiemil aiB9t, Klia-9,parti,prv !>». 



THE DKBD SCOTT BECISION. 



Tul decision or opinlan of tlie Supreme 

Court of the United States on the qaeaUou of 
Slaverj in the Territoriea, and the power of 
Territorial Lfgiaiatiirea to eiclude it, enters bo 
largelv inio the political questions and discua- 
siona of the daj, lliat it becomes desirable to 
liDOw what the court decided. The following 
eitrucls will show thepolats of greatest Impor- 
tance in the decision. The case will be found 
at length in Vol. 1» of Howard's Keporta. The 
Opinion of the Court, delirered bj Chief JuslJce 
TaneT, is precedi^d by head-notea of the Re- 
porte'r, Intended as a nyliabUB Or epitome of the 
poiiiLH decided, and from which we make the 
lollowiiiK eitracl (page 395) ; 




Th( Unlwd 8ti>t«. D 

Knnad at ha will and pltaaura. Botltnai'soqBtrBlei 
DTf wbMli, at tha limb baa not a ponalaUoB Ui-~ *~ 
U to besooH a State, and mar lOTBim It aa a Tai 



"Tn» Toniurr tnut ncqalrod, li acqglnd bj tl 
peopla of tlia 0ait«d Biatei for Uiclr oomiuoD aiid ^u 
bcDcfltk Uironfh tl ' 



Klcb la prohlbftafb^ tba Oi 



nihil defined and liioUad bj Um DaaMlluUOD. 

■•Cananni haa bo right la pcDblbtt Ibad'laenaof 
anjrpulieiilar Hate or Siuw, from toktatfaplMrbonKa 
then, wbila It permit! eltiaaui of olber tHataa u do ao. 
Nor bultarlfttttoflra prlrlb^ u aoa daa at cttJ. 
B<ai wbleh It rehwa In ansibir. Tha Tarrllurj la ac- 

*■ Efcrr cltlaen haa a rlglid ia uka wHh Un Into 



" Ihg act at Oonrrtai, Unrctsre 
■a of Ihe CnlUd Slala from takli 



i \ 



of the plaintiff, bj hli owner, u that Terrllorj, (ar* 
him no title to fracdem." 

E Senator Benjamiu. of Lottisiana, in a speech 
Tered oo the S2d of Ttnj, leeu, states that 
this syllabus was prepared and written out bj 
Chief Justice Tanej himself.] 

Following these notes we hare the opinion 
of the Court, where, after deciding that Con- 
gresi had no Dower to prohibit SIstctt in ■ 
Territory, the chief Justice proceeds as folloira 
(pages 450 and 4S1) : 

' The powen onr paraoa and propertr of whkA we 
ik, are not onlr not iraated to Oongren, but an la 

m. And Ihli prahlblUou li doi conftDod to the 
lea, bat tliawordi are leneral. and extend to tha 
gle lerrilorj orer wbleh Iba Cooilltntlon glra It 
ter to lefldala. iDolodlng thne ponlani oF It ram^n- 
under terrlioHal ^*enimeiit, u well aa that oo- 
reted bi Bute*. Il 1> a total abKnce of power tntf 






ilalnir aialoat 



Uiapt, endcr the plea of implied or Incldenial povai^ 
ndirCenireasltieltaaaBatdothli— It It la hirDnd the 
Bwen oODterrtd on Um Federal Qoitmment— 1( win ba 
lniltted,wa praMma, that H conid not aolhorlse a 
Triiortal |oterBB«Bt to aaarolH Ihem. It Mold 
■nlar pa power on anf laoal (OTirnment eatabllihed bj 
■ aatbortlr.tOTtolalathspniTlalouoflhe DonailtotliHi. 

" It l eeia i , bowerar, to b* inppoaed ibat th«a la a 
ISEreaea bttwaan pnpMtr In a elaf e and other pro- 
enr, and thai dlBMant nlea mar be applied ta ll In 
ipoBBdii^ tha OoaatlWIloB of lb* United Btalea. Ind 
lolawt aiKI ws| M 0f [iatlou,aad the vritlnnoteml- 
BotlarlaM opon Iha idalloa of nuiler and iTare, aod 
•air BiBnat il|tala and daUia, and the pnven wkleh 
■rerBBaata nay aienlH orar It, haia been dwrit 
ronlnlhaaiiiuHnk 

■■ Bat, In eooHdvlDi Iha qaeatlon before u, II meat 
ibonalai^Ddthatlhcfabuii lav of nailoni atand- 
«b«lweaii tbe paopl* of Iha United etateg and Ibdr 
iranaiaBi, and laMtirlBf Mlh tbalr relation to eaah 
thtt, Iba powara «f ibt lOTemmaDt, and the rl|hta 
of the dtlaan andar It, m pgaWr* and pracUsal refv 
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ttatat have delefraied to It certain enamerat^d powers, 
and forblddea it to ezerclM others. It has no power 
orer the person or property of a citizen but what the 
eitiaens of the United States have granted. And no lawi 
or usages of other nations, or reasoning of statesmen or 

{urlsts upon the relations of master and slave, can en- 
BTge the powers of the QoTemment, or talce flrom the 
eitiMn»the rights they have reserred. And if the Con- 
ttltation recoguiies the right of property of the maater 
In a slave, and malces no distinction between that de- 
scription of property and other property owned by a 
cttisen, no tribuuHl, acting under the authority of the 
United Btates, whether it be legislative, executive, or 
Judicial, has a right to draw such a distinction, or deny 
to it the benefit of the provisions and guaranties which 
liave been provided for the protection of private 
oroperty against the encroachments of the Government. 



** Now, as we have already said In an eariler part of 

this opinion, upon a different point, the right of proper^ 
in a slave is distinctly and expressly affirmed In the 
Oonstitution. The right of traffic in it, lilce an ordinary 
article of merchandise and property, was guaranteed to 
the citiiens of the United States in every State that 
might desire It, for twenty years. And the Government 
in express terms is pledged to protect it in all future 
time, if the slave escapes from its owner. This Is done 
In plain words, too plain to be misunderstood. And no 
word can be found in the Constitution which gives Con- 
gress a greater power over slave property, or which 
entitles property of that Itind to less protection than 
property of any other description. The only power 
conferred is the power, coupled with the duty, of guard- 
ing and protecting the owner in his rights.'* 



■#•• 



SLAVERY IN NEW MEXICO. 



In 1859, the Territorial Legislature of New 
Mexico passed ** An Act to provide for the pro- 
tection of property in slaves." This act, with- 
out, in terms, legalizing Slavery in the Territory, 
proceeds at great length and particularity to 
protect slave-masters in the possession of their 
slaves, by enacting severe penalties against 
"stealing" or "enticing" them away, against 
''inciting them to discontent" or "insurrec- 
tion," etc. The spirit of the Act may be 
gathered from the following extracts from its 
provisions : 

** Sbc. 20.— Any slave who shall conduct himself dis' 
orderly in a public place, or shall i^ve insolent language, 
or signs, to any free white person, may be arrested and 
talcen bv such person before a justice of the peace, who, 
upon trial and conviction in a summary manner, shall 
cause his constable to give such slave any number of 
■tripes upon his or her bare back, not exceeding thirty* 
nine. 

** Sm. 21.— When any slave shall be convicted of any 
crime or misdemeanor for which the penalty assigned by 
law is in whole or in part the fine of a sum of money, 
the court passing sentence upon him may. In its discre- 
tion, substitute for such fine corporal punishment, or 
branding or stripes. 

**Skc. 24.— Any slave, free negro or mulatto who shall 
commit or attempt to commit a rape upon the person of 
any white woman, shall, upon conviction thereof, snffer 
death. 

**8ao. 25.— The Emancipation of Slaves within this 
Territory Is totaUy prohibited.** 

PEONAOK, OR WHITX BSBTDOM. 

In January, 1859, the. Territorial Legislature 
of New Mexico passed " an act amendatory of 
the law relative to contracts between masters 
and servants," from which we extract the fol- 
lowing : 

** Ssa 1. When any servant shall mn away fi-om the 
•ervlce of his master, he riiali be considered as a fugi- 
tive from Justice, and in such case it shall be the duty 
of all officers of the Territory, Judicial or ministerial, on 
being Informed that such persons are within the limits 
of their Jurisdiction, to ascertain whethw such persons 
are runaway servants or not, and if they ascertiun that 
they are, s^d officers shall immediately arrest them and 
put them to woric at public labor, or hire them out to 
any person, so that they may be employed, with security, 
until their masters shall be informed thereof, in order 
that they may demand them, and to whom they shall 
Immediately he delivered. 

** Skc. 2. Every person of this Territory, ^ther a con- 
tracted servant according to the law of contracts, or 
engaged on trips, or as shepherds, shall be compelled in 
•erve for the time stipulated for in the contract ; and 
any servant so contracted who shall fail to serve by 
abandoning his master or property placed under his 
eara, shall be held responsible for all costs and damages 
which through his neglect may result to the owner. 

Stec. 4 No Court of this Territory shall have Jnrto- 
diction Bor shall taice cogi^ance of anv cause for the 
torrtdion Uiat masters may give thev servaats fbr 



neglect of their duties as servants, for they are con- 
sidered as domestic servants to their masters, and they 
should correct their neglect and faults ; for as soldiers 
are punished by thehr chiefs, without the intervention of 
the civil authority, by reason of the salary they enjoy, 
an equal right should be granted those persons who pay 
their money to be served in the protection of thefar pro- 
perty : Provided, That such correction shall not be in- 
flicted in a cruel manner with cIuIm or stripes.** 

On the 10th of May, 1860, Mr. Bingham, of 

Ohio, from the Judiciary Committee of the 

House of Representatives, reported 

A bill to disapprove and declare null and void all 
Territorial acts or parts of acts, heretofore passed by 
the Legislative Assembly of New Mexico, which establish, 
protect, or legalize involuntary servitude, or Slavery, 
within said Territory, except as a punishment for crfaaie, 
upon due conviction* 

Thiit bill passed the House the same day by 
the following vote : 

Tba8.— Messrs. Oharles F. Ad(itn<. Aldrich, Alley, Ash- 
ley. Babbitt-, Beale, Binghsm, Bl:<ir, Rl-^ke. Brayton, 
Bufflngton; Burlingarae, Bumha n, Bwt/erfield. Cimp- 
bell, Oarey, Oase, Olaric B. Cochrane, Colfax, Conlcliiig, 
Covode, Daweff, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Rdgerton, Ed- 
wards, Kliot, Ely, Famsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, 
Franic, French, Gooch, Grow. Gurley, Hale, Helmick, 
Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. 
Kellogg, Wlliiam Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, 
DeWitt 0. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lov^oy, 
Marstnn. McKean, HcKnight, McPherson, Moorhead, 
Mor^e, Nixon, Clin, Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Pot- 
ter, Rice. Christopher Robinson, Royce, Scranton, Sedg- 
wick, Sherman, Somes, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, Wil- 
liam Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, Tompkins, Train, 
Trimble, Vandever, Terree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elihu B. Washbume, Israel 
Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and Wood- 
ruflU 

All Republicans, 97. 

Nays.— Messrs. Green Adanw, Adraim, Allen Thomas 
L. Anderson, WiUiam C. Anderson^ Ashmore, Avery, 
BHrksdale, Bnrr, Barrett, Bocock, Bonham, Boyce, 
Branch, ^rtsftnc, Borch. Burnett, Julm B. Clark, Clop- 
ton. Cobb. John Cn«-hnine. Cooper, Cox, James Craig, 
Crswford. Curry, ff Winter Davis^ Jobs G. Davis, De 
Jarnette, Ktheridge^ Florence. Gnrnett, Gartrell, John 
T. Harris, Habkih, Hawkins, Holninn, Houston, Howard, 
Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jonen, Keitt, Kunkel, Laranr, 
Landrum, Larrabee, Janue M. Lench^ Leake, Logan, 
Love, Charles D. Martin, BIcQueen, Miles, Millson, Mont- 
gomery, Sydenham Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, 
Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, Reagan, Rey- 
nolds, RiOGS, James C. Robinson, Ruffln, Schwakts, 
Scott, Simms, Singleton, William Smith, Stallworth, Ste- 
vtfnson, Stout, Taylor, Thayer, Thomas. Underwood, 
Tallangdigham, Fonce, WebeUr, Whitefey, Wlnslow, 
Woodson, and Wright— 89. 

Democrats, in roman, 74; Americans, in 
italica^ 8 ; Anti-Lecompton Democrats, in small 
CAPS, 6 ; Independent (Reynolds, in roman), 1 ; 
Republicans (Thayer, in roman), 1. Total, 89. 

This bill failed to pass the Senate. 
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